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“The Most Popular Thief in Town”
Jim Miller
Gray, Maine
The Thief and the New Testament
In any consideration of the thief, one must keep in mind that the thief lived
under the Old Testament. The writer of the book of Hebrews argues that a
change of law was made. "For the Priesthood being changed, there is made of
necessity a change also of the law" (Heb. 7:12). Hebrews 9:16, 17 tell us when
this change of law was effected. "For where a testament is, there must of
necessity be the death of him that made it. For a testament is of force where
there hath been death: for it doth never avail while he that made it liveth." Paul,
in Rom. 7:4, said: "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were made dead to the law
through the body of Christ." Prior to the death of Christ, the Old Testament was
in force. After his death, the New Testament became effective.
It is obvious, therefore, that we live in the New Testament era. It is equally
obvious that when Jesus said "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise" the thief
was yet under the Old Testament, since this remark was made prior to the death
of Christ. Whatever might be shown to be true concerning the salvation of the
thief is of no relevance to our salvation, since he lived under a different law from
that under which people today live.
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One might as well argue that if Abraham ' Moses and David were saved without
baptism, then one today can likewise be saved without baptism. But baptism is
made a condition of salvation under the New Testament. It was not a condition
of salvation under the Old Testament, the law under which Abraham, Moses,
David and the thief lived.
In the secular field, there are many laws applicable to us today that were not
applicable to our ancestors. The right to assess an income tax was established by
the passing of the sixteenth amendment to the constitution in 1913. Should one
therefore argue, "Since my great-grandfather paid no income tax, I therefore do
not have to pay income tax?" The tax men would quickly explain, "But the laws
under which you live demand the payment of income tax, while there was no
such law when your great-grandfather lived." My great-grandfather very likely
did not have to have a driver's license, a draft card, or a social security number.
But the law under which I live requires all of these. The Old Testament did not
command baptism, but the New Testament does.
Christ's Authority an Earth to Forgive
Jesus taught in Matt. 9:1-8 that he had authority on earth to forgive sins. He
said, "But that ye may know that the Son of man hath authority on earth to
forgive sins (then saitk he to the sick of the palsy), Arise, and take up thy bed,
and go unto thy house" (Matt. 9:6). The palsied man was not told to be baptized,
nor was he commanded to believe, or to repent. While Jesus was on earth, be
could dispense of his spiritual goods on any terms that be saw fit.
Thus during the personal ministry of Christ, there were different conditions
stipulated for salvation. In Lk. 18:18-30 a "certain ruler" was told to "sell all that
thou hast, and distribute unto the poor . . ." This is not a universal condition of
salvation today. This was one of those special cases, while Jesus was yet on
earth. He then could dispense of his goods on any terms that he saw fit, or be
unconditionally could bestow his goods. Prior to a man's death, be may do with
his property as he chooses. But after the death of the testator, his goods are
bestowed according to the terms of his will. Different conditions for receiving
God's blessings were imposed upon different individuals during the personal
ministry of Christ, and in some instances, no conditions at all were imposed.
But after the death of Christ, a new law (testament) became effective. His
spiritual blessings were then imparted according to the terms of his will. No
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longer was there a diversity of conditions imposed. Under the New Testament,
the same things are required of every individual. Before the household of
Cornelius Peter declared, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no respector of
persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
acceptable to him" (Acts 10: 34, 35). God only has one plan of salvation now, and
that plan is revealed in the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1: 16). One of the conditions of
that plan of salvation is that one be baptized for the remission of sins. Peter
taught that "every one of you" must "repent and be baptized" in the name of
Christ "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2: 38).
There is no need to inquire as to whether Abraham, or Moses, or the thief on the
cross had to be baptized. The pertinent question is, "what must I do to be
saved?" This question is not answered by finding out what the thief (who lived
under a different law, and while Christ was yet on earth) had to do. "What must I
do?" can only be answered by a search of the testament under which I live. Since
the death of Christ, men have lived under the New Testament, and by that
testament we shall- be judged (John 12:48).
Conclusion
In every instance of conversion about which you can read in the New Testament,
the subject converted was baptized. Thus, my friend let me urge you not to
misuse the thief, and to permit your misunderstanding of his salvation to keep
you from doing what Christ has commanded you to do. Remember, "The
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected for themselves the counsel of God, being not
baptized of him" (Lk. 7:30). Do not make the same mistake they made.
The New Testament declares, "Blessed are they that DO HIS
COMMANDMENTS that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city" (Rev. 22:14). One of Christ's commandments is
baptism. Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mk. 16:16). Please do not permit the thief
on the cross to cause you to reject the counsel of God against yourself. When
Peter preached to Cornelius' household, the Bible says, "And he COMMANDED
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:48). Unless you "do
his commandments," one of which is baptism, you will have no right to the tree
of life.
