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Be Watchful and Resist
Dub McClish
The New Testament
frequently urges vigilance toward things that would spiritually hinder us. One of the
clearest of these warnings is
from Peter:
Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour, whom withstand stedfast in
your faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are accomplished in your
brethren who are in the world
(1 Pet. 5:8-9).

The word translated sober is a
compound word, which means
“do not drink or swallow down.”
It literally refers to a mind unclouded by strong drink, then
metaphorically, to a mind un-influenced by anything that would
prevent clear thinking. When
one thinks clearly he does not
ignore danger, but is alert toward it. These actions are necessary because of the devil, our
“adversary” (literally, a lawyer
who argues the case against one
in court). Devil means “false accuser.” Thus, the Bible depicts
the devil, by definition, as a
lying lawyer who has prepared a

false case against us. The book of
Job so describes him (Job 1:612). As Peter described him
above, he is also compared to a
lion that ferociously roars because of a voracious appetite. He
is seeking prey to devour (literally to “swallow down”).
Although he can be loud, the
devil sometimes subtly and
quietly lays temptation before us
or introduces false doctrines and
practices, “slipping up” on the
gullible, ignorant, and immature
(Eph. 4:14). However, Peter’s
warning seems to refer particularly to the frontal attacks of increasing persecution the
brethren were suffering (1 Pet.
4:12). Again, the devil was doing
this back in the days of Job (Job
1:7)—and he still is.
What were they to do concerning their foe? They were to
resist his attacks by the only
means at their disposal—steadfastness in the faith. Brethren,
we must not compromise when
we face ridicule and opposition,
or even fiery trials and death

(Rev. 2:10). Satan cannot ultimately devour us by physical
harm or even death (Mat.
10:28).
He will swallow us up only if
we yield to fleshly lusts, compromise the Truth, or deny the
Christ. We live in a day in which
the pressures of Atheism, Humanism, immorality, sectarianism, theological liberalism,
and even legislation are increasingly making the lot of faithful
saints uncomfortable.
O so sadly, many preachers,
elders, school administrators,
and editors—and thousands in
the pews—have refused to withstand the devil and have been
devoured by him. What a shortrange view of things such compromises represent. As long as
we remain faithful to Christ, we
are secure regardless of what the
devil does to us. Let us also remember, when tried, that we are
not by ourselves. Brethren all
over the world are likewise
persecuted, and always have
been (2 Tim. 3:12).
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Comfort for the
Afflicted
(continued from
October 2018)
Violence
Brother Coats correctly stated,
“Isn’t it strange that the first violence ever committed was brother
against brother? Cain slew his
brother and the murderous spirit
has been on the rampage ever
since” (174). God considered the
nations of Edom and Israel as
brothers. Consider the points made
in the introduction and that Edomites came from Esau and Israelites
from Jacob who were the sons of
Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 25). Since
they were brothers, God commanded Israel not to loathe an
Edomite. “Thou shalt not abhor an
Edomite; for he is thy brother: thou
shalt not abhor an Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in his
land” (Deu. 23:7). In spite of this
instruction, there were continued
hostilities between the two nations.
The Edomites would look for any
way they might find to harm the Israelites. Warren Wiersbe stated this
concerning Esau and Edom’s hatred:
When their founder Esau discovered
he was deprived of his father’s blessing, he determined to kill his brother
Jacob (Gen. 27:41), and this mali-
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cious attitude was passed along to his
descendants. If you had asked them,
“Are you your brother’s keeper?”
they would have replied, “No! We’re
our brother’s killer!” (79).

The psalmist wrote of their encouragement of others to destroy
Jerusalem. “Remember, O Lord, the
children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it,
even to the foundation thereof ”
(Psa. 137:7). Walvoord and Zuck
point out:
Edom’s crimes against Judah went
beyond being spectators who rejoiced over Judah’s misfortune. Because of wrong attitudes, sinful
actions followed. Edom even entered
Jerusalem’s gates, looking down (cf.
v. 12) in arrogance on God’s people
in their calamity. Edom looted their
wealth, killed those who tried to escape, and handed over any survivors
to the attacking armies (1:1457).

It was Edom’s obligation as a
brother to help Israel, but instead of
offering help and assistance to Jerusalem and her inhabitants, Edom
made her burden heavier.
Many are the ones who make living the Christian life difficult for
the Christian. They will do anything within their power to place a
stumbling block before the Christian. Those in the world will persecute, ridicule, mock, ostracize, and
anything else they can do to get the
Christian to return to the filth of
the world. Peter mentions this as he
writes: “For the time past of our life
may suffice us to have wrought the
will of the Gentiles, when we
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
Wherein they think it strange that
ye run not with them to the same
excess of riot, speaking evil of you”
(1 Pet. 4:3-4).
Sadly, Christians are not exempt
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from such activities from other
Christians. Members of the Lord’s
church have often treated preachers
in a way that is simply shameful.
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Most all preachers who have been
preaching for any length of time
can tell you some horror stories of
how brethren have treated them.
Elders have been another favorite of
church members to denigrate. Elders have been attacked by those
under their care. This might be the
reason we are having a shortage of
both elders and preachers in the
church today. Why do these great
works and subject yourself to such
actions on the part of those you
love? God will not overlook the
evils done to His people and He will
take retribution even as He does on
Edom.
There will always be enemies of
the Lord and His people, men opposed to the way of Jehovah. These
men will do anything to stop the
right. Then there are others who
simply cannot decide whose side
they are on. Issues arise (such as
false doctrines on divorce and remarriage or elder reevaluation/reaffirmation) which are decisive and
clear-cut according to God’s Word,
but they do not seem to be able to
choose what is right and what is
wrong. Others will wait for the majority to decide while holding their
finger in the air and go with the airflow. They opt for majority rule instead of standing upon what is right
according to the Scriptures. Some
look at what side has the most
prominent people or the most powerful as they determine power.
There are those who simply look to
those who are supposedly wise
among brethren and follow whatever they state. They will not stand
for the right and ultimately are the
enemies of God.
Edom, by looting the goods of
Jerusalem (Oba. 13), became partakers with the enemy and as such

stood condemned by God. Many of
our brethren need to learn the principle the Edomites learned. Many of
our brethren will join in with the
works of those who are evil. Paul
wrote, “And have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them” (Eph.
5:11). Some will have no fellowship,
but they will not reprove them.
Some will have fellowship with
them in joint works such as a lectureship but deny it is fellowship.
However, during the lectureship
there will be no reproving done of
the false teacher. These brethren
need to remember what John wrote:
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son. If there
come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God
speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds”
(2 John 9-11). We should never be
guilty of this type of evil.
Because of Edom’s hatred for and
evil toward God’s people the prophets denounced them. “Thus saith
the LORD; For three transgressions
of Edom, and for four, I will not
turn away the punishment thereof;
because he did pursue his brother
with the sword, and did cast off all
pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for
ever” (Amos 1:11). “Egypt shall be a
desolation, and Edom shall be a
desolate wilderness, for the violence
against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent
blood in their land” (Joel 3:19). Violence against the people of God is
not justified. Notice a couple of specific acts of violence Edom perpeJanuary 2019

trated against the children of Judah.
Cut Off Israel’s Escape
An enemy had come against Jerusalem. It is not certain and certainly debated as to which enemy
Obadiah refers. Richards asks:
Which invasion? There were six invasions of Judah which might fit the
book, though the last fits best. These
are: By (1) Shishak of Egypt (1 Kings
14:25–28); (2) Arabs and Philistines
(2 Chron. 21:16–17); (3) Syrians
(2 Chron. 24:23–24); (4) Edom
(2 Kings 14:7–14); (5) Several
enemies during the time of Ahaz
(2 Chron. 29:8–9), and Assyria in the
reign of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18–19);
(6) The Babylonians, who destroyed
the city and its temple (2 Chron.
36:15–22) (545).

However, Keil states:
The warning in vv. 12–14 is only intelligible on the supposition, that
Obadiah has not any particular conquest and plundering of Jerusalem in
his mind, whether a future one or
one that has already occurred, but
regards this as an event that not only
has already taken place, but will take
place again: that is to say, on the assumption that he rises from the particular historical event to the idea
which it embodied, and that, starting
from this, he sees in the existing case
all subsequent cases of a similar kind
(10:243).

Whatever invasion it might have
been, some of the citizens of Jerusalem tried to escape the city. A common tactic among the Jews would
be to try and escape through the
crossways into the desert and
through Edom into Egypt.
The Edomites intercepted them,
preventing their escape to safety.
They killed some of the escapees,
while they took others as prisoners
and returned them to the enemy for
them to destroy. “Neither shouldest
thou have stood in the crossway, to
cut off those of his that did escape;
Defender
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neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain
in the day of distress” (Oba. 14).
Matthew Henry wrote:
One cannot read this without a high
degree of compassion towards those
who were thus basely abused, who
when they fled from the sword of an
open enemy, and thought they had
got out of the reach of it, fell upon
and fell by the sword of a treacherous
neighbour, whom they were not apprehensive of any danger from. Nor
can one read this without a high degree of indignation towards those
who were so perfectly lost to all humanity as to exercise such cruelty
upon such proper objects of compassion.

retribution for us.
Rejoiced Over Israel’s Disaster
When the enemy came against
Jerusalem and destroyed it, Edom
sat on the sidelines and rejoiced
over Jerusalem’s destruction. “But
thou shouldest not have looked on
the day of thy brother in the day
that he became a stranger; neither
shouldest thou have rejoiced over
the children of Judah in the day of
their destruction; neither shouldest
thou have spoken proudly in the
day of distress” (Oba 12). Obadiah
reveals the Edomites true feelings
toward Jerusalem. They hated their
brother, the Jews. Thus, when this
destruction came upon the Israelites, the Edomites rejoiced. Clark
and Mundhenk write:

Some people (and it seems as if it
is constantly increasing in
numbers), like the Edomites, have
You should not have gloated over the
difficulty determining who the
misfortune of your brothers in
enemy is. When Thomas B. Warren
Judah: the word gloated means remet atheists (first Anthony G. N.
joiced with bad motives or for wrong
Flew then Wallace I. Matson, and
reasons. The repetition of brothers
lastly Joe E. Barnhart) in debate,
again underlines the treacherousness
some in the Lord’s church conof Edomite behavior (22).
demned the actions of brother
Clark adds:
Warren in debating these men.
It shows a malevolent heart to rejoice
When I debated Baptist Bob L. Ross
in the miseries of those who have
on mechanical instrumental music
acted unkindly or wickedly towards
in worship to God, a member of the
us. The Edomites triumphed when
they saw the judgments of God fall
church of Christ served as his modupon the Jews.
erator. These types of events are
Paul taught that in the body of
nothing new; they have happened
Christ
when one member suffers or
many times through the years because certain individuals cannot de- rejoices the whole body should feel
with the one member. “And
cide who is the enemy. These types
whether one member suffer, all the
of individuals are spiritually blind
members suffer with it; or one
and eventually traitors to the cause
of Christ. Jesus said, “He that is not member be honoured, all the
members rejoice with it” (1 Cor.
with me is against me; and he that
12:26). There is to be empathy one
gathereth not with me scattereth
for another. This sympathy one for
abroad” (Mat. 12:30). If you do not
another is especially true of family
help the people of God, you do not
relations. God has reminded Edom
help God; just as when you persethat they are brothers with Israel.
cute Christ’s people, you persecute
Yet, when this invading nation
Christ (Acts 9:4). The Lord will
came upon Israel, the Edomites
turn their evil upon them taking
4
Defender
January 2019

acted worse than someone who was
just neutral. The Edomites were too
cowardly to actively and openly
fight against Jerusalem themselves,
but they stood on the sidelines and
gloated over Jerusalem’s demise at
the hands of someone else. They
also gave aid and support to the
enemy of Israel.
Christians need to rejoice over
the right things and sorrow over the
proper things also. We need to beware lest we rejoice over the wrong
things. The Bible teaches we are to
find our delight in spiritual things,
things that are good and not evil.
David, the sweet singer of Israel,
wrote, “Delight thyself also in the
Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart” (Psa. 37:4).
Then we are to delight in God’s
Word: “But his delight is in the law
of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night. (Psa. 1:2).
We are to center our mind on the
good: “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on
these things” (Phi. 4:8). Then we
will delight to obey God’s Word as
David wrote: “I delight to do thy
will, O my God: yea, thy law is
within my heart” (Psa. 40:8).
Our society no longer stresses
thinking and doing right things,
and many Christians have succumbed to the world in their thinking. Instead of thinking on that
which is good, how often do we
turn on the television and watch
shows and advertisements that a
few years ago would have made
most people blush? When we read,
many read these romantic novels

and other trashy material or get on
the Internet and fill our minds with
the easily accessible filth found
there. Often we justify ourselves by
saying we would never engage in
such activities, yet they forget about
Paul’s statement after naming all
sorts of evil actions when he writes,
“Who knowing the judgment of
God, that they which commit such
things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in
them that do them” (Rom. 1:32).
Are our pleasures mainly centered
around sports, politics, recreation,
or other such worldly things? As
Christians our pleasure must center
upon that which is right and good
according to God’s Word.
Not only must we center our
minds on spiritual matters, we
should not think those who simply
stand on the sideline when the
righteous are attacked by those who
are evil will escape the judgment of
God. Additionally, those who rejoice over evil and take joy when
good men are attacked and have
their characters assassinated (instead of coming to their aid), God
will take vengeance upon them.
ISRAEL’S COMFORT
As much as Obadiah is a condemnation of Edom, it is also a
message of comfort for the Israelites. Jehovah is one who provides
true comfort. Paul writes, “Blessed
be God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies,
and the God of all comfort; Who
comforteth us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God”
(2 Cor. 1:3-4). God gives comfort to
His people when they have suffered
from the evils of wicked people.

Paul was suffering unjust attacks
and would tell the Corinthian brethren the coming of Titus comforted him. However, in addition to
the comfort the coming of Titus
gave him, he received greater comfort from God. “Nevertheless God,
that comforteth those that are cast
down, comforted us by the coming
of Titus” (2 Cor. 7:6).
Punishment for the Persecutors
Here we have the situation of the
Israelites being persecuted by their
brethren the Edomites. God
through Obadiah was giving them
comfort. This is the importance of
“the day of the Lord” (Oba. 15).
That day took on a double application. “The day of the Lord” was a
day of destruction for those who
had not lived faithful to God. However, to the righteous, “the day of
the Lord” was a day of deliverance.
God comforts the righteous by
telling us He will take vengeance
upon those who mistreat them. Notice Paul’s comments to the Thessalonians: “Which is a manifest token
of the righteous judgment of God,
that ye may be counted worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which ye
also suffer: Seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense
tribulation to them that trouble
you; And to you who are troubled
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, In flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power; When he shall
come to be glorified in his saints,
and to be admired in all them that
believe (because our testimony
January 2019

among you was believed) in that
day” (2 The. 1:5-10). Punishing
those who cause the righteous to
suffer is the righteous judgment of
God. God will always do what is
right including His judgment
against those who afflict the righteous. The Edomites had afflicted
the Israelites when they should have
been coming to their aid. It was
only right of God to punish them
for such actions.
God will do the same for us in
avenging us of the wrongs done to
us. Thus, we do not need to try and
avenge ourselves. Paul would state:
“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord”
(Rom. 12:19). Instead of taking
vengeance upon them, our attitude
is to be to love them (true love,
agape love). Jesus said, “But I say
unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you” (Mat. 5:44).
Deliverance Through Christ
Another way God comforts the
Israelites is by reminding them of
the great promise of deliverance
that comes to all nations through
Christ. “But upon mount Zion shall
be deliverance, and there shall be
holiness; and the house of Jacob
shall possess their possessions”
(Oba. 17). God had made a promise
to Abraham that through his seed
all nations of the earth would be
blessed (Gen. 12:1-3). So these Israelites had the promise that God
would bring the Messiah through
them, and God would be faithful to
the promise. Israel should realize
that even though a nation might
conquer and afflict them, they
Defender
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would not be destroyed at least
until the fulfillment of the great
Abrahamic promise.
We, like the Israelites, can take
great comfort in the Messiah
through whom true deliverance
comes. When we obey the Gospel
of Christ through our faith, repentance, confession, and baptism, we
become a child of God. John wrote,
“Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that
we should be called the sons of
God: therefore the world knoweth
us not, because it knew him not”
(1 John 3:1). As His children, we are
to take on the nature of our Father.
Peter stated:
According as his divine power hath
given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us
to glory and virtue: Whereby are
given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust
(2 Pet. 1:3-4).

As a partaker of God’s nature, we
are to be holy. Again notice what
Peter said: “But as he which hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in
all manner of conversation; Because
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am
holy” (1 Pet. 1:15-16). The basic
meaning of holy is “set apart.” Holy
as applied to God is that He is set
apart from sin (He is light Jam.
1:17; 1 John 1:5). When it is applied
to man, while we cannot be free of
sin (Rom. 6:23) we are to be freed
from sin. That freedom takes place
as we come in contact with the
blood of Christ in baptism (Acts
22:16). We then live separate from
sin (walking in the light 1 John
1:7). We then have the assurance we
will be His children and He will be
6
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our God. “Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God” (2 Cor. 6:17-7:1). In having
God as our Father, we have all the
blessings that come from Him.
“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”
(Eph. 1:3). Some of these blessings
would be that we are new creatures
(2 Cor. 5:17), because we have been
born into the family of God (John
3:1-7). We have redemption
through the blood of Christ, the
forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7; Col.
1:14). In Christ we have the blessing
of no condemnation (Rom. 8:1) and
of salvation (2 Tim. 2:10). As a
child of God, we have the promise
that God will be with us:
Let your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with
such things as ye have: for he hath
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say,
The Lord is my helper, and I will not
fear what man shall do unto me
(Heb. 13:5-6).

We have access to the Father
(Eph. 2:18) so we can “[Cast] all
your care upon him; for he careth
for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). What greater
comfort than to know the God of
the universe is our Father and will
be with us, protect us, and care for
us.
CONCLUSION
When we continue to the end of
our lives in faithfulness to God, we
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receive the final comfort that God
gives unto us. What a wonderful
promise and comfort John gives us
when he writes, “Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is” (1 John 3:2). Christ
says to the church at Smyrna, “Fear
none of those things which thou
shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye
may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). They were
going to suffer unjustly for the
cause of Christ (even as the Israelites were suffering unjustly at the
hands of the Edomites). Some of
the Christians in Smyrna would
suffer death itself. They were to remain faithful even if it caused their
death, but they had the comfort
from Christ that they would receive
a crown that is life itself. Paul at the
end of his life could thus say, “For I
am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8).
We have the promise that gives us
great comfort that we too will receive the same crown of life if we
fight the good fight, finish our
course, and keep the faith. Paul
says, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in

the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Our labor
will not be in vain; we will receive
the crown of life—a home with God
in heaven. There is no greater comfort a person could receive.
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Have We Forgotten Christianity Is More Than Doctrinal Soundness?
Charles Pogue
What must one do to be saved?
What are the specifics of the Scriptural organization, worship, and
work of the church? It is imperative
that we get these matters right in
the local congregation to be pleasing to God. That being said, I see
and hear things over and over again
raising in my mind the question,
have we forgotten there is more to
Christianity than doctrinal soundness?
When one reads the New Testament beginning with Romans, there
are numerous mentions of what we
commonly refer to as the first principles of the doctrine of Christ. However, there are things written of in
a far greater number of passages in
those epistles than hear, believe, repent, confess, and be baptized.
These epistles were written to congregations or to individuals, and
what is discussed the most is how
the Christian remains in fellowship
with God and thereby in fellowship
with others who are also in fellowship with God.
The epistles are heavily given to
the fundamental dos and do nots of
Christian living. Over and over we
are warned to stay away from greed,
fornication, lying, stealing, covet-

ousness, drunkenness, foul language, and lewd activities of every
sort. Parents are instructed on the
how of rearing their children. Children are told to obey their parents.
Christians are told how to treat one
another and how to treat those who
are outside of Christ. The list goes
on and on.
In a word, the epistles are much
given to the matter of morality versus immorality. The contrast made
by the apostle Paul between the
works of the flesh and the fruit of
the spirit is a passage that immediately comes to mind. In Galatians
5:16-26 the apostle Paul pens these
words:
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one
to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would. But if ye be led
of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and
such like: of the which I tell you be-

fore, as I have also told you in time
past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no
law. And they that are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let
us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not
be desirous of vain glory, provoking
one another, envying one another.

We spend a lot of our time in our
writing and preaching addressing
innovations in the church, corruption of fellowship doctrine, and
practicing all sorts of activities for
which there is no authority in the
Scripture for the church to do. We
should spend a lot of time on these
issues. We should not, though,
spend such a great portion of our
time if we do not address matters
such as dancing, immodesty, and
foul speech. Because we are sometimes prone to severely limit the
time we spend dealing with such
matters, I fear many of us are either
completely in the dark regarding
either the affection for or participation in bad corrupt behavior.
It is bad when (as I have witContinued on Page 6
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The Effects of
Liberalism and
Humanism on
the Home
Introduction
The home is the foundation of
society. The very fabric of an orderly, meaningful society is woven
within the home and marriage unit.
President James A. Garfield stated,
“the sanctity of marriage and the
family relation makes the cornerstone of our American society and
civilization.” The reason is that society is made up of people, and
people are built in homes. When
the home is threatened or destroyed, then people will not be
built as God wants them with the
result that society as a whole will
suffer.
Our nation is in trouble. This is
evidenced by the rising crime rate.
People are literally afraid of leaving
their homes for fear of being accosted, beaten, robbed, raped,
killed, etc. Often there is no reason
for this except they were walking on
someone’s turf. Daily we read of
drive-by murders (someone out to
avenge themselves of some supposed wrong and killing anyone
around). Then there is another type
of murder that has become legalized in our nation—abortion. Some
2
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viciously rip, tear, and destroy humans who cannot defend themselves and should be protected
because they are in a place that
should be safe—the womb—but is
now one of the most dangerous
places in the world, and others love
and insist to have it so. The homosexual community has continued to
make inroads into America. They
have convinced many Americans
that this wicked perversion is
simply an alternate lifestyle into
which they were born. They continue to cry for their rights (see
Rom. 1:26-27, 31-32) and have become one of the most influential
groups in our nation. This list of
evils within our nation could go on
and on (drunkenness, fornication
and adultery, witchcraft, hatred,
disrespect for authority and those
in authority, materialism, etc.).
Just about everything begins in
the home including respect for authority and lawlessness. As the saying goes, “As the twig is bent, so
grows the tree.” The Bible recognizes this principle in the commands of parents and specifically
fathers to train up their children in
the “nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4). When one is disobedient to the parents it will lead
to all types of evil within the individual. “Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents” (Rom. 1:30). “For men
shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy” (2 Tim. 3:2).
When children are not brought up
with the proper teaching, then what
the wise man wrote is true: “There is
a generation that curseth their
father, and doth not bless their
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mother” (Pro. 30:11). That truly is
the situation in America today.
The home is under attack today
in America. Brother Winford Claiborne correctly observed:
Attacks against the home are so numerous and so vicious that it appears
a conspiracy to destroy the home
exist in our society. Some of those attacks against the home are theological; others are social, political and
academic. Secular humanism has
had a detrimental impact on everyone of those attacks against the
home. It has provided the inspiration
for sociologists, psychologists, anthropologists, media personnel, liberal politicians and theologians
(86-87).

Nations cannot long exist when
they leave God. “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach
to any people” (Pro. 14:34). While
God is longsuffering to people and
nations, there comes a time when
that patience comes to an end and
God chastises that nation (Heb.
12:5-11).
At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull
down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will
repent of the evil that I thought to do
unto them. And at what instant I
shall speak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to build and
to plant it; If it do evil in my sight,
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that it obey not my voice, then I will
repent of the good, wherewith I said
I would benefit them (Jer. 18:7-10).

We begin wondering how long
God will put up with this nation
that has turned against God. Since
it begins in the home and the home
is under attack, it is profitable for us
to consider and study how these
things (humanism and liberalism)
affects the home.
Humanism
Sadly, many do not know and
understand Humanism. Many will
confuse Humanism with Humanitarianism. We should all be humanitarian—that is, we should do
good to others, show compassion,
be kind, and merciful. Humanism is
not humanitarianism. The effects of
Humanism will destroy the humanitarian attitude in people. If
Humanism is not Humanitarianism, what is it?
Humanism is best defined by the
two manifestos written by the Humanists to explain their doctrine.
The first was written in 1933 and
the second (a revision and update)
in 1973. Let us consider some of the
doctrines found within the two
manifestos. The first and beginning
point of both documents is the denial of the existence of God. Denying God’s existence, they then deny
the divinity of Jesus Christ, the inspiration of the Bible, the existence
of the soul and thus life after death
with heaven and hell. Notice some
quotes from the Manifestos.
We find insufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a supernatural. As nontheists, we begin with
humans, not God, nature not deity.
As in 1933, humanists still believe
that traditional theism, especially
faith in the prayer-hearing God, assumed to love and care for persons,
to hear and understand their

prayers, and to be able to do something about them, is an unproven
and outmoded faith. Salvationism,
based on mere affirmation, still appears as harmful, diverting people
with false hopes of heaven hereafter.
Reasonable minds look to other
means for survival.
Modern science discredits such historic concepts as the “ghost in the
machine” and the separable soul.”

They not only disbelieve in an afterlife, they think it is damaging:
Promises of immortal salvation or
fear of eternal damnation are both illusory and harmful.

With the elimination of God,
there is also the elimination of a
purpose or value of life.
But we can discover no divine purpose or providence for the human
species. While there is much that we
do not know, humans are responsible for what we are or will become.
No deity will save us; we must save
ourselves.

The Humanist Manifesto 2 recognized this problem in the Preface
referring to events since the first:
Events since then make the earlier
statements seem far too optimistic.
Nazism has shown the depths of
brutality of which humanity is capable. Other totalitarian regimes
have suppressed human rights without ending poverty. Science has
sometimes brought evil as well as
good.... In the choice between despair and home, humanist respond
in this Humanist Manifesto ll with a
positive declaration for times of uncertainty.

Since God does not exist, to the
Humanist, there can be no absolutes, no right and no wrong. Morals are self-determined and
situational (do your own thing as
long as it does not harm anyone
else). With this view they desire the
removal of any distinctive roles between males and females. If there
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are no absolutes, then there can be
no limits regarding sexual freedom
between consenting individuals
(regardless of age). They, therefore,
advocate premarital sex, homosexuality and lesbianism, and incest.
They also demand the right to abortion, because there is no respect of
life and for those who grow old and
a “burden on society” they affirm
the need for euthanasia (mercy killing) and suicide.
In the area of sexuality, we believe
that intolerant attitudes, often cultivated by orthodox religions and puritanical cultures, unduly repress
sexual conduct. The right to birth
control, abortion, and divorce
should be recognized. While we do
not approve of exploitative, denigrating forms of sexual expression,
neither do we wish to prohibit, by
law or social sanction, sexual behavior between consenting adults. The
many varieties of sexual exploration
should not in themselves be considered “evil.” Without countenancing
mindless permissiveness or unbridled promiscuity, a civilized society should be a tolerant one. Short of
harming others or compelling them
to do likewise, individuals should be
permitted to express their sexual
proclivities and pursue their lifestyles as they desire.

The reason they view sexual expression in such a way is because
they have rejected God’s standard of
morals.
We affirm that moral values derive
their source from human experience. Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing no theological or
ideological sanction. Ethics stem
from human need and interest. To
deny this distorts the whole basis of
life.

