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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Hello Everyone,

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reaer here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.

Please take time to thank the men who put their time and effort into
bringing you this publication. I am sure they will appreciate it.
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Two Categories For Biblical Authority:

Jim Miller 
Gray, Maine 

One is general and the other is specific. We should be familiar with both. They 
are easily distinguished from one another. As an example, Lets say you tell your 
spouse to pick up a few groceries on their way home from work. This would be a 
general command. Your spouse stops at the store and buys ice cream, candy, 
cookies, steak and potato's. They have obeyed the the command because all 
these fall under the scope of groceries. Now lets say your spouse was told to buy 
bread, milk, steak, beans and potato's, this would be a specific command. Now 
the spouse comes home with bread, milk, steak, beans and potato's, and also 
cookies, chips and soda, the spouse has not faithfully obeyed because he/she has
gone beyond what was commanded. So we can see that general authority 
includes all that is necessary to the carrying out of a command. Specific 
authority excludes everything except that which is precisely stated. We can also 
say that the car, bus, bicycle etc. used to go to the store was an expedient (the 
means by which to get there)

So understanding the two types of authority we can now get to the heart of this 
article. These rules must be applied to determine Scriptural Authority, without 
authority from scripture an expedient is unauthorized also. An expedient does 
not violate any scriptural principle.

To show that an expediency can not be used with out authority let us look at 
some examples.

Let us take the Lords Super for instance, there might be some who would say it 
is more expedient for them to partake of it on Wednesday instead of Sunday. 
However, the command is to partake of it on Sunday the first day of the week. 
Therefore having it on Wednesday is unauthorized and the expedient is void. We
must remember true expedients are always within the purview of example, 
statement, command.

We all know the story of Uzzah in (2 Sam. 6:6). And what happened when the 
oxen shook the cart upon which the ark was placed. Though it might have been 
expedient Uzzah discovered his act was not lawful because God had prohibited 
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anyone from touching the ark of the covenant. The real blame belongs to David 
though because he did not follow Gods instructions as to how the ark was to be 
moved. Though the cart pulled by oxen may have been an expedient they were 
not lawful. The law specified that it was to be carried by the Levites.

Expedients never cause others to sin. Sometimes a practice might be lawful, and 
still not be expedient (1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23). The eating of meats sacrificed to idols 
was lawful. However, it was a stumbling block to weaker brethren as it led them 
to violate their conscience.

Take heed and be sure you have authority from Gods word before you do things.

Footnote: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV 
Bible.
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E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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Church Websites

If you or your church needs a website to further the
Lords work in your area contact me I can make it
affordable for just about anyone. See some of my

work by following these links.
http://thescripturecache.com

http://graychurchofchrist.com
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom

http://falsedoctrinesofman.com

Contact me at jfmiller61@gmail.com
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“Eis”

Tim Bench 
Abilene, Texas. 

The Greek word ε ς, or “eis” (Strong's #1559) appears 1,774 times in the New ἰ
Testament, and is the Greek word for the English word “for”, one of the more 
frequently appearing prepositions in the New Testament (Dub McClish 
interview, 7-18-2016). The word is defined as per Strong's as “into, in, unto, to, 
upon, towards, for, among” and by the NASB Exhaustive Concordance as “to or 
into (indicating the point reached or entered, of place, time, fig. purpose, 
result)”. Thayer's Greek lexicon similarly defines the word as “a preposition 
governing the accusative, and denoting entrance into, or direction and 
limit: into, to, toward, for, among.”

“Spanning the New Testament, there are approximately 1,774 occurrences of the 
Greek preposition eis.  In light of the abundance of examples, the overall sense 
of the preposition becomes apparent from the context in which it is found.  An 
examination of its usage indicates the preposition is always prospective in 
direction and never retrospective. It is a goal or aim oriented term. The 
preposition eis is used with the accusative case, indicating the object of verbal 
action.  Typical English translations include terms such as in, into, to, unto, 
toward, for, in order to, etc.”

from “The Greek Preposition "Eis" from the Leiper's Fork Church of Christ. 