Till next we meet God bless
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Malachi, Liberals, and Worship
Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
Introduction
The fundamental Truth that since the cross none have been accountable to the
Old Testament excuses no one from carefully studying it. The God Christians
worship is the Creator God of Genesis 1:1, the God of the Patriarchs, and the God
of Israel. His attributes, attitudes, and incomparable power—which certainly
includes the revelation of Himself throughout Old and new Testaments alike
(Mal. 3:6; Jam. 1:17)—are changeless from eternity. Thus Paul observed:
For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that
through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope
(Rom 15:4).
God’s plan for man’s salvation in the church of Christ by the blood of Christ is
revealed in the New Testament, rather than in the Old. Those who seek to justify
their doctrines and practices by the Old Testament are wrong, but the extreme
that avoids any study of the Old Testament is equally mistaken.
One subject about which we can learn much from the Old Testament is worship.
Most certainly, the specific acts of worship God ordained for the church are
different from those He required of the Patriarchs and of Israel. Nevertheless,
we can profit spiritually from some valuable, timeless Old Testament principles
relating to worship, several of which are accentuated in the book of Malachi.
Men Are Not Long Content With God-Authorized Worship
Proud men have been rebelling against God on the subject of worship from the
time of Cain (Gen. 1:2–4; Heb. 11:4). Other such notable Bible personalities
include Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1–2), Saul (1 Sam. 13:9), Jeroboam I (1 Kin.
12:26–33), and Uzziah (2 Chr. 26:16). They all did what they preferred rather
than what God commanded in worship.
In the fourth century B.C. Israel as a whole had decided they would live as they
pleased, instead of as God had ordained. Jehovah sent Malachi to upbraid them
for their apostasy, a major element of which involved worship. Their offerings
were to be unblemished firstfruits (Lev. 22:20; Deu. 15:21; 17:1; 18:4 et al.). They
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supposed that God would accept their polluted, blind, lame, and sick offerings,
which were not even fit for their governor (Mal. 1:7–8, 13–14).
Some never learn. A century and a half ,ago, the copycat, innovative spirit of
several loose thinkers in the church insisted on adding mechanical instruments
of music to the church’s worship. Those who thus challenged God’s authority
pretty much brought in their instruments and dared the faithful to object.
Within a half century, the church suffered an awful division, principally over this
innovation. This division spawned two new denominations (i.e., the Disciples of
Christ Christian Church and the Independent Christian Church) that have added
innumerable other unauthorized practices through the years. Note it well: An
early primary target of those pioneer change agents was the worship of God,
which invited vast changes in other areas of their theology.
An increasing number who currently masquerade as God’s people are afflicted
with Cain’s rebellious spirit. Like their forebears, one of their major attacks upon
the Lord’s church has been at the point of worship. Their approach has been
much more patient and subtle than that of their predecessors, however. In the
1960s they began (1) dogmatizing that “dogmatic” preaching was harmful, (2)
judging as “judgmental” those who preach straightforwardly, and (3) being very
negative toward what they perceived to be “negative preaching.” Some of these
fellows became so “positive” in their approach that they were blind to error and
sin. This diluting of the Gospel prepared the soil for the devastation that has
followed.
The generation that followed them has found the attitudes, doctrines, and
practices of denominationalism more and more—and the strictures of New
Testament Truth less and less—appealing. They began a continuing scheme in
local churches designed either to “convert” or run off “traditionalists” by
implementing incremental changes, almost always starting with worship. Their
strategy is to push into previously untested territory until resistance becomes
strong, and then, after a bit of relaxation, to sally forth on another and more
daring push.
These campaigns usually involve such things as a detailed orchestration of
worship activities by “praise teams,” small groups (or a soloist) singing to the
assembly, the raising, fluttering, and clapping of hands, dramatic productions,
short pop psychology pep talks delivered by casual-to-slovenly dressed talkers
(not to be confused with “preachers”), and the use of women in leadership roles.
These tactics have paved the way for bringing in a piano or an organ (or about
any other addition to the worship of God) with hardly a whimper of resistance.
As in Malachi’s time, these modern folk are pleasing themselves rather than God
—their “offerings” are polluted and blemished.
The Keys Of The Kingdom 9

God Does Not Accept Whatever Men Choose To Offer
The attitude that God is obligated to accept whatever men decide to offer to Him
has long been evident in Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox circles. However,
they did not originate this attitude. It must have been at least partly responsible
for the behavior of the aforementioned Old Testament characters who stumbled
at God’s worship instructions. It may also explain the behavior of many today
who have left the Lord’s church in heart and have indicated a proclivity for the
doctrines and practices of men.
Malachi makes it clear that we must offer what God has chosen rather than
what we choose:
Oh that there were one among you that would shut the doors, that ye might not
kindle fire on mine altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of
hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.… “Ye say also,
Behold, what a weariness is it! And ye have snuffed at it, saith Jehovah of hosts;
and ye have brought that which was taken by violence, and the lame, and the
sick; thus ye bring the offering: should I accept this at your hand? saith Jehovah
(Mal. 1:10–13; cf. Lev. 7:18; emph. DM).
