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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Michael Hatcher

Michael Hatcher: Preacher Bellview Church of Christ http://www.bellviewcoc.com 
August 1994 to present · Pensacola, Florida. Preacher of the Gospel since the mid 1970s. 
Preached for the Bellview Church of Christ since 1994. While with Bellview, edited 
monthly publication "Defender," and weekly bulletin "Beacon." Directed the Bellview 
Annual Lectureship since 1995 along with editing the book of the lectures. 

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them pick up their copy today. Use this link to direct them to our page.
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

Don't forget you can pick up copies of the Journey and the Journey Continues 
below. These make great teaching tools and best of all are affordable. Follow 
Larry on his journey and help others to find Christ at thew same time. 

The Journey
The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. 

Paperback Click here 
Kindle Version Click here

The Journey Continues
Paperback Click Here 

Kindle Version Click here

How To Establish Bible Authority

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

There is no more important question to ask when studying the Bible than “how 
do we establish Bible authority?” It is a question about which there is much 
disagreement in the modern religious world including the Church of Christ. In 
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this article we simply want to look at the Bible to seek the answer to this most 
important question.

The Need for Bible Authority

1. We are commanded to do everything in the name of Jesus Christ. The apostle 
Paul wrote in Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” To 
do everything in the name of Christ means to do everything by his authority. In a
similar passage the apostle Paul told the Corinthians to be careful “not to think 
beyond what is written” (1 Cor. 4:6). Both of these passages suggest the great 
importance of having Bible authority for what we practice in religion.

2. Examples that suggest the importance of having authority for what we do. 
There are many examples of men in the Bible who acted without having 
authority from God and they paid the price for their disobedience. One such 
example is Cain. Cain and his brother Abel both offered sacrifices to God (Gen. 
4:3-4). God accepted Abel’s sacrifice, but he rejected Cain’s sacrifice (Gen. 4:4b-
5). The reason God accepted Abel’s sacrifice was that it was offered by faith 
(Heb. 11:4). This means that Abel obeyed God’s instructions for offering the 
sacrifice. Cain did not follow God’s instruction and his sacrifice was rejected. 
Nadab and Abihu also acted without God’s authority and were destroyed. The 
text says that they offered “profane fire which the Lord had not commanded” 
(Lev. 10:1). These are just a couple of the examples that suggest the importance 
of having authority for what we do.

Ways We Don’t Establish Bible Authority

1. We don’t establish authority by the silence of the Scriptures. Some believe 
that one way to establish authority is by the silence of the Scriptures. Some have 
said that where the Scriptures are silent that we are free to act. Some have 
written tracts and delivered sermons on what to do when there is no pattern. We
must understand, however, that the silence of the Scriptures is not a means by 
which we establish authority. The silence of the Scriptures is not permissive. The
Hebrew writer argued that Jesus could not serve as a priest under the law of 
Moses, not because the Scriptures said that he couldn’t, but because it never 
authorized it. Listen to the words of the Hebrew writer, “For it is evident that our
Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning the 
priesthood” (Heb. 7:14). Some of our brethren today still act like the silence of 
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Scripture is permissive. I hear brethren asking questions like “where does the 
Scripture say that we can’t do this or that?” When we ask questions like this we 
are asking the wrong question. We need to be asking “Where does the Scripture 
authorize it?”
 
2. We do not establish authority by expediency. Some brethren want to list 
expediency as a means for establishing authority. An expedient is simply a 
means or method that one may use to accomplish a goal. We must recognize that
for a thing to be an expediency it must first be lawful or authorized. Paul made 
this point in 1 Corinthians 6:12 when he said, “All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought 
under the power of any.” We cannot claim an addition to God’s word or a 
substitution for God’s way as an expedient and think that it is then authorized.

3. We do not establish authority in a way different from first century 
Christians. Many of our liberal brethren are now calling for a new hermeneutics.
We are told that the old hermeneutics is outdated and we need one for the 
twentieth century. We must recognize that Jesus and God have not changed 
(Heb. 13:8). We must establish authority today in the same way that the first 
century Christians did.

Three Ways to Establish Bible Authority

1. Direct Statement/Command. The first way that we can establish Bible 
authority is by direct command. This is when the Bible directly makes a 
statement or a positive command. One example of a direct command would be 
the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost. Peter directly told the people to 
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
All three ways to establish authority can be illustrated by the Lord’s supper. The 
observance of the Lord’s supper is authorized by direct command or precept. 
Jesus directly commanded the observance of the Lord’s supper in Matthew 26 
when he said, “take eat; this is My body” and “drink from it, all of you.” Paul also
directly commanded the observance of the Lord’s supper in 1 Corinthians 11:25. 
We can also find all three ways of establishing authority illustrated in the 
controversy of Acts 15 over circumcision. James in discussing the subject of 
circumcision of Gentiles appealed to a direct statement of Scriptures. He quoted 
from Amos 9:11-12 (Acts 15:16-17). After appealing to direct statement James 
had established that “we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who 
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are turning to God” (Acts 15:19).

2. Example. The second way we want to look at to establish authority is by an 
example.  

An example can also be illustrated by the Lord’s supper. We know the time of its 
observance because we have an example of early Christians observing the Lord’s 
supper. In Acts 20:7 Luke records, “and upon the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread” (Acts 20:7). We do not have a direct 
command telling us to take the Lord’s supper on the first day of the week, but we
find this example of early Christians coming together on Sunday for that 
purpose. We also find an approved example appealed to in Acts 15 to help solve 
the circumcision problem. Peter and Barnabas “declared how many miracles and
wonders God had worked among the Gentiles” (v.12). This is a case of 
establishing authority by an example. God had approved the work of Paul and 
Barnabas in converting Gentiles by the miracles and wonders he performed 
through them. These examples proved that God approved the salvation of the 
Gentiles and that circumcision should not be bound on them.

