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Moral Issues
Jim Miller
Gray, Maine
Neither word has found place in our English translation of the Gospel; but both
words have some close relatives there, and are normally understood. Webster
de-fines the word "moral" (adj.) as "conforming to a standard of what is right
and good." The word "is-sues," while found in the Scripture, it is not there in the
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sense we normally use it. One comment which Webster makes on this word is
"point of controversy." Perhaps this is enough to set the stage for what we wish
to say.
Let us first identify these moral issues. Galatians 5:19-20 is the first list that
comes to mind: Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, "and such like." Paul's "such like"
seems to include all others mentioned in the Scriptures (Rom. 1; Col. 3; 1 Cor. 5,
6, etc.). Some of these moral issues are not so easily identified: hatred,
covetousness, envy, malice, etc. Others, of course, are more easily recognized:
Drinking, gambling, unscriptural marriages, murder, etc.
There is a fixed standard of "what is right and good" by which these things are to
be governed. That standard is, of course, the "perfect law of liberty" (James 1:25;
Phil. 1:27). Jesus demanded a higher standard in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. 5:20). It appears that every time society lowers the standard, many in the
church wish to do the same thing; and this is where/when moral issues become a
battle-ground. God does not change (Mal. 3:6); Jesus does not change (Heb.
13:8); and, his law by which we are to live does not change. It cannot do so if it is
the "perfect law of liberty." I fail to see the difficulty in understanding these
simple facts, or the application to moral issues.
The moral issues over which controversy is raging today are: divorce and
remarriage problems, drinking of intoxicants, gambling, dancing, and
homosexuality; at least this is so in my part of the country. The problems here
are not to be assigned to a lack of plainness of the Scripture; rather, it seems to
be a desire to lower that perfect standard. Compromising that standard cannot
accomplish any-thing good. Jesus has plainly stated the only cause for divorce,
and the ones who have a right to remarry (Matt. 5:32; 19:9). Any deviation from
this is a lowering of the standard. The same can be said of other moral issues. In
the final analysis the question would appear to be
What is our attitude toward the standard given by the Lord? Having said these
things, we are ready for the second part of our article.
Discipline
Webster defines this word as, "Treatment suited to a disciple or learner;
educational training, drill; subjection to rule; severe training, instruction,
chastisement, correction."
From this definition, we can easily see that discipline is both preventive and
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corrective.
All church-related discipline has a two-fold purpose: (1) . To save souls (James
5:20; Gal.6:1), (2) To protect the purity of the church (Eph. 5:25-27; 1 Cor. 5:6).
If, for some reason, we cannot save the soul, we can protect the purity of the
church, and this must be done.
Preventive discipline has to do with instructions or teaching (Acts 20:28-30; Tit.
2:11-12; Phil. 1:27; Col. 1:28; 2 John 9-11). Proper teaching will deal with these
moral is-sues, hopefully preventing people from participating therein. This
stresses the importance of the local teaching program; such programs should be
designed to include strong teaching on the moral issues.
Corrective discipline has to do with seeing to it that all members of a local
church follow the gospel or suffer the consequences. This is punishing in nature;
but, it is frequently necessary. Corrective discipline begins with the effort(s) to
restore the guilty to a proper relationship to the Lord (Gal. 6:1; Tit. 3:10-11); we
do this in meekness and love. The fact that such people are separated from God,
in a lost condition, destined to eternal torment, clearly shows the urgency of
such efforts.
The immoral man of 1 Corinthians 5 was to be disciplined, the disorderly of 2
Thessalonians 3 were to be disciplined, the false teacher of Romans 16:17 was to
be disciplined, and the heretic of Titus 3 was to be disciplined. Any person
persisting in or continuing in sin must be disciplined.
Discipline, whether preventive or corrective is for our own good (Heb. 12:4-11).
When practiced, corrective discipline is never pleasant or joyous; it fact it is
grievous. But, it "yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby." Such discipline has its place even in private offenses
(Matt. 5:22-24; 18:15-17), and it must be practised without respect of persons
(James 2:9). This brings us to the third part of our study.
Fellowship
We come into fellowship with the Father and the Son through the agency of their
word (1 John 1:3); and, that fellowship is maintained exactly the same way (1
Cor. 4:6; 2 John 9-11).
In the context of our study, the word "fellowship" has to do with relationship.
Exactly what is our relationship to the one who has been disciplined? How do we
treat them? What association are we allowed with them? The answer to these
and other questions may be had through a study of some passages involved.
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Romans 16:17, says that we are to "mark" the false teach-ers and to "avoid
them." To avoid is to "turn away from" and "to turn aside" (Vine). How can we
avoid anyone by planning to be with them? This provides some response to our
questions.
In reference to the immoral man of 1 Corinthians 5, we are told six things to do:
Put away, judge them, with such a one don't eat, not to company with, purge out,
and deliver such a one unto Satan. The word "company" (sunanamignumi) is
defined by Vine as, "to mix, mingle, to have or keep company with." Does not
this reflect upon the answers to our questions?
More proding for our answers may be found in 2 Thessalonians 3:6,14-15. We
are to "Withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly. . .";
and, we are to "have no company with him." Yet, Paul here says, "Count him not
as an enemy; but admonish him as a brother." To admonish anyone is to both
instruct and to warn. This would appear to specify the limited contact which we
may have with the one who has been disciplined.
