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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Jeff Dye

I was born and raised in northeast Tennessee and brought up in Missionary and Freewill 
Baptist churches most of my life.  In in the baptist denomination until a good friend and 
elder in the church of Christ desired to study with me concerning my faith. It was 
through this study I learned the full truth of the gospel of Christ and was baptized for the
remission of my past sins on a Tuesday evening in January of 2001. My wife and I 
currently worship with the saints in Penrod, KY at the Mount Moriah congregation, 
where I also teach the adult bible class and do some preaching.

John Maybrey

John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.
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H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
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elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 
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 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

We here at the Key's pray you are learning from our teachings of the scriptures. 
The men that make up the staff are dedicated to teaching the truth of God's word
and I am grateful for each of them. Please take a moment to thank them and 
encourage they to keep up the fine work they are doing in their efforts to further 
God's kingdom. We hope you will continue to study along with us and pass this 
magazine along to those you think will be helped by our efforts. We allow you to 
print out copy's of the Key's as long as no changes are made. 

May God bless you all
Jim and Staff. 

The Dangers Of Liberal Progressivism Pt. 4

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

In an article I wrote last year I pointed out that I and others have come to the 
conclusion that just calling a man made doctrine such as Baptists or Mormons 
or any of the other beliefs a denomination just wasn't adequate. It goes so much 
deeper than that and it is all based on what we know as Liberal progressivism. 
These progressive sects all in one form or another are not satisfied with Gods 
instructions and have no qualms about redefining, rewording or even omitting 
truth from the Bible to make their doctrines pleasing to those they work to 
deceive. 

This is the way the L/P's work, not just in the church but the government as well.
The only true moral compass is God's word and not only does the church realize 
this but the founding fathers of our country understood well just how important 
it was that moral men were chosen to lead. You simply can't ignore the fact that 
biblical principles were used to found our great nation.
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Now, this being said there will be a day of final judgment when all mankind good
and bad will stand before the Lord. Since there are only two destinations one can
enter into one being a home with God in heaven and the other hell it is essential 
that the L/P redefine hell. One way they do this is to teach you that hell is just a 
made up place to scare folks into believing the bible. Others teach that you just 
keep coming back over and over till you get it right and then go to be with God. 
There are so many false doctrines on hell out there today it is a wonder liberal 
progressivism hasn't already imploded. 

I believe that we can clearly learn that there will be more souls stoking the fires 
of hell than there will be those who are rejoicing in heaven. We are told that the 
gate is straight and the way is narrow and few will enter in thereby and a 
warning given about those who teach falsely ........

Mat 7:13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Mat 
7:14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it. Mat 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

The L/P will twist the scripture in any fashion necessary to fit their vile 
affections. Peter was clear in what he taught about these false teachers....

2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. 2Pe 2:2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by 
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 2Pe 2:3  And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose 
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth 
not. 2Pe 2:4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment; 2Pe 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth 
person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the
ungodly; 

The L/P must redefine the scripture in order to deceive those who are ignorant 
of the scriptures teaching the they will not end up in hell.
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In much the same way God allows nations to rise and fall under the weight of 
their sins. Those who founded this nation knew that there had to be a moral 
compass to follow thus their belief in God played a big roll in not just our 
Constitution but the Bill of Rights also. The L/P has done the same thing to the 
country that they do to the church. Is it any wonder this great nation has fallen 
to the depths of depravity that it has. There is NOTHING good in the progressive
liberals doctrine in either case. Progressive liberals pave the way to hell with 
their very souls and the souls of those deceived by them. So yes hell is going to 
play a huge part in the end. I can't help but remember the words of the Lord 
when he said.....

Mat 7:18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. Mat 7:19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is
hewn down, and cast into the fire. Mat 7:20  Wherefore by their fruits ye 
shall know them. Mat 7:21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven. Mat 7:22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? Mat 7:23  And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

What a sad day this is going to be for the progressive liberal.

Till next we meet
God bless
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E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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ALIEN AMENABILITY TO THE LAW OF CHRIST

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

It is exceedingly strange that anyone claiming to be informed in the Word of God
would deny that alien sinners are accountable to the law of Christ. However, 
there have been in the past and there presently are those who advocate this fatal 
error. In essence, those who advocate this view divide the Gospel into separate 
bodies of spiritual law, with one for aliens only and the other for the church only.

