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The Feel Good Gospel and The Feel Good
Preacher
Jim Miller
Gray, Maine
I published this article last year and find it needful to remind all I our readers
just how important the truth is. So many are going astray by allowing emotions
to over rule critical thinking and reasoning. God must always be the first, last
and everything in our lives.
In this day and age everywhere you turn you hear how loving and merciful our
God is. This is true but it has been carried to the extreme so much so that
preachers are no longer preaching the true gospel they are preaching a feel good
gospel seeking to please their hearers. Some who read this may for the first time
in their lives hear the true word of God. Some preachers will preach whatever is
necessary to hold on to their position seeking to please all that attend and thus
just tickle the ears of the congregation.
There was a time in this country when you could tell a sound preacher from one
who thinks more of his position by the gospel he preached. Today it seems that
all people want to hear is how loving and merciful God is and if a preacher hits a
sore spot with some in the congregation he gets called on the carpet for
upsetting them.
I remember a time when the preacher would have been thrown out on his ear for
preaching a weak watered down gospel that seeks to please men rather than a
sound gospel that rebukes those who need it, that edifies and builds up the
members of the Lords church. Today there are to many spineless, weak kneed
preachers who do not really care about those they preach to. We have allowed
politically correct speech and the doctrine of don't hurt my feelings take over
and rule in place of the gospel given to us by the apostles.
We have allowed Emotionalism to take the place of truth. Preachers play on the
emotions of the congregation, they emphasize that how you feel and how you
react to those feelings is what God wants from His children. Today the cry is
don't tell me what I am doing wrong just tell me how good I am and things will
be just fine. We live in a time when no one wants to take responsibility for their
actions and preachers seem to be fine with that and pander to these whims
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instead of standing solidly upon the word for good or bad.
Did Christ and the Apostles teach love and mercy?
The answer is Yes, of course they did. Christ loved man so much so that He gave
His life on the cross for us. Yet there were stipulations to accessing this love and
mercy. The Apostles showed their love by teaching the word given by the Holy
Spirit to the known world at the time. Yet they taught those same stipulations
given by Christ also. People and preachers today want to forget the words
Obedient and faithful. This begs the question how can you access Gods love and
mercy if no one teaches you the truth both the good and the bad.
There is nothing to fear when the plain, and positive good news of Christ is
preached. There is a subtle tendency today to exalt the feelings aroused rather
than the faith delivered. Souls cannot be saved by a superficial stirring of the
emotions. People must be instructed in the righteousness of God as found in the
word. This teaching is sufficient to "move" them, unto salvation (Rom. 1:16).
Emotions, must be taught to be secondary to the truth. The appeal must be made
through the "word of truth" (James 1:18), the reaction thereto will manifest the
emotion preceded by knowledge of the truth. "The I love you; God bless you,
brother" seems to be the call not only from members of the congregation these
days but the preachers too.
These folks soon become completely devoid of the truth, the solution for every
objection they face from others critical of their actions which have no Bible
authority to support them is "I love you" which is really no answer at all. It is
simply shallow emotionalism. These people claiming to have the truth show no
concern for the obedience required to obtain that love they so covet, they work
themselves into an emotional frenzy and anything they choose becomes
acceptable to their conscience.
Paul wrote about the greatness and excellence of love saying it never fails and
endures all things. He stated that love "rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth" (1 Cor. 13:6). The truth is the only realm in which true love can exist.
When the truth is not respected in the church, it is not going to make any
difference whether hugging, holding hands, crying or saying "I love you," even
happens. This isn't love! No matter how many accomplishments a church claims
if what is being done and taught is not authorized, there is no reason to rejoice.
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The New Testament still says love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in the truth.
"Iniquity" is dative singular and means unrighteousness. Thayer says this
iniquity is "opposed to the truth" (pg. 12). Therefore, any action which is not
approved by the truth of Gods word does not allow for rejoicing. Among the
emotionally charged believers their subjective feelings take precedence over the
objective truth revealed by the Holy Spirit unto man. When one's feelings are
accepted as the standard in faith and morals then the word of God is brushed
aside and all it becomes is cheap emotionalism. This is what some preachers and
churches want; they are happy and rejoice in it! Real love, genuine love, rejoices
not in such false teaching, but in the truth. It takes very little to satisfy some
today. You need to stop trusting your inner feelings as a guide and demand the
word of God as your standard.
Sound Preaching
The true preacher of Gods word must be sound in his preaching. Christians
MUST demand that preachers proclaim ALL the truth.
1. Paul instructed Timothy to "hold fast the pattern of sound words which you
have heard from me" (2 Tim. 1:13). Titus was told to "speak the things which are
proper for sound doctrine" (Titus 2:1; cf. 1:9; 2:8).
2. The word "sound" means "whole or healthy as in being sound in health" (cf.
Vine 4:55). Thus, sound preaching is that which is spiritually healthy and
wholesome. Paul equates "sound doctrine" with the "gospel" (1 Tim. 1:10-11).