"And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them" (Eph. 5:11). This is an obvious command, in fact two commands:
(1) Have no fellowship with, and (2) Reprove them. Beck's translation says,
"Don't have anything to do with." To "reprove them" may make it a necessity to
be with them; but, this contact would need to be for the purpose of reproving
them. Thus, again, limits are drawn for us. When we make an effort to fellowship those who have no fellowship with God, we become "partaker of his evil
deeds" (2 John 11)
We need to "continue stedfastly" in the apostles' fellow-ship (Acts 2:42); yet, we
must not forget that, "If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie and do not the truth" (1 John 1:6). On the other hand, "if we
walk in the light, . . . we have fellowship one with an-other." This most certainly
is true where moral issues are concerned! May each of our lives be such, morally,
that the standard will be held above the filth and scum of the world. To that
extent, we may be able to say with Paul, "Christ liveth in me" (Gal.2:20).
Till next we meet
God bless
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This is a new website created to expose the Compromised/liberal teaching
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home page and you will find a link to the site at the end.

The Shipwreck of Colleges and Schools of Preaching
For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3).
Click Here to visit our site.

Contending For The Faith Radio
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REVISITINNG “THE MAN OR THE PLAN”
DISCUSSION
Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
Introduction
In the early 1960s I was a young preacher, not long out of Abilene Christian
College (ACC, now ACU). I well remember the lively discussion among brethren
of “the Man or the plan” controversy. It arose from the accusation some brethren
made that preachers had been too “negative” and “dogmatic” and had
emphasized the plan of salvation too much and the Lord and His redemptive
work too little.
Reuel Lemmons, editor of Firm Foundation, opined that those who thus argued
(whom at the time he styled the “liberal left”), were seeking to foist a dangerous
theological shift on churches of Christ. He predicted that, with the easing of the
anti-ism controversy in the 1950s, the next battle would be with liberalism,
signaled by those who were contending for less emphasis on the plan and more
on Jesus and grace. (Ironically, Lemmons over the next twenty years moved so
far leftward that he had joined those “liberal left” voices. His liberalism was
given new life when Alton Howard inaugurated Image magazine to give him a
new editorial platform after his removal from the Firm Foundation editorial
chair in 1983.)
The K.C. Moser Factor
However, the push for the “Man over the plan” (essentially advocating “grace
only” salvation) did not begin in the 1960s. Likewise, the veritable explosion of
“grace only” advocacy among liberal preachers, authors, and professors among
us in the 1980s and 1990s also has longer roots than the 1960s discussion.
Recently an article by John Mark Hicks (staffer at “Family of God at Woodmont
Hills,” Nashville, TN) was called to my attention (thanks to Dennis and Beth
Johnson, veteran missionaries in India). The article (Restoration Quarterly, vol.
37, no. 3) is titled “K.C. Moser and Churches of Christ: an Historical
Perspective.”
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Hicks is solidly among the “grace only” advocates, and his article confirms what
I and others have been stating for several years—K.C. Moser (1893–1976) is the
principal fountain in the church of the “demote the plan of the Man” contention
of the 1960s and of the ever louder “grace only” advocacy of the past twenty
years. The article provides additional interesting documentation of a few
influential brethren who endorsed and encouraged Moser and his views, whose
names may surprise some.
Hicks points out that Moser began early in his writing career (mainly for Firm
Foundation—1920–32) to attack his perception of “legalistic” preaching relating
to grace and the plan of salvation. In forty articles from his pen in this period,
almost half of them treated the themes of grace, atonement, faith, and works and
their relationships to each other. He connected the “Man or plan” phrase to his
ideas on grace in a Firm Foundation article in the early 1930s, which drew an
immediate rebuttal from R.L. Whiteside in Gospel Advocate.
By 1932 he had all but ceased writing for Firm Foundation (likely due to editor
G.H.P. Showalter’s disagreement and weariness with his hobby) and began
writing for Gospel Advocate. That same year The Gospel Advocate Company
published his first book, The Way of Salvation, which incorporated material
from his articles. C. Leonard Allen, an ACU-related liberal, summarized the
intent of Moser’s book as a correction of a “displacement of the cross and God’s
grace” (The Cruciform Church, p. 123).
Wallace, Showalter, and Whiteside
It is a strange irony that The Gospel Advocate Company published Moser’s book.
Foy E. Wallace, Jr., who had nothing but antipathy for Moser’s “grace only”
doctrine, was editor of the Advocate when the book was published, but he had
no control over book publication. Upon its publication, Wallace referred to
Moser’s book editorially with criticism. The book apparently generated little
notice at first, except for Wallace’s negative review. In another irony, in 1933,
Moser was appointed (likely by Leon B. McQuiddy, the Advocate’s owner—
surely not by Wallace) to head the “Text and Context” department of the
Advocate, where he did not last long.
Forty-five years later, in his last book (Present Truth), Wallace was still much
concerned about Moser’s book, doctrine, and name in connection with his
(Wallace’s) years as editor of the paper. He related (p. 1036) that Moser’s
attempts to “inject his peculiar ideas on ‘repentance before faith’ and the
‘conditions’ of salvation…so contrary to the gospel” provoked opposition from
the other staff writers (particularly H. Leo Boles, F.B. Srygley, R.L. Whiteside,
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and C.R. Nichol). Moser was soon dismissed from his department.
