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Parables Of The Treasure In The Field And The
Pearl Of Great Price
Jim Miller
Gray, Maine
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the ,which
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that
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he hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of
great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it (Matt. 13:44-46).
Jesus often taught using parables, a parable is defined by Thayer as follows:

παραβολη

parabolē
Thayer Definition:
1) a placing of one thing by the side of another, juxtaposition, as of ships in
battle
2) metaphorically
2a) a comparing, comparison of one thing with another, likeness,
similitude
2b) an example by which a doctrine or precept is illustrated
2c) a narrative, fictitious but agreeable to the laws and usages of human
life, by which either the duties of men or the things of God, particularly
the nature and history of God’s kingdom are figuratively portrayed
2d) a parable: an earthly story with a heavenly meaning

Jesus taught these two parables to emphasize how men should treasure and
value the kingdom of heaven. "The whole point of the parable is the joy with
which the man finds the treasure, and his abandonment of everything else in
order to secure it. There are several lessons in this parable which deserve our
careful study.
The Gospel Is A Treasure
We can see in both parables, the gospel of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of
heaven are presented as a treasure or a pearl of great price. The riches of earth,
the pleasures of life, and the praise of fellow men are not worthy to be compared
with the blessings which God has prepared for man in the gospel. Many who
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have attained the riches of this earth, personal fame, and political power
manifest a dissatisfaction down deep in their soul. The rainbows after which
many chase cannot satisfy their deepest longings.
In contrast to all the man made treasures that most folks are seeking, our Lord
has provided a treasure beyond compare for us in the gospel. The treasure was
expensive from the point of view of the cost to provide it. God the Father had to
give up His dear Son to suffer the agonies of death on Calvary. Christ shed His
precious blood in order that mankind could be redeemed from sin. As one
considers this high price of the gospel, they should be truly impressed that it is a
treasure a true gift from God.
The gospel is a treasure when considered on the basis of what it does for its
recipient. The gospel of Jesus Christ provides forgiveness of sin for mankind, a
peace which passes all understanding, Php_4:7 And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. This treasure the guide to right living which provides for personal
happiness now and eternal life when we die. The realization that there is
purpose in life, the means of obtaining inner peace with one's self, the hope for a
bright tomorrow, the hope for justice to triumph, and other such human ideals
can only find attainment through what God has provided for us in the gospel.
Indeed, the gospel of Jesus Christ is a treasure, a pearl of great price.
The Discovery Of The Treasure And Pearl
The two parables have many points of similarity; however, they also have a
significant difference with reference to how the two men found their respective
treasures. The one man accidentally stumbled upon his treasure; the other man
found the pearl after a long, arduous search for it. We need to consider the
significance of each of these men.
1. The One Found The Treasure. The parable relates that a certain man found a
treasure in a field. We do not know what he was doing in the field, whether
plowing it for someone else, passing through it, or something else; that is
unimportant. The point is that he accidentally discovered a treasure, recognized
its value, and did everything necessary in order to obtain it.
There are men who find the Kingdom of heaven just as the man found the
treasure in the field. They accidentally stumble onto the gospel. The woman at
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the well in John 4 did not go in search of eternal life; she stumbled onto it Joh
4:6-15 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his
journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. There cometh a
woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. (For
his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) Then saith the woman
of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me,
which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the
Samaritans. Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God,
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of
him, and he would have given thee living water. The woman saith unto him,
Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then
hast thou that living water? Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall
thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life. The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this
water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.
The Philippian jailor is another example he was not looking for the gospel of
Jesus Christ on the night when the earthquake freed his prisoners. Read (Acts
16:26-34). There are many others who accidentally find the gospel. Some meet a
friend who tells them about Jesus while on the job, some tune in a radio
program, some pick up a tract, or otherwise happen to come in contact with the
gospel of Jesus Christ without looking for it.
2. The One Who Found The Pearl. The man who found the pearl of great price
was different from the man who found the treasure in that he was pursuing
pearls. He found his pearl of great price at the end of a diligent search for
valuable pearls. There are men who find the gospel in this manner as well. Lydia
learned the gospel while assembled by the banks of a river in the worship of God
(Acts 16:14-15) And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And
when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And
she constrained us..
Cornelius was taught the gospel after diligently pursuing prayer, good works,
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and other acts of devotion to the Lord (Acts 10:1-2). The Bereans sought and
searched diligently to be sure that the things which they were taught were so
(Acts 17:11). These men were searching for the truth and recognized it when they
found it.
There are people like that who find the gospel today. Some of them have
wandered in and out of several denominations. Some of them put us to shame in
the good deeds which they have done. In their searching for the truth, they come
into contact with the gospel of Jesus Christ, recognize it for what it is, and give
up everything necessary in order to obtain it.
The Effort To Obtain The Treasure And The Pearl
The parables are similar in demonstrating the effort which each man made to
obtain his respective treasure. The two men in these parables are alike in two
respects: they know a very valuable thing when they see it, and they are willing
to pay the highest price in order to secure it. The attitude of both men was to
make the discovered treasure their own at whatever price it cost them. Each sold
all that he had in order to obtain his treasure. The man who discovered the
treasure was beside himself with joy at having found the treasure. Neither man
be-grudged what he had to give up to obtain his treasure. Each man thought that
his treasure was worth more than the things which he gave up to obtain it.
