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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Michael Hatcher

Michael Hatcher: Preacher Bellview Church of Christ http://www.bellviewcoc.com 
August 1994 to present · Pensacola, Florida. Preacher of the Gospel since the mid 1970s. 
Preached for the Bellview Church of Christ since 1994. While with Bellview, edited 
monthly publication "Defender," and weekly bulletin "Beacon." Directed the Bellview 
Annual Lectureship since 1995 along with editing the book of the lectures. 

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

Please welcome Michael Hatcher to our staff. I have known Michael for several 
years, he is a sound preacher of the Gospel and will be a great asset to our 
publication.

The Journey

The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. Available in both Kindle and
Paperback. Get yours today, buy one for a friend, Use this book to teach others

the truth about being saved. Easy to understand and packed with truth.

Paperback Click here      Kindle Version Click here

The Keys Of The Kingdom 4

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B018MZYABY
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1520208014


Liberalism

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Liberalism whether political or religious is the most destructive reasoning 
known to man. Satan has been having a field day with the liberal mindset and 
progressive thinking for far too long. Political liberalism has almost destroyed 
our country and religious liberals will not be happy till they destroy God's 
church. Just as bad as liberalism is the apathy and fear of those who claim to be 
Christians. The fear of being put down or scoffed at and the attitude that I have 
done my part I am saved is just as dangerous. 
  
We are a called out people. We are to be different. We are to take a stand on the 
word of God and be immovable. I ask you do you see that in your fellow 
Christians today? Do you see it in yourself?   

I am not saying all Christians are this way, but far too many are of the mind that 
God is going to fight all the battles and they have no part in the defense of the 
word. Far too many have been led down the primrose path staring out through 
rose colored glasses. The wolves are no longer at the door they are inside 
devouring the sheep all around us. 
  
Hos_4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast 
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: 
seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 
  
Do we not truly reap what we sow? Some Christians are seed planters, others 
water that seed so it will grow. If we take seriously the command to spread the 
Good News surely God will give the increase. When persecution came upon 
those of the first century by Saul what happened? Act 8:3-4 As for Saul, he made 
havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women 
committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every
where preaching the word. 
  
Could it be that we have become more like the Thessalonians than those of 
Berea. Do we truly search the word today to be sure what is taught is in 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 5



accordance with the will of God? 
  
Folks if you just keep standing there doing nothing you are part of the problem 
not the solution! Liberalism will eat you alive and take away your salvation. You 
must wake up and go into battle you can't hide in your church house and be safe 
any longer. 

I implore you get up go out with the full armor of God and fight the good fight. 
The souls of others and your very soul depend on it.

Till next we meet
God bless

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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Contending For The Faith Radio
Click Here to Listen Now
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MALACHI, LIBERALS, AND WORSHIP

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction
The fundamental Truth that since the cross none have been accountable to the 
Old Testament excuses no one from carefully studying it. The God Christians 
worship is the Creator God of Genesis 1:1, the God of the Patriarchs, and the God
of Israel. His attributes, attitudes, and incomparable power—which certainly 
includes the revelation of Himself throughout Old and new Testaments alike 
(Mal. 3:6; Jam. 1:17)—are changeless from eternity. Thus Paul observed: For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that 
through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope 
(Rom 15:4). God’s plan for man’s salvation in the church of Christ by the blood 
of Christ is revealed in the New Testament, rather than in the Old. Those who 
seek to justify their doctrines and practices by the Old Testament are wrong, but 
the extreme that avoids any study of the Old Testament is equally mistaken.

One subject about which we can learn much from the Old Testament is worship. 
Most certainly, the specific acts of worship God ordained for the church are 
different from those He required of the Patriarchs and of Israel. Nevertheless, 
we can profit spiritually from some valuable, timeless Old Testament principles 
relating to worship, several of which are accentuated in the book of Malachi.