That same year (1933) R.L. Whiteside began a series of articles in the Advocate
on Romans, responding to and answering material in Moser’s Way of Salvation.
These articles later formed the basis of Whiteside’s New Commentary on Paul’s
Letter to the Saints at Rome (which I believe to be among the best ever written
on Romans). The following quotes from it illustrate how dangerous and without
Scriptural basis the erudite Whiteside considered Moser’s doctrine:
To me it seems inexcusable that a person should so misunderstand Paul as to
draw the following conclusion: “Indeed, it seems to be difficult even at the
present time for many to grasp the idea of righteousness that does not depend
on human effort.” Surely the author did not properly consider the import of his
words. If a Universalist or an Ultra-Calvinist had penned such words, we would
not be surprised (p. 93)
If people would quit arraying the commands of God against the grace of
God, they would have a clearer vision of the scheme of redemption. God’s grace
is in every command he gives (p. 97).
The following year, Firm Foundation editor, G.H.P. Showalter, expressed his
view of Moser as a traitor to the cause who had embraced Baptist doctrine.
Wallace also noted in his 1977 comments on Moser that the Baptist debater, Ben
M. Bogard, whom so many brethren debated, endorsed Moser’s book and
taunted brethren with it when debating them. Well did Bogard count Moser’s
book for his cause. Compare some of Moser’s (and contemporary liberals’)
statements with Bogard’s assertion in his 1938 debate with N.B. Hardeman:
I am going to maintain that there is no act at all that any man in the Old
Testament time or the New ever had to perform in order to be saved. Salvation is
received by faith, and faith is the only thing you can do without doing anything.
(Is it not strange that Baptist Bogard could recognize Baptist doctrine in Moser’s
book, but some influential brethren could not and still cannot?) Wallace also
related that, when Moser came out with his book, both Showalter and Whiteside
exposed his “saved by the man, not by the plan” and “salvation by faith” hobby
as being contrary to the gospel plan of salvation, and being no more nor less
than denominational doctrine.
Brewer, Thomas, and Mattox
Hicks documents the fact that G.C. Brewer, prominent preacher and also an
Advocate staff writer under Wallace, praised the Moser book. He advised
The Keys Of The Kingdom 11

readers to read it more than once and called it “one of the best little books that
came from any press in 1932.” While Wallace rightly judged Moser’s doctrine as
borrowed from the denominations, Brewer viewed it as an antidote for a
perceived “legalism” among brethren. In 1937, Moser published a booklet which
he titled, Are We Preaching the Gospel? in which he accused brethren of
preaching an “abstract plan” of human works rather than grace received through
faith. Brewer promoted this booklet.
Moser published yet another booklet in 1952, titled Christ Versus a “Plan.”
There was Brewer again, praising this tract and its theme. That same year
Brewer made his own mark on the grace/works theme in a speech at ACC
Lectures titled “Grace and Salvation.” The late J.D. Thomas purposely assigned
him this topic because he agreed with Brewer and Moser. Brewer apparently
accomplished the goal of Thomas, for he counted Brewer’s lecture a “pivotal
turning point” in doctrine for the church. If nothing else, the sermon lent some
credibility to Moser’s unrelenting theme.
Moser’s final book was The Gist of Romans, a brief commentary, published in
1957. It was somewhat of a distillation of his assaults on alleged “legalism”
among brethren over the previous thirty years. Brewer died of cancer in 1956,
and thus never saw Moser’s last book. Some unknown benefactor made a copy of
this book available to me (as I presume he did to all Bible majors at ACC) in
1957. Obviously, someone wanted to influence young would-be preachers with
Moser’s doctrine (Thomas, then head of the Bible Department, may well have
been the benefactor).
In 1964 F.W. Mattox, president of Lubbock Christian College (LCC, now LCU)
and long-time friend of Moser’s, called him out of retirement to join the school’s
Bible faculty. He taught there for eight years, giving him countless opportunities
to influence young people and giving him undue credibility and a platform.
Hicks reports an interview with the late Jim Massey, a fellow teacher with Moser
at LCC, in which Massey stated that Moser, because of his doctrine, was called
“the Baptist preacher” on the Bible faculty—which many of us find to be very
near accurate, but far short of amusing. Moser’s coming to LCC must have
caused rejoicing in Massey, since he had long been a proponent of “grace only”
and a drum-beater against alleged “legalism,” similar to Moser’s emphases. I
would not be at all surprised to learn that the younger Massey had been
influenced by Moser long before they became fellow-teachers.
The Dormant Seeds Sprout
Seeds can lie dormant for years or even centuries, awaiting just the right
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conditions to germinate and spring to life. This power is in the Gospel seed
(Luke 8:11), and, unfortunately, in the seed of error as well. In his book, Distant
Voices: Discovering a Forgotten Past for a Changing Church (p. 169), C.
Leonard Allen avers: “The efforts of Moser stand directly behind some of the
theological shifts occurring among contemporary Churches of Christ.” Allen, a
vocal change agent, should know—as I believe he does. This being so, to read
Moser is to read source material for some of the wild and heretical statements
among us concerning grace over the past forty plus years. Compare the following
statements with some of Moser’s (and Bogard’s!) quotes and emphases
referenced above:
Nobody has any right to preach anything other than the Gospel of pure grace.