In order to obtain the treasure or the pearl of great price, men have had to be
willing to pay the price. Moses gave up all of the riches, political power, and
fame of Egypt in order to be identified with the Christ (Heb. 11:24-25) By faith
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;. Paul had to give up his position in the
Jewish religion in order to become a Christian (Phil. 3:4-11). The rich young
ruler was called upon to sell all that he had and give it to the poor in order to be
Christ's disciple (Matt. 19:16-22). Some men have had to sacrifice their families
in order to be faithful to Jesus (Lk. 14:26). Other men have had to sacrifice life
itself for Christ (Acts 7:54-8: 1; Acts 12:1-3; Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:6-8). Yet, these
men gave their lives joyfully because they valued the kingdom of heaven as being
of more value than life itself.
"We are inclined to say that a person who discovers treasure anywhere or in any
form and then walks away from it is a fool. But many do that with the gospel"
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What we commonly find is that the kingdom of heaven is not so esteemed. We
see men hesitating to part with anything for it, looking at it as a sad alternative,
as a resort to which they must perhaps betake themselves when too old to enjoy
life any longer, as what they have to come to when all the real joy and intensity
of life are gone, but. not as that on which life itself can be spent. Entrance into
the kingdom of heaven is looked upon much as entrance into the fortified town
is viewed by the rural population. It may be necessary in time of danger, but they
will think with longing of the fields and homesteads they must abandon; it is by
constraint, not from love, that they make the change. In short, it is plain that
men generally do not reckon the kingdom of heaven to be of such value that they
sacrifice everything else for its sake
The fact remains that, in the minds of most people, the gospel is not worth
nearly so much as the treasures of this life. Consequently, when they come into
contact with the gospel, they have to be exhorted and beseeched to make them
give up anything to obey the gospel. Churches are filled with "Christians" who
are unwilling to weather three drops of rain to attend worship services, who
would think nothing of missing an evening worship service to watch a ball game
or attend a game, who never find time to read their Bibles, and who pray very
little on a day to day basis. The problem is that the gospel or the kingdom of
heaven is not considered by them to be a treasure worth much of anything at all.
When sacrifices are made in order to "put Jesus first," the sacrifices are made
amidst groanings and complaints. What is sacrificed is done with a sour-face
attitude and disposition which is attractive to no one - not even to their own
children who frequently grow up with this mistaken concept of Christianity and
turn away from it, being repulsed by it. Christianity which makes a man
miserable is not worth much to its owner.
Merchants who go from one end of the earth to the other, and venture
everything in search of worldly gain, may well put to shame many Christians
who care so little for the Lord, and their own salvation.

Till next we meet
God bless
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LED BY THE SPIRIT
Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
One is not a child of God, a Christian, unless he is led by the Spirit: “For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).
How does God lead His children through the Holy Spirit? Most
denominationalists, in their doctrinal confusion and emotionalism, are under
the delusion that there is some sort of direct guidance of the Spirit in their lives.
Some feel that this is done by giving free reign to their impulses or yielding to
their hunches. Some believe the Spirit must “illuminate” the written Word for
them if they are to understand it. Further, some claim that they receive some
special blessing of spiritual strength (or the ability to behave righteously) from
work which the Spirit does for them directly and internally beyond and apart
from the written Word and apart from God’s external activity in the realm of
providence. Others believe they hear a voice speaking directly to them from the
Spirit. Still others believe the Spirit leads them by showing them special signs
which indicate specific decisions that need to be made at a given time. (Some
wait on the Spirit to “lead” them to get up in the morning, which socks to wear,
and even which one to put on first.)
It is not surprising, but expected, that unbelievers advocate the above-listed
errors. Nor are we surprised that “change agents” and “new hermeneutic”
advocates are urging at least some of these activities of the Spirit of God in their
do-or-die agenda to wreck the church of the Lord. The matter that causes both
surprise and dismay is that some otherwise sound brethren are now saying that
the Spirit operates in a direct mode apart from and in addition to His Word in
the realm of sanctification. Our concern is that they apparently do not have in
mind merely the way God operates and what He does through His “behind-thescenes” providence or in answer to our prayers, indirectly and external to our
hearts and minds (which Biblical doctrines are practically universally taught
among the elect [e.g., Gen. 50:20; Est. 4:14; Rom. 8:28; et al.]). These brethren
seem rather to be insisting that the Spirit does some things directly and
internally to and in the Christian’s heart that He does not do through His Word
alone. If this is not what these brethren mean by their words, they should say so
and do it plainly (and we would hope soon)! It is imperative that our words on
this subject be carefully-chosen, precise, and well-defined so as not to raise
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questions unnecessarily. (We say this realizing that we all fall short of this lofty
aim occasionally.) If one cannot state in unambiguous, clearly-comprehensible
terms, his concept of the way the Holy Spirit does His work for the Christian, it
may be a strong signal that he has an incorrect concept that he needs to abandon
or at least hold only to himself if he must hold it.
