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The Danger of Discouragement
Dub McClish

Given the wickedness of the world and
the mounting attempts to drive underground
those who dare publicly profess faith in the Bible, it is difficult to avoid becoming discouraged. Further, when we observe the chaotic
state of the church of the Lord we could easily
become depressed. Of all of Satan’s weapons,
his favorite may be discouragement. It is certainly one of his most effective ones. He has
used it relentlessly on the Lord’s finest servants
to try to neutralize their effectiveness.
I have heard some brethren imply, if not
explicitly state, that it is sinful for a Christian ever to become discouraged. Perhaps they
have not thought that through. Discouragement comes to all, small and great.
Elijah, the fiery Old Testament prophet was
so despondent about the spiritual condition
of Israel he asked God to take his life (1 Kin.
19:4). God did not upbraid him for his lack

of faith, but encouraged him and sent him on
his way (19:14-15). Paul, although a tower of
spiritual strength, apparently became discouraged and depressed about his initial prospects
in wicked Corinth. The Lord did not excoriate him, but reminded him He had “much
people” in that city (Acts 18:9-10). After Paul
wrote the first stringent letter to Corinth and
had received no response, he became both
anxious and discouraged. He was greatly encouraged by the report Titus brought him in
Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5-7). Following his extended and unjust imprisonment in Caesarea, Paul was finally sent to Rome for trial. The
lengthy and perilous voyage must have left
him both physically and emotionally exhausted. What a welcome sight it was when the
brethren from Rome came out to meet him
some forty miles from the city, upon which
“he thanked God, and took courage” (Acts

28:15). Even the sinless Son of God must have
been greatly discouraged on numerous occasions. He certainly was when He wept over Jerusalem (Mat. 23:23; Luke 19:41).
It is neither sinful nor abnormal for the
Lord’s servants to become discouraged, it is
simply human. Those who will be most successful in any endeavor (including the Lord’s
work) are the ones who do not let it defeat or
destroy them. When a brother or sister accepts
an assignment and then neglects it, it is discouraging. When a preacher is maligned and
criticized (and perhaps dismissed) because he
has declared the Truth, it is disheartening. It
is not always easy to keep on going when others around us have thrown up their hands and
quit. When worldlings hate us for our efforts
to save them from the wrath of a just God, it
is dispiriting. However, let us not become so
disappointed in a brother or sister or in others
that we let it destroy us. Let us not allow the

pessimistic, cynical, or hostile spirit of others
to cancel our initiative or sour our perspective. Those who eventually accomplish things
in any area of life (including the Lord’s kingdom) are the ones who persevere in spite of
discouragement.
The devil does not worry much about a
person who is self-satisfied and doing little
or nothing to serve the Savior. He gets concerned only when we get serious about service to Him. The more we do and attempt to
do, the more we can expect Satan to engage
in his nefarious efforts of discouragement. It
must bring a special delight to his malevolent
heart when he can enlist some of the Lord’s
own people to become discouragers of their
brethren. With Moses and Joshua of old, we
say, “Be strong and of good courage” (Deu.
31:6; Jos. 1:9).
Denton, TX

The Mind of Christ
Cled E. Wallace

The doctrine that Paul preached was startling and far reaching in its consequences. It
was so incredible, measured by all the standards of the time, that both Jews and Gentiles were inclined to reject it. It was at once
a stumbling block to the one and foolishness
to the other. It dealt with matters that no one
could know otherwise than through direct
revelation. It was admitted that redemption
had to do with the things of God that no one
could know but the Spirit of God and he to
whom the Spirit willed to reveal them. Paul
did not preach a theory merely to be judged

by its merits.
In the fullness of the times God sent His
Son to redeem them that were under the law,
that we might receive the adoption of sons.
The Son had the mind of the Father, came to
do His Father’s will, and in so doing He became the author of salvation to all who obey
Him (Heb. 5:8-9). The mind of Christ, then,
is the will of the Father.
Paul made high claims when he wrote, “We
have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16). He did
not write or preach as a “natural man” (2:14).
He dealt authoritatively with matters that no

eye could see, nor ear could hear, and no heart
could even imagine. The things of God that
none could know save the Spirit of God were
made known to him by inspiration of this
same Spirit of God. He could not otherwise
know them, and the only way the world could
know them is through the writings of such inspired men.
It is difficult, even impossible, to see how
there could be any divine authority in religion, or that there could be any such as a walk
of faith apart from this inspiration “in words
which the Holy Spirit teacheth” (2:13). Further, a claim to such inspiration could not be

Preaching from Acts
J. D. Tant

My brethren are often condemned for
preaching so much in Acts of Apostles, but
his will be our leading book as long as we
teach salvation to a dying world; for this
is where we find the plan of salvation first
taught by the apostles after they had Holy
Ghost baptism, which qualified them to
preach the Gospel to all the world.
As long as we teach the same things the
apostles taught, and beg men and women
to do the same things the apostles taught
them to do, we are sure we are teaching
the Word of God, and are also sure we will
be rewarded for so doing at the last day. So
let all be satisfied with the simple Word of
God, to teach and fight it out along that
line, knowing, that if we do this, Heaven
will be our home.
Deceased

accepted without an adequate demonstration
of the fact. This was exhibited in the power
to work miracles. Any charlatan can make the
claim of inspiration, but proving it by miracles
is another matter. When the need for inspiration ceased, the need for miracles was over.
Were it otherwise, every man could do that
which was right in his own eyes and justify
himself by claims of inspiration, and endless
confusion would exist.
On the other hand, what a blessed state of
unity would follow a general recognition of
this simple truth! Paul exhorted the brethren
to, “Have this mind in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus” (Phi. 2:5). They were invited
to imitate him as he imitated Christ. We can
know the mind of Christ only as we are acquainted with His life and teaching. This is
revealed in the New Testament. Any manner
or philosophy of life not based on New Testament teaching has a shallow foundation and
cannot be a life of true faith.
The great need of the world is an abundance of plain New Testament teaching. No
scheme or novelty can take the place of it. In
that way alone can men know the mind of
Christ. The mind of Christ is the standard by
which the claims of all must be judged. “Hold
the pattern of sound words which thou hast
heard from me,” Paul wrote in 2 Timothy
1:13. Here is the mind of Christ. Unsound
words point to an unsound mind. The mind
of Christ has been put in a pattern of words.
The mind of man must be changed to fit this
pattern before it can be truthfully said that he
has the mind of Christ. This is why the Gospel
was preached “for obedience of faith.”
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Nancy Travis
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Joyce Johnson
Bill Crowe
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Debra and Denise Mowery in the death
of their mother, Frieda Mowery, on December 29, 2017. She was 99 years old.
Please keep them in your prayers.
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Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
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p.m., in the zone room.
January 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
January 31
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
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Claims for Modern Day Apostles
Does Not Find Authority in Scripture
Johnny Oxendine

Many denominations and cults claim that
their leaders are apostles. They claim that they
have a direct link to God, and that the very
words their leaders speak are given to them
by God. Why don’t we look at the Bible to
settle the matter? Apostle simply means “one
who is sent.” It was a word used in ancient literature to describe anyone who was sent on
a particular mission. The New Testament describes more than just the twelve as apostles.
The writer of Hebrews calls Jesus an Apostle
(Heb. 3:1). Barnabas also was called an apostle in Acts 14:4 because he was one of the men
sent specifically by the church at Antioch to
go to the Gentiles (see 13:2-4).
There is also within the New Testament, a
specialized sense in which this word is used. It
primarily refers to the office that was held by
the twelve apostles given to them specifically

by Jesus Himself.
The qualifications for an apostle can be
found in Acts 1:15-26. We learn from this
that when it came to selecting a new apostle,
some qualifications had to be met. Peter states
in Acts 1:21-22:
Wherefore of these men which have
companied with us all the time that
the Lord Jesus went in and out among
us, Beginning from the baptism of
John, unto that same day that he was
taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his
resurrection.
Notice first that it required men that had
accompanied them at all times during Jesus’
ministry. Second, they had to witness Jesus’
life from the baptism of John until the day
that Jesus ascended into heaven. Finally, the

one who qualified would be appointed or ordained a witness of Jesus’ resurrection. We
read in Acts 1 that not just one, but two men
qualified, Joseph and Matthias. However, the
Lord only chose one of those two to fulfill
the office of apostle. This information clearly demonstrates that even among those that
qualified, not all were selected and shows that
the apostleship was a special office that could
not be filled by just anyone. Significantly, after Matthias’ appointment, we do not find

any other examples of succession of apostles,
though we do find at least one apostle being killed, James (12:2). After this point, the
apostles, as a body of decision makers, begin
to fade out and elders begin playing the permanent role of decision making in the church
(14:23; 15:6; 20:17; 21:18). Why would this
be if there were continual successions of apostles to lead and guide the church?
San Mateo, CA

My Lord and My God
Brad Green

Recorded in John 20, we read of the historical event in which the disciples told Thomas (also one of the original 12 disciples) the
good news that Jesus had risen from the dead.
Unfortunately, their eyewitness account—
“We have seen the Lord” (John 20:25)—was
not enough to convince Thomas. Thomas responded, “Except I shall see in his hands the
print of the nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, I will not believe.” Later, Thomas and
other disciples were “upbraided” or scolded by
Jesus because of the disciples’
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which
had seen him after he was risen (Mark
16:14).
Jesus offered Thomas the opportunity to
Reach hither thy finger, and behold
my hands; and reach hither thy hand,
and thrust it into my side: and be not
faithless, but believing (John 20:27).
Thomas, seeing the evidence, proclaimed,
“My Lord and my God” (20:28).

Unlike Thomas, we do not have the opportunity to see, with our eyes, the physical evidence of the pierced hands and side of the risen
Savior. Jesus expects us to believe the credible
and trustworthy eyewitness accounts of the
inspired writers of the New Testament just as
He expected Thomas to do the same. Thomas
was chided by the Lord for being “faithless”
because he refused to acknowledge the words
of those hand-picked apostles of Christ. John
20 ends with these words:
And many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book: But these
are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life
through his name (20:30-31).
The apostle Peter states:
For we have not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty (2 Pet. 1:16).

Again, John records:
That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life;…That
which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:1, 3).
The evidence has been recorded by inspired
men of God in God’s Holy Book. The evidence is clear, powerful, and undeniable. The
evidence, being so overwhelming, should lead
us to exclaim, “My Lord and my God.” Those
who deny the written evidence which has
been providentially preserved unto this day, as
well as the
the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that
are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse (Rom. 1:20).
To many, claiming Jesus as Lord is nothing more than a ritualistic act. They make the
claim, but do nothing else. Jesus asks, “And
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). Those who
love Jesus, will keep His commandments (John
14:15). So what does it mean to say, “My Lord
and my God?” It means that I have no other Lord but Him (Exo. 20:3-5). To call Jesus,
Lord, is to submit to His supreme authority
and rule over our lives (Mat. 28:18). It means
that we only teach and practice such things as
are authorized by Jesus and His Word (Col.
3:17; John 12:48). It means that we crucify

For the Journey

A young Christian packing his bag for
a journey said to a friend, “I have nearly finished packing, I only have to put in
a guidebook, a lamp, a mirror, a microscope, a telescope, a volume of fine poetry,
a few biographies, a package of old letters,
a book of songs, and a set of books I have
been studying, a sword, and a hammer.”
“But you cannot put all that into a
bag,” objected the friend!
“Oh, yes” said the Christian. “Here it
is.” And he placed his Bible in the corner
of his suitcase and closed the lid.
Author Unknown

our selfish desires and will and live for Christ
(Gal. 2:20). It means that we worship God
according to His will and not our own (Col.
2:23). It means that I will conform or mold
my life around the example of Jesus and not
that of the world around me, “For I [Jesus]
have given you an example, that ye should do
as I have done to you” (John 13:15; cf. Rom.
12:1-2). It means that we will follow God and
not man (Acts 5:29).
Have you acknowledged, based upon the
facts and evidence, that Jesus is Lord and God?
Or have you simply made the claim without
doing the things which He says? Let us follow after Christ and teach and practice only
the things which He authorizes. Let us submit
wholly to the power and authority of Jesus,
our Lord and our God.
Lenoir City, TN
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January 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
January 15
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p.m., in the zone room.
January 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
January 31
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
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Hypocrisy

David P. Brown

Hypocrisy is translated from the Greek word
hupokrisis. According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (241), said
word “primarily denotes a reply, an answer
(akin to hupokrinomai, to answer); then, playacting as the actors spoke in dialogue; hence,
pretense, hypocrisy.” Of the word hypocrite
(Hupokrites) Vine states that it is:
corresponding to the above, primarily denotes one who answers; then a
stage-actor; it was a custom for Greek
and Roman actors to speak in large
masks with mechanical devices for
augmenting the force of the voice;
hence the word became used metaphorically of a dissembler, a hypocrite. It is found only in the Synoptists [Matthew, Mark, Luke—D.P.B.],
and always used by the Lord… (242).
The writer of Proverbs declared: “An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour:

But through knowledge shall the just be delivered” (Pro. 11:9). Warning us against placing
our trust in a hypocrite the writer also penned:
“Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of
trouble Is like a broken tooth, and a foot out
of joint” (25:19).
Our Lord said of certain religious leaders
of His day:
The scribes and the Pharisees sit in
Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever
they bid you observe, that observe and
do; but do not ye after their works: for
they say, and do no…But woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
(Mat. 23:2, 13).
All faithful children of God must learn to
live with the vile wickedness of the hypocrite.
How often has the warm smile, the pleasant
comment to one’s face and the friendly handshake come from one, who, like a viper when
your back is turned, bites you in the heel! The

writer of Proverbs well described such a one
when he wrote in Proverbs 26:18-26:
As a mad man who casteth firebrands,
arrows, and death, So is the man that
deceiveth his neighbour, And saith,
Am not I in sport? Where no wood
is, there the fire goeth out: So where
there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. As coals are to burning coals, and
wood to fire; So is a contentious man
to kindle strife. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, And they go
down into the innermost parts of the
belly. Burning lips and a wicked heart
Are like a potsherd covered with silver dross. He that hateth dissembleth
with his lips, And layeth up deceit
within him; When he speaketh fair,
believe him not: For there are seven
abominations in his heart. Whose hatred is covered by deceit, His wickedness shall be shewed before the whole
congregation.
Wicked and evil words come from an evil
source; “for out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh” (Mat. 12:34). Hence,
such a person has “heart” trouble. Paul commanded Titus “To speak evil of no man” (Tit.
3:2). The hypocrite cares nothing for Paul’s
instruction because his heart is evil. Behind
one’s back he says the complete opposite of

what he says to his prey’s face. Truly, to him,
they are his prey—something to be devoured
to satisfy his voracious appetite, which is sustained by pride, envy, and jealousy. All such
characters desire is to come out “on top” (at
any price as long as they do not have to pay it)
and to appear in the eyes of their “public” as in
complete control of all things.
All such activity violates “the golden rule”
(Mat. 7:12). Such an one has forgotten kindness and mercy. The hypocrite does not care
that he hurts the one whom he slanders, for
that he intends to do. However, he also hurts
himself with God and, thereby, commits spiritual suicide.
The aforementioned character flaw is nothing less than the ragged wound of paranoia. It
is self-inflicted because of an exaggerated degree of self-love that will play whatever part is
necessary to gain one’s selfish goals or keep secure whatever such a warped spirit thinks important. Suspicion runs rampant in this twisted mind. Woe be to those whom such persons
deem threatening to them and their positions.
They have been known to crucify and stone
people. Hence, with seared consciences, the
Pharisee, the scribe—hypocrites all—take
their positions on the stage.
We close with the words of John and James:
If a man say, I love God, and hateth
his brother, he is a liar: for he that
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loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he
hath not seen? (1 John 4:20).
I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead
(Rev. 3:1).

But the wisdom that is from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy (Jam. 3:17).
Spring, TX
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the afternoon service, in the zone
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The Church of Christ Is Different
Because There Is No Clergy/Laity Distinction
Paul Curless

It is important to note the words clergy and
laity are not found in the Bible. We are told,
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). The Bible, which
is God’s inspired Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17), is
man’s only authority in religious matters, and
man must strictly adhere to it. We should desire to speak only where the Bible speaks and
remain silent where the Bible is silent.
The Bible informs us there is only one
body or church (Eph. 4:4). In Colossians
1:18, we read, “And he is the head of the body,
the church.” Therefore, the church of Christ
(Rom. 16:16) has only one head—Jesus Himself. Christ, the one Head of the church, is
currently reigning from the right hand of the
almighty God (Heb. 1:3).
God’s Word makes clear that when one is
taught the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ (John

6:45) and obeys (Mat. 7:21; Heb. 5:8-9), he
is then added to the church of Christ by the
Lord Himself. “Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added
to the church daily such as should be saved”
(Acts 2:47).
The Bible teaches that all Christians are
equal in God’s sight. “There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one
in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). Peter says, “God
is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). He
treats and looks upon all the same. There is
no social ladder in Christ Jesus. No one is
treated more favorably because of his social
standings. In the New Testament, all Christians were simply called brethren (1 Cor.
15:58; Acts 11:26). First century Christians
were also called saints. “Salute every saint in

Christ Jesus” (Phi. 4:21). They were called by
this designation because their sins had been
forgiven (Acts 22:16). Yes, every Christian is
a saint according to God’s Word. The next
statement may come as a surprise to some,
but Christians were also called priests. “Ye
also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:5). Many
religious people have been taught incorrectly
pertaining to this designation. Many believe
that a priest is one who is authorized to perform certain “sacred rites” within a particular
religious denomination. The Bible, which is
our guide, says nothing about the priest being
special or above others under the New Testament. However, the New Testament does
say that all Christians are priests and that the
Lord’s church (church of Christ) is a “royal
priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:9). Let us speak, teach,
believe, and obey what the Bible says.
Furthermore, the Bible emphatically
teaches that no one is to call another man “father” in the religious sense. We read in Matthew 23:9: “And call no man your father
upon the earth: for one is your Father, which
is in heaven.” It should be crystal clear from
these passages that there is absolutely no Bible
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authority for a clergy/laity hierarchy. All such
innovations are strictly man-made. All should
remember that man is not going to be judged
by what the Bible does not say, but by what it
does say (John 12:48).
In Matthew 23, Jesus condemns the wearing of religious clothing (23:5) and attaching
“religious titles” to one’s name (23:7-9). He
refers to those who would do or allow such
things as hypocrites (23:13). This warning
and admonition should alert people not to allow anyone to exalt them above other men
by using religious titles. Unfortunately, most
denominational leaders prefer to be exalted
with a religious title because they “[loved] the
praise of men more than the praise of God”
(John 12:43). Two of the most used titles are
“Reverend” and “Pastor.” Let us see what the
Bible says about these names. The word reverend appears only once in the beloved, reliable King James Version of the Bible and is
found in Psalm 111:9: “Holy and reverend
is his name.” This verse speaks of almighty
God. Therefore, according to the Bible, only
God deserves to be called Reverend. Most denominational people think of the minister or
preacher as being the pastor; but to their surprise, the Bible never speaks of a one-man
“pastor system.” This is something that man
has dreamed up.
The organization of the Lord’s church is set
forth in the pages of the New Testament. Each
congregation of the church of Christ is autonomous, that is, self-governed under Christ—
its Head Who has all authority (Mat. 28:18).
The only headquarters of the Lord’s church is
in heaven where Christ is reigning over His
spiritual kingdom, the church (1 Pet. 3:22;

1 Cor. 15:25). When Scripturally organized,
each congregation will appoint a plurality of
men (two or more, never one) who must meet
the qualifications recorded in 1 Timothy 3:17 and Titus 1:7-9. These men are called elders (1 Pet. 5:1), bishops (1 Tim. 3:1-2), and
pastors (Eph. 4:11). These are not titles, but
descriptive terms describing their work or responsibilities. They rule or oversee only in the
congregation from which they were appointed (1 Pet. 5:2; Heb. 13:7, 17). The church
also has a plurality of men call deacons; they
too are required to meet the qualifications

recorded in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. They are
strictly servants of the local congregation and
have no authority except that which has been
delegated to them by the elders/pastors.
Every member of the church of Christ is
equal; no one is over or above another (Gal.
3:28). Even the elders/pastors, who are the
overseers, are warned not to be lords over the
flock (1 Pet 5:3).
There is no Clergy/Laity distinction mentioned or authorized by God’s Word. The Bible teaches we are all one in Christ Jesus.
Woodbury, TN

What Do You Believe?
Paul Vaughn

Have you ever considered how many religious doctrines there are in the world today?
There are as many religious doctrines as there
are different denominations or religious sects.
One cannot produce one denomination by
using the doctrines of another religious group.
The writing of creeds and doctrines have occupied the minds of thousands of men throughout history. There seems to be no end to the
writing of different religious beliefs.
There is only one doctrine that is acceptable to God, it is the doctrine of Christ.
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son (2 John 9).
In the New Testament when doctrines is
used, it is always in reference to false doctrines and teachings of men. However, when
doctrine is used it is referring to the teaching
of the Lord. Paul told the evangelist Timothy

teach no other doctrine.
As I besought thee to abide still at
Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some
that they teach no other doctrine
(1 Tim. 1:3).
What would be the results if everyone
taught the one doctrine of Christ? First, there
would be no religious division, denominationalism would cease to exist. Second, all would
be teaching the same plan of salvation. Third,
everyone who obeyed that same plan of salvation would be working together to advance
Christianity in a world filled with lost souls.
Fourth, all Christians would be teaching the
only doctrine that is authorized by Christ.
It is not possible for “Christians” to teach
different doctrines and please the Lord. Let us
all set aside the doctrines of men and honor
Christ by following, teaching, and obeying
only the doctrine of Christ.
Centerville, TN
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Are You Predictable?
Dub McClish

Have you ever known someone who was
unpredictable? You can never know what such
a person will say, where he will go, what he
will do, or where he will stand in any given
situation. You would not dare depend on him
for anything of importance. Some are completely unpredictable in disposition; one day
they may be all smiles, but the next they may
refuse to speak.
Contrariwise, it is a joy to be around someone who is predictable, especially in wholesome ways. There is a pattern to his life and a
balance in his disposition. His deep and abiding convictions allow you to know where he
will stand and what he will say in given situations. He is a person on whom you can depend. Even when one does not behave in noble ways, one at least knows what to expect of
him if he is predictable.
Our Lord was a predictable person in all

the right ways. His earthly parents were so and
thus trained Him. Joseph and Mary “went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover” (Luke 2:41). Each Sabbath day, Jesus
was in the synagogue worshiping God, “as his
custom was” (4:16). Judas knew where to find
Jesus to betray Him. He had gone with the
eleven to the Mount of Olives “as his custom
was” (22:39).
The body of Christ often limps along when
it could be running because so many members
are unpredictable, undependable, and unfaithful. Some families have to decide from week
to week whether or not to attend Bible classes and worship. No one can tell in advance
if they will or will not be there. Some members give their money to the Lord the same
way. If they are in a “good mood” they might
give $10.00, but if they did not like the sermon (too long, too short, too hard, too soft,
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etc.) they may give little or nothing. About the
only predictable behavior about some church
members regarding worship attendance and
participation is that they are unpredictable.
Thank God for those who long ago settled
the decision about regular attendance! Thank
God also, for those who consider and purpose
well in advance what they will give and who
give it faithfully and predictably on the Lord’s
day. They keep the Lord’s work going.
Brethren who will stand unwaveringly for
the Truth when it is being abused, attacked,
and compromised are behaving with the Godpleasing predictability Paul urged: “be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the

work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Some who
seem predictably faithful are found to wilt
in the face of pressure or opposition. They
care more about alienating family, members,
friends, or business associates than about alienating the Lord and His faithful people. They
appear “solid as Gibraltar” until just the right
issue comes up or certain brethren or institutions become involved. Then, unpredictably,
they choose loyalty to men over loyalty to the
Lord. Paul described all such as those who are
“carried about with every wind of doctrine”
(Eph. 4:14). Unlike John, the Lord’s harbinger, such brethren end up being a “reed shaken
with the wind” (Mat. 11:7). They operate on
the basis of politics rather than principle and
thereby destroy their long-held reputations of
being predictable Truth-defenders.
Let us strive to be purposed, dependable,
predictable people in all of the noble qualities of the Gospel. This is surely the aim toward which Paul points us: “Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord”
(1 Cor. 15:58).
Denton, TX

Unity on the Bible
J. Noel Merideth

The Lord wants us to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. If we will follow
what the Bible says we can have the kind of
unity the Lord wants us to maintain. Division is not over what the Bible says, it is over
speculation about what the Bible does not say.
For example, we read in Exodus 3 that God
appeared to Moses in a burning bush. All who
believe and accept the Bible would agree with

this statement. However, if you ask what kind
of “bush” it was as to pine, cypress, or the like
you will get all kinds of speculative answers.
The Bible of course does not tell us what kind
of bush it was.
When the Bible tells us something, we
should take what it says and not add anything to it or take anything away. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong unto
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the Lord our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to our children
for ever, that we may do all the words of this
law.” Paul wrote to Timothy that he was to
“preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2). We should
just preach the Bible, nothing more or less.
Revelation 22:18-19 says:
If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are
written in this book.
In 2 Corinthians 12 we learn that Paul had
a “thorn in the flesh.” Now the fact is clear
enough that he had a thorn in the flesh to
buffet him lest he be exalted above measure. It
is not stated in the text what this thorn in the
flesh was. Speculation says it was eye trouble,
or some kind of recurring fever or the like.
Of course the text does not state what it was.
We can be united on the fact that he had a
thorn in the flesh but in the area of guesses
about the thorn in the flesh there would be
differences.
The way of unity then is to simply go by

what the Bible actually says without addition
or subtraction.
The Bible plainly says that “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark
16:16). We can see and agree that Jesus said if
we believe and are baptized we shall be saved.
It is when we start speculating and injecting
human doctrines that we have differences.
Ephesians 5:19 says: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord.” We can all agree that the
New Testament says we are to “sing” in our
worship. Disagreement comes when people start adding something to what the Bible
says. We do not have the right to change what
the Bible says and add something different in
worship. It is when people depart from the
Bible and start adding additional things that
division and discord comes.
Colossians 1:13 says: “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son.” The Bible says the saints at Colossae
were in the kingdom. It is when people go
into wild speculation that the kingdom is not
here yet that trouble comes. If we would just
take the Bible we would see that saints are in
the kingdom and the kingdom is in existence.
It is when people want to change the Bible
and spin human theories that division comes.
We can have unity when we just follow the
Bible. “Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psa. 133:1). “And they, continuing daily
with one accord” (Acts 2:46).
Deceased
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Witnessing?
John W. West

Several years ago, I was talking with a woman who said that everything in her life was great
because she was “witnessing for the Lord” every day. Many in the church today have adopted this denominational idea of witnessing. It is
being taught in many pulpits, as well as classrooms. Young people are now being taught how
to “witness for the Lord.” This false teaching is
not a plea for us to “seek the old paths,” but an
attempt to denominationalize the church.
We want to discuss the Biblical account of
witnessing and see if it is possible for us to witness today. We shall see from the following
what it takes, according to Scripture, to be a
“witness for the Lord.”
Biblical Witnessing
Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament defines witnessing as:
to be a witness, to bear witness, i.e., to
affirm that one has seen or heard or experienced something, or that he knows

it because taught by divine revelation
or inspiration…to give (not to keep
back) testimony (390).
W. E. Vine, in his book, Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, on page
225, says it:
denotes one who can or does aver what
he have seen or heard or knows.
Webster’s defines it as:
attestation of a fact or event…one that
gives evidence…one who has personal knowledge of something…to see or
know by personal presence or direct
cognizance.
If someone witnesses a crime or an accident,
he can give his personal testimony of what happened. If he was only told of that crime or accident, he cannot be a witness to it. In a court of
law, when a witness is put on the witness stand,
it is to give a personal testimony in the case being tried. If that person is told of the events of

a case and did not witness it personally, then
he/she will not be used as a witness in the case.
A jury will not accept his/her testimony if it is
second hand.
There are several Scriptures in the New Testament that discuss the matter of witnessing: In
John 3:11 we can read, “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, We speak that we do know, and testify
that we have seen.” In John 15:27, we have recorded, “And ye also shall bear witness, because
ye have been with me from the beginning.” Jesus, in this passage, was speaking only to the
apostles. They were with Him from the beginning of His ministry and as a result would bear
witness of Him. Acts 4:33 records, “And with
great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.” The apostles were
witnesses because they had been with Jesus before His death and had seen Him after His
resurrection. In Acts 22:15, Paul states, “For
thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what
thou hast seen and heard.” Paul was told that
he would be a witness of God of what he had
seen and heard. For one to be a Biblical witness,
he would have to have “seen and heard” Jesus.
The apostles could be true witnesses of Jesus because they had both seen and heard the teachings of Jesus. There is no one alive today who
has personally seen Jesus or talked to Him.
Can We Witness Today?
In light of the Scriptures mentioned above,
it is clear that only one who had seen Jesus and
had personally heard His teaching could be a
witness. This idea of one “witnessing for the
Lord” and telling others what Jesus had done
in his/her life is one that has come from the
denominational world and not from the Bible. It has been argued that since the subject of
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witnessing is in the Bible, it needs to be taught
and practiced. While it is true that we must follow the teachings of the Bible, there are some
things in the Bible that only applied to the
those in the first century. The method of teaching someone about salvation for us today is set
forth in the great commission in Matthew 28,
Mark 16 and Luke 24. There is no need for us
to “give a personal testimony of what Jesus has
done in my life,” but to teach them the Gospel of salvation as set forth in the New Testament. It is the Gospel that saves men’s souls
(Rom. 1:16), not a personal testimony by an
individual.
Witnessing is widely used today. It is not only
prevalent in the denominational world, but
sadly, it has crept into the church. The teaching
of witnessing is not just an issue of “opinion,”
but is a matter of “doctrine.” In the future, if
we do not put a stop to practices such as these,
we will be facing more and more trouble in the
church. Paul warns us that
the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And they
shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables
(2 Tim. 4:3-4).
Montgomery, TX

Holiness of God
Ken Chumbley

One of the attributes of God clearly seen
in studying the Bible is that of holiness; our
God is a holy God. In examining the Scriptures, we see that this Holy God requires that
His people be a holy people. This holds true
both respecting the Israelites (God’s people
under the Old Covenant) and to Christians
(God’s people under the New Covenant).
But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner
of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy (1 Pet.
1:15-16).
Holy is a translation of the Greek word hagios and is used in the sense of being devoted
or set aside to God. The word translated saint
is from the same Greek root and thus it is
proper to call saints, “holy ones.” The Christian, then, is one who is devoted to God, who
is set aside to the service of God. Since this is
so, then Peter points out that the Christians’
manner of life (conversation) must be holy.
The essentiality of the child of God being
holy is seen in that it is a prerequisite of seeing God: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord” (Heb. 12:14). For one to be holy implies a purity of life: “Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God” (Mat. 5:8).
Since the Christian is devoted and set
aside for the service of God, it follows that he
will be opposed to sin as is God:
What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer

therein?… But now being made
free from sin, and become servants
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life
(Rom. 6:1-2, 22).
The apostle Peter, when speaking of the
end of the world and the return of the Lord,
points out what kind of persons Christians
are to be in light of our Lord’s return:
Seeing then that all these things shall
be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and
hasting unto the coming of the day
of God (2 Pet. 3:11-12).
Let us then remember the admonitions of
God’s Word and strive to live pure, holy, and
separated lives that others might see that we
are different because we are God’s people and
do not indulge in those things that are contrary to the Lord’s will. Also, we must realize
that only as we are living a life that is devoted
to God and separate from sin can we have the
hope of seeing the Lord.
Deceased
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My God and I
Roelf L. Ruffner

Worship is an act of adoration, devotion,
and praise of our Creator, in the manner He
has prescribed:
And Abraham said unto his young
men, Abide ye here with the ass; and
I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you (Gen.
22:5).
God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in
truth (John 4:24).
In the Mosaical Age, the Hebrews were
commanded to worship Jehovah three times
a year in Jerusalem. In the Christian Age, we
are commanded to seek to assemble with the
church to worship God, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of some is” (Heb. 10:25). We should assemble (“gather together in one place”—Thayer)
with likeminded brethren and sing (not play)
spiritual songs, pray, hear an exhortation from

God’s Word, partake of the Lord’s Supper,
and give as we have been prospered—all as the
New Testament dictates (Col. 3:17) according to the pattern found therein. Ordinarily,
a Christian must seek out an assembly of the
saints and identify himself with the body of
Christ in his part of the world.
Yet, consider the following scenarios:
1. A Christian who is a soldier is stationed
in a lonely outpost in Afghanistan. He finds
no brethren in his presence after much inquiry. When the Lord’s Day comes around, he,
having obtained some unleavened bread and
fruit of the vine, takes his Bible and perhaps
a songbook and proceeds to worship God. He
even takes the time to mail an offering to his
home congregation in Texas.
2. A lone Christian in Wyoming has valiantly fought the compromise with religious
error in the home congregation in his town.

After much unsuccessful pleading, he finds
that he must withdraw himself from that corrupted body (Eph. 5:11; 2 The. 3:6). Finding
no other faithful congregation or even individual Christians who are faithful to the Lord
in his area, he begins to worship God in the
Scripturally prescribed manner in his home
each Sunday.
In either scenario above, is the individual Christian sinning by worshipping God
alone—not assembling with others? Is either
violating Hebrews 10:25 by “forsaking the assembling”? The answer is a resounding and
Biblical “No!”
Just as authoritative as the Bible command
to assemble with the saints is the imperative

not to fellowship a congregation of Satan
(Rev. 2:12-16). If this were not so, then we
would find those illusionary “Christians in the
denominations” as some falsely allege (2 Cor.
6:14-18).
The apostle Paul found himself alone in
Athens for a period of time (Acts 17:14-15).
Did Paul worship God alone on Sundays for a
time since there was no congregation in Athens, yet? I believe we can safely conclude that
he did, and so can we.
Go onward, faithful Christians—worship
God! Yet, strive to increase your congregation of one, two, or four, trusting in Him who
saved you (1 Cor. 3:6).
Columbia, TN

The “churches of Christ”
Then (ad 33) and Now (21st century)
Jess Whitlock

The “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16) live
in accordance with the Gospel of Christ. That
Gospel is God’s power unto salvation (1:16).
The theme of that message is that God so
loved us (John 3:16), that He allowed His Son
to be crucified in our stead (2 Cor. 5:21), and

2018 Spring Church of Christ
Contending For The Faith
Lectureship
The “I Am” Statements of Jesus
February 23-25, 2018

Lectures can be viewed live or archived at:
www.churchesofchrist.com

then raised Him from the dead for our justification (Rom. 4:25). Remember, a faith that
will not obey, is a faith that will not, shall not,
and cannot save (Heb. 5:8-9).
Christ came to earth and made the remarkable promise, “I will build My church” (Mat.
16:18). The church of my Lord is not simply
another denomination among many manmade denominations, nor is it comprised of
such (16:18; Eph. 4:4; Acts 20:28). The Lord’s
church today is made up of those who have
believed the Gospel message (Mark 16:16;
Heb. 11:6); repented of their sins (Luke 13:35; Acts 2:38); confessed Christ as Lord (Mat.
10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10); and been baptized
into His name for the remission of sin (Acts

2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:4).
The plea of “churches of Christ” calls for
men to forsake man-made creeds, doctrines,
manuals, and the commands and churches of
men. Let us return to the Bible and the Bible only. Search the Scriptures to discover the
true identity of the church of the Bible, then
believe and practice only what you discover
Biblical authority for doing. Let us be honest enough to reject men’s doctrines and men’s
churches. Let us then do Bible things in Bible ways, and call Bible things by Bible names
(1 Pet. 4:11; Rev. 22:18-19).

