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THIRD QUARTER
THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY
STUDIES IN THE ACTS, THE EPISTLES, AND REVELATION
(FIRST HALF OF A Sq::-MONTHS' COURSE)

AIM:

To lead the pupil to an tmderstanding of primitive Gh1'istianity, anct
to beget in hint the desi?'e and purpose to live. the Gh?'istian life and to
win othe?'s to faith in the Lo?'d Jesus,
Lesson I-July 5, 1931

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Acts 1: 6-9; 2: 1-8.
6 They therefore, when they were come together, asked him, saying, Lord, (\os<
thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know times or seasons, which the
Father hath set within his own authority.
8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit Is come upon you: and ye shall
be my witnesses both in .Terusalem, and in all .Tudrea and S'amaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
•
9 And when he had Baid these things, as they were looking, he was taken up ; and
a cloud received him out of their sight.
1 And when the day of Pentecost was now come, they were all together in Olle place.
2 And Buddenly there came from heaven a Bound as of the rushing of a mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
8 And there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and it
sat upon each one of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
o Now there were d\velling at Jerusalem Jews; devout men, from every nation
under heaven.
6 And when this sound was heard, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speaking in hiB own language.
7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying, Behold, are not all these that
speak Galilreans 1
8 And how heal' we, every man in our own language wherein we were born 7
GoLDEN TExT.-"Ye, shall ?'eceive powe?', when the Holy Spi?'it is
come U1Jon yOt~; (~nd ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the tGttermost part of the ea1'th,"

(Acts 1: 8.)
TIME.-Fifty days after the Passover, probably on the first day of
the week, A.D, 30.
PLAcE,-"The upper chamber" in Jerusalem.
PERSoNs.-Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the disciples, and the multitude;
DEVOTIONAL READING.-John 16: 7-14.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS.June 29. N.
June 80. T.
July 1. W.
July 2. T.
July 8. F.
July 4. S.
'July 5. S.
LESSON

,I.
II.
III.
IV.

The Promise of the Spirit. (Acts 1: 1-11.)
Peter's Testimony. (Acts 2: 22-33.)
The Comforter. (John 14: l5-26.)
The Spirit of Life. (Rom. '8 : 1-11.)
The Omnipresent Spirit. (Ps. 189: 1-10.)
Fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5: 16-26.)
The Office of the Spirit. (John 16: 7-14.)

AN ALYSIS.-

Introductory Thoughts.
Holy Spirit Promised. (Acts 1: 6-9.)
Day of Pentecost. (Acts 2: 1.)
Holy Spirit Given. (Vel'ses 2-4.)
Miraculous Manifestations. (Verses 5-8.)
Practical Suggestions.

INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS
Much confusion exists in the minds of many concerning the Holy
Spirit-his mission, work, and comforting infiuence. The triune God
is spoken of in the Bible as the "Godhead." (Acts 17: 29; Col. 2: 9.)
This includes God, the Father;' Christ, the Son; and the Holy Spirit.
Jehovah God is an intelligent, speaking personality; Jesus, the Christ,
is an intelligent, speaking personality; and the Holy Sph-it is as much
a personality as are God and Christ. The Holy Spirit works, 01' operates, on people in the same way that God and Christ operate upon
them. All three of the members of the Godhead operate on man by
speaking to him. When God spoke to Abraham, and Abraham heard,
believed, and obeyed Jehovah, God operated upon him; when God
spoke to Moses, and Moses did that which Jehovah told him to do, God
operated upon him; when Christ told people what to do while he was
here upon earth, and they did that, Christ operated upon them. So
the Holy Spirit operates on people today by speaking' to them through
the New Testament; and'when they do what ,the Holy Spirit teaches
them to do, they are operated upon by the Holy Spirit. There is no
more mystery connected with the work of the Holy Spirit in conversion and sanctification than there is in God's working, or operating,
upon people.