3. Implication. The third and final way of establishing authority we want to 
discuss is implication. Implication is found in Acts 15. Peter related to the 
brethren at Jerusalem how God had acknowledged the Gentiles by giving 
them the Holy Spirit (v. 8). Peter then concluded or inferred that God 
“made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith” 
(v.9). These are the only three ways that we can find in the Scriptures for 
establishing Bible authority. 

Also we can imply in the process of becoming a Christian, Saul of Tarsus 
repented of his sins. Yet, the Scriptures never state that Saul repented. 
How do we know he repented? Because to become a Christian, one must 
repent. Saul became a Christian, therefore we know that Saul repented of 
his sins.

4.
Two Kinds Of Authority — Specific And Generic

1. Specific Authority. Specific authority is when God has specified what he wants
us to do, or the method we are to use in obeying him. Specific statements 
exclude everything outside of that which is specified. The silence of God 
prohibits the use of anything other than that specified. The silence of God does 
not permit. The type of wood that Noah was to use in building the ark is an 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 7



example of specific authority. God specified gopher wood but did not specify any
other types of wood (Gen. 6:14). Because God did not authorize any other types 
of wood, they are excluded.  The elements of the Lord’s supper is another 
example of specific authority. God has specified the elements of the Lord’s 
supper are to be unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine. This excludes the 
use of any other elements on the Lord’s table. The New Testament specifies that 
we are to sing in worship to God (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Since God specified 
singing but God didn't authorize any other kind of music like instrumental music
or humming.

2. Generic Authority. Generic authority is when God has not specified the action 
or method by which we are to obey a command. In the case of generic authority 
we may use any action or method that comes within the realm of the general 
command. The most common example of generic authority is the command to 
go teach the world (Mark 16:16; Matt. 28:19-20). In the great commission God 
commanded us to go and teach the world, but he did not specify the method we 
are to use when we go. Therefore, we are free to use any method that falls within 
the general command to go. We may go by car, airplane, bus, or we may walk. All
of these are authorized because they are all means of going. God commanded us 
to sing in worship (Eph. 5:19). God did not specify what part we are to sing or 
whether we are to sing by book or from memory. We are, therefore, free to 
choose what part we are going to sing and whether or not we are going to use a 
book, or what book we are going to use. When we make these decisions, we are 
still obeying the command to sing. This is not parallel to instrumental music. 
God specified singing, and instrumental music is another kind of music.
Conclusion
There is no more important question than “how do we establish Bible 
authority?” We need to be sure that we are teaching the younger generations 
these basic principles. I believe that most of the doctrinal problems in the Lord’s 
church could be solved if we simply learned how to establish Bible authority and 
then learned to respect what God authorized.
False Standards of Authority

The only standard of authority for the church of Christ is the words of Christ and
the apostles as revealed in the New Testament. However, from time to time, we 
hear various "false standards" advanced as authority for certain acts. Sectarians 
have been using these "standards" all along. It is not difficult to find brethren 
aping them. Acting on the basis of anyone of these "standards" would be 
unlawful. Notice now a brief discussion of some false standards:
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Does Good-Must Be Right

We often hear people say of some religious practice: "It does good, or it is good, 
therefore it must be right (lawful, scriptural). This is the theory that the end 
justifies the means. We cannot do "evil" (unscriptural things) that good may 
result. (Rom. 3:3-8.) To be scriptural or lawful a thing must be good, but not all 
morally good things are right for the church to do. Mechanical music is right in 
the home; but not in the church. Ham is good at the breakfast table, but not on 
the Lord's Table. Too, some things may be right for an individual or a secular 
institution to do and not lawful for the church to perform. The P.T.A. or some 
civic club might have an auction or a box supper, but it would not be right 
(scriptural) for the church to engage in such practices. One man argued with me 
that the Nazarene church must be right (lawful), because of the good it was 
doing and the growth it was making. He was using this false "standard." Because
some human institution does a "good work" does not mean that it is right for the
church to do this thing. Schools, P.T.A.'s, and other human institutions have 
human authority for their practices. We must have Divine authority for our 
practices in the church.

Great, Wise Men Favor This

Denominational people often quote some "great" religious leader to prove their 
point. When, for example, shown from the Bible that baptism is immersion, they
quote Barnes, and Clarke, or some other scholar to "prove" that these great men 
taught differently and then they will say, "Do you think you are smarter than 
these men?" They are using a false "standard." Our faith must not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (1 Cor. 2:5.) There has been only one 
Who didn't make mistakes--Jesus Christ. Even Peter, an apostle, practiced error 
at one time. (Gal. 2:1lff.) We should never have so much confidence in one man 
or group of men, but that we can remain faithful to God even though they go 
astray. Brethren are often found using this "standard" by saying:

The Practice of Brethren

"Faithful brethren" have practiced this for many years. The statements of the 
"pioneers," of even some more recent persons, or the activities of some 
congregation are often cited as authority. One can "prove" the Missionary 
Society "right" by such pioneers as Campbell, Lard, and McGarvey. Practices of 
churches today can be "proved" right and wrong by the writings of preachers 
now alive. Some practices can be "proved" right and wrong in the writings of the 
same man. Men change: Our faith should not stand in them. Some things may 
be wrong, but if practiced consistently for a long period of time become 
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traditions. The Book of God warns against this. (Matt. 15:1-14; Col. 2:8.) 
Suppose a man or a congregation has practiced something for as many years as 
they can remember. Does that make the practice right? No-- emphatically! The 
authority of God is the only thing that makes a religious practice right. Have you 
noticed that when brethren use this false "standard" they are begging the 
question? When one says that "faithful" brethren have practiced a certain thing, 
that is assuming the thing to be proved. Were the brethren "faithful" in 
practicing the particular thing? Again: Our faith must not stand in the wisdom of
men--not even our brethren.

Rather Do Wrong Than Nothing

When those of us who are content to do God's work in God's way speak out 
against some practice of our brethren we often hear this false "standard": "I had 
rather do wrong than do nothing at all." Inactivity is not right, to be sure. One 
who makes this statement is guilty of fallacious reasoning. He is assuming that 
the only choices are wrong or nothing. This is not true. We have the choice of (1) 
doing nothing and being wrong, (2) doing wrong, or (3) doing right. Of course 
we should do the latter.