Two major differing views concerning the way the Spirit dwells in the
Christian (i.e., representatively or personally) have been held by those who have
genuinely pleaded for the restoration of the ancient order over the past two
centuries. The “how” of the Spirit’s indwelling, in and of itself, has not been
considered a “fellowship” issue by respected men among us in past generations
and should not be now. However, so far as we know only an infinitesimal
number who were/are counted faithful through all these years have advocated
(until very recently) the idea that the Spirit leads, guides, instructs, strengthens,
or produces spiritual fruit in the Christian in any direct or immediate way, apart
from or in addition to His spiritual “sword,” His Word (Eph. 6:17). (We realize
that “how many” or “which” brethren believe a certain doctrine does not
guarantee its truthfulness. However, it hardly seems wise to disdain or abandon
hastily doctrinal convictions arrived at by many able men over a long period of
time.) To contend that the Spirit thus operates on the heart of the Christian in
some direct, immediate way has generally been (and continues to be) correctly
perceived both as (1) a surrender of the all-sufficiency of the Word of God and
(2) an opening of the door to unrestrainable subjectivism.
It is not always kept clear (but it should be) that the way the Holy Spirit
dwells in the Christian and the way the Holy Spirit works in the life of the
Christian are separate issues. Some (both among representative-indwelling
advocates and personal-indwelling advocates) apparently believe that the
personal indwelling view somehow implies or at least tends toward the directwork view of the Holy Spirit. However, we deny even the tendency, much less
the implication. The personal indwelling view no more implies or tends toward
the direct work of the Holy Spirit than the doctrine of the necessity of baptism
for the remission of sins implies or tends toward “salvation by meritorious
works” (as denominationalists have long averred). We do not know of any
brother who faithfully teaches the role of baptism in God’s salvation pattern who
would ever think of considering it some sort of work of merit on man’s part.
Likewise, until lately faithful brethren have been all but non-existent who hold
that the Spirit dwells in one personally and who therefore believe that this
conviction implies some work in or for us by the Spirit separate from, in addition
to, His written Word. Again, let us keep clear the distinction between the
indwelling and the operation of the Spirit.
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Now back to our original question: How does the Holy Spirit direct, lead, and
do His work in the Christian? Does He provide direct leadership and influence in
our lives? Does He directly (apart from, in addition to His written Word and His
external providence) tell us where to go, what to do, when to do what, and such
like? Does He directly (apart from, in addition to the Bible and providence) give
us spiritual strength and cause us to produce His fruit (Gal. 5:22–23)? Please
bear in mind that however the Spirit leads, He leads not a few, many, or most,
but all of us, according to Romans 8:14.
In the first century, miraculous power was given to the apostles, and they
were able to impart it to others for the purpose of revealing and confirming the
Gospel (Heb. 2:3-4). However, so far as we can discern, the New Testament
neither explicitly nor implicitly teaches that every Christian possessed
miraculous gifts. On some occasions, the Spirit directly told someone to go to a
certain place and to do or not do a certain thing (e. g., Acts 8:29; 10:19-20; 16:6–
7; et al.). However, it is readily observable that such direct messages and
instances of guidance, even in the days of miracles (long since ended [1 Cor.
13:8–10, et al.]), were not the ordinary, but the extraordinary occurrence. Since
even these miraculous incidents of the Spirit’s leadership were exceptional and
were confined to only some or perhaps even a few individuals, it is manifest that
such miraculous leadership was not in Paul’s (or the Spirit’s) mind in Romans
8:14. The kind of leadership of which Paul wrote is that which the Spirit gives to
every Christian, implying that it is not occasional and extraordinary, but
constant and ordinary.
How then are sons of God led by the Spirit? We repeat that until very
recently, faithful brethren, whether they held a personal or a representativelyonly view of the Spirit’s indwelling, answered almost unanimously as follows:
“We are led by the Spirit when and as we obey the Word of the Spirit.” Paul
commanded: “Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh”
(Gal. 5:16). Surely none would deny that to “walk by the Spirit” is to be “led by
the Spirit.” Immediately after His statement just quoted, the Spirit (through
Paul’s inspired pen) leads us to understand what the “works of the flesh” are and
what the “fruit of the Spirit” is (Gal. 5:19-26), with the implied obligation to shun
the former and produce the latter. There is not the slightest hint that Paul had in
mind any idea that the Spirit apart from or in addition to the written Word
would somehow directly produce this beautiful and everywhere-lawful fruit in
us.
Our conviction is that there is only one way in which any man (whether alien
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sinner or God’s child) is “led by the Spirit”: it is by obeying the Word of the
Spirit. Any other claimed leading of the Spirit degrades and even nullifies His
written Word by which He leads us. After all, if the Holy Spirit directly produces
the fruit of the Spirit in us, what need have we for the instructions and urgings of
the written Word? Yet, it is that very written Word (“Scripture”) which is
profitable for our every spiritual need and craving and which, if followed, will
bring us (without any extra direct assistance of the Spirit) to full spiritual
maturity (2 Tim. 3:16–17). Only as we read, understand, and obey the Word does
the Spirit lead, direct, teach, and work in us. Any other view of the Spirit’s work
in us is an aberrant view in light of both the Bible and the almost-unanimous
convictions of generations of earnest brethren in modern times.
So long as brethren are united on this bedrock foundation of Biblical
principle, we cannot see why the manner of the Spirit’s indwelling the Christian
should ever be considered a divisive issue. We therefore appeal to all brethren
(whether they are believers in the representative or in the personal indwelling)
to earnestly join hands and hearts concerning the work of the Spirit on the
hearts of men through His Word alone. As one man let us go forth to face the
change-mad liberal heretics within and the many and mighty Satanic foes
without who are attacking Zion from every direction.