A brief history of past and present proponents of this heresy is in order. In the 
early 1950s brethren Carl Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett began insisting that 
there is a Scriptural distinction between “Gospel” (the plan of salvation) and 
“doctrine” (the rest of the New Testament), arguing that only aliens were to hear 
the “Gospel” while the “doctrine” was to be taught only to saints. At about the 
same time the late brother E.C. Fuqua began denying that “the World” (alien 
sinners) was not subject to any spiritual law of Christ, but was only under civil 
law. He was effectively exposed and discredited by brother Tom Warren in a 
written debate in 1954.

In the early 1970s brother James D. Bales began “testing the waters” with his 
doctrinal system denying that aliens were accountable to the law of Christ on the
grounds that they were not “in the covenant” of Christ. He argued that aliens are 
only under a “law written in the heart” and the “entrance requirements of the 
covenant” (the plan of salvation).2 He soon began dedicating all of his 
considerable abilities to writing several books and engaging in several written 
debates to promote his doctrine.

A few years ago brother Dan Billingsly began indicating that he was sympathetic 
with the Bales view of the covenants. In the early 1980s he began teaching this 
doctrine constantly through his local pulpit, church bulletin and radio program, 
and through tracts and booklets. At about this same time he began challenging 
various brethren to public discussions of this issue. In 1984 he began two 
monthly papers for the sole purpose of promoting his doctrinal hobby. I met him
in an oral public debate on this issue June 16–17, 1986.4 He continues to press 
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this doctrine with unabated zeal.

The motives behind adopting this doctrine are worthy of mention. The 
Ketcherside/Garrett motive was originally to support their radical anti-located 
preacher stance. They have since switched to radical liberalism, but they have 
kept their Gospel/doctrine dichotomy, using it as the foundation of their unity in
diversity, fellowship everybody heresy. Fuqua and Bales adopted their respective
views in order to avoid the application of Christ's law of marriage, divorce, and 
remarriage to alien sinners. (After all, if aliens are not subject to the Law of 
Christ and Matthew 19:9 is part of His Law, they need not consider His marriage
law at all.)

Billingsly denies holding the Fuqua/Bales views on aliens and Matthew 19:9, 
alleging that this passage is part of a separate “Great Moral Law” to which aliens 
are amenable until they “enter the covenant.” (How he knows this is still a great 
mystery!) Since he alleges that the marriage, divorce, and remarriage errors are 
not Billingsly's motivations, what might they be? From close observation of and 
dealings with him (living in the same city with him for five years and meeting 
him in an oral debate) I have been forced to conclude that his motivations can 
only be ego and vainglory (“By their fruits ye shall know them,” Mat. 7:16).

Sadly, due to the widespread ignorance of the Bible, coupled with the deadly 
twins of spiritual apathy and the prevalence hyper-tolerance among brethren, 
these doctrines are finding a growing acceptance. My assignment in this 
manuscript is to set forth the basic Scriptural evidence that all men (including 
alien sinners) who have lived since the law of Christ went into effect are subject 
to His Law. Having done so, we will have exposed the errors of those who deny 
same, regardless of their motivations. Let us now turn to the evidence. 

Christ Possesses Universal Sovereignty 

The universal sovereignty of Christ is a frequent subject of prophecy. Concerning
the Christ, the prophetic Psalmist wrote, “Thou hast made me the head of the 
nations: a people whom I have not known shall serve me” (Psa. 18:43). Isaiah 
foretold: “In that day shall there be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek” (Isa. 11:10). Zechariah 
prophesied: “And he shall speak peace unto the nations: and his dominion shall 
be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth” (Zech. 9:10). 
While it is true that in the Old Testament God is said to rule over all, the 
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authority and rule promised to Christ was to be distinct from that exercised by 
God before His coming; otherwise there would be no point in the prophetic 
announcements. Isaiah specifically said that “the isles [Gentiles] shall wait for 
his law” and that he would be given “for a covenant of the people, for a light of 
the Gentiles” (Isa. 42:1, 4, 6). Thus the rule of Christ over the Gentiles was to be 
by means of a covenant, also called his “law.” In the ages before Christ came God
exercised his rule over men in a direct way, both before and during the Mosaical 
age. It is manifest from these prophecies (and several others) that Christ would 
exercise justice, judgment, and authority not only over Israel, but over all men, 
by means of his Covenant, His Law.