It is not enough to “accept Christ” as your
personal Savior, or to “join the church of your
choice.” We must learn and obey the truth of
God’s Word as given by Him (John 8:31-32).
If we love God and His holy Word, we will reject every denomination of this world and every doctrine devised by non-inspired men! Let
us abide in His truth and wear only the name
Christian (Acts 11:26). Let us then be united in the church that Christ Himself built,
which will one day be ushered into eternal
glory (1 Cor. 15:24-ff).
Denison, TX

Watch Those Center, Marginal References
Bill Jackson

After an article or two on the serious student’s Bible library, we thought it good to give
a warning concerning the center or marginal references (or perhaps at the bottom of the
page) found in study Bibles. I well remember
a congregation having a weekly war in Bible
classes because some were using these references as their commentary. Let us remember,
in consulting these references:
1. Sometimes they will refer to a parallel
instance; we note that in regard to the
four Gospel accounts.
2. Sometimes they will refer to a verse
in the other testament, where there is
prophecy and then fulfillment.
3. Sometimes they will refer not to a parallel instance, but where there has been
some point of similarity.
4. And, sometimes they will be given simply because a like word or phrase appears, but the two instances do not re-

fer to the same event—merely the same
word used.
Especially be mindful of words appearing
in the references. Sometimes they are words of
translation, or an updating of an older word.
But translations produced by error will use
words to further their false doctrine; for example, a premillennial translation in the margin
identifying some Bible verse as “the rapture,”
etc. In all of this, we are stressing seriousness
in study. Satan could not be any happier than
to find a man who, if he will not leave the Bible closed, will approach it in a casual manner.
Deceased
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Are You Too Sensitive?
Franklin Camp

Then Jesus went thence, and departed
into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And,
behold, a woman of Canaan came out
of the same coasts, and cried unto
him, saying, Have mercy on me, O
Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.
But he answered her not a word. And
his disciples came and besought him,
saying, Send her away; for she crieth
after us. But he answered and said, I
am not sent but unto the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. Then came she and
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help
me. But he answered and said, It is
not meet to take the children’s bread,
and to cast it to dogs. And she said,
Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their masters’
table. Then Jesus answered and said
unto her, O woman, great is thy faith:

be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And
her daughter was made whole from
that very hour (Mat. 15:21-28).
There are many members of the church
who have quit the church because someone
hurt their feelings. There are others who still
attend but they are no longer active in the
Lord’s work because someone hurt their feelings. These people feel they are justified for
their actions because their feelings have been
wounded. Surely this is being overly sensitive.
Is it not being overly sensitive when one lets
his wounded feelings place his soul in danger
of being lost? However, this is the condition
of all who quit the church or cease to be active just because unfeeling brethren have hurt
their feelings. Following are four tests to see if
we are too sensitive:
The First Test
A Canaanitish woman cried, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my

daughter is grievously vexed with a devil”
(15:22). The next verse says, “But he answered
her not a word.” Does this not seem cruel?
Was this not a time, if ever there was such a
time, for someone’s feelings to get hurt? Was
this not a good time for her to have turned
away and said, “Well, if that is the way you
act, I will never ask you for anything else?”
What would most of us do if we should
ask the preacher a question and receive no reply? Would our feelings be hurt? Chances are,
we would quit the church. Many would feel
they would be justified in doing so. But would
they?
This woman did not let the silence of
Christ turn her away. Was she a woman without feeling? No, but she was a woman who
needed something, and she knew that Christ
was the only one who could supply that need.
The life of her child was in danger, and she
thought more of her daughter than she did of
her own feelings.
Your soul is in danger and Christ and the
church are the only places where safety can be
found. Do you think more of your soul than
your feelings? If so, then like the woman, you
would let no one drive you away because your
feelings have been wounded.
The Second Test
The silence of Christ was only her first test.
Most would not have passed the first test, but
very few would pass the second test. When
Christ did not answer, His disciples struck at
her feelings and they said, “Send her away;
for she crieth after us” (15:23). Certainly, this
should have been enough to send her away
with wounded feelings, but did she leave? No,
her need was too great to let Christ’s disciples

stand in her way. She would not let them rob
her of blessings she needed.
Suppose the next time you come to the assembly the elders should say, “Send him away,
he annoys us.” Would you leave or stay? If
you, like this woman, knew your needs and
why you came, you would remain in spite of
what they said. If you turned back because
your feelings were hurt would you not be
the one to lose?
Of course, God would not be pleased with
the actions of any who would try to turn you
away, but their actions would not justify your
quitting. If you should let this cause you to
quit the church, what condition would your
soul be in? All who know anything about the
Bible, know that they would be lost if they
quit the church.
The Third Test
This woman, having passed these two tests,
had more to face yet. Jesus said to her, “I am
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel” (15:24). What would you do it
someone should say the blessings of the Lord
are not for you? Would you get all ruffled
up and leave? Not this woman. “Then came
she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help
me” (15:25). How many of us could worship
under such circumstances? Would we get as
“mad as an old wet hen” and refuse to stay,
much less worship. But should we give up?
Is it more important that we obey the Gospel and serve the Lord in the church or run
home with our feelings hurt?
The Fourth Test
She had one more test to pass. Would it
hurt her feelings and drive her away? Jesus said, “It is not meet to take the children’s

♦

♦

♦

bread, and to cast it to dogs” (15:26). Not
many of us would have carried the conversation far enough to have heard this statement.
What would we have done? What would you
do it someone called you a dog? Most of us
would think this would be enough to justify our getting to heaven without ever passing
by the church again. This woman simply said,
“Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs”
(15:27).
This woman obtained the mercy she sought.

Was it worth it? It would have been easy to
let her feelings rob her and her daughter of
the healing she desired and needed. When we
meet God in judgment, will we have let our
feelings rob us of that plaudit, “Well done”?
We tell the world we walk by faith not
feelings. What are you walking by? Are you
a quitter because you have had your feelings
hurt? Are you walking by faith, even though
your feelings have been hurt?
Deceased

Lies and Deceptions
Philip Smith

Satan was the first liar. His lie separated
Adam and Eve from their beautiful home in
Eden (Gen. 3:22-24) and from God Himself
(2:16-17; Isa. 59:2; Eph. 2:1). Liars are the
children of the Devil (John 8:44) and not the
children of God, for God is a God of truth
(Deu. 32:4; Tit. 1:2).
To lie is to deceive. The Psalmist wrote:
Who shall ascend into the hill of the
Lord? Or who shall stand in his holy
place? He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; Who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, Nor sworn deceitfully (Psa. 24: 3-4).
Deceit is placed among sins such as fornication, envy, murder, malignity, backbiting,
and disobedience to parents (Rom. 1:29-32).
Moses warned the Israelites that they should
not steal, deal falsely, nor lie one to another
(Lev. 19:11). The Corinthians were rebuked
because they defrauded one another (1 Cor.
6:8).
Revelation is very clear that no liar shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but will be

cast into the lake of fire and brimstone (Rev.
21:7-8).
Let us walk honestly as in the day that we
might, when this life is over, enter into that
eternal home of the soul.
Denton, TX
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America’s Bible Roots
Dub McClish

Dark forces in our nation are waging a
powerful crusade to obliterate any connection between the founding of our nation and
the Bible. That the men who wrote our Bill
of Rights and Constitution—and who were
among its earliest office-holders—were men
who believed in God, in Jesus as His Son, and
in the Bible as Divine revelation is simply a
matter of fact. Only dishonest or grossly ignorant men will deny this historical fact, as the
following illustrations attest:
• Patrick Henry, famous for declaring,
“Give me liberty or give me death,”
also said: “It cannot be emphasized too
strongly or too often that this great nation was founded not by religionists, but
by Christians; not on religion, but on
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
• Thomas Jefferson wrote in his Bible: “I
am a Christian, that is to say a disciple of

the doctrines of Jesus. I have little doubt
that our whole country will soon be rallied to the unity of our Creator and, I
hope, to the pure doctrine of Jesus also.”
• George Washington was a devout believer in God and the Bible. He stated
in his famous “Farewell Speech”: “It is
impossible to govern the world without
God and the Bible. Of all the dispositions and habits that lead to political
prosperity, our religion and morality are
the indispensable supporters.”
• James Madison, principal author of our
Constitution, said: “We have staked the
whole future of our new nation, not
upon the power of government; far from
it. We have staked the future of all our
political constitutions upon the capacity
of each of ourselves to govern ourselves
according to the moral principles of the

Ten Commandments.”
• John Adams, our second president, once
addressed military leaders as follows:
“Our constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any
other.”
• John Jay, first Supreme Court Chief Justice, later, president of the American Bible Society, wrote in 1816: “Providence
has given to our people the choice of
their rulers, and it is the duty, as well
as the privilege and interest, of our

Christian Nation to select and prefer
Christians for their rulers.”
• All 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence believed in the God of the
Bible, as evidenced by their numerous
positive references to Him.
The evidence of the faith in God, the Bible, and Jesus that guided the principles our
Founding Fathers built into our Constitution
is massive. Unlike so many moderns, they understood that “Righteousness exalteth a nation” (Pro. 14:34).
Denton, TX

“Ask, and It Shall Be Given You”
Brad Green

From our youth, we have been taught
the importance of asking questions. Parents,
teachers, and preachers have many times
proclaimed that “there is no such thing as a
dumb question,” or “the only dumb question
is the one that you do not ask.” In preaching
school, I and my fellow students were trained
to ask questions. We were taught the power
of an honest, properly worded, precisely stated “true or false” question in ascertaining and
teaching the Truth. Jesus often employed the
use of questions to teach. Jesus asked the chief
priests and elders of the people about the baptism of John—“whence was it? from heaven,
or of men?” (Mat. 21:25) and asked His own
disciples, “what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”
(Mark 8:36). Jesus was not a troublemaker,
but His questions made some in His audience
“uneasy” and continue to cause “trouble” for
many still today.

For this cause, many are seeking the demise of the question. Those who ask questions are being labeled as labelers, marked as
markers, and persecuted as persecutors. Many
who fear these attacks have chosen to not ask
questions. Even those with “honest and good”
hearts (Luke 8:15) are becoming more and
more scared that by asking a single question,
their reputation can be marred. I fear a day
when so many will refuse to answer any questions given them and so many are afraid to ask
needed questions for fear of retribution that
the truth or falsity of some things may be almost impossible to ascertain. In response to
Jesus’ question about John’s baptism, the chief
priests and elders
reasoned with themselves, saying,
If we shall say, From heaven; he will
say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? But if we shall say, Of men;
we fear the people; for all hold John

as a prophet. And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell (Mat.
21:25-27).
If people become afraid to ask questions
and the questions that are asked only receive
a “we cannot tell,” how will anyone be able
to tell anything from another? How miserable will it be to know that we can know a certain thing to be true if we have the facts but

A Little Boy’s First Bible
A little boy’s first Bible
Is the sweetest thrill he’s known;
There’s a sweet, unique excitement
In a Bible all his own!
And yet my heart is smitten
As this touching sight I see—
Has his reverence for his Bible
Depended much on me?
As I see him with his Bible,
I bow my head and pray—
May he always love the Bible
The way he does today.
Then I hear a voice within me
Speak in solemn words and true;
How he cherishes that Bible
Will depend a lot on you!
I love my Bible better
Since I’ve seen the beaming joy
This wonderful possession
Has afforded to my boy.
May I seek to give mine daily
A devotion he can see,
For the love he bears his Bible
Will depend a lot on me.
Author Unknown

because we are afraid to ask for them (or because we are demeaned for asking) the facts
are hidden. Matters of doctrine and salvation
can always be known as long as we have the
Bible (John 8:31-32), but is it possible that,
with such disdain for questions, even the nonChristian could be taught to “do as I say” rather than ask “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18), or “what doth hinder
me to be baptized” (Acts 8:36)? In the eyes of
many already, it is unchristian to give a test to
(or “try”) individuals to determine “whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
Jesus commended the church at Ephesus for
testing them “which say they are apostles, and
are not, and hast found them liars” (Rev. 2:2);
will He not commend us for doing the same
thing?
Dear brethren and friends, never be afraid
or ashamed to ask questions. When asked
a question, “be ready always to give an answer” (1 Pet. 3:15). Jesus says, “love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength” (Mark 12:30), and “seek the Lord, if
haply they [you] might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of
us” (Acts 17:27).
Lenoir City, TN
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“By Grace Are Ye Saved Through Faith” (Eph. 2:8-10)
Jerry C. Brewer

The Gospel system of justification is one of
grace on God’s part and faith on man’s part. So
the Gospel—the message of grace and faith—
is that which reveals God’s grace and produces
obedient faith in those who accept it. It was
through the free gift of Christ that God’s grace
was manifested to the world, but it is through
the faith of man that His grace is applied to
our souls. The plan of salvation is singular, but
consists of two parts—God’s and man’s.
So far as God’s grace is concerned, He has
done everything He is going to do to bring
about our salvation. His plan to save the race
of man was purposed from eternity, executed
in the birth, life, death, burial, resurrection,
ascension, and coronation of Jesus Christ, and
revealed to man by the Holy Spirit through
Christ’s apostles in the first century. His purpose was carried out—Christ died once for
sin (Heb. 9:27), and everything necessary for

man to know about God’s plan of salvation
has already been revealed by the Holy Spirit
(Jude 3; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Tit. 2:11-12). Note
the past tense of Titus 2:11: “For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men.” God has completed His work in
saving man, His grace has been revealed and
there is nothing more He will do.
As the prime cause of salvation, God willed
it according to His eternal purpose (Eph. 3:711). As the sacrificial cause of salvation, Christ
freely gave Himself for our sins (Rom. 5:6-8).
As the procuring cause, His blood purchased
us from sin (Acts 20:28; 1 John 2:2; Eph. 1:7).
As the revealing cause, the Holy Spirit miraculously guided the apostles into all truth (John
14:26; 16:13) and revealed the mystery—or
plan—of salvation through them (Eph. 3:3,
5). As the instrumental cause of salvation,
the Gospel which was revealed by the Spirit

brought life and immortality to light (2 Tim.
1:10), and is God’s power to save. Since God
has done all this, that leaves man with the responsibility of availing himself of God’s grace
and that must be done “by faith.”
It is by faith that man appropriates the
grace of God and receives salvation. That was
Paul’s argument in Galatians 3:6 when he
said, “Even as Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him for righteousness.” Notice that Paul does not say “Abraham believed
in God,” but that, “Abraham believed God.”
When Moses disobeyed God’s instruction to
speak to the rock at Kadesh and struck it twice
with his rod, God told him he would not enter Canaan, “Because ye believed me not, to
sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel” (Num. 20:12). Moses believed in God,
but did not believe God. One may profess belief in God, but if one does not obey God, he
is an unbeliever and, in this sense, Moses was
an unbeliever.
Faith in God is not mere mental assent to
His existence, but a willingness to do whatever
God says. That is amply illustrated in Hebrews
11. The faith of those worthies listed there was
one which moved them to action. “By faith
Abel offered” (Heb. 11:4). God told Abel what
to offer, and Abel did what God told him, for

“faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Likewise, “By
faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his house” (Heb. 11:7). By
His grace (Gen. 6:8) God instructed Noah to
build an ark, and gave him the specifications
for it. By faith, Noah obeyed and built the ark
according to God’s instructions and it was said
of him, “Thus did Noah; according to all that
God commanded him, so did he” (6:22). That
was acting “by faith.” So it was with Abraham’s faith. He heard God’s voice and acted
upon the commands God gave him. Thus,
“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness” (Gal. 3:6). Faith
is doing what God says because God says to
do it. No other kind of faith is acceptable to
God, and no other kind of faith will make one
righteous.
Elk City, OK
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The Whole Duty of Man
Bruce Stulting

Curiosity is one of man’s greatest characteristics. Although curiosity is said to have “killed
the cat,” it has led man to some of his greatest discoveries. The interest in the unknown
and unusual has inspired man to investigate

many aspects of his own nature. It has caused
man to ask questions like, “What is the origin
of man?”, “Why am I here?”, and “Where am
I going?” The second of these questions is the
focus of this study.

Solomon was blessed by God with special
wisdom (1 Kin. 4:29). In Ecclesiastes, Solomon directed his great wisdom to the study of
the purpose of man. After his thorough investigation, he stated:
Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man (Ecc. 12:13).
The importance of Solomon’s conclusion is
revealed in the very next verse:
For God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be
evil (12:14).
Similarly, Paul stated:
For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad (2 Cor.
5:10).
Even death will not keep one from the
judgment. Jesus assures us:
Marvel not at this: for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in

the graves shall hear his voice, And
shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto
the resurrection of damnation (John
5:28-29).
In light of the judgment, Paul said, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:11).
Knowing of the judgment to come ought
to motivate us to carefully consider our purpose in life. Remember, the whole duty of
man is to “Fear God, and keep his commandments” (Ecc. 12:13). Those willing to fulfill
the duty for which they were created, will prioritize their lives (Mat. 6:33). Paul understood
this and demonstrated it in his own life. He
summed up his view of life when he said, “For
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phi.
1:21). Because of his great devotion, at the
end of his life, Paul could say, “I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). We must all live
for Christ. After all, it is the whole duty of
man!
Huntsville, TX

Talk or Do?
Leroy Brownlow

Do! Perform! All talk and no accomplishment makes one a swaggering breath waster. It
is a shame the tongue does not tire as easily as
the limbs and back. What a disgrace for there
to be more go in the tongue than there is in
the feet. Man is like a watch: what he says does
not amount to anything, if he never moves. A
man’s action tells us of his insides and of how

wound up he is—tells us more than what he
says. Let us act, therefore, to bring our deeds
in keeping with our words. The soul of the
sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the
soul of the diligent is richly supplied (Pro.
13:4). In all labor there is profit, but mere talk
of the lips tends only to poverty (14:23).
Deceased
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Some Personal Concerns Regarding Public Prayers
Charles Pogue

In the articles that I have been writing and
distributing lately, I have tried to focus primarily on teaching. Today’s article is a little
different. I want to address a matter that has
been a growing concern for me for some time.
I am talking about the prayers that are offered
in our public assemblies.
Although “thy kingdom come,” was included in the model prayer that Jesus taught in the
Sermon on the Mount (Mat. 6:10), and that
kingdom has now come, the Lord gives us a
broad outline in that prayer for what the content of our prayers should include. We should
begin our prayers recognizing the greatness
of the Father to whom we are praying. Some
never use the word, Father, at all. They repeat,
Lord, over and over (which He is), but I cannot help but wonder if there is some confusion on their part as to whom they are addressing in their prayers.

Jesus shows us that there should be spiritual content in our prayers, and petitions, including ones for both spiritual and material
matters. Of course, many times later, such as
in Philippians 1:4, we learn that we are to pray
for one another. We are also instructed to pray
with thanksgiving (Phi. 4:6; Col. 4:2).
Some of the prayers offered in our public
worship services suggest there is either an ignorance of what prayers should be, very little
thought and preparation going into them, or
there is not much attention paid in the lives
of some of those leading us regarding spiritual things. By that, I mean, there are a lot
of prayers offered in the worship service today that have little or no reference to spiritual
concerns. I am quickly concluding that just
as there are those who are not spiritually mature enough to teach a class, for instance, neither are they mature enough to lead in public

prayers. Maybe there should be some growth
before they are called upon. The worst thing
about that, though, is that some of those men
have been members of the church for forty
years or longer.
It seems reverence is missing from a lot of
public prayers, as well. When I was a small
boy, no more than six or seven years old, I remember to this day, the prayers led by one of
our elders, brother J.C. Berry. The solemn reverence that one could hear in the prayers he
offered, made the praying in the assembly, a
truly worshipful thing. Today, some who are
called upon to lead the prayers hurry through
them as quickly as they can, and all one hears
is the desire to get that part of the service
over with. We are not saying that the prayers
should be overly long, and certainly not minisermons. However, one would think there
should be more than twenty or thirty seconds
of content.
I once heard an opening prayer in a worship
service that went like this, “Father watch out
for our first responders, in Jesus name Amen.”
That was it. Many of the prayers offered in the
worship service thank God for allowing us to
be there. No, He commands us to be there,
brethren. In most public prayers, there are petitions for the sick, and that is about all. Sure,
we are to pray for those who are ill, but what
about praying for those who need to come to
repentance for drifting away from the faith, or
the brother who is being overcome by temptation. I hope it is different in the congregation
where you are a member, but one of the problems in many places is that there is so little
content in public prayers regarding spiritual
things and concerns.

How one can ever offer a prayer at what we
might refer to as a general occasion to pray, either in a private or public setting, and not include thanksgiving for the sacrifice of Christ,
for the inspired Word God has revealed, and
petitions for the church is quite puzzling.
Some prayers, we realize are to be specific
in nature. Many even fail in that responsibility. Recently, a brother had the assignment to
offer the prayer for the fruit of the vine during
the Lord’s Supper, but never mentioned the
cup nor the blood of which it is a memorial.
When a man is called upon to lead a prayer
in the worship assembly, rest assured, the prayer
he leads tells you something about where he
is at in his spiritual growth, and something
about his private prayer life, as well. It may be
that the admonition, “Pray without ceasing”
(1 The. 5:17) has been ignored.
Admittedly, this article does not cover all
the issues that we need to consider when it
comes to public prayers. However, a general
discussion was not what was on my mind, but
rather some things that have been called to my
attention recently by the prayers I have heard.
A general conclusion, rightly or wrongly, that I draw from many of the prayers that
are offered in the public assembly is that the
church is in a lot of trouble. Pray and various
forms of it appear hundreds of times in the Bible. It is a crucial activity for the child of God,
and one that we should give much attention
to as to content, whether it is in our private or
public praying. I am not sure that attention is
being given to it as it ought to be.
Beeville, TX
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We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be 27
lessons presented and three open forums:
Lessons On
The Church in the Eternal Purpose of God
The Church as Seen by the Prophets
The Church as Seen by the Prophets
The Church as Seen by the Prophets
Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
The Church Established
The Church Identified
The Church Indestructible
The Church Its Eternal Destiny
The Church and Self-Discipline
The Church and Its Worship
The Church and Its Salvation
The All Sufficiency of the Church
The Church and Denominationalism

The Militant Churchr
The Mission of the Church
Are We Going to Take the Backbone Out of
the Church
The Fellowship of the Church
Organization in the Church
Three Divine Institutions
Christ and the Church
The Church and Morals
The Church and Its Preaching
The Church and Liberalism
What’s Right with the Church
Resolving Conflicts in the Church
The Church Walking Before God

All of the lessons will be available in spiral-book form as well as on the Bellview Lectures CD.
Check out our web site at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

“All Sinners May Leave”

One Saturday Mr. Moody was visiting in
the home of a fellow minister. Mr. Moody was
asked to preach for his friend, but he was told
that some members had gotten into the habit
of leaving before the meeting was ended. “If
that is all,” said Mr. Moody, “I must preach
for you tomorrow.”
When Mr. Moody opened his sermon he
looked around the assembly and said, “Brethren, I am going to preach to two sorts of

people today—saints and sinners! Sinners,
I am going to give you your portion first, so
please pay close attention.” After preaching a
few minutes, he paused and said, “I have finished with you sinners, you may now leave.
I will now give the saints their own portion
of today’s lesson.” Everybody stayed until he
ended the meeting!
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Nancy Travis
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Elward Brantley
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

Prayers Requested

Fred & Velma Mohr (Cathy Beck’s
aunt and uncle; in the death of their
son)
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
March 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
March 19
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Disney—Still Promoting Perversion
Lee Moses

The Walt Disney Company has a long history of advocacy for homosexuality. Ellen,
broadcast on their television network ABC,
made history when its main character came
out as lesbian. Their show Relativity pushed
the boundaries to what became “the most passionate lesbian sexual encounter so far on network TV.” Disney’s ESPN, which was once a
24-hour sports network, now devotes quite a
bit of its airtime to promoting liberal causes,
including homosexuality. Countless families
over the years who made the mistake of planning a trip to Disney World in late May to
early June were shocked to find they had arrived during Disney World’s “gay days,” an annual event which Disney boasts as “the world’s
most popular gay and lesbian celebration.”
Several years ago, one often heard of numerous boycotts of Disney provoked by their immoral advocacy. Perhaps some may have been

wondering, “I haven’t heard too much about
Disney in that regard lately. Have they backed
off their perverted position?” Sadly, the answer appears to be, “Not one bit.”
As last Wednesday’s [March 4, 2017] headline from the New York Daily News reads,
“ ‘Beauty and the Beast’ to make history this
month as Disney’s first film to feature openly gay character.” The director of this remake
of an old classic describes its homosexual subplot involving two male characters, LeFou and
Gaston:
LeFou is somebody who on one day
wants to be Gaston and on another day wants to kiss Gaston.… He’s
confused about what he wants…It’s
somebody who’s just realizing that he
has these feelings and Josh [the actor
playing LeFou—LM] makes something really subtle and delicious out
of it, and that’s what has its pay-off

at the end.… But it is a nice, exclusively gay moment in a Disney movie
(Schroeder).
He added:
The studio is sending out a message
that this is normal and natural—and
this is a message that will be heard
in every country of the world, even
countries where it’s still socially unacceptable or even illegal to be gay
(Desiree).
What God calls “abomination,” “vile,”
“against nature,” and “unseemly,” the Disney
studio wants to send a deceitful message to the
world that “this is normal and natural” (Lev.
18:22; Rom. 1:26-27).
The editor-in-chief of a homosexual magazine calls this a “landmark moment” for the
homosexual movement. He states:
It’s only a first step towards creating a
cinematic world that reflects the one
in which many of us are now proud to
live.… In doing so hopefully helping
to change attitudes and bring about
real social progress (Schroeder).
He believes that this movie is going to help
other movies more closely reflect the world in
which homosexuals are “now proud to live”—
that world of sodomy, sleeping around, sexually transmitted diseases, and utter abandonment of morality—this where those behind
this movie are hoping it helps to lead.
This is not all that Disney is presently up
to on the cutting edge of immorality. Just last
week, Disney aired its first ever same sex kissing scene in Star vs. The Forces of Evil, a children’s cartoon aired on channel Disney XD.
And there are suggestions that Disney intends
to push the envelope further and further.

According to an article in the U.K. Daily Mail,
“Directors of Disney Pixar move Moana have
also hinted that the company are opening up
to the possibility of their very first LGBT +
Disney princess” (Cliff).
One would think that children’s cartoons
and children’s movies would be safe-haven
from such perversion. However, based on Disney’s own comments, this is very deliberate—
they intend to desensitize young people to immoral conduct so it can be normalized. But it
will never be normalized in the all-seeing eyes
of God, and if the righteous are to remain so,
they must never let themselves be indifferent
to immorality. Christians and their children
need to avoid this remake of Beauty and the
Beast and the television show Star vs. The Forces of Evil. Additionally, they need to be very
wary of Disney in general, because they have
made it very clear that they intend to continue
promoting perversion.
Works Cited
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Ananias and Sapphira
Winfred Clark

These are two people whose names appear in your New Testament. They appear on
one page of the Bible, but they tell us several
things. You will find them and their conduct
described in Acts 5:1-10. What do we learn
from these folks?
1. Human weakness in the church
does not mean the church is not the
church. Yes, one could say that these
were in the church. Yes, one could say
that they sinned. Yes, one could say that
what they did was wrong. Yes, such was
condemned by the Lord. Yet, the church
was still the church. It is divine origin,
ordinances, and organization were still
intact. This is true in spite of the human
element we may find within the church.
One did not need to turn to the sects of
that day just because of the human element. One did not need to compromise
with the denominational world just because these two had gone wrong. There
were still some folks that had not done
what they did. The church was still there
after they were dead and gone (5:11).
2. Those who should be a blessing to us
can sometimes be a curse. Would you
not say this was true in this case? Here
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is a husband and wife that should have
been a great help to one another. They
should have been a good influence on
one another. But, this is not the case.
We find no indication that either was a
deterrent to the other in sin. If one of
these had been stronger, what a blessing that would have been. Both of these
might have been saved from the awful
fate that was theirs.
3. People may want honor without paying the price. Yes, the thing that motivated them to give may have been what
Barnabas gave. That would surely be admired by all who had occasion to know
about it. If they are seeking the respect
Barnabas enjoyed, then they are going
to have to pay the price that Barnabas
would pay. He would give all the money
obtained from the sale. Yes, they could
have kept a part as long as they did not
represent it as being all. They wanted
what Barnabas had without this.
People will invest a lifetime of honor and
virtuous conduct into a life. This will cause
them to be respected by those who know them
best. This is often wanted by others, but who
are not willing to live such lives. Such respect
can never be enjoyed for they are not willing
to live those kinds of lives.
This man and his wife teach us many lessons that could help us to be better and help
us appreciate the church more and more each
day that we live.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Nancy Travis
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Elward Brantley
Paul Brantley
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
April 2
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

Website

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

http://www.bellviewcoc.com

Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/
BellviewCoC

YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

BEACON
Vol. XLVII / No. 13
March 26, 2018
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

“Are you a Disciple Under-Developed (D.U.D.)?”
Gary W. Summers

1. True—False. “I care more about what a
congregation has to offer me and my family
than what all of us can bring to the church.”
If you honestly answered true, have you ever
thought that, perhaps, your attitude leans toward selfishness? The church consists of members who are people just like you. If everyone
had the attitude that you have, there would
be no programs of any kind because everybody would be waiting for someone else to
do something. The only way anything gets
done is through volunteers who have a commitment to their Lord and to the well-being
of the local congregation. By working together, we function as the body of Christ should
(1 Cor. 12:12-27).
2. True—False. “If there are not any children that are my children’s age, I will try to
find a larger congregation.” If everyone had
the same attitude, would that not pretty much

insure that small congregations would remain
small and large congregations would stay large?
Have you ever thought that if you stayed with
your family, the next family who came would
be more likely to stay since your children were
there? If no one takes the first step to build up
the youth population, how will it ever happen? Have you not thought of the idea that
you could work to bring other young people
who know your children? Your family could
be a catalyst rather than a disappointment.
3. True—False. “I make encouraging comments to others to help build them up and
keep my negative comments to myself.” If that
is false, you are not helping. It is not that there
is no need for constructive criticism. Taking
people aside to vent your complaints does not
contribute to the esprit de corps of the congregation, and it makes you look bad. “I didn’t
like the song leading today,” “the prayer was

too long,” or “the sermons just don’t move
me” may indicate that the crux of the problem is with you—not those leading in worship. Have you thought about making a positive suggestion to any of the leaders instead of
whispering behind their backs?
4. True—False. “People in the congregation don’t pay enough attention to me.” If you
answered true, why is that, do you suppose?
How often have you made an encouraging
phone call to other brethren? Have you prepared food for others when they were ill or visited them in the hospital? Have you offered to
mow someone’s lawn while he was recovering
from a sprained ankle or broken leg? Have you
asked yourself why you expect to receive kindness if you have never shown any (Pro. 18:24)?
5. True—False. “I am more of a positive
influence than a problem.” If you can be depended upon each week to be present for worship and to participate in the various activities

of the congregation (unless illness prevents
you), may your tribe increase. If it is false,
should you not determine to do better? People
should not have to leave worship each week
wondering where brother absent or sister sluggish are. Elders must give account for the souls
of the members. Do you make it easy or difficult for them (Heb. 13:17)? If they were discussing your absence, would they be saying,
“We’d better call him immediately; he never
misses worship” or “That’s the third absence
this month; what else is new?” Are you an asset or a liability?
Winter Park, FL
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“Aaron Held His Peace”—Bless Him!
Bill Jackson

The last sentence in Leviticus 10:3 stamps
the man Aaron as one of the heroes of the Bible. We tend to remember Aaron as priest,
and even that is often overshadowed by our
remembrance of the making of the golden calf
(Exo. 32). But here, in Leviticus 10, we come
to a crisis in the man’s life—a crisis involving
his own family. There is no reason to suppose
anything other than that Aaron felt all the fatherly pride any of us would feel in seeing our
sons follow in our steps in the work of God.
We thus can safely measure Aaron by ourselves, but I am persuaded that by the record

here, Aaron rises above many, many others.
His sons are remembered by their offering
unto God strange fire, which had not been
commanded by the Lord. God’s displeasure
was then seen in the fire which came down
from above, devouring them then and there.
There, at the place of worship, rather than being blessed, they died. The manner of their
sins and the manner of their deaths cause
them to be remembered to this good day, and
what a horrible sight to their father! What a
hurtful memory remained until his dying day!
Here, the hero emerges. “And Aaron held

his peace!” It would have been easy to turn
and rebuke the Lord. Just a very little of the
wrong kind of thinking would have caused
Aaron to cry out that God was too harsh, too
cruel, too impatient, and too narrow in the

How to Listen to a
Sermon

Do not be a criticizing listener. The
minister makes mistakes as well as you;
if he were perfect, he would not be here.
Do not be a sermon fitter, trying to fit
the sermon to someone else. If the sermon does not fit you, let your neighbor
fit it to himself.
Do not be a sermon taster…The sermon is not intended to be pleasing to
your aesthetic nature or your hobbies, but
to leave you a better person.
Listen with a mind prepared by prayer
and expectation. Listen with a humble
mind. Let the searching light of the gospel reveal the need of your heart. Listen
with an open mind. You may disagree
with the sermon, but remember, one of
the functions of a true sermon is to disturb your complacency. Listen with a
prayerful attitude.
A sermon conceived in prayer, meeting
with sympathetic, humble, cooperative
minds, will be used as seeds sown upon
soul watered by the Spirit, springing up
into life many fold.
Author Unknown

matter of worship requirements. However,
Aaron held his peace! No flying in the face of
God. No chastisements to offer. No attempt
at justification of his sons. No criticism of the
Law. No reviling of God’s judgment. Aaron
held his peace!
We all know that one of the bars to discipline, on every level, is the family tie. Many
have been those congregations whose efforts
at discipline were thwarted because of the offender’s family and their justification of him.
Even short of disfellowshipping of a guilty party, regular day-to-day discipline in the way of
rebuke, reproof, and admonishment is sometimes rendered ineffective due to the family tie being placed above our tie with heaven. A move in this direction begins as soon as
thoughts run to the prominence of the family, how generous they may be in their giving,
the position some of the family may hold in
the church, and “how are they going to take
it?” It may well be that they will not take it
as Aaron did, but they should! Aaron held his
peace, and he took it, because he knew what
was right! He held his peace because he knew
right needed to be done! He held his peace because he knew his sons were wrong! He held
his peace because he valued God’s favor above
any earthly consideration, even family.
May you and I, and our families so live that
we shall not be brought to the crossroad that
confronted Aaron. He termed the unpleasantness as “such things as have befallen me” (Lev.
10:19). But should that time come, may we
face up to God’s will as did he. Bless him; he
“held his peace!”
Deceased
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Paul Brantley
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Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
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Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
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Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
April 2
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p.m., in the zone room.
April 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
April 15
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
April 16
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
April 29
Fifth Sunday Dinner; singing and a
devotional service at 1:00 pm.
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Where Was Nicodemus?
Roelf L. Ruffner