We are saved by grace plus nothing. You are saved by faith period. There is
nothing you can do to be saved (1982, the late Glen Owen, at the time an elder,
Highland Church of Christ, Abilene, TX).
If one is to be saved, it must be totally by grace…. I was brought up on the
“Christian duty” concept. All facets of discipleship became one’s duty. And when
a person forsook the Lord, he was “out of duty.” Such a concept is foreign to the
New Testament (1984, the late Cecil Hook, author, Free in Christ).
Why are we afraid of grace? Why must grace always be explained?… Are we
focusing upon God’s grace or man’s performance?… Too many believe, “Do your
best and God will do the rest.” This is blasphemy, but it dies hard…. Any retreat
to law is a denial of grace…. Grace and law are mutually exclusive (1984, Charles
Hodge, author, Amazing Grace).
I believe deeply that the New Testament teaches that salvation is a free gift of
God period. You are saved by grace alone (1989, Randy Mayeux, at the time with
Preston Road Church of Christ, Dallas, TX, but later left and started his own
denomination).
It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach that salvation arises from human
activity. We do not contribute one whit to our salvation (1990, Rubel Shelly,
Family of God at Woodmont Hills, Nashville, TN).
At the heart of my own belief is the conviction that we are saved by grace. What
do I mean by this statement?… There is no human part of salvation! (1991,
Randy Mayeux).
I spent too many years of my Christian life not knowing what grace was. The
only thing I knew for sure was that “we” didn’t believe in it (1991, Jim Hackney,
Midtown [now Heritage] Church of Christ, Fort Worth, TX).
Our salvation arises entirely and only from grace…. It is entirely of grace through
faith…. My salvation is on grace alone. Not by anything I’ve added to it. He
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didn’t do 98% of it and I have to add 2%… (1991, Rubel Shelly).
To say that we are saved by Christ’s work plus our work is to suggest that the
work of Christ at the cross was inadequate. To say that God does 99% and we do
1% undermines what Christ did at the cross (1991, Denny Boultinghouse, then editor,

Image magazine; he obviously took sorry notes on Shelly’s foregoing pronouncements).
We are saved by grace plus nothing…. God does it all…. We keep trying to place
conditions on our receiving it (1991, Jim Hackney).

[Grace is] the only thing that does save you…. Our works have nothing to do with our

salvation (1991, Randy Fenter, then at MacArthur Park Church of Christ, San Antonio,
TX).
Salvation is not a human achievement but the free gift of God…. Can you see that there
is absolutely nothing you can do to heal our alienation? (1992, Bill Love, author, The

Core Gospel: On Restoring the Crux of the Matter).
Part 2 next month.

Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide vaiety of topics and passages
http://thescripturecache.com

The Keys Of The Kingdom 14

Drama, Paganism, And The Church
Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, Okla.

The “University Church of Christ Youth Ministry” in Denver produces the
musical, Fiddler on The Roof. A “Youth Rally” in Shamrock, Texas features
“SALT, a drama group made up of high school students.” Another “youth rally”
in Borger, Texas advertises “the dynamic drama group ‘Colors of Christ’ from
Oklahoma Christian,” and the Arvada church in Denver presents the musical
drama, A Time to Stand, “written by Jeff Walling and orchestrated by Randy
Gill.” This is a small sample of what brother Wayne Coats styled the “fermented
ignorance” of brethren traveling the broad way that leads to hell. Crying that we
“must do something for our young people,” elders and parents have turned their
responsibilities over to wet-behind-the-ears “youth ministers” whose highest
aim is to stroke egos, provoke emotional outbursts, and sow “food, fun, and
fellowship” across the land.
Few people—in or out of the church—realize that drama had its roots in pagan
religion, debauchery and sexual perversion and retains much of that influence
today. As a former drama student and actor, I know whereof I speak. Modern
drama is the result of a process that began in ancient Greece as a festival
honoring Dionysius, the god of fertility and wine, whom the Romans called
Bacchus.
“Among all the Gr. deities none appealed more vividly to the imagination than
Dionysius. Gr. tragedy is a form of worship, the ritual cult of the god of wine,
who makes the initiate wise and the ungodly mad... There is nothing
monotonous about the Dyonasiac legend... All the passion plays of the world
(even the Oberammergau Schauspiel) are in the ancient spirit... The vine was not
the only manifestation of the god - oil and wheat were also his; he was the god of
ecstasy, the giver of physical joy and excitement, the god of life, the god of
certain laws of Nature, germination and extinction, the external coming into
being and the dying away of all things that are, fructation in its widest aspect
whether in the bursting of the seed-grain that lies intreasured in the earth, or in
the generation of living creatures. Hence the prominence given to the phallus in
the solemn processions in honor of the god” (“Dionysius,” International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia [ISBE], Vol. 2, p. 850).
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The festival was characterized by sexual perversion, drunkenness, the loosing of
moral inhibitions and public display of the same. From this, came the drama,
and Greek theatre was borrowed and somewhat modified by the Romans—an
instance of the militarily conquered becoming the cultural conquerors.