We see the universal sovereignty of Christ by means of his Word in the great 
commission. “All nations” are to be made disciples in contrast to the “one 
nation” of Israel (Mat. 28:19). “All the world” and the “whole creation” (not 
merely the Jews) were addressed by the Law of Christ (Mark 16:15–16). 
“Repentance and Remission of sins” (a synecdoche for the entire Gospel) was to 
be preached “unto all the nations” (Luke 24:47). The unifying theme of these 
three passages is the universality of the Law of Christ (which is the same as the 
Covenant, the Doctrine, the Gospel of Christ, et al.). Since the Law of Christ is 
addressed to all men, it follows that all men are accountable to it. (The Mosaical 
Law was addressed to all Israelites, therefore every Israelite was accountable to 
it.)

The universal sovereignty of Christ is seen in the claims of John the Baptizer: 
“He that cometh from above is above all,…he that cometh from heaven is above 
all.... The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hands” (John 
3:31, 35). Christ's universal sovereignty is seen in the claims He made of himself:
“All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth” (Mat. 28:18); 
“Even as thou gavest him authority over all flesh” (John 17:2).

The titles that belong to Christ prove his universal sovereignty. He is “head of 
the nations” (Psa. 18:43). “He will judge the world with righteousness and the 
peoples with his truth” (96:13). “He is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36). He is ”…the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15; cf. 
Rev. 17:14). He is “Ruler of the earth” (1:5, KJV). The universal sovereignty of 
Christ is seen in the apostolic claims for Him. “Christ…is over all, God blessed 
forever” (Rom. 9:5). “God made Christ to sit at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come” 
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(Eph. 1:21). (While it is true that verse 22 says that Christ is also head of the 
church [which I freely grant and constantly preach], his headship of the church 
is said to be in addition to his universal sovereignty.

Bales/Billingsly have no more right to add only in connection with the Lord's 
headship over the church than the Baptists have to add only in connection with 
faith!) God has given Christ a name that is above every name (Phi. 2:9). Angels, 
authorities, and powers are subject to Christ (1 Pet. 3:22).

By means of six categories of evidence I have demonstrated that Christ has 
authority over every human being. The only way to deny this is to deny the 
meaning of common, ordinary words used by the Holy Spirit to declare the 
universal sovereignty of the Son of God. Since Christ possesses all authority, it 
must follow that all men are accountable to His Will, for this is the means by 
which He exercises His authority.

Click Here

Come visit us on FaceBook get scriptural answers to your questions.
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SOWING TO THE SPIRIT
John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked:  for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh, shall also of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of gthe Spirit reap life 
everlasting.  And let us not be weary in well doing:  for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” (Gal. 6:7-10)

If one travels throughout the south during the time of harvest (perhaps 
sometime in October) we know that it is typically a time of reaping.  To those of 
us who grew up in the country, particularly on a farm, it was a special time of 
year.  A time to see tangible results of many hours of work.  God ordained two 
important festivities relative to harvest:    Pentecost is one, which was celebrated
at the beginning of harvest.  This was also known as the harvest of the 
“firstfruits” (Ex. 23 & Lev. 23).   The other is one we don't talk about as much, 
and this was the Feast of Tabernacles, which was celebrated at the end of the 
harvest.  Prophets of God used the idea of reaping to communicate matters of 
morality.  For example:  Hosea used this concept in Hosea 8:7 when he stated – 
“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind...”  Jeremiah 
also used the figure of reaping.  “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved.” (Jer. 8:20)   Jesus compared the reactions of people to God's 
word in the terms of sowing and reaping in Matthew 13. Paul uses this same 
figure in our text of study in this article.