All of those aforementioned Old Testament offenders learned that worship to
God is not accepted merely because it is offered, regardless of their sincerity.
God’s attitude toward presumptuous, unauthorized acts of worship has not (and
will not) change. Those (within or without) who believe that it is irrelevant and
unnecessary to seek a “thus saith the Lord” for their worship practices are in for
a rude awakening at the Judgment if they do not repent. God does not accept
that which He has not authorized.
Those Responsible for the Apostasy
Malachi immediately identified the priests—Israel’s leaders—as the principal
perpetrators of apostasy:
A son honoreth his father, and a servant his master: if then I am a father, where
is mine honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? saith Jehovah of hosts
unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we
despised thy name? (1:6).
The leaders brought their polluted and blemished offerings with the attitude that
it was no “big deal” (vv. 7–8). Of God’s way they said, “Behold, what a weariness
is it!” (v. 13). In chapter 2, the prophet promised a most graphic curse upon the
priests if they did not repent:
And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye
will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith Jehovah of hosts, then
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will I send the curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings; yea, I have cursed
them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will rebuke your seed,
and will spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your feasts; and ye shall
be taken away with it (vv. 1-3).
The priests were especially culpable because of their leadership role: “For the
priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth;
for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts” (v. 7). They had first “turned aside
out of the way” themselves, corrupting God’s covenant, and by their behavior
they had “caused many to stumble in the law” (v. 8).
Apostasy almost always begins with and is perpetuated by spiritual leaders who
stray. While in God’s spiritual Israel there is no separate priesthood (all are
priests [1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6]), still God has spiritual leaders (i.e., elders,
preachers, and teachers) who are just as responsible for the direction of His
people as were the priests Malachi addressed.
Spiritual leaders, mostly preachers and teachers (including editors, professors,
and authors), led the apostasy of the nineteenth century. In the present
apostasy, elders and school administrators have played a more prominent part,
simply because there were far more of both of them by the twentieth century.
Many elderships have deliberately led their flocks astray. Others have simply
forfeited their leadership to apostate preachers, ignoring God’s commands to
“watch,” “oversee,” and “rule” (Acts 20:28–31; Heb. 13:17), while wily wolves
wasted their flocks.
The governing boards of most universities founded by faithful brethren have
ignored their legal and moral obligation to enforce the chartered principles of
the founders, acquiescing to strong-willed administrators who seem to care little
for Scriptural authority. The boards and the administrators of most of these
schools have proved themselves unfaithful stewards (1 Cor. 4:2).
Preachers, professors, editors, and authors are by no means guiltless in the
current digression. They have likely been the most influential of all in leading
thousands astray. However, they could not have done so had their supervisors
(i.e., congregational elders and university administrators, respectively) not
supported and protected them. Such derelict supervisors failed to issue
appropriate warnings about poisonous books and periodicals (and their authors
and editors).
The Remedy Set Forth
Malachi states the remedy explicitly: “Remember ye the law of Moses my
servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and
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ordinances” (Mal. 4:4). The priests had led the people to cease honoring and
fearing Jehovah and to despise Him instead (1:6). In these passages, the close
connection is evident between honoring and fearing God and remembering His
law. At the close of Moses’ charge to Israel, he set a time when they were to hear
the reading of the law, and he stated the purpose of it:
Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones, and thy
sojourner that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn,
and fear Jehovah your God, and observe to do all the words of this law (Deu.
31:12).
The relationship between fearing God and observing His law is undeniable.
When men of liberal spirit willfully reject the commands of God, they rebel
against His name, His authority, yea, His very Person. Rebellion against the
Word of God is an advertisement of fearless irreverence and dishonor toward the
Author of that Word. Jesus equated rejection of His words with rejection of Him
(John 12:48). Those today who belittle respect for Divine law, ridicule those who
emphasize obedience, and despise the concept of keeping God’s commandments
would have been comfortable in the company of Cain and would have fit in
marvelously with Malachi’s contemporaries.
Thankfully, not all rejected the preaching of Malachi:
Then they that feared Jehovah spake one with another; and Jehovah hearkened,
and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him, for them that
feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name (Mal. 3:16).
Would to God that we could see such response from more of those who have
ceased to fear God as we faithfully preach the Word. We say to them all—leaders
and followers alike—on behalf of the Lord: “Remember ye the law…which I
commanded…, even statutes and judgments” (4:4). There is no other remedy.
[NOTE: I wrote this MS as an “Editorial Perspective” and published it in the
May 2002 edition of THE GOSPEL JOURNAL, of which I was Editor at the
time.]
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“After... The Order of Melchizedek”
Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, OK
The book of Hebrews, in which is found the phrase, “the order of Melchizedek”
(Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:17), was written to Jewish Christians who were in danger
of forsaking Christ and returning to Moses’ law because of persecution. The
thesis of Hebrews is that the covenant of Christ is superior to the covenant God
made with Israel, which was the Law of Moses, and to forsake Christ for Moses’
law would leave them without hope. The following points are among those set
forth in the book to prove that thesis:
24.Christ is a superior law giver to Moses (Heb. 1:1-3:6).