If this is true, then we are faced
with some moral questions with the
main question being: How can any
act be considered wrong? If one disDefender
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is basically and essentially Humanist. One of the more renown liberals
or modernists of our day is John
Shelby Spong. Spong was the
bishop of the Newark, New Jersey,
Diocese of the Episcopal Church
(now retired). Spong is a good illustration of what liberal theology is
doing to the home and to morals in
our nation. He wrote a book titled
Living In Sin? in which he sets forth
his views (and the views of those
who are modernists and liberals).
In noticing what Mister Spong advocates, we begin seeing a parallel
between the modernist (liberal) and
the Humanist. While the Humanist
rejects the idea of God (they are
non-theist), Spong does believe that
God exists. Though he believes God
is, he rejects the Bible as the inerrent, infallible, verbally inspired
Word of God.
A word of caution is in order
here concerning the use of semantics in dealing with the Modernists
and liberals. They will often speak
of the same things we speak of and
use the same terms we use. However, they do not mean what we
mean by the terms. They will speak
of the inspiration of the Bible, but
they do not mean what we mean.
They do not believe the Bible is verbally (word by word) inspired of
God. What they might mean is that
the Bible is inspired just like any
good writing was inspired, or they
mean that the overall teachings of
the Bible are inspired but not the
actual words and details. The
writers wrote out of their own
knowledge, feelings, and background. They will, thus, speak of
the Bible’s mistakes and contradictions. For example, they will speak
of the resurrection of Christ, but
Liberalism
they do not believe that the body of
Modernistic and liberal theology Jesus that was laid in the tomb was
4
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cusses murder, euthanasia (mercy
killing, or murdering the aged and
infirmed), abortion (murdering
babies in the womb), infanticide
(murdering newborn babies), upon
what basis would one consider any
of these actions wrong. In the sexual realm there could not be anything wrong with incest, bestiality,
or rape (while many would not
place this within the subject no one
can deny that there is a sexual aspect of rape). Discrimination of any
form whether sexual, racial, social,
or any other type, could not be considered wrong or evil.
If morals are from human experience, as Humanists claim, then
whose human experience should
we go by. Should we live according
to the human experience of Hitler,
Mussolini, or a Stalin or Khrushchev, or a Ted Bundy or some
other mass murderer? They also say
that morals are situational and autonomous, however this is a contradiction. Morals cannot be both
situational and at the same time be
autonomous. Autonomous means
self-law; thus, one does what he
feels is best—he is a law unto himself. In this case every man is his
own law, and no one can impose
their law on anyone else. If you believe it is wrong to rape and murder
but I want to do it, you cannot say it
is wrong, and I am under obligation
to rape and murder.
If, however, morals are situational, then nothing is right or
wrong on its own basis, it all depends on the situation. If the situation is of such a nature that rape
and murder appears to be best, then
I am under obligation to perform
this action.

physically and actually raised from
the dead. When they speak of the
resurrection of Christ, they might
mean that His ideas and teachings
were brought back to people’s
thinking or were being taught
again. Spong, like all Modernists
and Liberals, affirms that the Bible
is full of contradictions, anachronisms, and prejudices.
If the Bible is simply written
from the writers own thinking, feelings, and background, then we cannot state that what is found in the
Bible concerning morals and ethics
can be applied to our lifestyles.
Thus, Spong ridicules those who
obtain their sexual norms from
Scripture. Spong affirms that marriage is not the only relationship
where the sexual privileges may be
enjoyed, there is nothing wrong
with premarital or extramarital sexual relations. He states that
churches must have an encouraging
word to those who are unmarried,
divorced, and the post-married
whether through death or desertion
and any sexual relations they might
want to engage in. He believes that
those churches who condemn such
actions are going to die out because
they cannot relate to people of our
society. Regarding homosexuality,
Spong believes that churches cannot expect them to change in any
way. We must accept them for what
they are and that they are simply
living an alternate lifestyle. He
wants churches to embrace practicing homosexuals and even develop
some ritualistic ceremony for homosexual unions. He states that our
society has produced prejudice toward homosexuality and those
committing such and it is the
churches responsibility to bring
about change in society to learn to
accept such and recognize the posi-

tive good of such a lifestyle in some
people’s lives. He affirms the same
thing concerning women and divorce. Ethically speaking there is no
difference between John Shelby
Spong and a Humanist, and he
would probably agree completely
with the Humanist on every point
except the existence of God.
Some might ask at this point:
Why talk about Spong? He is not of
us, he is a part of a liberal denomination, why use him. The main reason is that the only difference
between Spong and some of our liberal brethren like Rubel Shelly,
Marvin Philips, Jim Woodroof,
Steve Flatt, Andre Resner, Max Lucado, Joe Beam, Buddy Bell, Jeff
Walling, Mike Cope, Terry Rush,
and a host of others is simply a
matter of degree. The underlying
principle is the same: a rejection of
the Bible as the infallible, inerrent,
plenary (in its totality) verbally
(word by word) inspired Word of
God, which is also the basis for
what Spong believes and what Humanism affirms. A single example
of this would be the article written
by Andre Resner (a former Bible
professor at Abilene Christian University) titled “Christmas at Matthew’s House” and published in
Wineskins edited by Rubel Shelly
and Mike Cope. In this article Resner denies the virgin birth of Jesus
by opining that Mary (the mother
of Jesus) was another sexually questionable woman, the exact same
view as held by Spong and the Humanist.
This principle is also the basis for
every denomination in existence.
They will deny some aspect of God’s
Word. Read 1 Peter 3:21 or the first
part of Mark 16:16 and see if they
believe it. There is no difference (at

least in principle) in rejecting these
verses (or other verses) and in rejecting the Bible’s ethic—its laws
concerning morals and the home.
To see how this affects the home,
consider the statement the Southern Baptists made recently that said
the wife was to lovingly submit to
the authority of her husband and
the furor that resulted. Yet, this is
what the Bible has always stated.
“Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the
Lord” (Eph. 5:22). Yet, the majority
of people and denominations today
(including our liberal brethren) refuse to accept such clear plain statements of the Bible.
Effects on the Home
It should be obvious to all that
both Humanism and Liberalism affect the home as God has instituted
and arranged. For homes to
prosper, they must be built on God
and His Word. The Psalmist wrote,
“Except the LORD build the house,
they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the
watchman waketh but in vain” (Psa.
127:1). God gave the principles of
successful homes and marriages
with His Word. He also gave principles that will lead to successful relationships between people
(including husbands and wives).
However, Humanism denies the existence of God and advances the
idea that God’s Word is detrimental
to society and the home in particular. Thus, it will lead to unhappiness
and unfulfilled homes.
The basic idea of Humanism is
self. Self is god to the Humanist.
(Eventually the same is true of Liberalism. They dethrone God for self
and selfish desires.) However, for
marriages to be successful, each
mate needs to be putting the will
February 2019

and wishes of the other above self.
Marriage has never been a 50-50
proposition, it is a complete giving
of self to satisfy one’s marriage partner. It is none of self and all of mate.
(We must understand that God
comes first within our lives. Jesus
said to “seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness” in Mat.
6:33. However, when we are seeking
God first—living and abiding by
His principles revealed within the
pages of the New Testament—we
will be doing what is here advocated.) When one in the marriage
relationship is more concerned with
self than with their mate, it will lead
to disaster within the marriage.
Humanists are determined to destroy the home as God intended.
They realize that to destroy religion
and have everyone yield to the Humanist Philosophy, they must destroy the home. To accomplish their
goal, they use sex and undermine
sexual fidelity within the marriage
relationship. They begin in the
school systems to accomplish their
goals. Consider what James Dobson
wrote:
Secular humanists, particularly the
more radical activists, have a specific
objective in mind for the future.
They hope to accomplish that goal
primarily by isolating children from
their parents...It will then be relatively easy to “reorient” and indoctrinate the next generation of
Americans. This strategy explains
why their most bitter campaigns are
being waged over school curricula
and other issues that involve our
kids. Children are the key to the future (Bauer and Dobson 35).

Sister Rita Rhodes Ward adds:
When the Christian mother leads
her 6-year-old to the first grade
room or her 5-year-old to kindergarten, she leads him from the sheltered environment of the home into
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the cold, pagan environment of secular humanism. From that day on,
the child will be taught two contradictory religions (520).

Lest some think that this is
simply overreacting consider what
Humanist Charles Pierce said:
Every child in America entering
school at the age of five is mentally
ill, because he comes to schools with
certain allegiances toward our
founding fathers, toward our elected
officials, toward his parents, toward
a belief in a supernatural Being, toward the sovereignty of this nation
as a separate entity. It’s up to you
teachers to make all of these sick
children well by creating the international children of the future
(Thompson 24).

values systems parents have tried to
impress upon their children. Dobson
lists three reasons that humanists
have chosen child and adolescent
sexuality as a battleground: (1) By
teaching a different sexual ethic, they
can drive a wedge between parents
and children; (2) By undermining
sexual fidelity on which marriage is
based, the family can be destroyed;
(3) By destroying religious values
concerning sex, they can destroy
children’s faith (Beard 184).

Schools across the country are implementing liberal sex education
courses into their curricula. They
have tried to justify this by arguing
that such courses will help reduce
the dangers of teen pregnancy and
AIDS. But these reasons only mask
their true agenda. By opening the
classrooms to frank discussions
about sexuality, humanistic educators know they can subvert the

Conclusion
Brethren, we are in a war. It is
not a war fought with guns and
other types of physical armaments,
it is a battle for the mind of man.
This battle also has far greater consequences than that of a physical
war, it has eternal consequences. It
also has consequences for the nation. If we lose this battle, then our
homes (as God intended) will be
destroyed. Sadly, in many respects
we are losing this battle. Consider
the question as to what constitutes a
family? It has been defined simply
as two people who love each other
(this includes homosexuals, pedophiles, etc.). The idea of a young
couple “falling in love,” getting married, having children, and living together till death is becoming less

Continued from Page 1
nessed) a brother publicly speaks
evil of your church, but just as bad
when his wife holds an affection for
the rock and roll dancing of her
youth and is not hesitant to tell it to
the world. The only thing worse is
when brethren hold neither one of
the two accountable. Where are we
going? The answer, if we are not
careful, is into absolute worldliness.
It is not only young people we
need to be concerned with today. It

includes the old grey hairs as well.
We are living in the years when the
people who were teenagers in the
foul 1960s are in their 60s and 70s,
and many of them have brought the
behavior they engaged in as teens
right along with them. Some never
grew into adulthood and never matured as Christians. They have not
done as Paul said he did when he
grew to manhood. He put away
childish things (1 Cor. 13:11).
We need many more sermons

One of the major means Humanists use in the school systems to
accomplish their goals is sex education.
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common and this definition of
family has disappeared. Let us beware and begin teaching the principles God has established within His
Word. This is right, and it is for our
good. “And the LORD commanded
us to do all these statutes, to fear
the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us
alive, as it is at this day” (Deu. 6:24).
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based on verses such as James 1:27,
“Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”
False doctrine threatens the
Lord’s church, but it is not one whit
more threatened by error in teaching and practice than it is with
members who have not separated
themselves from worldliness.
Beeville, TX
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The Church and Liberalism
Lee Moses
The church of our Lord Jesus
Christ, as glorious as it may be, is
not without flaws. No, no flaw can
be found in its Divine origin, de‐
sign, or headship. Its flaws are
found in its human membership,
the “living stones” that comprise
the church. When warning of
apostasy to come, the apostle Paul
had said to Christians, more
specifically to elders of the Lord’s
church, “Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse
things” (Acts 20:30). The greatest
threats to the church and within
the church of recent decades are
the “perverse things” sheltered un‐
der the umbrella of liberalism.
DEFINING LIBERALISM
Liberalism denotes a denial of
the plenary verbal inspiration of
Scripture. It denotes a denial of
Christ’s virgin birth and other mir‐
acles recorded in Scripture. It
refers to a diminishing of the sig‐
nificance of sin, the reality and
eternality of hell, and the necessity
of the blood atonement of Jesus
Christ. Liberalism can also pertain
to the “change agents,” who seek to
reshape the church into something
they find more pleasing. Nailing
down a definition of liberalism can

prove almost as difficult as getting
a liberal to tell you precisely what
he believes.
Pertinent dictionary defini‐
tions of liberal include, “Open to
new behavior or opinions and
willing to discard traditional val‐
ues” and “(esp. of an interpretation
of a law) broadly construed or un‐
derstood; not strictly literal or ex‐
act” (“Liberal” 1006). Amending
these specifically to define spiritual
liberals, the first definition would
then read, “Open to new behavior
or opinions even when antithetical
to Biblical teachings and willing to
discard traditional values even
when those values are based on
Biblical teachings.” The second
definition would read, “(esp. of an
interpretation of the Bible)
broadly construed or understood;
not strictly literal or exact.”
Brother David P. Brown observes,
“All false doctrines are either lib‐
eral or anti” (4). As the doctrines
contrived and promulgated by anti
preachers and teachers bind what
God has never bound, so the doc‐
trines contrived and promulgated
by liberal preachers and teachers
loose what God has never loosed.

Liberalism seeks to rob the
Scriptures of the authority God has
vested in them. This is the central
attribute of liberalism. The religion
taught and practiced by liberals
may bear some resemblances to
that of the Bible, but it is not de‐
rived from the Bible. Liberals do
not approach the Bible as their
true source of religion, as they fail
to acknowledge the authority in‐
herent in the Bible. Roy Deaver
wrote:
Liberalism believes in God, but
not in the God of the Bible. Liber‐
alism believes in Christ, but not
in the Christ of the Bible. Liberal‐
ism believes in inspiration, but
not in the inspiration the Bible
claims for itself. Liberalism be‐
lieves in “truth,” but not in “truth”
as presented by the Bible (5).

Within liberalism one can find
such subcategories as modernism,
ecumenism, and the “change
movement”—each of which con‐
tain a select number of the liberal
doctrines mentioned at the begin‐
ning of this section. What they all
hold in common is a disregard for
and loosening of the Divine au‐
thority of the Scriptures.
Continued on Page 3
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Some Ways We
Brought Famine
There are not many things
worse than a famine. A shortage of
food brings disastrous results. As
bad as a dearth of food is, there are
other types of famine that are far
worse. A physical famine only has
temporary results, but a spiritual
famine has eternal consequences.
We have a spiritual famine in our
land. Notice some of the ways we
brought this famine.
Quit Studying the Bible
The Scriptures warned us that
not knowing God’s Word will bring
disaster. The wise man wrote:
They would none of my counsel:
they despised all my reproof.
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit
of their own way, and be filled
with their own devices. For the
turning away of the simple shall
slay them, and the prosperity of
fools shall destroy them (Pro.
1:30-32).

Because people would not
have God’s Word and despised it,
they went after their own ways
leading to destruction. Thus,
during the time of the prophets,
they would tell the people of their
destruction because they did not
know God’s Word. Hosea states
concerning the northern kingdom
of Israel: “My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge: because
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will
2
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also reject thee, that thou shalt be
no priest to me: seeing thou hast
forgotten the law of thy God, I will
also forget thy children” (Hos. 4:6).
Isaiah states concerning Jerusalem,
“Therefore my people are gone into
captivity, because they have no
knowledge: and their honourable
men are famished, and their
multitude dried up with thirst”
(Isa. 5:13). Later, Jeremiah
reiterates this about Jerusalem:
“For my people is foolish, they have
not known me; they are sottish
[silly—NKJV] children, and they
have none understanding: they are
wise to do evil, but to do good they
have no knowledge” (Jer. 4:22).
The Israelites had the
responsibility of knowing God’s
Word and teaching that Word to
their children. They failed
miserably with the result that they
did not know. They stopped
learning God’s Word resulting in
wickedness and sin.
We have ready access to the
Bible. Yet, today, how many even
read the Scriptures. I can
remember a time when at the
beginning of Bible classes the
teacher asked the question: How
many daily Bible readers? Those
numbers were then published
(often in bulletins or announced),
but those days are long past. I think
most all realize that if that question
was asked today in Bible classes,
the responses would be
embarrassing. However, that is
simply reading the Scriptures, and
as much good as that will do us, it
is nothing in comparison to
actually studying the Scriptures.
There would be far fewer who
study the Scriptures than simply
read them. Thus, we observe the
lack of knowledge in congregations
and the world in general. The result
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of that ignorance in the world is
the immorality and ungodliness
that is so pervasive in our society.
The result in the church is the
growing apostasy and departures
from the faith.
Through a knowledge of God
and His Word, man will be saved.
Jesus, in His prayer, said, “And this
is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John
17:3). Later, Paul would write to
Timothy concerning God: “Who
will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). In this
construction the ultimate end is
stated first and then the means to
that end is stated. The way man will
be saved is by coming to a
knowledge of the truth.
We can only come to a
knowledge of the truth and thus be
saved by study of God’s Word.
Paul’s words to Timothy are
apropos and applicable to all of us:
“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).
Did Not Make Proper Choices
Each person’s life consists of
making choices. When we are in
our youth, our choices are greatly
limited by our parents. As we grow
and develop, our choices and the
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importance of those choices
increase. Some of those early
choices might be as innocent as to
what candy to buy when given the
opportunity. As we grow up, we
might have to decide whether to
stay in school or drop out, then if
we wish to go to college or a trade
school. If we decide to go to college,
should we go to a so-called
Christian university or a state-run
school (I do not endorse any of our
schools and universities). While
still in our youth, we make
decisions of what we will do with
our lives, the occupation we will
pursue. Certainly, one of the most
important decisions we will make is
our life’s companion. Our lives are
filled with choices and the decisions
we make determine the life we live.
The most important choice we
can make in our life is spiritual in
nature: whether we become a
Christian and then if we live the
Christian life or not. Joshua made a
decision for both himself and his
family as he called the Israelites to
make a choice: “And if it seem evil
unto you to serve the Lord, choose

you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your
fathers served that were on the
other side of the flood, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye
dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord” (Jos.
24:15). Likewise, Elijah told the
people of his day that they needed
to choose: “And Elijah came unto
all the people, and said, How long
halt ye between two opinions? if
the Lord be God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him. And the
people answered him not a word”
(1 Kin. 18:21). Peter and the other
apostles appealed and encouraged
the Jews to obey the Gospel: “And
with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save
yourselves from this untoward
generation” (Acts 2:40).
After one becomes a Christian,
he is still faced with choices he
must make. All through the day,
one is making a choice as to live
the life of a Christian in glorifying
God or to choose to live for self.
We make the choice as to whether
we choose to honor God by

attending Bible classes (Sunday and
Wednesday) and worship services.
We choose to take the oppor‐
tunities God provides us (provi‐
dentially) in spreading the Gospel
to others.
The choices we observe people
making have deteriorated over
time. More often than not they
make the choice for selfgratification and this physical life,
while not even considering the
spiritual aspect. Paul, one who
lived a successful life, said, “While
we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are
not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal”
(2 Cor. 4:18). If more people would
keep these simple principles in
mind, they would make better
decisions. Jesus taught us to seek
first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Mat. 6:33). If we
make our decisions based on
seeking first the kingdom, we will
be successful in life. As more make
improper decisions, we bring more
famine to our land.

Continued from Page 1
LIBERALISM’S HISTORY OF
RAPID DEVELOPMENT AND
DEPARTURE
One can trace liberalism back
to the serpent in the Garden of
Eden. The serpent denied that
God truly meant what He said,
which constituted an assault on
the authority of God’s Word. Un‐
witting minions of that ancient
serpent have followed his foot‐
steps throughout history. Con‐
sider how shortly after receiving
the Ten Commandments and
agreeing to God’s covenant at

Sinai the Israelites lost faith and
violated those terms by descend‐
ing into idolatry (Exo. 32:1-6). It
was not long after the glory of the
Lord sanctified Israel’s tabernacle
for worship that the people re‐
fused to enter the Promised Land
when God commanded them to
enter. When God afterward re‐
fused them entrance for forty
years, they insisted on invading
the land of Canaan—when they
had no Divine authority to do so
(Num. 14).
It never takes long after the
introduction of the religion of

God to an area before malcon‐
tents begin casting doubt on the
clear words of the Lord. Mere
decades following the introduc‐
tion of restored New Testament
Christianity to the United States,
the vast majority of brethren
chose to reject Bible authority in
favor of such innovations as the
missionary society and mechani‐
cal musical instruments in wor‐
ship. The preferred designation at
that time was digressive, but their
mind set was essentially the same
as the liberalism of today.
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The colleges that once pro‐
vided the brotherhood with
Scripturally knowledgeable
preachers became the earliest in‐
cubators for liberalism.
A SHAPE-SHIFTING THREAT
One might speculate on
where liberalism will go in the fu‐
ture—will significantly more lib‐
eral congregations quit calling
themselves “churches of Christ”;
will they become part of the
Christian Church denomination
or become another denomination
altogether; what new doctrines
will they conceive and embrace?
It is difficult to know exactly what
the liberalism of 20 years from
now will be like. Liberals tend to
be “wave[s] of the sea driven with
the wind and tossed” (Jam. 1:6).
Like Proteus of Greek mythology,
a liberal can change his shape
mid-conversation.
T. S. Eliot astutely observes:
That Liberalism may be a ten‐
dency towards something very
different from itself, is a possibil‐
ity in its nature.… It is a move‐
ment not so much defined by its
end, as by its starting point; away
from, rather than toward, some‐
thing definite (12).

What one writer observed
about postmodernism also ap‐
plies to liberalism:
He is not content to adapt to
what he finds [in Scripture]; the
postmodernist feels that he must
be a change agent. He honestly
feels that the traditional church
cannot survive without his ex‐
pertise and guidance (Sanders
208).

ANGLES OF ATTACK
Liberals have favorite angles
of attack they like to take against
sound brethren.
4
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You Are Outdated
Liberals will call sound
brethren “throwbacks,” “moss‐
backs,” “dinosaurs”; anything to
assert their superior relevance.
However, when apostasy has oc‐
curred, one must go back to the
“first works” (Rev. 2:5). The “good
way” is still found in the “old
paths” (Jer. 6:16). Christians are
not called to relevance; they are
called to faithfulness.
We Actually Practice Christian‐
ity the Way it Used to Be
Liberals want to have it both
ways. They claim they are doing
something new, exciting, and rev‐
olutionary while sound brethren
are stuck in the past. At the same
time, many liberals claim they are
practicing Christianity as in‐
tended, while conservatives prac‐
tice a corrupted, Johnny-comelately version of Christianity.
Speaking of liberalism and funda‐
mentalism within Protestant de‐
nominations, and even as he took
jabs at the other side, Harvard
professor Kirsopp Lake admitted:
It is a mistake often made by ed‐
ucated persons who happen to
have but little knowledge of his‐
torical theology, to suppose that
fundamentalism is a new and
strange form of thought. It is
nothing of the kind. It is the par‐
tial uneducated survival of a the‐
ology which was once universal‐
ly held by all Christians. How
many were there, for instance, in
Christian churches in the eigh‐
teenth century who doubted the
infallible inspiration of all Scrip‐
ture? A few perhaps, but very
few. No, the fundamentalist may
be wrong, I think he is. But it is
we who have departed from the
tradition, not he, and I am sorry
for the fate of anyone who tries
to argue with a fundamentalist
March 2019

on the basis of authority. The
Bible and the corpus theolog‐
icum of the church are on the
fundamentalist’s side (qtd. in
Gilley 14).

If only the liberals within
professed “churches of Christ”
would display the same honesty!

You’re Unloving and Judgmental
Liberals misuse and abuse se‐
lect passages of Scripture to attack
the Truth and those who love
Truth. Select sugar sticks include
Matthew 7:1, “Judge not, that ye
be not judged.” Of course, Jesus
was not prohibiting making judg‐
ments altogether, but specifically
hypocritical judgments. As He
went on to say, once a wayward
soul had corrected his own sins,
he would be much better
equipped to address others’ sins
(7:3-5). Later in the same sermon,
Jesus warned His hearers to “Be‐
ware of false prophets…by their
fruits ye shall know them” (7:1520). They were to examine and
identify false teachers—this
clearly required a judgment to be
made. Christ certainly con‐
demned hypocritical judgment
and false judgment (John 7:24),
but the Christian today who cor‐
rectly identifies a false teacher
does just as Christ instructed. As
far as the accusations of being
unloving; rebuking sin is not
unloving (Lev. 19:17; Luke 17:34). Neither is insisting on obedi‐
ence to the commandments of
Christ; for Jesus said, “If ye love
me, keep my commandments”
(John 14:15).
WHY OPPOSE LIBERALISM
Faithful Christians must op‐
pose liberalism because liberalism
opposes the authority of God’s
Word, and therefore liberalism

opposes God Himself. The
psalmist wrote, “I will worship to‐
ward thy holy temple, And praise
thy name for thy lovingkindness
and for thy truth: For thou hast
magnified thy word above all thy
name” (Psa. 138:2).
Faithful Christians oppose
liberalism because liberalism
causes churches of Christ to lose
their identity, and to become a
denomination (Rev. 2:5). Faithful
Christians oppose liberalism be‐
cause it causes people to lose their
souls (Mat. 7:21). They also op‐
pose it because liberalism unop‐
posed has far greater success than
when it is opposed.
Sadly, liberalism has had
great success because watchmen,

particularly the elders of the
Lord’s church, have neglected
their responsibility. It is up to to‐
day’s faithful to determine, “They
shall proceed no further” (2 Tim.
3:9).
CONCLUSION
The church, as God designed
it and as Christ rules it, is flawless.
Yet, among its living stones funda‐
mental flaws have arisen, and lib‐
eralism clearly comes of human
origin. It can spring up and
spread very quickly, shifting
shapes with the winds of change.
Liberalism is presently assaulting
the souls of men, the Word of
God, and the bride of Christ. Let
faithful Christians arise to oppose
this insidious threat!
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Errors Heard from Those Who Have Left the Church
Charles Pogue
Over the years there have been
many who have abandoned the
church of Christ. Some of those
have left the church and gone into
indifference if not total unbelief.
There may be a greater number
who have left and joined forces with
the denominational world. There
are several videos posted on
YouTube by some of the people
who give their excuses for leaving
the body of Christ and have joined
themselves to religious error.
Following are a few of the ones I
have heard.
They say churches of Christ
claim there must be authority for
everything one does in worship. It
is not the churches of Christ who
made that rule, God did. Colossians
3:16-17 demonstrate the mandate is
set in stone.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. And whatso‐
ever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv‐
ing thanks to God and the Father
by him.

It is God who has said we must
have authority for all we do in
worship, not members of the
church of Christ. However, God not
only set authority for what we do in
worship but also in all that we do
both word and deed.
Often, those who have left the
church accuse us of overemphasiz‐
ing doctrine. Let them consider a
truth. No one can overemphasize
anything God requires of man. So
far as doctrine is concerned, the
New Testament warns us not to be
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carried about by every wind of
doctrine (Eph. 4:14). In 1 Timothy
1:3 Paul reminds the younger
preacher that he left him in Ephesus
to charge some to teach no other
doctrine. The apostle then lists
some things contrary to sound
doctrine (1:4-10; 4:1-5). In Romans,
Paul expresses his joy those
brethren obeyed from the heart the
doctrine delivered to them to be
made free from sin (Rom. 6:17-18).
We all are to be nourished or
brought up in the words of faith
and good doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6).
Paul further instructed Timothy
that until he came to give
attendance to doctrine through
reading and exhortation (4:13). In
the oft-quoted 2 Timothy 4:2-4,
Paul charged Timothy to preach the
Word in season and out of season.
He was to reprove, rebuke, and
Defender
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exhort with all longsuffering and
what else? Doctrine! How
important is doctrine? The apostle
John states it clearly. “Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son” (2 John 9).
Sound doctrine cannot be
overemphasized.
Again, those who have left the
church falsely accuse brethren of
minimizing God’s grace. What in
the world do they think teaching
and preaching concerning the cross
of Christ are if not maximizing the
grace of God? We are saved by
grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9).
Salvation is a gift from God. Why?
Because none of us can save
ourselves. We are all guilty of sin
(Rom. 3:23), the wages of which is
death, but the gift of God is eternal
life through Christ our Lord (6:23).
We are not guilty of minimizing
God’s grace, but rather those who
have left seem to have forgotten
that the grace that brings salvation
has appeared unto all men, but it
does not save all men. Instead, it
teaches us. God’s grace teaches us
how not to live and how to live (Tit.
2:11-15). How are we to live? As
obedient children (1 Pet. 1:14-16).
The point is grace and obedience to
the doctrine of Christ cannot, they
must not be separated. Faithful
members of the church are not
guilty of minimizing grace. Rather,
those who have left the church have
decided to minimize obedience.
Concerning the matter of
grace, some who have left the
church claim focusing on striving
for perfection puts down grace. If
such be the case the writer of
Hebrews does the same thing.
“Therefore leaving the principles of
6
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the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection; not laying again
the foundation of repentance from
dead works, and of faith toward
God” (Heb. 6:1). We are all weak
and erring. Yes, all of us sin, but
over and over the New Testament
warns us to stay away from sin and
do what is right. Jesus, Himself, said
not to minimize obedience. “Strive
to enter in at the strait gate” (Luke
13:24). Strive refers to a struggle, to
contend for a prize with difficulties
standing constantly in our way. Our
English word agonize is a
transliteration of the Greek word
translated strive in the King James
Version. The claim that focusing on
striving for perfection puts down
grace is the opinion of some, but an
opinion is all it is. One wonders if
such people are down on Paul who
over and over (Gal. 5, Col. 3, and
Eph. 4 in particular) contrasts the
life of the new man with the old
man. Was Paul wrong to tell the
Romans when one rises from the
watery grave of baptism he is to
walk in newness of life? (Rom. 6:4).
Peter sums this point up well in
1 Peter 4:15-16.
But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters. Yet if any man
suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God
on this behalf.

