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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 
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After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
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Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

Please welcome Michael Hatcher to our staff. I have known Michael for several 
years, he is a sound preacher of the Gospel and will be a great asset to our 
publication.

The Journey

The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. Available in both Kindle and
Paperback. Get yours today, buy one for a friend, Use this book to teach others

the truth about being saved. Easy to understand and packed with truth.

Paperback Click here      Kindle Version Click here
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The Feel Good Gospel and The Feel Good
Preacher

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

In this day and age everywhere you turn you hear how loving and merciful our 
God is. This is true but it has been carried to the extreme so much so that 
preachers are no longer preaching the true gospel they are preaching a feel good 
gospel seeking to please their hearers. Some who read this may for the first time 
in their lives hear the true word of God. Some preachers will preach whatever is 
necessary to hold on to their position seeking to please all that attend and thus 
just tickle the ears of the congregation. 

There was a time in this country when you could tell a sound preacher from one 
who thinks more of his position by the gospel he preached. Today it seems that 
all people want to hear is how loving and merciful God is and if a preacher hits a 
sore spot with some in the congregation he gets called on the carpet for 
upsetting them. 

I remember a time when the preacher would have been thrown out on his ear for
preaching a weak watered down gospel that seeks to please men rather than a 
sound gospel that rebukes those who need it, that edifies and builds up the 
members of the Lords church. Today there are to many spineless, weak kneed 
preachers who do not really care about those they preach to. We have allowed 
politically correct speech and the doctrine of don't hurt my feelings take over 
and rule in place of the gospel given to us by the apostles. 

We have allowed Emotionalism to take the place of truth. Preachers play on the 
emotions of the congregation, they emphasize that how you feel and how you 
react to those feelings is what God wants from His children. Today the cry is 
don't tell me what I am doing wrong just tell me how good I am and things will 
be just fine. We live in a time when no one wants to take responsibility for their 
actions and preachers seem to be fine with that and pander to these whims 
instead of standing solidly upon the word for good or bad. 

Did Christ and the Apostles teach love and mercy? 

The answer is Yes, of course they did. Christ loved man so much so that He gave 
His life on the cross for us. Yet there were stipulations to accessing this love and 
mercy. The Apostles showed their love by teaching the word given by the Holy 
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Spirit to the known world at the time. Yet they taught those same stipulations 
given by Christ also. People and preachers today want to forget the words 
Obedient and faithful. This begs the question how can you access Gods love and 
mercy if no one teaches you the truth both the good and the bad. 

There is nothing to fear when the plain, and positive good news of Christ is 
preached. There is a subtle tendency today to exalt the feelings aroused rather 
than the faith delivered. Souls cannot be saved by a superficial stirring of the 
emotions. People must be instructed in the righteousness of God as found in the 
word. This teaching is sufficient to "move" them, unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). 
Emotions, must be taught to be secondary to the truth. The appeal must be made
through the "word of truth" (James 1:18), the reaction thereto will manifest the 
emotion preceded by knowledge of the truth. "The I love you; God bless you, 
brother" seems to be the call not only  from members of the congregation these 
days but the preachers too. 

These folks soon become completely devoid of the truth, the solution for every 
objection they face from others critical of their actions which have no Bible 
authority to support them is "I love you" which is really no answer at all. It is 
simply shallow emotionalism. These people claiming to have the truth show no 
concern for the obedience required to obtain that love they so covet, they work 
themselves into an emotional frenzy and anything they choose becomes 
acceptable to their conscience. 

Paul wrote about the greatness and excellence of love saying it never fails and 
endures all things. He stated that love "rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth" (1 Cor. 13:6). The truth is the only realm in which true love can exist. 
When the truth is not respected in the church, it is not going to make any 
difference whether hugging, holding hands, crying or saying "I love you," even 
happens. This isn't love! No matter how many accomplishments a church claims 
if what is being done and taught is not authorized, there is no reason to rejoice. 
The New Testament still says love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in the truth. 
"Iniquity" is dative singular and means unrighteousness. Thayer says this 
iniquity is "opposed to the truth" (pg. 12). Therefore, any action which is not 
approved by the truth of Gods word does not allow for rejoicing. Among the 
emotionally charged believers their subjective feelings take precedence over the 
objective truth revealed by the Holy Spirit unto man. When one's feelings are 
accepted as the standard in faith and morals then the word of God is brushed 
aside and all it becomes is cheap emotionalism. This is what some preachers and
churches want; they are happy and rejoice in it! Real love, genuine love,  rejoices
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not in such false teaching, but in the truth. It takes very little to satisfy some 
today. You need to stop trusting your inner feelings as a guide and demand the 
word of God as your standard. 