Ironically, the Greeks emphasized the words of drama, while the Romans
preferred the sight or spectacle, but the Latin word for theatre—auditorium—
means, “the hearing place,” while the Greek word for it—theatron—means “the
seeing place.” While drama in both Greece and Rome was characterized by an
absence of moral restraint, the Romans took its amorality to a logical and brutal
end by torturing and killing participants for the spectators’ entertainment in the
Roman Coliseum.
In Elizabethan England, where drama was still characterized by debauchery of
the worst sort, the government declared actors to be vagabonds. It wasn’t until
the 1890s that acting gained a modicum of respectability. That resulted from the
invention of the motion picture and its subsequent rise as a popular art form.
But the business of drama itself remains morally corrupt.
Sodomy is an accepted “lifestyle” among actors and others in theatre and film.
Participants in the Oscar and Tony awards ceremonies wear red ribbons
ostensibly to symbolize their support of AIDS research. The real symbolism of
the red ribbons is their support of and plea for public acceptance of sodomy as
an “alternative lifestyle,” because so many of their own are sodomites through
whom AIDS was introduced to the world. Sodomites constitute a veritable
“Who’s Who” in the entertainment world, among whom were such luminaries as
Rock Hudson, Montgomery Clift, and Charles Laughton. A discipline without
moral restraint, drama attracts egocentrists who willingly sacrifice morality and
societal restraints for their “art.” Nothing much has changed in 4,000 years.
In their festering, “fermented ignorance,” parents, elders, preachers and “youth
ministers” think they’ve discovered something new in drama. Calling it an
“outreach,” they tell us it’s just another way to communicate the gospel. With
theatre so widespread in the Roman Empire, one would think the apostles would
have been aware of drama’s “great value” in communicating the gospel. It was in
a massive theatre in Ephesus where, for a period of two hours, a multitude of
pagans shouted, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” in opposition to Paul’s
preaching. (Acts 19:24-34). Herod the Great built a theatre and amphitheater
near Jerusalem and historians say “no provincial city of any importance” was
without a theatre. (ISBE,, Vol. 2, p. 1171). Roman emperors regularly spilled the
blood of gladiators and political enemies in spectacles at the Coliseum and one
emperor even filled it with water and staged a naval battle for the audience. No
public entertainment was more popular than drama in the first century, but
neither precept, example, nor inference that the apostles used it can be found in
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the New Testament. It came from paganism, it belongs to the pagan world, and
there is no authority whatsoever for its use to draw men to Christ.
The gospel is communicated through preaching, (Rom. 1:15-17; 2 Tim. 2:2; 4:14). The Lord charged his apostles to, “Go...into all the world and preach the
gospel...,” (Mark 16:15), not “Go into all the world, perform and entertain.” The
urgency of preaching, as opposed to entertaining, was well addressed by brother
Lester Kamp, who wrote,
“Brethren, the world is lost in sin and is steeped in the love of pleasure. The
world cannot be saved by entertainment, by ‘playing’ them in. The world must
be taught the gospel (Rom. 1:16). God has chosen the “foolishness of preaching”
as the means by which the world can be saved (1 Cor. 1:21); he has not chosen
‘plays’ and other forms of entertainment to convert the world. Entertainment is
not going to keep the church saved either. What is needed in the church is 'all
the counsel of God' (Acts 20:27)... We need to stop ‘playing’ and return to
‘preaching.’ (“And They Rose Up to Play,” Matters of The Faith, Vol. 4, No. 3,
October-December, 1998, p. 3).
Drama is an added element to worship as surely as the mechanical musical
instrument. Rooted in the licentiousness of pagan religion, it serves the selfinterest of audience and participants, has no saving power, exalts the messenger
instead of the message, takes Christ from the cross and, like the soldiers in the
common hall, treats him as a buffoon instead of the Lamb of God.
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Ways To Apostasy
Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida
Allow me to begin by expressing my appreciation for being invited to speak on
this lectureship. I deem it an honor and a pleasure. I have held this
congregation in high esteem for many years, as I know others have, for the many
good works which you perform in the spread of the truth.
Paul wrote to his son in the faith, "I charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and
his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (ll Tim. 4:1-4). Possibly, there
has never been a time in the history of the church when these words have been
more applicable than they are today for people have turned away from the truth.
So many members of the church today will not endure sound doctrine. All they
wish to hear is the platitudes of man.
The Bible, comparatively speaking, has little telling man how to be saved in
comparison with what we must do to stay saved. The bulk of the Bible is
directed to the saved telling them what they must do to remain saved. One
book, Acts, has been directed toward how to be saved, while the remaining
twenty-two books are written to those who have been saved from their sins. Of
course there is overlapping within these books, but we are speaking about their
emphasis. Much of the teaching in these twenty-two books, as well as the four
gospel accounts and Acts, is to warn against the possibility of apostasy. This
term comes from the Greek word "apostasia" which means a standing apart and,
thus, defection or a desertion from one's faith. Therefore, it is natural that we
study the ways of apostasy as described in these books.
POSSIBILITY OF APOSTASY
We need to begin with this point because there are many in the religious world
who do not believe it is possible to go into apostasy. Also, it would appear that
there are many in the church, while believing in the possibility of apostasy, act as
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though it is impossible. We cannot in this short section deal with many of the
passages concerning this subject. We just want to mention a few.
John 15:1-6 deals with our abiding in Christ. In verse 6, Christ says, "If a man
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." Here is a person, a
branch, who is in Christ, the vine, and is then cast forth into the fire because he
is not bearing fruit.