The deserters who make this
false charge against the faithful are
the ones guilty of minimizing
something. They minimize
Scripture!
Many of those who leave the
church claim it is a denomination
among denominations. They tell us
there are Christians scattered
throughout the various churches of
men. These are guilty of denying
March 2019

the oneness of the church. As in all
the other excuses they appeal to,
they ignore the Scripture. Jesus said
He would (Mat. 16:18) and did
(Acts 2) build His church. There is
only one body which is His church
(Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). Therefore, there
is only one church. The New
Testament describes all things
concerning that body including its
worship, mission, organization,
fellowship and lifestyle. In other
words, the New Testament is the
pattern for the church (Heb. 8:113). Paul instructed the Corinthians
to speak the same things and for
there to be no divisions among
them. The apostle sent Timothy to
Corinth to remind them of the
things Paul taught them, which
were the exact same things he
taught in every congregation
(1 Cor. 4:17).
Those who have left the church
and who now claim the church is
one among many denominations
need to consider Paul’s writing to
the Corinthians instructing both
them and us to be of the same
mind, to teach the same things, and
for there to be no divisions among
us (1:10). If the deserters are right
in their belief that there are
Christians in the different
denominations is right, and there
are divisions in all of them
regarding the matters Paul listed,
we are all lost. If not, why not?
Departures from the unity of
doctrine, practice, and manner of
life are reasons the Scripture gives
us the clear command to practice
the withdrawal of fellowship. John
wrote concerning some, “They went
out from us, but they were not of
us; for if they had been of us, they
would no doubt have continued
with us: but they went out, that they
might be made manifest that they

were not all of us” (1 John 2:19).
Many of those who went out from
us have proven themselves to have
never really been one of us.
From the various ones I have
heard speak who left the church at
some point in their lives, I have
concluded three things regarding
their thinking. First, they have the
wrong idea that we are full of
arrogance when we insist that we
can absolutely know the truth.
What an attack that makes against
Jesus Himself who said, “And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth,
shall make you free” (John 8:32).
The second thing is they have
abandoned the necessity of being

obedient in all things. Their
condition is sad in that Paul wrote,
“For to this end also did I write,
that I might know the proof of you,
whether ye be obedient in all
things” (2 Cor. 2:9).
Third, they seem to have
bought into the popular Calvinist
error of once saved always saved. If
so, they need to return to the
Scriptures and meditate on passages
such as 2 Peter 2:20: “For if after
they have escaped the pollutions of
the world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein,
and overcome, the latter end is

worse with them than the
beginning.”
Jesus died for and built one
church, His church. He did not die
for the denominations of men, the
various community churches
popping up all over the country,
nor for those in the various world
religions who do not honor the
God of the Bible nor esteem Jesus
as His only begotten Son, God
manifested in the flesh (1 Tim.
3:16). No one outside the church of
Christ will be saved regardless of
whether they have never been
members of it or if they have gone
out from us.
Beeville, TX
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Pride and a Haughty Spirit
Charles Pogue
same category as thefts, covetous‐
for those who are aliens from God.
Solomon wrote: “Pride goeth
ness, wickedness, deceit, lascivious‐
God’s people can manifest a
before destruction, And an
ness, an evil eye, blasphemy, and
haughty spirit. Pride shows a lack
haughty spirit before a fall” (Pro.
foolishness (Mark 7:22).
of love because love is not puffed
16:18). The Bible is replete with il‐
All people must guard against
up and does not seek her own
lustrations of the truth Solomon
pride. Pride has no boundaries. It
(1 Cor. 13:3-5). The pride of life is
expressed. Cain thought he could
can strike the poor or the wealthy,
of the world, not of the Father
sacrifice what pleased him and it
(1 John 2:16). The lusts of the flesh, the ignorant as certainly as the
would please God. It did not, and
knowledge‐
his pride led to
able, a follower
the slaying of
as well as a
his brother.
leader, and the
Pharaoh knew
Defender (along with our weekly bulletin Beacon) is available to those uneducated as
not the Lord,
surely as the
neither would who would like to receive it by e-mail. With the continued increase of
expenses (paper, printing material, mailing expense, etc.) sending out
he listen to His the publication via e-mail will save us expenses. It will also enable you educated.
Pride may
voice to let Is‐ to receive the paper the most expeditious way (you will receive it
more often
rael go. The en‐ before others who have it being sent by regular mail). We will e-mail
you an Adobe Acrobat PDF (a free reader is available from
strike those
tire Egyptian
www.adobe.com).
We
will
send
you
the
file
with
the
ability
to
print
it
on
who are higher
army perished
up the ladder
in the Red Sea. your printer if you desire. If you would like to receive either or both of
these publications sent directly to your e-mail please send us your eNadab and
mail address at bellviewcoc@gmail.com. Your e-mail address will not in the forego‐
ing pairs, but
Abihu thought be used for any other purpose than to send you these publications or
it can strike
a fire of their
information relating to them.
the less afflu‐
choosing
ent and influential as well as those
including the pride of life, were no
would be as good as what God re‐
doubt part of the cause of some go‐ who are more so. That is because
quired. They died before the Lord.
ing “out from us,” as John said they pride is the condition of a person
The illustrations could go on and
on, but these are sufficient to prove did (2:19). Pride is often a problem thinking more highly of himself
than he ought (Rom 12:3), and no
found in an inexperienced person,
the point—pride does indeed go
one is immune to that trap.
therefore a novice is not to be an
before destruction and a haughty
James wrote: “Let the brother
elder in the Lord’s church (1 Tim.
spirit before a fall.
3:6). Jesus informed the scribes and of low degree rejoice in that he is
As the above examples show,
exalted: But the rich, in that he is
Pharisees that pride fell into the
pride is not a bad attitude reserved
Continued on Page 4
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Some Ways We
Brought Famine
A shortage of physical food
(famine) is a disaster. However, a
spiritual famine is far worse than
any physical famine might be as the
physical only has to do with this
world while the spiritual has eter‐
nal consequences. We have not a
physical famine, but we do have a
spiritual famine in our land. In last
month’s issue we noticed a couple
of ways that we bring famine to our
land: (1) quit studying your Bible,
and (2) do not make proper
choices. Let us notice some more
this month.
Quit Exhorting One Another
Much of preaching the Word
involves exhortation. As the apostle
Paul was giving instructions to the
young preacher, he stated, “Preach
the word; be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine”
(2 Tim. 4:2). Using the teaching of
God’s Word with all patience we
are to encourage others in our
preaching and teaching. Paul also
instructed another young preacher
in the same manner by saying,
“These things speak, and exhort,
and rebuke with all authority. Let
no man despise thee” (Tit. 2:15).
It should be no wonder then
that after Peter convicting the Jews
2
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of crucifying God’s Son, informing
them what they needed to do to
have those sins removed (upon
their faith, repent, and be bap‐
tized), it then tells us, “And with
many other words did he testify
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves
from this untoward generation”
(Acts 2:40). Peter knew there
needed to be encouragement and
appeal for these Jews to “save
themselves” as they were in a lost
condition and would spend eter‐
nity in torment. Peter, and the
other apostles, had the desire for
their physical brethren to be saved.
Thus, he continued to appeal to
them. As a result of those appeals,
3,000 souls were added to the
church (2:47). How many rejected
those exhortations, we do not
know.
The apostles recognized this
need of exhortation of brethren. In
writing to the Thessalonian
brethren, Paul stated, “Further‐
more then we beseech you,
brethren, and exhort you by the
Lord Jesus, that as ye have received
of us how ye ought to walk and to
please God, so ye would abound
more and more” (1 The. 4:1). Later
in the book he urges, “Now we ex‐
hort you, brethren, warn them that
are unruly, comfort the feeble‐
minded, support the weak, be pa‐
tient toward all men” (5:14).
Brethren needed to be encouraged
to live the Christian life, to “walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called” (Eph. 4:1). Often
brethren are weak and struggling
in their walk as Christians, and
other Christians need to give them
encouragement and to do so with
patience. Jude wrote to exhort
brethren to contend for the Faith:
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence
to write unto you of the common
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salvation, it was needful for me to
write unto you, and exhort you that
ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered
unto the saints” (Jude 3). There
were false teachers who perverted
the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9)
and faithful brethren had the need
to contend. Contend is an intensive
contest as a combatant and Jude in‐
tensifies it by adding earnestly. The
intensity of the defense is in direct
proportion to the intensity of the
opposition. God knew that
brethren would need to be encour‐
aged to enter the fight and continue
in that fight to destroy all false doc‐
trine. This exhortation is needed
today because so many have laid
down their sword (of the Spirit
which is the Word of God; Rom.
Eph. 6:17) for preaching peace
when there is no peace (Jer. 6:14).
We must also encourage one
another. The Hebrews’ writer said,
“But exhort one another daily,
while it is called To day; lest any of
you be hardened through the de‐
ceitfulness of sin” (3:13). These
Jewish Christians were in danger of
leaving Christianity and returning
to the dead system of Judaism.
Thus, they needed to encourage
each other to remain faithful to
Christ, the only one who could
save them. Likewise, we need to
encourage each other as Satan at‐
tempts to deceive us into forsaking
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Christ for the things of this world
and as he tries to discourage us
from remaining faithful. When we
stop encouraging others, we bring
a spiritual famine to the land.
Forget to Train the Children
It is each Christian’s (as well as
the church) responsibility to teach
and instruct. When Jesus gave His
Great Commission to the apostles,
that commission also passed on to
all who became disciples of Christ.
Part of that commission was to
teach: “Go ye therefore, and teach
[make disciples] all nations, baptiz‐
ing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have com‐
manded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the
world (Mat. 28:19-20). However,
God has placed children in the
home (not the world, the village, or
the church) with the parents hav‐
ing the responsibility to bring up
and teach their children. In the Pa‐
triarchal Dispensation, God said of
Abraham (the father of the faith‐
ful): “For I know him, that he will
command his children and his
household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord, to do jus‐
tice and judgment; that the Lord
may bring upon Abraham that
which he hath spoken of him”
(Gen. 18:19). God praised him for
properly training his children.
During the Mosaic Dispensation,
God instructed the Israelites in the
training of their children:
And these words, which I com‐
mand thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when

thou risest up. And thou shalt
bind them for a sign upon thine
hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes. And thou
shalt write them upon the posts of
thy house, and on thy gates (Deu.
6:6-9).

God knew the importance of
parents (and especially fathers)
teaching their children. We see the
disastrous results when Israel failed
in this teaching as we read through
Judges. It points out to us: “And the
people served the Lord all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the el‐
ders that outlived Joshua, who had
seen all the great works of the
Lord, that he did for Israel” (Jud.
2:7). However, they failed in their
responsibility of teaching their
children: “And also all that genera‐
tion were gathered unto their fa‐
thers: and there arose another
generation after them, which knew
not the Lord, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel”
(2:10). The parents knew, but their
children did not know. The result is
seen next:
And the children of Israel did evil
in the sight of the Lord, and
served Baalim: And they forsook
the Lord God of their fathers,
which brought them out of the
land of Egypt, and followed other
gods, of the gods of the people
that were round about them, and
bowed themselves unto them, and
provoked the Lord to anger. And
they forsook the Lord, and served
Baal and Ashtaroth (2:11-13).

Failing to teach just one gener‐
ation led to Israel’s apostasy: doing
evil and idolatry. This led to about
300 years of continued oppression
until they cried to God for deliver‐
ance and God sending them a
judge (a deliverer). Think of all the
heartache that could have been
April 2019

avoided if the parents had properly
taught their children.
During the New Testament
Dispensation, Paul stated, “And, ye
fathers, provoke not your children
to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4) as well as giving
the children the obligation to obey
their parents. “Nurture and admo‐
nition” deals with the totality of
teaching, training, and discipline
necessary to bring a child up. It is
primarily the father’s duty and re‐
sponsibility to train and educate
their children, so they grow up to
know God’s Word. We learn with
Timothy that his mother and
grandmother are the ones who
taught him the Truth (2 Tim. 1:5;
3:15) so they are vitally important
in that training process. In so many
cases today, the parents are almost
absent from their children’s life as
both mother and father work (daycare raises the children for them)
and parents often pass the spiritual
training to the church (is that not
why we have Bible classes—as if a
couple of hours a week there will
be sufficient—and then hire youth
ministers?). Then if anything goes
wrong and our children apostatize,
we lay the blame squarely on the
church, the preacher, the elders,
and Bible class teachers.
Fail to Indoctrinate One
Generation
There is an adage that accu‐
rately represents this point: “We are
always just one generation from
apostasy.” We are made keenly
aware of it in the account of the
generation after Joshua. Those of
Joshua’s generation were faithful to
God, but the next generation did
not know God, forsook Him, did
evil, and worshiped and served
Defender
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idols. They had failed to indoctri‐
nate the next generation.
Another illustration of the fail‐
ure to indoctrinate just one genera‐
tion is seen with Eli. He was a
righteous priest and judge. He was
judge over Israel for forty years,
and we do not see any outward sin
or evil in his life. His failure was to
indoctrinate his sons (Hophni and
Phinehas). His sons were wicked
and Eli failed to restrain them. The
Lord revealed unto Samuel what
He was going to do and why: “be‐
cause his sons made themselves
vile, and he restrained them not”
(1 Sam. 3:13). Eli knew the Law
and what it taught and based upon
his sons’ sins and what the Law
taught, Hophni and Phinehas

should have been put to death.
However, Eli failed to restrain his
sons. The result is that Eli shared in
their guilt and in their doom. God
said that Eli honored his sons
above Him (2:29). Hophni and
Phinehas died in battle against the
Philistines and the ark of God was
taken (4:11). When Eli was told
about these events, Scripture
records: “that he fell from off the
seat backward by the side of the
gate, and his neck brake, and he
died” (4:18).
What sad endings to those
who failed to indoctrinate the next
generation. The Lord’s church in
America was once known for its
knowledge of the Bible. Members
could defend the Truth in discus‐

sions with their friends, neighbors,
work associates, etc. However, that
is no longer the case generally
speaking. While the one generation
knew God’s Word and could effec‐
tively wield the sword of the Spirit,
we failed to indoctrinate the next
generation. As a result, we are see‐
ing the continued erosion of Biblebased activities and authority for
all we say and do. Many congrega‐
tions are more interested in social
activities and public relations than
they are a “thus saith the Lord.”
While the Lord’s church is not a de‐
nomination, many congregations
of the “churches of Christ” are well
on their way to becoming such.
Why? We failed to indoctrinate the
next generation.

Continued from Page 1
made low: because as the flower of
the grass he shall pass away” (Jam.
1:9-10). That is true because these
verses are sandwiched between
those making the point that all
things come from God. Whether it
is wisdom (1:5) or any other good
and perfect gift (1:17). The Gospel,
foreordained of the Father and exe‐
cuted by the Son, makes all men
spiritual equals. The Gospel mani‐
fests the importance of the feeble in
the eyes of God and exposes the
weakness of the strong because he
cannot save himself. Why then,
should anyone glory in himself?
There is a growing problem in
the brotherhood of both the pres‐
ence of pride and its corruption.
Some involved in works receiving
financial support from individuals
or congregations have come to be‐
lieve they have no responsibility to
give an account for what they do.
They seem not to believe they need

to give an answer to the concerns
their brethren have, and not even
to their supporters. The bigger and
better known the work gets, the
less accountability they recognize.
When men persist in that attitude,
are rebuked, yet refuse to repent of
such pride, it is time for their
works to fold or be taken over by
others who are more humble.
What a contrast there is be‐
tween men like the apostle Paul
who considered himself the chief
of sinners because he once perse‐
cuted the church (1 Tim. 1:15) and
many of our preachers today who
persecute it now. There is nothing
wrong with advanced educational
degrees, as such. It may be a coinci‐
dence, but it seems the higher de‐
gree of education our preachers
achieve, their pride increases expo‐
nentially. As pride increases a will‐
ingness to give an account of
themselves to their brethren all but
vanishes. They speak over the

heads of the rest of us about what
this or that theologian has written
and informing us of logical incon‐
sistencies of this or that human
philosopher. They dwell on the psy‐
chological imperfections that trip
us up on a daily basis, but the
Gospel and its requirements sel‐
dom pass their lips. They pride
themselves on their tolerance to
share podiums with those of ques‐
tionable soundness. When chal‐
lenged over their actions, they
ignore it and pursue the path of
stony silence or attack those who
seek an explanation.
On the other hand, there is a
necessary warning for the rest of us.
We must be careful not to affix to
another the charge of a haughty
spirit when it may not be there at all.
None of us can know the hearts of
others, thus we must not judge on
the basis of appearance (John 7:24)
and presume we can discern the
motivation of someone else’s heart.
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Rather, as Jesus said, “ye shall know
them by their fruits” (Mat. 7:16, 20).
A man reveals if he is full of pride
and full of himself by his words and
deeds. Those words and deeds also
reveal if he is humble before God
and men and if the Truth of God is
overflowing in him. They reveal if he
has the goodness that accompanies
righteousness with fear and trem‐
bling.

Jesus told a parable (Luke
18:10-14) of a Pharisee and a publi‐
can who went up to the temple to
pray. We know the differences be‐
tween the two men and the prayers
they prayed. However, we some‐
times overlook verse 9 which is the
context of the parable. “And he
spake this parable unto certain
which trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and despised
others.” One could hardly imagine a

more complete description of this
human fault of pride. We also notice
the destruction that followed when
the Pharisee went down from the
temple unjustified. The publican, on
the other hand, recognized he was a
sinner. He manifested a spirit of hu‐
mility and was justified in his prayer.
Men need a good dose of humility
for without it they will fall in judg‐
ment, and what a fall it will be!
Beeville TX

With Respect of Persons
Lester Kamp
James cautions us, “My
brethren, have not the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory,
with respect of persons” (Jam. 2:1).
The discussion which follows this
statement in James 2 condemns
behavior towards individuals which
is based on who or what those
individuals are. Christians are not to
treat some individuals differently
from others simply because those
individuals are richer, poorer, welldressed, poorly dressed, our best
friend, or just a casual acquaintance.
In short, among Christians there is
to be no favoritism; a Christian
cannot have faith in Christ and at
the same time practice respect of
persons. Guy N. Woods observed,
“Partiality, based on worldly or
material considerations, is so far
removed from the true spirit of
Christ, that for any of the disciples
to exhibit such is a violent
perversion of the Christian religion.”
The danger is clear, “But if ye have
respect to persons, ye commit sin,
and are convinced of the law as
transgressors” (2:9).
God is our supreme example.
Man’s relationship with God is not
determined by who he is (i.e., his

race, wealth, skin color, etc.) for
“God is no respecter of persons”
(Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9;
Col. 3:25). In this regard the
statement is made, “But he that
doeth wrong shall receive for the
wrong which he hath done” (Col.
3:25). This simply means that wrong
will always be punished by God
regardless of who may have done
the wrong. The same standard of
right and wrong applies to all
whether king of Israel or common
man. On another occasion the
apostle Paul admonishes Christians,
“observe these things without
preferring one before another, doing
nothing by partiality” (1 Tim. 5:21).
In this passage, Paul has under view
the recognition of sin and the need
for appropriate discipline because of
the presence of sin. Right is right,
wrong is wrong, and sin is sin for all
men alike. God does not use a
double standard, and neither should
we.
In matters of doctrine: the
rightness of a particular doctrine is
not determined by who it is that
advocates the doctrine. Anyone can
be wrong, no matter how good and
sincere he may be. To accept as

gospel those views of any individual
ignores the possibility of error in
fallible men. When our esteem for
an individual is such that we accept
whatever that individual teaches
without question, our esteem has
gone too far. Our authority is the
Word of God, and everything which
we are taught needs to be compared
to and evaluated by the Bible (Acts
17:11). When we begin to align
ourselves behind individuals instead
of God’s Word, we have divided the
body of Christ (1 Cor. 1:10-12) and
departed from the only true
standard of right and wrong, the
standard by which we will be judged
(John 12:48). Such ought not to be!
In matters of sin: whether to
condemn a particular sin is not to
be determined by who is involved.
Sin is still sin and needs to be
reproved that those who are
involved may repent and be
forgiven. Sin is a serious matter
because it separates man from God.
This is true even if the sinner is a
member of our family, the member
of the family of some well-respected
member of the congregation of
which we are members (elder,
deacon, preacher, Bible class
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44th Annual Bellview Lectures
Making The Case For
June 7-11, 2019
Friday, June 7
7:00 pm Establishing Your Case
Terry Hightower
8:00 pm God’s Existence
Gene Hill
Saturday, June 8
9:00 am Cessation Of Miracles
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Marriage
Phil Smith
11:00 am Christianity
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Singing Without Instruments
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm The Work of the Spirit
John West
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Bible as God’s Word
Lee Moses
8:00 pm Eternity
Roelf Ruffner
Sunday, June 9
9:00 am The First Day of the Week
Harrell Davidson
10:00 am Worship Of The Church
Geoff Litke
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Basis Of Morality
Terry Hightower
2:00 pm The One Church
David Ray

Monday, June 10
9:00 am Sinfulness Of Denominations
Gene Hill
10:00 am The Christian Home
Johnny Oxendine
11:00 am Not Praying To Jesus
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Distinction Between The Covenants
Bruce Stulting
2:00 pm How The Spirit Works on the Heart of Man
David Ray
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Respect for Spiritual Matters
David Brown
8:00 pm Water Immersion
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 11
9:00 am Christ’s Resurrection
Lee Moses
10:00 am Roles in the Home
John West
11:00 am Divorce And Remarriage
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Christian Fellowship
David Brown
2:00 pm Providence
Geoff Litke
3:00 pm
Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Future Resurrection and Judgment
Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Conversion
Phil Smith

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL
32526) is providing a special rate for those attending
the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is
$139.99 (Friday/Saturday) $65.99 (Sunday-Tuesday)—one
bed and $144.99 (Friday/Saturday) $70.99 (SundayTuesday)—two beds. Their phone number is 850-9410908. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures
when making your reservations.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978,
1988-2005, 2007-2019) will be available on CD in PDF
format. The price is $37.75 (includes postage). The CD
also includes the Defender (1970, 1972-2018), Beacon
(1972, 1974-2018), and other material. If you have a
previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.

Books
The lectureship book, Making The Case For, may be
purchased for $5.00 (plus $3.75 per book for postage).
The book will contain 27 chapters and will be a spiralbound book. The books will not be mailed until after
the lectures are over.

Lessons will be archived at:
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Videos on the Internet
The lessons will be broadcast live on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ will pro‐
vide a free lunch Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all
other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the
registration tables.

teacher), or a mature preacher who
has had a full life of positive
influence in the kingdom. When we
fail to reprove sin in the lives of such
individuals, we have developed the
ungodly characteristic of partiality
which will condemn our souls if this
sin goes unforgiven and will allow
the precious soul of someone we
love to go on in his sin without the
needed warning. The law of Christ
applies to everyone alike. If we are
sinning, we would certainly want
someone to warn us concerning the
impending danger of our condition
(Mat. 7:12). We are not doing
anyone a favor by withholding the

rebuke, reproof, or warning needed
because of sin. We sin when “we
permit ourselves to become attached
to some individuals in the church to
the extent that we fail to do our
brotherly duty toward others, or
place them above the welfare of the
cause of Christ” (Bales 45). Those
who are overtaken in sin need to
have their sin reproved, not ignored,
so they might be restored (Gal. 6:1).
Simply because the sinner happens
to be one of our favorite people, or
the child of some influential
member, or a member of our own
family, or one of the leaders of the
congregation where we serve should

not cause us to fail in our
“brotherly duty.” If we genuinely
love that person, Christ, His church,
and the Word of God, we will not
show partiality in applying the Word
of God. “Become attached to no
member of the body of Christ to the
extent that you are blinded to the
good of the cause of Christ, and thus
stand with that individual or
individuals regardless of truth or
righteousness” (Bales 45-46).
Work Cited
Bales, James D. Soils and Seeds of
Sectarianism. N.p.: Old Paths Book
Club, 1947.
Aurora, CO

Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
____ copies of The Church (2018) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Set Ye Up A Standard In The Land (2017) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Typology (2016) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
____ copies of Innovations (2013) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $5.00
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
____ copies of Worldliness (1999) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Christian Fellowship (1998) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Leadership (1997) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2018) (PDF format) $37.75
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price

Total Price
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

Total: _________
Send To: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________State:_______ Zip:___________________________
April 2019
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2018 Bellview Lectures
Chapters On:
The Church in the Eternal Purpose of God ..........Jerry Brewer
The Church as Seen by the Prophets #1 ...........David P. Brown
The Church as Seen by the Prophets #2 ...........David P. Brown
The Church as Seen by the Prophets #3 ...........David P. Brown
Preparatory Work by John and Jesus ............Harrell Davidson
The Church Established ............................................Doug Post
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The Church Indestructible ......................................Ron Cosby
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Teaching the Truth About the One Church
Is Not Hatred, It Is Biblical
Charles Pogue
Faithful members of the
church of Christ are sometimes ac‐
cused of being filled with hatred for
believing and teaching the truth on
the oneness of the church. That
there is only one church to which
one must belong to go to heaven is
not hatred, it is Biblical. Further‐
more, it is not hatred, because all
members of the Lord’s church who
are what they should be, do not
hate anyone. What we want, as does
God, is for all men to come to the
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:34), obey the Gospel, and be added
to the church of Christ, not a
church of man.
Jesus informed His disciples
that He would build His church
(Mat. 16:18). It has been correctly
pointed out over and again by faith‐
ful teachers of the Scripture that Je‐
sus promised to build one church
and it is His church. Other men

have built their churches. Churches
of men are easily identifiable be‐
cause their names do not honor
Christ. Most of those bodies wear
names alluding to some point of
their doctrine the founder of that
church held, or a name honoring
the man himself. The church Jesus
built wears His name (Rom. 16:16),
not the name Baptist, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic,
Community, or Cowboy. Jesus pur‐
chased His church with His blood
(Acts 20:28). Those who obey the
Gospel do not go out and join a
church, they are added by God to
the church (2:47).
Additionally, churches of men
are easily recognized by their failure
to follow the New Testament in
matters of worship, organization,
and mission of the church. In wor‐
ship, unauthorized mechanical in‐
struments of music are used, weekly

observance of the Lord’s Supper is
ignored. In organization, the New
Testament speaks nothing as to or‐
ganization beyond the fact that
Christ is the head (Col. 1:18) and
every congregation is overseen by
elders and served by deacons. The
qualifications for both are given in
1 Timothy 3. There is no organiza‐
tion at all beyond that of each indi‐
vidual congregation. In mission,
some bodies of men have as their
mission to make men wealthy in the
possessions of this life. Those who
do have as their mission the seeking
of men to be saved, do so by teach‐
ing a faith only doctrine which
leaves out obedience to the com‐
mands God has given for one to
have the forgiveness of sins and sal‐
vation. Faith only teaching will save
no one.

Continued on Page 5

Announcement
As a result of previously unforeseen events, the Bellview Church of Christ eldership has decided to cancel
the 2019 Bellview Lectures scheduled for June 7-11, 2019. As difficult as this decision was, we believe it is best
at this time. We are expecting the lectureship to resume next year (2020).

Notes
From The
Editor

teachers, having itching ears; And
they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables (2 Tim. 4:1-4).

This is not a new problem as
God noted the problem with the
Israelites when Jeremiah wrote:

Michael
Hatcher
Email address:
mhatcher@gmail.com

Some Ways We
Brought Famine
In this last installment of
these articles, I would like to no‐
tice two other ways to bring a
spiritual famine to the land. While
famines are devastating from a
physical standpoint, a spiritual
famine is far worse. A famine is
simply “an extreme shortage of
food.” When we use spiritual
famine, we are discussing an ex‐
treme shortage of spiritual food
and thus the lack of nourishment
that is necessary to grow and
please God. I would refer you
back to the March and April issues
of Defender for the previous
points.
Tell Us What We Want to Hear
When we find preachers and
teachers that will only tell us what
we want to hear, then we are going
to end up bringing famine to the
land. It is the duty of preachers to
preach God’s Word. Paul charged
his son in the faith:
I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing and his kingdom;
Preach the word; be instant in sea‐
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves
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They have healed also the hurt of
the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is
no peace. Were they ashamed
when they had committed abomi‐
nation? nay, they were not at all
ashamed, neither could they blush:
therefore they shall fall among
them that fall: at the time that I
visit them they shall be cast down,
saith the Lord (Jer. 6:14-15).

The people of that day were
engaged in all types of wickedness
and sin, but they wanted the
prophets to tell them “Peace,
peace” or everything is all right
and tell them what they wanted to
hear instead of what they needed
to hear. We also live in a wicked
and sinful society and like Israel
of old, we have a desire to be told
“Peace, peace.”
However, a preacher/teacher
has the responsibility of preaching
God’s message. He has that obliga‐
tion to “reprove, rebuke, exhort.”
That is not telling them what they
wish to hear but teaching them
right from wrong and showing
them the error of their way.
Preachers must preach all of
God’s Word and not just some of
it. Paul did such when he was at
Ephesus as he stated to the elders
of that congregation:
And how I kept back nothing that
was profitable unto you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you
publickly, and from house to
house… For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of
God” (Acts 20:20, 27).
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Only by teaching everything
that was necessary was Paul inno‐
cent of their blood:
Wherefore I take you to record this
day, that I am pure from the blood
of all men (20:26).

This finds its basis in the
warning Ezekiel gave in Ezekiel 33
of the watchman.
Again the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying, Son of man, speak
to the children of thy people, and
say unto them, When I bring the
sword upon a land, if the people of
the land take a man of their coasts,
and set him for their watchman: If
when he seeth the sword come
upon the land, he blow the trum‐
pet, and warn the people; Then
whosoever heareth the sound of
the trumpet, and taketh not warn‐
ing; if the sword come, and take
him away, his blood shall be upon
his own head. He heard the sound
of the trumpet, and took not warn‐
ing; his blood shall be upon him.
But he that taketh warning shall
deliver his soul. But if the watch‐
man see the sword come, and blow
not the trumpet, and the people be
not warned; if the sword come, and
take any person from among them,
he is taken away in his iniquity; but
his blood will I require at the
watchman’s hand. So thou, O son
of man, I have set thee a watchman
unto the house of Israel; therefore
thou shalt hear the word at my
mouth, and warn them from me.
When I say unto the wicked, O
wicked man, thou shalt surely die;
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if thou dost not speak to warn the
wicked from his way, that wicked
man shall die in his iniquity; but
his blood will I require at thine
hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn
the wicked of his way to turn from
it; if he do not turn from his way,
he shall die in his iniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul (33:19).

Thus, a great deal of preach‐
ing involves preaching things that
some do not want to hear. Since
they do not want to hear it and it
reproves and rebukes them, they
are often offended by what is
taught. After condemning the
Pharisees for making the Word of
God of none effect by their tradi‐
tion, Matthew records:
And he called the multitude, and
said unto them, Hear, and under‐
stand: Not that which goeth into
the mouth defileth a man; but that
which cometh out of the mouth,
this defileth a man. Then came his
disciples, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the Pharisees
were offended, after they heard
this saying? But he answered and
said, Every plant, which my heav‐
enly Father hath not planted, shall
be rooted up. Let them alone: they
be blind leaders of the blind. And
if the blind lead the blind, both
shall fall into the ditch” (Mat.
15:10-14).

The Pharisees were offended
by Jesus telling them the truth. It
was what they needed to hear, but
they did not like the message.
When Jesus taught the people
some hard saying, John records:
Many therefore of his disciples,
when they had heard this, said,
This is an hard saying; who can
hear it?... From that time many of
his disciples went back, and walked
no more with him” (John 6:60, 66).