Men Are Not Long Content With God-Authorized Worship

Proud men have been rebelling against God on the subject of worship from the 
time of Cain (Gen. 1:2–4; Heb. 11:4). Other such notable Bible personalities 
include Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1–2), Saul (1 Sam. 13:9), Jeroboam I (1 Kin. 
12:26–33), and Uzziah (2 Chr. 26:16). They all did what they preferred rather 
than what God commanded in worship. 

In the fourth century B.C. Israel as a whole had decided they would live as they 
pleased, instead of as God had ordained. Jehovah sent Malachi to upbraid them 
for their apostasy, a major element of which involved worship. Their offerings 
were to be unblemished firstfruits (Lev. 22:20; Deu. 15:21; 17:1; 18:4 et al.). They
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supposed that God would accept their polluted, blind, lame, andsick offerings, 
which were not even fit for their governor (Mal. 1:7–8, 13–14).

Some never learn. A century and a half ,ago, the copycat, innovative spirit of 
several loose thinkers in the church insisted on adding mechanical instruments 
of music to the church’s worship. Those who thus challenged God’s authority 
pretty much brought in their instruments and dared the faithful to object. 
Within a half century, the church suffered an awful division, principally over this
innovation. This division spawned two new denominations (i.e., the Disciples of 
Christ Christian Church and the Independent Christian Church) that have added
innumerable other unauthorized practices through the years. Note it well: An 
early primary target of those pioneer change agents was the worship of God, 
which invited vast changes in other areas of their theology.

An increasing number who currently masquerade as God’s people are afflicted 
with Cain’s rebellious spirit. Like their forebears, one of their major attacks upon
the Lord’s church has been at the point of worship. Their approach has been 
much more patient and subtle than that of their predecessors, however. In the 
1960s they began (1) dogmatizing that “dogmatic” preaching was harmful, (2) 
judging as “judgmental” those who preach straightforwardly, and (3) being very 
negative toward what they perceived to be “negative preaching.” Some of these 
fellows became so “positive” in their approach that they were blind to error and 
sin. This diluting of the Gospel prepared the soil for the devastation that has 
followed.

The generation that followed them has found the attitudes, doctrines, and 
practices of denominationalism more and more—and the strictures of New 
Testament Truth less and less—appealing. They began a continuing scheme in 
local churches designed either to “convert” or run off “traditionalists” by 
implementing incremental changes, almost always starting with worship. Their
strategy is to push into previously untested territory until resistance becomes 
strong, and then, after a bit of relaxation, to sally forth on another and more 
daring push.

These campaigns usually involve such things as a detailed orchestration of 
worship activities by “praise teams,” small groups (or a soloist) singing to the 
assembly, the raising, fluttering, and clapping of hands, dramatic productions, 
short pop psychology pep talks delivered by casual-toslovenly dressed talkers 
(not to be confused with “preachers”), and the use of women in leadership roles.
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These tactics have paved the way for bringing in a piano or an organ (or about 
any other addition to the worship of God) with hardly a whimper of resistance. 
As in Malachi’s time, these modern folk are pleasing themselves rather than God
—their “offerings” are polluted and blemished.

God Does Not Accept Whatever Men Choose To Offer

The attitude that God is obligated to accept whatever men decide to offer to Him 
has long been evident in Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox circles. However, 
they did not originate this attitude. It must have been at least partly responsible 
for the behavior of the aforementioned Old Testament characters who stumbled 
at God’s worship instructions. It may also explain the behavior of many today 
who have left the Lord’s church in heart and have indicated a proclivity for the 
doctrines and practices of men. Malachi makes it clear that we must offer what 
God has chosen rather than what we choose: Oh that there were one among you
that would shut the doors, that ye might not kindle fire on mine
altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of hosts, neither will I 
accept an offering at your hand.… “Ye say also, Behold, what a weariness is 
it! And ye have snuffed at it, saith Jehovah of hosts; and ye have brought that 
which was taken by violence, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye bring the 
offering: should I accept this at your hand? saith Jehovah (Mal. 1:10–13; cf. Lev. 
7:18; emph. DM).