Sound Preaching 

The true preacher of Gods word must be sound in his preaching. Christians 
MUST demand that preachers proclaim ALL the truth. 

1. Paul instructed Timothy to "hold fast the pattern of sound words which you 
have heard from me" (2 Tim. 1:13). Titus was told to "speak the things which are 
proper for sound doctrine" (Titus 2:1; cf. 1:9; 2:8). 

2.  The word "sound" means "whole or healthy as in being sound in health" (cf. 
Vine 4:55). Thus, sound preaching is that which is spiritually healthy and 
wholesome. Paul equates "sound doctrine" with the "gospel" (1 Tim. 1:10-11). 
Thus, sound preaching is according to the gospel. The book of Titus which 
focuses on soundness (1:9, 13; 2:1, 2, 8), begins with the basis and standard for 
soundness: the revelation of God (Titus 1:1-4). Thus, sound doctrine is that 
which is according to the revelation of God. It includes any and all that is in the 
revelation of God. From Titus we see that it includes such subjects as God's 
nature (1:2), eternal life (1:2; 2:23; 3:7), the grace of God (1:3; 2:11-12; 3:4-7), 
elder's work and qualifications (1:5-9), refutation of false teaching (1:10-16), 
personal godliness (2:1-10), home relationships and responsibilities (2:4-5), our 
speech (2:8), our example (2:7), the sacrifice of Jesus Christ (2:13-14), obedience
to civil law (3:1), how to treat others (3:2-8), baptism (3:5), the work of the Holy 
Spirit (3:5) and dealing with a heretic (3:10). 

The honest preacher must preach all the word. 

The faithful man of God must not preach his opinion or his own thinking on 
Bible topics, he should always "speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11). Paul 
said his message was the word of God (1 Thess. 2:13). Today too many preachers 
think that their words and wisdom and opinions should be received by their 
congregations with the same fervor that the gospel is. More often than not today 
we hear  sermons that give little or no Bible reference at all. True Bible 
preaching is just that: preaching the Bible! The whole council of God! 

Our preaching must point to God as source of all creation (Acts 17:24) it must be 
preached as the authority for our lives (Acts 17:30-31). God must be the object of
our faith and trust. Paul preached in a manner so that his audience's faith would 
not be that of the "wisdom of men but the power of God" (1 Cor. 2:2-3).

 Preaching is not designed to please men, but God (1 Thess. 2:4-6). Any preacher
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worth his salt will not seek to convert men to himself but ONLY to God. The 
preacher who truly care for those he is preaching to does not seek his own glory 
but he seeks to glorify God, if not it will take very little to destroy that kind of 
faith. 

The true preacher of the word refutes error. Paul charged Timothy to "Preach 
the word. . . convince, rebuke, and exhort…" (2 Tim. 4:2). Titus was to instruct 
elders to stop the mouths of false teachers and rebuke them sharply (Titus 1:9-
13). Preachers must defend the gospel (Phil. 1:17), even militantly (Act:17:6). 
Just a casual reading of the New Testament shows that the Lord and his apostles
stood firmly against the errors of their day (both in and out of the church) and 
answered all arguments of the false teachers. Proclaiming the word leaves no 
room to tolerate sin. Thus, the preacher must reprove (2 Tim. 4:2). Worldliness 
must be denounced (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19- 21; 1 Pet. 4:3). 

Preachers must proclaim God's grace, he must teach the sacrifice of Christ 
without which redemption is not available (Eph. 2:5, 8, 13, 16). The preacher 
must tell men what has to be done to obtain salvation through the blood of 
Christ (Acts 2:22, 36, 38). 

Preachers must use the inspired word to instruct others in righteousness (2 Tim.
3:16). Teaching others that right living is the way of going "on to perfection" 
(Heb. 6:1) teaching others to  mature in the Lord. The sound preacher teaches 
people about Gods instruction on the home, the marriage, prayer, worship, 
godliness, honesty and proper attitudes. 

Bible preaching distinguishes between truth and error. Proper preaching will 
always differentiate the Lord's church from denominationalism. The preacher 
who's preaching could be presented in any denomination without objection isn't 
Bible preaching. The sermons in Acts 2, 3 ,4, 8 were distinctive enough for men 
to see that they needed to change! The message that gets results will first 
demand results. Peter and Paul called for repentance (Acts 2:37, 38; 17:30-31). A
change of heart and life was demanded. Application must be made to the people.
Peter charged those to whom he spoke he said "you" have crucified him (Acts 
2:21-22). 