25.Jesus Christ’s priesthood is superior to Aaron’s. (Heb. 4-7).
26.A new and better covenant was prophesied (Heb. 8:8; cf Jer. 31-31-34).
27.The blood of Christ is superior to the blood of animals under the Law
(Heb. 9).
28.The Law of Moses was a shadow of the new covenant and was never
intended to be permanent (Heb. 10).
Our concern in this lesson is the meaning of the phrase, “the order of
Melchizedek.” The first mention of Melchizedek is upon Abraham’s return from
rescuing Lot from captivity (Gen. 14:14-20).
And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter
of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh,
which is the king’s dale. And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and
wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said,
Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.
And he gave him tithes of all (Gen. 14:17-20).
Melchizedek is next mentioned in Hebrews 5:6, where the writer quotes Psalms
110:4 in a reference to Christ’s priesthood in the new covenant: “Thou art a
priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” The same phrase is found in
Hebrews 5:10 and 6:20. In Hebrews 7, the writer presents a contrast between
the priesthood of Melchizedek and the Levitical priesthood of the Law of Moses
and, in a series of logical arguments, proves that Christ’s priesthood is superior
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to Aaron’s. He argues that with a change of the priesthood, comes also a change
of the law which established it. “For the priesthood being changed, there is made
of necessity a change also of the law” (Heb. 7:12). The phrase, “the order of
Melchizedek,” is one of the proofs offered that Christ is God’s High Priest
instead of Aaron.
Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of the most high God (Gen. 14:18).
Under the Law of Moses, no man served in that dual capacity. The priests under
the law were from the tribe of Levi (Exodus 8) and, with the exception of Saul,
the kings of Israel were all from the tribe of Judah. As king of Salem and priest
of God, Melchizedek was a type of Jesus Christ who is, today, both Priest and
King on His throne. As king of Salem, Melchizedek ruled a kingdom whose name
meant “peace.” He is a further type of Christ in that Christ’s kingdom brought
peace between God and man (Luke 2:14; Rom. 5:1).
Melchizedek is not a mysterious character, though men have thought him to be
so because of what is said of him in Hebrews 7:3: “…without father, without
mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.” That nothing is
known of his parentage or offspring, is true. But the same could be said for the
king of Sodom. “Without father, without mother, without descent” was not said
of Melchizedek as a person. Certainly he had parents. And, though we are not
told, he may have had children. “…having neither beginning of days, nor end of
life” could not possibly have been said of any person but God (Psa. 90:1-2). This
man, Melchizedek, who met Abraham, brought forth bread and wine, blessed
him, and took tithes of him was a man like all others.
What was said of Melchizedek in Hebrews 7:3, is descriptive of the priesthood of
Christ. Melchizedek had no predecessor in his priestly office (“without father,
without mother”). Nor did he have a successor (“without descent”) and the
phrase, “…having neither beginning of days, nor end of life,” Is a Hebraism. That
is a term describing the practice in Hebrew literature—specifically the Old
Testament—that states something in two different ways. An example of that is
found in the prophecy of the gospel’s beginning at Jerusalem in Isaiah 2:3: “…for
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
“The law” that would”go forth out of Zion” and “the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem” mean the same thing. “…having neither beginning of days, nor end
of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.” is a
Hebraism. Like Christ, no one preceded or succeeded Melchizedek in his
priesthood and, like Christ, “abideth a priest continually.” There was none like
Melchizedek before him, or after him. Therefore, he is, “made like unto the Son
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of God.” He is a type of Christ in the unique office of high priest. Remember that
the Hebrews writer is making arguments about Melchizedek’s priesthood, not
his fleshly genealogy.
It is further argued that Christ’s priesthood, typified by Melchizedek’s, was
superior to Aaron’s in two ways: 1) Abraham’s payment of tithes to Melchizedek
and, 2) Melchizedek’s blessing of Abraham.
Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham
gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they that are the sons of Levi who receive
the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people
according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins
of Abraham: but he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of
Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. And without all contradiction
the less is blessed of the better. And here men that die receive tithes; but there
he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And as I may so say,
Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the
loins of his father when Melchizedek met him (Heb. 7:4-10).
The writer concludes that perfection was not meant to come by the Levitical
priesthood. That being the case, he says a change of law was made and,
therefore, the that law’s priesthood was changed (Heb. 7:11-12). Furthermore,
these things could not have been said of Christ under the Law of Moses. “For he
of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man
gave attendance at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah;
of which Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood” (Heb. 7:13-14). Then, in
logical progression, he argues that, And it is yet far more evident: for that after
the similitude of Melchizedek there ariseth another priest, Who is made, not
after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.
For he testifieth, Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (Heb.
7:15-17).