Denominations Are Doing It

Sometimes when contemplating the doing of something, brethren will say: "The 
denominations are doing this and we need to do it," or "We must make a good 
impression on the people of our community." God's people have always been 
warned about pride, and trying to please men rather than God. If in pleasing 
God, it pleases men--good, but we are not to please men at the expense of 
displeasing God. (1 Thess. 2:4; Gal. 1:10.) The Old Testament was written for our
learning. We can learn from Israel the danger of wanting to be like the "nations 
about us." To have a building, radio program, orphanage, hospital, or an 
advertising program because the denominations have something similar (and 
usually much better, so far as the mechanics of the thing is concerned) is to act 
by false authority.

Let those of us who have named the name of Christ be content to do God's will 
not on the authority of any of these "standards." They, in and of themselves, are 
not sufficient reason or us to do anything. Let us do God's will because GOD 
WANTS IT THAT WAY.

Till next we meet
God bless
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This is a new website created to expose the Compromised/liberal teaching
institutions that claim affiliation with the church. The following is from our

home page and you will find a link to the site at the end.

The Shipwreck of Colleges and Schools of Preaching

For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3).

Click Here to visit our site.

Contending For The Faith Radio
Click Here to Listen Now
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REVISITINNG “THE MAN OR THE PLAN”
DISCUSSION Pt.2

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Response and Conclusion

No one can believe the Bible and not believe in salvation by grace. However, 
liberals cannot find even a hint of “grace only” doctrine in Scripture as some 
now teach, though some of them may have seventeen terminal degrees. While 
contemporary change agents got it from Moser and his generation, Moser did 
not originate it. Its roots reach all the way back to John Calvin’s theology from 
the sixteenth century. 

If salvation is by grace alone, then why are not all saved? God wills that all men 
be saved (1 Tim. 2:4), and His saving grace has appeared to all men (Tit. 2:11). 
Yet, the Lord said that few will be saved (Mat. 7:13–14). As Whiteside described 
Moser’s doctrine, the “grace only” doctrine quoted above is little more than 
thinly disguised universalism. 

Some of the liberals, unlike strict Calvinists, at least concede (in their modified, 
semi-Calvinism) the requirement of faith in the sinner. However, by stating the 
necessity of the “work” of belief (the Lord thus labeled it, John 6:28–29), they 
unravel their entire “grace only, no works, no conditions, no law” heresy. To 
allow even one condition undercuts their “grace only” premise utterly. 

One verges on irrationality to contend simultaneously for two “exclusive” factors
of salvation. One who says in the same breath that salvation is “by grace plus 
nothing,” then adds “by faith period,” and further pontificates that “there is 
nothing you can do to be saved” needs a caregiver. “Grace plus nothing” excludes
faith. “Faith period” excludes grace. And if man can do nothing to be saved, who 
does the believing? 

I saw a denominational billboard a few years ago with three statements on it:

Grace Only!

Faith Only!
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Scripture Only!

Although I laughed when I saw it, in truth, these words expressed a tragic 
misconception and impossibility. One expects such from Protestant 
denominational sources, for it has been their stock-in-trade since Luther and 
Calvin. However, I am still shocked when those who are members of “Churches 
of Christ” preach such heresy. Salvation is neither by grace only nor faith only; 
and if one takes Scripture only he will know better than to trumpet either of the 
former salvation “only” claims.

The charges are false that any of us are “afraid of grace,” that we do not believe 
in it, or that we do not understand, preach, or emphasize it. All who preach “the 
whole counsel of God” both believe in it and preach it. Every sermon that 
mentions the Christ, the church, the cross, inspiration, repentance, Heaven, 
Hell, and even baptism and the law of Christ, declares and emphasizes the grace 
of God. Rather than excluding all of the foregoing (and many other matters, 
including works of obedience on our part), God’s grace and mercy includes 
them. The problem liberals have with faithful brethren is not that we do not 
preach grace, but that we do not preach their perversion of it. 

Scriptural emphasis includes “the Man and the plan.” Men who choose one in 
favor of the other are apostates. Our Lord, by self-imposed limitation, 
cannot/does not save apart from His plan (Acts 20:32; Rom 1:16; 2 The. 1:7–9; 
Tit. 2:11–3:5; et al.). The plan is but a lifeless, powerless, human instrument 
apart from the crucified, risen, enthroned Savior.  There is no such thing as 
“grace only” salvation. Salvation is free in that we cannot earn or merit it. 
However, it is not free from the standpoint of God-given conditions men must 
meet to receive it. 

[NOTE: The foregoing MS was originally written as an “Editorial Perspective” 
for and published in the May 2004 issue of THE GOSPEL JOURNAL, of which I 
was editor at the time.]
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Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide vaiety of  topics and passages

http://thescripturecache.com

Click Here
My Goal in publishing this site is to bring the gospel Good News to as many people as I 

can. I hope you will find yourself at home here and that you will be able to learn the 
truth and apply it to your life. 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 14

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom
http://thescripturecache.com/


“Why Marvel Ye At This?”

Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, Okla.

That personnel of the Sunset School of Preaching would endorse Terry Rush’s 
error regarding the Holy Spirit in 1998, came as no marvel to those who have 
observed Sunset’s teaching for several decades. As far back as 1968, Richard 
Rogers denied that Holy Spirit baptism was only for the apostles. He wrote,

Read carefully Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-9, 15-17; John 
1:32-34; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5, 8; 2:1-4, 14-21, 33, 38-39.
The thesis of this author, based on the preceding verses, is that the 
statement, “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit” is simply the 
promise of the outpouring of the Spirit by Jesus on the day of Pentecost
one time for all, henceforth available for all men whom God calls 
through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). The Spirit then empowered 
whom he willed to the degree he willed. (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). 
(Richard Rogers, A Study of The Holy Spirit of God, [MS], Sunset 
School of Preaching, 1968, p. 45).