Preachers are not entertainers 

Today people are looking to be entertained and hear all the good things they can 
about themselves and how loving and merciful God is. People today will heap to 
themselves the preachers that will only tickle their ears. There is a real need for 
the right kind of attitude on the part of the hearer. 
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"Am I Willing To Grow?" 

The parable of the sower shows four types of people but only one is going to 
grow and be useful in service to God. We need to be like the hearer in the 
parable that bears fruit. There is a gradual ascent to hearers as Christ explains 
the qualities of the four kinds of soil/hearer. The first one was altogether 
unreachable, the second was just shallow, the third had possibilities of a good 
harvest however, even this hearer lacks the depth/understanding necessary to 
stay loyal to the Lord. It is only the fourth hearer that has the proper attitude 
and (heart) to bringing forth fruit to God's glory. This persons growth is caused 
by true belief and willingness hear and follow the word of God (Lk. 8: 11), yet 
today even the word of God will not bear fruit without being planted in "good 
soil" (Matt. 13:23), or "an honest and good heart" (Lk. 8:15). 

The Preacher who delivers the word of God will get different responses, these 
different responses from those who hear his sermons cannot be blamed on the 
messages or the way it is presented as long as it is the truth. When teaching the 
Jews of the first century the listeners were those who shared the guilt of putting 
Christ to death had different responses. On two occasions the preachers spoke 
very pointedly concerning the hearers’ sin and guilt before God. Peter’s sermon 
convicted his audience of sin by telling them Act 2:22  Ye men of Israel, hear 
these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles 
and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know: Act 2:23  Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain. Yes, they were guilty of crucifying the Son of God and he let them 
know it in no uncertain terms. 

Stephen was just as pointed. In fashion worthy of emulation by preachers today 
and (which would  be rejected as unloving and overly harsh by those of today), 
Stephen addressed the guilt of his audience stating: “Act 7:51  Ye stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your 
fathers did, so do ye. Act 7:52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the 
Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: Act 7:53  
Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. Act 
7:54  When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed
on him with their teeth.” Stephen rightfully accused them of betrayal and 
murder. 

Why the different responses? 
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The answer lies in the hearts of the individuals who heard the message. So, we 
go back to Jesus and His preaching of the sower who sows seed on various kinds 
of soil. When all the hearer's want to hear is the love side of the gospel and when 
preachers only preach the love side of the gospel the church falls from grace and 
both are to blame. 

Folks you have to get back to the whole council of God and make sure your 
preachers give you that whole council or your are going to be lost. 2Th 2:9  Even 
him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and 
lying wonders, 2Th 2:10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. 2Th 2:11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie: 2Th 2:12  That they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

You must make a choice and my prayer is you will come back to the truth and I 
say to you preachers out there preach the word ONLY in its entirety holding 
nothing back. 

Till next we meet
God bless
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E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here

Contending For The Faith Radio
Click Here to Listen Now
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The Consequences Of Pentecostalism

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

"Even though I don't believe In 'speaking In tongues' or in other claimed 
miraculous gifts identified with Pentecostalism, I don't see what it hurts if 
someone does, as long as he doesn't try to influence others." it Is not uncommon 
to hear members of the Lord's body making such a statement. Does it really do 
any harm either to the individual or the church to hold such views? 

Many seem to have an attitude similar to Gamaliel's: "Refrain from these men, 
and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will be 
overthrown: but if it is of God, ye will not be able to overthrow them…" (Acts 
5:38-39). Such an attitude may be appropriate in certain matters of judgment 
where human wisdom alone must be employed to determine the expediency of 
an act. However, the question before us does not relate to matters of human 
expedients. This question can be answered conclusively from Scripture, ruling 
out any "if it is of God" approach. Moreover, It must be answered conclusively, 
lest Irreparable damage be done to the faith of a large number of the Lord's 
people. This question is worthy of our study because of the many destructive 
consequences inherent in embracing the Pentecostal philosophy, a few of which 
are discussed below.

Some Consequences Considered

1. To believe that any of the miraculous spiritual gifts are available for men 
past the era of the apostles and those on whom they laid their hands is an 
erroneous concept. These gifts were for the infancy of the church (1 Co. 13:11); 
they were for a period when access to complete spiritual revelation was not 
available to every saint (vv. 8–9); they were to cease when that perfect 
knowledge became available through the Lord's completed revelation in the New
Testament. (vv. 10, 12). The same general truths concerning the purpose and 
duration of the miraculous gifts are recorded in Ephesians 4:11–16. Only the 
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apostles were empowered to transmit these miraculous endowments (Acts 8:14–
19; 19:6), and they all died by the end of the first century. The primary 
distinction of Pentecostalism, namely belief in modern miraculous phenomena, 
is an erroneous view. An erroneous viewpoint is bad and undesirable in its very 
nature, even as the Truth Is good and desirable on its own account. If there were 
no other harm in believing such things, this would be reason enough to refuse it 
and oppose It.