Then the high priest rent his clothes,
and saith, What need we any further
witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death
(Mark 14:63-64).
The above verses reflect one of the greatest tragedies in history—the illegal trial of Jesus Christ and His illegal condemnation by
the ancient Jewish council or the Sanhedrin.
These learned and respected men of Judaism
rejected the prophesied Messiah whom they
publicly yearned for. Moments before the
high priest Caiaphas had publicly asked Jesus,
“Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”
(14:61). Without hesitancy Jesus had replied,
“I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting
on the right hand of power, and coming in the
clouds of heaven” (14:62).
I have always had respect for Nicodemus.
He was a “ruler of the Jews” (John 3:1) or a

member of the Sanhedrin whom Jesus referred
to as “a master of Israel” (3:10). One night he
spoke with Jesus in an honest exchange, not
trying to entrap Jesus as other Pharisees did.
He defended Jesus before the Jewish chief
priests and the Pharisees when they tried to
get the temple police to arrest him at the Feast
of Unleavened Bread. “Doth our law judge
any man, before it hear him, and know what
he doeth?” (7:51). They showered contempt
upon his defense of Jesus. Nicodemus was apparently a secret disciple, like Joseph of Arimathaea (19:38).
Did Nicodemus speak up for Jesus at the
trial before the Sanhedrin? Did he say “amen”
when Jesus declared His Sonship before this
kangaroo court? Or did Nicodemus consider Jesus’ confession blasphemous as Caiaphas
did? The Bible is silent. Yet the word all (Mark
14:64) is ominous. It suggests that he at least

was silent during the proceedings. It may
be that Nicodemus did agree with Caiaphas
when he tore his clothing in utter rejection of
what Jesus had said (cf. Ezra 9:3). If this is a
correct interpretation of the Biblical narrative
the question remains “Why?”
Perhaps he thought Jesus was a prophet but
not the Messiah.
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do
these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him (John 3:2).
Many Jews in Jesus’ day hoped He was the
Messiah. Their concept of the Messiah was the
proverbial man on a white horse who would
relieve them from Roman occupation and
lead Israel back to the golden age of David and
Solomon. They wanted a political Messiah.
When Jesus therefore perceived that
they would come and take him by
force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself
alone (6:15—after the feeding of the
5,000).
Even His apostles leaned toward this view.
Their view of Christ was shattered when He
was arrested and crucified. Even at His ascension into Heaven their views of the Christ and
His kingdom were befuddled.
When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying,
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel? (Acts
1:6).
Nicodemus may have seen this man he
once admired, bound and humiliated, as anything but the Messiah of his dreams.
Millions today are disappointed in the
Christ. They expect a Savior who will overlook

their transgressions and grant their every request. But when they read and hear the words
of the Master in the New Testament, they
back away from Him.
And he said to them all, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me (Luke 9:23).
Nicodemus may have been overwhelmed
by the opposition to Jesus. Here was the high
priest Caiaphas and many others loudly opposing this man from Galilee. This is why
many turned away from full allegiance to Jesus of Nazareth during His ministry.
Nevertheless among the chief rulers
also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not
confess him, lest they should be put
out of the synagogue: For they loved
the praise of men more than the praise
of God (John 12:42-43).
In our own day some brethren’s allegiance
to the Lord is “a mile wide and an inch deep.”
When false doctrine or church politics or fellowship issues raise their ugly heads they check
to see which way the wind is blowing before
taking a stand, if they take a stand.
Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels (Mark
8:38).
The last we hear of Nicodemus is when he
joins with Joseph retrieving Jesus’ body from
the cross and burying it in a new tomb. He
even brought seventy-five pounds of expensive
aromatic burial spices to anoint the body. This

was a bold public move which probably alienated him from the Sanhedrin. I like to think
that Nicodemus went on and believed the
apostles’ witness of the resurrection of Jesus,
repented and was baptized for the remission
of his sins on the Day of Pentecost.
Dear reader what about our faith in the
Son of God? Is it unbelieving when we get to
the “rough stuff” in New Testament Christianity? Do we follow the whims and opinions
of men rather than the words of the Master? It

is easy to beat our chests and declare our love
for the Lord when things are going well, but
what about when we face the challenges and
fears of this life?
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it (Mat. 7:13-14).
Columbia, TN

Vain Repetitions
Guy N. Woods

Prayers pleasing to God need not be
lengthy and must not be filled with “vain repetitions.” The Lord taught His disciples to
avoid this common error of the Pharisees who,
He said, use “vain repetitions, as the heathen
do: for they think that they shall be heard for
their much speaking” (Mat. 6:7). The efficacy
in prayer is not dependent on the number of
words used, or the eloquence of the speaker
who chooses them.
One of the most poignant and impressive
prayers in the Bible has in it only two words!
David, facing formidable enemies, deeply
troubled, uncertain what course would be best
for him to follow and fully aware of his own
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inability to resolve his problems, cried out,
“Help, Lord” (Psa. 12:1). This was no time
for speech-making to God!
All who face trials in life—and eventually
all do—can fully empathize with the embattled Psalmist, and recall those painful occasions when in turning to the Lord, there was
the sobering realization that there was no one
else to whom to turn. The Bible abounds with
these wonderful and precious assurances to the
faithful. “All things work together for good to
them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). “As thy day
is, so shall thy strength be” (Deu. 33:25). “My
grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9).
When sin-stricken, burdened, and weary,
From bondage I longed to be free,
There came to my heart the sweet message:
“My grace is sufficient for thee.”
Though tempted and sadly discouraged,
My soul to this refuge will flee,
And rest in the blessed assurance:
“My grace is sufficient for thee.”
Deceased
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Why I Attend Worship Services Sunday Night
(or Afternoon)
Jess Whitlock

Far too many Christians go through life
feeling that if they can just make it to “Sunday morning worship” they are then covered
for the week. Therefore, we only occasionally, if ever, see them for the Sunday night opportunity of worship. It is almost certain you
will not see them for Wednesday Bible classes,
or during a Gospel meeting/lectureship. Let
me tell you why I attend worship on Sunday
night:
It Is Still the Lord’s Day Worship!
And upon the first day of the week,
when we were gathered together to
break bread, Paul discoursed with
them, intending to depart on the
morrow; and prolonged his speech
until midnight (Acts 20:7).
What if the preacher goes ten minutes’
overtime on Sunday morning? In the minds of

some, that is grounds to fire the preacher. John
wrote, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”
(Rev. 1:10). All day long it is the Lord’s day,
not my day, not your day, but the Lord’s. The
Psalmist said, “I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord”
(Psa. 122:1—KJV). Some would rewrite the
Psalmist to say “I was sad” or “I was mad.”
Others Find It Possible!
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
service (Rom. 12:1).
It does require a sacrifice of time and effort
to attend the worship services of the church.
Have you noticed that when the weather is
bad there are always those who do attend? Is
it possible that others attend when they have

a headache? Do you think some attend even
when their show is on television, or their favorite team is playing? Jesus said:
But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you (Mat.
6:33—KJV).
The Lord Could Come!
“But of that day or that hour knoweth
no one, not even the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” (Mark 13:32).
If the Lord should return at the hour of worship on Sunday night, and you are not in worship, where do you suppose the Lord might
find you? How many are prepared if the Lord
should return on Sunday night? “Therefore
be ye also ready; for in an hour that ye think
not the Son of man cometh” (Mat. 24:44).
It must be the case that at least some of my

brethren are convinced that Jesus Christ could
not come on a Sunday night; so they will not
come either!
“But of that day and hour knoweth no one,
not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son,
but the Father only” (24:36). Paul has warned
all of us:
For we must all be made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that
each one may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he
hath done, whether it be good or bad
(2 Cor. 5:10).
One Final Thought and Question: “If the
Lord should return at the time of our evening opportunity of worship tonight, exactly where will he find you?”
Denison, TX

The Bible Is God’s Library
Nathan Brewer

The Bible will not help you much if you do
not know how to use it.
Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth (2 Tim. 2:15).
Part of the reason God’s Book is so misused
and so misunderstood is that people do not
handle it properly.
The Bible is one large book made up of 66
smaller books, and the first 39 of them comprise the Old Testament.
The Old Testament
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy contain the law that God gave
the Jews. The books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth,

First and Second Samuel, First and Second
Kings, First and Second Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther are histories that show the
trials and triumphs—mostly trials—of the Israelites, from conquering the promised land
of Canaan through the return from captivity
in ancient Babylon.
The next section is referred to as wisdom
literature. The books of Job through Song of
Solomon teach us about overcoming hardships, praising God, how to live to please God
and get along peacefully with others, the ultimate futility of this physical life, and the love
between a man and his wife.
Prophets were known for predicting the future. They did some of that, but their primary

purpose was to call the Jews to repent or face
the wrath of God. The books of Isaiah through
Malachi tell the story of how God’s spokesmen, the prophets, taught the Jews, warned
that God would send other nations to punish
them if they did not keep His law, and occasionally spoke of the coming Messiah and His
kingdom.
That is the Old Testament in a nutshell. The
accounts of creation, of God calling Abraham
to leave his home and establish a separate nation to work through, of the ups and downs of
Abraham’s descendants, the Israelites, of God
punishing His people through captivity, then
bringing them back to rebuild and start over
are thrilling. But more than that, it is essential
to understand how God’s plan flows through
these 39 books and into the set of documents
we call the New Testament.
The New Testament
Like the Old Testament, the 27 books of
the New Testament were written for different
reasons and provide us with different information to help us learn to follow Jesus.
The New Testament writers first have to
convince us that Jesus was who He said He
was, which is the purpose of the first four
books of the New Testament, the Gospels.
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John focus on the
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Lord’s miracles, His teaching and His claims.
These books lay the foundation for Christianity—they prove that Jesus is the Messiah
promised in the Old Testament, and that He
is God’s own Son.
By relating the death and resurrection of
Christ, the Gospels provide the good news
that salvation and eternal life are possible.
However, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
do not tell us how to benefit from this good
news. You see, at the end of these accounts,
Jesus tells the apostles to go into all the world
and tell everyone the good news. Nevertheless,
we have to wait for another account to see that
happen and to see how we are supposed to respond to this news.
Enter Acts. The apostles are filled with the
Holy Spirit, just as Jesus promised, and they
start preaching the death, resurrection, and
kingdom of Christ. They tell sinners how to
be saved for the first time. After years and
years of planning and preparation, the Gospel
is finally proclaimed.
Acts contains accounts of inspired apostles
and prophets telling sinners how to be saved.
It also gives us a history of the early church,
and it relates how Peter and then Paul took
the Gospel to the Gentiles in Asia Minor and
Europe.
The first four books of the New Testament
are not meant to tell sinners specifically how
to be saved, and neither are the epistles: Romans through Revelation. The Gospels lay the
foundation for belief in Christ. Acts tells sinners how to be saved and become a follower of
Christ. The epistles tell Christians how to live
as followers of Christ and how to stay saved.
Elk City, OK
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Things to Be Mindful of During
Our Worship Service and for Visitors
Johnny Oxendine

It does not really surprise me anymore to
hear a phone ring during a Sunday morning
class or even worship service. But I will admit
to being shocked when I heard a ringtone once
while I was preaching—and someone pulled
their telephone out and began a lengthy conversation in the back of the auditorium as if
they were on a street corner waiting for Uber.
That incident (among others) prompted me to think about what constituted rudeness during the worship service. You probably
can think of an avalanche of pent-up frustrations you have had about crinkly candy wrappers, smelly feet (yes, some people see nothing
wrong with taking off their shoes during the
service), unruly children, coffee-sippers, and
no doubt more.
Here then are some of the rudest things people do in church, perhaps without consideration

of the fact that we often have visitors among us:
1. Constantly talking (and whispering)
during a service.
2. Testing or surfing the web during a service. (One person has mentioned seeing people playing video games on their
phones.)
3. Sleeping—or snoring!—during a sermon (yes, we have even had that).
4. Clipping fingernails or toenails during
worship.
5. Answering a ringing phone in church.
6. Constantly getting up and leaving the
auditorium, presumably to use the
restroom.
7. Walking out of a service early, especially
during a prayer or invitation.
8. Letting babies cry incessantly in the
service.

9. Chewing or smacking gum. (One person said they were particularly annoyed
when people “chew gum like a goat,”
and I am really expecting someone to
blow a bubble soon.)
10. Overly public displays of affection. (One
person complained about a couple, who
may not even have been married, giving
each other back rubs during worship.)
God does not like it when people refuse
to focus their attention when He is talking.
He has called us to listen (to His Word). Moses told the Hebrews they would be blessed if
they listened to God’s commandments (Deu.
11:27—NASB). Solomon said that when we
come to God’s house we should “draw near to
listen [“be more ready to hear”] rather than to
offer the sacrifice of fools” (Ecc. 5:1).
Isaiah said that God awakened him “to listen as a disciple” (Isa. 50:4), while Jeremiah rebuked Israel because they “did not listen
or incline their ears” (Jer. 17:23). It is hard to
imagine anyone thinking that we can please
God or be His faithful followers if we do not
learn to listen in the worship service.
Everyone realizes that today we live in a
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distracted culture. We can be adequately described as sleep-deprived multitaskers. People
surf the web while watching television; some
people still attempt to text while driving; we
tweet while we work; we take calls when we are
meeting friends and having dinner. What, exactly, are we teaching our children?
Some people even crash into each other (or
fall into fountains in shopping malls) while
walking because they are too busy Googling (or
texting) to see another distracted Googler (texter) headed straight toward them.
People are so focused on everything that
they cannot focus on anything. I sometimes
wonder if the proliferation of fast food, sugary
drinks, movies on demand, “smart” phones,
and 24-hour news is not rewiring our brains
so we cannot focus on what is really important.
We are turning ourselves into media zombies
(Romero movies?).
I (of all people) am not bashing technology. But could we lose the art of discipleship if
we do not reclaim the habit of careful (actual) listening. That means when we come to the
church building, especially, we should not just
turn off our phones but also tune out (and put
away) all other distractions so we can focus on
what God is saying to us—through the preacher, the worship songs, the communion, and the
prayers.
Let us not be rude to God. Do not just go
to church. Sit up and hear/listen to the Word
of the Lord. Do not talk, text, sleep, chew gum,
drink coffee, or take calls when He is speaking.
Listen as if your life depended on it, because
your soul surely does.
San Mateo, CA

Dancing
F. F. Conley

There is nothing wrong with recreation and
amusement. Jesus, Himself, frequently sought
rest. Some diversion is good, but whether we
work or play all should be done to the glory
of God.
The church and the world are opposed to
each other. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians he said among other things:
Unto the church of God which is at
Corinth, to them that are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with
all that in every place call upon the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours (1 Cor. 1:2).
He said the church as sanctified and that
the church was composed of saints. Again he
said to the Corinthian church:
come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you (2 Cor. 6:17).
Once more he says “let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (7:1).
Christians constitute the body, the dwelling
place of the Holy Spirit.

Covetous

Delbert Goins

One may be said to be covetous when he
takes more effort for the getting of earthly things than for getting heavenly things!
Deceased

What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which
are God’s (1 Cor. 6:19-20).
The dance has an immoral tendency. It is
productive of lasciviousness. Dancing is fundamentally and basically wrong. The dance
and Christianity do not go together. Dancing
is a lust of the flesh (1 John 2:15-17). Dancing is idolatry (1 Cor. 10:7). Dancing excites
wantonness which is condemned (1 Pet. 4:14). There is something inherently wrong with
dancing. Sam Jones said “A dancing foot and
praying knee do not grow on the same leg.”
Dancing dilutes purity of heart. Listen to
the Psalmis:
Let the words of my mouth, And the
meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in thy sight, O Lord, my strength,
and my redeemer (Psa. 19:17).
On the dance floor meditation is not centered upon the Lord. Here is a familiar statement, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is
he” (Pro. 23:7). On the dance floor men
and women in loose embrace have not their
thoughts on things that are pure.
Someone says “Well, if the dance is chaperoned it is permissible.” Who can chaperone
the thoughts of men and women on the dance
floor? What is found at most dances? It is liquor drinking, swearing, the taking of God’s
name in vain.
Deceased
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God Allowed Slavery
Ron Cosby

A host of websites condemn God because,
as they see it, He allowed slavery under the
Law of Moses. Yet, when the truth is learned,
the condemner must acknowledge that his
condemnation of God is unjustified. The condemner is simply wrong. Furthermore, his
own social system, which he advocates in his
own land, is far inferior to God’s. Here are
three facts that bear heavily upon the subject.
One of the most important things to bear
in mind is that slavery under Judaism of old
was not equivalent to the slavery system of the
Egyptians, or the Romans, or the black man
in America. They are not even close!
Under God’s system, so-called slavery was
basically voluntary. Under the Law of Moses, a man became a servant in one of three
ways. (1) He was an enemy in war who volunteered to be a servant rather than to die in
war. (2) He was a law breaker who deserved

to be punished severely. (3) He was a debtor who volunteered his services to another for
the debt that he could not repay. In most of
the situations, those who voluntarily became
slaves were choosing a better life.
While we are looking at the manner of becoming a servant, take a closer look and note
the contrast in facts and details concerning
each mode. The first to study is for a soldier
to become a slave instead of dying. During
World War II, Americans gave the Japanese
the options of either surrendering to the defeating army and becoming their captives or
they could fight to the death. God’s offer to
the war enemy of Israel to become a servant
was even better than America’s offer to the war
captives (Deu. 20:10-11). As far as the sentence toward the law breaker is concern, the
guilty felon who decided to become a “slave”
in Israel did not have his freedom completely

taken away since he was able to avoid imprisonment. This, too, was a better offer than is
presented in the legal system of any nation.
Then, finally, the man in Israel who had too
much debt simply became an indentured servant. At the least, this is equivalent to a lowpaying employee. This was much better, both

God’s Picture
of the Church

The Bible vividly portrays the nature
of the church in the various descriptive
terms which are applied:
1. As a pearl, the church is costly. It is to
be bought even at the expense of selling all that one has.
2. As a kingdom, it is obedient. We are to
obey every wish of our King, the Lord.
3. As a house, it is orderly. Every stone is
fitly joined together and everything is
decent and in order.
4. As a rock, it is dependent. It must be
fed the pure milk and meat of the Word.
It must look to the great Shepherd.
5. As a bride, it is vitally joined to Him.
It wears His name and is subject to
Him in all things.
6. As a family, it bears His image. It resembles the Father and Elder Brother.
7. As a body, it is united. All members are
needed and work together in harmony.
8. As a candlestick, it is exalted. It is the
light of the world, reflecting Christ so
that all can see Him.
Author Unknown

in profitability and dignity, than in going on
welfare. More contrasts could be noted but
these are sufficient to make an educated conclusion concerning God’s slavery system.
Another important issue that bears on the
subject is, God regulated slavery. His regulations forbade cruelty, severity, harshness, and
physical and mental abuse against the enslaved, making their service more like a contracted employee than a slave (Lev. 25:35-54).
Contrast God’s mind set with the slavery of
Egypt, or Rome, or America. In these systems,
if you killed your slave, you simply destroyed
your own property. Too bad! Who cares?! Not
so with God! Slaves were to be accounted as
humans, with rights and privileges. Turning
to the New Testament instructions, we see the
underlying reasons God afforded protection
to servants (Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1). Slaves were
human just like their masters. Also, masters
needed to remember, the master himself had
a far superior Master to whom he would one
day give an account.
The idea that most have of slavery today is
far, different than the servitude which God allowed. It is better to be a servant in the midst
of godly people than to die. It is better to pay
your debt to society than be a burden in the
prison system. It is better to pay your debts
than to beat another out of what you owe.
When properly understood, what God instructed men to do is superior to the practice
of people today. Those who condemn God for
their erroneous view of God’s servitude need
to rethink and retract their mistaken position.
They ought to write a fair assessment of the
subject.
Jay, OK
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The website offers a vast amount of resources for your personal edification. Past issues
of Defender and Beacon, written sermon
outlines presented by Michael Hatcher, and
Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course are available.
Videos of lectureships, sermons, and Gospel meetings can be viewed. Check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

God Is Love
Philip Smith

God is love (1 John 4:8). That is seen in His
The greatest demonstration of God’s love
care for mankind from the Garden of Eden to
for mankind is Jesus, God’s Son, who came to
today. His great love is also seen in His wonearth to suffer and die for each and every one
derful provisions for Adam and Eve until they
of us (John 3:16). Why did God do this? Bebrought sin and separation upon themselves
cause that was the only way that man could be
by their sin. Yet, even in their disobedience
forgiven of his sins. Jesus prayed that if it be
God, in His great love, promised a savior
possible that He be spared the cup of suffer(Gen. 3:15). It is seen again when
ing He was about to endure (Mat.
man’s thoughts were evil
26:39-42). The coming of
continually and wickthe mob to arrest Je“We love him,
edness filled the earth
sus was God’s answer.
because he first loved us”
(6:4). God provided a
There was no possible
(1 John 4:19)
way of escape from the
way that man could be
destruction of the great
saved except Jesus die, be
flood through Noah and the ark
buried, and raised from the dead.
(6-8). We see His love in bringing the chilYes, His suffering was crucial to our salvation.
dren of Israel out of Egypt and into the promEmmanuel, God with us, showed the greatised land (Exodus through Joshua). It is also
est love possible when He gave His life for our
seen in His not destroying them completely
sins (John 15:13).
when they were wholly turned to idols. He
How much do we love God? Do we love
sent them into captivity where they learned
Him enough to give our lives to Him in denever to serve idols again, then returned them
voted service and obedience (14:15)?
to their homeland to rebuild and prosper.
Denton, TX

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Paul Brantley
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Nancy Travis
Tina Foshee
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
April 29
Fifth Sunday Dinner; singing and a
devotional service at 1:00 pm.

Directory Change

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Dale Cunningham’s new telephone
number is: 572-9511. Please update
your directory.

Website

http://www.bellviewcoc.com

YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

BEACON
Vol. XLVII / No. 18
April 30, 2018
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

The Church of the New Testament
Jess Whitlock

A lot of confusion in the religious world
could be cleared up if people could only understand that the kingdom and the church are
the same institution. Christ taught in clarion
tones “upon this rock I will build my church”
(Mat. 16:18). Christ fulfilled that promise
as we learn in Ephesians 5:23: “Christ is the
head of the church: and he is the saviour of
the body.” Let us understand that the church
is not a building fashioned of wood, stone,
brick, and mortar. The church of the New
Testament is composed of people who have
obeyed the Lord in faith, repenting of sins,
confessing Christ as Lord, and being baptized
into Him for remission of sins.
He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned (Mark 16:16).
For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body (1 Cor. 12:13).
So then, we see that the body is the church.

Notice please, “and gave him to be the head
over all things to the church, Which is his
body” (Eph. 1:22-23). Again, “And he is the
head of the body, the church…for his body’s
sake, which is the church” (Col. 1:18, 24).
The final act of obedience that puts one into
the church of the New Testament is baptism
for remission of sins (Acts 2:41, 47).
Let us consider kingdom in relation to the
Lord’s church. Jesus said, “That ye may eat
and drink at my table in my kingdom” (Luke
22:30). We note that the Lord’s table is in His
kingdom. The Corinthian correspondence
begins:
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God,
and Sosthenes our brother, Unto the
church of God which is at Corinth
(1 Cor. 1:1-2).
We know the Corinthian missives are sent
to the “church at Corinth.” Paul addressed

those Corinthian Christians saying:
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord,
and the cup of devils: ye cannot be
partakers of the Lord’s table, and of
the table of devils (10:21).
Are you listening? The church at Corinth
contained the “table of the Lord” (10:21). The
“table of the Lord” can only be found in the
Lord’s church. All of that being the case, the
church and the kingdom are one and the same
institution.
The Colossian correspondence commences:
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
will of God, and Timotheus our brother, To the saints and faithful brethren
in Christ which are at Colosse (Col.
1:1-2).

By inspiration of the Holy Spirit this letter
is addressed to the faithful saints “in Christ”;
i.e., New Testament Christians. To be in
Christ, is to be in His church (Mat. 16:18;
Acts 4:12; Eph. 1:7, 11, 13, 22-23; 5:23).
To those faithful brethren in the church at
Colosse Paul penned:
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son
(Col. 1:13).
It becomes crystal clear that Paul was writing to those who were in the “kingdom of
Christ” and the “church of Christ” (1:18, 24;
cf. Rom. 16:16).
Denison, TX

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $69.99—one
King size bed and $79.99—two Full size beds.
Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell
them you are attending the Bellview Lectures
when making your reservations. If you are
planning on attending the lectureship you may
want to make your motel reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, The Church, may be
purchased for $5.00 (plus $3.75 per book for
postage). The book will contain 27 chapters

and will be a spiral-bound book. The books
will not be mailed until after the lectures. The
1997-1999, and 2013 books are back in print
as a spiral-bound book. Cost is $5 each (plus
$3.75 per book for postage). See our website
for further details.
www.bellviewcoc.com/price-list.html
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2018) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.75. The CD also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2017), Beacon (1972,
1974-2017), and other material. The 2018
CD will not be mailed until after the lectures.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		

43rd Annual Bellview Lectures
The Church
June 8 – 12, 2018

Friday, June 8
7:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
Purpose of God
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm The Church Identified		
Philip Smith
Saturday, June 9
9:00 am The Church Established		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church and Its Preaching		
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Resolving Conflicts in		
the Church
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Benard Kagaga’s work:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Church and
Denominationalism Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Christ and the Church		
Danny Douglas
Sunday, June 10
9:00 am The Church and Its Worship		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church and Its Salvation		
Ron Cosby
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Three Divine Institutions		
Danny Douglas
2:00 pm The All Sufficiency of		
the Church
Philip Smith

Open Forum Questions
Send questions to: mhatcher@gmail.com

Monday, June 11
9:00 am What’s Right with the Church		
Benard Kagaga
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am Organization in the Church		
Jerry Brewer
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church Indestructible		
Ron Cosby
2:00 pm The Fellowship of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Mission of the Church		
Lee Moses
8:00 pm The Church Its Eternal Destiny		
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 12
9:00 am The Church and Morals		
Wayne Blake
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church Walking		
Before God
Gene Hill
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church and Self-Discipline		
Jerry Brewer
2:00 pm The Church and Liberalism		
Lee Moses
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Are We Going to Take the
Backbone Out of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm The Militant Church		
Danny Douglas

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Paul Brantley
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Nancy Travis
Tina Foshee
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

May 7
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
May 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
May 19
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
May 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
May 21
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

Directory Update

Carl Ayliffe’s new phone number is:
454-5613. Please update your directory.
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Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Ancient Wisdom
Lee Moses

“Absolutely blown away.” This was the reaction of microbiologist Freya Harrison and
her colleagues to the effectiveness of a new eye
remedy they came across. However, it was only
new in the sense that it was new to them. They
found this eye remedy in Bald’s Leechbook, a
medical volume written in the 10th century.
The effectiveness of this particular remedy has
led Harrison and others to plan testing of other ancient remedies long forgotten.
Every generation seems to operate under
the assumption that previous generations have
been inferior and ignorant, and the older that
previous generation is, the more inferior and
ignorant it is assumed to be. This is, of course,
foolish reasoning. Job observed, “With the ancient [or “the aged”] is wisdom; And in length
of days understanding” (Job 12:12-13). It is
true that generations who build on previous
knowledge can arrive at new attainments not

possible for previous generations. Such is only
possible when people value and learn the wisdom of those previous generations.
There are those who try to attack the Bible because of its age. “Why would I pay any
attention to a 2000-year-old book?” “We’ve
learned so much since the Bible was written!”
“The Bible is irrelevant to today’s modern
world.” However, if experts have learned that
the wisdom of ancient generations should not
be disregarded, how much more is this true of
the wisdom of the Ancient of Days?
“God… Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son” (Heb. 1:1-2). For all the
changes one might observe, humanity has
been in its final era, the Christian Age, since
the first century. And God has spoken to address man’s needs that will persist throughout
this era until eternity begins, and He has done
so through the Bible:

All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16).
Grace and peace be multiplied unto
you through the knowledge of God,
and of Jesus our Lord, According as
his divine power hath given unto us
all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and
virtue (2 Pet. 1:2-3).
While mankind may have indeed learned

much in the intervening centuries, God already knew it. If an ancient medical volume
can impart knowledge for addressing man’s
physical needs today, how much more can
the omnisciently-informed Word of God impart knowledge for addressing man’s spiritual
needs today?
Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls (Jer. 6:16).
Union City, TN

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $69.99—one
King size bed and $79.99—two Full size beds.
Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell
them you are attending the Bellview Lectures
when making your reservations. If you are
planning on attending the lectureship you may
want to make your motel reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, The Church, may be
purchased for $5.00 (plus $3.75 per book for
postage). The book will contain 27 chapters
and will be a spiral-bound book. The books
will not be mailed until after the lectures are
over. The 1997-1999, and 2013 books are

back in print as a spiral-bound book. Cost is
$5 each (plus $3.75 per book for postage). See
our website for further details.
www.bellviewcoc.com/price-list.html
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2018) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.75. The CD also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2017), Beacon (1972,
1974-2017), and other material. The 2018
CD will not be mailed until after the lectures
are over.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		

43rd Annual Bellview Lectures
The Church
June 8 – 12, 2018

Friday, June 8
7:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
Purpose of God
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm The Church Identified		
Philip Smith
Saturday, June 9
9:00 am The Church Established		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church and Its Preaching		
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Resolving Conflicts in		
the Church
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Benard Kagaga’s work:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Church and
Denominationalism Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Christ and the Church		
Danny Douglas
Sunday, June 10
9:00 am The Church and Its Worship		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church and Its Salvation		
Ron Cosby
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Three Divine Institutions		
Danny Douglas
2:00 pm The All Sufficiency of		
the Church
Philip Smith

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

Monday, June 11
9:00 am What’s Right with the Church		
Benard Kagaga
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am Organization in the Church		
Jerry Brewer
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church Indestructible		
Ron Cosby
2:00 pm The Fellowship of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Mission of the Church		
Lee Moses
8:00 pm The Church Its Eternal Destiny		
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 12
9:00 am The Church and Morals		
Wayne Blake
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church Walking		
Before God
Gene Hill
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church and Self-Discipline		
Jerry Brewer
2:00 pm The Church and Liberalism		
Lee Moses
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Are We Going to Take the
Backbone Out of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm The Militant Church		
Danny Douglas

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
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Pensacola, FL
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Paul Brantley
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Nancy Travis
Tina Foshee
Sheila Myrick
Lee Hammac
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia’s husband)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
May 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
May 19
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
May 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
May 21
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
May 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
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Minister: Michael Hatcher
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Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

The Book of Books
Dub McClish

Secularism, atheism, and humanism are arrayed against the Bible as never before in our
nation. They seek to stamp all Biblical influences from public life. There could hardly be a
greater irony, given the faith of the Founding
Fathers and the Biblical basis of our founding
documents.
This campaign is very narrowly directed at
the Bible-related religion, not at Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, or others. This is so because of the exceptional nature of the Bible
and its incessant claim to be the one revelation
from the only true, living God.
Let us consider some of the incomparable
facets of the “Book of Books.”
• Antiquity—Moses began writing its oldest portion in about 1500 b.c., and the
apostle John completed its newest part in
about a.d. 96. Its most recent document
is almost 2,000 years old. Its records

reach back to the oldest possible antiquity—the beginning.
• Modernity—In spite of its antiquity, it is
up-to-date, ever new and fresh, speaking
with vital meaning to every age and generation. All other books sooner or later
become obsolete and need revision. Revision, in fact, corrupts the Bible.
• Unity—It is difficult for one man to
write very long or much without contradicting himself. Yet, the Bible, composed
of 66 books, written over a span of about
16 centuries by 40 writers, possesses an
unparalleled cohesiveness of message.
• Diversity—Remarkably, this trait does
not mitigate its unity. Its literary types
run the gamut of history, poetry, biography, short stories, letters, proverbs, and
prophecies. Its subject matter is just as
diverse (birth, death, war, racial conflict,

marriage, politics, sorrow, joy, et al.).
Truly, the Bible is more than a book; it is
a self-contained spiritual library.
• Theme—Complementing its unity, the
Bible is relentless in its Someone theme:
In the Old Testament, “Someone is coming.” In the Gospel accounts, “Someone
has come.” In Acts through Revelation,
“Someone is coming again.” The familiar words, “For God so loved the world”
(John 3:16), summarize the Biblical
theme throughout.
• Hope—Multiplied billions over the centuries have turned to its pages for hope,

cheer, and strength in times of dismay,
sadness, and weakness, common to all
mankind. It takes those willing to heed
its words beyond death, pain, and tears.
• Power—Its centuries-spanning influence on the world in art, literature, morals, and law are incalculable. Its spiritual power is greater still, able to free from
sin—and save eternally—those who obey
it (John 8:31-32; Rom. 1:16; 2 The. 1:8).
Its enemies will strive in vain to destroy it
(Mat. 24:35).
Denton, TX

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The
price (tax not included) is $69.99—one bed
and $79.99—two beds. Their phone number
is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending
the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the
lectureship you may want to make your motel
reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, The Church, may be
purchased for $5.00 (plus $3.75 per book for
postage). The book will contain 27 chapters
and will be a spiral-bound book. The books
will not be mailed until after the lectures are

over. The 1997-1999, and 2013 books are
back in print as a spiral-bound book. Cost is
$5 each (plus $3.75 per book for postage). See
our website for further details.