[Note: The foregoing article is an expansion of one I originally wrote in about
1978 for the church bulletin I then edited. It represents what I have believed and
taught for many years and what I continue to believe and teach.]
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How Long?
Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, OK
The en masse departures from the faith by “mainstream churches of Christ”
continues with no end in sight. To read their bulletins and website postings, one
comes away with the idea that Jesus died for trips to Six Flags, Easter egg hunts,
dramas, puppet shows, church softball leagues, psychological counseling, camps,
colleges, seminars, marriage workshops, children's church, hoedowns, talent
shows, tennis matches, trunk or treat, adopt-a-highway, camp outs, children's
musicals, gardening projects, quilting bees, raking leaves, repairing roofs, tax
and financial workshops, public relations, meals on wheels, coffee and donuts,
and multitudes of other secular concerns. Yes, all of these things are from
websites of so-called “Churches of Christ” all of whom have departed from the
faith.
Of those who introduced mechanical instruments of music into the worship of
the church in the 1800s, Moses Lard wrote,
In what light then must we view him who attempts to introduce it into the
churches of Christ of the present day? I answer, as an insulter of the authority of
Christ, and as a defiant and impious innovator in the simplicity and purity of the
ancient worship. ...But what shall be done with such churches? Of course,
nothing. If they see fit to mortify the feelings of their brethren, to forsake the
example of the primitive churches, to condemn the authority of Christ by will
worship, to excite dissension, and give rise to general scandal, they must do it
(“Instrumental Music in Churches and Dancing,” Lard's Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 3,
March, 1864, p. 332, 333)
The instrumental music controversy of which Lard wrote had been an issue in
churches of Christ for more than a decade, and he determined that it was time
for the faithful to act. Among the remedies he suggested were the following:
Let every preacher in our ranks resolve at once that he will never, under any
circumstances or on any account, enter a meeting house belonging to our
brethren in which an organ stands. We beg and entreat our preaching brethren
to adopt this as an unalterable rule of conduct. …Let those brethren who oppose
the introduction of an organ first remonstrate in gentle, kind and decided terms.
If their remonstrance is unheeded, and the organ is brought in, then let them at
once...abandon the church so acting; and let all such members unite elsewhere.
Thus these organ-grinding churches will in the lapse of time be broken down, or
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wholly apostatize, and the sooner they are in fragments, the better for the cause
of Christ (Ibid.).
How long will faithful brethren in our day continue to abide the egregious
departures from Truth by “mainstream churches of Christ”? The symptoms
differ today from 1864, but the cause is identical to those in Lard's day—a failure
to respect the authority of Christ. In 1864 it was mechanical instruments of
music. Today it is layer upon layer of Social Gospel “ministries” that have
plagued the church far longer than a decade. In an email message I received
from brother Gary Grizzell this week, he echoed Lard's sentiment that, “the
sooner they are in fragments, the better for the cause of Christ.” Brother Grizzell
wrote, “The sooner the major divide between the faithful and the pretenders is
known and faced, the better.” We are in wholehearted agreement with Lard and
brother Grizzell.
There exists an amalgamation in the church of our day comprised of
“mainstream churches of Christ”—“pretenders” in brother Grizzell's words—and
those who fellowship them. In fact, fellowship is the major problem among us.
Churches and preachers, like those of the Memphis School of Preaching (MSOP)
who would have never had fellowship with churches like Bear Valley in Denver
before, are now cozily bedded down with them in error.
Bear Valley's lectureship, set for Sept. 13-16, 2018, is an example of the
amalgamation of those who were once sound, but have traded Truth for a mess
of pottage. Among the speakers is Dave Miller, who became a lightning rod in
the church with his false doctrines of elder reevaluation and reconfirmation
(Elder R/R), and that marriage is not a marriage if those who enter into it have
no “intent” to be married.
Speaking alongside Miller is Barry Grider, preacher for the “mainstream” Forest
Hill church of Christ in Memphis, and an MSOP instructor. Speaking with
Grider and Miller is Eddie Parrish who, according to their website, preaches for
the “mainstream” Brown Trail church of Christ in Fort Worth, Texas, where
Miller orchestrated the Elder R/R process and divided the church. Brown Trail
later issued a statement of “repentance.” So much for their “repentance” now
that Parrish is in fellowship with Dave Miller.
The “mainstream” North Lexington church of Christ in Lexington, Kentucky will
conduct the 38th Cane Ridge Restoration Lectureship, Aug. 2-5, 2018. Among
those speakers is Kyle Butt of Apologetics Press, whose director is Dave Miller,
and B. J. Clarke, director of MSOP. Also speaking is the “mainstream churches
of Christ” version of Hugh Hefner, Freed-Hardeman University (FHU) President
David Shannon. Yes, the same David Shannon who defends nudity in art classes
at FHU. Not only does Clarke seem to have no problem with Miller's doctrinal
error, but he apparently has no problem with Shannon's immorality. And who
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but a “mainstream church of Christ” like North Lexington would have a purveyor
of pornography on its lectureship? The respect these preachers and churches
have for the authority of Christ could be put in a gnat's eye and its eyesight
would still be 20/20. Paul and John wrote,
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that
are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple (Rom. 16:17-18).
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds (2 John 9-11).