2. To accept the Pentecostal position one is not only forced to embrace error, but
he must also ignore or reject numerous Scripture Truths, such as those indicated
above. Therefore, such a person becomes one of those who "…received not the 
love of the truth…" and who "…believed not the truth…” (2 The. 2:10, 12). Such is
a terribly dangerous stance. It prepares the heart for belief of even more lies and 
for taking pleasure in additional unrighteousness. (vv. 11–12). The end of such 
behavior is to be condemned and to perish (vv. 10, 13).

3. Brethren who believe themselves to be in possession of miraculous abilities 
tend to become bloated with an attitude of spiritual superiority and pride. They 
reason that, if God has so endowed them (as they mistakenly believe) and he has
not endowed others, then God must be expressing His approval of them in this 
special way. They further reason that those lacking the gifts thereby demonstrate
their spiritual inferiority. Hence, an artificial, ungodly ranking is created in the 
Lord's body, reminiscent of the ancient Gnosticism which held that only a select 
few could really partake of true knowledge and spirituality. Paul reminds us that 
there are no "ranks" in Christ, "…for ye are all one man in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 
3:28). Anything that tears down this equality before Christ is harmful. Moreover,
actual possession of miraculous gifts by the first century brethren but signified 
their spiritual Immaturity (1 Cor. 13:11). Therefore, granting momentarily that 
these gifts are currently available, by what authority can they be assumed to 
imply special spiritual acumen?

4. An acceptance of Pentecostalism is a commitment to subjective religious
“authority” and a rejection of objective religious authority. The Word of God ever
proclaims itself as the only qualified judge of man's behavior. Because it 
proceeds from God and not from man, it is qualified to control us without the 
personal prejudices that human-produced documents inevitably contain. This Is 
the very basis suggested by Paul for allowing God's Word to be our authority (2 
Tim. 3:16–17). Man may be "furnished completely unto every good work" only 
by keeping God's perfect law, not by keeping even the best of men's laws.
The Pentecostal advocate cuts himself loose from God's revealed-for-all-time 
body of faith—the New Testament, accepting in Its stead the ever-fickle, ever--
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fallacious "rule" of experiential testimony. By this "rule" God's acceptance of the 
worshiper is "proved" by the feelings or experiences of the worshiper. Ac-
cordingly, one may claim he has been baptized with the Holy Spirit, simply 
because he feels as if he has been. Another may believe that he (or she) must 
preach because of a certain sensation In one’s chest, a certain noise in one’s ear, 
or because of something that has deeply moved one emotionally. Still others may
believe they have received an ability from God to "speak in tongues" (a serious 
misnomer for an unintelligible gibberish, completely untranslatable, usually 
resembling the most elemental baby talk) from which they infer that God has 
smiled upon them. By this principle, each individual becomes his own authority 
and the authority of God's Word falls victim to any clash between the two 
rationales. Any belief that substitutes feelings for faith and romanticism for 
revelation is utterly destructive, separating us from God.

5. Because of its subjective approach to spiritual authority, the Pentecostal 
view obfuscates the New Testament plan of salvation. The principle works as 
follows: One who is convinced he can "speak in tongues" accounts this as 
evidence of his acceptability before God. To be consistent, he must accept similar
subjective "proof" offered by any others as evidence of God's grace upon them. 
Thus, the Gospel plan of salvation declared in the New Testament requiring a 
confessed faith in Christ, repentance, and baptism for remission of sins Is 
Ignored. Especially is this observable in regard to the Scriptural role of baptism. 
To such individuals, it matters not whether one has obeyed God's revealed will 
concerning when one enters Into God's grace. If one has received a certain 
"sign," or had and unusual “feeling” or “experience,” he is accounted "saved" and
embraced as a brother, never mind the Lord's plan of salvation. Any philosophy 
which causes such blatant disregard for the Spirit's Word cannot possibly be the 
Spirit's philosophy.