Paul says, "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified
by the law; ye are fallen from grace" (Gal. 5:4). Here are individuals who had
fallen from the grace and salvation found in Jesus Christ. Paul also makes
mention of the fact that there will be a falling away or apostasy, "Let no man
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition" (ll Thess.
2:3). In writing to Timothy, Paul says there will be a departure from the faith
and identifies some of the false teachings in l Tim. 4:1-6. In writing the book of
Hebrews, Paul's purpose in writing was because some were falling away from the
truth to go back into Judaism. Notice that in chapter 2:1-4, Paul is speaking of
Christians who will be lost. He says they have neglected that great salvation,
and, thus, let that salvation slip or drift away. Later he says, "Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God" (Heb. 3:12).
Peter speaks of individuals who have escaped the pollutions of this world, but
they have again been entangled in those pollutions; they were Christians but
have gone back into the world. They knew the way of righteousness but
apostatized from it (ll Pet. 2:20-22). When this happens, it is worse than if he
had never known the gospel. Just earlier, Peter mentions children who will be
cursed because they have forsaken the right way and have gone astray in ll Pet.
2:14-15.
James teaches that one can err from the truth so that another needs to convert
him from his error in order that his sins might be hid and save his soul from
death, (a spiritual death or separation from God) in James 5:19-20. In the first
three chapters of Revelation, John teaches us that it is possible for people and
whole congregations to apostatize. In this, we must be careful for there might be
in congregations that have apostatized individuals who are remaining faithful to
God (i.e., the church in Sardis). But, the fact of apostasy is abundantly clear. In
noticing and realizing the possibility of apostasy, we do not mean to suggest that
we must go into apostasy, but only that we can. It is possible for Christians to
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remain faithful to God to the salvation of his soul. Since it is possible to
apostatize, we should study the way to apostasy so that we might not fall.
SPIRITUAL IGNORANCE
This is the main cause of apostasy. In the Old Testament, the Israelite nation is
an example of apostasy (cf. l Cor. 10:1-12) During the midst of this apostasy,
notice what is said concerning the reason. "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee,
that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God,
I will also forget thy children" (Hosea 4:6). In this case they could have known,
but they did not have a sufficient desire to know. They had rejected God's word.
The priest, scribes, elders, parents, and others were to see that the scriptures
were read, studied, and learned; but they were not doing what God required of
them. They did not have a hungering and thirsting after righteousness (Matt.
5:6). As a result, God rejected them and they were destroyed.
The conditions in the New Testament time was no better. In Matt. 22, Jesus
debated the Sadducees, an apostate group, who posed an almost impossible
situation. In verse 29, Jesus in His response, says, "Ye do err, not knowing
the scriptures, nor the power of God." The reason they were an apostate
group was because they did not know the scriptures. Had they known the
scriptures, they would not have been apostates.
Our God has always wanted His people to be spiritually wise. Jesus said, "It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me"
(John 6:45). The religion of our Lord is a teaching religion, because He wants
man to be spiritually wise and not ignorant. We see the expression of this in
Matt. 28:18-20."And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."
The Lord is with us or not with us based upon our teaching and baptizing others.
In Eph. 4:11-16, Paul says we have, among others, teachers for the edifying of the
body of Christ, so that everyone can come to the unity of the faith and knowledge
of Christ. If we are ignorant of God's word then we will be tossed to and fro and
deceived by doctrines of all sorts. When we do not know the scriptures, we go
into apostasy. In Heb. 5:12-14, Paul, condemns them for not being taught nor
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receiving the teaching that was available.
Notice what Peter writes in ll Peter 1:2-11. "Grace and peace be multiplied unto
you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make
you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off,
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Peter says that through knowledge we have the grace of God, have the life
offered by God, will not fall (apostatize), will bear fruit. It is through knowledge
that the Christian will live up to the responsibility that God has given. The word
Peter uses for knowledge is "epignosis", made up of "epi" which means upon and
"gnosis" meaning to know, thus upon knowledge. It signifies an ever growing,
developing, maturing, active knowledge that comes through study. The learning
of what God would have us to know brings us these things to our lives. It is an
application of that which God has revealed to us in our lives on a day-by-day
basis.
We have developed a false sense of spirituality in the church today that is based
upon programs, or promotional means. We think we are really doing
something. But, this is not so; the only way to have spirituality is to have the
knowledge Peter discusses.
It is no wonder that Paul will tell Timothy, "Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth" (ll Tim. 2:15). The word "study" was translated from the Greek word
"spoudazo" which means to do something with all possible haste. We are to
study and apply the scriptures so that we might be approved before God. That
scripture has been given to us by God for teaching (the scriptures), for reproof,
for correction of that which is wrong, and for instructing us in the right way. It
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has been given unto us to make us a complete man of God ready at all times to
all good works (ll Tim. 3:16-17). Upon this basis, Paul will tell Timothy, "And the
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (ll Tim. 2:2). You teach
others who will be able to teach others what you have learned from me. The
religion of our Lord appeals to the mind of man saying to know and understand
what God's will is (Eph. 5:17).
What we see in the Lord's church today is spiritual ignorance. In fact, many, if
not most, of the members of the church do not have a true desire to study and
learn God's word. How many are regular in attendance in our Bible studies
(whether on Sunday morning, or Wednesday night)? Why do people not attend?