This teaching took place after
Jesus fed the 5,000 men. The Jews

wanted to take Him and make
Him a king over them (they did
not understand the nature of the
kingdom as many today do not).
Thus, Jesus taught them some
hard sayings with the result of the
people leaving Him. Instead of
conforming their desires and will
to the Will of God, they get upset
and leave to continue in their
wicked ways. Also, Jesus as the
teacher did not try to change
God’s Word to conform to their
understanding and life.
We need to learn that the in‐
tent of preaching is not to win
friends but convict men of sin and
show how they might be saved
from their sins. Preachers today
often tend to ignore this and have
a greater desire to win friends and
get a large congregation and big
name instead of saving souls. They
are of the view of never offend
anyone and would not offend even
Satan himself in their preaching.
This is not the preaching of the
prophets, apostles, and certainly
not Christ.

are ravening wolves” (Mat. 7:15).
Likewise, the apostle of love says,
“Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the
world” (1 John 4:1). There were
many false prophets in John’s day.
Through New Testament history
there have always been false
teachers. It seems today we are in‐
undated with them teaching every
imaginable doctrine and some
that would never have been imag‐
ined.
What false teachers do is to
lead souls away from God with
the result being their eternal
damnation. Peter mentions this
when he writes:

Leave False Teachers Alone
In reading through the Old
Testament, one cannot but be im‐
pressed with all the false prophets
(especially during the time of the
kings). These false prophets
caused no little trouble for the Is‐
raelites and generally lead them
away from God. Those true
prophets dealt with the false
prophets in a severe way and often
executed them for their actions
(consider Elijah after the contest
with the prophets of Baal).
Jesus, in the Sermon on the
Mount, warned of false teachers
when He said, “Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they

We also learn what makes a
false teacher. It is not something
that is simply a differing opinion
but heresies that are damnable
and bring destruction upon those
who teach such and those who ac‐
cept such. These are doctrines that
will lead to souls spending eter‐
nity in torment; not simply differ‐
ing views relating to a passage or
positions that do not have eternal
consequences.
We also learn how these false
teachers work: “privily [secret‐
ly—NKJV] shall bring in
damnable heresies.” Zodhiates de‐
fines privily in the New Testament
as “to lead or bring in secretly or
craftily, to smuggle in. Used tran‐

But there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and
bring upon themselves swift de‐
struction. And many shall follow
their pernicious ways; by reason of
whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of (2 Pet. 2:1-2).
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sitively in regard to heresies
brought into the church.” False
teachers do not come out in the
open but do their work in private
or secret so they lead souls into
eternal destruction before their
error can be known and openly
opposed.
We also observe that these
false teachers will lead many souls
astray. Thus, the longer we leave
false teachers alone, the longer
they have to lead souls to damna‐
tion. During the days prior to the
destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus
warned, “And many false prophets
shall rise, and shall deceive many.
And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall
wax cold” (Mat. 24:11-12). Of
course, the false prophets/teachers
would not be limited to that time
prior to Jerusalem’s destruction,
but we continue to see that they
would be able to “deceive many.”
Those in the denominational
world today are deceived by false
teachers. Even in churches of
Christ, we have brethren who are
deceived by just about any and ev‐
ery damnable error that exists.
When we leave all these false
teachers alone, we simply give the
false teacher an advantage to de‐
ceive more brethren and lead
more to eternal torment.
Instead of leaving false teach‐
ers alone, we have been given the
obligation to rebuke and expose
them. Paul would encourage
brethren:
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid
them. For they that are such serve
not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly; and by good words and
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fair speeches deceive the hearts of
the simple (Rom. 16:17-18).

Mark is defined by Thayer as:
“to look at, observe, contemplate.
to mark… to fix one’s eyes upon,
direct one’s attention to, any one.”
Zodhiates adds, “mark, goal,
spy…. meaning to spy out, look
towards an object.” Those who
teach doctrines that are contrary
to God’s Word (what they had
learned) and doctrines which
caused divisions, were to be con‐
tinually watched and have every‐
one fix their eyes upon the false
teacher so it directs everyone’s at‐
tention to him and then to avoid
him. Leaving the false teacher
alone is exactly the opposite of
what we are under obligation to
do and what we are to do in draw‐
ing everyone’s attention to him.
Paul also teaches we are to
“have no fellowship with the un‐
fruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).
While certainly not limited to
false teachers, it certainly applies
to them (see verse 6). Reprove car‐
ries the idea of refuting what they
say but with the idea of shaming
the false teacher.
Sadly, what we see today is
that brethren have the desire to ig‐
nore the false teacher and leave
them alone. Then when some be‐
gin to obey God in rebuking and
drawing people’s attention to the
false teacher, weak-kneed, spine‐
less brethren defend the false
teacher and attack the one obey‐
ing God in exposing the false
teacher.
Elders have a specific respon‐
sibility along this line. In giving
the qualifications for elders, Paul
stated:
Holding fast the faithful word as he
hath been taught, that he may be
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able by sound doctrine both to ex‐
hort and to convince the gainsay‐
ers. For there are many unruly and
vain talkers and deceivers, spe‐
cially they of the circumcision:
Whose mouths must be stopped,
who subvert whole houses, teach‐
ing things which they ought not,
for filthy lucre’s sake (Tit. 1:9-11).

Since it is the obligation of el‐
ders to “watch for your souls”
(Heb. 13:17) and to shepherd the
flock of God (1 Pet. 5:2) which in‐
cludes feeding them the proper
food (Acts 20:28); they must make
sure that those false teachers are
exposed and their mouth stopped
so the error that will damn the
souls of the flock infiltrate the
congregation.
Conclusion
We already have a spiritual
famine in society. In most congre‐
gations of the Lord’s church today,
we also have a spiritual famine.
The seven points made in these
three articles will help us to con‐
tinue in that spiritual famine and
make it worse. To turn around
this spiritual famine in the
churches of Christ, we must re‐
verse these habits and (1) study
the Bible, (2) make proper
choices, (3) exhort one another,
(4) train the children properly,
(5) indoctrinate every generation,
(6) have preachers and teachers
who will tell us what we need to
hear, and (7) rebuke and expose
false teachers. No doubt there
could be other points that could
be made, but these have caused no
little harm to the church and a re‐
versal of these will begin ending
that spiritual famine.
MH

Continued from Page 1
The New Testament identifies
the church as the body of Christ
(Eph. 1:22-23). There is only one
body, thus only one church (Rom.
12:4-5; 1 Cor. 10:17; 12:12; Eph.
2:16; 4:4; Col. 3:15). Take special
note when 1 Corinthians 12:13 says
one is baptized into that body. In as
much as there is one baptism (Eph.
4:5) and one body, one who is scrip‐
turally baptized (immersed) in wa‐
ter for the remission of his sins
(Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), and
who arises from the watery grave to
walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:34), was baptized into the one body,
the church of Christ. Let it be un‐
derstood the compilation of all de‐
nominations does not constitute the
church of Christ!
Jesus informed His apostles
that all power (authority) had been
given unto Him (Mat. 28:18). The
church is the body of Christ, and
He is the head of it (Eph. 1:22; 4:15;
5:23; Col. 1:18; 2:19). If the church
is the body of Christ, He is the head
of it, and as the head of it has all au‐
thority, pray tell how can one claim
a church has any relationship to
Christ whatsoever when it engages
in worship, organization, mission,
or work that is not commanded, ex‐
emplified, and approved of by the
New Testament. If one engages in
matters within these or any other
area of the Christian life, using the
statement the Bible does not say not
to as his authority, it is to admit he
is not a member of the church re‐
vealed by the New Testament of Je‐
sus Christ! The church of Christ, on
the other hand, is identified because
it follows the New Testament pat‐
tern rather than the “I want to” or “I
think” whims of man.
If teaching the foregoing about
the church is hatred, then God is

hateful because these facts come
straight out of the Book of God
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). However, God is
not hateful. God so loved the world,
did He not? (John 3:16). God would
not have anyone to be lost, but that
all would come to repentance
(2 Pet. 3:9). Jesus stated the day will
come when all men will be judged
and some, the majority (Mat. 7:1314), will be sent away into everlast‐
ing punishment (25:46). In relation
to that, He also said not those who
call on Him as Lord would be
saved, but those who do the will of
the Father (7:21). In that passage,
faith only advocates are identified
as those who claim to have prophe‐
sied, cast out devils, and done many
wonderful works in His name
(7:22) but did not do the will of the
Father. Jesus will tell them, “I never
knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity” (7:23). Some will be
lost; Jesus identifies who they will
be. Does that make Him hateful?
Not at all. He issued the plea:
Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light (11:28-30).
However, the benefits of this
call are conditional, as we have al‐
ready seen by one doing the will of
the Father. One must come to
Christ on His terms, and be added
to His body, not a church of man
identifiable by the failure to follow
the New Testament pattern for the
church.
The New Testament clearly
points out how one is added to the
church of Christ. He must believe
that Jesus Christ is the only begotten
Son of God (John 8:24; Acts 8:36-

37). One must repent of sins, that is,
turn away from them and do them
no more (Luke 13:3, 5). He must
confess (as did the Ethiopian in the
Acts 8 passage) belief in Christ, and
then be baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38). He is not bap‐
tized to join a manmade church. He
is not baptized as a sign that he has
accepted Christ as Savior. Nowhere
are those even suggested in the
Scripture. By obedience to God’s
plan, one is added to the Lord’s
church. Following that initial obedi‐
ence, one must live a life faithful in
all things revealed unto us by Scrip‐
ture (2:42; 1 Cor. 15:58; 1 John 1:67; Rev. 2:10).
The foregoing words do not consti‐
tute a message of hate. They are a
statement of love. God loved and
loves the world (John 3:16). He
would have all men to be saved, but
not all men will be. Only those who
follow the teachings of Christ; both
the things He personally taught
during His life and the teachings of
His apostles and prophets who
wrote the subsequent books of the
New Testament. Let us not be of the
mind that any doctrine or practice
newer than those revealed in the
New Testament have a part in the
things pertaining to life and godli‐
ness for Peter wrote before the end
of the first century that all such
things were already revealed (2 Pet.
1:3). As Jude wrote, those who are
Christians are to contend earnestly
for those things—the faith (Jude 3).
Those things are not hateful, they
are indispensable matters associated
with the love God has for all men,
and which were prepared from the
foundation of the world (1 Pet.
1:20-23). Those things include, as
the Scripture plainly teaches, the
oneness of the church.
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Enemies Because of Truth
J. A. McNutt
The truth of God is man’s most
precious possession. Rob any man of
the truth and you have removed the
light which illuminates the pathway
of life and have destroyed his hope of
heaven. The wise man said, “Buy the
truth and sell it not,” and we can see
the reason for his exhortation when
we consider the power and value of
divine truth. Here are some things
which only the truth which is in
Christ Jesus, can do for humanity:
The truth sanctifies (John
17:17).
The truth purifies (1 Pet. 1:22).
The truth frees (John 8:32).
No man can come to God with‐
out the truth (John 14:6).
Are You Anxious to Learn
It certainly seems that the whole
world should be anxious to learn the
truth. Only truth can break the
shackles of sin and spiritual igno‐
rance. Only truth can purify the
souls of the obedient and free the
slaves of sin from the bondage of
corruption. Yet, in spite of the great
value of saving truth, some people
become offended at anyone who has
the courage to tell them the truth in
religion.
It was Paul who said to the
Galatians, “Am I therefore become
your enemy, because I tell you the
truth?” (Gal. 4:16). Paul lifted his
voice against their violations of the
law of Christ and these faithless
brethren became his enemies. It is
impossible to preach the truth and
retain the friendship of some people.
Christ preached the truth to the reli‐
gious leaders of His day and they led
Him away to Calvary. Someone has
well said that the Gospel preacher
cannot hope to hold the friendship of
those who place coin above character
6

Defender

and sinful pleasure higher than duty
to God. If the bootleggers and crooks
in the community sing a man’s
praise, there must be something
wrong with his preaching. A Gospel
preacher may retain the respect of
sinners, but he is not likely to be the
object of their affections.
Teaching the Truth
Paul believed that the preacher
of the Gospel should, “reprove, re‐
buke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2) and this is
not the path to popularity. Poor (?)
Paul had not read Dale Carnegie’s
How to Win Friends and Influence
People, so he violated one of the rules
for making friends by condemning
the conduct of wicked men.
Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud,
and that your brethren. Know ye
not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be
not deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of them‐
selves with mankind, Nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners, shall in‐
herit the kingdom of God (1 Cor.
6:8-10).
Such preaching lost the friend‐
ship of some people, but it also saved
many souls from death. A man is
known by his enemies as well as by
his friends. They regarded Paul as
their enemy, but he was the greatest
friend they ever had because he was
not ashamed or afraid to tell them
the truth.
Examples of Opposition Aroused
Human nature is about the same
in all generations and the teacher
who condemns unrighteousness and
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opposes the errors of his day is likely
to be hated and persecuted.
Noah tried to befriend his gen‐
eration by proclaiming the coming
flood and urging a reformation of life
(Heb. 11:7; 2 Pet. 2:5), but he was de‐
spised and ignored.
The prophet Elijah was an en‐
emy of idolatry and a friend to God
and His people, but Ahab the King of
Israel looked upon him and said,
“Hast thou found me, O mine en‐
emy?” (1 Kin. 21:20).
John the baptizer preached the
truth to Herod on the marriage and
divorce question, but it cost him his
head as soon as Herodias could con‐
trive to have him slain (Mat. 14:112).
Jesus condemned sin and reli‐
gious hypocrisy and taught the only
system of perfect truth the world had
ever heard, but they crucified Him.
Stephen did not tell the Jews
anything except the truth which ex‐
posed their sinfulness and cut them
to the heart, but they stoned him to
death (Acts 7).
Attitude of Many Today
Thousands of people have no
knowledge of simple New Testament
Christianity in the present day. Their
intentions are good and they are sin‐
cere, but they are simply uninformed
as to the Gospel plan of salvation and
have not been taught how to worship
God in spirit and in truth (John
4:24). There are others whom Paul
accurately described in the long ago
as those who perish “because they re‐
ceived not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved” (2 The. 2:10).
My friend, and I hope that you
will regard me as your friend, do you
love the truth? Are you willing to ac‐

cept the truth of God’s Word when it
contradicts some cherished religious
opinion or idea? Do “I therefore be‐
come your enemy, because I tell you
the truth?” Will you carefully con‐
sider these statements and test them
in the light of New Testament teach‐
ing:
1. The church of Christ, which
was purchased by His blood (Acts
20:28) and is spoken of as the body
of Christ over which He reigns as
head (Col. 1:18), is “One Body”
(Eph. 4:4). This “One Body” is not a
denomination, nor is it composed of
all the denominational churches of
earth, because it existed in the days

of the New Testament as a perfect
working organization, hundreds of
years before the oldest existing de‐
nomination was born. The Lord’s
church is truly independent of any
and all denominations and stands
separate and apart from all sectarian
alliances and invites you to be a
Christian only (Acts 11:26; 1 Pet.
4:16).
2. You are invited to become a
Christian through humble submis‐
sion to the New Testament law of
pardon: (1) Believe in Christ (Acts
16:30; Heb. 11:6), (2) Repent of past
sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30), (3) Con‐
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus

(Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37), and (4) Be
baptized into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
(Mat. 28:19), for the remission of sins
(Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16). Obedience
to these simple conditions will make
you a member of the Lord’s church
(Acts 2:47), free from any denomina‐
tional entanglements or man-made
creeds, and subject only to the will of
Christ as it is declared in the New
Testament Scriptures. Am I your
friend or your enemy when I tell you
these things? The real friend of hu‐
manity is the Gospel preacher who
preaches the whole truth. Think on
these things.
Deceased
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The Right Kind of Preaching
Cled E. Wallace
Much is being said about the
right kind of preaching and writing.
Charges of hard and soft are being
bandied back and forth. With as
plain a book as the New Testament
in hand and with its abundant
supply of examples of the very best
preaching and writing, it ought not
to be a diﬃcult thing to determine
the kind of both that should be
done. A direct appeal to the New
Testament, its preachers and its
writers ought to settle any question
that arises in such a connection.
Men who say the most about “the
right method of approach,”
“constructive articles,” etc., betray
the fact that a lot of their ideas
come from modern psychology,
materialistic philosophy, and
sectarian sources, rather than from
Jesus and the apostles. It is futile to
do a lot of talking about the
method of approach, when you
never approach. It would improve
some preachers and writers if they
could forget about the method and
go ahead and approach. The main
idea is getting there anyhow. I shall
resort to the rather simple strategy
of pointing some Scripture texts at
some of the approaching
methodists among us who never

approach, or do so in such timid
manner, they are useless after they
arrive. They might as well have
stayed at home.
Now, John the Baptizer, was a
fairly acceptable preacher
considering the time and
circumstances of his activities.
“There came a man sent from God
whose name was John.” He was an
austere man, simple in his tastes
and habits. He was neither clothed
in purple andfi ne linen, nor did he
fare sumptuously every day. “Now
John himself had his raiment of
camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle
about his loins; and his food was
locusts and wild honey.” He
preached the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins and
seemed to encounter no diﬃculty
in approaching his subject. He got
there a lot quicker than he would
have, had he worn a scissor-tail coat
and been called Dr. John. Preachers
thus handicapped, seldom get there
at all, for they are too busy talking
about the method of approach.
John was not particularly worried,
according to the record, about
oﬀending people. He demanded of
all that they repent or burn. There
were some “honorable men” in

John’s audience who were highly
connected and proud of their
standing. They condescended to
submit to John’s baptism, but John
perceived that their motives were
unrelated to the personal
repentance he was preaching. He
made a personal attack on them,
called them “Ye oﬀspring of vipers”
and demanded of them “fruit
worthy of repentance.” A
questionnaire might have disclosed
the fact that a goodly number of
very nice people did not savor
John’s “attacks on honorable men.”
That did not bother John any. He
was not preaching to please the
people, but to please God by
blasting sin and sinners and leading
them to repentance. He even had an
invitation to preach to king Herod.
This intrepid man of God then said
the wrong thing at the
psychological moment and got his
head chopped oﬀ. He told Herod
that he was living with his brother
Philip’s wife and that it was not
lawful for him to have her. What
would a modern perfumed and
manicured preacher think of that
method of approach? John was a
constructive preacher! That word
sounds familiar, doesn’t it? He razed
Continued on Page 4
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many similar statements that we
could add to these. We show our
love for the DivineTh ree by our
obedience to the Word of God.
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Joshua’s Respect
As Joshua took over the
leadership from Moses, God gives
him a duty or responsibility in
leading the people of God into the
Promised Land (Jos. 1:2-9). Amid
this charge, God tells Joshua to
have the proper awe or respect for
His Word.
Only be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest ob‐
serve to do according to all the law,
which Moses my servant com‐
manded thee: turn not from it to
the right hand or to the left, that
thou mayest prosper whithersoever
thou goest. This book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe
to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success (1:7-8).

Aﬀection
Joshua would show his aﬀection
and respect by how he responded
to God’s Word. This is true of us
also. Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep
my commandments… If a man
love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him. He that loveth
me not keepeth not my sayings:
and the word which ye hear is not
mine, but the Father’s which sent
me” (John 14:15, 23-24).Th ere are
2
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Authority
Joshua would have that respect
because of the authority of that
Word. That word has authority
because of its origin. It is “the law,
which Moses my servant
commanded thee.”Th is is what
Moses commanded that God gave
him; thus, it is God’s commands.
Thus, those commands must be
respected; Joshua must obey what
God has authorized through
Moses. We need to have respect for
the authority of the New Testament
today because it is the Word of
God given through the Messiah.
Jesus said:
For I have not spoken of myself; but
the Father which sent me, he gave
me a commandment, what I should
say, and what I should speak. And I
know that his commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father said
unto me, so I speak (John 12:4950).

That which Jesus spoke
originated with the Father. That
same word was given to the
apostles (17:8, 14), and they were
guided by the Holy Spirit (14:26;
16:13) to speak (1 Cor. 2:10-13)
and write (Eph. 3:3-4) those words.
Thus, we, like Joshua, need to
respect the New Testament and its
authority because of its origin. We
need to respect it to do all that God
authorizes through that Word. Paul
taught, “And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God and the Father by him” (Col.
3:17). We must do all that God
authorizes and only what He
authorizes. If we do anything other
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than what God has authorized,
then we are not observing “to do
according to all the law” but are
turning “from it to the right hand
or to the left.” The way in which
God authorizes through the Word
is by direct statements, examples,
and implications.
Yet, many today do not have
respect like Joshua. The
denominational world has their
denominational creed book as
their authority instead of the Word
of God. Thus, instead of doing
“according to all the law,” they do
what they desire to do. Others do
not look for Bible authority at all
(something that has crept into the
Lord’s church). They decide to do
whatever pleases them. There are
also those who have rebelled
against any and all authority. None
of these have the respect for
authority as did Joshua.
Attention
We also notice the attention
Joshua was to give to that
authoritative Word. He was to
meditate on that Word day and
night. When we have a true
aﬀection for the Word, there will
be an eagerness to read, study, and
meditate upon it. In the first Psalm,
we find the blessed man is the man
who meditates on the Word: “But
his delight is in the law of the Lord;
and in his law doth he meditate
day and night” (1:2). Paul urged his
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son in the faith to “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). It is only
through study and meditation on
God’s Word will we be able to give
the proper attention to the Word of
God to apply it to our lives.
This does, however, show that
we can come to an understanding
of that Word. If there is an
impossibility of understanding,
then there would be no need for
study and meditation upon it as
such would be a waste of time and
eﬀort. We can come to know God’s
Word. Jesus said, “And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:32). We
cannot be approved of God or
made free (from sin) without
knowing God’s will for us.
God tells Joshua that the law He
gave through Moses was not to
“depart out of thy mouth.” This
again shows the type of attention
Joshua was to give to the Law. One
writer pointed out that this refers
to the custom of muttering while
study or reflecting. This action is in
conjunction with meditating. The
idea of meditating is not like the
modern-day meditation of an
emptying of the mind and
concentrating on nothing or on
self (something that originated
from the Eastern mystic religions),
but involves two things: (1) focus
on God, His works, or His law, and
(2) an activity that was done aloud.
When one is continually muttering
on the Law, then he is constantly
thinking about it. Keil and
Delitzsch add, “The law is in our
mouth, not only when we are
incessantly preaching it, but when
we are reading it intelligently for
ourselves, or conversing about it

with others” (22-23). This certainly
brings to our mind Peter’s
injunction, “If any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God”
(1 Pet. 4:11).
God also states that Joshua is to
meditate upon it. Meditate
according to Keil and Delitzsch
“does not mean theoretical
speculation about the law, such as
the Pharisees indulged in, but a
practical study of the law, for the
purpose of observing it in thought
and action, or carrying it out with
the heart, the mouth, and the hand.
Such a mode of employing it would
be sure to be followed by blessings”
(30). In the Lang commentaries, he
adds, “a mature reflection upon the
law by which Joshua penetrates
more deeply into its meaning, and
thus becomes qualified to speak
more clearly, pointedly, and
powerfully to the people” (42). Far
too often today, we do not have
people who will reflect upon God’s
Word as they live their lives. Thus,
when faced with decisions in their
lives, they are ill-prepared to carry
out that Law much less speak that
Law to others. How we need to get
back to giving God’s Word the
proper attention it deserves.
Actions
Joshua’s actions were to be
guided by that Word. He was to
observe to do all that the Law
stated. First, he must do the Law.
He must apply in life what Moses
wrote. We also must actually do
what God has authorized in the
New Testament. James commands,
“But be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves” (Jam. 1:22). We have
far too many today who hear God’s
Word, but they never put what
they hear into action, thus they

deceive themselves. Others talk a
great talk, but their actions do not
measure up to their talk. Joshua
was going to have to put into
action what Moses commanded,
and we must put into action what
God has authorized.
Joshua also had to do all that
Moses commanded. Joshua did not
have the right to pick and choose
what God, through Moses, said. He
could not omit those things he did
not like. He had the obligation to
do everything whether he liked it
or not. So it is today. We must do
everything God commands us to
do. We have no right to change or
alter God’s commands, nor do we
have the right to omit those things
we might not like. Many Christians
today decide to do those
commands of God that they like,
but when it comes to those that do
not sit well with them, they omit
them. God does not give us a
choice to obey only those
commands we like, but we must
obey all of God’s Word.
Conclusion
Only as Joshua would do these
things would he be prosperous and
successful. As we view the life of
Joshua, he was faithful in all things
God commanded, and as a result,
he was prosperous and successful
in his life. Toward the end of his
life, he challenged the Israelites to
“choose you this day whom ye will
serve” (Jos. 24:15), but his
statement regarding himself was,
“as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord” (24:15). His life
had demonstrated that choice.
Yahweh was with him and brought
him and the people he led into the
Promised Land. When we observe
to do all that God commands us,
then God will be with us so we will
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be blessed in our lives and God will
bring us into the Promised Land.
Let us determine to do all that God
authorizes us to do.

the mountains, filled the valleys,
and straightened the crooked and
made “the rough ways smooth.” By
his preaching, he built a highway in
all the wilderness for the Lord. The
constructive preaching described by
the baby-talk of modern methodists
among us would not have levelled
any mountains, filled any valleys,
nor constructed a highway for
royalty. Softly spoken platitudes in
religion, mainly designed to be
inoﬀensive, generally true as they
may be, are not constructive of
what the Lord wants built up!
When a sinner, even a dressed-up
sinner, who belongs to “a
respectable church,” hears a real
constructive preacher, he does not
feel like he had visited a beauty
parlor.
Jesus is by common consent the
greatest of all teachers and
preachers. He astonished the men
of His time and all succeeding time
with the Sermon on the Mount. In
it He exalted humility, purity of
heart, meekness and mercy. He
pronounced blessings on
peacemakers and those who could
rejoice under persecution for
righteousness’ sake without
compromising or surrendering
their loyalty. While holding forth
true standards of holiness, He
condemns divorce, hypocritical
praying, fasting and alms-giving to
be seen of men, the love and selfish
use of money, all hate and thirst for
vengeance, harsh and hypocritical
judgments on others, and voiced a
stern warning-against “false
4
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prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are
ravening wolves.” He was pointed in
His definitions. A wise man is one
who hears His words and does
them. All others are foolish and will
suﬀer a great fall. There is no
compromise with or winking at sin,
either personal or doctrinal, in the
Sermon on the Mount. It is famous
for the scope of its teaching and
condemns as much as it applauds.
Jesus was an iconoclast. He
demolished the false that He might
construct the true. Our present
methodists of approach, who admit
that they are the very sugar of the
earth, are too squeamish to chop
down the thorns of error. They
expect their scanty scattering of
constructive seed to choke out the
thorns. “Preach the gospel and let
others alone.” Jesus did not do it
that way! Some of them are strong
on letting others alone and preach
very little Gospel.
Jesus aroused powerful
opposition among “honorable
men,” met them face to face in hot
exchanges, answered their captious
questions, directed parables against
them, withered them into defeated
silence by His repartee, warned His
disciples and the people against
their teaching, and when it was
called to His attention that they had
become oﬀended at Him, He said:
“Let them alone, they are blind
guides.” He called their worship
“vain worship” and their teaching
“the doctrine and commandments
of men.” He charged them with

making void the Word of God
because of their traditions. The last
days in the temple area were hectic.
He charged them with turning the
house of God into a den of robbers.
He did justice to His subject in
highly descriptive language. He
attacked some of these “honorable
men,” chief shepherds of the flock,
as whited sepulchers, serpents,
oﬀspring of vipers, sons of hell and
told them they could not escape the
judgment of hell. He called them
fools and blind gnat-strainers and
camel-swallowers and charged
them with all the righteous blood
shed on the earth from the days of
Abel. He said other nice things like
this to them. What do you think of
His method of approach? Anyhow,
He approached! Yet, when some of
us make a comparatively mild
attack on the false doctrines of our
time, long-faced mourners over the
departed, journalistic glory of Zion,
wail like children in the market
places, that we are utterly void of
the spirit of Christ! What a pity that
Jesus could not have made a
pilgrimage to New Jersey and
learned something about the sweet
freshness of a right approach! He
did not even have the softening
benefits of a brotherhood survey!
Some of the loudest talkers about
the spirit of Christ, know least
about it. He was not doctrinally
tolerant. “He that believeth not shall
be dammed.” Would it not be better
to preach “a positive gospel,” make
heaven so inviting that nobody
would want to go anywhere else?

Keil, Carl Friedrich, and Franz Delitzsch.
Commentary on the Old Testament.
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Jesus preached some hell-fire and
damnation along with it, and it can
be recommended to warm up the
modern method of approach. We
have the example of Jesus and
apostolic precept for preaching the
truth and exposing error.
Preach the word; be urgent in sea‐
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuﬀering and
teaching. For the time will come
when they will not endure the sound
doctrine; but, having itching ears,
will heap to themselves teachers
after their own lusts; and will turn
away their ears from the truth, and
turn aside unto fables (2 Tim. 4:2-4).

Itching ears can be tickled with
questionnaires followed up by
“higher journalistic standards”:
diluted to the formula of the proper
method of approach. Such methods
may please the sects and spoil the
brethren. The right kind of
preaching ought to convert some of
the sects, agitate all of them, and
put fight in the brethren. “Contend
earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 3).

If a man wants to be the right
kind of preacher and writer, he
should form the acquaintance of
Paul and watch him approach. He
might also make a side-study of
Stephen with profit. Paul expressed
a high degree of aversion for “some
that trouble you. and would pervert
the gospel of Christ.” He
pronounced an anathema on all
who preached any other Gospel
than that which he received from
the Lord and made known to the
people. There is not anything in
Paul’s record to show that he would
be pleased with a man today, who
for some twenty years was “lost” to
loyal contenders for the faith, found
the fellowship of digressives more
satisfactory than that of “the alleged
loyal church,” and gained sudden
prominence among loyal churches
by making a survey to find out what
kind of preaching and writing the
brethren wanted. “For am I now
seeking the favor of men, or of
God? or am I striving to please
men? if I were still pleasing men, I
should not be a servant of Christ”

(Gal. 1:10, 11). Paul’s preaching
drewfi re. Honorably connected
men “contradicted the things which
were spoken by Paul, and
blasphemed.” Paul met the
challenge boldly. “Seeing ye thrust it
from you, and judge yourselves
unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn
to the Gentiles.” Instead of
criticizing Paul’s method of
approach, “the disciples were filled
with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”
They did not rebuke Paul by saying,
“peace, brother, peace!” Paul was
charged with madness, teaching
unlawful customs, being the
ringleader of a sect, turning the
world upside down, and being a
pestilent fellow. If he lived today, he
would not be sending out
questionnaires and making surveys
to feel the pulse of the brotherhood.
A study of Paul ought to toughen
up some tenderfeet among us who
tread about over Gospel principles
about like a barefooted boy in a
grass-burr patch. “Preach the word.
Be urgent.”
Deceased

Baptism and Salvation
Tim Smith
Much has been written and said
about the matter of baptism and
salvation through the years, but it
still remains the center of much
controversy in the minds of many.
There are those who contend that
baptism plays no role in the
salvation of the soul and has no
place in modem times. Some
contend that one may or may not
choose to be baptized in the course
of his salvation, that it is totally
optional. Some contend that one is
saved first and then baptized to
make known his salvation. Some

contend that one is saved and then
later is baptized to join the church
of his choice. This article will
demonstrate that each of these
contentions is false. We will
demonstrate, with the “oracles of
God,” that baptism is the point at
which salvation is imparted, the
remission of sins granted, the
washing away of sins takes place,
and when the Lord adds us to His
church.
In Matthew 28:18-20 we read:
And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given

unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to ob‐
serve all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen

Mark’s account goes like this:
He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned (Mark 16:16).