The entire argument concerning Melchizedek as a type of Christ is not about a
“mysterious” Old Testament figure who had no parents, but as one who had
neither predecessor, nor successor in the office of priest. The word, “similitude,”
means “resemblance” but in this case the resemblance is from the inferior
physical to the greater spiritual—from Melchizedek’s priesthood to Christ’s. That
is the point made concerning the priesthood of Christ. His priesthood is superior
to the priesthood of Aaron because Aaron was made a priest by the Law of Moses
and had successors in that office. Christ was made our Priest by His endless life
and the oath of God. “For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity,
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but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is
consecrated forevermore” (Heb. 7:28).
The conclusion drawn by the Hebrews writer is that the Law of Moses was
fulfilled, taken away and, thus, succeeded by one far superior—proving this by
his argument concerning the typical nature of Melchizedek’s priesthood to that
of Christ’s.
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Design and Purpose of the Law of Moses
Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida
INTRODUCTION
“You are the ones who do not believe in the Old Testament!” This is an
accusation which many in the Lord’s church face on a regular basis. Sometimes
it is as a result of direct misrepresentation to prejudice people against the Lord’s
church and other times it is simply as a result of misunderstanding what is
taught without any intended dishonesty. Either way this accusation is a false
one. The sad thing is that some members of the Lord’s church do not understand
the Old Testament, and they often leave the wrong impression. However, let this
writer assure you that we do believe in the Old Testament, we simply understand
that the Old Testament is not the law to which we are subject today.
OLD TESTAMENT ABROGATED
It is not the purpose of this chapter to show that the Old Testament has been
taken away, but in a study of the purpose and design of that Testament, it is a
necessary part of this study. The Old Testament Law of Moses was never
intended to be a universal law. In a discussion of the Sabbath Law, God states,
“It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was
refreshed” (Exo. 31:17). As Moses gives the Law to the nation of Israel after the
wilderness wanderings and prior to going into the land of promise, he states,
“And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and
judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep,
and do them. The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The Lord
made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us
here alive this day” (Deu. 5:1-3). Moses states specifically that the Law of Moses
was made with the ones who were there: that is the Israelites. Therefore, the Law
of Moses was never a universal law, it was a Law dealing with the Jews. The
Gentile world was never subject to that Law.
When Christ died on the cross, He fulfilled the Old Testament Law and thus
abrogated it. Jesus stated, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till
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heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled” (Mat. 5:17-18). When Jesus fulfilled the Law, it did pass away.
That certainly is one of the aspects of Jesus’ statement upon the cross when He
cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30). He had finished fulfilling the Law, thus it
passed away.
Paul often spoke to the fact that the Old Testament Law had been taken away
so we are no longer subject to it. “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of
twain one new man, so making peace” (Eph. 2:15). The “law of commandments
contained in ordinances” has reference to the Mosaic Law. It was that law which
was a dividing law between the Jew and the Gentile. Jesus abolished that law so
that both Jew and Gentile could be one and thus have peace. In a parallel
passage Paul wrote, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross”
(Col. 2:14). Those ordinances are “the rules and requirements of the law of
Moses.” Paul clearly states that these ordinances have been taken out of the way
permanently at the cross of Christ.
The Hebrews writer shows that the Christian system is superior to any other
religious system and in particular the Mosaic system. In this he shows that we
have a greater priesthood than the Levitical priesthood: the priesthood of Christ.
However, Christ could not be a priest on earth because He was not of the tribe of
Levi—He came from the tribe of Judah. For Christ to be a priest there must be a
change in the priesthood which was brought about by a change in the law. “For
the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the
law.... For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for
the weakness and unprofitableness thereof” (Heb. 7:12, 18). That change in the
Law was a change from the Old Testament Law, the Law of Moses, to the Law of
Christ.
As Paul writes to the Roman brethren, he argues that we are free from the
Mosaic Law in Romans 7. He begins by saying, “Know ye not, brethren, (for I
speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as
long as he liveth?” (Rom. 7:1). He then uses an illustration to show the point. A
woman is married to a man as long as he lives, and if she is married to someone
else while he lives she is an adulteress, but if he is dead she is not an adultress.
He then makes the application: “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even
to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God”
(Rom. 7:4). To what law are we dead? “What shall we say then? Is the law sin?
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God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust,
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Rom. 7:7). The law which said,
“Thou shalt not covet” is the Mosaic Law and specifically the Ten
Commandments (Exo. 20:17). Therefore we are dead to the Mosaic Law so we
can be married to (subject to) the Law of Christ.
Some might be led to ask: “If we are not subject to the Old Testament, then of
what use is it?” This author sees four purposes of the Law of Moses, but these
four purposes are intertwined. In the next section, it will be our intention to look
at these four areas, then we intend to go into the Old Testament Law to show
application of these four principles.