They do not care about learning God's word. Of those who are regular in
attendance, how many regularly read the scriptures? It used to be common to
ask how many were daily Bible readers, but we quit. Is it because we were
embarrassed as to how few there were? But, the scriptures say we must study,
not just read; how many do such? We used to be known as a Bible reading, Bible
toting, Bible quoting people, but not any more. As a result many have departed
from God's way. The basic reason for apostasy is spiritual ignorance. All the
other reasons we mention will be embraced in spiritual ignorance.
UNCONSCIENCE DRIFTING
Apostasy never hits us full face; it does not come to us boldly. It comes over a
long period of time, almost unperceived. What happens is that we drift away
from the truth. "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip" (Heb. 2:1). The
Greek word is "pararreo" which literally means to flow past. The A.S.V.
expresses it as, "lest haply we drift away from them." It is much like putting out
an anchor and over time that anchor slips so that we slowly drift from where we
started. We are to anchor our lives in the great salvation, and in Jesus Christ (cf.
Heb. 6:19) and not allow any drifting away from our mooring (God's word).
Since bro. Gilmore will be speaking on this subject, I will not develop it fully, but
allow me to make mention of some things. When the church was first
established the apostles began teaching that there would be an apostasy that
would come (ll Thess. 2:2-3). In looking at Acts 20:28-31 Paul says that the
apostasy would come from within the eldership. Yet, this apostasy did not come
overnight: it took over a hundred years to develop. It began as a very small
matter; one of the elders taking charge in a congregation so that things could run
more smoothly. The others then started looking to this one for the lead, then this
one came to be known as the bishop with others being elders. Then these
The Keys Of The Kingdom 22

bishops started vying for power with others, the one winning out becoming the
archbishop, and finally, we arrived at the papacy. If those who started this could
have transported themselves ahead in time to see the papacy, they never would
have allowed even this to start. But, it came slowly.
About one hundred years ago, we had a split over instrumental music and a
group of people split from us starting the denomination called the "Christian
Church". It began long before the split by bringing the instrument into the
building for weddings and funerals, after which they would remove it. After a
while they simply left it there, without its use. Over time, people became
accustomed to the instrument. Then, they brought it in to the Bible class, and
then into the assembly. It was a slow drifting; if those who allowed its use in
weddings and funerals had seen what would happen, they would not have
allowed it to start, but they probably would not have believed it if someone had
told them what would happen.
The recreation craze that is now going around started in the same way. Several
years ago, there was an effort to "keep our young people" and "do something for
our young people". What the church is to do is teach them the gospel of Jesus
Christ. But, because of this plea, an effort was placed for different sporting
events. As a result, different teams were formed, separate and apart from the
church, but attaching themselves to the church by calling it the "church of Christ
team". Within a matter of years, they started writing these teams into the
budget, then started the building of gymnasiums we see today. They slowly
drifted into it and into apostasy. It should have been stopped before it had a
chance to begin so that they could not drift. Let us not allow the barriers to
erode so that we, over time, go into apostasy.
COMPROMISE
About one hundred years ago, our brethren compromised on the use of
instruments of music in worship to God. They claimed that it is such a small
thing. They reasoned that they saw no harm in it. It was not long until a
division came into the ranks of the church of our Lord. Those who left us (l John
2:19) had let the barriers down in this "small thing" thus leaving the truth. But,
when you let the boundary down in one area there is literally no stopping it.
They had to let it down in all areas so that the floodgates were opened to where
they now allow everything. There is literally no stopping place. At this time you
see no semblance between them and the church of our Lord as is outlined in the
New Testament. They have agreed that they are nothing more than a
denomination, allowing women preachers, and anything else that might come
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along. This all started over their lack of respect for the scriptures in the area of
singing praises to God.
It truly amazes me that today we now have people in our brotherhood that are
desirous of fellowshipping those digressives. They have planned "summits" and
"unity meetings" and then tell us they are not seeking unity but only want to gain
a better understanding of each other. HOGWASH!! The "Christian Church"
wants to get us to compromise concerning the instrument of music, and sad to
say, many have and more will unless it is stopped. We must ever hold the line
against the innovations of men.
There are others who are compromising in the area of divorce and remarriage.
God has given one, and only one, reason for divorce and remarriage. That is
found in Matt. 19:9, and is for the cause of fornication. Brother James
Woodroof said that he came up with his false doctrine because of the situation of
the people in unscriptural remarriages. What he did was compromise the truth
of the gospel. As much as we might love those in that sad situation, we cannot
change (compromise) God's word for them. What we must do is teach them that
word and teach them to bring their lives in harmony with that word.
The only safe path is a strict adherence to the teachings of the Bible. This is the
only way to remain true and faithful to the Lord and receive His plaudits and
eternal salvation in heaven. We must accept that word without addition,
subtraction, and without substitution of any kind (Gal. 1:6-9; ll John 9-11; Rev.
22:18-19). We cannot deviate from or alter that word even in the smallest detail,
but accept it exactly as it has been given. Compromise in one area will only lead
to compromise in other realms. Therefore, let us not compromise in the
smallest detail.