6. The subjective rationale of Pentecostalism likewise destroys the Identity of the
New Testament church. It requires acceptance—as brethren worthy of full 
fellowship—any who can testify convincingly about their "experience" or their 
"miraculous gift," regardless of church affiliation. What one teaches or fails to 
teach that conflicts with revealed Truth is beside the point to such Individuals. 
The “Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship, Inc.,” is a case in point. This 
religious organization that flourished in the late 1960s and early 1970s extends 
fellowship to people from every spectrum of thought who claim to believe in 
Christ and in modern-day miracles, Catholic and Protestant alike. It is therefore 
composed of those who differ diametrically on a great variety of  obligatory 
doctrinal issues. Yet they utterly ignore all of the teaching of the New Testament 
on the one faith, one church, one mind, unity in sound doctrine, and so forth. 
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The only thing that matters to the group is one's spiritual "experience." It may 
well be argued that not all of those in the Lord's church who have become 
infected with Pentecostalism to some degree have adopted the 
"fellowship-without-doctrine" position. However, we reply that if they persist in 
"leaning" towards Pentecostalism, they must sooner or later adopt this position 
or else deny the very fundamental premise of it, namely subjectivism. Such 
individuals as Ben Franklin and Pat Boone and a host of others proved in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s that this is hypothesis far more than a personal bias.

7. When a member of the Lord's church embraces Pentecostal concepts, he 
invariably causes confusion among the saints. Such confusion may take many 
forms. The Infected person must either be dealt with or ignored. If he is ignored 
(contrary to New Testament teaching: Rom 16:17; 2 The. 3:6; Tit. 3:10, et al.), he 
will make disciples among the babes in Christ who are doctrinally insecure. Thus
the lump will be leavened (1 Co. 5:6–7). But even If he is dealt with according to 
Truth, chances are good that there will still be some negative effects from his 
influence, although far less than if the problem is ignored. When one has to be 
withdrawn from, there are the Inevitable few who respond with their emotions 
rather than with their minds and lend sympathy to the malefactor. In either 
case, the point Is established that when a brother or sister succumbs to 
Pentecostalism, such behavior causes confusion among brethren. (It follows that
the best medicine for this illness is certainly preventive: There must be more 
solid, plain teaching and preaching on this subject in the churches.) 
Further, Pat Boone's defection illustrates the fact that the greater one's 
influence, the more confusion he causes. Many a troubled church and not a few 
persons who have been caused to stumble in this false way stand as strong 
testimony to the harmful confusion caused by adherents of this religious 
philosophy. We should all carefully heed the warning of our Lord in this regard: 
“It must needs be that the occasions [of stumbling, DM] come; but woe to that 
man through whom the occasion cometh!" (Mat. 18:7). Anything that causes 
such confusion among brethren stands self-condemned.

8. To attempt to resurrect the New Testament miraculous phenomena after the 
completion of God's revelation in the New Testament is to urge an anti-climax in
God's scheme of development for His church. It constitutes a reversal of God's 
process of maturity by urging a return to spiritual "pacifiers" designed only for 
the church's infancy and Immaturity. Notice Paul's arguments in 1 Corinthians 
13: Miraculous prophecies, tongues, and knowledge belong to a period of 
incomplete revelation, but when the revelation is completed, these spiritual gifts 
will be "done away" (vv. 8–10). 
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Paul illustrates the appropriateness of those gifts for the church of that time by 
likening them to the traits of a child. But, when a child grows into manhood, he 
ceases to act and think like a child, which behavior would be completely 
inappropriate (v. 11). Just so, miraculous gifts would not be appropriate for 
Christians now, since God has long since provided us with the all-sufficient 
means of spiritual maturity In His finished revelation (2 Tim. 3:16–17). 

At the time Paul wrote (during that period of incomplete revelation) they were 
like men who looked into a dull mirror, perceiving only a vague concept of what 
God wanted them to be; when God had revealed His will fully (which describes 
our times), the image would be clear. Again, Paul stated that the time in which 
he was writing (when the gifts were active) was a time of partial knowledge, but 
when God completed His revelation (our means of spiritual maturity), we would 
"know fully" His will (1 Cor. 13:12).

In attempting to reach back to this infantile state of the church, Pentecostalism 
mocks the very means provided by the God of Heaven for man's spiritual 
maturity. In effect, it says, "We are smarter than God. We know better what It 
takes to be spiritually complete than He does. To simply learn, believe, and obey 
His Word is not enough for us." Is there danger in such a course? Read Matthew 
7:21–27 and decide for yourself.

9. The statement with which we began contains an Important conditional 
phrase: "as long as he doesn't try to influence others.” My observation is that 
those who defect to Pentecostalism become notoriously evangelistic, whether 
they have ever been so in the past or not. Even those who claim not to be 
convinced of Pentecostalism, but who are “fellow-travelers” with its converts, are
usually evangelistic in their attempts to elicit tolerance in others. There is a 
natural evangelistic motivation in the phenomenon. When one is on an 
emotional "high" himself, he wants others to attain it, too. If "speaking in 
tongues" is a sign of special acceptability before God, and If I can exercise this 
gift, I will automatically desire to see the gift in others if I am concerned for their
spiritual welfare. There is hardly any way one can accept the Pentecostal frame 
of reference and be quiet about it. Pat Boone serves to illustrate this point, also. 
He hid his real convictions for a time, but he reached the point where he could 
no longer stand to be secretive about them. He eventually appeared on Oral 
Roberts’ prime-time television program and blurted them out. He then 
proceeded to be feverishly evangelistic with these views, by means of books, 
magazines, personal appearances, and movies, as well as television, to spread his
views as widely as possible. Such a person believes he has “something extra,” 
and he is not about to let it go unnoticed. Hence, another danger is revealed.