All of those aforementioned Old Testament offenders learned that worship to 
God is not accepted merely because it is offered, regardless of their sincerity. 
God’s attitude toward presumptuous, unauthorized acts of worship has not (and 
will not) change. Those (within or without) who believe that it is irrelevant and 
unnecessary to seek a “thus saith the Lord” for their worship practices are in for 
a rude awakening at the Judgment if they do not repent. God does not accept 
that which He has not authorized.

Those Responsible for the Apostasy

Malachi immediately identified the priests—Israel’s leaders—as the principal 
perpetrators of apostasy: A son honoreth his father, and a servant his master: if 
then I am a father, where is mine honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear?
saith Jehovah of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, 
Wherein have we despised thy name? (1:6).
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The leaders brought their polluted and blemished offerings with the attitude that
it was no “big deal” (vv. 7–8). Of God’s way they said, “Behold, what a weariness 
is it!” (v. 13). In chapter 2, the prophet promised a most graphic curse upon the 
priests if they did not repent: And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for 
you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my 
name, saith Jehovah of hosts, then will I send the curse upon you, and I will 
curse your blessings; yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to 
heart. Behold, I will rebuke your seed, and will spread dung upon your faces, 
even the dung of your feasts; and ye shall be taken away with it (vv. 1-3).
The priests were especially culpable because of their leadership role: “For the 
priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth; 
for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts” (v. 7). They had first “turned aside 
out of the way” themselves, corrupting God’s covenant, and by their behavior 
they had “caused many to stumble in the law” (v. 8). 

Apostasy almost always begins with and is perpetuated by spiritual leaders who 
stray. While in God’s spiritual Israel there is no separate priesthood (all are 
priests [1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6]), still God has spiritual leaders (i.e., elders, 
preachers, and teachers) who are just as responsible for the direction of His 
people as were the priests Malachi addressed. 

Spiritual leaders, mostly preachers and teachers (including editors, professors, 
and authors), led the apostasy of the nineteenth century. In the present 
apostasy, elders and school administrators have played a more prominent part, 
simply because there were far more of both of them by the twentieth century. 
Many elderships have deliberately led their flocks astray. Others have simply
forfeited their leadership to apostate preachers, ignoring God’s commands to 
“watch,” “oversee,” and “rule” (Acts 20:28–31; Heb. 13:17), while wily wolves 
wasted their flocks.

The governing boards of most universities founded by faithful brethren have 
ignored their legal and moral obligation to enforce the chartered principles of 
the founders, acquiescing to strong-willed administrators who seem to care little
for Scriptural authority. The boards and the administrators of most of these 
schools have proved themselves unfaithful stewards (1 Cor. 4:2).

Preachers, professors, editors, and authors are by no means guiltless in the 
current digression. They have likely been the most influential of all in leading 
thousands astray. However, they could not have done so had their supervisors 
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(i.e., congregational elders and university administrators, respectively) not 
supported and protected them. Such derelict supervisors failed to
issue appropriate warnings about poisonous books and periodicals (and their 
authors and editors).

The Remedy Set Forth

Malachi states the remedy explicitly: “Remember ye the law of Moses my 
servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and 
ordinances” (Mal. 4:4). The priests had led the people to cease honoring and 
fearing Jehovah and to despise Him instead (1:6). In these passages, the close 
connection is evident between honoring and fearing God and remembering His
law. At the close of Moses’ charge to Israel, he set a time when they were to hear 
the reading of the law, and he stated the purpose of it:
Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones, and thy 
sojourner that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, 
and fear Jehovah your God, and observe to do all the words of this law (Deu. 
31:12).

The relationship between fearing God and observing His law is undeniable. 
When men of liberal spirit willfully reject the commands of God, they rebel 
against His name, His authority, yea, His very Person. Rebellion against the 
Word of God is an advertisement of fearless irreverence and dishonor toward the
Author of that Word. Jesus equated rejection of His words with rejection of Him
(John 12:48). Those today who belittle respect for Divine law, ridicule those who
emphasize obedience, and despise the concept of keeping God’s commandments 
would have been comfortable in the company of Cain and would have fit in 
marvelously with Malachi’s contemporaries.