EXPOSITORY NOTES
I. The Holy Spirit Promised (Acts 1: 6-9)
In the preparatory wOl'k of John the Baptist he told them that
Christ should baptize in the Holy Spirit and in fire. (Matt. 3: 11.)
Jesus promised his disciples that the Holy. Spirit would come to them.
He had told them that he must be crucified, buried, and raised from
the dead, and must ascend back to the Father; that he would be taken
fl'0111 them. This caused them to be SOl'l'owfuI. He then told them
that the Holy Spirit would come and comfort them. He had imposed
upon them the great task of preaching the gospel, or teaching the people what he had taught them. In order to aid them in this work he
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said: "The Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he iOlhall teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that I said unto you." (John 14:26.) Again, Jesus said: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide
you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what
things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare
unto you the things that are to come." (John 16: 13.) After Jesus
had been raised from the dead, he said to his apostles: "I send forth
the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city, until ye
be clothed with power from on high." (Luke 24: 49.) So the Holy
Spirit had been promised to the apostles, and they were waiting for a
fulfillment of that promise.
The office, or work, of the Holy Spirit is threefold. (1) To the immediate disciples of Christ he was a reminder and a revealer; they
spoke and wrote the things pertaining to Christ and his. kingdom as
they were moved by the Holy Sph'it. (2) To the sinful world he is a
convincer and quickener; he is to convince the world of sin and of righteousness and of judgment. (3) To the Christian he is a constant comforter and bears fruit in the heart and life of the child of God.
The program of the work of the apostles, guided by the Holy Spirit,
.is clearly indicated in this Scripture: "And ye shall be my witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." The Holy Spirit would guide the apostles' in
preaching Jesus to the world. They were to begin in Jerusalem, then
they were to go into all Judea and Samaria, and then unto the uttermost parts of the earth. They were to begin preaching where they
were and radiate out from Jerusalem until Judea had been covered
with the knowledge of Christ; next, the country of Samaria was to be
covered; and then the radius should be lengthened until the cirCllmfel'ence should reach to the uttermost parts of the earth.

II. The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 1)
"Pentecost" is a Greek word which means "fiftieth." It was a name
given to a Jewish feast which occurred fifty days after the first day
of the Passover. It was a harvest festival, and was also called the
"feast of the harvest," or the "feast of the first fruits;" and sometimes
it was called the "feast of weeks," because seven weeks were to be
counted after the Passover. "Pentecost" is a New Testament term
for this feast, as it is not found in the Old Testament. Pentecost
came on the first day of the week,' as they were to count "even unto
the morrow after the seventh Sabbath," thus numbering fifty days.
(Lev. 23: 16.) Therefore, Pentecost was the day after "the seventh
Sabbathh from the Passover feast. We know that the Jewish Sabbath
was the seventh day of the week; and as Pentecost was the day after
the Jewish Sabbath, it always fell on the first day of the week.
Since Pentecost came on the first day of the week, and since th., Holy
Spirit descended upon the apostles on Pentecost, and since Pentecost
is the birthday of the cburch, then the Holy Spirit came to earth on
the first day of the week, and the first day of the week is the birthday
of the church. Pentecost was a memorable day for the apostles. They
had waited for it since their Lord's ascension to the Father; they had
been praying- for it, as he had promised a Comforter; they needed a
Comforter, because they were sad at his leaving them. Perhaps they
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visit Jerusalem and keep the feasts. The three annual feasts were
always crowded with Jews from foreign countries. The general belief that the new epoch for the Jews had arrived caused many to return
to Jel'usalem for the great feasts that otllerwise would not have returned.
Though it was early in the morning, yet when the great sound was
heard "the multitude came together;" and when they were gathered
together, they were "confounded, because that every man heard them
speaking in his own language." There were about fifteen different
countries represented by the Jews who had assembled at this time. Each
of these countries had its distinct dialect, or tongue. 'The apostles
were nearly all from Galilee. Galilee was a province in the northern
part of Palestine, and its inhabitants were regarded as possessing very
little culture and used only one dialect; its inbabitants were not supposed to know other languages. The multitude easily recognized all
who were speaking as being Galileans; hence, "they were all amazed
and marveled, saying, Behold, are not all these that speak Galileans 1"
That they should be speaking with divers tongues was an occasion of
amazement and wonder to the multitude. Only those who had been
baptized with the Holy Spirit were speaking; hence, only the apostles
were speaking. The multitude was not baptized with the Holy Spirit
on this day, as the HolySlJirit came upon the apostles before the multitude gathered. The miraculous manifestation of the Holy Spirit at
this time brought the multitude together so that the Holy Spirit
through the apostles could preach the first gospel sennon in its fullness after the ascension of Jesus. Speaking with tongues always accompanied the baptism of the Holy Spirit. God or Christ was -the
administrator of the Holy-Spirit baptism.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS
1. Jehovah had'his dispensation with the patriarchs and the. administration of the law of Moses; Christ had his dispensation on earth
while here in the flesh; now the Holy Spirit has his dispensation while
the church remains on earth.
2. The descent of the Holy Spirit introduced the new dispensation,
which shall continue until the consummation of all things.
3. Pentecost was the birthday of the church, the first day of the
'week, and the fil'st day of the new creation under the power of the Holy
Spirit.
4. The day of Pentecost under the law was the day on which the
Jews gathered their !irst fruits and offered them to Jehovah. The
first fruits of' the church were gathered on this day, and the first sheaf
of the harvest formed the Jerusalem church.
5. Miracles have ceased. The physical creation began in mh'acle and
has been continued by process of law; the spiritual creation, the
church, began with the great miracle 011 Pentecost, but it is perpetuated through spiritual law.
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON
Give the subject.
Repeat the Golden '1'."t,
Give the t ime.
Locate the lllace.
Name the persons.
Give the Lesson Anuly"i •.