Thus, sound preaching is according to the gospel. The book of Titus which
focuses on soundness (1:9, 13; 2:1, 2, 8), begins with the basis and standard for
soundness: the revelation of God (Titus 1:1-4). Thus, sound doctrine is that
which is according to the revelation of God. It includes any and all that is in the
revelation of God. From Titus we see that it includes such subjects as God's
nature (1:2), eternal life (1:2; 2:23; 3:7), the grace of God (1:3; 2:11-12; 3:4-7),
elder's work and qualifications (1:5-9), refutation of false teaching (1:10-16),
personal godliness (2:1-10), home relationships and responsibilities (2:4-5), our
speech (2:8), our example (2:7), the sacrifice of Jesus Christ (2:13-14), obedience
to civil law (3:1), how to treat others (3:2-8), baptism (3:5), the work of the Holy
Spirit (3:5) and dealing with a heretic (3:10).
The honest preacher must preach all the word.
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The faithful man of God must not preach his opinion or his own thinking on
Bible topics, he should always "speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11). Paul
said his message was the word of God (1 Thess. 2:13). Today too many preachers
think that their words and wisdom and opinions should be received by their
congregations with the same fervor that the gospel is. More often than not today
we hear sermons that give little or no Bible reference at all. True Bible
preaching is just that: preaching the Bible! The whole council of God!
Our preaching must point to God as source of all creation (Acts 17:24) it must be
preached as the authority for our lives (Acts 17:30-31). God must be the object of
our faith and trust. Paul preached in a manner so that his audience's faith would
not be that of the "wisdom of men but the power of God" (1 Cor. 2:2-3).
Preaching is not designed to please men, but God (1 Thess. 2:4-6). Any preacher
worth his salt will not seek to convert men to himself but ONLY to God. The
preacher who truly care for those he is preaching to does not seek his own glory
but he seeks to glorify God, if not it will take very little to destroy that kind of
faith.
The true preacher of the word refutes error. Paul charged Timothy to "Preach
the word. . . convince, rebuke, and exhort…" (2 Tim. 4:2). Titus was to instruct
elders to stop the mouths of false teachers and rebuke them sharply (Titus 1:913). Preachers must defend the gospel (Phil. 1:17), even militantly (Act:17:6).
Just a casual reading of the New Testament shows that the Lord and his apostles
stood firmly against the errors of their day (both in and out of the church) and
answered all arguments of the false teachers. Proclaiming the word leaves no
room to tolerate sin. Thus, the preacher must reprove (2 Tim. 4:2). Worldliness
must be denounced (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19- 21; 1 Pet. 4:3).
Preachers must proclaim God's grace, he must teach the sacrifice of Christ
without which redemption is not available (Eph. 2:5, 8, 13, 16). The preacher
must tell men what has to be done to obtain salvation through the blood of
Christ (Acts 2:22, 36, 38).
Preachers must use the inspired word to instruct others in righteousness (2 Tim.
3:16). Teaching others that right living is the way of going "on to perfection"
(Heb. 6:1) teaching others to mature in the Lord. The sound preacher teaches
people about Gods instruction on the home, the marriage, prayer, worship,
godliness, honesty and proper attitudes.
Bible preaching distinguishes between truth and error. Proper preaching will
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always differentiate the Lord's church from denominationalism. The preacher
who's preaching could be presented in any denomination without objection isn't
Bible preaching. The sermons in Acts 2, 3 ,4, 8 were distinctive enough for men
to see that they needed to change! The message that gets results will first
demand results. Peter and Paul called for repentance (Acts 2:37, 38; 17:30-31). A
change of heart and life was demanded. Application must be made to the people.
Peter charged those to whom he spoke he said "you" have crucified him (Acts
2:21-22).
Preachers are not entertainers
Today people are looking to be entertained and hear all the good things they can
about themselves and how loving and merciful God is. People today will heap to
themselves the preachers that will only tickle their ears. There is a real need for
the right kind of attitude on the part of the hearer.
"Am I Willing To Grow?"
The parable of the sower shows four types of people but only one is going to
grow and be useful in service to God. We need to be like the hearer in the
parable that bears fruit. There is a gradual ascent to hearers as Christ explains
the qualities of the four kinds of soil/hearer. The first one was altogether
unreachable, the second was just shallow, the third had possibilities of a good
harvest however, even this hearer lacks the depth/understanding necessary to
stay loyal to the Lord. It is only the fourth hearer that has the proper attitude
and (heart) to bringing forth fruit to God's glory. This persons growth is caused
by true belief and willingness hear and follow the word of God (Lk. 8: 11), yet
today even the word of God will not bear fruit without being planted in "good
soil" (Matt. 13:23), or "an honest and good heart" (Lk. 8:15).
The Preacher who delivers the word of God will get different responses, these
different responses from those who hear his sermons cannot be blamed on the
messages or the way it is presented as long as it is the truth. When teaching the
Jews of the first century the listeners were those who shared the guilt of putting
Christ to death had different responses. On two occasions the preachers spoke
very pointedly concerning the hearers’ sin and guilt before God. Peter’s sermon
convicted his audience of sin by telling them Act 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear
these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles
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and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know: Act 2:23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain. Yes, they were guilty of crucifying the Son of God and he let them
know it in no uncertain terms.
Stephen was just as pointed. In fashion worthy of emulation by preachers today
and (which would be rejected as unloving and overly harsh by those of today),
Stephen addressed the guilt of his audience stating: “Act 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and
uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your
fathers did, so do ye. Act 7:52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers
persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the
Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: Act 7:53
Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. Act
7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed
on him with their teeth.” Stephen rightfully accused them of betrayal and
murder.