Despite the seemingly straight-forward and clear definition of eis, specific 
groups and denominations will attempt to foist a very different meaning into the
word's definition….many Baptists, for example. will suggest that eis indicates 
PAST action in verses such as Acts 2:38, suggesting that being baptized “for the 
forgiveness of sins” indicates baptism BECAUSE a person's sins have ALREADY 
been forgiven, thus relegating baptism to a non-essential action. 

“Also, the words "for the remission" in that verse is a bad translation. It really 
says "because your sins have been remitted" meaning because you are already 
forgiven, now you may do it if you so choose”…..exact quote from a Facebook 
discussion with several members of the Baptist church, from “Once saved, 
always saved” Facebook page, 10-14-2015. 

Another example, again from a Baptist source….
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“As to the preposition "for" or "unto" (Greek eis), again the meaning is 
ambiguous. "For" can mean "in order to," as when a man works "for" pay that he
expects to receive later; but it can also mean "because of," as when he receives 
pay "for" work already done. Likewise "unto" may have either a past or future 
reference, relating either an addition to something already had or an attainment 
to something else.

Properly translating in contextual agreement with New Testament language and 
teaching, Acts 2:38 may be read as follows: "And Peter said to them, Repent ye, 
and each of you be baptized upon the name of Jesus Christ because of remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

which onefrom “Baptism for Remission” by Rosco Brong, Faith Baptist Church, 
Wauseon, Ohio. 

Such a doctrinal stance on eis runs counter to the widely-supported definition of 
the word, and renders more than one instance and application of the word in the
New Testament nonsensical. In this brief article, I would like for each of us to 
briefly consider the plethora of citations from an array of linguistic and 
hermaneutic sources which indicate that eis is forward “looking” or “moving” in 
its definition, and that the application of “because of” as a meaning for eis is 
inaccurate. 

“Notice that both “repent” and “be baptized” are for the same purpose. Whatever
repentance is for in this verse, so is baptism. The preposition “for” takes the 
accusative case, which denotes motion forward, and therefore means “in order 
to”, “unto”, and never means “because of”. 

The identical expression occurs in Mattthew 26:28, “For this is the blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins”. Surely no one
would argue that Jesus died because men's sins were already forgiven; rather 
Jesus die in order that men's sins might be forgiven”….

         
From “Baptism is essential” by Max Patterson, Spiritual Sword, January 1998, 
page 17. 

“The Greek term eis (for, εις) is found about 1,750 times in the New Testament. 
While it has a variety of meaning shades, it always is prospective (forward 
looking), and is never retrospective (backward looking) in its direction It is “an 
indicator of direction toward a goal, not as an indicator of location without 
direction” (Balz, 398). The preposition is used with the accusative case, meaning
it points to the object of verbal action. Thus eis generally is translated by such 
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terms as in, into, unto, to, toward, etc. It is a goal-oriented term.
Theologically speaking, the construction of the compound verbs — “repent and 
be baptized” — connected with the prepositional phrase — “for the forgiveness of
sins” — demonstrates that the sense of eis cannot possibly be “because of,” thus 
conveying the sense, “on account of the forgiveness of your sins." And why is 
that?
                
Because it would equally affirm that one is required to “repent” because of the 
forgiveness of his sins. Who in the world subscribes to the notion that one 
repents of sin because his transgressions are forgiven already? That makes no 
sense at all”.
            
From “The Preposition “Eis” in Acts 2:38” by Wayne Jackson, Christian Courier

“Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: “to obtain the 
forgiveness of sins, Acts ii.38.” (P. 94).

Kittle’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament: "Eis" in Matt. 12:41; Lk. 
11:32 ("with a view to the preaching of repentance") states the reason and 
denotes a logical connection. “In Acts 2:38 eis denotes the direction of an action 
to a specific end as it does in Matt. 26:28; Mk. 1:4; Lk. 3:3.”
         
Bauer’s A Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature: “to denote purpose in order to; for forgiveness of sins; so 
that sins might be forgiven (Cf. Matt. 26:28; cf. Mk. 1:4; Lk. 3:3; Acts 2:38.”.
         
A. Oepke in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament: “The preposition 
denotes the direction of an action to a specific end. This means that the act of the
repentance and baptism is directed toward the specific goal of the forgiveness of 
sins.” He specifically cites: “John baptizes, and Jesus sheds His blood for the 
forgiveness of sins (Mk. 1:4; Lk. 3:3; Matt. 26:28; cf. Ac. 2:38). The pairing 
together of these passages shows that the reason why Jesus shed His blood is the
same reason that one is to be baptized, i.e., ‘so that sins might be forgiven.’” 
         