1

-'--.

Introductory Thoug).ts
Why so much confusion about the Holy
Spirit?
,What constitutes the Godhead 1
Describe the Holy Spirit.
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INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS
Peter was staying in tIle house of Simon, who was a tanner. His
house was by the seaside. Joppa was on the western coast of the Mediterranean Sea; it W;lS probably the ancient town where Jonah took
ship to flee from the presence of Jehovah. Cornelius had been instructed to send-there for Peter. He did this, and Peter went to .Ces- .
area, where Cornelius lived. Cesarea was about thirty miles north of
Joppa on the Mediterranean Sea. It was the Roman capital of ·Judea.·
Cornelius was the captain of a hundred Italian soldiel's, called "the
Italian band." Cesarea occupies an important place in the Acts of
the . Apostles. It was in Cesarea that Paul appeared before Felix,
Festus, and Agrippa, and was in prison here. Philip, the evangelist,
:resided in Cesarea. (Acts 21: 8.)
The Jewish Ohristians had not understood that Gentiles were to be
accepted into the church before the conversion of Cornelius. Peter·
had stated on the day of Pentecost by the Holy Spirit that the blessings of the gospel were for all, even as many as the Lord our God
should call unto him; but it took a miracle later to convince Peter that
he should go with the message of salvation to the Gentiles. After'
Peter had gone to Cornelius' house, the Jewish Christians brought a
charge against him that he had gone into the house of Gentiles and
had eaten with them. Peter had to answer this charge when he came
back to Jerusalem. They' contended that Peter had gone in and eaten
with the uncircumcised, and that such an act placed him on an equality with them. It is true that Peter had gone into the house of the
Gentile, Cornelius, and had eaten with him. If Peter can justify this
act of his, he can show that the Gentiles may become Ohristians without conforming to Judaism.
.

. EXPOSITORY NOTES
I. Peter's Vision Told to the Other Apostles (Verses :;-10)
In replying to the charge which they had brought against him, Peter
explained why he preached the gospel to the Gentiles. He "expounded
the matter unto th.em in order." (Verse 4.) He was in Joppa,. and at
noon he went up on the housetop to pray. The houses at that time
had flat tops, with battlements around to ' keep anyone from falling
off. This furnished a quiet place"for meditation and prayer. While
Peter wa& on the housetop he had a vision, and he "became hungry,
and desired to eat: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance."
(Acts 10: 9, 10.) He was transported out of himself, and his mind
was drawn off from all surrounding. objects and :fixed on these divine
things, which he saw with his spiritual, not his fleshly, eyes. The
vision was a great sheet let down from heaven by the four cornli\rs
as if fastened by cords; and it came even to him, "let down by four
corners upon the earth." (Acts 10: 11.)
This sheet contained "all manner of four-footed beasts and creeping things of the earth and birds of the heaven." (Acts 10: 12.)
While in this trance, Peter still f elt the force of hunger, and the Lord
said: "Rise, Peter j kill and eat." His hunger was appealed to to
make an impression on him and teach him a lesson. P·eter refused to
eat, not meaning to refuse to obey God, but he declined to gratify his
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appetite by eating anything common or unclean. He meant obedience
to God, for he knew God. had forbidden the eating of certain animals
and fowls, and he did not at first take in the thought that God was
abrogating the law of distinction between the clean and unclean ani'mals. (See Lev. 11; Deut. 14; ACts 15: 27-29.) The voice said to'
him: "What God hath cleansed, make not thou common." This was
done three times, which impressed this truth upon Peter, and corresponded to the three messengers.
Peter was thinking on this vision as to what it meant, for he did
not at first understand it. He was not willing to eat without knowing
that he was pleasing God by his eating. Such a great thing 'as to go
counter to the law of Moses and contrary to his training he would not
do without having sufficient reason for so acting. It would be well
for all today to wait until a "Thus saith the Lord" is found for whatever one may do. It is not enough to point to some custom in religion
or repeat a habit. One should find authority in the word of God for
whatever is done in the name of Christ. Peter rehearsed this vision
to his Jewish brethren for their benefit and to show them that he had
authority for what he had done.
.