DEFINE AND HIGHLIGHT SIN
What is sin and how do I know if I have sinned? These are important and
great questions that each person needs to know and understand. If a person does
not realize that he has sinned, he will see no need for a Savior. Thus, there is a
great need for a person to know what constitutes sin and thus to realize that he
has sinned. One of the great purposes of the Old Testament Law is to define and
highlight sin. Notice in Paul’s writings how he, by inspiration, emphasizes this
point. As he writes to the Roman brethren, he states, “Therefore by the deeds of
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.” (Rom. 3:20). Here we have the clear statement of one of the
purposes of the Law. The knowledge of sin comes by the law. The context shows
“the law” refers to the Mosaic Law. Thus, the purpose of the Law of Moses is to
give man a knowledge of sin. Later in this same book, Paul emphasizes this again
when he writes, “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had
not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said,
Thou shalt not covet.... Was then that which is good made death unto me? God
forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is
good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful” (Rom. 7:7,
13). Paul has shown that we are no longer subject to or amenable to the Mosaic
Law (1-4). We have been delivered from the Old Testament Law so we can live
according to the instructions of the Spirit as revealed in the New Testament (6).
Thus, Paul, responding to any possible arguments, asks the question concerning
the Law: “is the Law sin?” Was the Mosaic Law evil or sinful? Of course not!
Then what was the purpose of the Old Testament Law? Instead of the Law being
sin or causing man to sin, it revealed sin to us. Paul writes that he would not
know sin, specifically the sin of coveting, if sin had not been revealed to be sin in
the Old Testament.
In writing to the Galatian brethren, Paul would write, “Wherefore then
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serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the
hand of a mediator” (Gal. 3:19). Paul discussed the promises made to Abraham
(Gen. 12:1-3) and shows that the Law of Moses could not disannul those
promises and that the inheritance did not come through the Mosaic Law. Then
of what purpose is the Law? It was added to the Abrahamic promise because of
sin. It served the purpose to reveal sin to man.
SHOW MAN’S INABILITY TO SINLESSLY KEEP THE LAW
As the Old Testament Law revealed sin to man, it also reveals to man his
inability to sinlessly keep the Mosaic Law. When one is born into this world, he
is born without sin (Ecc. 7:29; Psa. 106:37-38; Eze. 18:4, 20; Mat. 18:3; 19:1315). As they grow, they reach, what we generally call, an “age of accountability”
(Deu. 1:39; Isa. 7:16). When they reach the time in their life when they know to
choose the right and refuse the evil, they do that which is wrong (Eze. 28:15).
The Law of Moses did not make provision for man’s weaknesses and sin. Yet,
one must keep or obey the Law sinlessly to be justified by the works of the Law.
Paul would write, “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is justified
by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And
the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:10-13). He points out
that those who are of the works of the Law are under a curse because they must
continue in all things which are written in the Law. This simply demands too
much because no one can sinlessly obey all the Law. Previously in this letter Paul
had written, “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Gal. 3:22).
In writing to the Roman brethren he states that God’s wrath is revealed
against “all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). He goes on to show that the Gentile world was
under the wrath of God because they had transgressed God’s will (Rom. 1:1832). He then points out that the Jew is no better than the Gentile because they
had the Law and did not keep it (Rom. 2). Then he concludes by showing that
since Jew and Gentile did not keep the Law, that all men are under the
condemnation of God. Notice as he writes, “As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one:... For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”
(Rom. 3:10, 23).
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There is no one who can stand in a right relationship with God through their
sinless obedience to the Law of Moses. This is why the Law of Moses was a “law
of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2) instead of a Law which produces life. Since all are
under the curse (Gal. 3:10), the Law cannot justify but it does show our need for
someone who can justify. This leads us to the next purpose of the Law of Moses.
PREPARE THE WORLD FOR CHRIST
With the knowledge of what constitutes sin, and the knowledge that each
person has sinned, and knowing that no one can save themselves nor sinlessly
obey or keep the Law, there is the realization that man needs a Redeemer or
Savior. Therefore, one of the purposes of the Law of Moses is that of preparing
mankind for the Messiah. It does this by first making us realize our need for the
Messiah. The Law lets us know what constitutes sin and that we have committed
sin in our life. The Law also reveals to us that we cannot sinlessly keep the Law,
and, therefore, we are under a curse. With this knowledge, we now know that we
need someone to save us from our sin, thus the need for the Messiah. However,
God had to prepare the world for the coming of the Savior. Paul wrote, “But
when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law” (Gal. 4:4). From the time of man’s first sin (Adam
and Eve’s sin in the Garden of Eden), God began preparing the world for the
coming of the One who would destroy the power of Satan (Gen. 3:15) and take
away man’s sins.
The Law of Moses was given to prepare man for His coming. A part of this
was telling about Him so when He came, all would know that He is the One. As
Jesus spoke to the two disciples while on the road to Emmaus, Luke records,
“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all
the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). The Old Testament
Law was speaking about Christ, His coming, and the kingdom He would
establish.
The prophets foretold many aspects of the Messiah’s life (His birth, life,
death, purpose, etc.). When Jesus came, He fulfilled all these prophecies. Jesus
reminded His apostles of His fulfilment of the prophecies when He said, “And he
said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24:44).
Notice that the Old Testament was written about Him. They were preparing the
way for Him so all would come to Him. Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye
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will not come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:39-40).