Having announced that He
received authority from His Father,
He goes on to tell His apostles that
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they now must go into every part
of the world and preach to
everyone who will hear. Those who
hear and believe are to be baptized.
The result of this baptism is that
they “shall be saved.” Now the
words we have cited are the words
of Jesus. He claims “all authority.”
Who is there with more authority?
Who is there who can negate the
force of His words?
The command of Jesus to His
apostles cited above was first
obeyed on Pentecost of Acts 2 and
may be summarized in brief as
follows:
Now when they heard this, they
were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what
shall we do?Th en Peter said unto
them, Repent, and be baptized ev‐
ery one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.… Then they that gladly re‐
ceived his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls
(2:37-38, 41).

This was the fulfillment of the
Great Commission. It was here
that the apostles first did what
Jesus told them to do a few days
before. People who heard the
preaching of the apostles and
believed it desired to be released
from their sins. This release was
granted upon their baptism. It
would here be good to note that
what they did in Acts 2 was exactly
what they were told to do in
Matthew 28. They baptized people
here in keeping with the command
of Matthew 28 and Mark 16. If
there is a diﬀerence in baptizing as
per Matthew 28 and as per Acts 2,
then we must concede that the
apostles violated what Jesus told
them to do. Some teach that there
6
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is a diﬀerence in baptizing “in the
name of Jesus Christ” and
baptizing “in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost.” They say, “Where is
the name in Matthew 28?” The
words “in the name of ” were
chosen and used by Jesus. He said
that men are to be baptized “in the
name” of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. He approved what was
done on Pentecost also. The
question is, what does “in the
name of mean”? Is it something
that must be said? I contend that
“in the name of ” here meant what
it elsewhere meant, by the
authority (power) of. We find it so
used in Acts 4:7. It also makes
much more sense; for, what are we
doing when we act in the name of
Jesus? Are we doing something
and then pretending that Jesus did
it? Or, are we doing something and
then providing the authority for so
acting? There is not a single
passage in the New Testament that
commands that the person
immersing another into Christ say
anything; there is not a single
passage in the New Testament that
contains an example of anyone
saying anything as he immersed
another. At best one might have a
personal preference in this
connection, more than that is
sinful. What the person immersing
another says is not a matter of
Biblical concern, and it should not
concern us either. It is wrong and
sinful to refuse to extend
fellowship to another because the
wrong formula was uttered over
him/her at the time of his/her
immersion. To do such is to make
a law God did not make.
That baptism is for the washing
away of sins we learn in Acts 22:16,
“And now why tarriest thou? arise,
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and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” May one be saved who is
still in his sins? Does not
Revelation 21:27 tell us that those
in sin cannot enter heaven? If one
is still in his sins up to the point of
baptism, can that one go to heaven
should he die before baptism? Not
according to the Bible.
That baptism puts us into
contact with the death of Christ we
learn in Romans 6:3-4:
Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of
life.

What happened at His death?
His blood was shed. Hebrews 9:22
tells us that without the shedding
of blood there is no remission.
John tells us that His blood
cleanses us from our sins in 1 John
1:7. Revelation 1:5 tells us that we
are washed from our sins in His
blood. If we contact the blood in
baptism, can one be saved who has
not been baptized? Not according
to the Bible. That baptism puts one
into the church we learn in
1 Corinthians 12:13: “For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one
body.” The body is the church (Col.
1:18, Eph. 1:22-23). Therefore, to
be in the body is to be in the
church. Since it is the church that
is sanctified and cleansed and shall
be presented unto Christ at the last
day holy and blameless (5:26-27),
may one refuse baptism (and
thereby church membership) and
still be saved? Not according to the
Bible.
That baptism puts one into

Christ we learn in Galatians 3:27:
“For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.” Since all spiritual blessings
are in Christ (Eph. 1:3), and since
salvation is in Christ (Acts 4:12),
can one be saved who is not in
Christ, having never been baptized
into Him? Not according to the
Bible.
Hear the words of Peter, the one
whose sermon we have recorded
on Pentecost of Acts 2, the one
who taught that baptism was “for
the remission of sins,” the one who
could have responded to the

question, “Men and brethren what
shall we do” by saying “Faith only
will save you” or “The grace of God
will do all the work for you,” but
did not. He chose rather to say,
“Repent and be baptized, every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins.” Hear this
same man’s frame of mind many
years after Pentecost as he writes
by inspiration: “The like figure
whereunto even baptism doth also
now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21). If
baptism saves us, can one be saved
without it? Not according to the
Bible.

Now we have demonstrated that
baptism is necessary to salvation,
the remission of sins, entrance into
the body, entrance into Christ, etc.
The Bible teaches these things.
Men may disagree, men may mock
those who teach the necessity of
baptism, but remember the words
of Jesus: “He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one
that judgeth him: the word that I
have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day” (John 12:48).
The Bible says that one must be
baptized to be saved, have you?
Deceased

Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
____ copies of The Church (2018) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Set Ye Up A Standard In The Land (2017) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Typology (2016) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
____ copies of Innovations (2013) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $5.00
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
____ copies of Worldliness (1999) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Christian Fellowship (1998) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Leadership (1997) (spiral bound) @ $5.00
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2018) (PDF format) $37.75
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price

Total Price
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

Total: _________
Send To: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________State:_______ Zip:___________________________
June 2019

Defender

7

DEFENDER

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Church
2018 Bellview Lectures
Chapters On:
The Church in the Eternal Purpose of God ..........Jerry Brewer
The Church as Seen by the Prophets #1 ...........David P. Brown
The Church as Seen by the Prophets #2 ...........David P. Brown
The Church as Seen by the Prophets #3 ...........David P. Brown
Preparatory Work by John and Jesus ............Harrell Davidson
The Church Established ............................................Doug Post
The Church Identified ...........................................Philip Smith
The Church Indestructible ......................................Ron Cosby
The Church Its Eternal Destiny .....................Harrell Davidson
The Church and Self-Discipline ............................Jerry Brewer
The Church and Its Worship .....................................Doug Post
The Church and Its Salvation ..................................Ron Cosby
The All Suﬀiciency of the Church..........................Philip Smith
The Church and Denominationalism ...................Wayne Blake
The Militant Church .......................................Michael Hatcher
The Mission of the Church ........................................Lee Moses
Are We Going to Take the Backbone
Out of the Church ........................................Bruce Stulting
The Fellowship of the Church .............................Bruce Stulting
Organization in the Church .....................................Geoff Litke
Three Divine Institutions .................................Danny Douglas
Christ and the Church ......................................Danny Douglas
The Church and Morals ........................................Wayne Blake
The Church and Its Preaching ...................................Jim Miller
The Church and Liberalism .......................................Lee Moses
What’s Right with the Church..................................Geoff Litke
Resolving Conflicts in the Church .............................Gene Hill
The Church Walking Before God ..............................Gene Hill

$5.00
Plus $3.75 Postage and Handling Per Book
Set Ye Up A Standard In The Land (2017) ........................$5.00
Typology (2016) ................................................................$5.00
Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) ...........................$25.00
Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) .................$11.00
Innovations (2013) ............................................................$5.00
What The Bible Says About: (2012) ................................$11.00
Back To The Bible (2010) ..................................................$4.00
Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) ....................$5.00
A Time To Build (2007) ....................................................$5.00
The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) .......................................$5.00
Great New Testament Questions (2004) ...........................$5.00
Great Old Testament Questions (2003) ............................$5.00
Beatitudes (2002) ..............................................................$5.00
Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) ..................$5.00
Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) .................................$5.00
Worldliness (1999) ............................................................$5.00
Christian Fellowship (1998) .............................................$5.00
Leadership (1997) .............................................................$5.00
Preaching God Demands (1996) ......................................$5.00
The 1997-1999, 2013, and the 2016-2018 books are spiralbound. The 2010, 2012, 2014 books are soft-cover books.
Each of the other years books are hard-cover. To receive
your copy of the lectureship book(s) send your check or
money order to:
Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526

Defender
“I am set for the defense of the gospel”
Vol. XLVIII

July 2019

Number 07

Web Site: http://www.bellviewcoc.com

Email: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

The Real Dancing with Wolves
Roelf L. Ruﬀner
Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening
wolves (Mat. 7:15).

Increasingly the words of that
true prophet Jesus Christ are be‐
ing fulfilled in our own day. A
whole generation of biblically il‐
literate Christians are being be‐
guiled and spiritually plundered
by self-styled “change agents.” Be‐
cause of their ignorance of God’s
Word, they fail to heed His warn‐
ings found in the Old and New
Testaments concerning Satan’s
servants. Consequently, if they do
not repent, they will find them‐
selves without a candlestick;
dwelling “where Satan dwelleth”
(Rev. 2:13).
In his last epistle, the apostle
Paul warns the early church and
us of the danger of false teachers.
“Now the Spirit speaketh ex‐
pressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim.
4:1).
Peter warns his readers this
was neither a far oﬀ, futuristic
warning, nor something which
had only occurred in the dim
past. “But there were false

prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teach‐
ers among you” (2 Pet. 2:1).Th is
is an ominous admonition to New
Testament Christians of any age
about the danger of ignoring
God’s Word and “dancing with
wolves.”
Yet, the Holy Spirit and Peter
do not leave us dangling. Peter
outlines for us the tactics, motiva‐
tion, and destiny of false teachers.
One Tactic of False
Teachers—Secrecy
False teachers do not march
into a congregation of God’s peo‐
ple and announce, “I am here to
teach and preach damnable here‐
sies.” Like some stealth aircraft
they come in often unnoticed.
Many start out by claiming to be
“loving and positive” in their
teaching. They decry Bible-based,
chapter and verse preaching as
“out of date” and not meeting the
“felt-needs” of modern man. After
they have softened up the people
on a diet of psychology, fables,
and funny stories, they proceed to
promulgate their secret agenda
(2:1), by saying such things as:
1. “The church of Christ has
been too harsh and legalistic

in its methods of reaching the
world. We need to change!”
2. “Our worship services are dull
and not uplifting. We need to
change!”
3. “Women need to take a more
public role in the church. We
need to change!”
4. “There are Christians in de‐
nominations, and we need to
fellowship them. We need to
change!”
When asked what they mean
by change they are vague and
noncommittal. However, if we de‐
cipher their words in the light of
the Scriptures the heresies slip
out:
1. They do not want plain,
vanilla truth which convicts
men of sin and causes them to
purify their souls “in obeying
the truth” (1 Pet. 1:22).
2. They want emotion-driven en‐
tertainment as worship, which
appeals to the flesh rather
than the spirit, like the reli‐
gious world around them (i.e.,
solos, choirs, and mechanical
instruments of music).
3. They have decided to ignore
the God-ordained role of men
and women in the church in
Continued on Page 5
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Same?

There are those today who
claim to heal others miraculously.
However, if one compares the
miraculous healings of the Bible
with the modern healings, he will
observe a stark contrast between
them. Let us briefly consider some
of these diﬀerences.
Genuineness
The miracles of today involve
ambiguous maladies that leave one
guessing as to whether or not a
miracle or anything really hap‐
pened. There is never any objective
evidence that a miracle has taken
place. The miracles of the Bible,
however, left no doubt that they
were beyond natural causes. The
modern-day worker will be very
selective in what they try to heal,
while those in the Bible did noth‐
ing to limit what was performed.
Acknowledged by Enemies
Even the enemies of Christian‐
ity had to admit that miracles had
been worked. After Peter and John
had given a defense before the
Sanhedrin for healing the lame
man, it says of them, “And behold‐
ing the man which was healed
standing with them, they could say
nothing against it” (Acts 4:14).
They sent Peter and John out of
the room and said, “What shall we
2
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do to these men? for that indeed a
notable miracle hath been done by
them is manifest to all them that
dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot
deny it.” (4:16). Often the rulers of
the people were angry at Jesus, but
never did they try to deny any of
the miracles that occurred. They
did, on one occasion, try to at‐
tribute the power by which He
worked the miracle to Beelzebub
(Mat. 12:22-30). After some told
them of the raising of Lazarus,
John states, “Then gathered the
chief priests and the Pharisees a
council, and said, What do we? for
this man doeth many miracles”
(John 11:47). No one who lived
during the Bible times ever left any
record as to whether a true miracle
had taken place.
This cannot be said of miracle
workers today. There has always
been a cloud of suspicion around
them. Consider the debate chal‐
lenges to them to work a miracle,
demonstrate the power, or the
books exposing the frauds for their
trickery. Hollenweger in speaking
of Oral Roberts writes:
He holds firmly to his teaching, al‐
though he is realistic enough to ad‐
mit that only twenty-five percent of
the people with whom he prays are
healed or improved. He says in as
many words: “No one in the whole
world has prayed with more sick
people who have not been healed
than I have” (364).

What a contrast to the obvious
miracles of the Bible.
Seen by More Than
One Witness
Often when pressed for a real
miracle, the modern-day worker
will mention some event that hap‐
pened in some far-oﬀ place. One
time I asked for an example of Bib‐
lical tongues occurring today. I
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was told of someone in Africa who
had done so. The miracles of the
Bible were not done in a corner. In
speaking to Agrippa, Paul said,
“For the king knoweth of these
things, before whom also I speak
freely: for I am persuaded that
none of these things are hidden
from him; for this thing was not
done in a corner” (Acts 26:26).
Often there were multitudes
around to see the miracle. When
Jesus fed the multitudes in John 6
there were five-thousand men be‐
sides women and children.
For a Specific Purpose
Today miracles are used to ex‐
cite the fancy. The more emotion‐
ally excited people become, the
more miracles they can work.
Bible miracles were never used for
this purpose. Nor were they used
to make a name for oneself. It be‐
comes painfully obvious that many
of the modern-day miracle work‐
ers do so simply as a means of
milking gullible people out of their
money.Th ose in the Bible never
used miracles as a way to make
money. As Peter and John went
into the temple the lamb man
asked them for money (Acts 3:3).
“Then Peter said, Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have give
I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up and walk”
(3:6).
Many people consider the pur‐
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pose of miracles being the reliev‐
ing of illnesses and pain, remove
suﬀering, and improve the physical
condition of people. They have the
mistaken idea that God does not
want people to suﬀer, thus He
heals them of these things.Th ey
fail to realize that the New Testa‐
ment teaches there is a purpose to
suﬀering. Suﬀering gives the indi‐
vidual the proper environment to
grow, develop, and mature. God
also promises that He will be with
us during these times (1 Cor.
10:13) and He will give us grace to
endure them (2 Cor. 12:9). While
Jesus did demonstrate His com‐
passion in the healings, it becomes
obvious that His compassion is not
the purpose of the miracles. If
compassion was the purpose, then
Jesus would not have left anyone
sick and dying for He could have
healed everyone. It would not be
consistent with leaving Paul’s
thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12).
Surely, if compassion was the pur‐
pose of miracles, Paul would have
healed Timothy’s stomach prob‐
lems and oftinfi rmities (1 Tim.
5:23), and he would have healed
Trophimus instead of leaving him
sick at Miletum (2 Tim. 4:20).
Why would Jesus say that the sick
needed a physician (Mat. 9:12) if
the purpose of miracles was simply
to relieve sicknesses?
While compassion was involved
in miracle working, and on occa‐
sion miracles did draw a crowd
(excite the fancy), that was a byproduct of the miracle-working‐
—not the purpose. The purpose of
miracles was to confirmatory.
Of a Concrete Nature
This is closely related to thefi rst
point we considered (genuine‐
ness).Th e miracles of the Bible

were of such a nature that they
could not be denied: Jesus turned
plain water into wine (a non-alco‐
holic grape juice) which could be
tasted (John 2); healing a man who
had been impotent thirty-eight
years (John 5); feeding five-thou‐
sand men with five barley loaves
and two small fishes (John 6);
healing a man born blind (John 9);
raising a man who had been dead
for four days (John 11); restoring
an ear which had been cut oﬀ
(Luke 22:49-51). The Bible mira‐
cles simply could not be denied
because everyone could attest to
the fact that a true miracle hap‐
pened. Today, the miracles are
some internal problem that no one
can see. They must be because no
one can do true miracles.
Unrestricted in Type
Consider the miracles listed
above and it shows that there is no
classification of miracles which
was not worked. When certain
miracle-workers today have cer‐
tain types of ailments brought to
them, they simply do not even try
to cure the person because they
know they cannot.
John’s account of the life of Je‐
sus was written to produce faith in
Him (John 20:30-31). To accom‐
plish this John selects seven mira‐
cles of our Lord, each designed to
show that Jesus was master over
everything and, thus, the Christ. In
John 2, Jesus turned water into
wine (again it was a non-alcoholic
beverage) showing He is Master of
Quality. In John 4, Jesus heals the
nobleman’s son who is twenty
miles from the scene showing He
is Master of Space or Distance. In
John 5, Jesus heals the man who
had been impotent for thirty-eight
years showing He is Master of

Time. John 6 records Jesus feeding
the five thousand men with five
loaves and two small fishes show‐
ing He is Master over Quantity.
Later in the same chapter, Jesus
walks on the water even though
the wind and sea were boisterous
showing He is Master of the Ele‐
ments or Natural Law.Th ere is a
man who had been blind from his
mother’s womb in John 9 to whom
Jesus restores sight showing He is
Master of Misfortune. Then Jesus
shows that He is Master of Death
by raising Lazarus from the dead
in John 11. These seven elements
are the sum total of our existence
and John shows that Jesus could
work a miracle over them, and
thus He was master of each. Let us
see the modern-day miracleworker do these today!
Immediate
The miracles recorded in the
Bible were always instantaneous.
When Jesus healed a blind man
the record states: “And Jesus said
unto him, Go thy way; thy faith
hath made thee whole. And imme‐
diately he received his sight, and
followed Jesus in the way” (Mark
10:52). When Peter and John
healed the cripple man outside the
temple it says that “immediately
his feet and ankle bones received
strength” (Acts 3:7). When Jesus
heals Peter’s mother, He “lifted her
up; and immediately the fever left
her, and she ministered unto
them” (Mark 1:31, see also 5:41-42;
9:27; Luke 13:13). Never do we
read of a cure which took place
three weeks later. Yet, such are
common among the fake miracles
of today.
Complete
When these charlatans heal
people today, many times it is an
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incomplete healing or the person
is only partly cured. The miracles
of the Bible were never of such a
nature. When Jesus healed the
blind, they could see just fine.
When Peter and John healed the
man outside the temple, “he leap‐
ing up stood, and walked, and en‐
tered with them into the temple,
walking, and leaping, and praising
God” (Acts 3:8). It was not a case
of barely being able to stand up
and walking with great diﬃculty,
like the miracles of today.

And as he was now going down, his
servants met him, and told him,
saying, Thy son liveth. Then en‐
quired he of them the hour when
he began to amend. And they said
unto him, Yesterday at the seventh
hour the fever left him. So the fa‐
ther knew that it was at the same
hour, in the which Jesus said unto
him, Thy son liveth: and himself
believed, and his whole house
(4:51-53).

Enduring
The people healed during the
Bible times never reverted back to
their ailment. Once healed they re‐
mained healed.Th at is not the sit‐
uation today. “It had to be stated
with sadness that in the healing
campaigns, after the first rush of
enthusiasm, those who remained
healed were only a very small per‐
centage” (Hollenweger 357). Hol‐
lenweger also records this event.
Someone who had received a tem‐
porary improvement wrote to Zaiss
only the second day after her “heal‐
ing”: “Everything is as before, I am
deaf again, please help me, dear
brother Zaiss.” But in Zaiss’s oﬃce
records this person had already
been registered as “healed,” and so,
in spite of her disavowal, she could
have read in Zaiss’s journal Mehr
Licht! The thanksgiving she uttered
in thefi rst hours (362).

One Healed Could be
Absent or Present
When Jesus was at Cana of
Galilee, a nobleman from Caper‐
naum came to Jesus asking Him to
heal his son.Th e distance between
these two cities is about 20 miles.
“Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way;
thy son liveth” (John 4:50). The
nobleman started on his way
home.
4
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When Jesus healed the Sy‐
rophenician woman’s daughter, she
was not present (Mat. 15:21-28;
Mark 7:24-30). Yet, the modern
fake-healers must have the person
to be healed present so they can
get the person emotionally excited
enough to heal them. They would
not try to heal someone (except in
vague terms) who is not present.
Did Not Require the
Faith of the Recipient
Invariably Pentecostals demand
that the person to be healed has
enough faith.Th is is so the mind
can do its work in healing the
body (alleviating psychosomatic
illnesses but also temporarily over‐
coming many real injuries and
pains). The Pentecostal Walter
Hollenweger quotes Mink as say‐
ing, “Healing does not fail because
of the will of God, but because of
the unbelief of his children” (358).
What a cruel burden to place upon
someone who has not been healed.
“It is your own fault you are not
healed; you do not have enough
faith.” Hollenweger also writes:
If the healing of a sick person does
not take place, this can be the result
of one of ten, fifteen or twenty rea‐
sons why prayers are not heard
(unbelief, sin, etc., on the part of
the persons seeking healing) (357).

Notice that it is always on the
“part of the persons seeking heal‐
ing,” never upon the faith-healer.
July 2019

Occasionally, faith was present
on the “part of the person seeking
healing” in the Bible. Prior to heal‐
ing two blind men, Jesus asked
them, “Believe ye that I am able to
do this?” (Mat. 9:28). After aﬃrm‐
ing their belief, Jesus “touched he
their eyes, saying, According to
your faith be it unto you. And
their eyes were opened (9:29-30).
Many individuals did not, and
some could not have faith, but
they were still healed. None of
those raised from the dead pos‐
sessed faith when they were raised.
(While I realize that some may
wish to quibble about this state‐
ment since the spirit does not
sleep.Th e spirit of man returns to
God—Ecc. 12:7—and thus would
have faith. However, let someone
ask a dead person the question Je‐
sus asked, “Believe ye that I am
able to do this?” and see what type
of response you get.) Jesus and
others healed many who were pos‐
sessed by demons (Mark 1:23-27;
5:2-13; 7:24-30; Luke 9:42; 11:1415; Acts 5:16; 10:38). Surely, Pente‐
costals will not argue that the
demons had the proper type of
faith to be healed. Many of the
recorded miracles give no indica‐
tion whether the one to be healed
had faith or not (Luke 6:6-11;
13:11-13; 14:2-4). There is also the
case of Jesus healing a person
based upon the faith of someone
else (Mark 2:1-5; Luke 7:1-10).
There were some individuals who
were healed where they did not
even know Jesus (John 6:13-14;
9:1-38 see especially verses 35-36).
Miracles, instead of being the
result of faith, were done to pro‐
duce faith according to John.
And many other signs truly did Je‐
sus in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book:

But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name
(20:30-31).

This is the opposite of what is
necessary for the charlatans of to‐
day.
Conclusion
The miracles of the Bible are
true miracles and were obvious to

Continued from Page 1
favor of faulty human reason‐
ing (1 Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:1112).
4. They deny the obvious teach‐
ings of the New Testament
concerning “one body” (Eph.
4:4) and erroneously wish to
fellowship those in spiritual
darkness (5:11).
For the false teacher, change
actually means revolution. In the
political world, if men do not like
the rules, they rebel against those
in authority and change the rules.
But Christ’s kingdom is not a
democracy but an absolute
monarchy (Col. 1:18). He pur‐
chased it with His own blood
(Acts 20:28). His commands are
not open to change (Mal. 3:6).
“Whosoever goeth onward and
abideth not in the teaching of
Christ, hath not God” (2 John
9—ASV).
Motivation of False
Teachers—Covetousness
What causes a New Testament
Christian to leave the simple doc‐
trine of Christ for the destructive
heresies of Satan? Peter tells us
one reason may be covetousness
(2 Pet. 2:3). Covetousness means
“a desire to have more material
possessions” (Vine 136). Could

all. They were accepted by all dur‐
ing that time and were obvious
that it could not have been but by
the power of God. Nicodemus cor‐
rectly observed, “we know that
thou art a teacher come from God:
for no man can do these miracles
that thou doest, except God be
with him” (John 3:2). Those mira‐
cles that produced such knowledge
does not exist with the charlatans

this sin cause one to teach false
doctrine and so betray their Lord
and Master? Judas Iscariot did for
less than $20 (John 12:4-6). It
comes from a corrupted heart
(Mark 7:21-22). “An heart they
have exercised with covetous
practices” (2 Pet. 2:14). “Take
heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man’s life consisteth not in
the abundance of the things
which he possesseth” (Luke
12:15).
We have all seen manifesta‐
tions of this covetous spirit in de‐
nominational false teachers. A
few years ago, many were sashay‐
ing across our television screens
in their expensive suits and dia‐
mond jewelry. Men such as Oral
Roberts, Jim Baker, Jimmy Swag‐
gert, and Robert Tilton claimed to
be “prophets,” “divine healers,”
and “anointed teachers.” They de‐
manded and received extravagant
incomes from donations by their
followers. In return they
promised them “health and
wealth” (1 Tim. 6:5—“supposing
that gain is godliness”). Most,
however, have crashed and
burned in their own excesses.
It is sad to see the same pattern
in the Lord’s church. A false
teacher comes along compromis‐

of today. Their counterfeit miracles
have been proven to be fake a mul‐
titude of times. The hospitalsfi lled
with actual sick people is a stand‐
ing testament to their fraud. Let us
never be deluded into accepting
miracles today.
Work Cited:
Hollenweger, Walter J. The Pentecostals.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1988.
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ing the Gospel of Christ and not
teaching “the whole counsel of
God” (Acts 20:27). Instead of
hearing the old Jerusalem Gospel
which convicts men of their sins
and causes them to repent, their
audience hear ear tickling ser‐
mons which could not save a do‐
mesticated cat (2 Tim. 4:3)! In
exchange they receive six-figure
salaries and the right to be called
“Minister.” Soon they understand
“how the cow is milked” and be‐
gin to write bestselling books pro‐
mulgating their views.
They love “the wages of un‐
righteousness.” “And through cov‐
etousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you”
(2 Pet. 2:3). They are a far cry
from that impoverished yet un‐
compromising preacher of the
truth who wrote: “As unknown,
and yet well known; as dying, and,
behold, we live; as chastened, and
not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway
rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and
yet possessing all things” (2 Cor.
6:9-10). Covetousness is idolatry
(Col. 3:5).
Another Motive of False
Teachers—Lust
The apostle Peter also warns us
of false teachers: “and many shall
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follow their pernicious ways”
(2 Pet. 2:2). Pernicious (lascivi‐
ous—ASV) denotes “excess, licen‐
tiousness, absence of restraint,
indecency, wantonness” (Vine
353). In vivid language the apostle
describes them: “count it pleasure
to revel in the day-time” (ASV);
“having eyes full of adultery, and
they cannot cease from sin”; “they
allure through the lusts of the
flesh, through much wantonness”
(2 Pet. 2:13-14, 18).
While the escapades of false
teachers such as Jim Baker and
Jimmy Swaggart are notorious,
false teachers in the Lord’s church
follow a similar vein. They may
not be personally immoral but
most refuse to preach against im‐
modesty, lust, dancing, and the
like. They consider these sins mi‐
nor and tolerable. But the Lord
does not! “But I say unto you,
That whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath com‐

mitted adultery with her already
in his heart” (Mat. 5:28).
They are also damaging when
they fail to proclaim God’s law
concerning marriage: “One man
and one woman for life.” Many in
this world have divorced their
mates unscripturally or have en‐
tered into adulterous marriages.
“And I say unto you, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, except it
be for fornication, and shall
marry another, committeth adul‐
tery: and whoso marrieth her
which is put away doth commit
adultery” (19:9). False teachers try
to minimize the impact of this
verse and others by all sorts of
theological contortions which
they use to explain away the com‐
mands of our Savior. They use
words like mercy, compassion,
and forgiveness but end up send‐
ing the beguiled down the “broad
way” which leads to Hell (7:13).
“While they promise them liberty,

they themselves are the servants
of corruption” (2 Pet. 2:19).
Destiny of False
Teachers—Judgment
Peter assures his readers that
false teachers are not unnoticed
by God. Just as God punished an‐
gels who sinned, the Antediluvian
world, and the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah, so He will punish
the false teacher. Their rebellion
will send them to torment at
death and eventually to Hell on
the Judgment Day (2:9—“unto the
day of judgment”). Apostasy from
the truth of the Bible has horrible,
eternal consequences: “The dog is
turned to his own vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to
her wallowing in the mire” (2:22).
Let us avoid false teachers; do
not buy their books, do not en‐
courage them in any way. Let us
warn others about the dangers of
dancing with wolves.
Columbia, TN