Thankfully, not all rejected the preaching of Malachi: Then they that feared 
Jehovah spake one with another; and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a book
of remembrance was written before him, for them that feared Jehovah, and that 
thought upon his name (Mal. 3:16). 

Would to God that we could see such response from more of those who have 
ceased to fear God as we faithfully preach the Word. We say to them all—leaders 
and followers alike—on behalf of the Lord: “Remember ye the law…which I 
commanded…, even statutes and judgments” (4:4). There is no other remedy.
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[NOTE: I wrote this MS as an “Editorial Perspective” and published it in the 
May 2002 edition of THE GOSPEL
JOURNAL, of which I was Editor at the time.]

Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and passages 

http://thescripturecache.com
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“That Will I Speak”

Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, OK

Jesus’  preaching  elicited  opinions  from  His  hearers  that  He  was  John  the
Baptist,  Elijah,  Jeremiah,  or  one  of  the  other  prophets  (Matt.  16:13-14).  To
understand why they thought that, one needs to look at the preaching of those
men. John was beheaded because of his devotion to the truth (Matt. 14:1-12).
Elijah boldly opposed Baal’s false prophets on Mount Carmel (1 Ki. 18:20-40). In
the face of hostility and danger to his own life, Jeremiah thundered God’s awful
warnings to a wicked and backsliding Israel (Jer. 26:8-11; 37:15-16), and Jesus
was ultimately crucified because He spoke the truth (Matt. 26:1-4; 27:23-26). All
were men of conviction and devotion to the word of God. They preached His
message, fearing no man, and were willing to suffer persecution and death for
their preaching.

Amid cries for “change” and led by those who know better, the church across the
world  is  in  the  throes  of  apostasy.  That  has  resulted  from  watered-down
preaching by weak-kneed appeasers who have neither conviction nor courage.
They have sold  out  to  Satan and his  denominational  servants,  perverted the
gospel to their own ends, and would rather climb a tree to preach sectarian lies
than stand on the ground and preach the truth. Having more concern for “unity-
in-diversity”  than the  faith  once  delivered,  they  have  rejected the  spirit  that
animated Jesus, John, Elijah, and Jeremiah.

But the spirit  of  those  men burned intensely in the  late  18th and early 19th
century restorers. They turned the world upside down with their clarion call to
return to Biblical  principles,  to reject human creeds,  and to speak where the
Bible speaks (1 Pet. 4:11). Without today’s material advantages, they willingly,
and wholly, gave themselves to the cause of the Lord. Earl West presents their
magnificent portrait:

They loved liberty and were willing to sacrifice everything for what they believed
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to be true. ...At first their views were peculiar to most hearers. Consequently,
they  invoked  study.  Moreover,  with  the  clergy  of  the  day  they  were  greatly
abhorred. Nobody accepted then, the gospel message because it was popular, for
it wasn’t. There was that courageous love for the liberty of the gospel, free from
human creeds and from the authority of council that gave the impetus for men to
submit to the living oracles. Once converted, they worked intensely to convert
others. They were convinced they were right and would have others to be. The
whole  restoration  movement  soon  took  on  the  color  of  belligerency  and
aggressiveness.  These  pioneers  believed  in  their  cause,  and they  pressed  on,
wilting before no tribunal, but with the profound conviction that they had the
truth and that the truth, under God, would triumph (West)

While  we  do  not  place  the  pioneers  of  the  restoration  on  the  same  level  as
inspired men, we admire their fervor and its consequent results. Like Jeremiah,
God’s truth burned in their souls and they were not able to contain it (Jer. 20:9).
West’s  observation  offers  great  lessons  on the  kind of  preaching that  is  still
necessary in our time. The gospel they preached, and which swept the frontier
like a prairie fire, consumed the hearts of its hearers. Their message was not one
of compromise, and they who proclaimed it were willing to sacrifice for it. That
should be the conviction of every man who mounts a pulpit today.