When Jesus came and established His Law (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2; et al.), He
abrogated the Old Testament Law. To take away the Law of Moses, He had to
fulfill it. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil” (Mat.
5:17). He came with the utmost respect for the Law and fulfilled the Law so it
could be taken away. However, we should understand that the Law was
prophesying of Jesus. In prophesying of Him, it was foretelling and preparing
the way for Him.
PROVIDE HISTORICAL EXAMPLES
Often when we discuss the purpose of the Old Testament, this is the main
aspect which is discussed. Paul wrote, “For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). The things which were “written
aforetime” are the Old Testament Scriptures. They provide historical examples
for us so as we study them we can learn. As we look at the examples provided for
us we learn patience which is the quality of being steadfast. We also are
comforted as we look at the Scriptures. These qualities which are learned by
studying the Law of Moses produces within us hope. As we examine the lives of
the great men of faith, we observe their steadfast reliance on God which then
inspires within us that same desire. After the Hebrews writer records many of
the heros of faith (Heb. 11), he then states, “Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). James, the half-brother of our Lord encouraged
us to consider the prophets as an example: “Take, my brethren, the prophets,
who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction,
and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very
pitiful, and of tender mercy” (Jam. 5:10-11). What a great hope this provides for
us that if we have that steadfast reliance upon God, we then have hope.
Paul speaks of his need to continue in faithfulness to God lest he become a
castaway (1 Cor. 9:26-27). In showing the possibility of apostatizing from God,
he uses physical Israel as an example for us. He shows how that all of them
enjoyed spiritual blessings (1 Cor. 10:1-4), but that God was not pleased with
many of them (v. 5). He then states, “Now these things were our examples, to the
intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted” (v. 6). He
continues to give illustrations of the lack of faithfulness to God, then states,
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“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” (v. 11). We need
to learn from the examples given to us in the Law of Moses to remain faithful to
God to inherit the promises of God.
ILLUSTRATED
God created man and placed him in a marvelous garden. During this time,
God and man possessed a sweet fellowship one with another. Adam and Eve
communed with God as He would come in the “cool of the day” (Gen. 3:8). God
had given them His laws for them to continue to enjoy that fellowship. He placed
them in the garden to “dress it and keep it” (2:15). They were to “be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth” (1:28). God also informed them what not to do: “But of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (2:17). The serpent came tempting
Eve to do what God had instructed man not to do (3:1-5). Eve took of the fruit
and ate it and also gave it to Adam who also ate of it (v. 6). We learn the nature
of sin; that it is a transgression of God’s law: “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4).
We also learn of God’s dealings with man regarding sin and the separation which
sin brings (Isa. 59:1-2) as Adam and Eve are cast out from the presence of God
(Gen. 3:23-24). Since sin has come into the world, we learn the need for a Savior
to redeem man back to God, thus God gives the promise of the Messiah. “And I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (3:15). Thus, in
these first few chapters of the Bible we see all four aspects of the purpose of the
Old Testament.
As one continues looking at the Scriptures, he observes the proliferation of
sin as he reads of Cain murdering his brother Able and Lamech with his
polygamy and murders (Gen. 4). Then we read how that “God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (6:5). We learn of God’s attitude
toward sin as He sends a flood upon the earth to destroy man. However, we find
that “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (6:8). We learn why Noah found
grace in God’s eyes when we read, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God” (6:9), and “thus did Noah; according
to all that God commanded him, so did he” (6.22). In all of these accounts, we
are learning about sin and what constitutes sin. God is also showing man that he
cannot live a sinless life and therefore he needs a Savior. They are also historical
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examples for man to learn about God’s dealings with man.
As we come to Abram (Abraham) in Genesis 12 we find three great promises
made to him. “Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew
thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed....And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give
this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him”
(Gen. 12:1-3, 7). There is (1) a land promise, (2) a nation promise, and (3) a
spiritual promise that through Abraham’s seed shall all the families of the earth
be blessed. Concerning this last promise Paul wrote, “Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16). These promises are repeated
several times first to Abraham, then to Isaac and Jacob. Twelve sons were born
to Jacob. Ten of the sons envied Joseph and sold him into bondage. He was
taken to Egypt and through the providence of God arose to second in command
only under Pharaoh. Because of a great famine, Joseph’s family moved to Egypt
where they were made a great nation numerically. Moses would write, “Thy
fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; and now the
Lord thy God hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude” (Deu. 10:22).
At the appropriate time, God called Moses and had him go to Pharaoh and
tell him, “Let my people go” (Exo. 5:1; 7:16; 8:1; et al.). When Pharaoh refused,
God brought them out of Egypt with a powerful hand. He then led Israel to
Mount Sinai and there gave them His Law (the Law of Moses). In giving them
this Law, God was revealing to them in a codified way what constitutes sin. They
were being instructed out of the Law regarding the things of God: “Behold, thou
art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, And
knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being
instructed out of the law” (Rom. 2:17-18). They were being instructed how to be
in a right relationship with God, but the Law of Moses ended up convicting them
of sin. “What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There
is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:9-10).