Referring to John’s statement regarding Holy Spirit baptism in Matthew 3, 
Rogers claims, “This passage makes it clear that Jesus would baptize more than 
twelve men with the Holy Spirit.” (p. 45). Considering his position on the Holy 
Spirit 50 years ago, it should have come as no shock that he endorsed Terry 
Rush’s error 20 years ago.

Some objections considered.
In Acts 1:4-5 and John 14-17 the promise of the Holy Spirit was given to
the apostles and to the apostles alone. Therefore, we are wrong in 
enlarging the promise.
It is quite true that the immediate hearers of the above verses are the 
apostles, but this does not necessarily limit the promise to them any 
more than the books of Corinthians, Thessalonians, Philippians are 
limited to those to whom they are addressed. 
...The above objection is successful only if all the other verses on the 
subject limit it to the twelve, but this is not the case. Luke 3:15-17 
cannot be so understood as to apply only to the twelve. If only the 
twelve (eleven at the time of Acts 1:4-5 and John 14-17) were promised 
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the gift, then Matthias, Paul, and the household of Cornelius did not 
receive it, and Joel did not promise it to all flesh. Imagine Jesus 
seeking to limit the promise to twelve when he had already inspired 
Joel to promise it to all flesh (Rogers, pp. 53-54).

John’s statement in Luke 3:15-17 was to a mixed multitude of people. It was a 
general promise and statement of a future occurrence that did not address 
particular recipients. If John’s general statement meant that Holy Spirit baptism
wasn’t limited to the apostles, logic decrees that the baptism of fire is unlimited 
as well. The obvious import of John’s statement is that some of those in his 
audience would receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit and others would receive a
baptism of fire. It’s a poor rule that won’t work both ways. John presented the 
thesis—a general statement concerning Holy Spirit baptism. It remained for 
Jesus to narrow and develop that thesis and apply it only to the apostles. John’s 
statement applied to a certain class of persons and Jesus designated that class - 
his apostles. (John 14-17; Acts 1:2-5, 8).

The argument is specious that says, “If only the twelve (eleven at the time of Acts
1:4-5 and John 14-17) were promised the gift” it wouldn’t have applied to 
Matthias and Paul. Holy Spirit baptism certainly could and did apply to all who 
were Christ’s apostles. Jesus’ promise in John 14-17 and Acts 1:4-5 was made to 
his apostles—those who had been chosen and prepared, and through whom all 
truth would be revealed (John 16:13). That included the apostle Paul who was 
“one born out of due time” (1 Cor. 15:8, cf. Gal. 1:11-12). Holy Spirit baptism had 
a singular purpose—to empower the apostles to recall the words of Jesus and to 
be guided into all further truth (John 14:26; 16:13). Moreover, Rogers assumes 
that Cornelius received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. If he did, then he knew 
everything Peter knew by inspiration and had no need for Peter to tell him 
“words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved” (Acts 11:14). 

If Holy Spirit baptism was for all men, we still live in an age of revelation, for 
that was the sole purpose of Holy Spirit baptism. Moreover, revelation required 
inspiration and that required miraculous confirmation. Holy Spirit baptism was 
not promised to “all men” in 33 A.D, 1968, 1998, or 2018.
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“GOD HEARETH NOT SINNERS”

Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida 

John 9:31

INTRODUCTION

The disciples come to Jesus with a simple, yet not so simple request. “And it 
came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of 
his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples” (Luke 11:1). They had seen the importance that Jesus had placed on 
prayer in His life. He was often found in prayer, and especially at any major 
event in His life. When Jesus was baptized He prayed (Luke 3:21); before 
choosing His apostles (Luke 6:12-13) He spent the whole night in prayer; at the 
transfiguration (Luke 9:29) He was praying; He prayed when He raised Lazarus 
from the dead (Luke 11:41). Jesus is often found in prayer just before his death: 
in connection with His death upon the cross He was found in prayer (John 
12:20-28); in the very shadow of the cross He prayed for Himself, His disciples, 
and all believers (John 17); He prayed in behalf of Peter (Luke 22:31-34); when 
He instituted His Supper (Mat. 26:26-29); and His three fervent prayers in the 
Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-45). Upon the cross His first words were a 
prayer (Luke 23:34); still upon the cross (Mat. 27:46); and at the end of the 
ordeal (Luke 23:46). Prayer characterized His life. Thus, the disciples request, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.”

One of the great privileges of being a Christian is that we have the same right of 
prayer as Jesus had available to Him. While it possibly is not something we take 
advantage of as we should, it is still a wonderful gift which God has given unto 
us. L. O. Sanderson stated it correctly in the words of the song: Pray All The 
Time when he wrote, “The world has lost the right of prayer, And saints have 
failed to pray; What loss sustained beyond repair! How blind of heart are they!”

PRAYER’S POWER

James explicitly states the power which prayer possesses when he writes, 
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (Jam. 
5:16). The idea behind availeth is that it has power, is able, or can do its 
intended purpose. Then Inspiration adds that it avails much, not just a little. 
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One way God informs us of the power of prayer is by examples He gives us.
James gives us the example of Elijah. “Elias was a man subject to like passions 
as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit” (Jam. 5:17-18). Elijah 
(Elias) was the same (like passions) as we are. Notice the great power of prayer 
in his life. He prayed for it not to rain, and it did not rain for a period of three 
and a half years. He then prayed for rain, and it rained. One important point in 
this is that there was no miracle involved in all of this. Everything which 
happened was purely natural. There was great power in Elijah’s prayer, even as 
there is in the prayers of any righteous man today, in exactly the same way as 
Elijah’s—through the providential working of God.