		

		
		

www.bellviewcoc.com/price-list.html

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2018) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.75. The CD also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2017), Beacon (1972,
1974-2017), and other material. The 2018
CD will not be mailed until after the lectures
are over.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

		
		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		

43rd Annual Bellview Lectures
The Church
June 8 – 12, 2018

Friday, June 8
7:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
Purpose of God
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm The Church Identified		
Philip Smith
Saturday, June 9
9:00 am The Church Established		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church and Its Preaching		
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Resolving Conflicts in		
the Church
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Benard Kagaga’s work:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Church and
Denominationalism Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Christ and the Church		
Danny Douglas
Sunday, June 10
9:00 am The Church and Its Worship		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church and Its Salvation		
Ron Cosby
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Three Divine Institutions		
Danny Douglas
2:00 pm The All Sufficiency of		
the Church
Philip Smith

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

Monday, June 11
9:00 am What’s Right with the Church		
Benard Kagaga
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am Organization in the Church		
Jerry Brewer
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church Indestructible		
Ron Cosby
2:00 pm The Fellowship of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Mission of the Church		
Lee Moses
8:00 pm The Church Its Eternal Destiny		
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 12
9:00 am The Church and Morals		
Wayne Blake
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church Walking		
Before God
Gene Hill
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church and Self-Discipline		
Jerry Brewer
2:00 pm The Church and Liberalism		
Lee Moses
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Are We Going to Take the
Backbone Out of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm The Militant Church		
Danny Douglas
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U S. Postage
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Paul Brantley
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Nancy Travis
Tina Foshee
Sheila Myrick
Lee Hammac
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ray Foshee in the death of his sister,
Peggy Clark, on May 9. Please keep the
Foshee family in your prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
May 19
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
May 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
May 21
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Christians and “Corrupt Communication”
Jerry C. Brewer

A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good
things: and an evil man out of the evil
treasure bringeth forth evil things. But
I say unto you, That every idle word
that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned (Mat. 12:35-37).
It is sad and very disappointing when Christians use the foul language of the world—especially when those Christians are known as
being sound in their beliefs and teaching. Paul
told Timothy:
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in them: for in
doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee (1 Tim.
4:16).
It is not enough to take heed to the doctrine,

but to take heed to one’s life also. The person
who will not live the doctrine of Christ destroys his influence in teaching it. Paul further
commanded:
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the
hearers (Eph. 4:29).
Within the past week, I observed Christians violating these Scriptures on Facebook.
It is absolutely baffling to me why any Christian would write posts or share posts on their
pages which contain curse words such as,
“damn,” or “hell.” Now, I realize that those
words are in the Bible, but they are not used
there as profanity like they were used on Facebook. The Christian who does that reveals a
heart that is not good in the sight of the Lord
(Mat. 12:35). Moreover, he tells the world,
“We are just like you.”

Our world today freely uses curse words
and other vile language as a matter of course—
words that would never have been used in polite company a generation or two ago, even
among those of the world. When Christians
fall in line with the world by using foul language, they are no longer, “a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). Those who have
such language on their Facebook pages need
to repent, remove it, and let their friends know
they are sorry for using it and do not condone

it; unless, of course, they have sold out to the
world. Then they need to stop claiming to be a
child of God and bringing shame upon Christ
and His church.
Elk City, OK

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via
e-mail please send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The
price (tax not included) is $69.99—one bed
and $79.99—two beds. Their phone number
is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending
the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the
lectureship you may want to make your motel
reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, The Church, may be
purchased for $5.00 (plus $3.75 per book for
postage). The book will contain 27 chapters
and will be a spiral-bound book. The books
will not be mailed until after the lectures are
over. The 1997-1999, and 2013 books are

back in print as a spiral-bound book. Cost is
$5 each (plus $3.75 per book for postage). See
our website for further details.
www.bellviewcoc.com/price-list.html
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2018) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.75. The CD also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2017), Beacon (1972,
1974-2017), and other material. The 2018
CD will not be mailed until after the lectures
are over.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		

Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

		
		

43rd Annual Bellview Lectures
The Church
June 8 – 12, 2018

Friday, June 8
7:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
Purpose of God
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm The Church Identified		
Philip Smith
Saturday, June 9
9:00 am The Church Established		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church and Its Preaching		
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Resolving Conflicts in		
the Church
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Benard Kagaga’s work:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Church and
Denominationalism Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Christ and the Church		
Danny Douglas
Sunday, June 10
9:00 am The Church and Its Worship		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church and Its Salvation		
Ron Cosby
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Three Divine Institutions		
Danny Douglas
2:00 pm The All Sufficiency of		
the Church
Philip Smith

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

Monday, June 11
9:00 am What’s Right with the Church		
Benard Kagaga
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am Organization in the Church		
Jerry Brewer
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church Indestructible		
Ron Cosby
2:00 pm The Fellowship of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Mission of the Church		
Lee Moses
8:00 pm The Church Its Eternal Destiny		
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 12
9:00 am The Church and Morals		
Wayne Blake
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church Walking		
Before God
Gene Hill
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church and Self-Discipline		
Jerry Brewer
2:00 pm The Church and Liberalism		
Lee Moses
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Are We Going to Take the
Backbone Out of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm The Militant Church		
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Paul Brantley
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Nancy Travis
Tina Foshee
Sheila Myrick
Lee Hammac
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

May 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
June 2
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
June 3
Pre-lectureship meeting after the afternoon service, in the auditorium.
All members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
June 8-12
43rd Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme – The Church.
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May 28, 2018
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4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Take Heart, and Trust in the Lord
Charles Pogue

Fret not thyself because of evildoers, Neither be thou envious against
the workers of iniquity. For they shall
soon be cut down like the grass, And
wither as the green herb. Trust in the
Lord, and do good; So shalt thou
dwell in the land, and verily thou
shalt be fed (Psa. 37:1-3).
In this powerful Psalm, David expressed
the distress we all feel, and gives us the encouragement that we need to endure.
No one who seeks to please God with every
fiber of his being can possibly miss how wicked the world about him is. As Paul described it
in his day, “Redeeming the time, because the
days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). It is hard to live in
a nation where God was once honored by the
average man on the street, but has now decayed to the point that evil is exalted and righteousness debased.
David knew in Psalm 37 how much the

wicked detested the holy, and that his despite
for the just led him to plan evil against him.
“The wicked plotteth against the just, And
gnasheth upon him with his teeth” (37:12).
You and I are treated pretty much the same
way by the wicked today.
The message of David in this Psalm,
though, is do not despair. God is on the side
of those that love Him. After those frightening words in verse 12, the Psalmist wrote,
“The Lord shall laugh at him: For he seeth that
his day is coming” (37:13). The wicked would
be cut down like the grass; he would draw out
his sword, but it would enter his own heart.
The wicked may seem to have the upper
hand at times, but the righteous will prevail
in the end. “The Lord knoweth the days of
the upright: And their inheritance shall be for
ever” (37:18).
David reminds us that the steps of a good

man are ordered by God, and though he
might fall, he will not be cast down, because
the Lord will hold him up (37:23-24). On and
on, the psalmist goes, rejoicing over the victory of the righteous, and the judgment of his
oppressor. He concludes this powerful Psalm
saying that the transgressors shall be destroyed
together, but the salvation of the righteous is
of the Lord (37:38-39).

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

All around us there is evil all the way from
despising the public servants in blue (whose
difficult job it is to uphold the law) to the unbelievable wickedness now declaring that a
baby is not a human being even after he is born
until he reaches a certain age. It is not easy to
deal emotionally with such situations, but we
must not let it destroy our faith, because in
the end the wicked of our day, just like those
of David’s day will be destroyed, and the righteous of every age will enjoy that eternal inheritance of which David spoke. Take heart,
and trust in the Lord!
Beeville, TX

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The
price (tax not included) is $69.99—one bed
and $79.99—two beds. Their phone number
is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending
the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the
lectureship you may want to make your motel
reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, The Church, may be
purchased for $5.00 (plus $3.75 per book for
postage). The book will contain 27 chapters
and will be a spiral-bound book. The books
will not be mailed until after the lectures are

over. The 1997-1999, and 2013 books are
back in print as a spiral-bound book. Cost is
$5 each (plus $3.75 per book for postage). See
our website for further details.

		

		
		

www.bellviewcoc.com/price-list.html

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2018) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.75. The CD also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2017), Beacon (1972,
1974-2017), and other material. The 2018
CD will not be mailed until after the lectures
are over.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

		
		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		

43rd Annual Bellview Lectures
The Church
June 8 – 12, 2018

Friday, June 8
7:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
Purpose of God
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm The Church Identified		
Philip Smith
Saturday, June 9
9:00 am The Church Established		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church and Its Preaching		
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Resolving Conflicts in		
the Church
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Benard Kagaga’s work:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Church and
Denominationalism Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Christ and the Church		
Danny Douglas
Sunday, June 10
9:00 am The Church and Its Worship		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church and Its Salvation		
Ron Cosby
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Three Divine Institutions		
Danny Douglas
2:00 pm The All Sufficiency of		
the Church
Philip Smith

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

Monday, June 11
9:00 am What’s Right with the Church		
Benard Kagaga
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am Organization in the Church		
Jerry Brewer
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church Indestructible		
Ron Cosby
2:00 pm The Fellowship of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Mission of the Church		
Lee Moses
8:00 pm The Church Its Eternal Destiny		
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 12
9:00 am The Church and Morals		
Wayne Blake
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church Walking		
Before God
Gene Hill
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church and Self-Discipline		
Jerry Brewer
2:00 pm The Church and Liberalism		
Lee Moses
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Are We Going to Take the
Backbone Out of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm The Militant Church		
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Henry Hignite
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Debbie Dawson
Paul Brantley
Cary Parks
Rheba Stancliff
Bill Busch
Linda Worley
Nelda King
Nancy Travis
Tina Foshee
Sheila Myrick
Lee Hammac
Dallas & Karen Diamond
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Randall Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
husband)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

June 2
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
June 3
Pre-lectureship meeting after the afternoon service, in the auditorium.
All members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
June 17
Lectureship critique after the afternoon service, in the auditorium. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
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Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Crossing Over Jordan
Danny Douglas

Before crossing over into the land of Canaan, the land of promise, we read of Joshua
and the Israelites:
Then Joshua commanded the officers
of the people, saying, Pass through
the host, and command the people,
saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this
Jordan, to go in to possess the land,
which the Lord your God giveth you
to possess it (Jos. 1:10-11).
It is sometimes said of those who pass away
that they are “crossing over Jordan.” Joshua commanded the people to prepare before
crossing over the Jordan River. We must prepare before passing over Jordan by living a
faithful and godly life before the Lord (Tit.
2:12; Rev. 2:10). They were to pass over Jordan in three days, yet, we do not know when
the day of our passing will be, and when we
will meet the Lord, although we must do so

(Heb. 9:27; Mat. 24:36)! Israel was going over
into the “Promise Land.” Before we can go to
be with the Lord, we must leave this world.
When we love Christ and live for Him, we
will long to go and be with Him, like Paul
who desired: “to depart, and to be with Christ;
which is far better:” (Phi. 1:23).
Israel was to cross over Jordan together,
as a nation. When we cross over Jordan, no
human, not even a husband or wife, son or
daughter, can cross over the “chilly waters of
death” with us. Yet, if we are right with God,
He will be there with us. Christ has promised: “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”
(Heb. 13:5), as the hymn states: “I won’t have
to cross Jordan alone.” If you should die today, will Christ cross over Jordan with you
and lead you to Paradise, or will you go to the
place of torments?
Mt. Pleasant, TN

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copy(s) of The Church (2018) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Set Ye Up A Standard In The Land (2017) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)_________
____ copy(s) of Typology (2016) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Innovations (2013) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Worldliness (1999) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Christian Fellowship (1998) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Leadership (1997) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
		 Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2018) (PDF format) @ $37.75
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
		

43rd Annual Bellview Lectures
The Church
June 8 – 12, 2018

		
		

Friday, June 8
7:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
Purpose of God
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm The Church Identified		
Philip Smith
Saturday, June 9
9:00 am The Church Established		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church and Its Preaching		
Bruce Stulting
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Preparatory Work by John and Jesus
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Resolving Conflicts in		
the Church
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Benard Kagaga’s work:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Church and
Denominationalism Wayne Blake
8:00 pm Christ and the Church		
Danny Douglas
Sunday, June 10
9:00 am The Church and Its Worship		
Doug Post
10:00 am The Church and Its Salvation		
Ron Cosby
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Three Divine Institutions		
Danny Douglas
2:00 pm The All Sufficiency of		
the Church
Philip Smith

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.html

Monday, June 11
9:00 am What’s Right with the Church?		
Benard Kagaga
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am Organization in the Church		
Jerry Brewer
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church Indestructible		
Ron Cosby
2:00 pm The Fellowship of the Church		
Bruce Stulting
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Mission of the Church		
Lee Moses
8:00 pm The Church Its Eternal Destiny		
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 12
9:00 am The Church and Morals		
Wayne Blake
10:00 am The Church as Seen by		
the Prophets
Michael Hatcher
11:00 am The Church Walking		
Before God
Gene Hill
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Church and Self-Discipline		
Jerry Brewer
2:00 pm The Church and Liberalism		
Lee Moses
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Are We Going to Take the
Backbone Out of the Church?		
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm The Militant Church		
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Heather Stark
Dallas & Karen Diamond
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Randall Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
husband)

Please Remember

June 8-12
43rd Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme – The Church.
June 17
Lectureship critique after the afternoon service, in the auditorium. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.

Website

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

http://www.bellviewcoc.com

Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/
BellviewCoC

YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist
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Contemporary vs. Traditional
Roelf L. Ruffner

Though ye offer me burnt offerings
and your meat offerings, I will not
accept them: Neither will I regard
the peace offerings of your fat beasts.
Take thou away from me the noise of
thy songs; For I will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let judgment run
down as waters, And righteousness as
a mighty stream (Amos 5:22-24).
As you may know our society has gone insane in recent years. It has gone overboard in
an emotion-driven, search for meaning and
purpose in life. Objective truth is cast aside
for the new and the titillating. Biblical truths
and commandments are seen as unnecessary
in one’s selfish quest for meaning. “Does it
work for me?” has become the mantra. And if
an absolute of old does not work, then many
will cast it aside for something different. It is
a rebellious attitude which seeks its own way
rather than God’s way. The prophet Samuel

told King Saul after he rebelled against the
Word of God, “For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity
and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the
word of the Lord, He hath also rejected thee
from being king” (1 Sam. 15:23). Saul’s sin
was boiled down to unbelief. The same often
goes for many today!
Recently I was looking at a denominational church’s website which listed two worship
services on Sunday. One service at 8:30 a.m.
was designated as “traditional.” The second
service at 11:00 a.m. was marked as “contemporary.” By traditional they mean following
the liturgy and ritual in worship of their denomination. By contemporary they mean following a departure from their denomination’s
definition of “traditional worship.” Usually it
involves the use of Contemporary Christian
Music (CCM) which inculcates an almost

rock music concert setting with a band and
popular music. CCM is now part of the abysmal music industry with its stars and following. This pop religious phenomenon is swiping through American churches upsetting
some mainline denominations. The use of
CCM is to attract more young people (especially young families) to assemblies. Unfortunately, it has also captured the imagination of
some of our liberal brethren.
What is allowed in the worship of the living
God since Calvary? When asked about worship Jesus said, “God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and
in truth” (John 4:24). Spirit refers to the sincerity of the worshipper (cf. Jos. 24:14). Truth
is the truth of God’s Word (John 17:17). My
feelings or preferences may change with the
wind but God’s Word is changeless (Psa.
119:89; John 10:35; 1 Pet. 1:23-25). In the
New Testament there are five acts of worship
mentioned and given divine approval: Teaching or preaching (2 Tim. 4:1-4), Praying
(1 Tim. 2:8), Singing (Eph. 5:19), the Lord’s
Supper (1 Cor. 11:23-26), and Giving (16:12). When we “go beyond the things which
are written” (4:6—ASV) we forsake the authority of the Scriptures (Col. 3:17; 2 Tim.
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To receive the Defender and Beacon via email please send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

3:16-17). Our worship, however heartfelt to
human eyes, can become “vain” (Mat. 15:9)
in God’s sight.
Contemporary worship usually centers
around an individual, though this is often denied by its advocates. They may be the “worship leader,” or a solo singer or a performer.
Often it includes hand clapping and the use of
mechanical instruments of music. Unaccompanied, congregational singing is often forsaken. Contemporary worship breaks down
to a matter of entertainment, with lights
and sound equipment. Advocates of contemporary worship often reject the traditions of
their elders. In Christian worship many manmade traditions (i.e., mechanical instruments
of music, choirs, and solos) need to be rejected (cf. 1 Pet. 1:18). The God-given traditions
of the New Testament should not be rejected but embraced and practiced. “Therefore,
brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions
which ye have been taught, whether by word,
or our epistle” (2 The. 2:15). These traditions
are 2,000 years old but they are still ordained
by Jehovah.
In churches of Christ contemporary worship vs. traditional worship is a pretext for
apostasy. The excuse is often, “We can use
modern songs and a more relaxed setting to
bring in the younger generation.” You end up
with two congregations under one roof. The
second service becomes the haven for “change
agents” and liberals. My experience is that it
is all subterfuge. These rebels do not want to
alienate the older generation too much and
lose their financial support. They figure they
can outlive the more traditional generation
and take over when the time is ripe. Yet, these

		
		

rebels forget who is observing our worship
and is the ultimate audience.
Be not deceived; God is not mocked:
for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth

to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting (Gal. 6:7-8).
Columbia, TN

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form

Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copy(s) of The Church (2018) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Set Ye Up A Standard In The Land (2017) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)_________
____ copy(s) of Typology (2016) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Innovations (2013) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Worldliness (1999) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Christian Fellowship (1998) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Leadership (1997) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
____ copy(s) of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
		 Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2018) (PDF format) @ $37.75
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(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		
Total:
_________
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Address: ________________________________________________________________
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Heather Stark
Dallas & Karen Diamond
Ellie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Randall Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
husband)

Please Remember

June 17
Lectureship critique after the afternoon service, in the auditorium. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.

Website

http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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“A Text Taken Out of Context Becomes a Pretext”
Ron Cosby

The concept that the Scriptures were not
written to us, but for us, is helpful in making
proper applications to the many Bible verses. Another helpful principle is students must
keep the thoughts of the text within the context. Truly, “A text taken out of context becomes a pretext.” Misuse of the context occurs
repeatedly in respect to miraculous events and
promises. Some students make the terrible
mistake of claiming a textual promise that has
not been made to them.
One modern miracle worker who debated that miracles continue today was fond of
his slogan which said, “What they did we can
do.” He was mistakenly applying this thought
to the miraculous healings of the first century, claiming he, like they, could perform the
same miracles. This may have been impressive to some but when it was pointed out that
the man making the claim could not replace

missing body parts, he quieted down. No
doubt the apostles could replace legs, feet,
hands, fingers, and ears of those who were suffering. However, these marvels cannot be done
today because such mighty works served their
purpose and then ceased (1 Cor. 13). Everyday observation also shows that such marvels
are no longer happening. No one today has
seen a man without a leg suddenly grow a leg.
If students will interpret such wonders within
their first century settings, they will better understand and apply Holy Writ.
Jesus promised the Comforter. The promise was made only to the apostles. Within
the context of the promise of the Comforter, students can see for themselves two necessary qualifications that the Lord Himself specified that had to be met by the beneficiaries
before they could rightfully claim for themselves Jesus’ promise. These two qualifications

demonstrate conclusively that the benefit was
restricted to first century recipients. In John
15:26-27, Jesus states the first requirement
that the recipient must fulfill. He said,
But when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall
bear witness of me: and ye also bear
witness, because ye have been with
me from the beginning.
No individual since the first century has
been with Jesus from the beginning. Jesus gives
a second requirement, saying that the Comforter was for those He had taught personally. “But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you” (14:26).
By the very nature of what Jesus said within these two verses, this particular contextual
promise of the Comforter is restricted to personal first century acquaintances that actually
walked and talked with the Christ.
The following illustration will further clarify the point: A Gospel preacher was discussing
the subject of miracles with a holiness preacher. The holiness preacher claimed, “Jesus promised to bring to our remembrance all that Jesus said through the Comforter.” The Gospel
preacher then asked him, “Where did Jesus
make such a promise?” The holiness preacher
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stumbled and stuttered for a moment and
then answered, “I don’t remember.” To which
the Gospel preacher responded, “John 14:26.”
Ironic, isn’t it? The one claiming the promise
could not remember, while the other could.
First Corinthians 2:9-16 is another text that
speaks of the miraculous which men claim for
themselves. In this context, Paul claims he has
received divine revelation, and that he has the
supernatural capability to teach what has been
revealed without error. In other words, revelation, inspiration, and confirmation. The apostles, including Paul, spoke the same thing and
practiced the same doctrine because each of
them had been immersed in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit did not inspire one of the gifted
apostles to say that baptism in water was unto
remission of sin and then have another deny it
(Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). The Spirit did
not inspire one of the gifted apostles to say
that baptism in the Holy Spirit was temporary
and then have another teach that more than
one baptism was to continue (Mat. 28:19;
Eph. 4:5). So-called Spirit inspired men today
contradict other so-called inspired men daily.
Actually, so-called Spirit inspired men today

		
		

even contradict themselves. These contradictions occur because modern man is not miraculously endowed. It is not because God is
confused. You will notice that not a single one
of these so-called gifted men has produced

writings equal to the Bible. That is telling!
Taking texts out of their context causes
false beliefs and false practices, and produces
unbelief in the world (John 17:21).
Jay, OK
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Women Teachers
Michael Hatcher

It seems there are always extremes to which
people go. This is true regarding women teachers. On the one hand we have those who believe that women may teach at any time and
any place to any group of people (men and
women), completely ignoring passages such
as 1 Corinthians 14 and 1 Timothy 2. They
believe these passages (and others like them)
were temporary and culturally based. To the
other extreme we have those who believe that
women can never teach, including even children or other women. Paul told Titus:
The aged women likewise, that they
be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to
much wine, teachers of good things;
That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands,
to love their children, To be discreet,
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the

word of God be not blasphemed (Tit.
2:3-5).
Elderly women, because of their experience, are especially qualified to teach younger women in these areas. Sadly, we have (to a
great extent) forsaken this vital area of instruction within the Lord’s church. It would appear
that some of the difficulties we are having in
the nation and in the church are the result of
the failure of older women instructing younger women.
The aged women likewise, that they
be in behaviour as becometh holiness,
not false accusers, not given to much
wine, teachers of good things (2:3).
This world would be far better if these types
of older women were teaching young women.
There are two main areas of instruction: personal character and domestic relations.
In their personal character, the Bible
says that older women are to teach younger

women to be sober. Younger women must
learn to be discreet. Discreet is to be of sound
mind and indicates self-control. There have
been many marriages destroyed because some
immature women cannot and do not control

their emotions and lives as well as exercising a
soundness of mind in their actions. All need
to learn to be sober.
Chaste is to be pure or clean. Sadly, this
beautiful trait is being lost in our age. Young
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women often do their best to be chased, not
chaste. They dress in a provocative way, walk,
talk, and act in a way to sexually excite young
men. Fornication and adultery are encouraged
and sought after by many. Yet, this way only
leads to heartache and destruction.
Young women are to be instructed to be
good. She should practice deeds of kindness,
charitable, helpful deeds. Dorcus was one
who “was full of good works and almsdeeds”
(Acts 9:36). When Peter arrived to raise her
from the dead, “all the widows stood by him
weeping, and shewing the coats and garments
which Dorcas made, while she was with them”
(9:39). In speaking of taking widows “into the
number,” Paul writes:
Well reported of for good works; if she
have brought up children, if she have
lodged strangers, if she have washed
the saints’ feet, if she have relieved
the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work (1 Tim. 5:10).
There are four qualities relating to domestic relations. They are to love their husband.

Bellview Church of Christ
Website

		
		

The website offers a vast amount of resources for your personal edification. Past issues
of Defender and Beacon, written sermon
outlines presented by Michael Hatcher, as
well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course are
available. Videos of lectureships, sermons,
and Gospel meetings can be viewed. Why
not check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

This at first sounds odd, for what wife does
not love her husband. However, many mistake
love and lust, and far more have no idea what
true love is. True love is a giving of oneself for
others (here for her husband). God loves us—
He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16).
That is true love.
Closely associated with the previous quality is for young women loving their children.
Obviously there is a need for this teaching as is
evidenced by the greatest holocaust ever, abortion, where mothers have their children legally
murdered. Thousands of children are abused
by parents on a daily basis (proper spanking is
not abuse). Young women need to be taught
true love (including a love of their children).
They are also to be taught to be keepers at
home. Wives are guardians of the home, working actively in taking care of the household
duties. While society has encouraged women
to get out of the home and into the workforce,
the Word of God instructs women to be domestically oriented. What a marvelous situation when the woman works in the home.
Last, the Spirit mentions that older women are to teach the younger women to be obedient to their husband. This involves submission. When a husband has the proper love for
his wife, giving her respect, then it will be easy
for the wife to obediently submit to him. The
wife should respect her husband and not try to
wear the pants in the family.
When older women live in the proper manner and then teach younger women to live according to the instructions given here, then
the home will be a haven on earth.
Pensacola, FL
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A “Convenient” God
Dub McClish
Two or three generations ago the vast majority of Americans believed in the one true
and living God, Whose existence the universe
declares (Psa. 19:1-2) and Whose nature and
will the Bible reveals (2 Tim. 3:16-17). These
percentages have steadily changed so most of
our countrymen now seem to give little
thought to God in any sincere way.
The bulk of professed believers seem little
more than practical atheists. They live as
though God does not exist, but they want always to keep God handy—just in case they
might need Him. Otherwise, they obviously
care nothing for His and His Son’s Divine
will. They do not want to be bothered with
any of His mandates, laws, commandments,
rules, or restrictions, clearly set forth in the
Bible. “Yes, God and Jesus, I believe in You,
but don’t get in the way of my drinking,
shooting up drugs, fornicating, lying, stealing,

fighting, or anything else I want to do.”
The most common mention of God nowadays is not in pulpits by preachers. He is now
memorialized several million times a day in the
irreverent, blasphemous, vulgar exclamation,
“Oh my God!” Clearly, those who thus mouth
God’s name do not do so with any intent to
honor or exalt that high and holy appellation.
Rather, they seen utterly unaware (and unconcerned) that they are even referring to the Almighty in this exercise in profanity. Such ignoble folk treat the name of Jesus with similar
flippancy. These expressions trivialize and dishonor these sacred names, and the Beings they
identify.
Many find it convenient to invoke God’s
name to feign piety, which they do not possess. Some speak of God or Jesus to enhance
reputation or career. “I’m praying for you”
falls all too easily from the lips of many who

do not know the meaning of prayer and
whose lives testify that they care nothing for
God, if they even believe in Him. It is disgusting to hear an irreligious, sacrilegious,
or downright hedonistic congressman or
president piously say, “God bless you” or
“God bless America.” Such political pandering and posturing might be amusing were it
not so nauseating. They thus invoke God’s
name as a convenient means to further their
vain and selfish ends. These behaviors are

but symptoms of the awful moral and spiritual apostasy that characterizes our nation
today.
Men will be held accountable for the
everlasting principle: “Thou shalt not take
the name of Jehovah thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh
his name in vain” (Exo. 20:7). “Using” God
as a convenience for our selfish ends will be
justly, appropriately rewarded.
Denton, TX

By Whose Authority?
Gary W. Summers
Not long ago, the following statement appeared in a national magazine: “No one religion is better than the other. Stop the hate and
murder of those who don’t believe the same as
you.”
The first sentence is false. One religion is
better than all others because it has been verified to be true. While all religions may have
some value, there is only one that accounts
adequately for the origin of all things. Only
one religion was foretold with hundreds of
prophecies centuries in advance. Only one religion sets forth the highest morality possible.
Only one answers questions as to why things
are the way they are—everything from natural
disasters to pain and suffering. Only one provides a remedy for sin—mankind’s greatest
problem. Only one reveals the truth about existence after death. What religion—besides
Christianity—does all of these things? Not
one!
So, by whose authority does someone say,
“No one religion is better than the other”?

Who possesses such knowledge and insight?
There is no higher authority to confirm what
this individual said beyond the person who
said it, which means that no one is required to
accept it. In fact, if all religions are the same,
all of us face an immediate dilemma—that of
contradiction. Suppose one religion teaches,
“Love thy neighbor,” and another one champions, “Kill thy neighbor.” If all religions are
equal, then the actions of loving and killing
must be equal. If not, why not?
In fact, the author of the original statement must endorse contradiction in any area
of disagreement between two or more religions. As Thomas B. Warren showed in his
debates with atheists, unbelief in an objective God means that no authority for morality exists; therefore, abortion is both right
and wrong. The same goes for stealing, gambling, drunkenness, and every other moral
issue. Without an objective source for morality (as saying that all religions are equal
implies), everything falls into the realm of

the subjective—with chaos resulting.
Is the original statement aimed at fanatical Muslims, or is some other religion hating
and murdering people on a grand scale? If
radical Muslims are the audience, they too
will ask, “By what authority do you say our

religion is no better than others?” Does the
questioner think his mere affirmation will
suffice? If they would listen at all, they
would see that Christianity is superior—not
equal!
Winter Park, FL
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“Divine Illumination”
Jerry C. Brewer

Any teaching that implies a false doctrine
is, itself, false. That is the case with the doctrine of “Divine Illumination.” This doctrine
was borrowed from Augustine by John Calvin
(from whom he borrowed much of his theology) and teaches that man cannot understand
God’s Word until, and unless, the Holy Spirit
“illuminates” it for him. This implies that God
either would not, or could not, reveal Himself
to man in words man could read and understand. That conclusion is a false doctrine which
is implied by the doctrine of “Divine Illumination.”
Divine illumination is frequently concluded
from a false view of Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 2:14:
But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spir-

itually discerned.
Calvinists, and even some members of the
church, look at these words and conclude that
we must have supernatural help from the
Holy Spirit to understand the Word of God.
Calvinists say “the natural man” is the man
who does not have the help of the Holy Spirit
in understanding God’s Word. That is not
Paul’s thrust, as we shall see.
Paul was writing to Greeks at Corinth, a
city that considered itself an equal of Athens
when it came to Greek philosophy. Greek philosophers prided themselves on their ability to
arrive at truth by means of their logic and
human wisdom. That’s why Paul wrote:
For after that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe
(1:21).

Men could not find or know the Truth
through philosophical pursuits, or any other
natural means at their disposal.
Paul continued that thought in the next
chapter, saying:
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him (2:9).
This is a quotation from Isaiah 64:4, indicating man’s inability to know the Truth
through natural means. Paul then wrote:
But God hath revealed them unto us
by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God
(2:10).
The focus of Paul’s teaching here is Divine
revelation. God has revealed His Word to, and
through, inspired men, the apostles and others
on whom apostles laid their hands to impart
spiritual gifts (cf. Acts 8:14-17). The mind of
God was revealed to man, as man reveals his
mind to others—in words plain to be understood and acted upon. Paul explained that:
For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is
in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God (1 Cor. 2:11).
He then explained:
Now we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God
(2:12).
Then comes Paul’s inspired explanation of
how “the things of God” (His will) were imparted to inspired men—the same way man’s
thoughts are revealed to others.

Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man’s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual (2:13).
God’s Word has been revealed in words
chosen by the Holy Spirit, given to inspired
men, and written down for the world to know.
His next statement says, “But the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God” (2:14). The natural man is the man who
seeks to know God’s mind apart Divine revelation. He is anyone who seeks to know
God’s will through natural means, apart from
God’s revealed Word, “once for all delivered
unto the saints” (Jude 3—ASV). The chemist
cannot receive God’s will through his laboratory experiments. The geologist cannot receive God’s will in his diggings, the philosopher cannot know God’s will through his
human reasoning, and the astronomer cannot
find God’s will in his telescope and his study
of the universe. These are means that the natural man has at his disposal, but the will of God
is found in His revelation to men, which we
call the Bible.
Now, do you think God would reveal His
will through the Holy Spirit in such a manner
that man could not understand it without direct divine illumination? That impugns the integrity and omniscience of God. Paul told the
Ephesians:
How that by revelation he made
known unto me the mystery; (as I
wrote afore in few words, Whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
Which in other ages was not made

known unto the sons of men, as it is
now revealed unto his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit (Eph. 3:35).
He said, “Whereby, when ye read, ye may
understand,” and there is a parallel between
what he wrote here and what he wrote in
1 Corinthians 2:9-10. The things of God that
men did not know in ages past have now been
made known by Divine revelation and they
are things one can read and understand. If one
cannot understand the Word of God without
direct help of the Holy Spirit, God wasted
time and effort to reveal His Word. He could
have simply had the Holy Spirit to directly infuse His will into every person in the world.
The doctrine of “divine illumination” is evident in denominations like “One Church,”
an Elk City denomination which is affiliated

with the Southern Baptist Convention. Of the
Holy Spirit, they say this on their website:
He provides the Believer with power
of living, understanding of spiritual
truth, and guidance in doing what is
right (“What We Believe”).
Paul said, “when ye read ye may understand.” God’s Word was delivered through inspired men in the first century. It could be understood then by reading it, and it can be
understood today when men read it. The doctrine of “divine illumination” is false. There is
not a syllable in all of the Bible that indicates
we must have supernatural divine aid in understanding God’s Word.
Work Cited
“What We Believe.” onechurchelkcity.com. 2 Jul
2018. <https://onechurchelkcity.com/what-we
-believe>.

Elk City, OK

In the Minority
During the time Noah was building the
ark, he was very much in the minority—but
he won!
When Joseph was sold into Egypt by his
brothers, he was in a decided minority—but
he won!
When Gideon and his three hundred followers, with their broken pitchers and lamps,
put the Midianites to flight, they were in an
insignificant minority—but they won!
When Elijah prayed down fire from heaven
and put the prophets of Baal to shame, he was
in a notable minority—but he won!
When David, ridiculed by his brothers,
went out to meet Goliath, in size he was in a
decided minority—but he won!