None of the churches or preachers described above respect the word of God
written by those two inspired men. Those preachers and churches are an almost
imperceptible speck of the cancerous growth that thrusts its tentacles deeply
into the body of Christ. That deadly growth continues to swell with “mainstream
churches of Christ,” lying silently beneath the surface in our back yards and
turning deaf ears and blind eyes to the massive apostasy that roars like a
tsunami across the land. They are, “the insulter(s) of the authority of Christ,
and...defiant and impious innovator(s) in the simplicity and purity of the ancient
worship.” How long, brethren? Ephraim is joined to his idols. Mark and avoid
them.
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REWARDS AT THE LORD'S COMING
2 Thessalonians 1:6-12

Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida
INTRODUCTION
I deem it an honor to be asked to speak on this lectureship. I have been
able to attend all previous lectures and have learned a great deal. The books
have been very valuable in my study and I am sure in yours as well. Let me here
say thanks to the Pearl Street elders, deacons, preacher, and members for this
great work.
The section I have been assigned is a very important section of the book.
There is a close association with verses 4-5 where God's righteousness is
stressed. This idea is continued in this section. Because our God is righteous,
He allows His children to suffer persecutions to fit them for heavens home.
Then, Paul deals with those who cause that suffering. What will happen to
them? According to God's righteousness they will be punished.
This section of the book naturally falls into three main thoughts. First, the
punishment of those who persecute the righteous. Second, the rest for those
who endure persecution for righteousness sake. Third, is a prayer for their
continued steadfastness and growth. Thus, this chapter will become an
encouragement to those Thessalonian brethren and to us in remaining faithful to
our Lord and fit for that rest in heaven.
EXEGESIS
Verse 6
"Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them
that trouble you;" In the previous verse and in this verse Paul stresses that our
God is righteous. "The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his
works" (Ps. 145:17). "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous" (1 John 3:7). The basic idea
of righteous is doing right. This is expressed by Abraham in Gen. 19:25 when He
asked the question, "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?" It is God's
nature to always do right. In relationship to Christians it is right for God to
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allow them to suffer persecution and affliction. Beginning with this verse we see
the righteousness of God in relation to those who cause that affliction. Paul says
that it is, "a righteous thing with God", literally by the side of God and thus, from
God's standpoint to repay affliction with affliction is doing right.
First, we notice that God is the one to repay (recompence). It seems that it
is man's nature to try to get even. If someone does something bad to us we will
do something worse to him. God tells us not to try to get even, instead do good
to the person who persecutes you (Matt. 5:44-48; 1 Pet. 3:9). Then we know that
God will render to that man what he deserves. "Dearly beloved, avenge not
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Rom. 12:19). It is interesting to note that the
word "recompense" is in the aorist tense which denotes a complete final act. I
believe this adds to the evidence that the doctrine of purgatory is erroneous.
Second, we see the principle of sowing and reaping. This axiom is found in
Gal. 6:7-8, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting." These people have sown affliction, thus, they will receive affliction.
Retribution is inevitable and demanded by the righteousness of God. Paul so
affirms, "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God"
(Rom. 2:5).
Verse 7
"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels," Now Paul discusses those who
have been afflicted. They will receive rest. This is from the Greek term "anesis"
and is a freedom from tensions, relief or rest. It literally denotes relaxation and
ease and is a noun in the accusative case, not a verb.
Paul also explains when the righteous judgment of God will take place
(both on those who will be afflicted and those who will receive rest). There is no
indication of a period of time between the recompence of tribulation and the
rest. Both will be given when Christ is revealed from heaven. This is also
confirmed by Christ, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation" (John 5:28-29). This completely destroys the
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rapture theory of premillennialism.
"This cancels out the idea that the saints will have been taken out of
the earth to be with the Lord several years before Christ appears in
glory to all mankind. For BOTH the saints and the sinners will
receive their due recompense at the revelation of the Lord. The
saints are not receive their rest several years before the sinners get
their tribulation, but both will receive what they have coming at the
revelation of the Lord"
It also devastates the theories of some secret coming of Christ.
We also note the word revelation is from the Greek word "apokalupsis" not
the word "parousia" which would be translated coming or presence. This word
is used because when Christ comes it will be a visible manifestation of Christ.
Acts 1:11 declares that Christ would come as He went. The apostles had just seen
Him go into heaven. Notice what John says, "Behold, he cometh with clouds;
and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen" (Rev. 1:7).
It is a word used often in eschatological contexts such as those which
speak of the revelation of the following: the glory of Christ (1 Pet.
4:13; 5:1); Christ himself (Luke 17:30; 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:7,13); the
righteous judgment of God (Rom. 2:5; cf. 1 Cor. 3:13); the glory to be
revealed to Christians (Rom. 8:18f; cf. Col. 3:4; 1 Pet. 4:13); the
appearance of the lawless one and his subsequent defeat (2 Thess.
2:3,6,8). The word denotes a disclosing or a revealing.
We also see that when Christ is revealed from heaven, He will come with
His mighty angels. The ASV translates this "the angels of his power. The KJV
makes the power belonging to the angels while the ASV makes it belonging to
Christ. Both ideas are correct for Christ is all powerful (Matt. 28:18) and His
angles are likewise powerful (Ps. 103:20). The word translated mighty is the
Greek word "dunamis" from which we get words like dynamite, dynamo or
dynamic. They will be sent forth to execute the commands of Christ, calling the
dead from their graves and separating the righteous from the wicked. "So shall
it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just" (Matt. 13:49).