Abraham and Abimelech the king of Gerar would testify to the power of 
prayer. When Abraham dwells in Gerar, he withholds vital information from 
Abimelech concerning Sarah, his wife; only saying she was his sister. The failure 
to inform Abimelech concerning their marital status was wrong, causing 
Abimelech to take Sarah to be his wife. However, God intervened in this prior to 
Abimelech coming near her, and his actions were done in the innocency of his 
heart. God tells Abimelech to return Sarah to Abraham. We then find the power 
of pray. “Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall
pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that 
thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine” (Gen. 20:7). Because of the 
power of a righteous man’s pray, Abimelech would not die, however failure to 
pray would have resulted in Abimelech’s death. Prayer possessed preeminent 
power.

Space forbids us to discuss all the different men and women of faith who prayed 
to God and the wonderful power which prayer brings. However, consider and 
study on your own the power of prayer in the lives of David as he records God’s 
deliverance because of his prayers in 2 Samuel 22:1-7, along with other times. 
God spared the rebellious Israelites destruction in the wilderness because of the 
prayers of Moses (Exo. 32; Num. 14). Think of Samson and when he was sore 
athirst and prayed; God provided water for him (Jud. 15:18-19). Also at the end 
of his life, he prays for strength and receives it (Jud. 16:28-30). Look at the 
power of prayer in the life of Hannah, who prayed for a man-child and God 
provided (1 Sam 1). Or consider Daniel, who because of prayer was cast into a 
den of lions, but God shut the lion’s mouth (Dan. 6). And certainly Jesus is our 
perfect example in this area as He is in all areas of life. Often Jesus prayed and 
the Father heard and answered His prayers. At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus said, 
“Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me 
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always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me” (John 11:41-42). While there are many other examples 
these are sufficient to show the power of prayer in the lives of the faithful. 
However, let us consider a few of the ways prayer is powerful.

Prayer gives strength and comfort. Even an atheist prays in times of trouble 
for the comfort that it will bring. It was said that there are no atheists in foxholes
and that everyone prayed in them. The reason is simple, the comfort and 
strength that prayer brings. What greater comfort and strength could one have 
than the opportunity to take everything to God in prayer. “Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). Knowing He cares for us, brings 
great comfort and strengthens us against whatever may come.

Closely associated with the previous is that prayer will bring peace to ones life. 
Paul writes, “Be careful for nothing [In nothing be anxious—ASV]; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phi. 4:6-7). We all have 
difficulties in life, but in prayer we have the right to take those problems to our 
God. Then we can let God take care of them knowing He cares for us. The result 
is that we do not have to be anxious or troubled with cares.

Prayer will stop sin, even as sin will stop prayer. When the faithful pray, part of 
that prayer will be concerning sin. They will be confessing sin within their life. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Notice also the emphasis 
Jesus placed on this in the example prayer he gave. “Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven....And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Mat. 6:9-13). The very fact that we
are praying these sentiments will help us to stop sin in our lives. Our minds will 
be centered on living as God wills, and ending sin in our lives. However, when 
we decide to live in rebellion to God’s will, we will stop praying.

Prayer will bring us closer to God and things spiritual. Again, like the 
preceding, when we pray our minds are brought into harmony with God and 
spiritual matters. This not only serves the purpose of bringing us closer to God 
and spiritual matters when we pray, but also will do this for our entire life.
Prayer will alter what would be. What a marvelous thought, that our prayers 
will effect the God of heaven to such an extent, that He through providential 
means will change what would be. We observe this with Moses’ praying for the 
rebellious Israelites. God had determined to destroy them, however through 
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Moses’ prayers, God spared them. It is also observed in Elijah’s prayer that it not
rain and it did not rain; then his prayer for rain and  it rained. The God of the 
universe hears the prayers of the faithful. “O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee 
shall all flesh come” (Psa. 65:2).

However, there are some whom God will not hear. The man healed of blindness 
said the words of our title: “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but 
if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth” (John 
9:31). What a sad situation: that the God of heaven will not hear the sinner’s 
prayer. However, some do not accept what the blind man said. We will spend the
rest of this chapter proving the truth of what the blind man who had been healed
stated.

GOD HEARS THE RIGHTEOUS

Since we have previously discussed James’ comment relating to the power of 
prayer, we also should note whom James says has that power. “Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (Jam. 5:16). James, 
by inspiration, clearly states that the righteous man’s prayers are heard. There is 
no mention of prayers by someone other than a righteous man.

The wise man (wiser still because he wrote by inspiration of God) stated, “The 
LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous” (Pro. 
15:29). Again it is specifically stated the righteous man’s prayer is heard by God. 
However, at this point we also begin seeing God’s relation to the wicked (the 
man who is not righteous); God is far from that man. Being far would indicate to
us (especially if this is antithetic parallelism) that God would not hear the 
wicked man’s prayer.

Peter reveals much the same thing when he writes, “For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil” (1 Pet. 3:12). The Lord’s ears are open to 
prayers of the righteous. We again learn the Lord’s response to those who are 
not righteous, those who do evil. God is against them or He disapproves of them,
thus He would not hearken to their prayers.

We also need to know who the righteous man is. John answers clearly for us by 
saying, “Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is 
righteous, even as he is righteous” (1 John 3:7). Part of God’s nature is that of 
righteousness. We can possess the same nature as God (2 Pet. 1:4). We can be 
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righteous by doing righteousness. What is the doing of righteousness? The 
Psalmist said, “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments 
are righteousness” (Psa. 119:172). Since God’s commands are righteousness, 
when we do God’s commands then we are righteous. Paul puts it this way. “For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,  The just 
shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:16-17). The righteousness of God is revealed in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Thus, when we do the gospel of Christ or obey the gospel, 
then we will be righteous as our God is righteous. Putting it another way the 
person who, after hearing the Word of God, believes (Heb. 11:6), repents of his 
sins (Acts 17:30), confesses his faith in Jesus as God’s Son (Rom. 10:10), and is 
baptized in water for the remission of his sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38), and then 
lives according to God’s Word (1 Cor. 15:58) is the man who is righteous. This is 
the man who when he prays, God hears.