The Keys Of The Kingdom 16



Conclusion

The inroads of this destructive teaching among brethren have been 
significant. This statement is not an attempt to spread undue alarm, but merely 
to call attention to an observable fact. If it Is argued that relatively few have 
openly defected, it may also be argued that many likely hold these convictions 
who have not yet openly expressed them. Of the two, I suggest that the former is 
not nearly so great a threat as the latter. The former Is out in the open, his views 
are known, and he can be clearly marked for what he Is (Rom. 16:17). The latter 
works in secrecy and with deceptive tactics, careful not to reveal his dark 
intentions and erroneous convictions until he has craftily gained a following. 
Then he is ready to reveal his beliefs with the greatest possible effect. Peter 
warned of just such brethren and carefully described their tactics as those who 
“privily bring in destructive heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1–3, cf. 18–20). Such were the 
very tactics decided upon by Pat and Shirley Boone (Pat Boone and the Gift of 
Tongues, James D. Bales, pp. 174, 178).

Many have assumed a super-tolerant attitude toward these troubled and 
troublesome brethren, as Indicated by the increasingly common statement with 
which we began this study. To tolerate and encourage heresy is to partake in the 
same (2 John 10–11). Any one of the above nine points is sufficient to show the 
grave consequences of Pentecostalism, but when one considers all of them, the 
cumulative effect is almost staggering. 

[Note: This MSS was written for and published in The Spiritual Sword, April, 
1974, ed. Thomas B. Warren.) 
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“A Vale Of Soul Making”

Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, OK

The above title is a descriptive phrase of this world and its environment in which
we live. The phrase was coined by the English poet, John Keats, in a letter to his
brother, George, and his wife, just a few days before he died, describing one of
two views he held of the world. Keats was born Oct. 31, 1795 and died at age 25
on  Feb.  23,  1821.  Keats  used  the  phrase  in  a  way  that  was  not  necessarily
descriptive of the Biblical view of the world,  but it  does, in fact,  describe the
world, according to Thomas B. Warren in his book, Have Atheists Proved There
Is No God?.

In it, brother Warren refuted and annihilated the argument atheists have  always
made against God’s existence because of “the problem of evil” and set forth a
proposition saying, “This world is as good as any possible world for the purpose
God had in creating it (that is, to be the ideal environment for ‘soul-making’)” (p.
21). In arguing the proposition, he described our world and its environment as
“a vale of soul making” in the Biblical sense in the following words:

Relevant to the explication of proposition W9 [the proposition stated
above, JB] is the teaching of the Scriptures that prior to his creation
of man and the world, God, because he is omniscient, had a plan.
The  plan  involved  the  creation  of  a  being  (who  would  have
descendants  like  himself)  who  would  be  capable  of  entering  into
fellowship with him,  who would be capable  of  becoming a  son of
God,  who  (thus)  would  have  to  be  capable  of  deciding  to  freely
believe him, to love him with all of his heart, to submit to him in
obedience, and whom God could love and eventually glorify. In the
light  of  Bible  teaching,  we conclude  that  this  is  basically  the  one
purpose which God had in creating the world. Because God is infinite
in knowledge, he foresaw (if such is proper language in referring to
God, who transcends time) that in order to have such a being, that
being (man) would have to live in an environment which was ideally
suited for the accomplishment of this purpose.
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The ideal environment would surely be one which allowed man to be
a  free moral agent  (thus providing an ‘epistemic distance’ between
man and God). It would reveal  God to man without overwhelming
man, so that he is not really free. Yet, it would not necessitate a ‘gap’
so large that man could not be drawn to God” (pp.44, 45).