I want us to look first at the contrast word in verse 8 of our lesson text.  That 
little word “but” is significant of a change of thought, or change of ideas.  We 
have been taught and we accept easily the idea that sowing to the flesh brings 
about inevitable reaping.  God's word has shown this fact in the sin of David's 
fornication with Bathsheba, and his murder of Bathsheba's husband (Uriah).  
God's word further shows this fact in the case of Judas in his betrayal of our 
Lord and Savior—And in the reaping that was reserved for  Ananias and 
Sapphira when they lied to God and to the Holy Spirit. (Acts 5)  There are many 
statements in the Bible that reflect this thought—That if we sow to the flesh we 
will reap punishment for our sins. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life.” (Rom. 6:23)  BUT, what about sowing to the Spirit?  I 
suggest to you that reaping is just as certain when one sows to the Spirit, as it is 
when one sows to the flesh.   Are we as sure that we shall reap when we sow to  
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the Spirit?  We need to be!  But, what is meant by sowing to the Spirit? Sowing to
the Spirit  means to “walk by the Spirit.”  “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” (Gal. 5:16)  Sowing to the Spirit 
means that we are “led by the Spirit.”  “But if ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not 
under the law.” (Gal. 5:18)  Sowing to the Spirit means that we are living “in the 
Spirit.”   “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” (Gal. 5:25)  The 
important question of the day is:  “How does the Spirit lead us?”    Does the 
Spirit lead us without means, and therefore directly leads each one of us in 
individual ways?  Does the Spirit have a different message for each and every 
one of us?  Does God's Spirit fall on us as it did on the apostles on the day of 
Pentecost?  No, no, and no!  God's Holy Spirit leads us by certain means; namely
by God's inspired word.  Consider Galatians 5:7 when Paul writes:  “Ye did run 
well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?”  NOTICE:   The 
“truth” was directing, but the Spirit was leading.  Look at John 16:13 – “Howbeit
when the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide (lead) you into all truth:  for he 
shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:  
and he will shew you things to come.”

What I would like to do now is to lead you through some of the specific things 
that we, as Christians, can sow to the Spirit.   And the first thing I would like for 
us to look at is personal “fruit.”  Galatians 5:22-23 tells us:  “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 
temperance, against such there is no law.”  The Spirit causes us to rejoice. (Phil.
4:4) “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice.”  Compare these with 
the “add to” graces of Second Peter 1:5-8 – “And beside this, giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge, 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  For if these 
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Look at how we 
restore the erring (Gal. 6:1).  “If a man be overtaken in a fault; ye who are 
spiritual restore such and one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest 
thou also be tempted.”   Who is spiritual?  Those that are led by the Spirit (Gal. 
5:18). “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.”  The spiritual 
know the value of a person's spiritual welfare.  Bearing burdens is another way 
in which we “sow to the Spirit” (Gal. 6:2). “Bear ye one another's burdens and 
so fulfill the law of Christ.”  A person's burdens may have caused the “overtaken”
condition in the first place.  Burdens of sorrow, pain, rejection, and guilt.    We 
need to be willing to help our fellow Christian to bear such burdens.   And 
bearing the burden of your own personal responsibility is just another way of 
sowing to the Spirit.  It may be the burden carried by a husband.   A wife may 
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also be burdened; or a father;  a son or daughter;  an employee or employer.  
When we give, we are sowing to the Spirit (Gal. 6:6).  “Let him that is taught in 
the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.”  Paul called 
giving “sowing” (II Cor. 9:6). “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap sparingly, and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”  
Now preacher, how do we know that is talking about giving? Just look at the 
next verse.  “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity:  for God loveth a cheerful giver.”  When you 
give you sow, and those that sow shall reap!  “Well doing” is sowing to the Spirit  
(Gal. 6:9). “Be not weary in well doing for we shall all reap if we faint not.”  
Preaching God's word is “well doing” (Psalm 126:6).  “He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.”  One cannot bring in sheaves unless he has first 
planted, and reaped what he has sown.  Contrast all these now with the “works 
of the flesh” that Paul lists in Galatians 5:19-21 – “Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these:  Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lascivousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: 
of the which I have also told you in time past, t6hat they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven.”

Reaping is certain—if we faint not.   It can get weary – because there can be 
years involved before we depart this life.  But Jesus is always there to help when 
the load gets heavy.   People may seem ungrateful.  Jesus went through the same
thing.  Remember, he healed ten lepers, but only one returned to thank him.  All 
we need is the opportunity to do good (Gal. 6:10).  “Do good unto all men, 
especially those of the household of faith.”  Do we pray for opportunity or do we 
pray that we will not be burdened with the work that the Lord intends for us to 
do?  One thing for sure.  Life is short and eternity is near.  Our souls are 
immortal.  We will all be in a conscious existence somewhere after we leave this 
life.  And where we awaken on the other side of this life depends on what kind of 
seed we have sown, and where we have sown those seeds.   What about you?  Are
you sowing to the Spirit in the kingdom of God's dear Son?  We sing a song:  'Are
you sowing the seed of the Kingdom?'  Are you?  Or, are you continuing to sow to
the flesh?  Your day shall come!  You will reap.  I pray that you sow in such a way
that you may have the same confidence that Paul had when he wrote to Timothy.
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.  
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:  and not to me only but unto all 
them also that love his appearing.” (II Tim. 4:7-8)
*All scripture references are from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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“I Think God Has A Plan For My Life”

Jerry C. Brewer

Elk City, Okla.