II. Commission of the Holy Spirit (Verses 11, 12)
Peter states that he understood the vision to mean that he should
not call any man "common" or "unclean," and therefore he must go
where he is sent with the message of salvation. So while he was refiecting upon these matters, "three men stood before the house" in
which he was lodging; and when inquiry was made of them, it was
learned that they had "been sent from Cesarea" to ask that Peter come
to the house of Cornelius. To confirm Peter in the conclusion that he
had reached, the Holy Spirit said to him:: "Go with them, making no
distInction." He was to make no distinction between Jew and Gentile,
bond and free, ma:e or :fiemale. The blessings of the gospel are for all
alike. God had so arranged it that the messengers from Cornelius
should reach Simon's house in Joppa just at the right time. This reminds us that God had timed Philip's journey to the eunuch just in
time to overtake him.
Peter informed his brethren that he had authority from Christ, or
that he was commissioned by the Holy Spirit, to go to the house of
Cornelius. It ·was God who received the Gentiles into the church, and
now Peter. He was only the means, or instrument, in God's hand to
do this important work. Peter took six Jewish brethren with him to
Cesarea as witnesses. When he returned fromCesarea to Jerusalem,
he took the same six brethren with him as witnesses there. It seems
that he kn.ew his course would be called in question, and he wanted to
have sufficient authority and reason to convince his Jewish brethren.
The Jews thought that God was partial to them (Matt. 3: 7-12) ; but
P-eter had been convinced that this was a mistake, and he must now
correct his Jewish brethren. Peter learned that one does not ha.ve to
become a Jew in order to serve God; "but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him." Go d respects character, not person; he was never a respecter of persons.
Two things are essential to acceptance ·with God-namely, to fear God
and to work righteousness. To fear God is to obey him, and to work
righteousness is to discharge all duties to our fellow men.
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III. Words by Which Cornelius Was Saved (Verses, 13, 14)
It should be remembered that Cornelius was a devout man, that he
feared God with all his house, that he was liberal in helping the POOl',
that he continued in prayer, and that he had seen and talked with an
angel. This angel did not convert Cornelius; the angel did not even
tell him what to do to be saved, but told him to send fOT Peter,. "who
shall speak unto thee words, whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all
thy house." Peter was to take the message of salvation to him .. This
message had been committed to the apostles, and from them COl'nelius
must learn it. These "words" were the gospel, showing COl'nelius how
he and his household should believe in and obey Chl'ist to be saved.
He feared God; he must also believe in Jesus; hence, his faith must
come through hearing the word of God. Cornelius was a good man,
but he was not a saved man; he was a religious man, but 110t a saved
man; he was a praying man, but not a saved man. He had to hear
words by which he should be saved.
The gospel was TI.Tst preached to the Jews, and this ol'der was maintaIned by the apostles. (Acts 13: 46.) Jesus is "the Prince of Peace,"
and the gospel is "the gospel of peace;" it breaks down the middle wall
of paTtition between Jew and Gentile, and all are to be saved upon the
same terms of the gospeL These facts should be remembeTed: (1)
Remission of sins is through the name of Jesus; ·(2) it is promised to
those only who believe on Christ; (3) and this promise is to everyone,
Jew or Gentile. The words by which Cornelius and his household
were to be saved are the same words by which aU must be saved today;
they are the same words that Peter preached on the day of Pentecost,
and they are the same words that all faithful preachers of the gospel
pTeach today. We learn the following: (1) All are requiTed to believe
in Jesus as the Christ of God; (2) that this faith comes by hearing the
word of God (Acts 15: 7); (3) that they must Tepent (Acts 11: 18);
and (4) that all must "be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ." Nq
vision or miraculous manifestation in the case of Cornelius released
him from any obligation to obey God; they all confirmed the truth and
impressed the necessity of obedience to the gospeL