MAKING LAWS NOT MADE BY GOD
This finds its basis in Matt. 15:1-9. First the Pharisees attacked Jesus and His
disciples for not keeping the traditions of the elders. The word tradition means
that which has been handed down; and is used both in a good way, in reference
to that handed down by God, and in an evil way, that handed down by man. The
specific charge is the disciples did not wash their hands before eating food.
Most, if not all, would agree that this practice is good and hygienic. There is
nothing inherently evil in the practice. But, the Jews had made a religious law,
and attached a religious significance in relation to this practice. When we attach
a religious significance to something that God has not designated in a religious
way, then it is making a law that God has not made, and brings about apostasy.
Jesus' response to this attack is "Why do ye also transgress the commandment of
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God by your tradition?" (Matt. 15:3). He then continues in verse 9 to say, "But in
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." In
adding to the word of God, the Pharisees were setting aside God's word. We
must keep God's law exactly as He has given it. When we add to God's word by
our traditions then we negate God's word, and our worship is vain. In reality,
the laws of men then become more important than the word of God, and we
have made ourselves god.
While we generally apply this to the denominational world, and it should be, yet
we need to be on guard that we do not do the same. Let us note a few examples
that we would all do well to watch. Do we set up a ritualistic order of our
worship service? Understand that God has commanded what is to be done in
our worship to Him (sing, pray, partake of the Lord's Supper, study, and give). I
am speaking not of what we do but in the order in which we do them. For
example, some places have the Lord's Supper after the sermon, and when they
go to a place where they have it before the sermon they are disturbed by it. What
if we had the contribution before we had the communion service? Many would
believe that it would be unscriptural. I have an article in my file where a
preacher says that it is sinful to have a prayer prior to the contribution. Later he
retracted this but the point is, how many others still believe it? There are others
who think that it is sinful not to have a prayer before the contribution. What if
this Sunday morning at the close of the sermon we did not sing an invitation
song? No doubt many would speak of the liberalism that would be apparent
(while there is a great deal of liberalism in the church, this would not prove it)
and say that this was sinful. Many preachers jokingly speak of the "scriptural
order" of services, but how many unlearned people have made it a law. I am not
encouraging change necessarily in that which I say for we are to do things
decently and in order (l Cor. 14:40). But, there is a danger of our making laws
where God has not made one.
We need to beware in other areas as well, not just in our worship assemblies.
Some have made laws in the hiring of preachers (they must have such and such
degree). Some have made laws above what God made in the qualifications for
the eldership and deaconry. Let us not make laws that God has not made. This
is how the creeds and manuals came into being in the first place. This has
divided the Lord's church in the past, but more than that, it will separate us from
God. It is a road to apostasy.
FOLLOWING MEN
The church at Corinth had divisions within the body of Christ. This division
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came primarily from following men. Paul writes the first Corinthian letter to
correct this, along with other problems. He deals with this problem in the first
four chapters of the letter. He writes, "Now this I say, that every one of you
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? (l
Cor. 1:12-13). Again he brings this out, "For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there
is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as
men? For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not
carnal? (l Cor. 3:3-4). Their problem was that they had put certain individuals
on a pedestal. Thus, toward the close of this section Paul says, "And these
things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your
sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written,
that no one of you be puffed up for one against another" (l Cor. 4:6). We are to
think of men in a proper way. We are not to think too highly of one person over
another.
This seems to be a common human failing. More and more people today take
what their preacher says unreservedly. In talking with friends and neighbors we
hear Christians say, "My preacher says..." Many times a preacher will move into
a new work yet cannot do anything because the members of that congregation
have "preacheritis" to such an extent that they reject anything that the preacher
might try to do or say. Sometimes this is seen with elders. A certain elder within
the eldership has such respect (as they all should) that he is elevated to a higher
level than all the others, thus making a pope out of him. This leads to apostasy.
Allow me to mention an area that preachers need to be careful about, lest we
leave the impression we are following men. So often, especially in the area of
divorce and remarriage, we are prone to say that I take bro. Warren's view, or I
take bro. Bales', or Woodroof's view, etc. What we need to do is to take the Bible
view and only the Bible view. Let us not be accused of elevating man as if that
man were infallible.
We need to recognize that man is not equipped to guide us religiously. "O Lord,
I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). Also, Solomon tells us that the way of man are the
ways of death in Prov. 14:23. The way is not within man but Christ. We are
warned time and time again in the scriptures concerning false teachers. When
we unreservedly follow man, we are candidates for being devoured by those
wolves. We must study the scriptures and not follow after man. "These were
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were
so" (Acts 17:11). The word of God is the only light to acceptance with God and to
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heaven.
CONCLUSION
The possibility of apostasy is a very real and ever present danger. Some have
apostatized in the past and some are presently going into apostasy. When we
know Satan's devices to get us to apostatize, then we can arm ourselves for the
fight. Let us "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many
witnesses" (l Tim. 6:12). By knowing the Lord's truth and following it, and it
only, we will reap eternal life.

Click Here
Come visit us on FaceBook get scriptural answers to your questions.
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False Doctrines Of Man
We are dedicated to the refutation of the false doctrines and man
made religions of this present age.
Click Here

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app.
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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Click Here
My Goal in publishing this site is to bring the gospel Good News to as many people as I
can. I hope you will find yourself at home here and that you will be able to learn the truth
and apply it to your life.
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