Be Nice to Him!
Foy L. Smith
I have held a number of
Gospel meetings in a town a few
hundred miles north of where we
live.Th rough at least three of the
meetings I stayed in a motel
owned by one of the members. In
the fourth, I stayed with one of
the elders. This good brother is in
the insurance business and has a
lovely big house just oﬀ one of
the main highways. He has, for all
practical purposes, two houses in
one. There is a large living room
and on either end are bedrooms,
private baths, etc. Brother and
sister Foy E. Wallace, Jr., made
their home with this Christian
6
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man and wife (their children have
had their own homes now for
several years), and the Wallace
name is a dear and revered name
in that household.
This good brother has a
dog—I mean a real dog—a
Doberman Pinscher, and he
stands guard around the clock
and people who have been there
just once never forget it. His
name is “Brutus,” and I think the
name is in keeping with his char‐
acter. Now Doberman Pinschers
are not lap dogs as you well know
if you know anything at all about
this particular strain of doghood.
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People keep them for one reason
only—to threaten anyone who
dares invade the premises. With
me, a threat is enough.The
Dobermans are usually very vi‐
cious with strangers. They have a
bite that can come down on man
or beast with a one hundred
forty-pound impact. That is al‐
most enough to remove a limb.
When the elder led me out to
his house after thefi rst service—I
had gotten there just prior to the
service—he told me to stay in my
car until he assured Brutus that I
was okay. I did not argue the
point. I stayed in my car. Brutus

heard us coming and knew that
night, I did not hesitate to call his brethren. They have forgotten
how to love if they ever knew
one car did not belong there. He
name and get right out of the car.
how.Th ey have been completely
came out with a friendly look
Here he would come, and I knew
negative so long all they know
toward the lead car and with a
I was as safe as I could ever be. I
how to do is stand and bark,
challenging look toward my car.
spoiled him some through the
show their teeth, and bite.
My friend got out of his car and
week by letting him in the house
The church is the family of
came over to my car with Brutus
a few times when he was not sup ‐
God and we are told to “love one
right by his side sizing me up. I
posed to go in, and that just en‐
another” (1 John 4:7). What if
had rolled the window down and
deared me to him even more.
God bared his teeth at us every
that long cold nose was very close
This is a true story. Now you
to the lower part of the opening.
possibly can see my main point in minute of the day? He loves us.
Oh, how much He loves us! He
The dog was waiting for some
telling it. It is not just to tell a
loved us when we were His ene‐
instruction from his master. Then rather unusual dog story. The
mies (Rom. 5:10). He loved us
it came in these words. “Now
main point is taken from the in‐
enough to give the greatest gift of
Brutus, this is brother Smith. He
troduction my friend gave the
all—His Son (John 3:16). This
will be staying with us for a week. dog: “Now Brutus, this is brother
does not argue for compromise.
He’s our friend and you must be
Smith…he’s our friend and you
Love will not sell-out the truth.
nice to him!”
must be nice to him.” As I look
This does not argue against re‐
Does this sound crazy to you?
around over our brotherhood and buking when we must. Love will
Well, that dog seemed to under‐
observe all the trouble we have
rebuke. My point is this: we hear
stand every word his master said. among us—hatreds, strife, divi‐
much about love and most of it is
His tail began to wag as he
sions, petty gossip, slandering,
a distorted view and definition of
stepped back as if to say, “come
and maligning of characters, I
what love is. We talk about it and
on, Buster, get out. It’s okay!” Be‐
think we need to reintroduce
then cut each other to pieces.
lieve it or not, I got out without a
ourselves to each other. “Now
Have we forgotten that
bit of fear, bent down and But if ye bite and devour one another, take
we are “members of the
put my arm around the
same body”? We often act
heed that ye be not consumed one of
dog’s neck. He laid his
like it. What a lesson I
another (Gal. 5:15).
long nose and face
learned that night in that
against my face and from that
brother Smith this is brother
back-yard staring into the eyes of
minute until I left, we were bo‐
Jones. He is our friend. Be nice to a Doberman! “Brutus, this is
som buddies! I would go in dur‐
him.” We have some real humanbrother Smith…he is our friend
ing the day and he would greet
Dobermans among us today!
and you must be nice to him!”
me as if I really belonged there.
Deceased
They have forgotten that we are
No matter how dark it was at
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“They Will Not Give Me Anything to Do”
W. A. Holley
“They will not give me anything
to do.” Those are the words of a
brother in Christ. He has been a
member of the Lord’s church for
many years. We have no reason to
doubt his honesty nor his sincerity.
His words represent a complaint
that is heard by Gospel preachers
almost daily. The they in the state‐
ment refers to the elders, and,
somehow, he has concluded that
they do not want him to do any‐
thing, because they have not as‐
signed him a special task. He seems
to be somewhat disillusioned and
seems to want to place the blame
for his inactivity on others. “They
will not give me anything to do,” he
laments.
We appreciate the fact that all
Christians must labor in the king‐
dom of God (Mat. 20:1-16). Cer‐
tainly, the Lord needs no idlers. We
realize that the elders of the Lord’s
church are its overseers and that
they should endeavor to employ to
the fullest extent, the ability or tal‐
ent of the entire congregation (Acts
20:28; Heb. 13:7, 17; 1 The. 5:12-13;
1 Pet. 5:2-3). We also appreciate the
fact that our brother wants to be
busily employed in the work of the
Lord (he says he does), but is the

lack of assignment on the part of
the elders the real reason for his in‐
activity? Should he expect the el‐
ders to outline every step that he
takes? Does he not have the ability
to see some things that need to be
done, and does he not have enough
intelligence and initiative of his
own to get on with his work?
The person who says, “They will
not give me anything to do” should
stop and take an honest inventory
of himself. Let him ask himself
these questions: “Why am I not do‐
ing what I want to do? Is it because
I have set my sights too high? Do I
insist on doing that which I cannot
and refuse to do that which I can?
Do I have an unhealthy attitude,
ever grumbling and complaining
no matter what happens? Am I
harsh? Unkind? On good terms or
bad terms with others? Have I
demonstrated that I am anxious to
develop my talents and to increase
my knowledge and practice of
truth? Am I really interested in
finding the place in the kingdom of
God where I can serve best? Or am
I simply offering excuses, and do
not truly want to work for the Mas‐
ter? Is my complaint really this:
Since I cannot serve in some high

place, I will not serve in a low
place! I, therefore, sit back and say:
“They will not give me anything to
do!”
We believe that the correct an‐
swer to these and similar questions
will aid us in finding that place
where we can serve the Lord best.
Let us be honest with ourselves. We
might be attempting to hide our
unwillingness to shoulder our du‐
ties and responsibilities when we
cry: “They will not give me any‐
thing to do.” Again, it might be that
we imagine that we have nothing to
do, when, as a matter of fact, we do
have assignments (and we know it),
but just do not want to work with
others in promoting the work of
the Lord.
Furthermore, some seem to
have the idea that they have noth‐
ing to do unless they can have “the
chief seats in the synagogue.” They
seem to think that they must be the
elder, or the preacher, or the song
leader, or the teacher, but if they
are required to work with and for
others, they have nothing to do. It
is ridiculous to think that one must
have the lead or he has nothing to
do. An army composed of generals
only would be a very poor army! A
Continued on Page 6

Who Dwells
With God
Psalm 15
INTRODUCTION
A study of the Psalms is a won‐
derful study and much needed in
our day. Homer Hailey wrote, “The
Psalms express the deepest emo‐
tions of the human heart.” As such,
there is no situation in life for
which the Psalms does not provide
guidance. It teaches us how to
praise Jehovah as well as live for
Him. The fifteenth Psalm, written
by David as guided by the Holy
Spirit, deals with the principles as to
how to live.
Lord, who shall abide in thy taberna‐
cle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He
that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in
his heart. He that backbiteth not with
his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neigh‐
bour, nor taketh up a reproach against
his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile per‐
son is contemned; but he honoureth
them that fear the Lord. He that
sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth
not. He that putteth not out his money
to usury, nor taketh reward against the
innocent. He that doeth these things
shall never be moved (Psa. 15).

THE QUESTION
David begins by asking the ques‐
tion: “Lord, who shall abide in thy
tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy

holy hill?” Abide suggests a tempo‐
rary dwelling place, to sojourn,
abide, or stay, but always indicates
only for a time or temporary. While
tabernacle means “a nomad’s tent” it
was more specifically the scared
tent of God which would be put up
when the Israelites made camp.
When it came time for them to
move, the Levites would take it
down and carry it upon their shoul‐
ders. Dwell means to settle down
and abide, or to reside. Holy hill
suggests to us the more permanent
place of Jerusalem where the temple
was built.
The Old Testament presents for
our consideration types of those
things found in the New Testament.
In this typology, the tabernacle rep‐
resented the church and the temple
represented heaven—the perma‐
nent dwelling place of God. Thus,
the questions asked by David, by in‐
spiration of God, have application
to who is a fit subject for member‐
ship in the church of Christ, and
who shall be a partaker of God’s
eternal glory in heaven’s home? This
certainly is a marvelous question
which deserves our rapt attention.
The rest of this Psalm gives us the
answer to these important queries.
THE ANSWER
David begins answering the
question with two general state‐
ments and then moves to specific
expressions to answer who will be
pleasing to God and fellowship
Him.
Walketh Uprightly
Walk is used throughout the
Bible for one’s pattern of life and
conduct. It indicates one’s pilgrim‐
age through life. Uprightly is to be
blameless or innocent. Swanson
puts it:
pertaining to a person or condition of

moral goodness, with a focus of being
guiltless and not liable for sin or
wrong... pertaining to not having any
moral defect.

To walk uprightly would be to
live in such a way as to be morally
right.
Paul informs us that God’s grace
teaches us three things: (1) to deny,
(2) to live, and (3) to look.
For the grace of God that bringeth sal‐
vation hath appeared to all men, Teach‐
ing us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present
world; Looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ (Tit.
2:11-13).

To walk uprightly one must deny
ungodliness and he must deny
worldly lust (cf., 1 John 2:15-17),
then he must live soberly, righ‐
teously, and godly. This is the man
who then can look for Christ’s Sec‐
ond Coming because he knows he
has that home with God in heaven.
Another way Paul expresses the
same thought is that we put off or
mortify certain things and we put
on other things.
Mortify therefore your members which
are upon the earth; fornication, un‐
cleanness, inordinate affection, evil con‐
cupiscence, and covetousness, which is
idolatry: For which things’ sake the
wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience: In the which ye also
walked some time, when ye lived in
them. But now ye also put off all these;
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth. Lie
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not one to another, seeing that ye have
put off the old man with his deeds; And
have put on the new man, which is re‐
newed in knowledge after the image of
him that created him:... Put on there‐
fore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, long‐
suffering; Forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as Christ for‐
gave you, so also do ye. And above all
these things put on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness (Col. 3:5-14).

Worketh Righteousness
The one who is a fit subject for
membership with the faithful and
thus for that eternal fellowship with
God is one who works righteous‐
ness. He recognizes that the lazy
and indolent are not the type of
person who is right with God. The
Lord condemned the one talent
man calling him lazy. “His lord an‐
swered and said unto him, Thou
wicked and slothful servant, thou
knewest that I reap where I sowed
not, and gather where I have not
strawed” (Mat. 25:26). We are to be
workers in the Lord’s kingdom. “We
then, as workers together with him,
beseech you also that ye receive not
the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor.
6:1).
However, it is not simply work‐
ing, but working righteousness.
Some are always working evil, in‐
stead of righteousness. Notice what
Swanson says about righteousness:
“The act of doing what is required
according to a standard...an act
which is proper according to a stan‐
dard, and not deviant in any way.”
The question we are then faced with
is: “What is that standard?” The
standard is God’s Word, the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. The Psalmist wrote,
“My tongue shall speak of thy word:
for all thy commandments are
righteousness” (Psa. 119:172). Thus,
all of God’s commands are right‐

eousness, but also Paul reveals the
same idea to the Romans concern‐
ing the Gospel.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God re‐
vealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith (Rom. 1:1617).

John reveals, “Little children, let
no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as
he is righteous” (1 John 3:7). Thus,
to be righteous, as God is righteous,
we must do or work righteousness.
The one who works righteousness is
the one who is in fellowship with
God and will receive His blessings.
“But in every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him” (Acts 10:35).
Speaks Truth in His Heart
David now moves to specific
characteristics of one whose
dwelling place will be with God,
and the first thing he deals with is
the powerful little member called
the tongue. The one who dwells
with God realizes that a part of
God’s nature is truth. Falsehoods,
deceptions, and lies are of Satan
(John 8:44). God will not lie. “And
also the Strength of Israel will not
lie nor repent: for he is not a man,
that he should repent” (1 Sam.
15:29). “In hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began”
(Tit. 1:2). Thus, He is often spoken
of as a God of truth (Deu. 32:4; Psa.
31:5; Isa. 65:16), and His Word is
truth (John 17:17; 2 Sam. 7:28; Psa.
19:9; 119:151). Since God is a God
of truth, one who dwells with Him
must be one of truth also. If he is a
person of truth, then when he
speaks, he will speak the truth and
lie not. “Wherefore putting away ly‐

ing, speak every man truth with his
neighbour: for we are members one
of another” (Eph. 4:25). “Lie not
one to another, seeing that ye have
put off the old man with his deeds”
(Col. 3:9). Those who do lie will re‐
ceive condemnation from God
(Rev. 21:8, 27; 22:15).
This man is also a man who is
sincere and there is no hypocrisy in
him. What is on his lips is what is
on his heart. There is a consistency
about him. While he is not going to
be tactless (because of his love for
others) neither will he say some‐
thing he does not believe. Adam
Clarke writes:
He is a true man; in him there is no false
way. He is no man of pretenses; speaking
one thing, and meaning another. He pro‐
fesses nothing but what he feels and in‐
tends; with him there are no hollow
friendships, vain compliments, nor
empty professions of esteem, love, regard,
or friendship. His mouth speaks nothing
but what his heart dictates. His heart,
his tongue, and his hand, are all in uni‐
son. Hypocrisy, guile, and deceit, have no
place in his soul.

The man who dwells with God is
not self-deceived. This man does
not lie to himself. God gives man
the responsibility of examining
himself. “Examine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith; prove
your own selves. Know ye not your
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is
in you, except ye be reprobates?”
(2 Cor. 13:5). That takes an honest
evaluation of oneself; he cannot lie
to himself. Paul encouraged the
Corinthians to “let no man deceive
himself ” (1 Cor. 3:18). Each one
must be honest with himself.
Does Not Backbite
Backbite is to be a tale-bearer or
to slander someone. The word orig‐
inates from someone going on foot
to spy out or gain information.
When being used of the tongue it

thus presents to us a person tram‐
pling on or kicking the character of
another. Clarke mentions:

that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law
and the prophets” (Mat. 7:12).

The words backbite and backbiter come
from the Anglo-Saxon bac, the back,
and [A.S.], to bite. How it came to be
used in the sense it has in our language,
seems at first view unaccountable; but it
was intended to convey the treble sense
of knavishness, cowardice, and brutality.
He is a knave, who would rob you of
your good name; he is a coward, that
would speak of you in your absence
what he dared not to do in your pres‐
ence; and only an ill-conditioned dog
would fly at and bite your back when
your face was turned. All these three
ideas are included in the term; and they
all meet in the detractor and calumnia‐
tor.

Brother Robert Taylor describes
the backbiter by writing:
He refuses to kick about as a football the
character of an absent person. This is
what the backbiter, the gossiper and the
slanderer majors in on an ever-widen‐
ing scale. Embedded in this term are
knavishness, cowardice and brutality.
The backbiter is of extremely low breed‐
ing; no real character adorns him. He is
cowardly in that he fears to say to a per‐
son’s face what he says to that person’s
back. He is brutal because he mali‐
ciously murders or massacres the char‐
acter of those he disdains (30).

Does Not Do Evil
to His Neighbor
While the previous characteristic
dealt with speaking evil, this one
deals with one’s actions. He does
not act in an evil way toward others.
The original word—translated
neighbor—has a meaning of friend
or associate and sometimes simply
as another or other. Evil is wicked‐
ness, mischief, trouble, hurt, or ill.
Paul says that the fulfilling of the
law is to love one another (Rom.
13:8). When we have love one to
another, we will not be doing evil to
our neighbor. Instead, we will be
practicing the golden rule. “There‐
fore all things whatsoever ye would
4
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Does Not Take a Reproach
Against His Neighbor
Reproach “in most instances the
word is used in the sense of casting
scorn” (McComiskey 325). Previ‐
ously the psalmist noted that we are
not to backbite, while here he shows
we are not to receive such attacks
against those who are near. Neigh‐
bor here is different than in the pre‐
vious statement. This time it deals
with personal relationships or kin‐
folks. Generally, those who accept
such backbiting and gossip are swift
to spread it to others. If the hearers
would refuse to listen there would
be no forum for the one who
spreads such about others.
Jesus taught us to “take heed
what ye hear: with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you:
and unto you that hear shall more
be given.” (Mark 4:24). What we
hear will affect us as to who we are
and what we believe about others.
When we fill our minds with
garbage about others, it will destroy
our love for them. Therefore, we
must be careful what we hear.
Despises a Vile Person
Vile is one who is a reprobate or
has been rejected. Swanson partially
defines it as “pertaining to one for
which another has feelings of aver‐
sion.” Despised (ASV, while the KJV
has contemned) is to be considered
worthless, to be despicable or de‐
spised, to hold in contempt. The
one who dwells with God is not go‐
ing to hold up as exemplary one
who does those things which are
opposed to God. That one who is an
enemy of God because he lives con‐
trary to God’s Word will be de‐
spised by the one who follows God.
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Often, we get out of focus within
our lives because of physical things.
We view the rich man and honor
him. This is not a new phenomenon
as it is seen from James 2:1-9. We
desire to be like the great sports star
(remember the commercial: “Be
like Mike”) and honor them. Holly‐
wood turns many a head with all
their glamor and glitz. Yet, these are
often the most degenerate, morally
perverted people in the world.
Smoking, drinking, immodesty,
immorality, and worldliness of all
sorts are encouraged by our society.
These types of wickedness are what
is expected of so many today, but
especially our young people. The
consequences of this lifestyle are
never presented. The Christian will
detest these and other sins and
those who engage in them. The
Christian’s fellowship is with the
righteous, not the wicked. “And
have no fellowship with the unfruit‐
ful works of darkness, but rather re‐
prove them” (Eph. 5:11).
There is also the false teacher
that so many will flock to because
of their smooth and fair speeches.
Often the defense is along the lines
that they are converting so many.
Sadly though, they are not convert‐
ing anyone to Christ. Inspiration
teaches us that we are not to even
bid false teachers a greeting (God
speed) lest we become partakers of
their evil deeds (2 John 9-11). We
should never uphold the false
teacher.
Honors Those Who Fear God
The one who loves God will love
those who fear God. While fear can
have the meaning of being afraid, it
generally carries the idea of a rever‐
ential fear or respect shown to a su‐
perior. Probably within the context
it is dealing with righteous behav‐

ior. Andrew Bowling would write,
“It is plausible that this usage of ‘to
fear’ as a virtual synonym for right‐
eous living or piety grew out of
viewing ‘fear’...as the motivation
which produced righteous living.”
We should uphold that one who is
living a faithful life. We should
show that person honor or glorify
him. Yet, many often speak evil of
those who are righteous. Do you
roast the preacher or the song
leader on the way home? Do you
have the elders for lunch? We often
witness those who are righteous be‐
ing torn asunder by unjust attacks,
and then we wonder why young
people are leaving the Lord’s
church.
In this and the previous charac‐
teristic, David is showing that the
person who dwells with God is the
one who centers on character, not
outward circumstances. Those out‐
ward circumstances are of little im‐
portance to this person. Riches,
power, influence, money, or the op‐
posites of all these things mean
nothing to the Christian. If one is
living a righteous life, the Christian
glorifies or honors him. This is the
type of person the Christian is go‐
ing to fellowship. The one who
dwells with God makes those who
live for God his friends, not those
in the world (Jam. 4:4; 1 John 2:1517).
Swears to His Own Hurt
Without Changing
This is a man who keeps his
word, even when keeping his word
is harmful to himself or the result
will be a loss for him. He does not
need the courts to force him to keep
his word, for his word is his bond.
He takes to heart what Jesus said,
“But let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is

more than these cometh of evil”
(Mat. 5:37). Robert Taylor points
out:
Obviously, this psalmist is not speaking
about one who vows to do wrong. To
carry out an evil vow only compounds
the problem as in the case with Herod
Antipas, Herodias, Salome and John the
Baptist (Mark 6:16-28) (30).

One person illustrated this prin‐
ciple to me by using the example of
selling some land. The seller made a
deal to sell his land for a certain
amount. A little later another buyer
offered him a substantial more
amount of money. Many would
break the deal with the first to get
the additional money. The God-ap‐
proved man will keep his word even
if he must make a personal sacrifice
to keep it.
Does Not Practice Usury
Among Webster’s definitions of
usury is: “an unconscionable or ex‐
orbitant rate or amount of interest;
specifically: interest in excess of a
legal rate charged to a borrower for
the use of money.” Swanson gives
this definition:

his money to the exchangers so he
could have his with interest (Mat.
25:27). Charging an interest rate on
loans is not wrong but taking ad‐
vantage of others is sinful. The man
who dwells with God will not be
like a money-sucking loan-shark.
The man who has the right to reside
with God is the man who is fair and
honest in his dealings with others.
This is also pointed out in the next
point which the psalmist gives.
Takes Not a Reward
Against the Innocent
The one who is approved of God
and thus dwelling with Him will
not take a bribe against the inno‐
cent. The Law of Moses forbade
taking bribes to put an innocent
person to death: “Cursed be he that
taketh reward to slay an innocent
person. And all the people shall say,
Amen” (Deu. 27:25).

interest, i.e., a charge for borrowing
money as a gain to the borrower, with a
focus on the improper, demanding way
that the borrower may exact repayment,
note: when the interest is considered ex‐
cessive, translate “usury.”

The abuse of jurisprudence and the mis‐
carriage of justice was of such frequent
occurrence that it is especially men‐
tioned in the ancient code of Hebrew
law, the Book of the Covenant (Ex. 23:13, 6-8). This law is taken up again in Dt.
16:19. In fact the Old Testament
abounds with allusions to the corrup‐
tion and venality of the judicial bench
(Lev. 19:15; Ps. 15:5; Prov. 17:23; Isa.
1:23; 5:23; Am. 5:12; Mic. 3:11; 7:3;
Zeph. 3:3) (Fensham 1166).

Robert Taylor points out: “Usury
here derives from a Hebrew term
that means ‘to bite’” (31). Adam
Clarke presses this point by saying:

The righteous man is a man of
justice and integrity, not someone
who is for sale to the highest bidder.
The Law also stated:

The word neshech, which we translate
usury, comes from nashach, to bite as a
serpent; and here must signify that bit‐
ing or devouring usury, which ruins the
man who has it to pay.

Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou
shalt not respect persons, neither take a
gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the
wise, and pervert the words of the right‐
eous (Deu. 16:19).

While it was forbidden for the
Israelite to loan money with interest
to a poor Israelite (Exo. 22:25),
charging interest was not inherently
wrong. The lord in the parable of
the talents even tells the man given
one talent that he should have put

Many of our politicians should
take heed what God stated here
concerning the taking of gifts blind‐
ing the eyes. The God approved
man will not sell truth for anything.
“Buy the truth, and sell it not; also
wisdom, and instruction, and un‐
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derstanding” (Pro. 23:23).

Therefore whosoever heareth these say‐
ings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man, which built
his house upon a rock: And the rain de‐
scended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a
rock (Mat. 7:24-25).

CONCLUSION
The one who lives in this way
will never be moved. He must be a
doer of these things. James states,
“But whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed”
(Jam. 1:25). There has always been
continued stress upon man’s doing
or acting upon God’s Word. Upon
man’s doing God’s Word, he will
then be blessed by God. Jesus
taught that the one who has en‐
trance into the kingdom of heaven
is the one who does the will of the
Father (Mat. 7:21-23).
Jesus also stated that the one
who heard his sayings and does
them is a wise man:

This corresponds to what David
is saying. When you do these
things, then whatever may come,
you will be able to stand for your
life is founded upon the Rock of
Ages. Robert Taylor states, “No one
may move him away; he cannot be
dislodged from such. He will not
apostatize because doing these
things will keep him safely removed
from the apostate highway” (31).
Because he will not apostatize, he
will be granted to enter into
heaven’s home to spend an eternity
glorifying our Creator and Re‐
deemer.

Continued from Page 1
baseball team composed of only
pitchers could never win a pen‐
nant! Paul compares the church to
the physical body in which each
member plays an important part
(1 Cor. 12:12-27). When the
church assembles, only a few can
take the lead for that service, but
what of the others? Do they not
worship? Do they not have a part
in the activities? Do they not sing
and pray and eat the Lord’s Supper
and study God’s Word and give of
their means, as God commanded
them?
Is there not such a thing as per‐
sonal work? Does not the individ‐
ual Christian need to exercise his
own individual responsibility? We
are persuaded that we, as individu‐
als, have so much to do we shall
never be able to retire. What Chris‐

tian has finished with His Bible
study and his prayers? Who can say
that he has completed his work of
visitation? Not one Christian
should feel that the work of teach‐
ing his friends and neighbors has
been done. Then there are all the
services we are to attend: Lord’s day
morning and evening, mid-week
classes, Bible schools, Gospel meet‐
ings, etc. It seems that a disciple of
Jesus has plenty to occupy his time.
Moreover, we should consider
the individual Christian’s duty to
set a good example before others.
He should be a worker for peace,
unity, and harmony among the
people of God. Here is room for his
very best efforts. Rather than pro‐
mote strife and division, let him
strive for quietness and calmness
within his own heart. Is it possible
for one to become so interested in

6

Defender

August 2019

WORKS CITED:
Bowling, Andrew. “Fear.” Theological Word‐
book of the Old Testament. Ed. R. L.
Harris, G. L. Archer, & B. K. Waltke.
Electronic ed. 1999. Chicago, IL:
Moody Press, 1980.
Clarke, Adam. Clarke’s Commentary:
Psalms. Electronic ed. Albany, OR:
Ages Software, 1999.
Fensham, F. C. “Jurisprudence, Abuse Of.”
The International Standard Bible Ency‐
clopedia. Ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley. Re‐
vised 1988. 4 Vols. Grand Rapids, MI:
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2002. Vol. 2.
McComiskey, Thomas E. “Reproach.” Theo‐
logical Wordbook of the Old Testament.
Ed. Electronic ed. 1999. Chicago, IL:
Moody, 1980.
Swanson, J. Dictionary of Biblical Lan‐
guages With Semantic Domains: Hebrew
(Old Testament). Electronic ed. Oak
Harbor: Logos Research Systems, 1997.
Taylor, Robert R. Studies in Psalms. Abi‐
lene, TX: Quality, 1985.
“Usury.” Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dic‐
tionary. 10th ed. 1993.
MH

helping others, till one forgets to
help himself? We think we have
known some who were so deter‐
mined to teach others the primary
commands of the Gospel, till they
forget to teach themselves virtue,
knowledge, self-control, patience,
brotherly kindness, godliness, and
love. Let him by his conduct show
that he is a Christian, for demon‐
stration is worth much more than
mere words.
In addition to the foregoing, the
Christian has a duty to perform to‐
ward the church, society, and his
home. The apostle Peter says:
Be subject to every ordinance of man
for the Lord’s sake: whether to the king,
as supreme; or unto governors, as sent
by him for vengeance on evil-doers
and for praise to them that do well. For
so is the will of God, that by well-doing
ye should put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men: as free, and not using
your freedom for a cloak of wicked‐

ness, but as bondservants of God.
Honor all men. Love t∑∑he brother‐
hood. Fear God. Honor the king (1 Pet.
2:13-17).

A Reminder:
Among the items Paul lists as
being contrary “to the doctrine
which is according to godliness” is
“evil surmisings” (1 Tim. 6:3-4).
In the ADL 2001 lecture book
(208) we find these words which
should serve as a good reminder
for all of us:
Not all suppositions are evil,
but those in the context of 1Timo‐
thy 6 are clearly defined as such.

In the light of these passages,
how can anyone say that he has
nothing to do?

stedfast, unmoveable, always abound‐
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labor is not vain in
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
Deceased

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye

Hence, evil surmisings are un‐
founded suspicions and uncharita‐
ble assumptions toward our
brethren. How many times have
we been suspicious of the motives
and intents of our brethren, and
without any factual foundation for
so doing? “It is always very hard to
do justice to the motives of one
who seems to us to be living in sin,
or to believe it to be possible that
he acts from right motives”

(Barnes Notes). May we ever re‐
member that love will cause us to
think the best first, and not the
worst (1 Cor. 13:7).This is not to
say that we should wear blinders
and ignore those who are clearly
documented to be false teachers. It
is to say that we should believe the
best about someone until there is
dear evidence for believing other‐
wise! (Emphasis added).
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The Church and Compromise
Jim Miller
We have heard it many times:
“We must compromise in order to
get along and move forward.” This
is a dangerous attitude that has led
to much error in the church.
I have never read anywhere in
the Scriptures where one must
compromise the Word for unity. It
is inconsistent to compromise the
doctrine given to us in the Bible.
Our God gave every word He
wanted the apostles to utter in a
consistent manner, and there were
no contradictions in any of their
teachings. God, through the Holy
Spirit, made known to man all that
He expected of us that we could be
found faithful children, as reflected
in the following passages.
According as his divine power hath
given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called
us to glory and virtue (2 Pet. 1:3).
Preach the word; be instant in sea‐
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine (2 Tim. 4:2).

Compromise allows error to
slowly creep into our churches, and
it becomes like leaven. Paul wrote,
“A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump” (Gal. 5:9). Compromise then
eats like cancer until it finally de‐

stroys everything from within.
Preachers of the Gospel have
long fought against compromise.
They understand the danger that
awaits those who add to the Word
or take away from it. It has been a
spiritual fight all along about which
we were warned long ago. We read
in Ephesians 6:12: “For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against pow‐
ers, against the rulers of the dark‐
ness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.”
For too long we have sat in our
pews afraid to open our mouths
against the errors that others seek
to push upon us. We neither want
to be ridiculed for our stand for the
truth nor do we want to make
waves or be known as boat-rockers.
We are taught and thus seek to get
along at all costs. I am here to tell
you that this has to end and end
now!
It is our duty to God to stand on
His Word and not to give an inch.
If we compromise, we condemn
ourselves to the same fate as the
denominations; we will compro‐
mise ourselves with them, right
into hell!
How many times have you

heard someone say, “I don't know,
let me ask my preacher?” What
they should be saying is this: “Let’s
look at the Word of God and see
what He says about it.” For too long
we have forsaken study on our
own, choosing to be told by some‐
one else what God says about a
matter. That, in itself, is compro‐
mise. We are admonished to study
to make sure that what is taught is
the truth, as Paul wrote to his son
in the faith, “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15).
For too long we have allowed lit‐
tle things to creep in. Instead of
confrontation, we have chosen the
path of negotiation. In Matthew 15,
the disciples of Christ wanted to
compromise with the Pharisees.
Notice Jesus’ response: “But he an‐
swered and said, Every plant,
which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up. Let
them alone: they be blind leaders of
the blind. And if the blind lead the
blind, both shall fall into the ditch”
(Mat. 15:13-14). With the phrase,
let them alone, Christ was saying,
“Do not negotiate or compromise!”
Continued on Page 4

Brethren
Brethren, it is a term that in‐
vokes good feelings within us. Zod‐
hiates points out that the Greek
word translated brother (or the plu‐
ral, brethren) is made up of two
parts with the first part “denoting
unity” and the second part “a
womb.” Thus, he writes that it “gen‐
erally denotes a fellowship of life
based on identity of origin.” No
wonder this word gives rise to such
strong feelings within us. The New
Testament uses the term over 200
times. Many of those are dealing
with the physical, whether it be
members of the same family, the
same tribe, countrymen, etc. They
were brethren because of that phys‐
ical relationship. As I write this, I
am writing during the anniversary
of the attacks by Muslims on the
World Trade Towers (9-11). As our
nation looks back on those events,
I am reminded how our nation
came together as brethren (nation‐
alistic). It did not make any differ‐
ence if there was a difference in
political party, race, or other obsta‐
cles that so often get in the way to‐
day. People worked together to
accomplish some great things in
the immediate aftermath of the at‐
tacks; the differences did not mat‐
ter. This is what brethren do.