The denominational world of pseudo-Christianity is soaked to the gills with the 
Calvinistic notion that God micro-manages the life of every human on earth, as a
puppet master manipulates his puppets’ strings. That mantra is repeatedly 
intoned by denominationalists—and some members of the church even join in 
the chorus. When one’s marriage is good, he says, “I think this is God’s plan for 
my life.” A college graduate finds a job he absolutely loves and says, “I think this 
is God’s plan for my life.” A preacher “feels led” to move to another location and 
says, “I think God had this planned for my life” (and that “plan” usually involves 
more pay). One lady told of a man falling from a drilling rig, uninjured, and said,
“Someone was riding down with him,” meaning, that was “God’s plan.” When a 
Baptist preacher this week said that he had prayed about what scripture to use at
a lady’s funeral, I whispered to my wife, “Proverbs 31”, after which he said, “And 
God led me me to Provebs 31.” I wasn’t “led” by some mysterious “urge,” 
“prompting,” or “Holy Spirit nudge” to suggest that scripture. I had studied it 
with the brain God gave me for that purpose and recalled it. Neither was he “led”
by a vague “hint” or a miracle. Some Calvinist preachers still claim to be “God’s 
Mouthpiece” thinking God directs every movement and thought as part of His 
“plan” for their lives.

Even when tragedy strikes, God is not immune from such speculations about a 
mysterious “plan.” When my brother died a year ago, a Methodist aunt said, 
“Well that’s God’s plan.” I pointedly told her it was not. God does not kill people 
and it was never his “plan” that we die. When a person escapes an auto wreck, or
some other accident unscathed, he often reasons that “God has a plan for my 
life.” Really? What is that plan? Was part of it to save you from a car wreck? 
And, since God is no respecter of persons, (Acts 10:34; Matt. 5:45), why does he 
not save everyone from accidents if that is “His plan?” None of these people 
know what “God’s plan” is. They just blindly fumble through life trying to figure 
out what it is.
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What all of them have in common is the Calvinistic notion that God 
foreordained everything that happens, even to the moment and method of one’s 
death. General Stonewall Jackson was most consistent in his Calvinistic belief. 
When asked how he could be so calm in battle when bullets flew about him, he 
said, “My religious belief teaches me to feel as safe in battle as in bed. God has 
fixed the time for my death. I do not concern myself about that, but to be always 
ready, no matter when it may overtake me. That is the way all men should live, 
and then all would be equally brave.” His statement sums up the gamut of one’s 
life as viewed through Calvinistic lenses. It was his Calvinistic doctrine that cut 
short the general’s life at Chancellorsville. Had he not embraced that false 
doctrine, Gettysburg might have had a different outcome.

To Calvinists, God ordained everything that occurs in their lives, from before 
they are born, to what clothes they will wear, where they will go, when they will 
eat, what they will eat, where they shop, how they travel, who they will marry, (I 
wonder if Calvinists apply this to “same-sex” marriages), what diseases they will 
contract and the moment of their deaths, etc., ad nauseam. The Calvinist who 
says, “God has a plan for my life,” believes that “plan” is shrouded in mystery 
which he must learn by his subjective conclusions through vague “nudges,” 
“promptings,” and “hints” from the Holy Spirit—an absolutely false concept.

God Does, Indeed, Have A Plan
There is nothing mysterious about God’s plan for man that leaves us groping in 
uncertainty. In communicating His plan to the human race, God did not leave us
in doubt. God’s plan has been set forth by inspiration, and clearly revealed in the
Bible. It is not a one that destroys the free will of man, as God created him, but is
adapted to his free will. Nor does God “have a plan” for each individual life that 
must be sought through subjective feelings. It is a plan that sets two paths before
every person, one of which each we choose by our own free will. Joshua set 
those before Israel, saying,

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye 
will serve; whether the gods that your fathers served which were on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell; 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Josh. 24:15).
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That same choice was expressed by Jesus in the Sermon on The Mount. 

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it (Matt. 7:13-14).

God has a plan for all of mankind, not individual plans for each of the billions 
who have lived in ages past, and who live today. What is His plan? It is so simple
that a child can understand it and it was written by the wisest of ancient mortals.
After recounting the vicissitudes, joys, tribulations, and sorrows of this life 
“under the sun,” Solomon wrote,

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil (Eccl. 12:13-14).