His argument for this world as a “vale of soul making” is predicated wholly upon
man’s free moral agency. As I view the “gap” he mentions above, I am reminded
of Paul’s statement in Romans that one  can know  God’s eternal power by the
“invisible things of him from the creation of the world” (Rom. 1:20). That is the
physical “gap.” God does not “overwhelm” men by his appearance to them. That
would remove their free moral agency. Neither does God draw men to Him and
save them in a direct way. That, too, would violate God’s purpose of creating
man as a free moral agent. The spiritual “gap” is that man (as a free moral agent)
is provided the choice and opportunity to know and come to God through his
own intellect by being  drawn through the gospel  (John 6:44-45; Rom. 1:16),
because man, of his own free will, desires fellowship with God. He further argues
that this “vale of soul making” must be an environment that offers “challenges”
to man. The first, he says is the challenge to “become and live as a son of God
and a brother to one’s fellow man at a possible very high price (a great deal of
sacrifice)” (p. 46).

He continues  to  delineate  his  meaning by noting  that,  “...it  would  allow the
occurrence of various forms of adversity ...by which all lesser events might be
interpreted properly” (p. 46). This, he said, “...would allow man (if he reacted
properly) to rejoice in the various forms of adversity or tribulation” (ibid). Then,
after noting many of the ways in which men suffer, brother Warren says,

If  man is  to  be  truly  free,  it  must  be  possible  for  such  things  to
happen.  ...not  even  Omnipotence  can  prevent  a  man  from
mistreating his neighbor without infringing upon his character as a
free moral agent. As surely as there are free moral agents living in a
law abiding physical world (so that when a lead bullet is shot at a
man’s head destruction will follow) there  must  be the  possibility  of
human suffering (as well as animal pain) (pp. 70, 71).

One  of  atheism’s  arguments  addressed  by  brother  Warren  is  that  of  human
suffering—that an Omnipotent God would not allow the good to suffer as well as
the  evil.  But  he  shows  that  this  “vale  of  soul  making”  is  designed  with  the
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possibility for all humans to suffer  because  they are free moral agents. If God
prevented any human suffering, He would not be God and man would not be a
free moral agent.

If...one could  avoid  any and all  adversity (pain, disease, suffering,
etc.) by simply becoming a (spiritual) son of God, [i.e. being  ‘born
again’: John 3:1-5; Gal. 3:27-27; Rom. 6:3-5], then man would not
be living in  an ideal  environment  for  soul  making for  the  simple
reason that he would not have a situation in which a challenge would
be involved in his decision to become a son of God. Men would be
tempted to  become  sons  of  God solely  in  order  to  escape  having
cancer,  being injured  or  killed  in  an  automobile  accident,  etc.
Becoming  a  son  of  God  must  involve  the  challenge  of  possible
suffering because of such a decision.

It is also true that, in some instances,  righteous  men suffer  longer
and  more intensely  than do very  wicked  men. ...In the case of the
suffering of  righteous persons (spiritual  sons of  God) there is  the
added factor that the sufferer himself can profit from the suffering.
Suffering can be a value even to the faithful son of God: there are
some ‘mountains’ of spiritual attainment which can be reached best
by going down through the ‘valleys’ which lie in front of them. The
son of God thus can see better that this life will soon be over, that the
truly important things in human life pertain to the soul (of himself
and  of  his  neighbor),  etc.  and  thus  be  helped  to  a  better
understanding and appreciation of the love of God (pp. 78, 79).

If we understand that life in this physical world, which is a preparatory state,
lasting only a moment in view of eternity, is to fit us to live with God forever, and
challenges us in both spiritual and physical ways in coming to God, then this life
becomes more bearable because of our hope in Christ. Jesus suffered far more
than any of us, though He was guiltless, thus becoming our example in suffering
in pursuit of eternal glory (John 17:4-5).

And, finally, Paul expressed what brother Warren set forth in his book: “For I
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us”  (Rom. 8:18). This life, though it
extends to three score and ten years, is not even an infinitesimal “blip” on the
radar screen of eternity.

The Keys Of The Kingdom 21



All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version
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Because We Can Bring Joy to Others —
Philippians 4:10-23

Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida 

Picking up where we left off last month let us look at …...

A SUFFICIENT LIFE (PHIL. 4:19)

The giving of the Philippians is accompanied by a precious promise of God. God 
will completely supply every need of the Philippians. In this we see the principle 
of sowing and reaping. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting” (Gal. 6:7-8). As we give, God will provide those things necessary to 
serve Him. This need will be according to riches of glory in Christ Jesus. Jesus 
said, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the
same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 
6:38). Paul in writing to the Corinthians said, But this I say, He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully....And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work 
(2 Cor. 9:6, 8).

This promise would be especially encouraging to these brethren. Philippi was in 
Macedonia. When Paul was gathering a collection for the poor saints in Judea, 
Paul uses the brethren in Macedonia as an example of giving out of deep 
poverty. They were so poor it appears that Paul did not wish to accept the 
money; he did after “much intreaty” (2 Cor. 8:1-5). It is no wonder that this is 
often called “Paul’s sweetheart church.”