GOD’S NATURE

One of the attributes of God is that He is holy. There are more passages that 
speak of this nature of God than any other part of His character. “He sent 
redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and
reverend is his name” (Psa. 111:9). “The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and 
holy in all his works” (Psa. 145:17). When Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on His 
throne, he also saw the seraphims: “And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, 
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isa. 6:3). 
John reveals: “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and 
they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” (Rev. 4:8). When 
Peter calls upon all men to be holy, he states that it is because that is God’s 
nature. “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:15-16). He 
quotes what is written in and what the theme of Leviticus is.

What is holiness? The basic etymology of the word is “apart from the earth.” It 
came from the altars which were built apart from the earth. God had 
commanded that altars be built on stilts or legs so they would be separated from 
the earth. These altars were referred to as holy. Holy is applied in the Scriptures 
in two ways: Free of sin, and Dedicated or Consecrated. When used of God, it 
carries the first of these meanings.

God is holy: free of sin. The idea of light as expressed in relation to God is the 
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idea of His being free of sin. John writes, “This then is the message which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). The last phrase is more emphatic in the Greek than 
in the English. The Greek uses a double negative, which is used to give 
emphasis; no, not even one speck of darkness in God. Darkness stands for sin in 
the Bible (John 3:19). Thus when John reveals that there is not any darkness at 
all in God, John is revealing that God does not have any sin: He is free of all sin. 
James expresses the same idea when he writes, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (Jam. 1:17). James 
identifies God as the Father of lights. It is not just that He is the Creator of lights 
(sun, stars, etc.), but that all light comes from His nature for His nature is Light. 
While there is variation with the earthly lights, there is no variation with God. 
Any way, any time you look at God, there is only pure absolute light. There is 
never any darkness (sin) in God.

Since God is without any sin, we also notice that He cannot associate with sin 
because of that holy nature. “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal 
treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that 
is more righteous than he?” (Hab. 1:13). That is why Peter reveals that God’s face
is against those who are in sin. “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them
that do evil” (1 Pet. 3:12). God’s face is turned away from sin, He will not look 
upon it, He will not come into contact with it, He will not hear it. Notice God’s 
response when Israel sinned. “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2). God could have saved, but they separated 
themselves from God. The result was that his face was hid from them and God 
would not hear them. His holy nature could not associate with their sin. This is 
also why we are told repeatedly that sin brings death (Eze. 18:4, 20; Rom. 6:23; 
Eph. 2:1; Jam. 1:15). Death is simply a separation; physical death is a separation 
of body and spirit (Jam. 2:26), and spiritual death is a separation from God. Sin 
brings spiritual death and thus separation from God as expressed in Isaiah. 
Being separated from God in a state of spiritual death, He will not hear the 
sinner who prays.

THE TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE

God gave explicit instructions for the making of first the tabernacle and later the 
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temple. God told Moses concerning the tabernacle: “And look that thou make 
them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount” (Exo. 25:40). The
pattern God showed Moses was a shadow or a type of the church (see Heb. 8-
10). While not going into a detailed study of the wonderful parallel between the 
two, let us notice that which God established.

The tabernacle was surrounded by an outer court. Inside this court on the 
eastern-most end stood the brazen altar or altar of burnt offerings. Just a little 
west of that was the brazen laver used by the priest for various washings. In the 
western part of the court was the tabernacle proper divided into two 
compartments separated by a veil. The first compartment was the holy place in 
which there were three pieces of furniture. On the north side was the table of 
shewbread which had twelve loaves of unleaven bread on it. On the south side 
was the golden candlestick or lampstand. It had a central stem with three curved
branches on each side. Then in front of the veil was the altar of incense or golden
altar. Inside the veil was the most holy place or the holy of holies. It contained 
the ark of the covenant. Inside the ark was the testimony of the Lord and then 
later a pot of manna along with Aaron’s rod that budded. On top of the ark was 
the mercy seat and at each end was a cherub. The cherubim were facing each 
other with their wings stretched forth and covering the mercy seat. This physical 
tabernacle was only temporary and pointed to a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not man.

The true tabernacle concerns the church of our Lord. God established the 
tabernacle to correspond to the church. Let us briefly consider the parallels 
between the tabernacle and the church. The court represents the world; the holy 
place represents the church; and the most holy place is the dwelling place of God
or heaven. The brazen altar, which is in the court, represents the cross where the
Lamb of God shed His blood for man’s sins (Gal. 1:4; Tit. 2:14; Heb. 7:26-27; et 
al). The brazen laver represents baptism where we wash ourselves clean from 
our sins and then are qualified to enter into the tabernacle (Acts 22:16; Eph. 
5:26; Tit. 3:5; et al).

When we enter the holy place (which represents the church) we have three 
pieces of furniture. The first is the candlestick which the priest were to keep 
burning brightly before the Lord. The candlestick apparently has a twofold 
application: the Word of God which gives light to the church (Psa. 119:105, 130; 
2 Cor. 4:4; 2 Pet. 1:19; et al); the light Christians are to have before a darkened 
world (Mat. 5:13-16; Eph. 5:8; Rev. 2:5; et al). On the opposite side was the table
of shewbread which represents the Lord’s supper (Mat. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-
25; 1 Cor. 11:20-29 et al). Then before the veil was the altar of incense. This 
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represents the prayers of the saints. The golden altar was the closest to the 
dwelling place of God; the closest approach to the most holy place. The high 
priest took it into the most holy place when he entered on the day of atonement. 
The Scriptures clearly state that this represents the prayers of the saints. John 
writes, “And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty 
elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints” (Rev. 5:8). Odours as 
translated by the King James means “incense” as translated in the American 
Standard and New King James. Later Inspiration adds: “And another angel 
came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto 
him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which 
came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s 
hand” (Rev. 8:3-4). God placed the altar of incense in the holy place, not in the 
court. The altar represents prayers and the holy place represents the church. 
Thus, prayers can only be by those in the church. To take prayers and place them
in the court (the world) is to violate what God established. Whose prayers does 
God hear? Those who are in the court or those who are in the Lord’s church. No 
one has the right to take that which God placed in the church and apply it to the 
world.