Barkley M. Newman and Eugene A. Nida in A Translator’s Handbook on the 
Acts of the Apostles: Newman and Nida write that the phrase “so that your sins 
will be forgiven (literally ‘into a forgiveness of your sins’) ... modifies both main 
verbs: turn away from your sins and be baptized.”.
       
 The Expositor’s Greek Testament (R. J. Knowling): “Eis… signifying the aim 
(that is, the aim of the command is the forgiveness of sins).”
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 F. D. Moule, An Idiom-Book of New Testament Greek: Moule clearly regards eis
in Acts 2:38 as “final or consecutive,” meaning “in the sense with a view to, or 
resulting in. The grammatical idea is that repentance and baptism result in the 
forgiveness of sins.” (P. 70.).

 Although neither a lexicon nor a version, G. R. Beasley-Murray’s Baptism in the 
New Testament is a classic presentation of the apostolic teaching on baptism. In 
this scholarly work, he says: “Whatever the relationship between baptism and 
the gift of the Spirit elsewhere in Acts, there appears to be no doubt as to the 
intention of Acts 2:38: the penitent believer baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
may expect to receive at once the Holy Spirit, even as he is assured of the 
immediate forgiveness of his sins.” (P. 108).”
from “Issues: A Second Look At Acts 2:38.”

“Among the blessings ascribed to baptism in these writers are the following: 
remission of sins, salvation. Illumination, eternal life, regeneration, and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. The unanimity and vigor of the early second-century 
statements about baptism are presumptive of a direct relationship between 
baptism and forgiveness of sins from the early days of the church. The 
consistency with which second-century authors make the statements which they 
do would have been impossible if this had not been the common Christian 
understanding earlier. It is inconceivable that the whole Christian world 
reversed its understanding of the meaning of its central rite of conversion within
fifty years of the lifetime of the apostles.”

From “Early Christians Speak”, page 38, by Dr. Everett Ferguson, Abilene 
Christian University. 

“Greek authorities, Louw and Nida, classify eis as “a marker of intent, often with 
the implication of expected result—‘for the purpose of, in order to’” (1996, LN  
89.57, respecting Acts 2:38).  James Swanson describes eis as “in order to, a  
marker of purpose” (1997, #1650, 6.). He references the previous Louw/Nida  
citation, “LN 89.57.”

The Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised Edition (Aland, et. al., 2006) also  
connects eis in Acts 2:38 with the cited explanation “LN 89.57” indicating “for  
the purpose of, in order to.”  The subsequent definition by Strong is referenced  
as well.

James Strong defines the preposition eis: “to or into (indicating the point 
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reached  or entered), of place, time, or (fig.) purpose, (result, etc.)” (2009, A 
Concise  Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament and the Hebrew Bible).
The Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament states that eis is “an indicator of
direction toward a goal, not as an indicator of location without direction.”  
Regarding Acts 2:38, eis  is used “to indicate purpose”  (Balz, 1990, Vol. 1, pp.  
398-99).

E. W. Bullinger provided the definition: “eis, into, to, unto, with a view to; hence 
with respect to a certain event, in order to, for”  (1999, p. 295; italics in orig.).

Arndt and Gingrich define eis: “in order to ”; declaring the meaning of the 
phrase  as: “for forgiveness of sins, so that sins might be forgiven . . . Acts 2:38:” 
(1967, p. 228).  

Likewise, celebrated scholar, J. H. Thayer, citing Acts 2:38,  translates the 
phrase as follows: “eis aphesin hamartion, to obtain   the forgiveness of sins” 
(1958, p. 94).

Ceslas Spicq conveyed: “Water baptism is a means of realizing this  conversion, 
and its goal – something altogether new – is a  washing, ‘the remission of sins’” 
(1994, p. 242).  We find here the  concept of being “born again” (John 3:7), 
through “the washing of  water with the word” (Ephesians 5:26) and “by the 
washing of  regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).  Paul  
indicted some of the Corinthians as formerly rank sinners, but  assured them, 
saying, “but you were washed, but you were  sanctified, but you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus  Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 
6:11).  As noted  by Spicq, baptism “is a washing, ‘the remission of sins.’”