When Martin Luther nailed his theses on
the door of the cathedral, he was a lonesome
minority—but he won!
When Jesus Christ was crucified by the
Roman soldiers, He was a conspicuous minority—but He won!
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Heather Stark
Tim Busch
Carla Burleson
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)

Restored and
Placed Membership
Carla Burleson was restored to Christ
on July 5, and has placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. Her address is: 2635 Brooklyn Street; Pensacola, FL 32514. The phone number is
291-0807. Please keep her in your
prayers and offer her encouragement
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Please Remember
July 15
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
July 16
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
July 29
Fifth Sunday Dinner; singing and a
devotional service at 1:00 pm.
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Sad Words of the Savior
Are True of the Unfaithful Too
Charles Pogue
Some of the saddest words Jesus ever spoke
was said confirming a reality He knew would
be. When He sent the disciples out on the
limited commission He told them, as Matthew records it.
Think not that I am come to send
peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword. For I am come to
set a man at variance against his
father, and the daughter against her
mother, and the daughter in law
against her mother in law. And a
man’s foes shall be they of his own
household (Mat. 10:34-36).
It is sad when a person receives and obeys
the Gospel while his family members refuse
to. It is also sad when a person is a member of
a family wherein some or all of his family
members were at one time seemingly faithful

members of the church, only to have one or
more of them depart from the faith. The one
or ones left faithful have a great burden of sorrow to bear. Yet, one thing must be recognized
and acted upon according to the Scriptures by
the one or ones left faithful. The ones who depart from the faith are now as much his foes as
those who never received the truth at all. When
one considers Hebrews 6:1-6 and 2 Peter 2:1922, they are perhaps even greater foes than
those who never obey the Gospel.
What makes the above situation so difficult
is the general instructions given by Paul
(1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 The. 3:6-15) and by John
(2 John 9-11). We say that, because search the
Scriptures as one might, there is no exception
in the practice of church discipline, and if it
comes to it, withdrawal of fellowship, when it

concerns one’s family members. Just as Paul
instructed the Corinthians that they were not
to even eat with those brethren who have
sinned, there is no exception made for the
members of one’s own family. That has to
mean that the same instructions apply. Not
easy, is it?
This writer has kin who are living in adultery. Some are close kin, but to keep the command given by Paul through inspiration, as
much as I would like to, I am not at liberty to
have fellowship, even to eat, with them.
Again, it isn’t easy, is it? It is not unusual for
some people to begin down the path God has
instructed them to walk regarding this matter,
but when the family member or members will
not come back to the fold, they began to make
excuses. One of the most common is, “I’ve
tried to talk with them, but they will not
listen.” There is no statute of limitations in
obeying God, dearly beloved. What eventually
(or maybe not so eventually) happens, is de-
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feat is accepted, and the command to maintain the withdrawal of fellowship is abandoned. Old relations resume as though nothing bad ever happened at all. Sometimes, as
the saying goes, the highest old times that
some have are with apostate family members.
That is sin. Unless we maintain what God has
commanded us to do in the matters of discipline and withdrawal, let us be assured that
the worst is yet to come; not just for them, but
for us.
The only way to let a family member, or
another member of the church, know that
God continues to be displeased with them is
to show them through our Scripturally consistent actions, we are not pleased with them,
either. That is not to be done in haughtiness or
with pride, but in sorrow, showing them our
concern for their souls. If we ever cease keeping God’s will concerning them, the truth is,
while God is still concerned for the welfare of
their souls, we no longer are. Let us admonish
them (2 The. 3:15). And while they are not to
be treated as enemies, they are as much foes as
those of whom the Lord spoke in Matthew
10. The sad words of the Savior are also true of
the unfaithful.
Beeville, TX

Loving the Truth Enough to Care
Bill Jackson
Paul tells us that some men are to perish
because they love not the truth (2 The. 2:10).
Since men are saved by the truth, and the purifying process of truth (1 Pet. 1:22), these indeed will perish. One with no desire for truth
will most certainly not be open to truth, and

thus will not learn nor obey truth. We, in the
kingdom of the Christ have obeyed the truth,
and are in constant obedience to it. Loving
truth means that we love all of it, and we wish
to do all things to promote it.
In that regard, let us say some things about

loving the truth, and loving it enough to care.
These points are significant:
(1) I should love the truth enough to study
it. We are told to study, as one approved of
God, and with such diligent care that we
“handle aright” the truth (2 Tim. 2:15). A
readiness of mind should always be in us (Acts
17:11), and we should have a permanent and
continual appetite for truth.
(2) I should love the truth enough to live
by it. Faithfulness to the Lord’s will is seen as
an adorning of the doctrine of God (Tit.
2:10). We cannot add anything to the body of
divine doctrine-we cannot add to the content
of the Bible—but we can demonstrate to all
what faithfulness to the truth can do in one’s
life. That point on “adorning the doctrine” is
set in contrast with unfaithfulness, which
blasphemes the Word (2:5). Truth is to be
demonstrated in life, and I should love it
enough to fashion my life in keeping with the
Lord’s wishes.
(3) I should love the truth enough to speak
it. To the young preacher, Paul urged that
thou “speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine” (2:1), “in doctrine shewing
uncorruptness” (2:7). Whether in private conversation with one whom I would like to influence for God and for good, or in a public
proclamation of the truth, I should desire that
the message flowing from my lips or from my
pen be in strict keeping with the Word of
truth. Paul warned against giving the “uncertain sound” (1 Cor. 14:8), and with every opportunity to speak the servant of God may be
addressing some who now are receiving their
last opportunity to obey before their eternity
begins. How all speakers should make sure

they utter only truth! And how much is that of
brotherhood concern just now, when it is evident that some are getting their sermon material from sectarian sources rather than from
the Bible! I should love the truth enough to
take care that only the truth proceeds from my
lips!
(4) I should love the truth enough to desire
to hear only the truth. This moves us to consider the audience among the saints of God,
and who should have a longing for truth to
such an extent that nothing else will be tolerated! Sadly, things can be so bad, with so
much apostasy unfolding that, men will turn
from truth because they no longer will endure
it (2 Tim. 4:3-4). That is the apostate, but
within the loyal body of saints, there must be
a hungering for truth because of the value
placed on it, and men who speak otherwise
should speedily be informed that they’ve presented error, and that there will be no toleration of such! Nothing would speed the shutting of the false teachers’ mouths like this
response from the church!
Yes, the point is the love of truth, and the
question: Do we love the truth enough to
care? Love it enough to care for the word of
truth, so as to study it continually? Love it
enough to make sure that our lives are governed by it? Love it enough to make sure that
our speech is Biblical? Love it enough to raise
our voices, in the congregations, in insistence
that only the truth be set forth from the pulpit? Love of the truth-so needed in a time of
apostasy! Do we care? Indeed, Indeed, “is it
nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” (Lam.
1:12).
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
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John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
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You’ve Got Mail
Brad Green
Thousands of letters and packages are sent
everyday bearing a descriptive label informing
the carrier of some special request for handling. Labels reading, “this side up,” “keep
dry,” “caution,” “do not stack,” “perishable,”
and “do not bend” are just a few examples of
what may be seen on any letter or package received through the mail. Such warnings and
expressions prompted me to consider which
would be the best mailing labels in regard to
the Bible. After all, the Bible is the only means
by which God communicates with man today.
The first sticker to be placed on this most
precious of all correspondence is “URGENT!”
Any piece of mail bearing this message is
bound to grab our attention and is usually the
first to do so. While much of the mail
stamped, urgent! is destined for the trash, it is
an appropriate description of the content of
God’s Word. Within the pages of the Bible, we

are informed that “all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23), our
sins separate us from God (Isa. 59:1-2), and
that “the wages of sin is [spiritual] death”
(Rom. 6:23). This is indeed an alarming message that deserves our immediate consideration. Fortunately, we also read that God provides for us a remedy—a plan by which we can
address this urgent need. Upon acknowledging
sin and obeying a few conditions—faith (Heb.
11:6), repentance (Luke 13:3), confession
(Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism (Mark 16:16)—
one can have his sins totally washed away (Acts
22:16). God’s message is one that must not be
taken lightly, received with procrastination, or
totally ignored. It is an “URGENT!” matter.
God’s next request regarding transmission
of His Word is “HANDLE WITH CARE.”
We are commanded to rightly divide or handle
“aright the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15—

ASV). We are also commanded to “speak as
the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11); not “teaching for doctrines the commandments of men”
(Mat. 15:9). If not handled correctly, God’s
Word can be perverted and can lead men away
from “the grace of Christ” (Gal. 1:6-9). Jesus
told the Pharisees and scribes, “Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may
keep your own tradition” (Mark 7:9). Many
today have failed to obey the warning, “HANDLE WITH CARE.” False doctrines which
teach that man is saved by “faith only” and
that baptism is not necessary for salvation
were produced by men failing to handle
“aright the word of truth.” Seeing that God
explicitly states, “Ye see then how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith
only” (Jam. 2:24) and “baptism doth also now
save us” (1 Pet. 3:21), such carelessness is inexcusable.
It is of great import to note that though
God’s Word is to be handled with care, the
Bible is in no way “FRAGILE.” No such descriptive label need be placed on the greatest
of all books. Though many men and nations
have tried to destroy it from the face of the
earth, they are gone, and the Bible remains.
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, had the Word of
God cut “cast it into the fire that was on the
hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the
fire” (Jer. 36:23). It is untelling how many
physical copies of the Bible have been burned
since the first century. The Catholics burned
copies of William Tyndale’s English translation of the Bible and Tyndale, himself, was
“burned at the stake” after his translation was
considered “heresy.” No matter how much
power a man or organization may wield here

on earth, they are all mortal (Heb. 9:27) and
the Word of God is eternal (Psa. 119:89).
The last sticker to be placed upon this perfect parcel should be “R.S.V.P.” This abbreviation comes from the French expression, repondez s’il vous plait, which means “please
respond.” Today, the expression also entails
the connotation to not just respond, but do
so, “as soon as possible.” Any piece of mail
containing the instruction to “R.S.V.P.” is
usually an invitation to attend some future
event. In regard to the Bible, an invitation has
been made to all men to obey and to “enter
thou into the joy of thy lord” (Mat. 25:21).
Jesus invites:
Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light (11:28-30).
The Lord entreats, “be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life”
(Rev. 2:10). Jesus says:
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a
certain king, which made a marriage
for his son, And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to
the wedding (Mat. 22:2-3).
The parable continues, “and they would
not come.” We all have the responsibility to re-
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spond to the Lord’s invitation. By simply obeying God’s conditions of salvation as recorded
in the New Testament and being faithful to
His Word, our R.S.V.P. is checked, “Yes.” If
one refuses to obey God or ignores the invitation altogether, God understands the response

to be, “No.”
God chose to communicate with us through
the written Word. We should consider God’s
message to us with urgency, handle it with care,
and respond faithfully as we are commanded.
Lenoir City, TN

“I Used to Be Just Like You”
Gary W. Summers
One of our members had a brief discussion
with a man whom he seldom sees. In the
course of the conversation, the man effusively
praised “speaking in tongues.” When told that
he did not practice such, the man told him, “I
used to be just like you.” Of course, the obvious response is, “No, if you used to be like
me, you would still be where I am.” The reason is that what we believe is based on the
Scriptures—what they teach—not on some
human experience. Of course, probably few
people would understand that kind of answer;
so here are a few questions to ask.
First, what do you mean by “speaking in
tongues”? Only two responses are possible.
The first is that someone would affirm that
they speak in a known language that they had
never studied. The second option is to give an
entirely different definition. At that point you
might pose the question, “Is the Bible your
authority for all spiritual matters?” If the answer is no, then there is a real problem. Ask:
“Then what is your authority?” If it turns out
to be their feelings, then just plainly state:
“We might never come to agreement since we
have two different authorities.” (And theirs,
personal feelings, is the wrong one—Pro.

26:28). If they agree that the Bible is our only
authority, then ask, “How does the Bible define speaking in tongues?”
Be prepared to go to Acts 2:1-12. This is
the first occasion where the phenomenon is
mentioned, and they are defined as languages
spoken in various parts of the world. Since
speaking in tongues is first defined here, the
meaning will be the same anywhere else—unless there is a new or expanded definition that
all can recognize. However, it does mean the
same when used elsewhere, and it remains a
sign to those who are unbelievers (1 Cor.
13:8-10). The Word of God, the faith, was in
part; it was revealed a part at a time. But now
it has been completely revealed (2 Pet. 1:3).
All truth has been delivered for the perfecting
of Christians. The means by which all was revealed (speaking in tongues, prophecies, a
word of knowledge, a word of wisdom) is no
longer needed. A scaffold is used while a structure is being built. After the building has been
completed, the scaffolding is removed. The
complete New Testament is the building, and
the scaffolding (speaking in tongues) is no
longer necessary.
Winter Park, FL
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Remember in your prayers:
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John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
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Brantley’s son-in-law)
Juanita Cooper (Karen Diamond’s
sister)

Please Remember
July 29
Fifth Sunday Dinner; singing and a
devotional service at 1:00 pm.
August 6
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
August 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
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A Time of Separation
Jess Whitlock
President Trump has certainly taken his
share of criticism for attempting to enforce
the laws of the land concerning illegal immigrants, even from those of his own party. The
basic argument we have heard over and over
again is that they could be separated from
their children. That is sad, but will we then be
consistent?
Consider these scenarios: (1) A man (citizen/illegal) robs your bank of $50,000 and is
found guilty. He is sentenced to 30 years in
prison. But, he has children. Then what? (2) A
man (citizen/illegal) robs your bank. A bank
guard pulls his gun and is shot to death in the
conflict. The bank robber is found guilty and
sentenced to life in prison. But, he has children. Then what? (3) A man (citizen/illegal)
robs your bank. Your mate or one of your children is there as a customer. The police arrive,
having responded to a silent alarm. Your loved

one is taken hostage and killed. The man is
found guilty and sentenced to the death penalty (Gen. 9:6). But, he has children. Then
what? In each instance has the law been violated? The answer must be “yes” or “no.” My
dad taught me at an early age, “Do not do the
crime, if you cannot do the time.” Original?
No. True? Yes. Some things demand separation!
There is coming a time of great separation!
Mothers and fathers will be separated from
children. Husbands will be separated from
wives. Brothers will be separated from sisters.
Nephews and nieces will be separated from
aunts and uncles. In a nutshell, those who are
saved will be separated from the lost, and
family ties will be of no consequence.
Our Lord spoke concerning the coming
day of judgment.
But when the Son of man shall come

in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then shall he sit on the throne of
his glory: and before him shall be
gathered all the nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as
the shepherd separateth the sheep
from the goats…Then shall he say
also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil
and his angels (Mat. 25:31-32, 41).
So, we note there will be separation like
that of sheep and goats. There will be a separation of those on His left hand and those on
His right hand.
In that great day there will be a separation
of evil from good. It is compared to a separation of the wheat and the tares (Mat. 13:2436). Again, it is a division between those who
are prepared and those who are unprepared
(25:1-14). There are only the two groups.
There is not an alternative group; there is no
middle group in between.
Almost everyone remembers the tragedy of
the Titanic. On board there were the rich, the
poor, the educated, the uneducated, men,
women, children, the crew, and the passengers,
et al. However, when the list was published,
there were only two groups: those who were

saved and those who perished! It will be thus
on that great and notable day of judgment.
There will be a separation that will last for an
eternity (Heb. 9:27; Acts 17:30-31; Mat.
25:31-46; 2 Pet. 2:9; 2 Cor. 5:10; etc.).
That time of separation will be forever and
ever.
And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where are also the beast and the
false prophet; and they shall be tormented day and night for ever and
ever.… And if any was not found
written in the book of life, he was cast
into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 15).
Hell, like Heaven, is eternal. The Greek
words for eternal and everlasting are aion and
aionios. The words are defined: “everlasting,
eternal, always being, never to cease.” The
punishment for the lost will be forever and
ever (Mat. 25:41-46; 2 The. 1:9; Heb. 6:2;
2 Pet. 2:17; Jude 6, 13).
Where will you be the day after that separation takes place? Are there some changes that
need to be made between now and that day?
Today the question is, “What will you do with
Jesus?” In that day, the question will be,
“What will Jesus do with you?”
Denison, TX

It Is a Fact!
Take a leafy branch from a tree. Lay it carefully aside and watch! Slowly the color fades—
the leaves go limp, curl up, and it is dead!
Take a fish out of the lake—lay it carefully
on the sand and watch! Frantically is twists,
struggles, gradually weakens, moving its gills

slower, then quivers, and it is dead!
Take a church member, carefully allow him
to be separated from God in worship, fellowship, prayer, and active service. Gradually his
conscience quivers as it misses the Lord’s
Supper. He frets at himself for missing, as

questionable activities begin to occupy his
time. Soon, there are many hypocrites in the
church; the church is always asking for money,

finally he takes a stand against Christian living, and he is dead!
Author Unknown

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
_________
____ copy(s) of The Church (2018) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
____ copy(s) of Set Ye Up A Standard In The Land (2017) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)_________
_________
____ copy(s) of Typology (2016) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
____ copy(s) of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
_________
____ copy(s) of Innovations (2013) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
____ copy(s) of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copy(s) of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
_________
____ copy(s) of Worldliness (1999) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
____ copy(s) of Christian Fellowship (1998) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
_________
_________
____ copy(s) of Leadership (1997) @ $5.00 (spiral-bound)
____ copy(s) of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book): _________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2018) (PDF format) @ $37.75
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
Total: _________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Juanita Cooper (Karen Diamond’s
sister)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson, surgery on August
17)

Restored
Cary Parks was restored to Christ on
July 29, 2018. Please keep Cary in your
prayers and offer encouragement.
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Please Remember
August 6
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
August 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
August 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
August 20
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Are Denominations Sinful?
Roelf L. Ruffner

In the United States we see many monuments in our communities to man-made,
Satan inspired religious division—denominations. Because of the rampant religious pluralism in our society, few dare proclaim that
they are superior to other religious bodies who
claim adherence to Christianity. Most all of
them claim to be a part of “the church,” not
the body of Christ or church which Christ
Jesus died for (Acts 20:28). In U.S. currency a
nickel coin (5 cents) is a denomination of a
dollar ($1 or 100 cents) but it is not a dollar.
Likewise, a religious denomination is not
equal to the church that Jesus built (cf.
Mat.16:18).
When you look up the word denomination
in Webster’s Dictionary you find the following
definition: “a religious sect.” You look up the
word sect and you find this revealing definition, “a religious denomination, especially a

small group that has broken away from an established church.” Religious division is the
very core of denominationalism. Even the
names of many denominations reflect this.
“Baptist” belies the fact that 400 years ago
their religious ancestors separated from those
who taught that baptism was by sprinkling or
pouring rather than immersion and was for
infants as well as adult adherents. Catholic
means “universal” and reflects the Great
Schism or division of the Roman Church
from the Eastern rite or Greek Orthodox
Church in the 11th Century AD concerning the
supremacy of the Roman bishop or pope.
They saw themselves as the “Church of Peter”
and did not accept the authority of any other
church.
But why consider denominationalism sinful? Can we not just “agree to disagree” that
there are “many paths to God” as some opine?

Denominationalism Is Sinful Because It
Repudiates What the New Testament
Teaches About Christian Unity
The apostle Paul and the Holy Spirit make
the plea for unity in the body of Christ in
Paul’s epistles:
Be of the same mind one toward
another (Rom. 12:16).
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment
(1 Cor. 1:10).
be of one mind (2 Cor. 13:11).
There is one body, and one Spirit, even
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who
is above all, and through all, and in you
all (Eph. 4:4-6).
with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel (Phi. 1:27).
let us walk by the same rule, let us
mind the same thing (3:16).
There was to be no disunity or religious division in the church one reads about in the
New Testament. Those who taught otherwise
were to be marked and avoided (Rom. 16:1718).
Denominationalism Is Sinful
Because It Creates Unbelievers
by Perpetuating Division
It was the Lord Jesus Himself who prayed
for the unity of His church. In His public
prayer to God He spoke of His apostles and
future believers:
Neither pray I for these alone, but for

them also which shall believe on me
through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me (John 17:20-21).
Just as the Father and the Son are “one” (10:30;
17:22) or united in purpose and truth; so the
church is also to be united. In His prayer, Jesus
points out that one of the purposes of that
unity was as a testimony of belief to an unbelieving world.
One summer many years ago while I was in
college I worked in a laboratory. Some students were there from the Moslem country of
Algeria. We would sometimes discuss religion.
They observed all the many churches in this
country and wondered why they all claimed to
be from God but were so divided. They were
right! Unbelievers look at this division, compare it with the unity Christ demanded of His
followers, and turns away from it all in disgust.
Denominationalism Is Sinful Because It
Has God Contradicting Himself
Denominationalism often puts on a façade
of “unity in diversity” but its conflicting
church names, titles, doctrines, worship practices, and church government denote human
union not divinely authorized unity. Their minions preach a fragmented or divided Christ,
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not the “one body” or church (Eph. 4:4). It is
utter confusion with a pious face. God does
not condone this confusion and neither
should the church. Speaking of Christian worship in particular but with broader significance Paul and the Holy Spirit wrote, “For

God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of the saints” (1 Cor.
14:33). Are you a member of the church one
reads about in the Bible, the one body of
Christ, the church of Christ?
Columbia, TN

Careful Not to Rock the Boat
Dub Mowery

There are brethren who avoid controversial
issues within the brotherhood like it was the
seven-year itch. Figuratively, they do not want
to rock the boat if it might disturb the peace
and good wall among brethren. This is a noble
endeavor as long as it does not involve compromising a “thus saith the Lord.”
Some of my fellow preachers in the church
are little more than hirelings. Receiving a regular pay check may cause them to either blink
their eyes to avoid being confronted with sinful conduct among brethren where they
preach or openly embracing teaching and/or
practices contrary to the New Testament
therein. The church at Corinth was guilty of
tolerating a brother of that congregation who
was committing fornication with his father’s
wife. Instead of mourning because of that heinous sin they were puffed up about it. Puffed
up comes from the Greek word physioo, which
means to be proud, arrogant. It is hard to conceive that any brethren would be proud about
such immorality of a brother in the church.
This was not even known among the sinful society in which they lived. Corinth was a very
immoral city. The apostle Paul commanded
the Corinthian brethren to withdraw from
that immoral brother (1 Cor. 5). I wonder

how many local churches of Christ would
look the other way under similar circumstances. The good news of the church at Corinth adhering to Paul’s command to withdraw from the brother was that it brought him
to repentance. He then urged those brethren
to receive the penitent brother back in loving
fellowship.
Many congregations of today neglect to exercise discipline on erring brethren who refuse
to repent. Those local churches of Christ sin
by failing to do so. Of course, such a step
should be the last resort after taking the Scriptural steps in a loving manner to bring them
to repentance (Mat. 18:15-18). If such is consistently done in a loving manner then many
erring brethren would be recovered. It certainly worked in the case of the brother at Corinth who was committing fornication.
Many church bulletins either never have
doctrinal articles of much depth or seldom do.
If there is an indication of the type of sermons
their preacher preaches then it is not surprising why many local churches of Christ are
drifting away from the practice and upholding
of a “thus saith the Lord.”
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Linda Parks
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Juanita Cooper (Karen Diamond’s
sister)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson, surgery on August
17)
Kay Esty (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s friend)

Restored
Linda Parks was restored to Christ on
August 5. Please keep Linda in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.
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Please Remember
August 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
August 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
August 20
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
August 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
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Putting the Campbell Myth to Rest
Jim Miller

Those who actually believe Alexander
Campbell was the founder of the church of
Christ do not know the truth or else they
would not make such charge. Those who
contend that Campbell established the church
of Christ do so for one of the following reasons: (1) they do not know any better and are
ignorant of the truth, (2) they do so to poke
fun at and to reflect upon the Lord’s church in
a bad way, or (3) they are afraid to admit that
the church of Christ is the church the New
Testament authorizes (Mat. 16:18; Acts 2:47).
We read in Matthew 16:18, that the Lord
said He was going to build His church. At the
time this was spoken the church was yet in the
future. We then read where people were being
added to the church (Acts 2:47). Earlier, in
Acts 2, the gospel was preached to the Jews on
the day of Pentecost. Those Jews who believed
in Jesus were instructed to repent of their sins

and be baptized (2:37-38). About 3,000 did
obey and were added to the church (2:41, 47).
We observe that there is no mention of a
man by the name of Campbell. The apostles
were the ones who stood up with Peter, as Peter
preached this first gospel sermon. Campbell
was not born until 1786, or some 1753 years
after the events of Acts 2 occurred.
Campbell was born in Northern Ireland in
the year 1786. He came to this country on
September 29, 1809. Campbell was at one
time a member of the Presbyterian and Baptist
Churches. He found that neither of these
Churches followed the teachings of Christ, so
he withdrew from them. Taking his New Testament, he read his way to an understanding
of truth.
Here are some facts for our consideration.
(1) Christ established His church in AD 33
(Acts 2); Campbell was not born until 1786

or some 1753 years later. (2) Christ purchased
the church with His blood (20:28); Campbell
never died to purchase any church. (3) Paul
stated in the year AD 64 that the Colossians
had been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of His
dear Son (Col. 1:13); this was written several
hundred years before Campbell was born.
The church of Christ was established not
by Campbell but by the Lord Jesus Christ
(Mat. 16:18; Acts 2; 20:28). Campbell did
not introduce a single doctrine or practice for
the church of Christ. In fact, every doctrine
and practice of the church of Christ dates
back to the first century AD, and is recorded in
the New Testament.
Campbell did, along with a number of
others, determine to leave man-made churches
and turn to the New Testament. This indeed,
we commend him for doing. We also urge all
people who are concerned about their souls to

do the same today.
Those who read this short article must now
understand that Mr. Campbell had nothing
whatsoever to do with the establishment of
the church of Christ. There is only one church
mentioned in the New Testament and every
person is urged to obey the Gospel of Christ
and be added to that church (Rom. 16:16;
Acts 2:47). Churches of men offer no hope
beyond the grave, for they all shall be rooted
up (Mat. 15:13). Christ is going to deliver up
His church to the Father following the day of
Judgment (Heb. 9:27; Eph. 5:27).
Why be a party in a church in which the
Lord has no part? You still have time to become a member of the Lord’s church and secure your salvation in Christ Jesus (Acts 4:12).
Gray, ME

The Bible Will Save the World
Benjamin Franklin

The Bible contains the true religion, or
there is none. There is light in the Bible to save
the world, or the world is lost. Our only
choice is between the Bible and nothing. Judaism is abolished. Mohammedanism has no
claims in internal merit or external evidence.
The fruits of all Paganism show that it is evil,
and only evil, continually. Infidelity has nothing for the world. While it would take Christianity from us, it has nothing to propose. It is
no system—no doctrine—teaching nothing

and defends nothing. Its only province is to
stand and deny. It finds fault with everything,
starts doubts, destroys confidence, fills the
world with fears, and spreads an eternal gloom
over the prospects and hopes of all nations.
Reason and the light of nature have been tried
longer and more effectually than any system
in the world. At least four thousand years have
the pagan nations been trying what they could
do for our race without a revelation from
God. In all the experiments yet made, with no

guide but reason and the light of nature, the
tendency has been downward. Deterioration
has been the universal result, without the light
of the Bible.
We then, cling to the Bible, and the religion it reveals, as the only hope of the world.
If it fails, all must fail, and all must be lost. But
it is folly of the most stupid order to speak of
the Bible failing. Its Author is emphatically
the friend of man. Its holy lessons are all for
our good. All who have been led by it are
thankful they ever knew it. It has never deceived one or misled one. No one has ever lamented being led by it. The more solemn and
affecting the circumstances around us, and the
greater the trials in which we are placed, the
more comforting and precious are its holy
consolations to the soul. It encourages all that
is good; discourages and condemns all that is
evil. It is our guide and comfort through the
journey of life; nor does it fail when we are
sinking in death. No one who believed it before, in a dying-hour denies and repudiates
the Bible. But many determined infidels have
recanted and repudiated their infidelity when
sinking into the eternal state. That which they
talked in health, that which dwelt upon their
tongues in their mad career through life; they
themselves condemned, in the most awful and
solemn moments of life and with their dying
lips repudiated. How shameful and preposterous, that a man should live such a life of folly
and inconsistency as to be compelled in his
dying moments to condemn all his past life,
with all the sentiments he had cherished and
inculcated, and warn all men against them!
Deceased

I’m Afraid
H. L. Gradowith (Tim Smith)
I’m afraid, Lord; my heart’s breaking,
I don’t know just what I should do;
My feeble hands now are shaking,
I fear that I won’t make it through…
Please, Lord, won’t you help me today,
And hold me in Your loving arms;
Please won’t you chase my fears away…
And protect me from that which
harms.
Lord, strengthen me: for I am weak,
And help me to take a firm stand;
Lord, help me to evermore seek
Thy favor in this sinful land.
Though others live daily in sin,
Giving no thought to what is right,
Though the pressure’s great to join in:
Lord, I want to walk in the light.
When You see that I am straying,
Lord, turn me back on to the way;
Forgive my endless delaying—
And help me to trust and obey.
On the Goal ever fix my eyes,
Help me to be true ‘to the end;
Like Jesus, someday I’ll arise…
Until then on Thee I’ll depend.
My fears are all groundless, I know,
So help me put them all aside;
Be with me, as onward I go,
Be with me, whatever betide.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Ethel Pierce
Linda Parks
Debbie Dawson (hospice care)
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Juanita Cooper (Karen Diamond’s
sister)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson, surgery on August
17)
Kay Esty (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s friend)
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room 1.
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Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
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Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
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God’s Unspeakable Gift
Bruce Stulting
Some things are unspeakable because they
are inappropriate topics of conversation.
Other things are unspeakable because they are
difficult to put the idea into words. Paul had
the latter meaning in mind when he wrote,
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift”
(2 Cor. 9:15). Every good and perfect gift
comes from God (Jam. 1:17). However, Paul
had a specific gift in mind when he spoke of
God’s “unspeakable gift.”
What is the gift? The reference is God’s gift
of His only begotten Son, Jesus. This is the
Gift that cannot be sufficiently expressed by
the human tongue. Jesus stated:
For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life (John
3:16).
Furthermore, John stated:

In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent
his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins
(1 John 4:9-10).
Millions of sermons have been preached
and thousands of hymns have been written to
express this great gift of God’s love. Yet, every
one of these attempts has been insufficient to
fully tell the whole story. Consider the words
of Jesus:
no man knoweth the Son, but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him (Mat.
11:27).
Regardless of one’s intelligence or the years

of diligent study, even the most eloquent of
speakers will fail to fully understand and
adequately explain the incarnation and sacrifice of Jesus. Even our greatest efforts to expound on “God’s gift” are, at best, feeble. And
yet, our faith, joy, and thanksgiving motivate
us to keep trying.
God’s unspeakable gift is the source of
every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3). Paul wrote,
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Those who obey the Gospel receive the benefit of “God’s unspeakable
gift.” I pray that you are a partaker of God’s
gift. If not, obey from your heart the Gospel
and be made free from sin (6:17-18). Then
you can enjoy the blessing of God’s gift and do
your best to articulate the joy and thanksgiving that you feel.
Huntsville, TX

Is It Correct to Say That No Translation Is Inspired?
Guy N. Woods
It is being said with ever-increasing
frequency that inspiration is characteristic of
the original autographs only and that it does
not extend to the translations of Scriptures in
use among us today. “No translation is inspired,” we are told. The conclusion which follows from this premise is quite obvious. Most
people are without an inspired Bible today.
If the truth of the premise be granted, this
conclusion irresistibly follows—fewer than
one percent of the people in this country
today have access to, or could read if they did,
the original texts. The logic is unassailable.
Only those who read the Bible in the original
languages have access to an inspired text.
More than 99% of the population today cannot read the Bible in the original languages.
Therefore, more than 99% of the people are
without an inspired Bible.
This conclusion we unhesitatingly reject.
We reject it because the major premise on
which it rests is wholly and utterly false. It is
not true that most people are without access
to an inspired Bible today. Moreover, it is

grossly incorrect to assert that “No translation
is inspired.” What is true, and what may properly be asserted, is that we have no inspired
translators today. This is far—very far indeed
from saying that we are without inspired
translations today.
The popular notion, “no translation is inspired,” results from a mistaken concept of
(1) what inspiration is, (2) to what inspiration
extends, and (3) how inspiration was achieved.
Inspiration, noun form of the verb inspire (in +
spirare, to breathe into), denotes the result of
the Spirit’s infusion into the words, of sacred
writ. Thus Paul affirmed, “All scripture is given
by inspiration of God...” (2 Tim. 3:16). Similarly, he wrote to the Corinthians:
Which things also we speak, not in
the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth (1 Cor. 2:13).
From the foregoing it will appear to the observant reader that the “inbreathing” was into
the text of Scripture rather than into the men
who penned the Scripture, though they were,

of course, under divine guidance in what they
wrote, a fact we learn from 1 Peter 1:11-12,
and often elsewhere in the Bible. Inspiration
thus consisted of the “inbreathing” of Truth
into the Word selected to bear the message.
Inspiration actually resulted from the injection of Truth into the words they were
prompted to write. Words, signs of ideas, thus
became the vehicles to bear the ideas presented. Why were these words inspired? Because
they were the vessels of the revelation of the
Spirit, because they reflected exactly the
“mind of the Spirit.” This they did perfectly
since the words were selected by the Spirit for
precisely this purpose. They may properly be
said to be “inbreathed” (inspired) because
they achieved the design of the Spirit in reflecting the Spirit’s message. This is verbal inspiration.
What difference would it make whether the
words embodying the Spirit’s message were
English, German, French, or some other mod-

False Teacher
Delbert Goins
In the case of Balaam there is an incident concerning an angel: “And God’s
anger was kindled because he [Balaam]
went: and the angel of the LORD stood in
the way for an adversary against him”
(Num. 22:22). The angel spoke to Balaam about his secret dramatic opposition to the solemn charge God gave
him. Evil does not pay!
Deceased

ern language if, in any given instance, the word
expressed as fully and as clearly the idea involved as did the original Greek word, since the
inspiration consists in the full embodiment of
the idea and not in the nationality of the word?
If the Word, in the second instance, reflects
as accurately and as fully the meaning of the
Spirit, why is not it as much inspired (inbreathed) as the former? It does, indeed; and
there should be an end to the loose and
thoughtless and obviously incorrect declaration so often heard these days that we are
without inspired Scriptures today except as
they exist in original manuscripts. This conclusion will not bear the test of either reason
or revelation. Paul often quoted from the Septuagint (a translation of the Old Testament
into Greek) and designated it as Scripture because the passages cited exactly represented
the Truth of the original text though a translation of that text. Do those who so freely assert
that no translation is inspired seriously believe
that the Bible which Paul read from, and often
quoted, along with Christ and other apostles,
was uninspired?
The test of any translation is, “Does it reflect fully and accurately the mind of the
Spirit as revealed through those chosen by the
Lord to make known His will to man?” If yes,
the words, whatever the language, embody the
meaning of the Spirit and are as inspired as the
original presentation.
We may, therefore, find much comfort in
the fact that the Scriptures, taken from a dependable text and accurately translated, are
infallible, inerrant, all-sufficient, the full and
complete revelation of God to man.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Ethel Pierce
Linda Parks
Gabriel Stewart (Dallas & Karen
Diamond’s nephew)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Juanita Cooper (Karen Diamond’s
sister)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Kay Esty (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s friend)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Debbie Dawson, who
passed away on August 17. Please keep
Linda and Cary Parks in your prayers.
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Make plans now
to attend the
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Geoff Litke!
Sep 30 - Oct 5
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The Route to a Wicked America
Charles Pogue
Not only was freedom of religion a motive
for immigrants coming to the shores of this
country, the concern for religious freedom
persisted and was thus written into the first
amendment to the constitution. Congress was
forbidden to pass a law respecting the establishment of religion (that is establishing a state
church) or from prohibiting the free exercise
thereof. This country was established by
people who not only believed in God, but
who also paid honor to the authority of His
Word. The Bible was held in the lofty place it
must be given for the welfare of the creature.
Freedom taken for granted results in the
loss of it, and honor to God diminishes as a result of forgetting that power to make universal
law resides in Him. Secularists failed to comprehend what our founders did in that God is
our Creator and our rights come from Him.
Those rights appropriately belong to those

who honor God, but when the honor dissipates, one day the rights will have vanished.
Consequently, those who feared not God, but
who sought to achieve the hunger for political
power came to rule and asserted that Americans did not have the right of religion, but
rather the right from religion. As a result, laws
such as forbidding prayer and Bible reading in
our schools were established and constitutional rights taken away. Consequently, the
road to a wicked America began with separating God from the public sector of our lives.
When Americans were told that it was not
only acceptable, but necessary to separate God
from the public area of our lives, individuals,
who had not already been convinced so, began
to assert that God had little or no place in
their private lives as well. As a result of that
teaching being foisted upon them daily at
every level of public education, sin began a

great assault on our citizenry like it never had
in the past. Today, as opposed to the beginning of this nation, immorality is more embraced and praised than is morality.
Those who sought a wicked America were
not satisfied with a public sector that was separated from God, they demanded one that is

in opposition to Him. Abortion and homosexuality were denied as the sins they are, and
were elevated to such a pinnacle that to oppose them earns one the label of bigot and
anti-American. We now live under a condition in which to speak of God is forbidden
lest one offend an atheist and deprive him of
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his supposed rights. Yet, the eyes are blinded
to the opposite side of that coin that the believer’s actual constitutional rights are stolen,
and more importantly, his responsibility to
that Creator is derided. Good has now become evil in the United States, and evil has become the good.
There is nothing unusual or unique about
what has happened to our nation. The same
thing has occurred in the community of man
ever since God first made him. Consider the

flood, the destruction of the cities of the plain,
and the taking of Israel into Babylonian captivity. We dare not, however, say whatever will
be will be, and wait for impending persecution to come. Instead, we must do all that is
within our power to turn our nation’s people
back to a respect for God and to seek laws that
conform to the inspired Word He has given to
all of mankind for both his spiritual and his
civil wellbeing.
Beeville, TX

Can We Know Anything for Sure?
Ken Chumbley
There is a strange doctrine that is being
heard in many quarters today, both inside and
outside of the Lord’s church. This strange and
false doctrine is that man cannot know anything for sure. When the purveyors of this
doctrine are asked if they are sure, they are, in
the main, adamant in their position. Thus,
they are claiming that they can know for sure
that you cannot know anything for sure. This
is an absolute contradiction! Some would
teach that one can have his own opinions, but
he cannot know anything for sure.
However, I know for sure that this is not
only a strange doctrine, it is also a false doctrine that contradicts the plain and simple
teaching of Scripture. The Bible is very clear,
there are things that man can know for certain. This is particularly true with 1 John.
Note the following things that John believed
that there were things that we can know and
know for sure.
In the short book of 1 John, the Holy Spirit
makes it very plain that man can know. No-

tice what He says we can know:
Know—Jesus (2:3; 5:20)
Know—that we know Jesus (2:3)
Know—it is the last times (2:18)
Know—all things (2:20)
Know—the truth (2:21)
Know—that Jesus is righteous (2:29)
Know—that everyone that doeth righteousness is born of God (2:29)
Know—that when Jesus appears we shall
be like him (3:2)
Do you really know these things that John
has recorded for us in this first epistle?
I would recommend that if you do not
know these things for sure that you spend
some time reading and studying the first epistle of John that you may know for sure and
certain that there are clearly things that we can
know; those matters that the Holy Spirit has
determined that we can know and know without a shadow of a doubt.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Linda Parks
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John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Juanita Cooper (Karen Diamond’s
sister)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Kay Esty (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s friend)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Karen and Dallas Diamond in the death
of their nephew, Gabriel Stewart, on
August 22. Please keep them and their
family in your prayers.
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Truth in the Deep
Geoff Litke

More than 2,000 years ago, a ship sank in
the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of a small
Greek Island named Antikythera. This
shipwreck drew considerable interest from archaeologists due to some of its unusual and
unique artifacts. Discovered in 1900, the
shipwreck yielded its historical treasures at
first to sponge divers. In 1902, further exploration revealed what looked like a stone,
which turned out to be a calcified artifact of
unparalleled interest. The object was in fact an
ancient computer. Certainly, it was not a computer like the modern PC, but a mechanical
computer; the likes of which would not be
seen again until Charles Babbage proposed his
Difference Engine in 1822. This machine
came to be known as the Antikythera Mechanism, or the First Computer. Archaeologists
believe the device calculated astronomical
events and maybe even social events like the

Olympics. Many wild theories have been advanced about the device’s origins and purpose,
including the theory that it was created or
built by the ancient engineer\thinker Archimedes. Most of these claims remain in the area
of speculation and are, at best, educated
guesses.
In 2015, archaeologists began to realize the
debris field from the wreck was much larger
than previously believed and covered 300
square meters. In 2016, the renewed exploration turned up a find almost as rare and interesting as the computer, namely, a human
skeleton. Hannes Schroeder, an expert in ancient DNA from the Natural History Museum of Denmark commented on the find,
saying, “(The bones) looked surprising wellpreserved for being 2,000 years old and at the
bottom of the sea. It’s a very rare thing to find
something like this” (Said-Moorhouse).