The pioneers’ preaching was “peculiar” and invoked study by their hearers. What
is distinctive about our preaching today? Do hearers leave the assemblies and
search the scriptures after hearing our preaching? There is no need for them to
do so when much of what is called gospel preaching today is designed to soothe
the psyche, instead of pricking the heart. There is no need to study the scriptures
when  preachers  deliver  entertaining,  “feel-good”  sermons  that  could  be
preached in  any denominational  pulpit  in  town with approval  of  its  hearers.
Sermons of flattery, praise and public relations offer no incentive for Bible study.

True  gospel  preaching  will  always  bring  opposition  from many who  hear  it.
Jeremiah suffered opposition (Jer. 26:8-11). Ahab accused Elijah of “troubling”
Israel because of his preaching (1 Ki. 18:17), and Jesus incurred the wrath of the
Pharisees, but did not shrink from a scathing denunciation of their ungodliness
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(Matt. 23). How unlike those who strike hands with denominational error today!
Jesus was ignorant of the concept of “unity-in-diversity.” So was Paul, whose
preaching resulted in a Jewish plot against his life (Acts 23:1-12). Like Jeremiah,
Elijah, and Jesus, the pioneers and their message were “abhorred” by the clergy
of their day.

A sterling example of courageous preaching that is sorely needed from pulpits
today is the Old Testament account of Micaiah. Israel’s king, Ahab, and Judah’s
king, Jehoshaphat, allied to make war against the Syrian king at Ramoth-Gilead.
But before he would consent to the plan, Jehoshaphat asked Ahab to inquire of
the Lord about the matter. When Ahab produced 400 false prophets who spoke
what the kings wanted to hear, Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not here a prophet
of the Lord besides, that we may inquire of him” (2 Ki. 22:2-7). Ahab’s answer
could have been spoken of most faithful preachers today. “And the king of Israel
said unto Jehoshaphat,  There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by
whom we may inquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy
good concerning me, but evil” (2 Ki. 22:8)

When Jehoshaphat  insisted  on  consulting  Micaiah,  a  messenger  was  sent  to
fetch him and gave him some stern advice about the message he should deliver.

And the  messenger  that  was gone to  call  Micaiah  spake unto him,  saying,
Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one
mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak
that which is good. And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith
unto me, that will I speak (1 Ki. 22:13-14).

Micaiah  could have  stood  before  the  kings,  clasped  hands  with  the  false
prophets, raised them above his head, and given his blessing to their smooth
words. Having done so, he would have received the praise of the false prophets
and the blessings of the kings, and achieved “unity-in-diversity” with them. But
that  was not the message of  God.  Micaiah was not only bold  in proclaiming
God’s message, but called the false prophets liars as well (2 Ki. 22:15-23). What
he spoke incurred Ahab’s wrath and resulted in his imprisonment (2 Ki. 22:26-
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27).  Micaiah was a man of  deep conviction, in whose soul  burned a love for
God’s word, and he was willing to suffer rather than compromise God’s word.

The  ancient  gospel  will  still  bring  not  only  the  same salvation  today  that  it
brought  when  first  preached,  but  vitriolic  opposition  from  the  secular  and
religious world toward those who have the courage to preach it in our day. When
the heat of battle waxes heavy upon us, we must  never falter or compromise.
With  our  faces  steadsfastly  set  toward  Jerusalem,  and  our  souls  set  for  the
defense of the gospel, God’s servants must always,

...preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come (has come, JCB)
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers,  having itching ears; and they shall  turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 4:2-4).