THE APPROACH TO THE FATHER

Jesus was giving comfort to His apostles and He tells them that He is going away
and prepare a place for them and they know the way. Thomas said they did not 
know where He was going or the way. Jesus responded: “I am the way,  the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
There is no way any man can go to the Father except he goes through Christ. 
Paul puts the same principle this way: “For through him we both have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father” (Eph. 2:18). Christ is the way and the only way to 
the Father. The only ones who would thus have that access to the Father are 
those who are in Christ. Those who are not in Christ (Christians) would have no 
way to have access to the Father. Thus, God does not hear a sinner’s prayer.
Closely akin to this, the Hebrews writer states concerning Jesus: “Wherefore he 
is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). Christ makes intercession
for those who have been saved by Him. He does not make intercession for the 
world or those in the world. Yet, if the prayers of those in the world were heard, 
Christ would also be making intercession for them.

OTHER TEACHINGS
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The apostles asked Jesus to teach them to pray. “And it came to pass, that, as he 
was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto 
him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1). Jesus 
then gives the model prayer (what others have erroneously called the Lord’s 
prayer). Our Lord begins that model prayer with these words: “Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name” (Mat. 6:9; Luke 11:2). He taught that we 
are to address our prayers to the Father who is in heaven. Who has God as a 
Father? Only a child of God! Those who are not children of God have Satan as 
their father. Christ stated to the Jews of His day: “Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). A 
person who is outside of Christ does not have the right to call upon the Father in 
heaven because He is not his father. Only a child of God can pray to the Father in
heaven.

Paul teaches that all spiritual blessings are in Christ: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). In heavenly places has reference to the 
church. Thus, all spiritual blessings are in Christ in the church. The same act 
that places one in Christ places one in the church. There are only two passages 
which teach how we get into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27): both state we are 
baptized into Christ. Yet, when one is baptized, God places him in the church 
(Acts 2:41, 47). Thus when one gets into Christ, he is in the church. The question
we are now concerned with is: Is prayer a physical or spiritual blessing? While 
there might be some physical blessings and result associated with prayer, it is 
primarily a spiritual blessing. Thus, if we have the right to take prayer out of the 
church and out of being in Christ, then we have the right to take any spiritual 
blessing out of Christ and the church. Prayer is for those who have qualified 
themselves by becoming a Christian (one who is in the church of Christ). Those 
outside of Christ (who are not members of the church of Christ) have no right of 
prayer.

Peter discusses the husband wife relationship in 1 Peter 3. Specifically he deals 
with wives who are married to an unbelieving husband and how the wife should 
act toward him. He then turns his attention to the husbands and directs them 
how to live with their wives.  He says, “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). How and why could their prayers be hindered? They will 
be hindered when the husband and wife both are not “heirs together of the grace
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of life,” or when both are not Christians. Why are they hindered then? Because 
when the one who is a non-Christian prays, his prayers are not heard by God.

EXCLUSION PRINCIPLE

While the exclusion principle is often misused, there is a proper use of this 
principle. God authorizes by what He says, not by what He does not say. We only
have the right to do that which God authorizes (Mat. 21:23-27; Col. 3:17) 
through the Scriptures. The Scriptures authorize by (1) direct statements, 
(2) implications, (3) examples. When there is no authorization for it, then we 
cannot do it. The Hebrews writer uses this principle to show that Jesus is greater
than the angels. “For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he 
shall be to me a Son?...But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?” (Heb. 1:5, 13). Since God 
never said this to any angel, it shows Christ’s superiority over them. Since God 
does apply it to Jesus and never applies it to angels it excludes angels.

When we consider the law of exclusion in connection with prayer, every 
statement, implication, and example concerning prayer in the Bible, Old and 
New Testament, is applied to the child of God. There is simply no passage that 
applies the privilege or blessing of prayer to anyone other than a child of God. To
take prayer and apply it to anyone other than whom God applies it to is wrong. 
We simply have no right to apply it to anyone but a child of God.

OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED

I Know I have Been Heard

There are some who will proudly boast that they know that their prayers have 
been heard. This relies solely upon ones feelings. This is like the person who 
says: “I know I am saved.” How do they know? Because they feel it in their heart.
However, as we all know, feelings are not a safe guide in religion or anything else
in life.

Joseph’s brothers took his coat of many colors and dipped it in blood. They 
brought the coat to Jacob; Jacob felt that his son had been killed and said he 
would go to his grave morning for his son. However, as we all know, Jacob’s 
feelings were not reliable; Joseph was not dead. Saul (the apostle Paul) had done
many things contrary to the name of Christ. “I verily thought with myself, that I 
ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing 
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I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having 
received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them. And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and 
compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I 
persecuted them even unto strange cities” (Acts 26:9-11). Yet, in spite of all the 
evil Saul had done as he stood before the council he would say, “Men and 
brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day” (Acts 
23:1). Paul had done many things contrary to the cause of Christ, but he did it 
with a good conscience. His conscience (feelings) was not a safe guide, just like 
our feelings are not a safe guide.

The fact that God has been good to one who is not a Christian and certain events 
have transpired in their life that have brought blessings to them rather than the 
continuation of evil and maybe they have prayed about it does not mean that 
God heard or answered those prayers. Consider the words of Jesus: “That ye 
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” 
(Mat. 5:45). All men drink in God’s physical blessings, not just Christians. 
Simply because a person enjoys God’s physical blessings does not mean that God
approves or accepts them, or hears their prayers.

Saul

As we have just noticed Saul was a persecutor and injurious to the way of Christ 
until Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus. Saul went into Damascus 
to submit himself to the will of the Lord. While in Damascus and prior to 
Ananias coming to him: “And he was three days without sight, and neither did 
eat nor drink” (Acts 9:9). When Jesus is speaking to Ananias, He tells him: 
“Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth” (Acts 9:11). Saul 
was not a child of God, yet the Lord told Ananias that he was praying.
This situation is special to say the least of which everyone is in agreement. You 
cannot take a special situation and make it applicable to all. The Lord appeared 
to Saul in a blinding light, should we all expect the Lord to appear to us in a 
blinding light? No, because Saul is a special case. The same would be true of his 
praying. Even if God heard his prayers, we cannot take this special case and 
make it applicable to others.