Why the different responses?
The answer lies in the hearts of the individuals who heard the message. So, we
go back to Jesus and His preaching of the sower who sows seed on various kinds
of soil. When all the hearer's want to hear is the love side of the gospel and when
preachers only preach the love side of the gospel the church falls from grace and
both are to blame.
Folks you have to get back to the whole council of God and make sure your
preachers give you that whole council or your are going to be lost. 2Th 2:9 Even
him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and
lying wonders, 2Th 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. 2Th 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie: 2Th 2:12 That they all might be damned who believed
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
You must make a choice and my prayer is you will come back to the truth and I
say to you preachers out there preach the word ONLY in its entirety holding
nothing back.
Till next we meet
God bless
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This is a new website created to expose the Compromised/liberal teaching
institutions that claim affiliation with the church. The following is from our
home page and you will find a link to the site at the end.

The Shipwreck of Colleges and Schools of Preaching
For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3).
Why and how did compromise and/or liberalism come to dominate the
preaching schools and colleges of today? This Site is dedicated to trying to
answer these questions while showing that (1) compromise and liberalism have
already destroyed the “Big Gun” Colleges and (2) the way that compromise is
having a devastating effect on our smaller schools of preaching. These smaller
schools, begun by congregations to replace the colleges that went off headlong
into error, are now teetering on the edge because of their compromises.
There was a time when men who were sound in the faith taught younger men in
the church how to preach and teach. We believe this should still be the norm.
However, as sadly seen in these institutions today, this is no longer the case.
Most people in the congregations have been dumbed down to the point that they
believe that unless a preacher has a piece of paper stating he has been trained
formally, he is unable or unfit to preach. Read the rest on our site.
Click Here to visit our site.
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PROVING THE EXISTENCE OF GOD
Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
Introduction
There are only two possible positions relative to the existence of God: Either He
does or He does not exist. The absolutely fundamental issue to Christians is
belief in God. In the very nature of the case, Christians must believe in God:
And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
seek after him (Heb. 11:6).
Some style themselves “Christian Agnostics.” That is as close as they come to
being such. One may as well speak of a “Nazi Communist” or a “believing
infidel.” Christians believe in God! If one does not believe in God, he is not a
“Christian” in any sense (even if he teaches in a theological seminary or is an
Episcopal bishop).
God has revealed Himself in His created universe (i.e., general revelation, Psa.
19:1–4; Rom. 1:19–20) and in His Word (i.e., special revelation, John. 20:30–
31). The Bible begins with the majestic words, “In the beginning, God…” (Gen.
1:1). Our first impulse as Christians is simply to turn to the Bible and its
innumerable declarations of the existence of God for proof. Even the atheist
cannot deny that the Bible throughout declares God.
However, Biblical declarations are not sufficient for atheists and agnostics (they
can hardly believe the Bible to be the Word of God while denying the existence of
God). One employs circular reasoning (which is no reasoning at all) in saying
that he believes in God because he believes what the Bible says about Him, and
then argues that the Bible is the Word of God because God says it is. (Of course,
powerful arguments can be made based on the Bible’s transcendent contents
and characteristics [e.g., its harmony, prophetic fulfillment, miracles, ethics, et
The Keys Of The Kingdom 12

al.].)
When we discuss the existence of God with an atheist, we must appeal to some
sort of evidence besides what the Bible says. He claims that the existence of God
cannot be “proved.” If by proved he means by running tests in a laboratory or
measuring the square footage of a building, he is correct—we cannot empirically
“prove” by such means that God exists. As weighty as empirical evidence is for
establishing a proposition, there are other ways of proving a matter, however.
Several such powerful proofs of God’s existence are available, which are
convincing to those who will consider them without irrational bias. Among the
most telling of these proofs is the Cosmological Argument.
Definition and Background
Cosmology derives from two Greek nouns (cosmos and logos) and refers to the
study of the origin and general structure of the universe, including its cause. Of
special relevance to the Cosmological Argument is the word cause. This
argument is often called “The First Cause Argument,” for it seeks to answer the
question concerning who or what caused the cosmos—the universe.
Because the Cosmological Argument has to do with cause, it is necessary to
consider an antecedent underlying argument, one which philosophers and
scientists have pondered and recognized for centuries. In his letter to the
Hebrews, the inspired “philosopher” (who I believe to be the apostle Paul) set
forth this simple, sweeping Cause-effect Argument (also known as the Law of
Causality) upon which the cosmological argument rests: “For every house is
builded by some one…” (Heb. 3:4a).
The Cause-Effect Argument
The Hebrews writer stated an axiomatic principle that stands on its own without
need of proof; what he says is true about every house. But this principle reaches
far beyond house building. The “house” is a figure representing all other created
things. Just as every house has a builder, so every other effect that is finite,
material, or contingent has a cause behind it. This broad axiom implies at least
the following innate corollaries, all as self-evident and axiomatic as the principle
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itself:
1: The cause is more honorable than the effect (Heb. 3:3). The mind, skill, and
effort one expends in producing an automobile is worthy of far more honor than
the car itself, even if we admire it greatly and it costs $50,000.
2: The cause must be greater than the effect. An automobile cannot build a man.
3: The cause must be antecedent to the effect. It is a physical and logical
impossibility for a house or anything else to be built twenty years before its
builder is born.