Verse 8
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"In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:" In a further description of Christ
coming Paul adds "in flaming fire." The literal phrase is "fire of flame" like a ball
of fire that lashes out flames. We might liken it to the sun. "The addition of the
phrase `in flaming fire' indicates the Lord's holiness manifested in judgment (cf.
Ex. 3:2; 19:16-20; Is. 29:6; 66:15,16; Ps. 50:3; 97:3)."
One of the purposes of Christ coming is to take vengeance. He is the agent
who exacts the proper penalty, recompensing tribulation. Vengeance is from the
Greek word "ekdikesis" the literal meaning of which is out of justice or
righteousness, indicating this is not out of vindictiveness or from a feeling of
indignation, but a righteous (just) punishment for their evil deeds. This word
comes from the root word translated righteous in verses 5 and 6. "And I heard
another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are
thy judgments" (Rev. 16:7).
The Holy Spirit list two classes upon whom the Lord will take vengeance.
Some have thought that only one class of people are listed, but the repetition of
the Greek article indicates there are two groups.
The first group are those who do not know God. It is the responsibility of
every person to know God. "That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us" (Acts
17:27). Paul indicates that it is man's duty to seek God and through that come to
know God. So that man might come to know God, He has left man a witness in
nature. "The heavens declare the glory of God; the firmament sheweth his
handywork" (Ps. 19:1). "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse" (Rom. 1:20). Thus,
man is to blame if he does not know God.
There is the clear indication of scripture that if we know God we will keep
His commandments. "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments" (1 John 2:3). Paul described the Gentiles, who did not know
God, in Rom. 1:18-32. From this we learn that when we do not know God we
give ourselves over to all ungodliness, wickedness and moral depravity. When
we come to know God by the keeping of His commandments we will escape the
vengeance of God and have eternal life. "And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John
17:3).
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The second class of people mentioned are those who do not obey the
gospel. The scriptures teach that if man is to be saved he must obey. "Though
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And
being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him" (Heb. 5:8-9). Peter corroborates this, "For the time is come that
judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall
the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?" (1 Pet. 4:17). Paul shows
the need to obey the gospel, "But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?" (Rom. 10:16). Since they had not
obeyed the gospel they would not be saved.
What we need to find out is what is the gospel? Allow Paul to answer this
question,
"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:1-4).
The gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord. This is what we
must obey. But, how do we obey the gospel? "But God be thanked, that ye were
the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants
of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-18). Form is from the Greek word "tupos"
meaning type, or "the representation or pattern of anything" The pattern or
form of the death, burial and resurrection is found in baptism.
"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life" (Rom. 6:3-4).
When a person, upon his faith in Christ and repentance from his sin, is baptized
for the remission of his sins he has obeyed the gospel and will escape the
vengeance of God.
We should also note that there will be no second chance as some believe.
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When we die, our fate is sealed, we will either receive the rest or the vengeance
of God. It is essential that we prepare now for eternity. "And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Heb. 9:27).
Verse 9
"Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;" Those people who do not know God
and those people who do not obey the gospel will be punished. The ASV says,
"who shall suffer punishment." Shall suffer is from the future active of the old
verb "tino." It means to pay a penalty. The penalty is being punished which
comes from the same root word as righteous and vengeance of verses 5, 6 and 8.
It is the Greek word "dike" meaning, "primarily custom, usage, came to denote
what is right; then a judicial hearing; hence, the execution of sentence,
punishment." "It indicated the proceedings of justice and considers punishment
from the viewpoint of the unbiased judge." The vengeance of the preceding verse
is going to be in the form of punishment.
Paul next says they will be punished with eternal destruction. Destruction
has to deal with ruin or devastation. Paul is the only writer that uses the term
"olethros." From the three other uses (1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Thess. 5:3; 1 Tim. 6:9) we see
that this word does not mean annihilation or going out of existence as some have
tried to force upon it. Paul says this destruction is everlasting. This comes from
the term "aionios" and means eternal.
"There is no time beyond the last day, either short or long, but only
timelessness, eternity, `the eon to come'; this is what the adjective
means, which is true of the `zoe' or `life' of the blessed as it is true of
the `destruction' of the damned."
This punishment of destruction is never ending or it is unlimited. There is no
way a person can force a period of time that would eventually end into this word.
This eternal destruction is away from the presence of the Lord. The word
presence is from the Greek word "prosopon" and means face. These people will
depart from God: "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels"
(Matt. 25:41). Being away from God they will not have access to the good and
the approbation that comes from God.
This eternal destruction is also away from the glory of God's power. This is
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the glory that finds its origin in God's power. "The wicked will be banished from
the manifestation of his power in the glorification of his saints." It is interesting
to note that the word power is "ischus" (strength) and not "dunamis" as in verse
7.
Verse 10
"When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all
them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day."
Observe the fact of Jesus coming and the uncertain time of His coming by the
statement "when he shall come." "The Greek has `whenever' with the aorist
subjunctive, a construction indicating the certainty of the event and yet the
uncertainty of the time of it." Christ is going to come again (2 Pet. 3:3-13) but we
do not know when. How foolish for men to try to set a date for that coming
when only the Father knows the time (Matt. 24:36,42,44).