This story ran on the CNN website in September 2016. CNN is a media outlet wellknown for pushing liberal ideology, but removed from a social context, the writer of the
story published a statement of an exuberant
scientist. This statement is not only contrary

to CNN’s “Brave New World,” but is diametrically opposed thereto. Schroeder went on to
explain his excitement over getting DNA samples for testing saying, “This is where the
DNA can provide some information, because
sexing based on the DNA is fairly straightfor-
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ward” (Said-Moorhouse). According to the
scientist, DNA can reveal the sex/gender of a
human being. CNN consistently runs stories
promoting the idea of gender fluidity but forgot to temper this story since it was out of the
context of social discourse. Schroeder was correct, regardless of the greater narrative of today’s media.
Disciples of pop culture encounter a great
dilemma in times like these when their deeply
held beliefs are in conflict. Specifically, their

In My Heart
H. L. Gradowith
I’ve joy in my heart that the world cannot
take,
And trust in my soul that nobody can
shake;
It’s bigger than all of this world’s sin and
strife,
It comes from the Wonderful Lord of my
life!
It filled all the saints from the Ages long
gone,
And it will fill me ‘til my time here is
done;
No it’s not a fad—this, my trust in the
Lord,
For it’s founded on Heaven’s unerring
Word!
If you’d know this joy, you’ve but to come
today
And Jesus will wash all of your sins away;
Then He’ll fill your heart with the
strength to go on
And stand beside you ‘til your work here
is done!
Deceased

belief that science has all the truth, and that the
truth is fluid. What ought they do when a
scientist like Schroeder asserts by implication
that gender is binary and may be objectively
ascertained by DNA testing? For many people
living in today’s world, Science is not merely a
process whereby some truths may be learned
and established, but it is a personification of
an unknown deity who dispenses truth at her
will. Like pagans of old, these believers have
another god, a god of culture who is now at
war with science (much like the petty rivalries
of Athena and Ares) to which god will they
sacrifice, and who will they appease when
there is a conflict?
God is a God of truth and not the author
of confusion (John 14:6; 1 Cor. 14:33). The
truth is that in the beginning God Himself
created a male and a female (Mark 10:6).
Man cannot change that, true science sustains that, and the faithful will believe and live
consistently therewith (Rom. 3:4)!
Exploration of the deep is certainly exciting
and ought to be encouraged. Scientists who
speak as Schroeder has in this matter ought to
be commended, but we do not rely on exploration, research, or science to learn the basic
truths of our existence. Mankind should dive
deeply into God’s Word to find the truth concerning the world around them and within
them.
Work Cited
Said-Moorhouse, Lauren. “Human skeleton found
in Antikythera shipwreck.” Cable News Network.
17 Nov. 2016. <http://www.cnn.com/2016/09
/20/europe/antikythera-shipwreck-human-remains-discovered/>.
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Leadership
Geoff Litke
The concept of leadership saturates the
pages of the Bible. God never carried out any
plan without some form of leadership involved. The Bible also teaches that individuals
must be submissive to their leaders whether
they be the slave (Eph. 6:5), children to their
parents (6:1-2), wives to their husbands
(5:22), citizens to their government (Rom.
13:1ff), or Christians to their shepherds (Heb.
13:17). Still, God, in a unique way, holds
leaders accountable for those under them.
Under the Old Testament, entire nations
would go astray, and the prophets would give
scathing rebukes to the leaders. Sometimes
these leaders were not advocates of wickedness
but did nothing to stop it. Other times the
leaders were teaching the people in idolatry,
lasciviousness, and extortion. There were even
times that the people were wrong, the leaders
wanted what was right, but were ignorant

concerning God, His will, and how to lead.
Today’s world is not so different from the
ancient world in which all this transpired. The
lessons are the same. God expects there to be
leaders (Tit. 1:5; Eph. 6:1ff). God directs the
leaders through His Word and holds them responsible with their souls (Acts 20:28-32).
The world is rapidly moving to reject the concept of authority, which is all the more reason
to prepare leaders and strong leaders. Corruption is growing in every corner of the world
and sincere individuals need to prepare now.
Too often preparation to lead is an afterthought whereas the world is quite diligent in
preparing disciples to lead in its ways.
It is easy to neglect the problem of leadership and say that the issue is followership
(which is a real problem). However, as long as
leaders choose not to prepare themselves and
stand up for God there will always be a prob-

lem of followership. Every individual must be
an example and thereby lead others, men
should train themselves to lead as elders and
fathers. Christians should prepare themselves
to teach and teach others (2 Tim. 2:2). These
are the proper avenues for resolving the followership problem. After doing God’s will in all
these areas, if some still will not follow, those
leaders still deliver their own souls.
In all this confusion, the church has embarked on a mad scramble to find the right
formula for success in all areas and especially
leadership. Pop psychology, public relations,

politics, good ‘ol boyism, business sense,
oriental philosophy, and everything else dominate all efforts at improving the situation.
Meanwhile, the Bible sits by ignored or only
nominally consulted. The book that contains
all things that pertain to life and godliness is
the ultimate standard concerning leadership
(1 Pet. 1:3). A simple plan to go back to the
Bible would pave the way to peace in
churches. Never an absence of problems, but
the way to deal with them that pleases God
and brings peace and joy to the faithful.
Shenandoah, TX

What of Your Spiritual Appetite?
F. F. Conley
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount,
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled”
(Mat. 5:6) Before one can eat, hunger must be
experienced. When one’s hunger for food is
lacking his interest in eating has faded. The
Psalmist had a great appreciation for the Word
of God. His appetite was keen. “How sweet
are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!” (Psa. 119:103). The
prophet Jeremiah had this to say about the
Word of God:
Thy words were found, and I did eat
them; and thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I
am called by thy name, O LORD God
of hosts (Jer. 15:16).
Is God’s Word the joy and rejoicing of your
heart? To a great many people the Word of
God is dull prose and boring reading. A great
many members of the Lord’s church are af-

flicted with such an attitude. In the first part
of the first Psalm we have a refreshing statement:
Blessed is the man That walketh not
in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor
standeth in the way of sinners, Nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But
his delight is in the law of the Lord;
And in his law doth he meditate day
and night (Psa. 1:1-2).
We have an ever increasing problem of absenteeism among many members of the holy
body of Christ. It disturbs me! It tears me up to
see people who are so careless with the security
of their souls! A generation of children is being
brought up by indifferent parents who attend
worship services only on Sunday morning. We
have learned long ago that “like father, like son.”
We stand in danger of our sons and daughters
deciding that worship services should be attended only at Easter. We must make our people

conscious of this deadly danger.
Several things bring about failure to go to
the house of God. The primary cause is a failure to respect the Word of God. Some “have
esteemed the words of his mouth more than
my necessary food” (Job 23:12).

We must implant in the hearts of Christian
men and women and boys and girls a hunger
and thirst for His Word. When that principle
is as big as it ought to be in one’s heart all
other things will fall into place.
Deceased
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Music in Worship
Geoff Litke

Walking into the auditorium you notice
the lack of a real stage and see no elaborate
lighting rig or sound system. Perhaps you look
around for a piano or organ wall, suspecting
the congregation to be more traditional, but
find none. You take a seat as the man stands
up to extend the welcome and make some announcements. The greeter concludes his introduction and leads the congregation in prayer.
Afterward, a man walks up front and center
with a book and invites the assembly to sing
together in a given song.
A visitor burdened with expectations
created through prior experiences, television,
movies, or other ways may feel that the music
service felt flat, thin, empty compared to what
they imagined it ought. Is there a reason for
this for purposeful simplicity? The answer to
that question is “yes.”
The distinct lack of a band to accompany

the singing characterize an attitude towards
worshipping God. Jesus spoke about worship
saying, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:24). Worshipping in spirit means
worshipping God with the correct attitude in
contrast to simply going through the motions,
but worshipping in truth means worshipping
God correctly as directed by truth. Jesus said,
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth” (17:17).
God created human beings with a tremendous capacity for imagination and creativity,
but when they come together to worship it is
not the time for that kind of demonstration.
Worship is first and foremost about God and
not men. God expressly communicated His
desires for worship. Particularly in the offering
of music in worship God has plainly asked for
singing; nothing more, nothing less, and

nothing else.
Twice in the New Testament the church is
instructed to sing. The apostle Paul wrote to
the church in Ephesus saying, “Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). In a similar
passage, Paul wrote to the church in Colossae
saying:
Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and

hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him (Col. 3:16-17).
In both passages the instruction is to sing.
While in Ephesians there is an instrument to
be played, but that instrument is the heart
which nicely corresponds to Jesus’ instruction
to worship in “spirit.”
It is easy to imagine that God would be
pleased with something you imagine and say
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you are doing it for Him and thus in His name
but doing something without His authority is
contrary to His name. Consider the case of
Nadab and Abihu in the Old Testament.
These men were the sons of the High Priest
Aaron. God gave explicit instructions on how
to conduct the worship and, in particular, the
fire in the altar of incense. Nadab and Abihu
chose not to follow the instructions given.
God had not itemized every other source of
fire and said, “Thou Shall Not”; He simply
specified what He wanted. When Nadab and
Abihu committed their sin, the Lord destroyed them with fire and they died. While
this seems rash and tragic, their efforts are a
memorial to all future generations on how
God feels on similar transgressions. What was
their sin? The Bible says, “And Nadab and
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them
his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before
the LORD, which he commanded them not”
(Lev. 10:1). God considers offering something
other than what He requests a corruption of
worship.
When worship comes from the heart, singing is an expression of inner joy and the heart
is the only instrument necessary for meaningful worship (Jam. 5:13). A worship assembly
whose music is built around sensuality easily
hides a lack of real spirituality from the worshipper. It is easy to mistake the emotional response to highly skilled and talented musicians for your own personal spirituality, but
simply following God’s is the remedy.
For further study please consider Hebrews
7:14.
Shenandoah, TX

The Church of Christ
Origin
Building ~ Jesus Christ—(Mat. 16:18)
Place ~ Jerusalem—(Isa. 2:2-3; Luke
24:46-47; Acts 1:8; 2:5, 14)
Time ~ c. AD 33—(Dan. 2:44-45; Mark
1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 24:49)
Faith
Creed ~ Jesus is the Christ—(Mat. 3:17;
16:16; 17:5)
Belief ~ the Son of God—(John 3:16;
4:26; 8:24; 10:36; 20:30-31)
Discipline ~ the New Testament—
(2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21)
Doctrine
Hear ~ (Mat. 13:9; 17:5; Acts 15:7;
18:8; Rom 10:13-17)
Believe ~ (John 8:24; 20:30-31; 2 Cor.
5:7; Heb. 11:6)
Repent ~ (Luke 13:3, 5; 24:46-47; Acts
17:30-31; 2 Pet. 3:9)
Confess ~ (Mat. 10:32-33; Acts 8:37;
Rom. 10:9-10; 1 Tim. 6:12-13)
Baptism ~ (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38;
8:38-39; 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4)
Practice
Worship ~ five items—(Acts 2:42; 20:7;
1 Cor. 14:15; 16:1-2; Col. 3:16)
Name ~ His church—(Mat. 16:18;
Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 1:2; 12:20-27)
His followers—(Acts 11:26; 26:28;
1 Pet. 4:16
“the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved” (Acts 2:47).
Author Unknown
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Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Lannie Grimfley (Cathy Beck’s friend)
Mindy Coursey (Harrell & Carrie
Davidson’s daughter)
Buddy Roth (Elder at Spring Church
of Christ)
Elaine DuLaney (Jason DuLaney’s
wife)
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Please Remember
September 30 - October 5
Gospel Meeting with Geoff Litke
September 30
Dinner, afternoon service at 1:00
p.m.

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail
Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com
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What Should I Expect
When I Visit a Church of Christ?
Geoff Litke

Often a curious person may ask this very
question when thinking about going to
church. Sometimes they may take their investigation a step further by asking their friends
or visiting some websites. They may dip their
toes in the water by reading up before diving
in and attending a service. One of the difficulties for people is that what they expect and
what they find are often quite different.
The idea of having expectations implies a
standard or some authority. It is completely
proper for a first-time attendee to expect the
church they visit to conduct things decently
and in order (1 Cor. 14:40). It is also good for
a visitor to expect to find the church’s worship
to conform to the teaching of the New Testament on worship. Jesus said that true worship
is in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). This

means that it is done with the correct attitude
and the correct standard. An Old Testament
character named Joshua used a similar phrase
calling on the old nation of Israel to serve God
in sincerity and truth (Jos. 24:14). Another
statement Jesus made explains what it means
to worship in truth when He said to the
Father, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth” (John 17:17). Worshipping
God is only true worship when it is with the
proper attitude in sincerity and with the
proper authority according to God’s Word.
When you show up to a church building
there is no standard given in God’s Word to
regulate what it ought to look like. Some
buildings are beautiful stone structures, others
may be built like a house while other churches
meet in offices or storefronts. Some places of

worship may have a steeple while others may
not; some may have stained glass and others
may not. Worshipping in spirit means that the
worshipper carries the reverence in their heart
and it is not dependent upon the carpet or
woodwork. There are all kinds of options,
which are not really the most important thing,
when it comes to selecting a place to worship.
The church is not the building, but the people
(Acts 15:3; 2:47; Rom. 16:3-5).
When you arrive at a place of worship and
begin to meet the people some may be boisterously friendly, and others may be quiet and
timid. This is because, like you, they are
people and a church has a diversity of personalities. The important thing is that they are all
trying to become more like Christ and use
their particular talents and personalities to the
greatest in the Lord’s service. Many people are
afraid that they will be judged, ridiculed, or
spurned when they come to church and the
truth is that most churches are really enthused
to see visitors.
Often people also worry about what will
take place or what they are supposed to do
when they attend. Some churches offer a Bible
class before worship which is for the study of
the Bible or Bible topics. Visitors are invited
to these as well. It may seem difficult or odd
coming into an unfamiliar class in the middle
of the study, but do not be discouraged, it is
normal and the feelings will change as one
continues to attend. Some offer the classes before a worship service and others after, while
some churches do not have such classes on
Sundays. Some churches use the time when
everyone is together to give announcements
on things that relate to the whole congrega-

tion, but this is a choice and varies between
churches. In the worship service itself there are
some essential things a visitor ought to expect.
First, they should expect to see and hear the
church engaging in singing. This singing is an
act of worship. Singing offers praise to God
and by so doing the church teaches and admonishes one another (Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12).
Visitors may be surprised when they do not
see a band, an organ, a piano player, or even a
choir performing to or with the assembly. The
reason for this is that God gave the command
to sing; a command for each individual to engage in worship. The mechanical instruments
offering their sounds to God would be an addition to the simplicity of worship God commanded under the New Testament (Col.
3:16-17; Eph. 5:19; Lev. 10:1-2).
Second, visitors should expect to see the
church praying together to God. Christians
pray to the Father through Jesus Christ (Mat.
6:9). The church ought to pray together and
they may have several prayers throughout the
service (1 Tim. 2:8, Acts 2:42; 1 The. 5:17).
These prayers may range in their content from
praise to God, thankfulness for blessings both
spiritual and material, the providence of God
for things generally or specifically for special
needs of the congregation.
Third, a visitor should expect to see the
congregation taking the Lord’s Supper (also
called communion) each Sunday in its worship service. This was the practice of the early
church described in the Bible (Acts 20:7;
2:42). The Lord’s supper service is a simple
ceremonial meal where one eats unleavened
bread and drinks fruit of the vine (i.e., grape
juice) as they contemplate the body and blood

Gospel Meeting with Geoff Litke
September 30 - October 5, 2018
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, 1:00 p.m.
Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 7:00 p.m.
of the Lord Jesus Christ in His death. This
memorial reminds the worshipper of the sacrifice necessary to atone for sins and the reality
of Christ’s death (Mat. 26:26-29). Partaking
of the Lord’s supper is a communion with
Christ and with one’s brothers and sisters in
Christ (1 Cor. 10:16).
Fourth, the congregation as a whole will
engage in hearing Gods’ Word. This usually
comes in the form of a sermon. The apostles
and teachers in the New Testament delivered
sermons in the worship services (Acts 20:7;
2:42). The preacher is just a leader in this act
of worship just like a prayer leader leads the
congregation in prayer and the song leader
leads the congregation in singing. Preaching is
the method of making the church strong and
pure (2 Tim. 4:1-2; Acts 20:25-32). The sermon may be over Biblical teaching on some
matter of church doctrine, moral living, or a
current event and is largely at the discretion of
the preacher or the eldership, but a preacher
must preach the Word and not simply entertain with clever stories and quotes. A preacher

Responsibility to the Word
What Is a Christian
Valued Disciples
Lessons from the Life of Abraham
Lessons from the Life of Cain
Lessons from the Life of Jonah
Lessons from the Life of Gehazi
Lessons from the Life of Abijah
should reprove, rebuke, and exhort all the
while pointing to the way of salvation.
Finally, the congregation will take time in
the service for giving. The contribution is a
part of the worship where each worshipper
gives as they have prospered for the work of
the church (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Most churches
take up this collection immediately before or
after the Lord’s supper, but it is a separate and
distinct act of worship.
Many people worry about coming to service underdressed or overdressed. It is really not
necessary to agonize over this. God cares
about us being considerate to Him more than
the price or quality of our clothes. Take a moment to consider how you might dress when
presenting yourself to a governor or royalty;
how you would dress for a memorial ceremony which worship is. Ask yourself how you
would feel comfortable presenting yourself before God and both God and the church will
be happy to see you visiting.
Shenandoah, TX
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Lannie Grimfley (Cathy Beck’s friend)
Mindy Coursey (Harrell & Carrie
Davidson’s daughter)

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Aleacia Godwin in the death her
mother, Ethel Pierce, on September 19.
Please keep Aleacia and the Pierce
family in your prayers.
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ethel Pierce family in the death of her
sister, Caroline Lewis, on September
18. Please remember her family in your
prayers.

Please Remember
September 30 - October 5
Gospel Meeting with Geoff Litke
September 30
Dinner, afternoon service at 1:00
p.m.
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Who Is Not a Christian?
Dub McClish

Christian appears three times in the New
Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16).
This term is used interchangeably with disciple,
saint, believer, and (for the most part), brethren
after Jesus died and built His church. Most
people apply Christian indiscriminately to
anyone who gives even the least lip service to
Jesus and/or His doctrine. However, by Bible
definition, who, in fact, is a Christian? Determining who is not a Christian may help us answer this question.
The Old Testament saints were not Christians. Verily, many godly men and women
lived before the cross, some of whom were
Jesus’ contemporaries (e.g., Luke 1:6; Phi. 3:6).
However, Christian was never applied to
anyone who lived before Jesus died and built
His church. The three passages in which Christian appears all related to those who were/are
in His church.

Not all “good” people are Christians, although all true Christians are good people.
Cornelius was “a devout man, and one that
feared God with all his house, who gave much
alms to the people, and prayed to God always”
(Acts 10:1-2). Although a Gentile (generally
synonymous with idolater in the first century),
he lived such an upright life that he had a good
reputation even among the Jews who despised
Gentiles (10:22). Nevertheless, he was not a
Christian until he heard the Gospel, believed
in Christ as God’s Son, and obeyed Him in
baptism (10:33, 47-48). A morally upright life
is commendable, but it does not make one a
Christian.
Not all who are religious are Christians, although all true Christians are religious. Paul
described the Athenians as “very religious”
(17:22), but they were devoted to paganism;
they certainly were not Christians. The great

crowd on Pentecost was composed of “devout
people” (2:5), but they were Jews, not Christians. The same was true of the Ethiopian
(8:27-28), Lydia (16:13-15), and Saul of Tarsus (26:5), but their devotion to God apart
from obeying the Gospel was insufficient to
make them Christians.
Not all church members are Christians, although all true Christians are members of
Jesus’ church. The Lord promised to build His
church (Mat. 16:18). It began on the Pentecost
after God raised Him from the dead (Acts
2:47). It is composed of Disciples—Christians
(8:1-3; 11:26). One becomes a Christian by
confessing his faith in Christ, repenting of his
sins, and being baptized to receive forgiveness
of his sins (2:37-38, 42, 47). Membership in a

denomination founded by men does not make
one a Christian. The Bible knows nothing of
the counterfeit religious system of Roman
Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant denominations that reflect apostasy that began seventeen or more centuries ago.
Not all believers in Christ are Christians,
although all true Christians must believe in
Christ. If mere faith were sufficient, the demons would be Christians (Jam. 2:19). Inactive faith is dead faith (2:20, 24, 26; Gal. 5:6).
Merely saying “Lord, Lord” (confessing belief
in Him) is not enough to make one a Christian. One must obey God’s will through Christ
(Mat. 7:21-23).
Denton, TX

Teaching
Geoff Litke
Teaching is an essential part of New Testament Christianity. We see that it is a prerequisite to salvation under the authority of
the New Testament (John 6:45; Rom.
10:17).
The teaching however does not stop there.
In Acts 20:7 we see Paul teaching the disciples in their worship assembly. However,
speech or a sermon is not the only way this
teaching is to be done. It is always for the
purpose of edifying, but in addition to regular sermons and Bible study we engage in
singing. We often tend to overlook the value
of this teaching.
Colossians 3:16 plainly states that teaching and admonishing are to be done in song.

With this in mind we need to be mindful
about what we sing and how we sing it. We
must ensure that what we teach in song is no
less questionable than what is preached or
taught from the pulpit in the sermon. We
must also be just as concerned that the song
leaders are spiritually qualified and faithful as
we are concerned about the preachers and
Bible class teachers.
In singing we see the wisdom of God in
providing for us an excellent tool for teaching
the truth and glorifying Him in every deed.
Thus, it must be that all things are done by
the authority of Christ to bring glory to Him
and not ourselves (Col. 3:17)
Shenandoah, TX

Gospel Meeting with Geoff Litke
September 30 - October 5, 2018
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, 1:00 p.m.
Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 7:00 p.m.

Responsibility to the Word
What Is a Christian
Valued Disciples
Lessons from the Life of Abraham
Lessons from the Life of Cain
Lessons from the Life of Jonah
Lessons from the Life of Gehazi
Lessons from the Life of Abijah

The Gospel Meeting will be broadcast live on the Internet at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html

A covered-dish meal will be provided:
Monday Thursday at 6:00 p.m., in the zone room.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy Gospel preaching and a meal.

What Does Jesus Christ Mean to You?
To the geologist, He is the Rock of Ages.
To the builder, He is the Foundation.
To the doctor, He is the Great Physician.
To the jeweler, He is the Pearl of Great Price.
To the pilgrim, He is the Way.
To the weary, He is Rest.
To the thirsty, He is the Water of Life.

To the philosopher, He is the Wisdom of God.
To the banker, He is the Hidden Treasure.
To the educator, He is the Great Teacher.
To the farmer, He is the Lord of the Harvest.
To the sinner, He is the Lamb of God that
takes away sin.
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Bill Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Lee Hammac
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Mindy Coursey (Harrell & Carrie
Davidson’s daughter)

Please Remember
October 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
October 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.

Website
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
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http://www.bellviewcoc.com

Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/
BellviewCoC

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist
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“I Am the Captain of My Soul”
Jerry C. Brewer
Unremorseful, unrepentant, and unprepared, Timothy McVeigh slipped into eternity
at Terre Haute, Indiana’s Federal Prison on
June 11, 2001. Those of us who lived in Oklahoma City and witnessed the unspeakable
horror of April 19, 1995 will always have
McVeigh’s picture etched into our memories.
He shed innocent blood and wrought misery
in thousands of hearts in his absolutely evil act
of murder. In his final gesture of defiance,
McVeigh made his last statement with the
poem, “Invictus,” whose final lines say, “I am
the master of my fate. I am the captain of my
soul.” In so doing, this wretched, evil man
who considered the lives of innocent children
he killed as, “collateral damage,” spit in the
face of God. Also, like the rich man who,
“lifted up his eyes, being in torments” (Luke
16:23), now awaits God’s righteous judgment.
His fate was in his own hands while he lived

on earth, but he is not the “master of his own
soul. “Then shall the dust return to the earth
as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it” (Ecc. 12:7).
Like Timothy McVeigh, each of us is the
captain of his own fate while he lives in this
world, but we are not the masters of our own
souls. The final disposition of the soul—
whether eternal punishment or eternal life—
will be made by God, Who shall judge all the
earth through Jesus Christ (Mat. 25:31-46;
Acts 17:30-31).
You and I are making choices each day
which will determine where we spend eternity—life and death choices. As creatures of
free will, we may choose to travel the broad
way that leads to eternal loss and destruction,
or the narrow way that leads to life eternal
(Mat. 7:13-14).
The profoundly sad thing about men’s reli-

gion in our society is its teaching of egalitarian
grace, wherein no soul will be lost because of
his conduct. One religious leader said that,
Timothy McVeigh, “was not an evil person.”
That sums up the thinking of modern religion
in America. Evil is not a reality and men may
live as they please and still go to heaven. Those
who preach that kind of grace will have a
shocking, eternal awakening when they, too,
slip into eternity unrepentant, unremorseful,
and unprepared.
The life lived here is not the end of our existence. It is a period of preparation for eternity. God has not only warned of judgment to
come, but has amply illustrated His wrath on
the ungodly throughout history. He destroyed
the ancient, wicked world with a flood, saving
Noah and his family (Gen. 6-8). He destroyed
wicked Sodom with fire and brimstone, saving
Lot’s family (Gen. 19), He destroyed the Israelite nation with Roman legions in AD 70, delivering the faithful from it and, in His own
good time, He will destroy this present wicked
world (2 Pet. 3:10-13).
When was the last time you heard a
preacher speak on the judgment of God, or
the eternal punishment of the wicked in hell?
You may have to think back a long time. That
subject is off-limits and passé to modern expounders of the “here and now” religion of
universal salvation.
However, be warned. God’s judgment is
coming and each day you live you are choosing where you will spend eternity. The only
way to escape God’s wrath is through His plan
of salvation, revealed by His grace in the New
Testament. It is not through a “sinner’s prayer”
that the devil and his servants tell you to re-

cite. Nor is it through “grace only” without
any obedience on your part. Those are the
devil’s lies that he has been telling since he told
Eve, “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4).
Satan calls good evil and evil good and his
ministers parrot his line every time they tell
you to, “Just pray the sinner’s prayer” or “Just
believe and God’s grace will never let you fall.”
To choose those lies is to choose eternal death.
The way of Christ is narrow (Mat. 7:1314). It involves effort on your part in turning
from a life of unrighteousness and spiritual
death to one of godliness and spiritual life
(Rom. 6:17-18). That is done when one believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
(Mat. 16:16; John 8:24), repents of his sin
(Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30-31), confesses his faith
in Christ (Rom. 10:10; Acts 8:37), and is immersed into Christ for the remission of sins
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27).
The choice is ours while we live. We are the
captain of our own fate—on this side of eternity. However, we are not the ultimate masters
of our own souls. The soul will return to God
Who gave it, and it is He who shall judge according to His righteous standard (John
12:48).
Obey the Gospel and escape the wrath to
come. Timothy McVeigh did not.
Elk City, OK

Gospel Meeting
with

Geoff Litke
Lessons can be viewed at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html

God Loves Everyone
Tim Smith
It is true—God loves everyone. There is no
one now living who falls outside of the
bounds of God’s love. John 3:16 tells us so. He
sent His Son to die for “the world,” His payment for sins was “not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world.” He “is not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.”
While He loves everyone, He will not save
everyone. He will save only those who approach Him through His Son—“I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me” (14:6). The vast
majority of humanity will be lost (as in “many
called, few chosen, and “few there be that find
it”). His love is great—as was the love of His
Son (“greater love hath no man than this, that

a man lay down his life for his friends”). He
has extended to us His grace (cf. Eph. 2:8-9),
and that grace calls on us to be obedient (cf.
2:10).
Hell has been prepared, it is designed as a
place of punishment, endless punishment,
and will be peopled with the devil and his angels and all them that fail to properly follow
Him in this world. The existence of hell in no
way diminishes the love of God for man. It
simply indicates that should man fail to properly respond to God’s love, the punishment is
as great as the reward to those who properly
prepare. Have you properly responded to His
love for you?
Deceased

Please Read and Consider Carefully
If you are not planning on attending Bible class next Lord’s day, please check one or more
of the excuses below or list a better one.
1. If I can’t be a teacher, I won’t go.
2. Don’t enjoy Bible study class.
3. Don’t like the lesson we study. I want my way.
4. Don’t like the teacher.
5. Teacher never asks me any questions.
6. Know all I need to know about the Bible.
7. Too tired. Stayed out late Saturday night and I just have to rest.
8. Sunday morning headache.
9. Don’t want to go.
10. Rather stay home and read the Sunday paper.
When you have checked excuses will you not save this paper and give it to the Lord on the
Day of Judgment? If He accepts them now, He will accept your excuses then!
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Linda Parks
Carla Burleson
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Mindy Coursey (Harrell & Carrie
Davidson’s daughter)

Please Remember
October 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
October 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
October 31
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
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Facebook Page
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Medical Marijuana, Oh, Really?
Jess Whitlock
“Fools mock at sin, But among the upright
there is favor” (Pro. 14:9). Sin is being played
down in America today, and what is worse is
being promoted! Consider alcohol, abortion
on demand, gambling, adultery, divorce for
any cause, so-called marriages (?) of a man to a
man or a woman to a woman, etc. The world
has contended with drug abuse for multiplied
centuries. “Do not be deceived, God is not
mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). The crimes caused by
hallucinatory drugs would fill thousands of
volumes of books. Yet, many supposedly
sound citizens have been instrumental in
making former illegal drugs legal! Fools will
go on making a mockery of sin.
Former President Obama argued that “marijuana is less dangerous than alcohol…as has
been well documented. I smoked pot as a kid,
and I viewed it as a bad habit and vice, not

very different from cigarettes that I smoked as
a young person.” This was the former President of America speaking! When reporters of
the New Yorker pressed Obama as to marijuana being “less dangerous” than alcohol, he
said, “Yes, in terms of its impact on the individual consumer.” You may recall that Obama
suggested the legalization of recreational marijuana use in Colorado and Washington was
an important experiment that may help to
remedy the
disproportionate number of marijuana-related arrests and incarcerations
among minorities… we should not be
locking up kids… for long stretches
of jail time, when some of the folks
who are writing those laws have probably done the same thing.
Four years ago, recreational marijuana was
legalized for sale in the state of Colorado. In

the first ten days of 2014 more than five million dollars of pot was sold. Recreational marijuana on average, costs twice as much as medical marijuana. The report in Colorado early
in the year was they were running out of pot
fast.
Marijuana is illegal under federal law.
Satan is alive and well in America today.
Eight states have legalized recreational marijuana and 16 states have legalized medical
marijuana. Oklahoma’s State Question 788
recently passed. This caused Governor Mary
Fallin to state, “This new law is written so
loosely that it opens the door for basically recreational marijuana.” She is right. So, almost
half the states of the United States have paved
the way for an illegal drug to be counted as
legal! May God have mercy upon our nation
for our stupidity.
In Galatians 5:19-21, we find listed the
“works of the flesh.” In verse 20, you will note
the English word sorcery is taken from the
Greek pharmakia, which is defined by W. E.
Vine:
primarily signified the use of medicine, drugs, spells; then, poisoning;
then sorcery, Galatians 5:20…see
also Revelation 9:21; 18:23. In
sorcery, the use of drugs, whether
simple or potent, was generally accompanied by incantations and appeals to occult powers (51-52).
It is estimated that in Colorado only 2% of
prescribed marijuana is given to people who
suffer from cancer and less than 1% from
HIV/AIDS virus patients. Around 94% of
prescriptions for pot are due to “unspecified
pain.” So, if you have a tooth ache or a hang-

nail, just go get some medical marijuana. In
those states where “medical marijuana” has
been introduced, the use of pot has gone up!
America continues to make a mockery of sin.
You may make marijuana (almost) legal in
our nation, which many have or are attempting to do, but you can never, ever make it
right!
Or do you not know that your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in

You Tell What You Are
You tell on yourself by friends you seek,
by the very manner in which you speak;
by the way you employ your leisure time,
by the use you make of dollar a dime.
You tell what you are by the things you
wear,
by the spirit in which your burdens you
bear;
by the kind of things at which you laugh,
by the records you play on the phonograph.
You tell what you are by the way you
walk,
by the things of which you delight to
talk,
by the manner in which you bear defeat,
by so simple a thing as how you eat.
By the book you choose from the wallfilled shelf,
In these ways and more, you tell on yourself,
So there’s really not a particle of sense
In an effort to keep up false pretense.
Author Unknown

you, whom you have from God, and
you are not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify
God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

Work Cited
Vine, W. E. An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1961.
51-52.