IV. The Holy Spirit FeU On Them Cyerses 15-18)
As Petel' was speaking to the household o.f Cornelius, 11e was interrupted by the outpouring of the :S:oly Spirit on Cornelius and his
friends. This was the baptism of the Spirit, "poured out" upon the
Gentiles by the Lord, as upon the apostles "at the beginning," and,
the1'efore, as it had never been pOUTed on any except the apostles on
Pentecost. There al'e but two occurrences of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit 1'ecorded in the New Testament-namely, on the day of Pentecost and at the house of COI'nelius. The baptism of the Holy Spirit
was a great miracle, and was the fullest measure or greatest gift of
the Spirit b.estowed upon men. Miraculous gifts of the Spirit were
not baptisms of the Spirit. Miraculous gifts, 01' meaSU1'es, of the
Spirit, which wel'e bestowed by imposition of hands, must be distinguished from tIle baptism of the Spirit, which was "poured out" by
the Lord directly f1'om heaven. Again, the baptism of the Spirit and
the miraculous measures, or gifts, of the Spirit must be distinguished
from that ordinary measure, or gift, which all who obey God l'eceive.
(Acts 2: 38; 5: 32.)
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The baptism of the Spirit was not to convert people or to bring to
them the knowledge of the remission of their sins. The apostles were
Christians before they were baptized of the Spirit, and the Samarita11S
had received the gospel and had been baptized some time before they
received the miraculous gift of the Spirit (Acts 8: 14-17); so with
those at Ephesus (Acts 19: 1-7). In none of these cases was the
miraculous gift of the Spirit connected' with the remission of sins.
Cornelius and his household were baptized with the Holy Spirit be:for~
they were "baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus" to convince the
Jews present and those at Jerusalem later that God had accepted the
Gentiles and they should be allowed to obey the gosp~l and be received
into the church. .Therefore, Peter at once said: "Can any man fOTbid
the water, that these should not be baptized, who have l'eceived the
Holy Spirit as well as we?" (Acts 10: 47.) Even the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, or any other miracle, could not release Cornelius and cannot release one now (should such miracles occur) from the necessity of
obeying God in baptism. Being baptized with the Spirit was not necessary to prepare one for baptism in water; neither did the baptism of
the Holy Spirit set aside the importance of obedience to God in baptism.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS
1. Prejudice and preconceived opinions often blind one against the
truth. Many today fail to understand the truth because of prejudice.
2. It is difficult to get over early training; hence the importance of
parents training their children in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.
3. The Holy Spirit fell on Comelius as it did on the apostles on the
day of Pentecost. It was probably ten years from Pentecost to the
conversion of Cornelius; yet no' case like that on Pentecost or at the
house of Cornelius had occurred during this time.
4. There is nothing that can release one from obedience to the gospel; even the baptism of the Holy Spirit elid not release Cornelius from
being baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
5. Goodness out of Christ cannot save one. The chief of sinners,
Saul of Tarsus, and the good man, Cornelius, have to opey the gospel
in order to be saved.
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON
Give the subj ect.
Repeat the Golden Text.
Give the time.
Locate the place.
Name the persons.
Give the Lesson Analysis.
Introductory Thoughts

Where was Pete:r 1
Where was Joppa?
Where was Cesarea?
What great events took place at Cesarea?
What misunderstanding did the Jews
have of the gospel?

What accusation was brought against
Peter?
How did he defend himself 1
Peter's Vision T()ld to the OtherApostles

What charge had they brought against
Peter?
What did he expound unto them?
What had he seen?
What is a "trance 1"
Wha t was in this sheet?
What command was given him 1
Wby di~ be l'efuse to eat 7
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