4: The cause must be adequate and sufficient to produce the effect. If I said a
two-year old boy built the house I live in, I would suggest a cause, but hardly an
adequate or sufficient one.
5: The terms cause and effect are “Siamese twin” concepts—inseparable in
thought and expression. It is nonsensical to speak of a cause with no
corresponding effect, nor does any effect exist apart from its cause.
As earlier indicated, the Cosmological Argument flows from the Law of
Causality. The ultimate cause-effect question relates to the origin of the universe
itself. One would have to be a “mad scientist” and live in “another world” to deny
that this world/universe exists. As surely as it exists, its origin must have some
explanation. Only two possibilities can be postulated for the way its existence:
(1) The universe is eternal—it did not have a beginning or (2) the universe in
some way and at some time had a beginning point.
Amazingly, some atheists have tried to avoid the uncomfortable implications
with which they must deal concerning both the origin and end of the universe by
arguing that it had no beginning and will have no end—it is eternal. Essentially,
this is another way of saying that the universe is cause rather than effect. This
position also implicitly denies that the universe is material, for, by definition, all
material things are ultimately effects that have been caused.
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Further, this theory implies that the universe is somehow a “spiritual” entity.
There are only two possible natures of which all things consist—material
(matter) and spiritual (mind). If the universe is eternal, it must be “spiritual.” If
it is not spiritual, it cannot be eternal, for only spiritual entities can partake of
eternality and immortality. All material things are temporary. Thus the “eternaluniverse” concept denies the essential respective definitions of material and
spiritual. “Spiritual universe” is another oxymoron. One may as well confer a
“spiritual” nature on a Chevrolet pickup as to do so on the universe. Such claims
demonstrate idiocy gone to seed, to which desperate men are driven in their
denials of God.
The suggestion that anything material—which the universe is—has always been
and will always be contradicts one of the bedrock axioms of science, variously
called the “Second Law of Thermodynamics” or the “Law of Energy Decay.” As
thermodynamics implies, this law concerns the relationship between heat and
energy and the conversion of one into another. The Law of Energy Decay defines
itself, namely, that with the employment of energy there is a corresponding
depletion of available usable energy—a process scientists call “entropy.”
Simply put, our universe is wearing out, running down. This could not be so if
the universe were eternal/spiritual in its nature. Can one live a day and not see
the evidence of entropy? Natural resources are being depleted (though we reject
the extremist environmentalists’ claims), all things wear out, and death and
decay are everywhere visible. Entropy is not compatible with a spiritual entity or
an eternal universe.
No scientist would ever have even thought of such a thing as an “eternal
universe,” much less professed it seriously, had he not begun with blind bias for
evolution and against God and creation. When men begin with a priori
assumptions that rule out creation by a transcendent Cause (i.e., God), we
should not be surprised at their flights of fancy and imagination. Where else can
they go? What else can they do? Paul describes just such men who we suppose
have been present in every age:
For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being perceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting power
and divinity; that they may be without excuse: because that, knowing God, they
glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their
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reasonings, and their senseless heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools (Rom. 1:20–22).
The famous astrophysicist, Robert Jastrow (certainly no “creationist”), indicates
that scientists have been driven by the evidence to give up on the “eternal
universe” postulation:
Only as a result of the most recent discoveries can we say with a fair degree of
confidence that the world has not existed forever; that it began abruptly, without
apparent cause, in a blinding event that defies scientific explanation…. Modern
science denies an eternal existence to the Universe, either in the past or in the
future.
He could have known this much earlier had he simply read Genesis 1.
Not only does the Second Law of Thermodynamics deny the possibility of an
eternal universe, but this law also clashes head-on with a fundamental dogma of
evolutionary theory. A basic tenet of evolutionary “gospel” alleges that the
universe is constantly improving, moving from disorder to order, and increasing
in complexity. Contrariwise, the entropy principle declares a decline of every
sort in the cosmos (i.e., order, complexity, size, organization, etc.). Entropy and
evolution cannot both be true. Atheistic scientists must make a choice, all the
while knowing that the Second Law of Thermodynamics is a settled scientific
fact. In their desperate effort to cling to the evolutionary scheme, such men have
abandoned true science at this point to enter the realm of sheer philosophical
speculation and assumption.
The Cosmological Argument
Both evidence and reason demonstrate the fact that the universe is material
rather than eternal and that it therefore implicitly had a point of origin or
beginning. The ground is now prepared for us to narrow the broader Causeeffect Argument to the Cosmological or First-cause Argument. William Lane
Craig provides an excellent statement of it:
1: Whatever begins to exist has a cause of its existence
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2: The universe began to exist
3: Therefore, the universe has a cause of its existence
As seen from Jastrow’s statement, even infidel scientists have generally
conceded the first and second premises of the foregoing syllogism, demanding
the conclusion of causality (which, of course, believers in God and the Bible have
known all along—Gen. 1:1; John 1:1–4; et al.).
Since the universe is not an eternal cause, but a material effect, what or who
caused it? Only three possibilities exist: (1) The universe is the result of accident
or chance, (2) the universe created itself, or (3) the universe has a Creator
transcendent to and apart from itself.