Denison, TX

The Coming Generation
Why is it that preachers continually emphasize the importance of Bible study? Have
they just run out of other things to say or is it
really that important?
Perhaps one thing to remember is that
apostasy lurks just one generation away. It has
been true in the past and it is true today. You
will remember that the days of Joshua were
glorious. This man served as the faithful minister of Moses, the servant of God, the bold
and believing spy, the successor of Moses, the
captain of the hosts of Israel, and the conqueror of Canaan. His influence was so great that
“the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua” (Jud. 2:7). However, at the age of one
hundred ten, Joshua died. “And there arose
another generation after them, which knew
not the LORD” (2:10).
One generation serves the Lord—the next
does not. How swiftly things can change!

Gospel Meeting
with

Geoff Litke
Lessons can be viewed at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html

What brought it all about? The answer is quite
simple. Someone allowed a crop of children to
grow up without the proper instruction, and
eventually they had to reap destruction. One
step followed another until the punishment of
God was meted out. Note the order of progression as it related to Israel.
1. Spiritual illiteracy. They “knew not the
LORD” (2:10).
2. Forsaking of God. “And they forsook
the LORD God of their fathers, which
brought them out of the land of Egypt”
(2:12).
3. Serving false gods. They followed “the
gods of the people that were round
about them” (2:12).
4. Punishment from God. “And the anger
of the LORD was hot against Israel, and
he delivered them into the hands of
spoilers that spoiled them” (2:14).
There is no hope if spiritual illiteracy prevails. Heathen altars will abound. Tidal waves
of iniquity will arise and destruction will follow.
We must not fail the youth of today. We
must diligently teach them the truth lest it
once again be said, “there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD”
(2:10).
Author Unknown
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Who Loves God the Most?
Ron Cosby
Jesus addressed this very question to an ungrateful religious leader who needed to understand his sinfulness before the holy God of
heaven. Simon, the ungrateful leader we have
in mind, failed to understand God’s love,
mercy, and forgiveness. You can see this lack of
understanding in his ill treatment of the tearful
woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her hair.
While Jesus ate a meal in the house of
Simon the Pharisee, a woman who was known
to be a sinner brought an alabaster cruse of
ointment and, weeping, dried the Lord’s feet
with her hair. When this humble act occurred,
Simon contemptuously thought within himself, “This man, if he were a prophet, would
have known who and what manner of woman
this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.”
Jesus not only knew of the woman, He also
knew the very thoughts of Simon. Thus, Jesus
met and surpassed the standard which the ar-

rogant Simon required (Luke 7:37-50).
In His usual manner, the Lord seized the
opportunity to teach a valuable lesson on forgiveness. Through the parable of the forgiven
debtors, He taught, “to whom little is forgiven,
the same loveth little” (7:47). How would you
have answered the Lord? I believe one’s answer
depends on the state of his heart and his understanding of sin. Some would say that Jesus
is teaching that big sinners love the Lord more
than little sinners. This reveals a lack of understanding of sin itself. Transgression against the
will of heaven is transgression. Failing to do
what a loving Father requires is failure. Such
failure is enough to cause the sinner to be lost
in a devil’s hell no matter how small we deem
the sin. Those who are delivered from the eternal consequences of their sin(s), regardless of
its size, ought to be eternally grateful for God’s
great mercy, manifested in forgiveness.

Some feel that Jesus is teaching the more one
sins, the greater one’s love will be toward God.
Again, not so. One sin is enough to cause the
sinner to be lost. Those who realize God’s tremendous love manifested in their salvation, regardless of the number of sins, are eternally
grateful to the merciful Father.
Both the woman and the Pharisee transgressed God’s will, but only the woman realized sin’s magnitude and horror before a holy
and just God. Our comprehension of the
depth of sin will determine the depth of our
love toward God. Loving gratitude grows out
of a keen sense of sin and our having acquired

salvation from its terrible consequences. The
sinful woman loved Jesus greatly because she
comprehended the outrageousness of her sin
and the greatness of heaven’s mercy toward her.
Simon, on the other hand, treated Jesus shamefully because he thought he was not such a bad
fellow. Neither the woman nor Simon could
remain in sin and expect mercy.
I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked; but that the wicked turn from
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Israel (Eze. 33:11).
Although God is willing to forgive, salva-

When Is One Backsliding?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

When the way to the meeting place is too far.
When the sermon is too long.
When you dislike the brethren.
When the sermon makes you mad instead of penitent.
When the prayer is a burden or is forgotten.
When you fret if called upon to give a little more.
When everyone is wrong but you.
When things have to go your way or you will not cooperate.
When you will not admit wrong.
When you gripe about the church doing too much.
When company will keep you away from the assemblies of the church.
When you complain about not being visited, when you do not visit.
When you talk or have in the past talked about others for not attending when they
could, and you do not attend when you can.
• When you lose interest for some personal interest.
If you have any of these symptoms, repent, pray, and read your Bible more, and attend
every times the church meets.
Author Unknown

tion is still conditional. For all alien sinners
today, the conditions for salvation are the same
as they were in the days of the Lord’s apostles:
(1) Faith (Luke 7:50), (2) Repentance (2 Pet.
3:9), (3) Confession (1 Tim. 6:11-12), and
(4) Water Baptism (Acts 22:16). For the child
of God who has fallen, the conditions are indicated in 1 John 1:8 and Acts 8:21.
Who loves God the most? He who realizes
the enormity of his debt to God because of sin
and the enormity of God’s mercy in forgiveness. Brother J. W. McGarvey cautioned:
We must not draw the conclusion that
sin produces love, or that much sin
produces much love, and that therefore much sin is a good thing. The
blessing which we seek is…proportioned to the quantity of sinful sense
which we feel. We all have sin enough
to destroy our souls, but many of us
fail to love God as we should through
an insufficient sense of our sinfulness

(296).
Since all men are equally indebted to God,
it is the apprehension of the depth of sin and
its horrible nature that determines the depth
of our love. Such apprehension then is able to
see God’s grace and mercy.
What will be our response to God’s love
today? Gratitude or arrogance? Tears or laughter? Kisses or a verbal backhanded slap? Obedience or indifference? Which will it be? Search
and ask, “Am I an ungrateful Simon? Have I
sinned but little?” Or, “Am I the tearful and
faithful woman? Do I now see the horrible,
outrageous, and enormous wicked nature of
my transgressions?” Do I see God’s mercy and
love?
Work Cited
McGarvey, J. W. The Four-Fold Gospel. Grand
Rapids, MI: Standard Publishing Co., 1914.
Jay, OK

Reading the Bible
One of the darkest omens of today for the
church is the failure to read the Bible daily on
the part of those who profess to be Christians.
The serious succession is this: We cannot know
God unless we know the Christ. He alone has
declared the Father.
We cannot know Christ unless we read the
Scriptures. He said, “They are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). We cannot learn
Christ from mere history, for it only records his
existence. The only source of information concerning Him is the Bible, and He appears
there, beginning with the first verse, and going

clear through the last.
The Berean Christians were called more
noble because of searching the Bible daily to
see if the things they were being taught were
true. All study about the Bible and all study at
the hands of others cannot be compared with
careful, diligent, personal, and daily reading
and study of it for one’s self. No doubt, many
Christians today are uncomfortable and lonely
because they do not know Christ in that only
source where He can be known.
Author Unknown

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
Paul Brantley
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Mindy Coursey (Harrell & Carrie
Davidson’s daughter)

Please Remember
October 31
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
November 3
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
November 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.

Website
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

BEACON

http://www.bellviewcoc.com

Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/
BellviewCoC

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

BEACON
Vol. XLVII / No. 44
October 29, 2018
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.
Bill Busch

Primary Message
David P. Brown
To some brethren (evidently more than a
few), unity among and between men is the
fundamental and primary design of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. To the contrary, the fundamental design of the Gospel is to bring men into
unity with God. One is not ready to preach the
Gospel if that one is going into all the world
to unify men. We go into all the world to get
men to walk with God.
Having stated what the primary purpose of
the church via the preaching and defense of the
Gospel of Christ is to accomplish, we hasten
to add that we are not unmindful of our Lord’s
prayer for the unity of believers in Christ as the
Son of God and their Savior (John 17:20-21).
Every Christian desires to see our Lord’s prayer
for unity of all believers answered.
However, it is useless to seek unity among
men simply for the sake of unity. Such an idea
is foreign to the Bible. The Gospel is God’s

power to save men—men who are in need of
salvation because they are separated from God
by their sins (Mark 16:15; Rom 1:16; 3:23;
10:17; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 2 The. 1:8; 1 John 3:4).
Thus the unity that should first, foremost, and
always concern every Christian is the reconciliation of men to God through the preaching
and defense of the pure, unadulterated Gospel
of Jesus Christ (John 12:48; Col. 3:17; 1 Tim.
4:1-3). It is vain to seek unity among men
apart from “walking in the light” of God’s
Truth (1 John 1:7; cf. John 8:32-32; 17:17;
Jude 3).
Therefore, whatever causes any member of
the church to deviate from the doctrine of
Christ, no matter how slight the departure may
seem to fallible men, such a departure ruins the
ultimate, final, and logical end of the Divine
Scheme of Redemption—the salvation of the
souls of men.

If, therefore, the unity Christ prayed for and
Paul commanded (1 Cor. 1:10), the points of
which are listed in Ephesians 4, is to be realized, we must learn to put “first things first” or
we will get the proverbial “cart before the
horse” in the matter of unity and thereby corrupt the whole Divine system of unity (Mat.
6:33).
Without the doctrine of Jesus Christ believed and obeyed, no person can be saved and
remain in a saved state with God. Only by a
pure Gospel can men find and possess salvation from sin through the blood of Jesus
Christ. Only those who are saved from sin have
authority from God to unite with one
another—and then unite only on His terms.
To seek a unity among men apart from the
doctrine of Christ is foreign to and against
God’s Scheme of Redemption.
Thus the Holy Spirit-inspired John instructs
us:

Look to yourselves, that we lose not
those things which we have wrought,
but that we receive a full reward.
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive
him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed: for he that biddeth
him God speed is partaker of his evil
deeds (2 John 8-11).
Therefore, we must teach, believe, practice,
and contend for unity with God first, which
unity comes only through compliance with
Christ’s doctrine, Only by such compliance
with the doctrine of Christ is the unity for
which Christ prayed—and which Paul commanded—obtained and perpetuated.
Spring, TX

Respecting the Silence of the Scriptures:
Answering a “Confusing” Question
The author of the following article is unknown, though this in no way takes away from
the power or soundness of the message:
Fundamental to any real study of the Bible
is an understanding of how the Lord permits
or restricts any particular act. For centuries argument has raged over the silence of the Scriptures, and whether or not that silence is either
permissive or restrictive. If the former, then
anything that is not explicitly forbidden is allowable. If the latter be true, then the one who
pleases God is the one who does only that for

which he has Divine authority. And too, does
God care whether or not one does that which
is authorized? In other words, can you pretty
much do whatever you like religiously, as long
as you are sincere, and still please God? The
Bible is its own best commentary, and one aspect that goes to prove its inspiration is the fact
that it anticipates and answers error. Study
carefully these accounts from Scripture that
bear directly and powerfully on the matter of
Divine authority and the conduct of man.
The sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu of-

fered an unauthorized religious act to God.
Note the Bible account:
And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of
Aaron, took each of them his censer,
and put fire therein, and laid incense
thereon, and offered strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not commanded them. And there came forth
fire from before Jehovah, and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah (Lev 10:1-2—ASV).
Lest one is left wondering about the term,
“strange fire,” the Divine record goes on to
elaborate that this fire was that which God
“had not commanded them.” Is it possible that
God of Heaven demands that our acts of worship be according to His commands? Are we
to understand that authority for religious acts
makes a difference to God? Our religious
world says, “No, God does not care how you
worship or what religious name you wear.”
Nadab and Abihu paid for their unauthorized
act with their lives. Here is a Divine commentary on man’s presumptuous acts that go outside of God’s will and beyond what is
authorized. Does God care about authority for
religious doctrine and practice? Nadab and
Abihu’s account unequivocally says, “Yes!”
If ever there was a man with good intentions, it was Uzzah. Not a name frequently
mentioned in Holy verse, Uzzah was accompanying the Ark of the Covenant as it was
being transferred from Kirjath-jearim to Jerusalem according to King David’s instructions.
We pick up then with the Bible account.
No place in Scripture was there anything
that might remotely be construed as qualifying
Uzzah to touch the ark. However, at the same

time, we freely admit that nowhere in God’s
Word do we find an explicit prohibition
reading, “Uzzah, you shall not touch or steady
the ark.” You might think Uzzah’s crime to be
petty, or even of no consequence. God’s anger
was “kindled against Uzzah” (2 Sam. 6:7), and
smitten of the Lord, Uzzah pays for his sin by
death. Modern theologians would look at
Uzzah’s actions and saying, “No big deal.”
Some would no doubt ask, “Where does God
forbid Uzzah to touch the ark?” What man
thinks is insignificant may very well be important in the sight of our almighty God. The account of Uzzah teaches us that indeed, that
which is unauthorized is prohibited.
Author Unknown

How Many of These
Tim Smith
How many of the following have you
done since you last read your Bible?
Watched television?
Read the newspaper?
Read the TV Guide?
Took a nap?
Gone to the movies?
Read a novel?
Gone to bed?
Visited with friends?
Made a phone call?
Gone on vacation?
You know whether too much time has
passed since your last study of the Word…
only you…And the Lord.
Deceased
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Do You Believe, Truly Believe?
Roelf L. Ruffner
And he said unto them, Why are ye
troubled? and why do thoughts arise
in your hearts? Behold my hands and
my feet, that it is I myself: handle me,
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have (Luke 24:3839).
Dear reader, we live in world filled with unbelief. It glories in skepticism and cynicism.
Many have replaced their faith in the God of
the Bible with the false god of pseudo-science
or philosophy. What about you, do you truly
believe? Are you prepared to be tortured for
that faith, chained to a stake and burned alive
because you believe Jesus Christ is the Son of
God? Will you endure years of ostracism and
human friendlessness for making Him your
Lord and Master?
Perhaps you honestly do not know and have
doubts. Why do many today scoff and ridicule

New Testament Christianity? I challenge you
to examine the evidence for yourself. You may
begin by answering a few questions.
Do you believe that Jesus’ tomb was empty
on that Sunday morning in AD 30? He had
been murdered by the Jews and the Romans
three days before. His mutilated body was
placed in another’s tomb wrapped in a linen
cloth with 100 pounds of aromatic spices in its
folds (John 19:38-40). No wounded man who
suffered a tremendous loss of blood could have
recovered and moved the stone that covered
His sepulcher (Mark 16:3-4). Yet, even the
Roman military guards found it empty after
witnessing an angel removed the stone (Mat.
28:2-15). If you admit the tomb was empty
you must come to the logical conclusion that
Jesus rose from the dead as the Bible affirms.
Do you believe the eye witnesses’ testimony
recorded in the New Testament that Jesus ap-

peared in the flesh on this earth to many
people for forty days after His resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:3-9)? Those witnesses included His
own brother James who may have doubted His
divinity during His earthy ministry (John 7:5).
There was a total of over 500 eye witnesses to
His eleven recorded appearances; including the
apostle Paul whom He appeared to later. This
was not a case of mass hysteria. Jesus appeared
at various places and at different times during
that period. All witnesses stood by their accounts, no report was ever retracted.
Do you believe Jesus appeared to others in
bodily form (not a spirit or a phantom) after
He arose from the dead and that He could
have been touched and felt of? Jesus went so
far as to eat broiled fish before His apostles at
one of His Sunday evening appearances to
prove to them that He was flesh and blood
(Luke 24:41-43). A vision, dream, hallucination, or even an optical illusion does not do
this.
Have you tried to understand the Scriptures
concerning Jesus and His resurrection?
And he said unto them, These are the
words which I spake unto you, while I
was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the psalms, concerning me.
Then opened he their understanding,
that they might understand the scriptures (Luke 24:44-45).
We need not believe that this was done miraculously. One does not need a miracle to understand the Bible or a special enlightenment,
only an open mind, an open Bible (2 Tim.
3:16-17; Acts 17:11) and a thirst for the Truth.

Gospel Meeting
with

Geoff Litke
Lessons can be viewed at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html
Is the Bible’s account true or not?
Do you believe that there is life after death?
For I know that my redeemer liveth,
And that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth: And though after
my skin worms destroy this body, Yet
in my flesh shall I see God (Job
19:25-26).
Jesus proved it! He came back to this world
after being dead for three days. If this is not
true, the Gospel is but a lie and there is nothing after this life (1 Cor. 15:12-17). We will all
be like Rover when we die—dead all over. If it
is true, then someday all shall be resurrected
and kneel before Him on that great and terrible Judgment Day confessing Him as Lord
(Phi. 2:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:11-15).
How do you answer these questions, dear
reader? Please consider the evidence and come
to the undeniable conclusion that Jesus is the
Son of God. Then believe Him enough to obey
Him (John 14:15) and obtain the remission of
sins that only God can give (Luke 24:46-48;
Acts 2:37-38). Believe the Word of God, be
saved, and gain eternity (John 3:3, 5; Acts
22:16; 1 Pet. 1:23). “Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless
you, in turning away every one of you from his
iniquities” (Acts 3:26).
Columbia, TN

All the Words of This Life
Charles Pogue
Because of the preaching and the signs performed by the apostles resulting in more believers being added to the Lord, the high priest
was filled with indignation and put them in
prison. He could not hold them there. An
angel of the Lord opened the doors at night,
brought them out and told them words that
too many people today, would say, “that’s
crazy!” What were they told? “Go, stand and
speak in the temple to the people all the words
of this life” (Acts 5:14-20).
The apostles were to go to the temple and
preach the very message that got them imprisoned in the first place. In addition to that,
catch this, they were to speak all of the words
of this life. Leave nothing out. We know that
one can sometimes get by with men if he just
tells part of what needs to be said, but that will
not get one by with God.
The church is inundated today with socalled Gospel preachers who refuse to preach
all of the truth with far less consequences than
the apostles would have preaching every word
of life. These modern men fit Jesus’ description
of the hireling (John 10:12-13). If these
preached all of the truth, they reason, someone
would be offended. What is worse, they could
lose that high paying position with that large
congregation that hired them to compromise
the truth in the first place. The apostles were
told to speak all the words of life, which could
have very easily ended up having them put
right back in prison where they had been.
Many preachers today like to avoid the
things the brethren really need. In most con-

gregations today, you are not likely to hear a
sermon on God’s law of fellowship. You are not
likely to hear a warning that, “this congregation shouldn’t fellowship the one in the next
town by sending our children to it to participate in a youth event there, because that congregation is the one that started the error of all
of life is worship heresy and still holds to that
falsehood.”
These men will not preach on certain sins
that are rampant in the congregation. If they
were to do that, many of the members would
leave, and there would not be enough left to
contribute sufficiently to pay their salaries.
They must be of the mindset that taking a cut
in pay is far worse than being thrown in prison.
When Paul called the Ephesian elders to
him from Miletus he had much to say to them.
One of the points he made was:
Wherefore I take you to record this
day, that I am pure from the blood of
all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God
(Acts 20:26-27).
One of the reasons it is vital to preach all of
the counsel of God is that if there is one thing
that is left out, it might be the very thing a single member needs to learn and apply to their
lives to keep them out of the eternal fires of
hell. Any who preach or teach, let them all be
mindful of the angel’s instruction to the apostles, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the
people all the words of this life.”
Beeville, TX
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Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Carol Armstrong (Karen Hatcher’s
friend)

Please Remember
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

BEACON

November 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
November 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
November 19
Visitation Get-together at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Approved of God, But Despised and Rejected of Men
Danny Douglas
Isaiah, the prophet of God, prophesied of
the rejection of Christ Jesus around seven centuries before His birth:
He is despised and rejected of men; A
man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: And we hid as it were our faces
from him; He was despised, and we
esteemed him not (Isa. 53:3).
His own people did not receive their Savior
and Creator:
He was in the world, and the world
was made by him, and the world
knew him not. He came unto his
own, and his own received him not
(John 1:10-11).
In Peter’s Pentecost sermon, he declared
how that men rejected and killed Him, but
that God approved Him:
Ye men of Israel, hear these words;
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of

God among you by miracles and
wonders and signs, which God did by
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain: Whom God hath raised up,
having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he
should be holden of it (Acts 2:22-24).
What a great lesson is this for us! It is a tremendous blessing to know that our acceptance
and approval of God is not dependent upon
our acceptance by man. In fact, doing God’s
will often leads to rejection by people, even by
our own brethren—as it did in the case of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. If we are minimized, marginalized, shunned, scorned, and
rejected of men, we are not alone. When God

sent His only begotten Son into the world, He
was “despised and rejected of men”! Therefore,
the matter of supreme importance is that we
be like Him and do the Father’s will and
thereby please God and go to heaven one day.
For do I now persuade men, or God?
or do I seek to please men? for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ (Gal. 1:10).
Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he suf-

fered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him (Heb.
5:8-9).
Mt. Pleasant, TN

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail
Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Is One Church As Good As Another?
Brad Green
In regards to the church, men have made
many claims. We have all heard statements
like, “One Church is as good as another,” “Attend the Church of your choice,” and “We’re
all going to the same place; we’re just taking
different roads to get there.” How do these
man-made claims compare to what the Bible
teaches?
Jesus said He would build only one church
(Mat. 16:18). The apostle Paul says there is
only “one body” and that body is the church
(Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23). Jesus prayed for His followers, “That they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us” (John 17:21). The only way
to have unity with God and His Son is to obey
God’s Word (14:15; 1 John 1:7). Paul, by inspiration, begs
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the

same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10).
The only way we can speak the same things
and be in the same mind and judgment is by
using the same standard—God’s Word. Those
who follow God’s plan of salvation will be
added to the church of Christ by God (Acts
2:38, 47). After about three thousand obeyed
the Gospel on that first Pentecost after Jesus’
death, burial, and resurrection, the Bible
teaches “all that believed were together, and
had all things common” (2:44). In like
manner, if we desire to be a member of the
New Testament church, we must follow the
same pattern. Sadly, there are many patterns
being followed among religious people today.
Those patterns make them members of some
denominational body, but not members of the
one church we read about in the New Testament and the church for which Jesus died.
Now let us consider the initial statements
made by men with what God has to say. Man
says “one Church is as good as another.” God
says there is only one church (Mat. 16:18;

Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23). Man says, “attend the
Church of your choice.” God says to only attend the one church His Son built and purchased with His blood (Mat. 16:18; Acts
20:28). Man says, “we’re all going to the same
place; we’re just taking different roads.” God
says there is only one way to Him (John 14:6)
and that different roads lead to destruction
(Mat. 7:13-14).
The New Testament church can be recognized. The church of Christ has no creed but
the Bible. The church has only one Head, Jesus
Christ. The one church worships in spirit and
truth (John 4:24)—singing without mechanical instruments of music (Eph. 5:19), praying
to the Father through Christ (1 The. 5:17),

teaching and preaching (2 Tim. 4:2), partaking
the Lord’s supper (Acts 20:7), and giving
(1 Cor. 16:1-2). The one church is overseen by
elders where there are men qualified (1 Tim.
3:1-7) and has no state or national headquarters. The one church has no conventions
and has no assemblies larger than the local congregation. The one church preaches the same
Gospel preached in the 1st century—hear
(Rom. 10:17), believe (Heb. 11:6), repent
(Acts 2:38), confess (8:37), be baptized to have
your past sins forgiven (2:38), and live faithful
unto death (Rev. 2:10; 1 John 1:6-9). If we follow God’s pattern, we can know we are in His
church and that we are pleasing unto Him.
Lenoir City, TN

Lost―Four Souls!
Something important came up, he does not
remember what, but he decided it would not
hurt to miss church services this once. He had
been taught differently, but he missed. She
hated to go without her husband; the two children were difficult to manage without his help,
so she missed too.
The conscience worked overtime that day.
A short while later they decided on a Sunday
out-of-town trip and missed again. Conscience
spoke again, but its voice was softer.
With each succeeding absence their spiritual
appetites diminished. Fellow Christians were
concerned and came to call. At first there were
excuses―out of town, did not feel well, etc.―
and then resentment because such concern
made them uncomfortable.
It has been years since they were active in

the Lord’s work. Their hearts are stirred occasionally by nostalgic memories of a better yesterday, but God seems far away. No one ever
goes back to see them. Too many have tried,
but their interest was not welcomed. They are
now left alone in their sin and their darkness.
Their loss is sad enough, but the loss of the
two children, now teenagers, is even more
tragic. They never had a chance. The father and
mother did have the privilege of knowing the
Lord, but they rejected Him. The children
never knew Him.
It is a tragic story; the story of Four Lost
Souls on a one-way street to somewhere they
do not want to go. The parents are driving―
the children are being taken for a ride. It all
began with the mistaken idea that it would not
hurt to miss “just this once”!
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
Dot Brantley
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Carol Armstrong (Karen Hatcher’s
friend)

Please Remember
November 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
November 19
Visitation Get-together at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Aimed at the Mind
Nathan Brewer
The first time the Gospel was ever preached,
it cut listeners to the heart. “Now when they
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts
2:37).
This emotional response was triggered by a
fact-filled, Scripture-filled, logical presentation.
Peter explained to those Jews in Jerusalem that
the wonders they saw and heard were a fulfillment of prophecy. David had prophesied the
resurrection, and that Jesus was responsible for
what was occurring. Peter concluded: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (2:36).
This information was too much to ignore
for about 3,000 people. They heard what was
said, they processed that information, they applied that information to themselves, and they

acted that very day to right the wrong they had
done (2:38-42).
This process continued in the following
days, and the church grew as sinners continued
to hear the facts and logic of the Gospel (2:4347).
Do you have the patience and the stomach
to actually study the Word of God to see what
it says? Do you have the desire to hear the Bible
explained and applied, or is that too boring?
Emotion is all the rage these days. Preachers
can whip people into a frothy frenzy as they
pace back and forth on stage working the microphone, alternately shouting and whispering
to the audience, and many worship services
today seem more like performances than efforts to honor God.
The Gospel—its history, facts, reasoning,
and commands—produces emotion. That is
the order of the first Gospel sermon in Acts 2.

It is the order of every other Gospel sermon
Acts.
People today want emotion and entertainment, and they leave out the reading and hearing and thinking that the Bible requires.
The religious emotion so popular today is
based largely on emotion. Not on a hard look
at the facts. Not on thinking. Not on reasoning. Not on considering what the Bible really
says.
This is dangerous because emotion often
feels good, even when it is based on error. Do

not be fooled by a feeling.
The Bible is aimed at the mind. Jesus said
those who continue in His Word would know
the truth, and the truth would free them from
sin (John 8:31-32). The kind of real emotion
that you see in Acts 2 is based on a factual, logical, demanding presentation of truth. And understanding the truth leads people with good,
honest hearts to obey the Gospel, live faithfully, and ultimately go to heaven.
Copied

“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”
W. R. Craig
This is a question which all of us have asked
ourselves at one time or another. Many have
sought earnestly to find the answer, but have
quit their search in utter confusion. They went
out seeking the answer to the question which
was uppermost in their minds and were given
many and conflicting answers. Now, we are not
interested in what men think must be done to
be saved, but we want to know what the Bible
teaches on the subject. It shall be our purpose
in this article to speak only where the Bible
speaks and only when it speaks.
After Jesus had died on the cross for our
sins, after His burial, and glorious resurrection,
and His ascension to the Father, He sent the
Holy Spirit to His apostles as He had promised
(John 16:12-13). When the Holy Spirit came,
Peter, being filled with it, stood up and began
to preach (Acts 2:14ff). He preached with such
eloquence that the people became aware of the
fact that they were sinners and needed salva-

tion. Realizing this, they cried out and asked
what they should do to be saved (2:37). These
people believed because of Peter’s preaching.
His sermon produced faith in them. Paul tells
us in Romans 10:17 that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. So, to be
saved, according to the Scriptures, we must
hear the Word of God and, hearing, we must
believe it. So then, to be saved we must have
faith. We are told by the writer of the Hebrews
letter that without faith it is impossible to be
pleasing to God (Heb. 11:6).
Well, is faith all that is necessary to obtain
salvation? The inspired Peter did not seem to
think so on the day of Pentecost. He told them
to repent. So, the Bible teaches that after one
believes, he must repent of his sins (Acts 2:38).
What else did he tell them to do to be
saved? He told them to be baptized for the remission of their sins (2:38). So, the Bible
teaches that to be saved, one must also be bap-

tized for the remission of sins.
“Do you mean to tell me,” one objects,
“that I can’t be saved unless I’ve been baptized?”
I do not mean to tell you anything. That is
what Peter, an apostle of the Lord, tells you.
Hear him again: “baptism doth also now save
us” (1 Pet. 3:21). Could he have spoken more

plainly?
Therefore, we conclude that to be saved, the
Bible teaches us to hear the Gospel, believe it,
repent of our sins, and be buried in baptism
for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38; Rom.
6:4).
Deceased

Changing Times
Franklin Camp
All one needs to do to sense the difference
between the preaching that is being done
today and that of the past is to read some of
the books of sermons or the writings of the
pioneers of the plea for restoration. Their
preaching was Bible-based, distinctive in its
message, and simple in its appeal to people to
lay aside the doctrines and commandments of
men and return to the Truth of the Gospel of
Christ. This distinctive message that characterized the church in the past is almost an unheard of thing today. Instead of being
distinctive, it seems that the philosophy of our
day is to see how near we can ape the sectarians and denominational people in their rejection of the Bible. Many sermons that are
preached today could be preached in any denominational building without upsetting
anyone. I cannot think of anything more
tragic than for a sermon to pretend to be the
Gospel of Christ to be such as could be
preached in the hot bed of error without causing any objection.
The emphasis that has been given to positive preaching, while repudiating anything
negative, has also contributed to the lack of a

distinctive message. If preaching is to have any
effect in the lives of people, it must be the
Gospel of Christ itself. First, therein alone can
preaching be authoritative, and second, it
must be preached with conviction to enable
people to understand what sin is and what sin
does. Let us realize that the changes that have
taken place in the last twenty-five years have
carried the church down the road toward the
very verge of apostasy. We need to remember
that in the changing world in which we live,
there are some things that are unchangeable.
When we attempt to change the unchangeable
we are fighting God, and it can only lead to
our own ruin and condemnation. May we give
careful and prayerful consideration to a restudy of the things that cannot be changed,
and let us hold to them with all the fervor and
zeal that we can command.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
Dot Brantley
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)

Please Remember
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Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

BEACON

December 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
December 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
December 17
Visitation Get-together at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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If you have any changes for the 2019
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as soon as possible.
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The Songs We Sing and What They Mean:
Time to Consider Singing Seriously…
Johnny Oxendine
In an article titled, “Building Up The
Church Through Singing,” Dub McClish
made many observations about songs that have
been sung in the church for many years. We
have all probably sung some of these without
thinking enough about what we were singing,
but now we want to give more attention to this
subject. Here are selected excerpts:
Many people through the years have
asked me questions about the words
of various songs with which we worship God and teach and admonish
each other. In interest of helping us to
sing with more meaning and understanding (thus more in spirit), I offer
the following comments on the terminology in some of our songs.
In “Higher Ground” we sing of
“heaven’s table-land,” but to what

does this refer? A tableland is a broad,
level area, such as a plateau. “Heaven’s
table-land” is a poetic way of describing the bliss of Heaven where we will
be on a plateau above all of the temptations, cares, and trials of this world.
The “rose of Sharon” does not refer to
a thorny-stemmed flower that belongs to a girl named Sharon. Rather,
Sharon is from a Hebrew word
(saron), which means “level place” or
“plain.” It is the name of the fertile
plain along the Mediterranean Seacoast of old Canaan (modern Israel),
generally described as stretching
southward from Mt. Carmel to
Joppa. The “rose of Sharon” is a reference to a beautiful wild flower that
still grows there. “Jesus, Rose of Sha-

ron,” is based on the poetic language
found in Song of Solomon 2:1: “I am
a rose of Sharon, A lily of the valleys.”
It is intended figuratively to convey
the beauty and attractiveness of our
Lord.
We sing a song titled, “In Vain in
High and Holy Lays” (more commonly called, “Wonderful Love of
Jesus”). What is meant by the “lays”
we raise to the wonderful love of
Jesus? Lay is an archaic term for song;
thus, this hymn speaks of our feeble
attempts to praise adequately and
worthily the Christ in spiritual songs.
In “Give Me the Bible,” we sing of the
“glory gilding Jordan’s wave” (I have
heard some misread it as the glory
gliding Jordan’s wave). That which is
gilded (gilt) is overlaid with gold.
“Jordan’s wave” is a figurative expression for death. As Israel of old had to
cross the Jordan River literally to
enter the Promised Land, so all of
God’s spiritual Israel (the church)
must cross the figurative “Jordan
River” of death to gain Heaven.
Death generally holds men in fear,
but the promises and comforts of
God’s Word make even this attractive
(as though gilded) for the faithful
saint. Although “Break Thou the
Bread of Life” is listed as a “communion song” in the Topical Index of
some of the hymnbooks, the song
does not relate to the Lord’s Supper at
all. Probably, because it begins with a
reference to breaking bread, many assume without warrant that it relates

to Jesus’ breaking the bread as He instituted His supper (Mat. 26:26).
Even a casual attention to the words
indicates otherwise. The setting alluded to in the song is not the upper
room in Jerusalem, but “beside the
sea” (26:1) and “by Galilee” (26:2).
The loaves He broke “beside the Sea”
refers to physical food for the apostles’ breakfast. The bread to be broken
is not the unleavened bread of the
supper, but the “bread of life,” a figurative reference to “the Sacred
page”—God’s Word.
“Just a Little Talk” with Jesus has so
many Calvinistic and denominational concepts in it that its errors are
insuperable. According to its words, if
one will just have a little talk with
Jesus he will be filled with light from
Heaven, have his heart bathed in love,
and have his name written above—all
figurative references to salvation.
With some songs, there is somewhat
of a fine line between songs that