End Notes
All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version

West,  Earl  Irvin,  The  Search  For  The  Ancient  Order,  Gospel  Advocate  Co.,
Nashville, 1964, Vol. 1, p. 127
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Because We Can Bring Joy to Others —
Philippians 4:10-23

Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida 

INTRODUCTION
Paul was writing to his sweetheart church: the Philippian brethren. It was a 
great church in many respects, and he is expressing his love for them. We also 
have in this letter the fullest expression of Paul’s knowledge of Jesus. The 
purpose of this marvelous epistle is to express thanks for a monetary gift they 
sent to Paul by the hands of Epaphroditus who made a seven-hundred mile trip 
to bring it to Paul. This gift and Paul’s thanks for it is the background for this 
closing section of the book. A SUCCESSFUL LIFE (PHIL. 4:10-13)

Paul would rejoice in the Lord and rejoice greatly. Outside of Christ there is no 
true joy. Christians can rejoice because of their relationship with God and the 
hope we have through Christ. However, here the occasion of his rejoicing is the 
Philippian’s monetary support. Because of their love for Paul, they had once 
again sent money to aid him in his circumstances. He is thankful that they were 
thinking of him and now the opportunity once again presented itself to send 
support while they had been hindered previously.

Paul had a contentment within his life. His rejoicing was not from his physical 
needs being met, instead it came as a result of his contentment with life. Content
comes from a word meaning “self-sufficient, needing no assistance, then 
contented with one’s lot or with one’s means even if it is small.” The 
circumstances of life did not disturb Paul.

He had learned contentment, it was and is not something which we normally 
possess. Learned is “to learn by use and practice and thus to acquire the habit.” 
As one considers a child, he is never contented. He cries for some toy, but when 
he gets it, he no longer wants it but something else. Thus, contentment is 
something we all must learn. Wayne Jackson notes:
The passive voice of the verb would suggest that the “learning” or “instruction” 
came from a source outside of Paul (namely the Providential events that had 
shaped his ministry), and the perfect tense stresses the abiding effect of these 
strengthening lessons in the apostle’s life (86).
Lack of contentment is a result of self-centeredness. As we lose ourselves in 
Christ and glory only in His cross (Gal. 6:14), we become content in whatever 
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state we might find ourselves.

Paul now declares that he knows both sides of the situation from a physical 
standpoint. He knows how to be brought to a humble state or condition, that is 
to be in need. He adds that he knows to be hungry and to suffer need or be 
destitute or devoid of the necessities of life. He also knows how to have plenty, to
be abundantly furnished. With this he adds to be full or satisfied with food and 
again says to abound. Paul can adjust to all circumstances of life. Either 
circumstance of life has its own difficulties, and either one can cause one to 
apostatize from God. When one is in want, he can be tempted to distrust God 
and His goodness or feel that we must do everything ourselves. On the opposite 
end when one abounds it tempts him to forget God and His need for God. Those 
who abound often become proud and have a feeling of self-sufficiency. The wise 
man made the plea: “Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither 
poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be full, and deny 
thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of 
my God in vain” (Pro. 30:8-9).

We see the source of Paul’s greatness. Paul’s greatness was not because of 
himself or his formal education, his powerful mind and intellect; his greatness 
lies in the fact that Christ was with him. With Christ’s presence in his life, Paul 
could be strong. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might” (Eph. 6:10). Paul received His grace. “Thou therefore, my son, be 
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1). Thus, consider what God 
tells Paul when he prayed for the removal of his thorn in the flesh.

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong (2 Cor. 12:9-10).

This passage (“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”) has 
certainly been misused through the years. It has been used to try to deny God’s 
existence to man’s ability to do anything without any limitation (unlimited 
power). It must be understood within the immediate context of the passage. Paul
is discussing the physical situation in which he (or anyone else) might find 
himself. Thus, this is limited to being content in every state life might throw at 
us. Paul could handle the ups and downs of life because of Christ. The Hebrews 
writer correctly states, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
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forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
fear what man shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:5-6). This idea can be extended to the 
general context: ability to love (4:1), to be able to forgive, have the same mind, 
and thus be at peace with other brethren (4:2), to be a peacemaker (4:3), to 
rejoice (4:4), to be moderate or gentle (4:5), to overcome worry (4:6), to be at 
peace (4:7), to think proper thoughts (4:8). It no doubt could be extended to our 
obligation to do all that God demands of us. We have the power to do all that 
God commands because of Christ and His strengthening us.