The “accident/chance” claim: Could the universe have originated from some
accident or mere hap? To ask is to answer. Not even a lowly paperclip “just
happens.” The universe is an effect that demands an adequate cause, as do all
effects. If “accident” and “chance” do not qualify as adequate causes for the least
effect, how much less for the universe? Yet unbelievers have little better to offer
in their denial of God and creation. How can rational men gullibly believe, much
less advocate, such irrational ideas?
The “self-created” claim: Could the universe have created itself? Julie Andrews,
as Maria in the musical, “The Sound of Music,” sang a song in that included the
following lyrics: “Nothing comes from nothing; nothing ever could.” The
songwriter was apparently not an evolutionist. Incredibly, those who advocate
the self-creation of the universe implicitly attribute the creative power of
Godhood to mindless matter. Granting that somehow the universe had the
ability (power and mind) to create itself, then it had to exist before it existed,
create before it was created, and act before it acted—all of which are nonsensical.
Just as the Second Law of Thermodynamics falsifies the idea of an eternal
universe, the First Law of Thermodynamics falsifies the theory of a self-created
universe. This law has to do with the conservation of energy and matter,
affirming that neither can be created or destroyed. Their forms may change, but
their levels remain constant. Dr. Jastrow (no creationist, remember) has
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explained why self-creation and this axiomatic and universally-accepted law are
incompatible:
But the creation of matter out of nothing would violate a cherished concept in
science—the principle of the conservation of matter and energy—which states
that matter and energy can be neither created nor destroyed. Matter can be
converted into energy, and vice versa, but the total amount of all matter and
energy in the Universe must remain unchanged forever. It is difficult to accept a
theory that violates such a firmly established scientific fact.
Then why do you and your fellows accept it, Dr. Jastrow, except for blind
prejudice?
The creation claim: Was the universe created by an objective, transcendent
Cause? This explanation is the only one left. The universe is not eternal, thus it
had a beginning. It could not have begun by some incredible astrophysical
“accident” or by self-creation. Therefore, some Cause adequate to explain its
beginning and characteristics must have created it. What are the implications of
this conclusion concerning the attributes of this Creator/Cause?
1: He must have existed before the universe in order to be able to create it
2: He must be eternal—the one uncaused Cause
3: He must be pure spirit/mind—no material creature is self-existent or eternal
4: He must be transcendent to and apart from the effect of His creation
5: He must be omniscient and omni-wise to produce the effect of the vast
universe
6: He must be omnipotent to be able to create the universe out of nothing
The Bible reveals to us Jehovah God Who is possessed of all of these
attributes:
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1: The opening words of the Bible, “In the beginning, God…” (Gen. 1:1a), tell us
that Jehovah God was there before/when He began creating the universe
2: The Bible constantly attributes eternal nature to God (Deu. 33:27; Psa. 41:13;
93:2; Isa. 40:28; John. 5:26; 1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 10:6; et al.)
3: God is pure spirit and self-existent (John. 4:23–24; Acts 17:24, 29; 2 Cor.
3:17)
4: God is transcendent—apart from that which He created (2 Sam. 7:18–19; 1
Kin. 8:27; Isa. 55:8–9)
5: God is omniscient (1 Kin. 8:39; Job 12:13; 28:10; Psa. 104:24; 139:1–16; Pro.
3:19; Isa. 40:13–14; Rom. 11:33–34; Heb. 4:13)
6: God is omnipotent and is not restrained by anyone or anything except His
own will (Gen. 1:3; 1 Sam. 14:6; Psa. 65:6; 135:6; Isa. 50:2; Jer. 10:6, 12; Dan,
4:35; Mat. 3:9; Rom. 1:20; Eph. 3:20)
The Bible thus makes known to us the only Being capable of satisfying the
demands of the First Cause of our universe.
Conclusion
The Cosmological Argument is but one of several strong arguments that
complement each other so as to constitute an insurmountable case for the
existence of God. Little wonder that David wrote: “The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God” (Psa. 14:1a).
Endnotes
1: Robert Jastrow, Until the Sun Dies (New York, NY: W. W. Norton, 1977), pp.
19, 30. William Lane Craig, “The Existence of God and the Beginning of the
Universe,” from Leadership U. Website: www.leaderu.com/truth/3truth11.html.
Jastrow, p. 32.
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Perspective” in THE GOSPEL JOURNAL, June 2004, of which I editor at the
time.]
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Worthlessness Of The Three
Mormon Witnesses Pt. 1
Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, Okla.
The Book of Mormon contains the following statement:
BE IT KNOWN unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom this
work shall come: That we, through the grace of God the Father, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, which is a record of
the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and also of the
people of Jared, who came from the tower of which hath been spoken. And we
also know that they have been translated by the gift and power of God, for his
voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know of a surety that the work is
true. And we also testify that we have seen the engravings which are upon the
plates; and they have been shown unto us by the power of God, and not of man.
And we declare with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down from
heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the
plates, and the engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the grace of God
the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bear record that these
things are true. And it is marvelous in our eyes. Nevertheless, the voice of the
Lord commanded us that we should bear record of it; wherefore, to be obedient
unto the commandments of God, we bear testimony of these things. And we
know that if we are faithful in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all
men, and be found spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell
with him eternally in the heavens.. And the honor be to the Father, & to the Son,
& to the Holy Ghost, which is One God. Amen.’ Signed: Oliver Cowdery & David
Whitmer & Martin Harris
These were the three witnesses who originally testified to the authenticity of
Joseph Smith’s writings in the Book of Mormon. Compare these men and their
testimony to the testimony of Jesus Christ’s witnesses.