God’s plan for the human race is two-fold: Fear Him and Keep His 
commandments. It’s as simple as that. It applied to every person who lived in 
the past and applies to every living person today. Those who accept than plan 
will enter into life’s strait gate and those who refuse it will enter into the broad 
way of eternal doom.

To “fear God” is to reverence and respect Him as the Creator—to hold His 
Person in awe and to recognize that He alone is the source of man’s life. Growing
out of that genuine reverence will be the desire to “keep his commandments.” In 
verse 14, Solomon sets forth incentives for doing those two things. God will bring
everything we do into judgment. We will be judged according to the lives we 
have lived, and the standard of Judgment will be His commandments. “He that 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).

When an architect designs a building, he has a plan—a blueprint, as it were. That
plan is clearly set forth in words and with specifications that can be understood 
by the builders. The Great Architect of humanity also has a blueprint—a plan—
that is easily understood. If the architect who designed a building was as vague 
about his plan as so many believe God is, our cities and towns would be filled 
with buildings that had no utility or purpose at all. The Bible sets forth God’s 
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blueprint in clear, Holy Spirit-inspired language:

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things which are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth (1 Cor. 2:12-13).

...how that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 
afore in few words; whereby when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ.) which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit (Eph. 3:3-5).

Great masses of “religious” people grope in the darkness of their subjective 
feelings, saying, “I think God has a plan for my life,” because they refuse to “fear 
God and keep his commandments” expressed in His objective standard—the 
Bible—where His plan is revealed in clear terms. They are the same people who 
reject the worship God has prescribed in the Bible, His plan of salvation 
prescribed there, and righteous living He demands therein. They think God has a
plan for their lives and they are right, but they are seeking the wrong kind of 
plan in the wrong place. God’s plan for your life, and mine, is plainly set forth in 
His word. Hear the gospel (Rom. 10:17), believe it (Mark 16:16; John 8:24), 
repent of your sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30-31), Confess Christ as the Son of God 
(Matt. 10:32; Acts 8:37), be baptized for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:38), and live faithfully all of our days so heaven will be ours at last (2 Tim. 4:6-
8). That is God’s plan for the whole world, not the mundane things of life that 
happen to us by chance. “...time and chance happeneth to them all” (Eccl. 9:11), 
but God’s plan does not involve chance. His word is sure and forever settled “in 
heaven” (Psa. 119:89).
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What do these verses have in common?

Stephane Maillet
New Brunswick ,Canada

“Therefore go and make disciples of ALL nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” – (Matthew 28:19)

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” – (Mark 16:16)

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water (baptism) and the Spirit.” – (John 3:5) 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ FOR the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” – (Acts 
2:38)

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day” – (Acts 2:41). Notice, the saved where added to 
the church (Romans 16:16). “Praising God, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” – (Acts
2:47). Again, added, not “joined” 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
Simon himself believed and was baptized” – (Acts 8:12-13)

“As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
"Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?” – (Acts 2:36)

“And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water and Philip baptized him” – (Acts 2:38)
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“He got up and was baptized” – (Acts 9:18)

“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?” – (Acts 10:47)

“So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” – (Acts 10:48)

When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to 
her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay 
at my house." And she persuaded us. – (Acts 16:15)

“At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his family were baptized” – (Acts 16:33)

“and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized” – 
(Acts 18:8)

“On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.” – (Acts 
19:5)

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins 
away, calling on his name” – (Acts 22:16)

“Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” – (Romans 6:3-4)

“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body” – (1 Corinthians 12:13)

“for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.” – (Galatians 3:27)

“one Lord, one faith, one baptism” – (Ephesians 4:5)

“Having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your 
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.” – (Colossians 2:12)

“and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you” – (1 Peter 3:21) <- it 
really doesn’t get any clearer than that!

…. And you say baptism/immersion in water is NOT necessary for salvation? 
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With all due respect my friend, you’ve been deceived and 2 Corinthians applies 
to you! “But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” – (Joshua 
24:15)

Why anyone would deny the need to be baptized FOR SALVATION is beyond 
me, lost souls deceived by denominational teaching, false doctrines and 
traditions of men. 

WAKE UP & READ UP!

“All the churches of Christ send greetings” – (Romans 16:16)

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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Website Design and Hosting Click Here

The Keys Of The Kingdom 26

http://www.totalconceptmarketing.com/church-sites/
http://www.totalconceptmarketing.com/church-sites/

	Dub McClish Pg: 9
	“I Think God Has A Plan For My Life”