Paul also tells us the purpose of His coming, "to be glorified and to be
admired." When Christ comes again we will see His glory and we will in turn
glorify, esteem or ascribe honor to Him. The events of that time and the glory of
Christ will cause us to admire, marvel at or to stand in awe of Christ. It is
amazing to me that some think that this event has already occurred (i.e. Max
King doctrine).
Those who glorify and admire Christ are described in two ways, saints and
believers. Saints are those who have been freed from their sin and set apart or
dedicated to the service of God. Believers are those who upon a knowledge that
God exist, have placed their trust in Him to do what He has commanded. Those
who have never been freed from sin by the blood of Christ and are not doing
what God commands will not be among this group. Also God will not tolerate
the half-hearted service (see Rev. 3:15-16) that many professed Christians offer
today (1 Pet. 2:5).
The testimony, witness, that Paul had given had been believed by the
Thessalonians. Paul also gives us an underlying theme in this that they had
better not disregard that testimony. Sad to say some had not been faithful to it,
by acting contrary to the tradition they had received (2 Thess. 3:6). We would
hasten to add that only those who had seen the risen Lord could testify and
witness. It is not something that we can do today. What we must do is proclaim
the testimony that we have received from faithful witnesses as recorded in the
Bible (cf. 2 Tim 4:2). Those who choose to ignore that testimony, let them think
of "that day."
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Verse 11
"Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you
worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the
work of faith with power:" We see again the need for prayer in our lives from the
example of Paul. He was praying always for them (1 Thess. 1:2; 2 Thess. 1:3).
Paul had instructed them and us to "Pray without ceasing" (1 Thess. 5:17). We
also see the need for intercessory prayer. Paul was praying "for you." While the
Spirit intercedes for us (Rom. 8:26) and Christ intercedes for us (Rom. 8:34),
still we are to make intercession one for another (Jas. 5:16; 1 Tim. 2:1).
"He prays that God would count or consider the Thessalonians worthy,
which would require that they live as they should, since God will not favor any
unworthy persons." The calling of God comes by the gospel of Jesus Christ (2
Thess. 2:14) which we must obey. Then we are to walk or live in such a way that
God will see that we are faithful to the gospel (see Eph. 4:1), and so be worthy of
the kingdom (1 Thess. 1:5). It is God whom we are trying to please and not man
(Gal. 1:10), and God is the judge. Within the context of this passage we have
been called to persecutions and tribulations (vs.4; cf. 2 Tim. 3:12) and called to
fulfil God's good pleasure.
We are to fulfil God's pleasure in our lives. We must not live to self and
selfish desire but deny self. "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me"
(Matt. 16:24). We must find out what God's desires are and make them our
aspirations. These desires and principles are found in the gospel or the faith.
The faith is the power that directs man to salvation (Rom. 1:16) and will make
them worthy before God. We, thus, must, "work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12). We cannot allow ourselves to start out in that
gospel way and then fall, but must continue to the end.
It is interesting to see what Paul ties in with faith within this letter. In 1:3
we have faith and love (charity); in 1:4 we have faith and patience; in this verse
we have faith and works and we have faith and power; then in 2:13 we have faith
(belief) and truth. We can learn a lot by seeing the associations made with a
word.
Verse 12
"That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ." The name of
The Keys Of The Kingdom 26

Christ has reference to that which the name represents. It is the nature and
character of Jesus as being Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). "The Old Testament
(LXX) uses onoma embodying the revealed character of Jehovah. So here the
Name of our Lord Jesus means the Messiahship and Lordship of Jesus."
Christ is the one who is to receive glory and honor. Far too often in the
church today we have Christians doing things to receive honor and glory for
themselves and not for Christ. If they are not put in the public eye to receive the
acclaim then they want no part of it. For shame!! We are to serve Christ not for
the glory it will bring us but for the glory that it will bring Him.
The way we bring glory to Jesus is by being in Him and letting Him be in
us.
"To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus" (Col. 1:27-28).
In Jesus prayer He prays, "And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am
glorified in them" (John 17:10). This is certainly what is behind the teaching of
Christ being the vine and we are branches in John 15:1-11; and that we will
glorify the Father as we bear fruit (vs. 8). As a result of our glorifying Christ we
will be glorified by Him. The glory we give Christ will be reciprocated to us.
While in this life we may receive persecution and affliction we will be glorified by
Christ when he comes again, but only if we have glorified Him in our life.
This chapter ends where it began (vs. 2) with the grace of God in our lives.
In verse 2 the Father and Jesus are on equality as being the source of grace.
Here it is just Christ. "Here strict syntax requires, since there is only one article
with theou and kuriou that one person be meant, Jesus Christ, as is certainly
true in Titus 2:13; 2 Pet. 1:1." "We thus have only a linguistic interest, and this is
strongly in favor of one person, for one article (tou) unites both nouns." From
this we have proof that Jesus is God (see also John 1:1; Heb. 1:8; etc.). It is by
God's grace that we will be glorified.
EXPOSITION
The Lord's Return
Our Lord is going to return again. Of this we can be sure. When He comes
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it will be a marvelous occurrence. Christ will be revealed from heaven and
visibly manifested in the air (Acts 1:11) so that every eye will see Him (Rev. 1:7).