Christ was God manifest in the flesh (John 1:1-3, 14). As such, He was
empirically observed by his witnesses. (1 John1:1-3). Their “seeing” and
“hearing” were done with fleshly eyes and ears. There was nothing “visionary”
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about it. When Thomas observed and felt the nail prints in Christ’s hands and
thrust his hand into His side, it was done with physical eyes and hands. The
apostles were eyewitnesses of Christ’s glory (2 Pet. 1:16), and performed
miracles to establish their credibility (Heb. 2:1-4).
Now, consider Joseph Smith’s witnesses. He conveniently received a “revelation”
recorded in Doctrine And Covenants saying three witnesses would be selected to
testify to the authenticity of The Book of Mormon. Behold, verily I say unto you,
I have reserved those things which I have entrusted unto you, my servant
Joseph, for a wise purpose in me, and it shall be made known unto future
generations; But this generation shall have my word through you; And in
addition to your testimony, the testimony of three of my servants, whom I shall
call and ordain, unto whom I will show these things, and they shall go forth with
my words that are given through you. (Doctrine And Covenants, Sec. 5, vv. 9-11).
Cowdery, Whitmer, and Harris all lobbied to be Smith’s witnesses, according to
the following account by Smith:
In the course of the work of translation, we ascertained that three special
witnesses were to be provided by the Lord, to whom He would grant that they
should see the plates from which this work (the Book of Mormon) should be
translated; and that these witnesses should bear record of the same, as will be
found recorded, Book of Mormon, page 581 [Book of Ether, chapter 5, verses 2, 3
and 4, p. 487, edition 1920], also page 86 [II Nephi, chapter 11, verse 3, p. 73,
edition 1920]. Almost immediately after we had made this discovery, it occurred
to Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and the aforementioned Martin Harris (who
had come to inquire after our progress in the work) that they would have me
inquire of the Lord to know if they might not obtain of him the privilege to be
these three special witnesses; and finally they became so very solicitous, and
urged me so much to inquire that at length I complied; and through the Urim
and Thummim, I obtained of the Lord for them the following:
Revelation to Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris, at Fayette,
Seneca County, New York, June, 1829, given previous to their viewing the plates
containing the Book of Mormon.
1. Behold, I say unto you, that you must rely upon my word, which if you do with
full purpose of heart, you shall have a view of the plates, and also the breastplate,
the sword of Laban, the Urim and Thummim, which were given to the brother of
Jared upon the mount, when he talked with the Lord face to face, and the
miraculous directors which were given to Lehi while in the wilderness, on the
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borders of the Red Sea.
2. And it is by your faith that you shall obtain a view of them, even by that faith
which was had by the prophets of old.
3. And after that you have obtained faith, and have seen them with your eyes,
you shall testify of them, by the power of God;
4. And this you shall do that my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., may not be
destroyed, that I may bring about my righteous purposes unto the children of
men in this work.
5. And ye shall testify that you have seen them, even as my servant Joseph
Smith, Jun., has seen them; for it is by my power that he has seen them, and it is
because he had faith.
6. And he has translated the book, even that part which I have commanded him,
and as your Lord and your God liveth it is true.
7. Wherefore you have received the same power, and the same faith, and the
same gift like unto him;
8. And if you do these last commandments of mine, which I have given you, the
gates of hell shall not prevail against you; for my grace is sufficient for you, and
you shall be lifted up at the last day.
9. And, I, Jesus Christ, your Lord and your God, have spoken it unto you, that I
might bring about my righteous purposes unto the children of men. Amen.
Smith then provides the following concerning the so-called “eyewitness
accounts” and the subsequent testimony of these three men:
Not many days after the above commandment was given, we four, viz., Martin
Harris, David Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery and myself, agreed to retire into the
woods, and try to obtain, by fervent and humble prayer, the fulfilment of the
promises given in the above revelation— that they should have a view of the
plates. We accordingly made choice of a piece of woods convenient to Mr.
Whitmer’s house, to which we retired, and having knelt down, we began to pray
in much faith to Almighty God to bestow upon us a realization of these promises.
According to previous arrangement, I commenced prayer to our Heavenly
Father, and was followed by each of the others in succession. We did not at the
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first trial, however, obtain any answer or manifestation of divine favor in our
behalf. We again observed the same order of prayer, each calling on and praying
fervently to God in rotation, but with the same result as before.
Upon this, our second failure, Martin Harris proposed that he should withdraw
himself from us, believing, as he expressed himself, that his presence was the
cause of our not obtaining what we wished for. He accordingly withdrew from
us, and we knelt down again, and had not been many minutes engaged in prayer,
when presently we beheld a light above us in the air, of exceeding brightness;
and behold, an angel stood before us. In his hands he held the plates which we
had been praying for these to have a view of. He turned over the leaves one by
one, so that we could see them, and discern the engravings thereon distinctly.
He then addressed himself to David Whitmer, and said, “David, blessed is the
Lord, and he that keeps His commandments;” when, immediately afterwards,
we heard a voice from out of the bright light above us, saying, “These plates have
been revealed by the power of God, and they have been translated by the power
of God. The translation of them which you have seen is correct, and I command
you to bear record of what you now see and hear.”