Bellview Church of Christ
Website
The website offers a vast amount of resources
for your personal edification. Past issues of
Defender and Beacon, written sermon outlines presented by Michael Hatcher, as well
as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course are available. Videos of lectureships, sermons, and
Gospel meetings can be viewed. Why not
check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

praise Jesus and songs that explicitly
or implicitly teach that we should directly address Jesus in prayer. In some
cases, the individual conscience will
have to determine whether one can
sing a given song. Some of the more
obviously objectionable praying-toJesus songs are “Tell It to Jesus,” “I

Must Tell Jesus,” “Tis the Blessed
Hour of Prayer,” “Jesus, Hold My
Hand,” and the aforementioned “Just
a Little Talk with Jesus.” There are
several others relating to prayer in
which a degree of poetic license must
be applied for them to be Scriptural.
San Mateo, CA

“A Higher Morality”
Benjamin Franklin
We need a higher morality, a more pure and
unadulterated piety and greater simplicity of
benevolence. We do not want money extracted
from the pockets of the people by the church
offering them sensual gratification, amusements, and entertainments, to say nothing of
the ball, the lottery, and other gambling. Let
us in the name of the Lord and of religion, in
a manly way, come directly to the people for
means to support religion and ask them to give
from love to Christ, and no matter if we do not
obtain one-fourth the amount, it will do then
times as much good. The Lord needs no
money made by lotteries, gambling, fairs, festivals, or any such appeals to the lust of the
flesh, the human appetite, the love of fine companies, etc. He needs no money, only that
given to Him through love and devotion to
His cause.
Those who appeal to entertainments,
amusements, fine companies of men and
women, the dance, lotteries, festivals, fairs, etc.,
etc., thus publish to the world their impression
that there is more potency in these worldly and
secular appliances than there is in the grace of
God and the love of Christ, and we doubt not

they find it to be so, in raising money in their
assemblies. They have tried it and demonstrated it to be so. We care not if it be so; we
care not if it has been demonstrated that the
people will give more money for a monkey
show than for the kingdom of God. We will
not resort to the monkey show, nor do we care
if they will give more money for reveling than
for the holy cause for which Jesus died. We will
not resort to the reveling. There are other
matters aside from the question, how much
money can we raise that must be kept in view.
We must maintain our piety, devotion to
the Lord, purity, and must not be conformed
to this world, but transformed by the renewing
of our mind. We have never consented to this
modern element that will appeal to anything
and everything that will raise money. It is not
Godliness, nor the love of God, but sensual; it
is devilish. Come directly to the children of
God in the name of the Lord and appeal to
them for His sake to give—to give freely and
of a willing mind, (understanding) that “it is
more blessed to give than to receive,” and to
appreciate what is given in his name.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Danielle Diehl (Aleacia Godwin’s
cousin)
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Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
December 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
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Visitation Get-together at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Witnesses to the Resurrection
Roelf L. Ruffner

To whom also he shewed himself alive
after his passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of them forty days,
and speaking of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).
The core of the mountain of evidence for
New Testament Christianity is the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead. Like a crest of a
mighty wave the indisputable conclusion of
the Holy Bible is that Jesus was executed and
arose three days later from the dead (cf. Luke
24:44-46). Though ancient Palestine was in the
backwaters of the known world, this seminal
event would run like a spiritual and intellectual
tsunami through that world touching every life
in it. Approximately thirty years later the apostle Paul before a distinguished audience of
Gentile notables and Jewish leaders in Caesarea, including Roman Procurator Porcius Festus, King Herod Agrippa II, and Princess

Bernice of Cilicia, said of Jesus’ resurrection:
For the king knoweth of these things,
before whom also I speak freely: for I
am persuaded that none of these
things are hidden from him; for this
thing was not done in a corner (Acts
26:26).
That evidence was authenticated by eye-witnesses of the risen Christ. Some of those witnesses which the New Testament records are
surprising.
The Angels
Angelic beings were witnesses of the resurrection. One or two angels are mentioned at
the sepulcher (Mark 16:5; Mat. 28:2-4). Two
angels were present after the Lord ascended
into heaven (Acts 1:10-11). Angels were keenly
aware of what was going on: “which things the
angels desire to look into” (1 Pet. 1:12). With
joy they told Mary Magdalene and the women

at the tomb that Sunday morning:
He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his
disciples that he is risen from the
dead (Mat. 28:6-7).
The Roman Guards
Pilate had assigned Roman guards to watch
the sealed sepulcher of Jesus at the request of
the Jewish council (27:62-66). Some of them
or their comrades may have been present when
Jesus was shamefully treated after His arrest
and scourging (27:27-30; John 19:1-4). Perhaps they prodded Him along as He made that
final trip to Calvary. Others may have been at
His crucifixion, gambling for His garments
and fulfilling Old Testament prophecy (19:2324) All witnessed the darkness and the earthquake that accompanied Jesus’ death (Mat.
27:54). These guards were there when the
angel of the Lord came at dawn and rolled
away the stone from that empty tomb on that
glorious Sunday morning. “And for fear of him
the keepers did shake, and became as dead
men” (28:4). One can only imagine the terror
that filled the hearts of these burly, battle-hardened, often superstitious soldiers. The Jewish
leaders paid off the guards to keep them silent
(28:11-15), but how long did their silence last?
A Roman watch consisted of four men over a
12-hour period. So there were at least four men
assigned to guard Jesus’ sepulcher.
What did the Centurion think; the one who
witnessed His death?
Now when the centurion, and they
that were with him, watching Jesus,
saw the earthquake, and those things
that were done, they feared greatly,

saying, Truly this was the Son of God
(27:54).
Surely he knew of the guards at the sepulcher and their experience. Someone told Matthew about their reaction, and he and the Holy
Spirit recorded it for the ages. Did it eventually
get back to Caesar in Rome? Years later Paul
would write, “All the saints salute you, chiefly
they that are of Caesar’s household” (Phi.
4:22).
James
Paul records that Jesus made a special appearance to His half-brother James, after His
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:7). There was some disbelief among Jesus’ siblings during His ministry (cf. John 7:2-8). At His crucifixion, Jesus
amazingly bestowed the care of His mother
Mary to the apostle John and not to one of His
brothers, who seemed to be absent (19:25-27).
It must have been an overwhelming experience
for James to witness His resurrected brother—
His Lord. He would later be assembled with
the disciples in Jerusalem after Jesus Ascension
(Acts 1:14). Was he among the 3,000 that were
buried with Christ in the watery grave of baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4; Col.
2:12) on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2 in Jerusalem? He later would be listed as one of the
“pillars” of the church of Christ in Jerusalem
(Gal. 2:9). And, of course, James would write
the New Testament book bearing his name:
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Jam. 1:1).
Jesus’ resurrection shook up the ancient
world of the New Testament. The reports of
over 500 witnesses (1 Cor.15:6) as well as the
ones mentioned in this brief article must have
made an impact. Ancient Judaism was smitten

at its roots (Mat. 3:10; Acts 23:1-9). Paganism
was left in the dust by the resurrection of Jesus
of Nazareth (17:29-32). To this very day the
resurrection of the Lord strikes at the very core
of our brief existence. If Jesus rose from the
dead, then…many idols tumble (1 Cor.15:1219). What idols has Jesus brought down in
your life? Have you submitted to Him as the
resurrected Lord (John 20:26-30)? Jesus is
either Lord of all or He is Lord of nothing.
Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall

rise again. Martha saith unto him, I
know that he shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day. Jesus said
unto her, I am the resurrection, and
the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth
in me shall never die. Believest thou
this?” (John 11:23-26).
I believe that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead on the third day.
Columbia, TN

“Just Follow Your Conscience”
People say that one’s conscience is a safe
guide in religious matters. They say if you will
always just “follow your conscience” you will
never have to be concerned about whether God
approves of your life? But what is a conscience
anyway? Does everyone have one? If we all have
one, is it true that the conscience is a sort of
voice from God?
New Testament writers used conscience some
twenty-nine times. Paul said that he had lived
“in all good conscience” all his life (Acts 23:1).
In view of the resurrection and the judgment,
he strove to have “a [good] conscience without
void of offence toward God and toward men”
(24:16). He even wrote to Timothy that the
threefold description of a godly life is a “pure
heart,” a “good conscience,” and a “sincere
faith” (1 Tim. 1:5—NKJV). Since the Bible evidently affirms that the conscience is very important, we would be well-advised to learn as
much about it as we can.
The word is from two roots: con meaning
“according to”; and science which means

“knowledge.” So conscience simply means “according to knowledge.” My conscience accuses
me or excuses me not when I do right or wrong,
but when I think I am doing right or wrong.
However, the measure of right and wrong is not
what I think, but what God says. So, if I have
no knowledge, or faulty knowledge, of God’s
will, then I could actually do wrong and yet be
acting in good conscience. During a part of the
time Paul lived in good conscience toward God
he was persecuting the church with all his
power and might. When Paul learned on the
road to Damascus how wrong he had been, he
did not defend his error. He asked, “What shall
I do Lord?” (Acts 22:10). When, in Damascus,
he was told to “arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins” (22:16), he again acted in good
conscience by conforming his life to this new
knowledge he now possessed. Had he not done
so, he would have violated his conscience. The
conscience is a safe guide, but only if it is safely
guided by the Word of God.
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Danielle Diehl (Aleacia Godwin’s
cousin)
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to the afternoon service, in room 1.
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held after the afternoon service, in
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“Except It Were Given Thee”
Jerry C. Brewer
Filled with the intoxicating power of his office, and believing he answered to no authority
higher than Caesar, Pontius Pilate arrogantly
asked Jesus, “knowest thou not that I have
power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?” (John 19:10). His pompous ego
was deflated when Jesus replied, “Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it
were given thee from above” (19:11).
All power resides in our Omnipotent God
and is such that it cannot be fathomed by
man’s finite mind. However, God is also omniscient and knows precisely when, where, and
how to use His unlimited power. By His
power, the heavens and the earth will someday
be dissolved (2 Pet. 3:1-13). There is not, and
never has been, a mortal with such power.
What powers we have are finite and extremely
limited. God’s power was demonstrated in
Jesus’ statement to Peter when He was be-

trayed. In a feeble, and misguided, attempt to
physically protect Jesus, Peter cut off the ear of
one of those who had come with the mob.
Jesus restored the man’s ear, told Peter to put
away his sword then asked this question:
Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray
to my Father, and he shall presently
give me more than twelve legions of
angels? But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?
(Mat. 26:53-54).
A legion was a unit of the Roman army,
numbering about 6,000 soldiers. Had Jesus
chosen to call those 12 legions of angels, their
number would have been 72,000. Not only
would they have vastly outnumbered the Romans, but their power (which was of God)
would have annihilated all who opposed them.
That thought is expressed in the gospel song,
“Ten Thousand Angels.”

He could have called ten thousand
angels/To destroy the world and set
him free/He could have called ten
thousand angels/But he died alone
for you and me.
God does not use His power in any way
that violates His will. Had Jesus called those
angel legions, it would have been contrary to
God’s will and He refused to do so to simply
dazzle the world with His power. Jesus expressed that truth by rhetorically asking, “how
then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus
it must be?”
Civil rulers need to learn the judicial use of
powers granted to them. What Pilate did not
know is that all civil power is ordained of God
(Rom. 13:1), and rulers to whom it is given are
ultimately accountable to God for their use, or
misuse, of it. That principle is taught throughout the Scriptures. What man possesses does
not belong to man (Psa. 24:1). God ordained
that man should be the steward of His creation
(Gen. 1:28), and as its steward, he is accountable to God for his handling of it. All created
things are God’s, including man who shall give
account of himself and his stewardship (Ecc.
12:7, 13-14).
God does not ordain evil civil powers. He
ordains civil power, as he gave Pilate, but men
often corrupt that which God has created and
ordained for their good. God neither ordained
Hitler’s evil reign, nor the atrocities of modern
Moslem governments. Pilate, Hitler, and Islam
all corrupted civil government for their own
ends and will pay an eternal price for their evil
use of it.
The same is true with those who govern in
the United States today. Those Supreme Court

judges who decreed in Roe v. Wade that a
woman has the right to murder a baby in her
womb gravely misused the civil power of God.
They believed (and the Supreme Court still believes) that they answer to no one—neither
God, nor even the people of this country. You
see, Supreme Court justices are insulated from
civil accountability in our country, but in their
decision to allow the murder of babies, they are
as culpable before God as Adolf Hitler. They
are accessories to murder and will one day answer to God for their presumption to sit in His
throne, showing themselves that they are God
(cf 2 The. 2:4).
Now, more than 40 years after legalizing the
murder of the unborn, other Supreme Court
justices are set to hear arguments on whether
it is a right for one sodomite to marry another.
God has given them civil power, but, judging
from their past actions, it is our conviction that
they will again misuse that power and grant
that Sodom and Gomorrah may be reproduced
in the United States. That has been the pattern
from federal courts in the last few years as state
after state has had federal judges strike down
their bans against that abominable nonsequitur, known as “same sex marriage.” One of
those was Vickie Miles LaGrange, a federal
judge in Oklahoma, who negated the votes of
about 75 percent of Oklahomans by declaring
our ban “unconstitutional.” God declares sodomy an abomination. Federal judges say it is a
civil right but their arrogant, Pilatesque edicts
do not negate the law of the Almighty.
Those judges who licensed women to murder in Roe v. Wade will stand in judgment with
the blood of millions of innocents dripping
from their evil hands, as will those who legalize

the sin of sodomy.
For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad (2 Cor.
5:10).
Those who sit on federal benches would
have no power at all except it were given to
them by God. As the Grantor of civil power,
He will call them into account for its use.

Civil rulers are not God and those of us
who love the Lord will always choose to, “obey
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29, cf. 4:19)—
even if it means suffering for our choice. God’s
Word can neither be voided nor negated by
men, not even those in the highest echelons of
the federal government and we will not be silenced or intimidated by the arrogant corruption of their God-ordained power.
Elk City, OK

Leave Them Back There
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
Have you noticed that when people try to
adopt practices from the Old Testament, it results in a sort of offshoot? The Adventists, for
instance, love their Sabbath day, so they go
back and bring it over. The Catholics likewise
love their incense, and they go back and bring
it over. The Methodists and Presbyterians love
their babies (infant membership) and they go
back and bring them over. The Mormons love
their women (polygamy) and they go back and
bring them over (that is, they tried it, but
Uncle Sam put a stop to it). And there is
another class of Judaizing off shooters—the
Christian Church—they love their music
(David’s instruments), and they go back and
bring them over. How much better are they
than the rest of them? None; they are worse,
for they teach the difference in the testaments,
whereas the others do not, and they are therefore downright inconsistent.
If the Christian Church preacher should
argue with an Adventist on the Sabbath ques-

tion, or a Methodist on the infant question, or
a Catholic on the incense question, or a Mormon on the polygamy question—that Christian Church preacher would know where to
make them stay. Ah, he would keep them back
in the Old Testament; he would not let them
cross the line between the testaments. But
when he wants his mechanical instrument in
the church—what does he do? Why, he jumps
clean over the cross backwards and lands right
in the middle of David’s Old Testament goat
pen, digs out an old rusty Jewish harp, and
plays it in the church. He says, “David did it!”
Well, David had eight wives and took more
(and concubines besides), the Bible says. Yes,
their names and address are in 2 Samuel 3.
God would not let David build the temple in
the Old Testament because of some things he
did, but there are preachers today who think it
is all right for him to order the worship for the
church of Jesus Christ!
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Carla Burleson
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Linda Parks
Henry Hignite (Sacred Heart Hospital)
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Danielle Diehl (Aleacia Godwin’s
cousin)

Please Remember
December 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
December 17
Visitation Get-together at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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“Numbers and Strength”
Dub McClish
Do numbers equal or imply strength in a
church? “Yes” and “No.” The Bible urges
Christians to grow and mature in the faith and
to thereby become strong (Eph. 6:10; 2 Pet.
3:18; et al.). What God desires for His individual saints, he also desires for the local congregations that compose them.
Most people can hardly conceive of success
in any field apart from large numbers of people
and/or dollars. Denominational church growth
and strength are commonly measured by these
standards. Such thinking has infected the
Lord’s people to an alarming degree. These surface signs of growth and strength have become
so important to some elderships, preachers,
and congregations that they have made these
the end rather than the means to the great end.
Several congregations have attracted large
numbers of people and dollars in recent decades. Gullible brethren exclaim over them:

“Look how big and strong they are,” “They
must be doing something right,” and similar
inanities.
Whom are these large congregations attracting, and by what means are they doing so? I
charge that in the preponderance of cases the
multitudes are attracted by doctrinal and/or
moral compromise. The “whole counsel of
God” that Paul was content to preach (Acts
20:20, 27) appeals to very few in this secular
age. Thus, doctrinally soft, materialistic,
worldly brethren seek out congregations where
they may continue to live as they please and
still be able to loudly sing on Sunday Morning
(the only time many of them will be present),
“O How I Love Jesus” and “It is Well with My
Soul.” Couples in a second (or third) unscriptural marriage will never be taught or reminded that they are living in soul-damning
adultery. None will ever be made to feel guilty

about those six-packs they keep handy in their
refrigerator. They like the preacher who uses
the pulpit as a parade ground for his Scripturestarved, 15-minute entertaining series of
stories. His casual preaching attire makes folk
feel he is “one of them.” These congregations
often confuse a highly structured program of
constant activity—often little more than
“busy-work” or entertainment—with the practice of pure and simple Christianity. A “minister of involvement” is necessary to keep it all
going.
Ironically, numerical growth has convinced
such brethren that they are God-blessed. (The
“mega-churches” of denominationalism are
convinced of the same thing and by the same
logic by the way). Numbers can be a wonderful
encouragement and even a power in the Lord’s
army, but only when they are truly devoted to

Him. Gideon’s army (Jud. 7) should remind us
that spiritual power rests not with numbers,
but with faithful service to the Lord, even if
they are few.
Let us continue to plant and water the seed
of the kingdom lovingly, boldly, and faithfully—and trust God to give the increase
(1 Cor. 3:6). Regardless of the number of its
members or its material wealth, a church is
spiritually powerless and is even the enemy of
God if it rests not firmly on the Word of God
(just ask Laodicea—Rev. 3:17). These things
being so, there is more spiritual power in only
20 saints who love the Lord and His Truth
without compromise than in 20,000 who have
fallen prey to popular fads and have compromised the Truth.
Denton, TX

Our Assemblies
Robertson L. Whiteside
Every institution, whether human of Divine, must have stated times for meetings, or
assemblies. In human governments the whole
citizenship does not assemble, but they meet
at stated time through their chosen representatives. The church could not exist long without regular meetings. A little thinking will
enable any one to see this. Can you imagine a
church growing and prospering, or even existing, without a regular Lord’s day meeting? That
the early church had a regular meeting may be
seen by a thoughtful reading of Hebrews
10:25: “not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is.” If they had
no assembling together, they could not forsake

it; and if they had no regular assembling together, some could not establish a custom of
staying away from assembling together. A person could not establish a custom of staying
away from a meeting that did not exist.
When was the time for that assembling together? “And upon the first day of the week,
when we were gathered together to break
bread, Paul discoursed with them” (Acts 20:7).
The matter-of-fact way in which Luke makes
this statement shows that they were in the
habit of assembling on the first day of the week
to break bread. But does one reply that Luke
does not say that they met every first day of the
week? Let him remember that a week has but

one first day. God said to the Jews, “Remember
the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Exo. 20:8).
He did not say for them to keep every sabbath
holy, for there was but one sabbath each week,
and when that day came around the command
was also present. Suppose some Jew had said,
“But the Lord did not say for us to remember
every sabbath,” and had gone out to work on
a sabbath, what would have happened to him?
And as the week has only one first day, when
the first day comes around our duty to assemble together also comes.
That the churches assembled regularly on
the first day of the week is also shown by Paul’s
command to the church at Corinth:
Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as I gave order to the churches

of Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the
first day of the week let each one of
you lay by him in store, as he may
prosper, that no collections be made
when I come (1 Cor. 16:1-2).
These collections at Corinth were made on
the first day of the week. They were also made
into a common treasury, and not laid up at
home. They were to be so collected that Paul
would not have to gather them up when he
came. The churches of the province of Galatia
were to do likewise. The language, therefore,
shows conclusively that they met on the first
day of the week and that they made their contributions into a common treasury. As these
churches met on the first day of the week, we
conclude that other churches did likewise.
Deceased

Our Worship
G. K. Wallace
Jesus said two men went up into the temple
to pray. One of them trusted in himself and
“set all others at nought” (Luke 18:9—ASV).
Paul said of the men of Athens that they “spent
their time in nothing else, but either to tell or
to hear some new thing” (Acts 17:21). They,
like some of us, were too self-centered to truly
worship God. When I take my place in the assembly of the saints of God, do I immediately
begin to ask myself, “Is the preacher positive
or negative? Is he relevant for this day and age?
Why don’t we have a great orator? Just who is
that song leader? Why is not this congregation
more friendly? Is he going to speak overtime?”
Like the Pharisee, I feel self-righteous and “set
all others at nought.” When the service is over

the worship has been ignored. Worship has
nothing to do with who leads the songs. Worship has nothing to do with the talents of the
preachers. Jesus said, “the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and truth”
(John 4:23).
Deceased

Bellview Church of Christ Website
Past issues of Defender and Beacon, written sermon outlines presented by Michael Hatcher, as
well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course are available. Videos of lectureships, sermons, and Gospel meetings can be viewed. Why not check it
out at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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Five Faithless Phrases
Lee Moses

Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist,
was a faithful man of God, a priest said to walk
“in all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6). In light of this,
his response is somewhat surprising when Gabriel, an angel of the Lord, told him that he
and his wife Elisabeth, though aged, would
have a son who would come in the spirit and
power of Elijah to turn the children of Israel
to the Lord. Zacharias’ response was,
“Whereby shall I know this?” (1:18). He had
been told of this great blessing that would
come upon him, and he responded with five
faithless words (four in the original language),
asking for a sign. He explained the reasoning
behind his doubt, “for I am an old man, and
my wife well stricken in years.” When Zacharias asked for a sign he showed a lack of faith;
as Jesus explained to a group of scribes and
Pharisees who had asked Him for a sign, “An

evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a
sign” (Mat. 12:39). Because of his lack of faith,
his ability to speak (and likely to hear) was
taken away from him until the fulfillment of
Gabriel’s prophecy. As put by J. W. McGarvey
and Philip Y. Pendleton, “Four faithless words
[five in English—LM] cost him forty weeks of
silence.”
Certainly, the words of Zacharias do express
a lack of faith. But how much more do the following phrases not uncommonly heard in
some form or another express a complete lack
of faith and trust in God and His ability to
provide?
“I Have More Pressing Things
to Attend to Than Attending
Every Church Service.”
People are busier today than they have been
in the past. This is not because they are generally working longer hours each day, but be-

cause they have taken on a greater load of outside activities. Sometimes, an emergency may
arise rendering it impossible for a Christian to
meet with the saints at the designated hour of
worship. However, when it is not an emergency,
what can be more pressing than attending to
the needs of the soul? One who puts personal
activities above attendance at every worship
service is clearly not putting the Lord first.

In Our Places
Tim Smith
Our place, as mother/father, is in the
home being a mother/father to our children. True, many of our co-workers are
at bars drinking or running with bad
company or committing fornication, but
we are to be at home with our spouse
rearing our children. It is our place.
Our place, as church members, is in
the assembly. True, television and sporting events and concerts are taking place
while the saints are assembled, but our
place is with His people. Our example is
important. Our influence is felt. And,
our absence says a lot about us: it says
that something was more important to us
than being in the midst of His people; it
says that we do not really love the body
of Jesus—and if we do not love His body,
how can we love Him? It also makes it
more difficult for others—the ones who
have to do what we should have done had
we been present.
Are you in your place?
Deceased

“I Won’t Give to the Church Until I Know
I Have Taken Care of My Needs.”
Although there is the responsibility to provide for one’s own, seeking after food and raiment is not the Christian’s primary motivation
in working—“let him labour, working with his
hands the thing which is good, that he may
have to give to him that needeth” (Eph.
4:28). In giving, God demands the firstfruits,
not the leftovers. The Christian confidently
knows that the Lord will provide for his basic
needs (Mat. 6:33).
“If I Don’t Marry This Non-Christian,
I Won’t Ever Have a Chance
to Get Married.”
There is a tendency for some young people
to think that their opportunities for marriage
are limited to those with whom they are presently acquainted. God has promised to bless
those who seek Him with the whole heart (Psa.
119:2), and they will be blessed who decide to
wait for a spouse who will help them to serve
God rather than accepting one who may hinder them from serving God.
“If I Don’t Compromise Some
of My Christian Principles,
I Won’t Have Any Friends.”
Those who stand for the truth and stand
with the Lord will drive some people away, just
as happened with the Lord Himself (John
6:66). Friends intolerant of those who insist on
living by the moral principles found in the
Word of God are not really friends at all. The
Lord has provided us with a body of Christians
to encourage each other. The Psalmist wrote,
“Princes also did sit and speak against me: But
thy servant did meditate in thy statutes” (Psa.
119:23). Even if a Christian were to have no

friend left in the world but the Lord, what
greater friend could he have?
“I Can Take Care of Myself.”
To some, this might sound like the voice of
confidence; however, it is actually the voice of
one with little confidence in God. God needs
to be included in every aspect of our lives.
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth

take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).
Zacharias came to know that he was wrong
to doubt God, and his five faithless words cost
him his speech for forty days. The five faithless
phrases above could cost one his soul for eternity. Let us each have the faith and trust in
God to put Him first in all that we do.
Union City, TN

The Church Will Live!
Make no mistake, the church Jesus Christ
purchased with His blood will live on into
eternity! How do we know? God has spoken
and He does not lie, Hebrews 6:18.
First of all, let us consider what the church
is.
• The church is that blood bought institution which Christ purchased with
His blood for Himself (Acts 20:28).
• The church is the body of Christ (Eph.
1:22; 5:23).
• The church is people who have been
saved from their sins (Acts 2:47).
• The church is the kingdom of God into
which obedient believers have been
translated (Col. 1:13).
• The church is the kingdom and Christ
is her king who is now reigning in
heaven (Heb. 1:3).
• The church, the kingdom of God is
within us (Luke 17:21).
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• The church is people who are in Christ
(Rom. 8:1; 12:5).
• The church is those who are sanctified
by God (1 Cor. 1:2); preserved in Jesus
Christ (Jude 1); saints (Eph. 1:1; Phi.
1:1; 4:21); and brethren (Col. 1:2).
Thus, establishing that the church, the kingdom, is not a building or institution of man,
but the blood bought body of Christ’s believers, we have the assurance of the scriptures
that the kingdom is eternal. “Then cometh the
end, when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he
shall have put down all rule and all authority
and power. For he must reign, till he hath put
all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:24-26).
Notice this verse tells us that Christ is reigning now. He is the King over His kingdom,
the church. We also see by the Holy Scripture
that this Kingdom will last into eternity
when it shall be delivered to God.
Now the question is:
Will it be with you or in spite of you?
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband)
Danielle Diehl (Aleacia Godwin’s
cousin)

Please Remember
January 6
Visitation cards for Group 1 can be
picked up from Bill Crowe.
January 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
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Christians—The Saved—Are in The Church
Jerry C. Brewer
The church of the first century had no proper
name. The term the church of Christ is a possessive phrase indicating ownership. When one
speaks of “the farm of John Brown” he is not
naming the farm, but indicating who owns it.
The same is true of the church of Christ It is
Christ’s church and its numerous local congregations were known as “churches of Christ”
(Rom. 16:16). And, as Christ and the Father are
one, it was also called “the church of God”
(1 Cor. 1:1-2; cf. John 17:10, 20-21).
Nor do members of the church of Christ denominate themselves into parties by human
names. There were no hyphenated Christians in
the first century, such as “Baptist-Christians,”
“Methodist-Christians,” “Presbyterian-Christians,” or “Anglican-Christians.” The saved are
simply “Christians” and wear this God-given
name without hyphenating it. Moreover, the
name Christian is worn by individuals, not the

church. This is the “new name” of which Isaiah
prophesied, and was given in fulfillment of his
prophecy:
For Zion’s sake will I not hold my
peace, And for Jerusalem’s sake I will
not rest, Until the righteousness
thereof go forth as brightness, And the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy
righteousness, And all kings thy glory:
And thou shalt be called by a new
name, Which the mouth of the LORD
shall name (Isa. 62:1-2).
The fulfillment of this prophecy is found in
Acts 10 and 11 in the New Testament. The
righteousness of Jerusalem, and that which the
Gentiles would see, was the Gospel which
would be preached among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:45-47), and which
would save both Jew and Gentile (Rom. 1:16-

17). The apostle Peter was called to preach to
the house of Cornelius, a Gentile who was a
Roman soldier (Acts 10-11). It was at the house
of Cornelius where the Gentiles first heard and
obeyed the Gospel, and in the precise order of
Isaiah’s prophecy, the disciples of Christ were
given a new name—Christian—in Acts 11:26.
That is the first of three times that this word is
used in the New Testament. The others are in
Acts 26:28 when Agrippa said, “Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian,” and in 1 Peter
4:16 where Peter wrote, “Yet if any man suffer as
a Christian, let him not be ashamed.” There is
not a single denominational name that can be
found in the New Testament or that can be
scripturally applied to a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Nor can any individual be saved in a denomination and be a simple New Testament Christian.
The blessings of salvation are found only in
the church of Christ. Paul said, “all spiritual
blessings” are in Christ (Eph. 1:3), and then
enumerated those blessings. Those in Christ—
Christians—are the “chosen” of God (1:4),
God’s adopted children (1:5), made acceptable
to God (1:6), redeemed and forgiven by Christ’s
blood (1:7), and heirs of heaven (1:11). To be
in Christ is to be in His body, the church (1:2223). One cannot be in Christ without being in
His church, for the church is His fullness (1:23),
and no one is in Christ who has not repented
and been baptized into Him (Acts 2:38; Rom.
6:3-5; Gal. 3:26-27).
When the Gospel was first preached on Pentecost (Acts 2), 3,000 souls obeyed the Gospel
by repenting and being baptized, and the Scripture says they were added to the church (2:41,
47). Now, this question arises: “To which de-

nomination were they added?” The answer is,
none! Were the apostles and others in the first
century members of denominations? Absolutely
not! No such thing as a denomination among
professing Christians then existed. Those 3,000
souls on Pentecost were added to the church of
which you should be a member—the church
which Christ, its founder, will save (Eph. 5:23).
Not a single one of them was added to a denomination. The church is the saved body of Christ
and rejects denominationalism.
Paul told Timothy:
These things write I unto thee, hoping
to come unto thee shortly: But if I
tarry long, that thou mayest know
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in
the house of God, which is the church
of the living God (1 Tim. 3:14-15).
This passage identifies the church as God’s
house. As used in this context, house means
“family.” The church is God’s family and that is
its designation in Ephesians 3:15. God has only
one family, and to insist that God has children
in denominations is to accuse Him of adultery!
There are no children of God outside of His
family.
Denominations do not comprise the family
of God and are no part of it. The church of
which you should be a member—the one you
read about in the New Testament—rejects denominationalism because it blasphemes the
name of God by insisting that there are children
of God—Christians—in all denominational
“families.” All Christians—God’s saved children—are in the church Jesus built (Mat.
16:18), not denominations.
Elk City, OK

3,000 Baptized!!
Why Was It Never Mentioned Again?
Bill Jackson
And the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls
(Acts 2:41).
We all know the church has entered the age
of promotionalism—the age of drumbeating.
We constantly hear of The Best, The Most,
The Biggest, The Greatest: any triumph in one
congregation gets the publicity experts at work
to try and top that in some other congregation.
The trumpets sound when some activity is successful.
We have said that to call attention to the fact
that this very atmosphere is foreign to the New
Testament. In the text cited above, we find that
about 3,000 were baptized on the day of Pentecost. The interesting thing about this is: it
never was mentioned again in God’s Word!
Never once! We wonder why! We have the rest
of Acts, twenty-one other letters, and we have
seven different congregations addressed in the
book of Revelation, and never once did any of
the inspired writers ask, “Why cannot 3,000

Bellview Church of Christ
Website
The website offers past issues of Defender and
Beacon, written sermon outlines presented by
Michael Hatcher, as well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic
Bible course are available. Videos of lectureships, sermons, and Gospel meetings can be
viewed. Why not check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

more be baptized like they had on Pentecost?”
It was not that many years and many congregations were yet covered in the New Testament,
for the events of Acts 2 to take place in the very
first congregation. It was not that no apostle
knew of the events of that day, for twelve apostles were there at the time. It was not that the
apostles did not want the church to grow. It was
not that they were not interested in baptisms,
for the Great Commission put them into that
business (Mark 16:15-16).
Again, we wonder: why was not the success
in Acts 2 mentioned in each and every epistle?
Why did not the inspired writers take advantage of this whooping it up before all other congregations? Now, notice that this fits in with the
low-profile given to programs and successes in
the entire New Testament. While every letter
deals with the importance of study, growth, increasing in godly attributes, and the need for
improvement in every spiritual area, very little
in the way of publicity is given to actual circumstances of sums and numbers, and certainly
not in any way to “beat the drums” before the
brotherhood. We do not believe the early
church wanted a second-rate performance, but
we note they also did not whoop and yell about
Biggest, Greatest, Largest, Tremendous: they
did not even mention that they had 3,000 to
be baptized on Pentecost! We can learn something from this in the age of the promotional,
sensational, and publicity!
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Henry Hignite
Tim Busch
Rheba Stancliff
Tina Foshee
Carla Burleson
Linda Parks
John Godwin (Aleacia Godwin’s
husband)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Lanie Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
granddaughter)
Bill Beck (Cathy Beck’s husband,
hospice care)
Danielle Diehl (Aleacia Godwin’s
cousin)
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Please Remember
January 6
Visitation cards for Group 1 will be
handed out by Bill Crowe.
January 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
January 20
Visitation cards for Group 2 will be
handed out by Ray Foshee.
January 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
January 21
Visitation Get-together at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
January 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.