We would also notice the need to be positive in our outlook. Paul would say “I 
can,” not “I cannot.” However, it is important to say “I can” the way Paul said it. 
It was not “I can through my own power or strength,” but it was “I can through 
Christ.” Jesus said, Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing (John 15:4-5).

A SACRIFICIAL LIFE (PHIL. 4:14-18)
Paul commends the Philippians in their sacrificing for him during his affliction. 
They were bringing joy to Paul by their communication. Communicate is the 
word elsewhere translated “fellowship with,” thus by their fellowship they were 
doing well and bringing joy to Paul. The specific fellowship Paul means here is 
their financial support of him. He was in prison and they were sending him 
financial support which brought joy during his time of affliction.

These brethren were not “johnnie-come-lately” to his aid. They had supported 
Paul from the beginning. When Paul first came to Philippi, we find him going to 
the banks of the river and Lydia and her household were converted. She then 
invited Paul (and his party) into her home to care for them (Acts 16:14-15). 
When he left Philippi, he went to Thessalonica (Acts 17:1). He states they sent 
once and again (more than once) to support him in preaching the gospel. Paul 
continued on to Berea, Athens, and Corinth. In writing to the church at Corinth, 
Paul argued for his right to be supported by the brethren there. However, Paul 
relinquished his right to their support but added, I robbed other churches, 
taking wages of them, to do you service. And when I was present with you, and 
wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the 
brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept 
myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself (2 Cor. 11:8-
9).
When we put these two Scriptures together, we learn a valuable lesson. Paul said
he “robbed other churches” (plural), yet to the Philippians he said “no church 
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communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.” The 
phrase “giving and receiving” denote “debit and credit.” The Philippian church 
was keeping the books, receiving funds from other churches and then 
distributing them to Paul. Some have contended that in support of the preaching
of the gospel it is wrong for one congregation to send support to another 
congregation. However, that is exactly what we have in this situation.

This also teaches us that gospel preachers are to be paid financially for their 
work of preaching. Jesus taught that “the workman is worthy of his meat” (Mat. 
10:10). Paul argued for his right to be supported by the brethren in both letters 
to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 9; 2 Cor. 11). Brethren it is a shame to the Lord’s 
church when preachers must go without because brethren will not support them 
properly. However, preachers should not take advantage of their right and try to 
fleece the church.

Paul now makes it clear that he was not seeking the money which they sent, and 
the gift is not the occasion of his rejoicing. Paul knew he would be content no 
matter what state he was in, thus if they did not send him the support, he would 
do just fine. What Paul was seeking was fruit which would about to their 
account. “It is the giver, not the receiver, who benefits most from the gift” 
(Malone 121). Paul reminds the Ephesian elders, “I have shewed you all things, 
how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). Albert Barnes notes that Paul “wished that it might be set down to their 
credit. He desired that when they came to appear before God, they might reap 
the benefit of all the acts of kindness which they had shown him” (221). 
Additionally, their work through Paul would be credited to their account. We 
observe the principle that what one does through another, he is credited with 
personally. Therefore, the Philippians were being credited with the good works 
and success of Paul.

Paul had received the financial support they sent by the hands of Epaphroditus. 
This gift supplied all that Paul needed. It also served them well. Paul says their 
gift was “an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God.” 
Paul recognized that all Christians are priests.

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ....But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; cf., Rev. 1:5-6).
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As priests we are to offer up spiritual sacrifices: “For every high priest is 
ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices” (Heb. 8:3; cf., Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15-16). 
This sacrifice (the gift which they sent to Paul) was well-pleasing to God in that 
it was done out of a loving heart of obedience to God. As such Paul describes it as
a sacrifice that smells good to God. We thus see that Paul’s true joy was not in 
the gift but in what the gift did for them. 

Next month we will look at   (A SUFFICIENT LIFE PHIL. 4:19)

We will stop here for now and next month pick up at this point.

Click Here
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