I now left David and Oliver, and went in pursuit of Martin Harris, whom I found
at considerable distance, fervently engaged in prayer. He soon told me,
however, that he had not yet prevailed with the Lord, and earnestly requested
me to join him in prayer, that he also might realize the same blessings which we
had just received. We accordingly joined in prayer, and ultimately obtained our
desires, for before we had yet finished, the same vision was opened to our view,
at least it was again opened to me, and I once more beheld and heard the same
things; whilst at the same moment, Martin Harris cried out, apparently in an
ecstasy of joy, “ ’Tis enough; ’tis enough; mine eyes have beheld; mine eyes have
beheld;” and jumping up, he shouted,”Hosanna,” blessing God, and otherwise
rejoiced exceedingly. (History of The Church, Vol. 1, Chapter 6, pp. 52ff).
Their testimony in the Book implies they had empirical evidence of the plates.
But consider the following:
But, what people are not told is that the experience was visionary in nature.
While Joseph Smith was dictating the Book of Mormon to Oliver Cowdery, he
read off a section that declared there would be three special witnesses who
would be allowed to see the plates and then “bear witness” to the Book of
Mormon. Joseph Smith’s History states, “Almost immediately after we had
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made this discovery, it occurred to Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and the
aforementioned Martin Harris (who had come to inquire after our progress in
the work) that they would have me inquire of the Lord to know if they might not
obtain of him the privilege to be these three special witnesses; and finally they
became so very solicitous, and urged me so much to inquire that at length I
complied” (History of the Church, Vol. 1, pp. 52-53). Joseph then produced a
revelation for Oliver, David and Martin which stated that if they relied upon
God’s word and did so with a full purpose of heart they would “have a view of the
plates, and also the breastplate, the sword of Laban, the Urim & Thummim, ...
and the miraculous directors which were given to Lehi” (Ibid, p. 53). It would
only be by their faith that they would be able to obtain a view of them.
Continued next month
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“GOD HEARETH NOT SINNERS” John 9:31
Part 3
Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida
EXCLUSION PRINCIPLE
While the exclusion principle is often misused, there is a proper use of this
principle. God authorizes by what He says, not by what He does not say. We only
have the right to do that which God authorizes (Mat. 21:23-27; Col. 3:17)
through the Scriptures. The Scriptures authorize by (1) direct statements,
(2) implications, (3) examples. When there is no authorization for it, then we
cannot do it. The Hebrews writer uses this principle to show that Jesus is greater
than the angels. “For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he
shall be to me a Son?...But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?” (Heb. 1:5, 13). Since God
never said this to any angel, it shows Christ’s superiority over them. Since God
does apply it to Jesus and never applies it to angels it excludes angels.
When we consider the law of exclusion in connection with prayer, every
statement, implication, and example concerning prayer in the Bible, Old and
New Testament, is applied to the child of God. There is simply no passage that
applies the privilege or blessing of prayer to anyone other than a child of God. To
take prayer and apply it to anyone other than whom God applies it to is wrong.
We simply have no right to apply it to anyone but a child of God.
OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED
I Know I have Been Heard
There are some who will proudly boast that they know that their prayers have
been heard. This relies solely upon ones feelings. This is like the person who
says: “I know I am saved.” How do they know? Because they feel it in their heart.
However, as we all know, feelings are not a safe guide in religion or anything else
in life.
Joseph’s brothers took his coat of many colors and dipped it in blood. They
brought the coat to Jacob; Jacob felt that his son had been killed and said he
would go to his grave morning for his son. However, as we all know, Jacob’s
The Keys Of The Kingdom 26

feelings were not reliable; Joseph was not dead. Saul (the apostle Paul) had done
many things contrary to the name of Christ. “I verily thought with myself, that I
ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing
I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having
received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I
gave my voice against them. And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and
compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I
persecuted them even unto strange cities” (Acts 26:9-11). Yet, in spite of all the
evil Saul had done as he stood before the council he would say, “Men and
brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day” (Acts
23:1). Paul had done many things contrary to the cause of Christ, but he did it
with a good conscience. His conscience (feelings) was not a safe guide, just like
our feelings are not a safe guide.
The fact that God has been good to one who is not a Christian and certain events
have transpired in their life that have brought blessings to them rather than the
continuation of evil and maybe they have prayed about it does not mean that
God heard or answered those prayers. Consider the words of Jesus: “That ye
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust”
(Mat. 5:45). All men drink in God’s physical blessings, not just Christians.
Simply because a person enjoys God’s physical blessings does not mean that God
approves or accepts them, or hears their prayers.
Saul
As we have just noticed Saul was a persecutor and injurious to the way of Christ
until Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus. Saul went into Damascus
to submit himself to the will of the Lord. While in Damascus and prior to
Ananias coming to him: “And he was three days without sight, and neither did
eat nor drink” (Acts 9:9). When Jesus is speaking to Ananias, He tells him:
“Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth” (Acts 9:11). Saul
was not a child of God, yet the Lord told Ananias that he was praying.
This situation is special to say the least of which everyone is in agreement. You
cannot take a special situation and make it applicable to all. The Lord appeared
to Saul in a blinding light, should we all expect the Lord to appear to us in a
blinding light? No, because Saul is a special case. The same would be true of his
praying. Even if God heard his prayers, we cannot take this special case and
make it applicable to others.