Someone has analyzed this passage, and we speak very reverently here, calling it 
“the Christian’s banknote”; (a) The president—“My God”; (b) The promise to pay
—“shall supply”; (c) Amount—“all your need”; (d) Capital of the bank
—“according to his riches in glory”; (e) The cashier—“by Christ Jesus” (Winkler 
285-286).

DOXOLOGY (PHIL. 4:20)
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The wonderful thought that God will supply every need leads the apostle to give 
this doxology (a statement of glory or praise). The object of this doxology is God.
He is the one who is worthy to be praised. So often we glorify man instead of 
God. The Humanist Manifesto declared that man is his own god and is in control
of everything. However, Jehovah is the one who is God and He is the one who 
deserves the glory.

Paul then states our relationship to God: He is our Father. Spiritually there are 
two fathers: God and Satan. Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Ye are of your father 
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 
8:44). However, we can become children of God by the faith. “For ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27). In the act of baptism we 
are being born again. “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God....Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, 5). 
As a child of God, born into the family of God, we will enjoy the blessings God 
gives. Jesus said, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things 
to them that ask him?” (Mat. 7:11). Also our “Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy” (Jam. 5:11).

The message of this doxology is glory to God. Inherent in glory is the ideas of 
respect, praise, honor, and adoration resulting from one’s good opinion of 
someone. He is worthy to be praised in such a way because of who He is and 
what He has done. He is the Creator (Gen. 1) and Sustainer (Acts 17:28) of this 
universe and of life itself. Thus, Paul often expresses these thoughts. “To God 
only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen” (Rom. 16:27). “Now 
unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Tim. 1:17). A beautiful corollary to verses 19-20
is what Paul wrote to the Ephesian brethren: “Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph. 3:20-21). Jude also mentions this: “To the
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now
and ever. Amen” (Jude 25).

The glory is extended proportional to the nature of God: “for ever and ever.” God
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is eternal in nature. The Psalmist declares, “Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting 
to everlasting, thou art God” (Psa. 90:2). Isaiah wrote, “Hast thou not known? 
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his 
understanding” (Isa. 40:28). It is no wonder that “Abraham planted a grove in 
Beersheba, and called there on the name of the Lord, the everlasting God” (Gen. 
21:33). Since God is everlasting, glory is rendered to Him for ever and ever. Let 
us glorify God now in time, so we may give him glory throughout all eternity.

SALUTATION (PHIL. 4:21-23)

Christianity is a religion of goodwill. When Jesus was born there were heavenly 
“host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men” (Luke 2:13-14). The salutations, even though very general
as is this one, are simply expressions of this nature of Christianity. Salute and 
Greet are the same word in the original and it means “to draw oneself” and 
applies itself to wishing one well. He says to salute every saint. A saint is a 
Christian, not someone who has been dead for years and then canonized (almost
deified) by a group of people. Saint means to be set apart, and is applied to one 
who has been set apart from sin and set apart for dedication or consecration to 
God. He says the brethren that are with him also salutes the brethren. These 
would be the same group mentioned in Colossians and Philemon: Aristarchus, 
Mark, Justus, Epaphras, Luke, and Demas. They are brethren because they are 
part of the same family (the family of God; see previous remarks). He adds that 
also all the saints salute them.

Then Paul adds that those of Caesar’s household salutes them. Caesar was the 
title for all Roman emperors. The specific Caesar at this time was Nero, one of 
the most infamous and evil of all the Caesars. There were some of his household 
who were now Christians. The household would include not only his family, but 
also his slaves, servants, officers of the court, or his guards. What an intriguing 
and wondrous thought that even in the most evil of households, the gospel can 
have its powerful effect, and also that those who live in adverse situations can 
remain faithful to God.

Paul closes with a benediction of grace being with them. Paul begins with grace 
and now ends with grace. Grace while often defined as “unmerited favor” is 
God’s love reaching out for man in saving him through the death of Christ—
doing what man cannot do for himself to be saved from his sins. This salvation 
comes from our Lord Jesus Christ. He is Lord in that He is our ruler, Jesus in 
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that He is our Savior (Mat. 1:21), and Christ in that He is the anointed one 
(anointed as priest, prophet, and king).

CONCLUSION
What a marvelous way to end this wonderful epistle. While the epistle can be 
summed up by Paul’s statement, “For to me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21) this 
book shows us what it really means to live as Christ and the blessings resulting 
therefrom. He concludes this great book by showing the joy, peace, etc. and the 
power we have in achieving this life: “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me....But my God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:13, 19). Let us ever take heart that we 
may live the type of life God has given unto us.
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