As one moves to Leviticus, he sees the theme of man’s need to be holy
because God is holy. “For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify
yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves
with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. For I am the
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Lord that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall
therefore be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44-45). All the sacrifices and offerings
they brought before God reminded them that they had sinned and were in need
of a Savior. Yet, those sacrifices could never take away their sin. “For the law
having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things,
can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make
the comers thereunto perfect” (Heb. 10:1). The reason those sacrifices could not
take away sin is “for it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). Thus, we see the Law of Moses teaching man the
need for Someone to come Who could take away sins. “If therefore perfection
were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what
further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of
Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?... For the law made
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw
nigh unto God” (Heb. 7:11, 19). The Law was not perfect because it had no true
provision for taking away sin, so it showed the need for a Second greater
covenant which had a greater priest than the priest based upon the Law of
Moses. “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have
been sought for the second” (Heb. 8:7).
Moses then led the Israelites to the land of Canaan which was the land God
had promised to Abraham. Joshua then led them into the land to take
possession of it. A mention of the types found in the Old Testament is
appropriate at this point, because so many of them are pointing to and preparing
the way for the coming Messiah. Moses and Joshua both are types of the Christ.
It is stated that God would send one that was like unto Moses: “The Lord thy
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren,
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;... I will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and
he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him” (Deu. 18:15, 18).
The main part of the Abrahamic promise was the seed promise. The great
nation and the land promise were both for the purpose of preserving a people
and preparing the world for the Messiah. For the Messiah to come, there had to
be a people through whom He could come. Thus, the promise of a great nation to
preserve a people or nation through whom the Seed would come. For the nation
or people to develop, they needed a land, thus God gave them the land of
Canaan. Thus, the nation and the land promises go together, but they both are
for the spiritual promise of a coming Seed who would save the world.
After taking the promised land, God raised up judges to deliver the Israelites.
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Those judges were also types of the Messiah as they were deliverers from the
bondage of their oppressors while the Messiah is a Deliverer from the bondage
of sin.
At the end of the period of the judges, the people cry for a king to be like the
nations around them (1 Sam. 8). God gave them Saul but after his rebellion
against God (1 Sam. 15), God raised up David to be king over Israel. David had
the desire to build God a house, but was forbidden by God because he was a man
of war and shed blood (1 Chr. 28:3). However, God promises David that his seed
would build God a house. “And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name,
and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he
shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men,
and with the stripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall not depart away
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house
and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be
established for ever” (2 Sam. 7:12-16). God was preparing the way for our Lord
and identifying Him as one who would be from Abraham’s seed through David.
This seed of David would be the King along with being a prophet (Deu. 18:15, 18)
and High Priest (Psa. 110:4; Heb. 7:11). He would be the Anointed One—the
Christ.
As one studies the prophets, he learns all about the birth, life, and death of
the Messiah. We learn of the place of the Savior’s birth (Mic. 5:2), the time frame
of His birth (Dan. 2, 9), that He would be born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14), where His
ministry would take place (Isa. 9:1-2), that He would speak in parables (Psa.
78:2, 67-68) and work miracles (Isa. 35:5-6). Likewise the details of His death
are spelled out in minute detail: that He would be sold for thirty pieces of silver
(Zec. 11:12), betrayed by a friend (Psa. 41:9), His disciples would forsake Him
(Zec. 13:7), He would be smitten and spat upon (Isa. 50:6), He would be
wounded, bruised, and striped (Isa. 53:5), His hands and feet pierced (Psa.
22:16), crucified with thieves (Isa. 53:12), et al. Bert Thompson wrote, “Scholars
have documented over 300 messianic prophecies in the Old Testament
(Lockyer, 1973, p. 21). From Genesis through Malachi, the history of Jesus is
foretold in minute detail.” All these prophecies were preparing the way for the
Christ so when He came all would accept Him and come to Him to be saved.
All through these times of Old Testament history, we observe God’s dealings
with man. God was providing man with illustrations of obedience and
disobedience. He was showing man His reactions to man and his lifestyle. We
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witness God’s blessings coming upon man when man obeys His will, and God’s
condemnation upon those who disobey Him. These historical accounts give
encouragement to those who read them today that we can obey even as they
obeyed. When we go through trials, tribulations, and persecutions, we know that
others have gone through the same things and remained faithful therefore
receiving God’s favors.
CONCLUSION
The man who fails to read and study the Old Testament is spiritually
deprived. One cannot have an understanding of the New Testament without
knowing the Old Testament. We have some adages to show the connection
between the two Testaments: “The Old is by the New explained, the New is in
the Old contained,” “The New is in the Old concealed, the Old is by the New
revealed.” While we are not subject to the Law of Moses, we should study and
learn from the Old Testament to have a complete understanding of God and His
dealings with man, our need for a Savior, and how God would work all things
together for the perfect time to send His Son as a Savior of man.
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