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Simply because God knew that Saul was praying does not mean that God heard
or accepted that prayer. There is nothing in the context to indicate that God
heard (accepted) Saul’s prayer. God knew that Saul was in Damascus, that he
was fasting, that he was in need of salvation, et al., but that does not mean that
God accepted him. God knows all things because He is omnipresent: “The eyes
of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Pro. 15:3).
However, because God knows all things does not mean that he approves all
things. When we are speaking of God’s hearing prayers, we are talking about his
approving or accepting them. While God knew what Saul was doing, does not
mean that He heard Saul’s prayer in the sense of accepting them.
Since Saul was a Jew, it would have been natural and logical for him to pray. As
a Jew faithful to the Law of Moses, he would have been expected to pray and had
the right to pray, prior to the Gospel of Christ coming into effect. Saul was
accustomed to prayer and believed in it. However, it is pure assumption to say
God heard (accepted or approved) his prayers and an assumption which
contradicts God’s Word. Even if the assumption is true, it is a special case and
cannot be applied to anyone else.
Cornelius
The Lord appeared to Cornelius in Acts 10: “And when he looked on him, he was
afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine
alms are come up for a memorial before God” (Acts 10:4). The usual approach is
that Cornelius was not a child of God, Peter was sent to him to show him what to
do to be saved. It was not until later that he obeyed the gospel and became a
child of God. Thus, we have one who is not a child of God whose prayers are
heard by God. Thus, some conclude that as long as one is searching for the truth
that God will hear his prayers. However, this is contrary to all we know in the
Scriptures. Then, simply because God is faithful to what He says, does not mean
that God will hear the non-Christians prayer. God has said, “Ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened (Mat. 7:7-8). God being faithful to this promise does
not mean that He hears the prayers of someone who is not His child.
What was said of Saul can also be said of Cornelius: it is a special case. The
gospel was for all men everywhere. However, the gospel had not yet been taken
to the Gentiles. God had established an order to take the gospel into the world.
“And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47). We see the
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progression as Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Now God was showing it is time to take the gospel to the “uttermost part of the
earth.” Thus God appears to Cornelius and to Peter to show the Gentiles are now
to have the gospel preached to them. Thus this is a special case and cannot be
applied to anyone else.
It is this author’s conviction that we do Cornelius an injustice. Many boldly state
that Cornelius was lost and not a child of God: this conclusion may not be
correct. God says that he is devout which expresses one who has been approved
by the Law of God. The Record also states that he feared God which indicates
that he is doing God’s will. From all the information in the Bible concerning
Cornelius, he was one who was in a right relationship with God. How can this
be?
Let us consider the three dispensations. The first of those is the Patriarchal
Period which began at Adam. This is the period in which the oldest father in the
family served as the prophet (spokesman) for God and as the priest for his
family (making sacrifices for the sins). If they accepted the law which their
fathers revealed, then they were approved of God and would have the right of
prayer. The second period is the Mosaic period. This is the law given to the
children of Israel at Mount Sinai. It was never given to all mankind but only to
the Jews. It was added (Gal. 3:19) to the law of Patriarchy. When the Jews were
faithful to that law of Moses, then they were in a right relationship with God and
would have the right of prayer. All Gentiles (non-Jews) remained under the
Patriarchal law while the Jew was under the Mosaic Law.
When Christ died on the cross He abolished, nullified, or did away with both
laws. The Law of Christ came into being, which is a law given to all mankind.
The application of what Jesus did was not seen for the Jew until fifty days later
for the Jew on Pentecost in Acts 2. During those fifty days a Jew would have
remained in a right relation with God if he remained faithful to the Law of
Moses. The Law of Christ had not yet taken effect for the Jew until Pentecost.
The application of what Jesus did was not seen for the Gentile until Cornelius
(Acts 10). During that time (between Christ’s death and Cornelius) if a person
was faithful to the Law of God given through the fathers (Patriarchal Law) then
he would have been in a right relation with God and thus have the right to pray.
This is the condition we find Cornelius. He was in a right relation with God,
having the right to pray, because he remained faithful to the Patriarchal Law.
Now the Law of Christ was coming into effect for the Gentile and he needed to
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hear the Word of Christ and obey it to be saved.
Cornelius’ prayers had come up as a memorial (remembrance) to God of the
great promise He had made to Abraham, that all families of the earth would be
blessed through him (Gen. 12:1-3). Now it was going to be brought to pass, the
Gentiles will also be blessed through the promised seed of Abraham. Thus,
Cornelius had the right to pray. He was not a Christian, but he was in a right
relation to God (a child of God) by being faithful to the law to which he was
subject: the Patriarchal Law, until the Law of Christ became applicable to him.
He then had to obey the gospel and become a Christian.
CONCLUSION
We, as Christians, have been given a wonderful gift—the right of having our
prayers heard by a loving heavenly Father and knowing that He will answer.
“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 John
3:22). Far too few Christians take advantage of the gift God has given to us.
However, this is a gift that only the Christian has access to. The person who is
outside of Christ does not have the right to pray.
Sadly there are those who teach that those who are not Christians need to pray
to become such. Sadly, all those who have been deceived by such teaching along
with the teachers are going to be lost. God will not hear the sinner’s prayer. To
be saved one must obey the Truth. Upon one’s obedience to the Doctrine of
Christ, he then has the right to pray and God will hear.
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