Simply because God knew that Saul was praying does not mean that God heard 
or accepted that prayer. There is nothing in the context to indicate that God 
heard (accepted) Saul’s prayer. God knew that Saul was in Damascus, that he 
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was fasting, that he was in need of salvation, et al., but that does not mean that 
God accepted him. God knows all things because He is omnipresent: “The eyes 
of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Pro. 15:3). 
However, because God knows all things does not mean that he approves all 
things. When we are speaking of God’s hearing prayers, we are talking about his 
approving or accepting them. While God knew what Saul was doing, does not 
mean that He heard Saul’s prayer in the sense of accepting them.

Since Saul was a Jew, it would have been natural and logical for him to pray. As 
a Jew faithful to the Law of Moses, he would have been expected to pray and had
the right to pray, prior to the Gospel of Christ coming into effect. Saul was 
accustomed to prayer and believed in it. However, it is pure assumption to say 
God heard (accepted or approved) his prayers and an assumption which 
contradicts God’s Word. Even if the assumption is true, it is a special case and 
cannot be applied to anyone else.

Cornelius

The Lord appeared to Cornelius in Acts 10: “And when he looked on him, he was 
afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine 
alms are come up for a memorial before God” (Acts 10:4). The usual approach is 
that Cornelius was not a child of God, Peter was sent to him to show him what to
do to be saved. It was not until later that he obeyed the gospel and became a 
child of God. Thus, we have one who is not a child of God whose prayers are 
heard by God. Thus, some conclude that as long as one is searching for the truth 
that God will hear his prayers. However, this is contrary to all we know in the 
Scriptures. Then, simply because God is faithful to what He says, does not mean 
that God will hear the non-Christians prayer. God has said, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened (Mat. 7:7-8). God being faithful to this promise does 
not mean that He hears the prayers of someone who is not His child.

What was said of Saul can also be said of Cornelius: it is a special case. The 
gospel was for all men everywhere. However, the gospel had not yet been taken 
to the Gentiles. God had established an order to take the gospel into the world. 
“And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47). We see the 
progression as Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
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Now God was showing it is time to take the gospel to the “uttermost part of the 
earth.” Thus God appears to Cornelius and to Peter to show the Gentiles are now
to have the gospel preached to them. Thus this is a special case and cannot be 
applied to anyone else.

It is this author’s conviction that we do Cornelius an injustice. Many boldly state 
that Cornelius was lost and not a child of God: this conclusion may not be 
correct. God says that he is devout which expresses one who has been approved 
by the Law of God. The Record also states that he feared God which indicates 
that he is doing God’s will. From all the information in the Bible concerning 
Cornelius, he was one who was in a right relationship with God. How can this 
be?

Let us consider the three dispensations. The first of those is the Patriarchal 
Period which began at Adam. This is the period in which the oldest father in the 
family served as the prophet (spokesman) for God and as the priest for his 
family (making sacrifices for the sins). If they accepted the law which their 
fathers revealed, then they were approved of God and would have the right of 
prayer. The second period is the Mosaic period. This is the law given to the 
children of Israel at Mount Sinai. It was never given to all mankind but only to 
the Jews. It was added (Gal. 3:19) to the law of Patriarchy. When the Jews were 
faithful to that law of Moses, then they were in a right relationship with God and 
would have the right of prayer. All Gentiles (non-Jews) remained under the 
Patriarchal law while the Jew was under the Mosaic Law.

When Christ died on the cross He abolished, nullified, or did away with both 
laws. The Law of Christ came into being, which is a law given to all mankind. 
The application of what Jesus did was not seen for the Jew until fifty days later 
for the Jew on Pentecost in Acts 2.During those fifty days a Jew would have 
remained in a right relation with God if he remained faithful to the Law of 
Moses. The Law of Christ had not yet taken effect for the Jew until Pentecost. 
The application of what Jesus did was not seen for the Gentile until Cornelius 
(Acts 10). During that time (between Christ’s death and Cornelius) if a person 
was faithful to the Law of God given through the fathers (Patriarchal Law) then 
he would have been in a right relation with God and thus have the right to pray. 
This is the condition we find Cornelius. He was in a right relation with God, 
having the right to pray, because he remained faithful to the Patriarchal Law. 
Now the Law of Christ was coming into effect for the Gentile and he needed to 
hear the Word of Christ and obey it to be saved.

Cornelius’ prayers had come up as a memorial (remembrance) to God of the 
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great promise He had made to Abraham, that all families of the earth would be 
blessed through him (Gen. 12:1-3). Now it was going to be brought to pass, the 
Gentiles will also be blessed through the promised seed of Abraham. Thus, 
Cornelius had the right to pray. He was not a Christian, but he was in a right 
relation to God (a child of God) by being faithful to the law to which he was 
subject: the Patriarchal Law, until the Law of Christ became applicable to him. 
He then had to obey the gospel and become a Christian.

CONCLUSION

We, as Christians, have been given a wonderful gift—the right of having our 
prayers heard by a loving heavenly Father and knowing that He will answer. 
“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 
3:22). Far too few Christians take advantage of the gift God has given to us. 
However, this is a gift that only the Christian has access to. The person who is 
outside of Christ does not have the right to pray.

Sadly there are those who teach that those who are not Christians need to pray 
to become such. Sadly, all those who have been deceived by such teaching along 
with the teachers are going to be lost. God will not hear the sinner’s prayer. To 
be saved one must obey the Truth. Upon one’s obedience to the Doctrine of 
Christ, he then has the right to pray and God will hear.

Click Here

Come visit us on FaceBook get scriptural answers to your questions.
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False Doctrines Of Man 

We are dedicated to the refutation of the false doctrines and man
made religions of this present age. 

Click Here

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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