However, brethren is not always
used of physical relations. Jesus, for
example, uses it regarding those
who do the Father’s Will: “For
whosoever shall do the will of my
Father which is in heaven, the same
is my brother, and sister, and
mother” (Mat. 12:50). When one
obeys the Gospel of Christ in being
baptized for the remission of sins
(Acts 2:38), he is baptized into the
family of God and is now a child of
God (Gal. 3:26-27). As such, we are
all brethren. Jesus said, “But be not
ye called Rabbi: for one is your
Master, even Christ; and all ye are
brethren” (Mat. 23:8). While said of
the Israelite nation, it is equally
true regarding those who are
Christians. We are brethren, and,
as such, we should treat each other
accordingly.
We have an example given to us
of how brethren should act (Rom.
15:4). Abram and Lot had been
richly blessed by God, so they be‐
came wealthy with flocks and
herds. “And the land was not able
to bear them, that they might dwell
together: for their substance was
great, so that they could not dwell
together” (Gen. 13:6). This resulted
in strife between their herdsmen.
“And Abram said unto Lot, Let
there be no strife, I pray thee, be‐
tween me and thee, and between
my herdmen and thy herdmen; for
we be brethren” (13:8). It has been
correctly pointed out that the land
had been promised to Abram, not
to Lot. Abram could have insisted
upon his right to take the land, but
he relinquished his right for peace
between them because they were
brethren. Abram took a disposition
of peace and generosity even pre‐
ferring Lot over his own right
(Rom. 12:10). We need more
brethren like unto Abram.

In writing to the church at
Corinth to correct the problems in
that congregation of the Lord, Paul
begins by addressing their sin of
division in chapter 1. He tells them
the solution to the division prob‐
lem. To have “no divisions among
you” they would need to “speak the
same thing” and “be perfectly
joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment” (1 Cor.
1:10). This sameness is based upon
the wisdom of God (chapter 1) as
revealed to the apostles (chapter 2)
and properly applied to men, their
work, and how to properly judge
their work (chapters 3-4).
We spend so much time (as we
should) with the three principles
above (speaking, thinking, and
judgment) that we miss what one
called a hidden argument to end di‐
vision. He begins the entire section
by saying, “Now I beseech you,
brethren” (1:10). They were to treat
each other and behave as brethren.
If they would treat each other as
brethren, most, if not all, of the
problems the church at Corinth
faced would be able to be solved.
Within families, there will be
problems that arise. Husbands and
wives have problems and difficul‐
ties with each other at times. Par‐
ents have problems with their
children and if sufficient enough
problem and deserving, then some
type of punishment (a spanking)
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ensues. Yet, we work out these
problems and do not allow them to
destroy the family, because we are
family. Families love one another
(Eph. 5:25; Tit. 2:4; etc.), they work
together, working for a common
goal, they eat together, play to‐
gether, etc. They are members of
the same family! Thus, they work
out and overcome the problems
that arise in the family. (This is one
of the many reasons there are so
many divorces today, they do not
stay and work out and overcome
the problems, instead they run
out.)
Problems arise in the church
(whether local or universal) and
between brethren. The church at
Corinth had problems, maybe
more than most. We, like they,
would be able to solve many if not
most of the problems if we treated
each other as brethren. How many
times in families do we overlook or
simply not allow things to bother
us because we love one another?
Peter stated, “And above all things
have fervent charity among your‐
selves: for charity shall cover the
multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8). Is
this not part of the reason Paul dis‐
cusses love in 1 Corinthians 13,
right as he is discussing the prob‐
lems of division and pride regard‐
ing spiritual (miraculous) gifts? In
treating others as brethren, we will
love one another. Jesus said, “A new
commandment I give unto you,
That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one an‐
other. By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another” (John 13:3435). What many see instead of love
and thus knowing we are Christ’s
disciples, is fighting, squabbling,
mistreatment and abusive treat‐
ment of others, etc. Why do they

see that? Because that is what we
demonstrate by our actions and
words. We simply fail to treat each
other as brethren.
Treating each other as brethren
means we will practice the golden
rule with others. “And as ye would
that men should do to you, do ye
also to them likewise” (Luke 6:31,
see also Mat. 7:12). No doubt, we
all know some that demand the
golden rule be practiced by others
as they deal with them, but they
often fail to practice it themselves.
Some will treat those in the world
better and with more respect than
their own brethren. However, in
dealing with others, if we are to
treat them as brethren, we will be
practicing this that Jesus taught in
dealing with others.
Likewise, we will treat others
with respect—the same type of re‐
spect we want others to treat us.
We should give due regard for their
feelings and rights. Many times, we
have a right to do a certain thing,
but we do not always have to exer‐
cise that right. Sometimes, in our
zeal to exercise our right, we end
up disrespecting someone else’s
rights and feelings when it might
be totally unnecessary. For exam‐
ple, when Apollos spoke boldly in
the synagogue “knowing only the
baptism of John” (Acts 18:25-26),
no one should deny that Aquila
and Priscilla had the right to re‐
buke him in public (as Paul did Pe‐
ter in Gal. 2). However, Aquila and
Priscilla did not exercise that right
but instead “they took him unto
them, and expounded unto him the
way of God more perfectly” (Acts
18:26). No doubt Aquila and
Priscilla considered the feelings of
Apollos in their dealings with him.
This respect solved the problem so
much so that “when he was dis‐

posed to pass into Achaia, the
brethren wrote, exhorting the dis‐
ciples to receive him” (18:27).
Treating each other as brethren and
respecting the other solved the
problem.
If we treat others with respect,
we will not gossip and backbite one
another. So many times, brethren
spread things about other brethren
so fast that it would make your
head swim. With instant commu‐
nications, we get things around the
world in less than a second. We
often see people hitting a forward
button on an email and sending
things out that should (or could)
remain private, or immediately go‐
ing to FaceBook or other social
media and on occasion even calling
someone on the phone or other
communication methods. We be‐
come so interested in getting others
on our side we fail to treat everyone
else as brethren. We represent
things as we desire and as it puts us
in a good light and the other side in
a bad light. We even see some
sending out an email they wrote to
someone without ever sending out
the response. (Several years ago,
one brother, who has passed on to
his reward, sent material out that
he had written to me—which mis‐
represented matters—but never re‐
vealed my response to the charges.)
If we were treating everyone as
brethren, these types of actions
would not take place.
Treating each other as brethren
means we will show sympathy,
compassion, and kindness toward
each other. When Peter encourages
brethren to unity, he tells them to
have compassion. “Finally, be ye all
of one mind, having compassion
one of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering
evil for evil, or railing for railing:

but contrariwise blessing; knowing
that ye are thereunto called, that ye
should inherit a blessing” (1 Pet.
3:8-9). Compassion is from the
word from which we get sympathy.
When we treat each other as
brethren, we will feel for and with
them and their burdens. In stress‐
ing the importance of the body,
Paul points out that we are to have
compassion with others by saying,
“And whether one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it; or
one member be honoured, all the
members rejoice with it” (1 Cor.
12:26). Instead, we so often do not
bother ourselves with how others
feel and are instead self-centered.
Brethren will step outside of self
and identify with the pains and
sorrows of others.
So often we allow pride to get in
the way of being brethren. When
Paul rebuked Peter in public, Peter
could have swelled up with pride or
allowed hurt feelings to get in the
way and challenged Paul instead of
receiving the rebuke. Peter could
have told Paul that if he had come
to him (in private, as Aquila and
Priscilla did with Apollos) that this
might have been settled without
any public action. Or, Peter could
have asked Paul who he thought he
was or reminded him that he was

the one who initially took the
Gospel to the Gentiles. Peter could
have brought to everyone’s atten‐
tion how that it was through his
words that the Israelites “held their
peace, and glorified God, saying,
Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life” (Acts
11:18) and even defended Paul and
Barnabas at the Jerusalem confer‐
ence recorded in Acts 15. Can you
imagine Peter running to Andrew,
John, and some of the other apos‐
tles to get them on his side in op‐
position to Paul? Additionally,
Peter could have found willing
companions to attack Paul by ap‐
pealing to the Judaizing teachers
(they already opposed Paul, and
this would simply be another way
to attack him and anything he had
to say). Peter could have reminded
Paul how he had persecuted Chris‐
tians and done “many things con‐
trary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth” (the Judaizing teachers
would have loved that). (Paul could
have likewise responded about how
Peter had betrayed the Lord.)
Peter instead of treating Paul as
brethren would have been mistreat‐
ing him and causing division
within the brotherhood. Those who
were supposed to be brethren
would be saying, “I am of

Paul…and I of Cephas” (1 Cor.
1:12). Instead of allowing what he
might have felt and/or swelling up
with pride, Peter humbled himself
and accepted the rebuke and made
correction for his error. Later, Peter
would refer to Paul as “our beloved
brother Paul” (2 Pet. 3:15).
Treating each other as beloved
brethren would solve many of the
problems we face in the Lord’s
church today. So many of those
problems deal more with personal‐
ity problems than doctrine which
would be easily solved if we treated
each other as beloved brethren.
Even those doctrinal problems that
arise would many times be solved if
we would treat each other as
brethren that are beloved one of
another. We would not allow pride,
hurt feelings, feeling of being
offended or done wrong, or other
emotions to get in the way. The
church at Corinth had both types
of problems—personality and doc‐
trine problems. Paul, by inspiration
of the Spirit, reminds them that
treating each other as brethren will
go a long way toward solving all
these problems and being what the
Lord wants them to be. From the
second letter Paul wrote to them, it
appears they learned Paul’s lesson.

Continued from Page 1
When we let our preachers and
teachers water-down God’s Word
so as not to offend, or when we al‐
low game nights, movie nights, or
any other such things that have
crept in among us to take the place
of the study of God’s Word, we
compromise. When we allow our
preachers and teachers to teach a
“Jesus only” doctrine, ignoring the

rest of the Scriptures, we compro‐
mise and place ourselves in danger
of losing our very souls.
We must stop compromising
and being afraid to step on people’s
toes. Recently, in conversation with
friends, I made the point that for
the Christian, the Bible is our guide
to living a righteous life. When we
come together and assemble as the
church, that same Bible is to be our

guide.
It breaks my heart that some
think that just because God did not
say, “thou shall not,” that we can do
all things that we deem good rather
than what the Scriptures plainly
teach us. I believe God knew what
He wanted from His children, and
that He gave us everything that we
needed to please Him without
compromise.
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God, through His Son and then
through the apostles as they were
guided by the Spirit, gave us His
Word as our guide. In the over
2,000 years since then, we (man)
have drifted farther and farther
away from it. Man has added to it
or taken away from it those things
we do not like or that we like. We
have twisted His Word so far out of
proportion that it is a wonder there
are any true churches left. Yet,
there still are true churches left.
They are, however, few and far be‐
tween. They are looked down upon
because they still believe that one
must do Bible things in Bible ways
and that one must still only speak
where God has spoken and only do
those things God has authorized in
His Word. It is not enough for most
people to worship God in the man‐
ner that He set forth, so they con‐
coct doctrines and twist Scripture
trying to make it justify their wants
rather than bringing their lives into
subjection to what God wants. We
were warned about this in 2 Timo‐
thy 4:3-5, when Paul wrote:
For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap
to themselves teachers, having itch‐

ing ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables. But watch
thou in all things, endure afflic‐
tions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry.

Every Christian must make sure
that what goes on in our assemblies
is Scriptural: that the funds col‐
lected are used properly, that the
lessons being taught are not wa‐
tered-down feel-good hogwash.
Also, every Christian must stand
firmly upon the Word, and when
some error tries to creep in, to
stand up and oppose it no matter
what the cost. It is not until we de‐
cide that we are going to follow the
Bible—and only the Bible—that we
are going to grow. We must respect
the authority of the Scriptures. Je‐
sus said, “Thy word is truth” (John
17:17). Paul wrote, “Whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17).
Peter stated, “If any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God”
(1 Pet. 4:11). Let no man be hon‐
ored “above that which is written”
(1 Cor. 4:6).
Likewise, we must also respect
the silence of God. Where God did
not speak, we have no authority to

speak and act. We are to handle
aright the Word of truth. The Word
of God must be studied in context.
We have preached this over and
over to the denominational world
for many years, and rightly so, but
the instruction of 2 Timothy 2:15
falls with equal weight upon us all.
We must consider all that the Bible
says on a subject. If more than one
passage deals with a matter, then
honest study requires that we re‐
gard the sum total of all that God
has said about it before reaching a
conclusion. We must get back to
the simplicity of God’s Word; we
must stop the compromise. We
must put away from us the errors
that have crept in among us. We
must go back to doing things as
God has commanded.
I implore all who are reading
this to please get back to God’s way,
putting away from you all manmade mockery and heresy, and
stop compromising the Word. The
instructions are clear and simple;
just open your Bible and read it.
“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).
Gray, ME

Must a Person Being Baptized Understand That
Baptism Is for the Remission of Sins?
Dub Mowery
It has been correctly stated that
“Christianity is a taught religion!” Je‐
sus said, “It is written in the
prophets, And they shall be all
taught of God. Every man therefore
that hath heard, and hath learned of
the Father, cometh unto me” (John
6:45). In giving the Great Commis‐
sion, the Son of God declared:

All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatso‐
ever I have commanded you: and, lo,
I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen (Mat. 28:1820).

Ignorance of the will of the Lord
is not excusable in His sight (Acts
17:30-31; 2 The. 1:7-9). Yet, there are
those who foolishly claim that a per‐
son does not have to understand that
baptism is for the remission of sins.
They further contend that as long as
a person being baptized understands
that baptism is a command of God
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then their baptism is valid. Every
command of God is essential for the
purpose intended by Him. In fact, a
person cannot be saved separate and
apart from the commandments of
the Lord (Heb. 5:8-9; Rev. 22:14).
Therefore, our Lord does not have
any nonessential commandments.
We are certainly commanded to be
baptized. For example: The apostle
Peter commanded the household of
Cornelius to be baptized (Acts
10:48). Since there are not any
nonessential commands, a person
cannot be saved by refusing the
command to be baptized.
When salvation or its equivalent
terms are found in the same passage
of Scripture with baptism, then bap‐
tism always precedes salvation.
There are not any exceptions to this
fact. Let us now examine some pas‐
sages of Scriptures concerning this
matter. At Mark 16:16, the Son of
God declared, “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” No‐
tice, “shall be saved” follows both be‐
lief and baptism.
At Acts 2:38, the apostle Peter
said, “Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” That passage reveals that “the
remission of sins” is obtained when a
person repents and is baptized.
Ananias, a Gospel preacher, said
unto Saul of Tarsus, “And now why
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized,
and wash away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord” (22:16). It is
evident from that passage the wash‐
ing away of sins takes place at bap‐
tism, not before.
The apostle Paul reminded Chris‐
tians at Rome of the significance of
their having been baptized. He wrote
unto them:
6
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Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4).

In verse 3, he points out that they
had been baptized into Christ. Ques‐
tion: what is the significance of being
baptized into Christ? Answer: all
spiritual blessings, including salva‐
tion, are in Christ (Eph. 1:3; 2 Tim.
2:10). Paul also states that we are
baptized into Christ’s death. It is by
being baptized into the death of the
Son of God that we obtain the wash‐
ing away of our sins by His blood
(Rev. 1:5). At John 19:31-34, we
learn that the blood of Christ was
shed after His death. Therefore, we
are spiritually cleansed of our sins by
being baptized into His death (Acts
22:16). And then in Romans 6:4, the
inspired Word states, “Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.” Thus, we put off
the old life of sin and rise from the
waters of baptism to walk a new life.
The new life as a child of God begins
at that moment (John 3:5; 2 Cor.
5:17).
At 1 Peter 3:21, the apostle Peter
wrote by inspiration, “The like figure
whereunto even baptism doth also
now save us (not the putting away of
the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience toward God,)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
Considering the previous verse of
that passage, Peter was pointing out
that just as Noah and his family were
saved from the ungodly sinful world
by water (the flood), even so, bap‐
tism saves us from our own worldly
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sins. Baptism serves a higher pur‐
pose than to cleanse the physical
body. Our souls are made pure by
the blood of Christ when we are
baptized into His death. However,
this would not have been possible if
the Son of God had not been resur‐
rected from the dead (1 Cor. 15:1523).
Without exception, the conver‐
sions recorded in Acts reveal that
those baptized understood why they
were being baptized. On the day of
Pentecost, when Peter convicted
those gathered of having killed the
Son of God, there were those
“pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we
do?” (Acts 2:37). When they became
aware of their heinous sin, those
convicted wanted to know what they
must do to receive forgiveness. The
apostle Peter immediately exhorted,
“Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”
(2:38). Question: did those inquirers
understand what they were com‐
manded to do? Answer: indeed, they
did, for after Peter further exhorted
them, the Scripture plainly states,
“Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls” (2:3641). In gladly receiving the inspired
Word, about 3,000 precious souls
obeyed. Those obedient believers
understood that Scriptural baptism
is for the remission of sins.
Ananias, the Gospel preacher,
said unto Saul of Tarsus, “And now
why tarriest thou? arise, and be bap‐
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling
on the name of the Lord” (22:16).
Did Saul of Tarsus understand the
words of Ananias? Indeed, he did,

because he arose and was baptized
(9:17-18). A careful examination of
all the conversions recorded in Acts
will show that all of them were
taught what they must do and then
they responded by being baptized.
The Gospel preacher Philip
wanted to make sure that the
Ethiopian eunuch understood the
Word of God concerning Jesus
Christ before he baptized him.
When Philip saw the Ethiopian rid‐
ing in a chariot while reading from
Isaiah (Acts 8:26-39), he said unto
the eunuch, “Understandest thou
what thou readest?” The Ethiopian
immediately responded by saying,

“How can I, except some man
should guide me? And he desired
Philip that he would come up and sit
with him.” This shows that the man
was honest and sincere and was ea‐
ger to learn the truth. In reference to
the passage found in Isaiah 53:
Then Philip opened his mouth, and
began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus. And as they
went on their way, they came unto a
certain water: and the eunuch said,
See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized? (8:35-36)

When Philip preached Jesus unto
him, the eunuch wanted to know
what would hinder him in being

baptized. Hence, to preach obedi‐
ence unto Christ includes baptism.
Philip said:
If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest. And he answered and
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. And he commanded the
chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip
and the eunuch; and he baptized him
(8:37-38).

This passage reveals that a person
must understand the will of the Lord
before obeying Him in baptism.
Truly, Christianity is a taught reli‐
gion, rather than a “better-felt-thantold” religion.
Deceased
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The “Para-church”: Is It God’s?
Roy Lanier
The innovative mind of man has
brought the modern church to a
place of decision: Shall churches
and their members be encouraged
to add extra organizations to ac‐
complish the work the Lord directs
His church to do?
In the silence of many pulpits,
and in the absence of distinctions
formerly made about accuracy of
doctrine, has the time not come to
step back and take a serious look at
just where the church is today in
modern America? Have some
methods and means gradually
crept in, some of which may dis‐
please the Lord?
Things that have been hereto‐
fore accepted, assumed, and
granted now are being ignored. A
gradual loosening of boundaries
that former generations were
loathed to violate has taken place.
Is it just that today, in the modern
genius, men have discovered many
expedients that are more helpful in
getting the Lord’s work done? One
might do well to remember a small
but important point: To be expedi‐
ent something first must be lawful
(1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23). Or could it be
that today’s generation of churches
has carelessly crossed some vital

boundaries?
The church is in the eternal pur‐
pose of God (Eph. 3:10-11). The re‐
demption through Jesus Christ, as
well as the design of His church,
are from eternity.
The design of the church is to
accomplish the mission of the Sav‐
ior. He was to “save his people from
their sins” (Mat. 1:21), stated as to
seek and to “save that which was
lost” (18:11), and to “give his life a
ransom” (20:28). Since the church
is His body (Eph. 1:22-23), to be
the “fulness of him that filleth all in
all,” the church fulfills the mission
of Christ. It is His fullness, the
“habitation of God in the Spirit”
(2:22), God’s “husbandry” (1 Cor.
3:9), and the “pillar and ground of
the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Surely
none will want to argue that God
did not design the church properly
or fully to accomplish its purpose.
Only one such unit exists (Eph.
4:4; 1 Cor. 12:13, 20). God’s design
and purpose included only one
body, one group, one organization
to be thus involved in the mission
of redemption.
Spread within and without the
local churches today, a mass of
other organizations interwoven

within the framework of the
church is manifest. It forms an um‐
brella round about the church, hov‐
ering over it. It is the “parachurch,” foreign to the Bible, but
well-known to all in the 20th cen‐
tury. [And even more in the 21st
century.]
Mission organizations, benevo‐
lent groups, medical units, and edi‐
fication/growth businesses are
springing up outside the frame‐
work of local churches but vying
for funding of the churches. Their
intents and actions are good, even
spiritual. Some of them are on an
individual basis for all funding, but
many are expecting local churches
to finance them.
These extra organisms may in‐
clude all sorts of evangelistic efforts
not a part of, or under the over‐
sight of any local congregation. It is
not unknown for mission teams to
be sent into foreign nations with
the intent of establishing a local
office structure outside the frame‐
work of any local congregation that
might be established. Finances and
planning are handled by this office,
not by any stateside church of
Christ begun on the mission field.
Radio stations are built, owned,
Continued on Page 6
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other strong statement regarding
inspiration that even though
Jeremiah might have been penning
the words, it was Jehovah making
the statement. God, through
Jeremiah, discusses this new
covenant and states “And they shall
teach no more every man his neigh‐
bour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord: for they
shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord: for I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more” (31:34). When
Jeremiah writes, “they shall all
know me” was he saying that every‐
one would know him or that every‐
one would know God? Obviously,
they would know God because God
is the one doing the speaking and
only using Jeremiah as the penman
for what He said. The New Testa‐
ment is an amplification of this
prophecy. The Hebrews’ writer
quotes this passage in 8:8-12 and at‐
tributes it to the Lord. He makes a
play on one word, new in verse 13.
He says that God said a new
covenant thus the first is old. Old is
the Greek word palaioo and means
“old in point of use, obsolete, worn
out, or antiquated.” He does not use
the Greek word archaios meaning
“old in point of time.” Likewise, new
is from the Greek kainos meaning
“new in point of quality or an origi‐
nal production” and does not use
the Greek neos meaning “new in
point of time or a reproduction.”
The entire Hebrews letter is based
on these two words. The author of
Hebrews considered Jeremiah to be
word by word inspired of God.
In coming to the New Testa‐
ment, during the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus says, “Think not that I
am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy,
4
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but to fulfil. For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled”
(Mat. 5:17-18). Jesus did come to
abolish the Old Testament law (in
spite of how some mistranslate de‐
stroy as abolish) by keeping it per‐
fectly. When He fulfilled it, it passed
away or was abolished. However, in
this we learn Jesus’ view regarding
the Old Testament. The jot is the
smallest letter in the Hebrew alpha‐
bet, yod ( )יand tittle is a small
stroke or point by which some He‐
brew letters are distinguished from
others. Thus, Jesus’ view of the Old
Testament is that even the smallest
letters and points of the Old Testa‐
ment come from God.
In Jesus’ debate with the Sad‐
ducees as recorded in Matthew
22:23-33, Jesus responds to them
saying, “But as touching the resur‐
rection of the dead, have ye not
read that which was spoken unto
you by God, saying, I am the God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob? God is not
the God of the dead, but of the liv‐
ing” (22:31-32). Moses had written
this in Exodus 3:15, yet Jesus says
that God said it. However, Jesus’ en‐
tire argument of the resurrection
and life beyond the grave is based
not simply on one word but the
tense of that word whether it is past
tense or present tense. Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob had died and were
in the grave, yet God says I am their
God and not I was their God. Jesus’
entire argument is worthless if the
Old Testament is not only word-byword inspired but the very tense of
every word inspired by God.
The Jews were about to stone Je‐
sus for blasphemy. Notice His re‐
sponse: “Jesus answered them, Is it
not written in your law, I said, Ye
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are gods? If he called them gods,
unto whom the word of God came,
and the scripture cannot be broken”
(John 10:34-35). We immediately
observe that the Scripture (Writ‐
ings) are the Word of God. Jesus
says that the Scripture cannot be
broken. This implies several princi‐
ples regarding inspiration: the
Scriptures are immutable (not sub‐
ject to change), they are infallible
(no mistakes), and they are inerrant
(incapable of being wrong). There is
a progression of thoughts presented
by Jesus: that written in the Law
(10:34), is the Word of God, is also
the Scripture, and cannot be broken
(10:35).
Jesus makes an important state‐
ment regarding His Word when He
says, “He that rejecteth me, and re‐
ceiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day. For I have not spoken
of myself; but the Father which sent
me, he gave me a commandment,
what I should say, and what I
should speak. And I know that his
commandment is life everlasting:
whatsoever I speak therefore, even
as the Father said unto me, so I
speak” (12:48-50). After stating that
His words will judge us on the last
day, He gives us the cause or
ground. It is because His words do
not come from Himself but from
the Father. The of myself comes
from the Greek word ek literally
meaning “out from within” and
here indicates the source or the ori‐
gin. While He was the One speak‐
ing the words, their origin comes
from the Father and not Him. No‐
tice also the words say and speak. In
English they are the same thing,
however they come from two differ‐
ent Greek words. Say is from the
Greek eipon (which is a form of

lego) and refers to “the substance of
what is said.” However, speak is
from the Greek laleo referring to
“the sounds or the pronunciation of
the words, the form of what is ut‐
tered.” Thus, Jesus is saying that the
Father told Him what to say, the
substance or the material that is
presented; and He told Him what to
speak, how to utter it or the pro‐
nunciation of the words.
To sum up Jesus’ view of inspira‐
tion, it embraces the substance (the
doctrine or teaching—this is where
the Neo-Orthodox and liberal
stops), the words (including the
tense of the words, individual let‐
ters, and accent marks), and the ut‐
terance itself (the pronunciation or
the forming of the words).
In the discussion of division
within the church at Corinth, Paul
discusses inspiration to bring about
unity. (Division today is as a result
of a lack of respect for the Bible—
inspiration.) Regarding his own
preaching he says, “And my speech
and my preaching was not with en‐
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power” (1 Cor. 2:4). The Gospel
is God’s power to save (Rom. 1:16).
How does the Gospel come to us? It
comes by the inspiration of God.
This corresponds to what Paul
writes next, “That your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God” (2:5). That
power of God is the Gospel, the
Word of God. Verses six and seven
emphasize that we preach God’s
wisdom and not man’s wisdom. It is
a wisdom that in time past had
been hidden but now has been re‐
vealed (which is what mystery
means) in the Gospel. What God
has prepared for man (2:9) is the
Gospel that was revealed by inspira‐
tion: “But God hath revealed them

unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God” (2:10). We are again
told: “even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God” (2:11). The apostles had re‐
ceived the Spirit so they could
preach the Truth of God’s Word
(2:12). Paul also states that they
spoke words: “Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing
spiritual things with spiritual”
(2:13). These words (plural and not
singular which might give the idea
of thought inspiration) came from
the Spirit and gave a spiritual mes‐
sage. Thus, Paul teaches the apostles
were inspired by the Spirit to speak
words teaching a spiritual message.
In doing so they had the mind of
Christ: “For who hath known the
mind of the Lord, that he may in‐
struct him? But we have the mind
of Christ” (2:16).
Another important passage re‐
garding the inspiration of the Bible
is Galatians 3. Paul writes, “And the
scripture, foreseeing that God
would justify the heathen through
faith, preached before the gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall
all nations be blessed…. But the
scripture hath concluded all under
sin, that the promise by faith of Je‐
sus Christ might be given to them
that believe” (3:8, 22). Notice that it
is called Scripture. Moses was the
original human author and Paul the
human here, but it was God who
made the statement. What did God
say? “Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith
not, And to seeds, as of many; but
as of one, And to thy seed, which is
Christ” (3:16). God did not say
seeds but He said seed. He specifi‐
cally used the singular and not the

plural. Thus, what God said did not
have reference to the lineage of
Abraham, but to one individual, Je‐
sus of Nazareth. Paul’s whole argu‐
ment on the cessation of the Old
Testament Law (the Galatian letter
is a discussion of this) for the New
Law of Jesus is rendered useless if
the Scriptures are not word-byword and number (singular or plu‐
ral) inspired of God.
Consider one other passage
written by the apostle Peter.
“Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by
the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:20-21).
Knowing this first is a statement in‐
dicating something of prime im‐
portance is being said. It is one of
those principles where everything
else is based on what is being said.
Prophecy is “discourse emanating
from divine inspiration and declar‐
ing the purposes of God…Used in
the N. T.—of the utterances of the
O. T. prophets” (Thayer 552). Scrip‐
ture here includes the writings of
the Old Testament but it also in‐
cludes the writings of the New Tes‐
tament. Private interpretation
literally is “peculiarly one’s own in‐
terpretation or explanation.” What
is written is not subject to what the
writer says about it. The writer is
simply the penman but the author
is God. The reason is given in verse
21 by appealing to the Old Testa‐
ment writers. When they taught or
wrote, they did not do it out of their
own knowledge and wisdom but as
they were guided (the Greek has
born or carried along) by the Holy
Spirit.
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Continued from Page 1
and operated by independent
boards, but their finances are
funded by local churches. Hospi‐
tals, medical clinics, foundations
for medical operations, and so on,
are now an accepted part of today’s
working churches. Some of these
are independent businesses, per‐
haps operated on a non-profit ba‐
sis, but almost totally dependent
upon local congregations for fund‐
ing. Secular schools, called “Chris‐
tian schools” and “Christian
colleges” [now Universities] are
quietly getting back into the local
church budgets. Relief funds, set up
as independent from any oversight
of local churches, have sprung up
soliciting local churches for their
funding. They participate in many
good works, but is this the way the
Lord designed His church? Growth
and edification corporations are
now available to local churches, but
churches are being asked to con‐
tribute regularly to their expense
funds. Private care-home busi‐
nesses are being organized, with
every intent of being funded by
churches across the United States.
Some necessary distinctions
must be made. First, it is right and
proper for individuals to do mis‐
sions and benevolence outside the
framework of any local church. In
fact, one is not fulfilling one’s re‐
sponsibility to Christ without do‐
ing such. One who is taught the
truth is told to “communicate”
(share in this world’s goods) with
the one teaching him (Gal. 6:6).
One also is charged to care for
needy family members personally,
that the church “be not charged”
(1 Tim. 5:16). Thus, many chal‐
lenges are open to individuals to
accomplish great spiritual ends in
the name of Christ on an individ‐
6
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ual basis.
Second, a distinction must be
recognized between the individ‐
ual’s doing something and the local
church’s doing the same actions. A
local church may feed a needy
family, or a godly couple within
the local church might buy the
needed groceries, never calling
upon the church for any reim‐
bursement. Either way, the Lord
can be glorified and the needy
loved.
Third, the church can only
march at the direction of its Head,
Jesus Christ (Col. 1:18-19). It must
avoid stepping out into the area of
human genius and invention to do
things that the Lord Jesus has not
directed it to do. This was one of
the major problems of the Jewish
leaders in Jesus’ day; they added
their traditions to the instruction
of the law of Moses, thus violating
sacred trust (Mark 7:8-9).
Fourth, the church is charged
exclusively with its work: teaching
and helping (Eph. 4:11-12). Many
would say “evangelism, edification,
and benevolence,” and this is as
good a way to say it as any. The
church is charged to teach the lost,
continue to teach ones baptized
(Mat. 28:18-20), and care for the
needy (Acts 6; 11:29-30; 1 Cor.
16:1-4). So far as is known, no
other work or activity should be
charged to the church.
Finally, a church may pay for
services received without funding
the business itself. The church may
purchase lesson books from a pub‐
lisher, receiving goods, and paying
for them. Yet, the church cannot
fund the man’s private business by
making contributions to the firm
itself. That is his private business
and not within the instructions of
the Lord for His church. A church
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may hire a plumber for needed
work, but it has no right to include
in its budget the support of the
man’s business. The church has no
right to fund some man’s busi‐
ness—spiritual or benevolent in
nature though it may be. Let the
church be the church. Do not
cloud it with all kinds of extra or‐
ganizations or clutter it with things
foreign to the Lord’s instructions.
It has the greatest challenge of all
centuries; let it be “about the Fa‐
ther’s business.”
Let individuals continue to
climb great peaks of performance
of spiritual work. Let men con‐
tinue to invent ways to help re‐
demption’s cause, let organizations
flourish that may help in spiritual
ways, and let the individuals pay
for such great accomplishments.
Let there be accurate distinc‐
tions kept between the instructions
of Jesus and the changing methods
of men. We do not need organiza‐
tions formed by men, planned to
be funded by churches that deny
the absoluteness of God’s eternal
planning for His church. God did
not make any mistakes in plan‐
ning, nor did He leave anything
out that should be added by men.
God needs men to take seri‐
ously His design and instructions
about redemption and go to work.
The plans, designs, and provisions
are there. Why desire to change,
add, devise, reorient, or restructure
the Lord’s church? God needs the
help of men today, but in the way
of participation, not addition, to
His design.
A “para-church” is not the an‐
swer; the Lord’s church is the an‐
swer devised from eternity. Why
question or change God’s provi‐
sions?
Deceased