The scriptures do not teach that Jesus will set foot on this earth again, as some
teach. When He comes again He will come in the clouds (Matt. 26:64). In verse
eight of our text we see that Jesus will come as a ball of fire with shooting flames.
When Christ comes He will bring with Him those saints that have departed this
life (1 Thess. 3:13; 4:14). Also there will be an innumerable company of mighty
angels with Him (Matt. 13:49; 2 Thess. 1:7).
When He descends from heaven there will be a shout, there will be the
voice of the archangel, the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised and
given an incorruptible body (1 Thess. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52). Those Christians who
are alive when He comes will then be changed and given that immortal body as
well.
Then this universe will be destroyed. The heavens will pass away with a
great noise, all the elements will be dissolved, and the earth will be burned up (2
Pet. 3:10,12). We point out to the premillennialist that there will be no earth to
live on a thousands years. All people that have ever lived on this earth will stand
before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10). Those who have not been
obedient to the gospel of Christ will be placed on the left to go away into
everlasting destruction, and those observing all the law of Christ will be placed
on the right and go into life eternal. At this time Jesus will deliver up the
kingdom to the Father and will live with us for all eternity (1 Cor. 15:24-26). It is
no wonder that Paul says that when Christ comes He will be admired by all those
that believe (1 Thess. 1:10).
God's Righteousness
Our God will always do right because His nature is that of righteousness.
Therefore, when Christians are persecuted for righteousness sake (Matt. 5:1012), He is doing right by them because it will work to their good (Rom. 5:3-5)
and prepare them for heaven (Jas. 1:12). In achieving heavens home we gain a
rest from those tribulations that we endured for Christ on this earth. Let us
notice four things in relation to this rest.
First, is the present need to live as a Christian, and in doing so we will
suffer that persecution (see 2 Tim. 3:12). The rest will only come to those who
are being afflicted. Second, that this rest is a heavenly eternal rest (see Heb. 4:9;
Rev. 14:13). Third, that it is a rest from persecutions and afflictions. This word
is only used by Paul in the New Testament and always in contrast to afflictions
(2 Cor. 2:13; 7:5; 8:13). Those who are being afflicted will receive a gracious rest.
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"There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest" (Job
3:17). Fourth, it is a rest with other Christians. Those individuals that have gone
through the same things, had the same goals, the same mind, the same
emotions, etc. will receive the same comfort and rest.
How we need to work diligently to enter that rest. "Strive to enter in at the
strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able"
(Lk. 13:24). The sad fact is the majority will not enter into that rest but will be
tormented. Hell
Sad to say there are many today who are denying the doctrine of hell.
Some are saying that hell is nothing more than annihilation. Others, while
accepting the "fact" of hell, do not know of anyone who will go there, thus,
accepting the doctrine of universalism. These people have made the punishment
of sin a minor thing. "In making the punishment for sin a light matter, we make
sin against God a trivial matter and derogate his honor, majesty, holiness, and
power." The Bible presents a very real and terrible picture of hell. Let us take a
little journey through the New Testament to see what it has to say on this
subject.
First, let see what the gospel accounts have to say. Matt. 3:11-12 describes
Christ as burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Matt. 13:40-42 describes
those having sinned being cast into a furnace of fire where there will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth. In the judgement scene in Matt. 25:30-46 those on the
left hand will depart into darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth (vs. 30), into everlasting fire (vs. 41), and everlasting punishment (vs. 46).
In Mark 9:43-48 we are told it is better to enter into life maimed than being
whole to be cast into hell fire, because the fire will not be quenched. In the story
of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) the rich man lift up his eyes in
hades and sees Lazarus. The place where the rich man was is described as
torment and a flame.
Paul discusses this in several passages. Paul says that the payment of sin is
death (Rom. 6:23), to which James agrees (Jas. 1:15). This is true because death
is a separation (Jas. 2:26) and those who sin will be separated from God. Paul
also says when we sow to the flesh we will reap corruption (Gal. 6:8). In our text
(2 Thess. 1:9) he shows that there is a punishment for the wicked which will be
everlasting destruction. He also teaches there is a punishment awaiting those
people who have not been obedient to Jesus Christ (Heb. 10:29).
Peter describes those angels that have sinned as being in chains of
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darkness (2 Pet. 2:4). While Jude says that those people who practice shameful
acts are like shooting stars that go out into the blackness of darkness forever
(Jude 13).
John in the book of Revelation describes the torment that sinners will
receive by the figure of a lake of fire and brimstone which is the second death
(Rev. 14:11; 20:10; 21:8).
Part of the reason that hell is described as darkness and death is because
those in hell will be separated from God (2 Thess. 1:9) who is light (1 John 1:5).
Since all good comes from God (Jas. 1:17) they will be separated from all that we
know to be good. Since God is love (1 John 4:8) there will be no love in hell.
Hell will just be torment and evil. What a pathetic picture of those who do not
know God and those who do not obey the gospel. But possibly the saddest
picture is the term eternal, for ever and ever, everlasting. There will be no end to
the torment they are receiving. How we as Christians need to snatch men out of
the fire (Jude 23), "for our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29).
CONCLUSION
This is truly a rich passage. So much teaching packed into so little space.
Surely, it is a mark of that this is from God and not man. Thus, we must read,
study, learn, and obey the precepts found therein so that we can be pleasing to
our God and escape the torment of hell. May God help us in so doing.
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