The Modern-Day Diotrephes
Bill Jackson
Diotrephes! As Judas brings to
our minds a picture of betrayal, and
as Jezebel brings to our minds the
worst in female unpleasantness and
ungodliness, so the name of this
man brings to our minds a pride
and arrogance that should never be
in God’s kingdom. We find this
record of the man:
I wrote unto the church: but
Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
preeminence among them, re‐
ceiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come,
I will remember his deeds which he
doeth, prating against us with mali‐
cious words: and not content there‐
with, neither doth he himself receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them
that would, and casteth them out of
the church (3 John 9-10).

Our purpose now is to examine
that passage, and to note the quali‐
ties about this prideful man, and
then to note how these same char‐
acteristics can be found in the
church today. The purpose is that
all of us might be thus warned, and
then let each and every one keep
himself pure (1 Tim. 5:22).
The behavior of a Diotrephes is
(1) first, in attitude. Note that John
states that he loved the preemi‐
nence. Jesus is to be the preeminent
one (Col. 1:18), and one has a real
character flaw if he desires a higher
place than God gave him. Love of
preeminence is seen in the behavior
of the hypocrites in Judaism (Mat.
6:1-18). It is an improper motive for
one desiring any work in the church
and is contrary to the Will of God
in any event. Diotrephes first had a
problem with humility.
(2) Then, improper use of the
tongue. John states that Diotrephes
was “prating against us.” That is,

overflowing with talk, and the apos‐
tle states, “malicious words” at that!
The arrogance of man is seen in his
speaking against the apostles and
those in company with the apostles.
The greater portion of the inspired
New Testament message is borne to
us through the work of the apostles.
To “receive them” is to receive the
Christ (10:40). Their words were
the words of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.
2:13). It is a lack of humility and an
arrogance “gone to seed” when any‐
one becomes so big that they stand
against inspired apostles!
(3) Further, this man stands to
forbid others in right doing. John
states that he would not receive the
brethren but forbad those who were
doing so! His is a voice and an au‐
thority in the kingdom that God has
given to none! Some have specu‐
lated that Diotrephes was an elder
in the church: That we cannot say,
but no matter, for his behavior was
sinful and all the more repugnant if
he had entered into the leadership.
Anyone in the kingdom, regardless
of their particular work, is first of
all God’s servant, and has been
shown by the Lord that service to
others is true greatness (Mat.
20:26).
(4) The last picture of
Diotrephes is that of casting men
out of the church! A standing
against the apostles, and those who
would fellowship the apostles, so as
to bar acceptance in the kingdom to
those who dared oppose him. The
Lord adds to the church (Acts 2:47),
and it is not the function of any of
us to “cast men out.” Men may, due
to persistence in impenitent sinful‐
ness, have fellowship withdrawn,

but their sins have removed them
from fellowship. They were not
“cast out” at the whim and fancy of
some arrogant church leader.
It is significant that the record of
Diotrephes follows the plea by John
that we all should be “helpers to the
truth” (3 John 8). Helpers, not hin‐
derers; helpers, not stumbling
blocks. Diotrephes was working
contrary to Truth, and therefore
against the Truth. We note also that
the record of Diotrephes is followed
by the admonition to follow the
good, and not the evil (3 John 11).
Diotrephes needed that advice, just
as he needed to follow the example
of Demetrius (3 John 12), who
seemed to be his opposite in terms
of life and character.
We can avoid having modernday Diotrephes’ among us when we
all remember that: (1) Greatness in
God’s sight is in humility, (2) that
we, as servants, must always be
open to the apostolic message,
(3) that preeminence is given to the
Christ, (4) that our influence on
others should be to lead them to‐
ward spirituality, (5) and that none
of us has authority to cast men
from the kingdom. An elder who
would be a Diotrephes is unworthy
of the office. A man desiring to be
an elder who longs for preeminence
is unqualified for the office. A per‐
son not an elder should not be al‐
lowed by those of us in the
kingdom ever to achieve the preem‐
inence Diotrephes had! Let us, in
looking into 3 John, seek to be a
modern-day Demetrius rather than
a modern-day Diotrephes!
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Power in Examples
C. D. Plum
“Let no man despise thy youth;
but be thou an example of the be‐
lievers, in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity”
(1 Tim. 4:12).
The very fact that Paul thus
spoke to Timothy is evidence suffi‐
cient that there is power in an ex‐
ample. What is the power in an
example? Possibly the only power
in an example is the influence one
life has over another. This is great,
and as long as one life actually does
influence another for either good
or evil how careful we ought to be
in our living!
It is a known fact, and so far as I
know an undisputed fact, that we
set examples in three different
ways: by what we say, what we do,
and what we are. This being true,
does it not behoove each of us to
keep close check on ourselves, lest
we lead someone astray who has
the utmost confidence in us? And,
moreover, our own salvation is
made or unmade by our conduct.
What We Say
We may cause trouble or turn it
away according to what we say, and
the way we say it. Says the wise
man: “A soft answer turneth away
wrath: but grievous words stir up

anger” (Pro. 15:1). Do not answer
an angry man according to his own
words and style, if you wish to
avert trouble. Remember, “a soft
answer” for influential power. Cer‐
tain occasions demand plainness of
speech. When they do, say it; but,
be careful how you say it. As a
usual thing, it is not what we say,
however plain, that offends, but the
spirit we manifest while saying it.
Idle words should not be used,
neither should corrupt communi‐
cations proceed out of our mouths.
(Eph. 4:29). Instead, the apostle
said, “But that which is good.” Hear
the Savior: “Every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give ac‐
count thereof in the day of judg‐
ment. For by thy words thou shalt
be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned” (Mat. 12:3637). If the above language would
not make us careful of what we say,
then I am at a loss to know what
would.

with whom we have to do (Psa.
90:8). But others also see. Says Paul
to Christians: “Ye are known and
read of all men” (2 Cor. 3:2). If God
and Christ were the only ones who
knew of our evil deeds when com‐
mitted, no one would be influenced
for evil, but such is not the case.
Christians are “known and read of
all men.” People will judge Christ
and His church by what they see us
do. By our lives we are leading
someone to heaven or hell.

What We Do
“There’s an eye watching you”
are the words of the poet, most
truthfully expressed in song. Says
God, “Mine eyes are upon all their
ways” (Jer. 16:17). “Our secret sins”
are naked before the eyes of him

Evil Deeds—Evil Influence
“And when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and that
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree to be desired to make one wise,
she took of the fruit thereof, and
Continued on Page 4

What We Are
“They profess that they know
God; but in works they deny him,
being abominable, and disobedient,
and unto every good work repro‐
bate” (Tit. 1:16). Is this our condi‐
tion? Do we say we are Christians
and by what we do deny it? Do we
not know that professing Chris‐
tianity without possessing the qual‐
ifications of Christians will kill our
power for good and hinder the
church in our community?

Inspiration of
the Bible

(Continued from October)

EVIDENCE OF THE BIBLE’S
INSPIRATION
Simply because the Bible claims
to be the Word of God does not
mean that it actually is the Word of
God. It claims to be inspired of
God, but other books also make
claims to be from God. The Mor‐
mons claim The Book of Mormon is
from God. The Koran claims to be
God’s (Allah’s) word. Just because
something makes a claim does not
mean that the claim is automati‐
cally true. It is upon this principle
that we are instructed: “Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: be‐
cause many false prophets are gone
out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
There are numerous avenues by
which we establish the Bible’s claim
is true. Obviously, the nature of this
chapter forbids us going into any
detail regarding this aspect of our
study, however I would like to
mention a few of those ways.
Testimony of Jesus
Jesus taught both the Old and
New Testament as word-by-word
inspired of God. If we establish that
Jesus is more that mere man, then

what He said regarding this is true.
We can prove historically that Jesus
lived, and regarding that life where
He was born, where He went, that
His life affected His fellow man in a
way no other life had, that He went
about doing good and the His
works were often called miraculous
as there was no accounting for it by
natural laws. We also know histori‐
cally of His death and His resurrec‐
tion from the dead (see my chapter
in the Contending For The Faith
Lectureship book). There is simply
no way to account for the empty
tomb other than the resurrection of
Jesus, thus proving He is God’s
Son, thus establishing what He said
is true.
Unity of the Books
There is no way to account for
the Bible except it being by inspira‐
tion of God. The Bible had about
32 men as the human writers
(some books we do not know the
author so an exact figure is impos‐
sible). Eight men penned the New
Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John, Paul, James, Peter, and Jude.
These penmen came from various
backgrounds: some from humble
stations in life to the most noble,
some rich while others poor, some
educated while others were not,
some socially accepted and others
not, some cultured while others
were not. They came from all walks
of life and pursued various voca‐
tions: kings, statesmen, soldiers,
priest, fishermen, shepherds, a
physician, and a tax collector, et al.
They came from different countries
and subject to different govern‐
ments along with speaking differ‐
ent languages. These men wrote
under varying circumstances: in
prison, on thrones, in exile and
captivity, being honored and being

dishonored. The writings embrace
about 6,000 years of man’s exis‐
tence (history) on this earth and
written over a period of at least
1,600 years (I believe it to be about
2,400 years as I believe Job to be
the author of the book bearing his
name).
You could not find a more di‐
verse group of writers if you were
trying. Yet, when you put all of
these writings together, they are
not a disjointed, separate entity; in‐
stead they make a harmonious
whole. There is a unity of thought
and presentation where each book
of both the Old and the New Testa‐
ments complement all the other
books. They are so intertwined that
one cannot have a true understand‐
ing of the Old without an under‐
standing of the New and vice versa.
The doctrinal thesis or presentation
set forth in the Old reaches its
apex, climax, summation, or fulfill‐
ment in the New. The types and an‐
titypes show a unity of
presentation. The three dispensa‐
tions of time show a unity of the
Bible. The only way to account for
the unity of the Bible is that it was
written by inspiration of God.
Scientific Accuracy and
Foreknowledge
Certainly the Bible is not a book
of science. However, there are sci‐
entific facts recorded in the Bible.
When the Bible touches facts that
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are scientific in nature, it is always
correct. There is never any discrep‐
ancy between the Bible and sci‐
ence. The Bible predates many of
the scientific discoveries made by
man. The question that begs to be
answered is: How did the Bible
writers know these facts centuries
prior to man’s discovery and with
most contradicting the prevailing
thoughts of the time? The only an‐
swer that can be given is that they
were writing by inspiration of God.
The Bible touches on areas of as‐
tronomy (earth is spherical, it re‐
volves daily, it is not supported, the
universe is expanding, stars are in‐
numerable), geology (all seas lie in
one bed), oceanography (there are
paths in the sea, hydrologic cycle),
physics (first and second law of
thermodynamics), and biology (life
is in the blood, seed of woman).
There is no way for the Bible writ‐
ers to know scientific facts such as
these (and many more too numer‐
ous to mention) without being
guided by God in their writing.
Others
Space limits forbid us going into
detail with other evidences of the
inspiration of the Bible. There are
geological references that are al‐
ways correct along with the topo‐
logical references. Archaeology has
confirmed that what the Bible says
is always accurate. Prophecies are
often given in the Bible regarding
both nations and individuals.
These prophecies are given some‐
times centuries prior to their tak‐
ing place. Yet, all the prophecies of
the Bible are always accurate. The
influence of the Bible shows the
Divine nature of the Bible, as does
its victory over all attacks from
both friend and foe.
The Bible certainly makes the

claim to be the Word of God. Yet,
the Bible gives ample evidence to
establish beyond a shadow of a
doubt that the Bible is God’s Word
and the writers of the Bible were
“moved by the Holy Ghost.”
CONCLUSION
H. L. Hastings wrote:
When the Lord undertakes to tell
His story of a sinful man, He does
not select a poor, miserable beggar,
and show him up; He does not even
give the name of the thief on the
cross, nor the wretched outcast
who bathed the Savior’s feet with
her tears; but He takes King David
from the throne, and sets him down
in sackcloth and ashes and wrings
from his heart the cry, “Have mercy
upon me, O God, according to Thy
loving-kindness; according to the
multitude of Thy mercies blot out
my transgressions.” And when he is
pardoned, forgiven, cleansed and
made whiter than snow, the pen of
inspiration writes down the whole
dark damning record of his crimes;
and the king on his throne has not
the power, nor the wealth, nor the
influence enough to blot out the
page; and it goes into history for the
infidels to scoff at for three thou‐
sand years, “Who wrote that?”

The infidels, neo-orthodox, and
liberals will still scoff “who wrote
that?” but the Bible claims to be
word-by-word and letter-by-letter
inspired of God. There is also am‐
ple evidence given to us to know
that the claim is true. We must
learn to respect God’s Word, study
it, apply it to our lives because one
day we will be judged by it.
There is an anonymous poem I
will end with:
Many years ago I entered the won‐
derful temple of God’s revelation; I
entered the portico of Genesis and
walked through the Old Testament
art galleries where the pictures of
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Ja‐

cob, Moses, and Joshua, Samuel,
and David, and Daniel hung on the
wall; I entered the music room of
the psalms where the Spirit swept
the keyboard of nature and brought
forth the dirge-like wail of the
weeping prophet Jeremiah, to the
grand impassioned strains of Isa‐
iah, until it seemed that every reed
and harp in God’s organ of nature
responded to the tuneful touch of
David, the sweet singer of Israel; I
entered the chapel of Ecclesiastes
where the voice of the preacher was
heard, and passed into the conser‐
vatory of Sharon where the lily of
the valley’s sweet scented spices
filled and perfumed my life; I en‐
tered the business room of
Proverbs, and passed into the ob‐
servatory room of the prophets
where I saw many telescopes of var‐
ious sizes some pointing to far off
events but all concentrated upon
the bright and morning star which
was soon to rise over the moonlit
hills of Judah for our salvation; I
entered the audience room of the
King of kings and caught a vision
from the standpoint of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. I entered the
Acts of the Apostles where the Holy
Spirit was doing His office work in
forming the church. I passed into
the correspondence room where sat
Paul, Peter, James, Jude, and John
penning their epistles. I stepped
into the throne room of Revelation
where all towered into glittering
peaks. I got a vision of the King
seated upon His throne in all His
glory and I cried, “All hail the
power of Jesus name, Let angel’s
prostrate fall, bring forth the royal
diadem, and crown Him Lord of
all.”
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did eat, and gave also unto her hus‐
band with her; and he did eat”
(Gen. 3:6). God had told Adam not
to eat of this particular fruit (2:17).
Believing what the devil said, Eve
decided the fruit was all right, and
ate. What she did was evil because
she was breaking God’s command‐
ment. The sin she thus committed
had power; it influenced her hus‐
band. That power was so great that
he also sinned, because she did.
Most certainly he should not have
done so, but he did. The effect was
fatal, involving the guilty pair and
all posterity.
Cain walked in the sinful foot‐
steps of his mother. He killed his
brother (Gen. 4:1-10). Before him
his mother had disobeyed God,
and Cain did likewise in substitut‐
ing a different kind of a sacrifice
from what God called for. Count‐
less millions of earth are on their

road to ruin by following the way
Cain traveled. Hear it, “Woe unto
them! for they have gone in the
way of Cain” (Jude 1:11). Thus, the
first evil deed has been so powerful
that it has exercised a world-wide
influence for evil. Let us beware.
Let us consider the influence of Jer‐
oboam’s sin. Note the following:
Baasha “did evil in the sight of the
Lord, and walked in the way of Jer‐
oboam, and in his sin wherewith
he made Israel to sin” (1 Kin.
15:33-34). Other kings and the na‐
tion of Israel were influenced by
Jeroboam’s sins throughout their
whole history.

Abel’s faithful service to God exer‐
cised an influence that did not die.
He is a “faithful and true witness”
of the Christian race (12:1). Paul
says, “For what knowest thou, O
wife, whether thou shalt save thy
husband? or how knowest thou, O
man, whether thou shalt save thy
wife?” (1 Cor. 7:16). Peter speaks of
the good Christian life of a wife
winning her husband to Christ
(1 Pet. 3:1). Hear Paul again:
“When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in thee,
which dwelt first in thy grand‐
mother Lois, and thy mother Eu‐
nice; and I am persuaded that in
thee also” (2 Tim. 1:5). Here is an
example where faithfulness to God
first lived in a grandmother, then
the mother, and then the son. What
a blessed thought! Lord, give us
more such today.

Good Deeds—Good Influence
We note the case of Abel. By his
being true to God’s Word and
offering him exactly what he called
for, Paul says of him: “He being
dead yet speaketh” (Heb. 11:4).
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How “They” Fight
George W. DeHoff
Here are the latest methods of
attempting to destroy the influence
of any person who differs with you
on a question of judgment or who
calls to your attention some doctri‐
nal weakness on your part.

ride back into the limelight.” Above
all, never concede that his motives
may be good. Of course, you can‐
not look into his heart but some of
your friends will take it for granted
that you can.

Impugn His Motives
If he is young, tell folks he is try‐
ing to attract attention and gain
publicity. If he is older and well
known, tell folks he is trying “to

Write and Circulate
Anonymous Lies
This is a most effective method
for any snake in the grass to try as
he can operate in the dark instead
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of the light and does not have to
stand behind what he says. Some
now say it is sort of like a
boomerang though.
Tell Folks He Is Ignorant
If only they get the idea that you
are broad and liberal and tolerant,
and your opponent is narrow and
bigoted then you can strut with
dignity and outward calm for many
weak in the faith will be deceived.

If your severest critic does not have
a college degree then be sure to tell
it. This will go over big with those
who think more of degrees than
they do the Lord.

just love ignor-ante. You can claim
to be way up in the clouds and not
noticing those who would point
out your error and help you over‐
come it.

Whisper That His
Character Is Bad
If he has the goods on your
teaching of error and you are not
inclined to correct it, just tell that
he has broken the seventh com‐
mandment. Of course, the Savior
said, “Go thy way and sin no more,”
but you are not following the Sav‐
ior anyway. Be careful in using this
method to whisper and never face
the man you are telling lies on. He
might mash your nose!

Tell That He Does Not Believe
in Divine Providence
It maybe that he preaches, “All
things works together for good to
them that love the Lord” and that
he believes God watches over us al‐
ways with tender care, but if he
does not happen to agree with you
on some particular point of your
idea of the providence of God—
just tell that he does not believe it
at all and someone will believe it
(there is one born every minute
anyway).

Tell That He Is Under the
Thumb of Someone Else
Never give him credit for trying
to follow the Lord. This method
will work on those who admire
original thinkers and are tired of
“the old-style preaching.”
Tell That He Does Not
Believe in Prayer
This will kill him with the halfsectarian members who think
prayer is a substitute for obedience.
Tell That He Is Not Spiritual
This can mean anything or
nothing. It may mean he does not
shed tears often in the pulpit (per‐
haps he enters his own closet for
private prayer) or maybe he once
told a joke in the pulpit. It may
simply mean you do not like him.
Of course, never let folks know
how many sermons he preaches
nor how many sacrifices he makes
for the church or some might think
this had a connection with spiritu‐
ality.
Tell That You Are Ignoring Him
The fact that you mention it
shows you are not, but many folks

Tell That He Is a Critic and That
You Do Not Believe in Criticism
(Unless You Do It)
Sweetly admit that you believe
in positive preaching. Of course,
you want to make a living off the
labors of the pioneers who demol‐
ished error, but you can just coast
and bathe the people in sweetness.
Keep them away from Christ’s ser‐
mon in Matthew 23. Tell them
Christ was a lamb (but forget the
lion part of it). This will work fine
on all members who are ashamed
of the words of Christ.
Tell Folks That He Causes
Trouble by Opposing Error
Of course, weeds must be
chopped up, sprouts must be cut,
etc., but tell folks to leave error
alone and it will die. Ahab accused
Elijah of troubling Israel, Christ
came to send a sword, but if you
will just tell that your critic is caus‐
ing trouble—even with the truth—
and that he lacks tact, you will have
delivered a solar plexus blow so far
as some of your hearers are con‐

cerned.
Tell That He Is Pre-Millennial
Turn the tables. Beat him to the
draw. Lately it is getting to be the
fashion to say this about anyone
you do not like, even if he is fight‐
ing the doctrine. Of course, most
premillennialists are ashamed to
admit it, so this gives you an added
advantage.
Tell That His Financial
Affairs Are Shaky
If he went broke during the de‐
pression, be sure to tell that but
never mention the depression—lay
it on his extravagance. This method
will serve to cover up your own
shady financial dealing by putting
the attention on the other fellow.
Tell That He Is Cutting
His Own Throat
Many just love throat cutting. It
maybe that he will still be able to
holler after your sounding board is
defunct again, but lay it on now
and you can hold by hook or crook
onto some devotees.
Conclusion
These plans are best executed by
using them from house to house.
That way you can feel a man out
and having found out where he
stands, pretend to stand with him.
Then, too, if you do it in public
someone might answer and expose
you. Besides you do not believe in
argument.
I do not know just how these
methods will work out, but I do
know that they are now being used.
I have had them tried on me. Per‐
haps others will be more gullible,
but I doubt it. Let servants of the
devil peddle their gossip, but let us
give attention to preaching the
Word.
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The Kingdom—The Church—The Body
C. M. Pullias
These three terms are all applied
to the same institution in the New
Testament. They do not mean the
same thing, and are, therefore, not
synonyms. They are used to illus‐
trate different features of the same
institution. Kingdom is used many
times in both the Old and New Tes‐
tament. But in all cases, it denotes
government and features that idea.
The kingdom of heaven, then, must
be understood to mean the govern‐
ment of heaven. It also indicates the
kind of government. It differs, there‐
fore, from a republican or demo‐
cratic form of government on the
power of rule in the people or repre‐
sentatives of the people. A govern‐
ment of the people or by the people
cannot be the kingdom or govern‐
ment of the New Testament; for it is
a kingdom—an absolute monarchy.
It has Jesus Christ as its king or au‐
tocrat. We are told that “where the
word of a king is, there is power.” Je‐
sus Christ is the king, and the New
Testament is His Word. This is true
whether it be a fleshly kingdom or a
spiritual one that the word of the
king controls.
In all forms of government there
are three branches: the legislative,
the judicial, and the executive. One
makes all laws, the other judges all
laws, and the other executes all laws.
All these are combined in Christ,
our king. He is the sole legislator or
maker of the laws of His kingdom.
He alone judges these laws and exe‐
cutes them. No cabinet advises Him,
and no group of judges pass on the
constitutionality of these laws, and
He alone “shall judge the living and
the dead” “according to their works”
6
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in the light of His law. He has “all
authority in heaven and on earth,”
and He is “the author and finisher of
our faith,” and, therefore, “the au‐
thor of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him.” Hence, the
pungent, powerful statement on the
mount of transfiguration to “hear ye
him.” No word but His is to be con‐
sidered, no “private interpretation”
of anything He says, and His words
“shall judge him in the last day.”
Since the New Testament is the
Word of our King and the law under
which we live and by which we are
to be judged, all the affairs of life
must be according to the New Testa‐
ment. Anything not found in the
New Testament has no place in the
work and worship of the church to‐
day. It is, therefore, folly to use
things in religion the New Testa‐
ment does not teach. We have a
mighty and glorious kingdom.
Christ, the Lord, is King, and His
Word is sole authority in all acts of
worship and religious endeavor. No
subject of His kingdom can be ap‐
proved by the king who ventures to
go beyond that which is written in
the New Testament to conduct the
affairs of His church.
While kingdom signifies govern‐
ment, church denotes the called-out
idea. All who are called out of the
world by the Gospel of Christ and
assembled into “one body in Christ,”
which is His church, over which He
is head and in which every Christian
is a member, are that which is called
the church in many passages. Church
is used one hundred ten times in the
New Testament. Eighteen times it is
used to designate the saved in the
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aggregate. Ninety-two times it is
used to denote the saved of a given
locality. This is true only when some
geographical term is used to circum‐
scribe or limit its meaning to the
called out of that locality. However,
in every case, it features the calledout idea. No denomination in the
world can, therefore, lay just claim
to being the church of the New Tes‐
tament, for there is no denomina‐
tion that is not larger than a local
congregation and smaller than all
the saved, according to its own ad‐
mission. No denominational church
can be used in either New Testa‐
ment use of the term.
The kind of church must be de‐
termined in the light of the call that
is made. Whose it is depends on
whose call it is. The doctrine
preached is the call. The doctrine of
the Mormons makes the Mormon
Church; the doctrine of the
Catholics makes the Catholic
Church; the Baptist doctrine makes
the Baptist Church; the doctrine of
the Methodists makes the Methodist
Church. So also with all the rest. The
Mormon doctrine might be
preached all over the world, but it
never would result in a Baptist,
Methodist, or Catholic Church, nei‐
ther a church of Christ. The kind of
plant we get depends on the kind of
seed we sow. “The seed is the word
of God.” God speaks to “us by his
Son.” What he says is His doctrine.
The doctrine of Christ, therefore,
produces the church of Christ. Paul
said to young Timothy, “Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee.”

The first church “continued sted‐
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine.” John
said, “Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son.”
The doctrine of Christ produces the
church wherever preached and
obeyed. Also, its continued existence
depends upon continuing in His
doctrine. Any people, therefore,
who depart from the doctrine of
Christ cease to be the church of
Christ, for “the church is subject to
Christ” in all things. False and

strange doctrines never produced
the church of Christ. Whenever the
time comes that the people cannot
or “will not endure the sound doc‐
trine” the church will become ex‐
tinct.
While kingdom signifies govern‐
ment, church denotes the called-out;
body the idea of union and unity.
The kingdom is the church, and the
church is the body of Christ. The
body is not one member, but many.
All the members have not the same
office or work to do. Hence, we are
“one body in Christ, and everyone
members one of another.” Let no

member think more highly of him‐
self than he ought to think, “for God
hath dealt to every man the measure
of faith.” One member cannot do ev‐
erything. There is a limit to every
man’s ability. Everyone is responsible
as far as he is able. Not only so, but
he will be held responsible for not
being more able. Let every member
of the body learn his dependence on
every other. Let each function in the
place for which he is qualified. Then
peace, concord, love, and agreement
will prevail. The church will be at‐
tractive and powerful.
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