Robinson also connected forgiveness of sins with baptism,  commenting that eis 
in Acts 2:38, marked “the object and effect of  the rite of baptism; chiefly with eis
c. acc. to baptize or be baptized  into anything” (1855, p. 118).

These quotations have been taken from the most prestigious Greek scholars of 
the past two centuries, and none have any known association with the church of 
Christ.”

       
From “The Greek Preposition "Eis"”,  Leiper's Fork Church of Christ, Franklin, 
TN.  

“...the essential idea of the preposition eis is that of "direction toward" and can 
in certain contexts mean even "entrance into" something or a state. It is always 
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prospective and never retrospective in use -- whether in the Greek NT or in 
secular Greek usage.
No such use of eis to mean "because of" has ever existed outside of man-made 
theologies.”

Howard Daniel Denham, Truth Bible Institute, personal interview, 2-12-2016. 

"I have never understood how Baptist preachers can make  repentance a 
condition for salvation and then exclude baptism. They usually claim that 
repentance is "for" ("in order to obtain") the remission of sins and baptism is for 
("because of") the remission of sins. However, the preposition "for" cannot 
express two different relationships to the two words-what it means to baptism it 
means to repentance. If repentance is essential to salvation, then so is baptism.

A parallel passage can be found in Acts 3:19, "Repent therefore and  be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out." Repentance  occupies the same 
place in both passages. In Acts 3:19 "be  converted" occupies the place that "be 
baptized" is given in Acts  2:38. They are therefore identical in act and purpose-
whatever baptism is for in Acts 2:38, conversion is for in Acts 3:19"…

From “Baptism For The Remission Of Sins” by David Padfield.

“The preposition "for," being eis, means necessary to; in order to. It makes 
remission of sins depend on baptism in the same sense in which it depends on 
repentance. An application of the simple rules of grammar will make this fact 
clear. For instance, transposing the sentence it reads: "Every one of you repent 
and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins." Here two
things--repentance and baptism--are related to a third, the remission of sins. 
The two things are connected with the one thing by the particle eis. The one 
particle eis cannot express two relations. Whatever relation repentance bears to 
the remission of sins, baptism bears that same relation. Is repentance essential 
to remission of sins? So is baptism.”

From “Repentance And Baptism” by Foy E. Wallace Jr., January 1942 issue of 
Bible Banner. 

“….you will notice that Peter does not speak of baptism only, but  of both 
repentance and baptism. "Repent and let every one of you be baptized... for the 
forgiveness of sins..." (Acts 2:38). If the argument places forgiveness before 
baptism, it also places forgiveness before repentance.  In other words, a person 
should  repent not to receive forgiveness, but because forgiveness has  already 
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taken place, and therefore repentance is not necessary to forgiveness.

This would make all the translators wrong who make Peter say,  "Repent and 
return so that your sins may be blotted out" (Acts  3:19). If the argument is 
correct, then the translators are  incorrect. They should make Peter say, “Repent 
and return  because your sins have been be blotted out.”

From “Baptism and the Greek Word  “eis”” at WWW.SIMPLYBIBLE.COM.

Persons arbitrarily assigning meanings such as “because of” to eis would be 
normally expected to apply their designations consistently, in OTHER instances 
where eis appears in the New Testament. This is not the case….

“The phrase “for the remission of sins” translates the Greek eis aphesin ton 
hamartion. The preposition eis points to a goal that is as yet unreached. Never, 
in any reputable translation, is this expression rendered “because of the 
remission of sins.”

Compare, for instance, the use of the phrase in Matthew 26:28. In that text, 
Jesus declared: “For this is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for 
[eis] the remission of sins.”

Now here is an appropriate question: Does it matter whether or not one believes 
that the Lord shed his blood “to obtain” remission of sins, or if he died “because 
of” pardon already effected? Is what one believes regarding the efficacious 
nature of Christ’s death important?

How can one possibly hold the viewpoint that opposite constructions are equally
valid? Such is a wholly illogical position. How can one conscientiously 
ignore inspired grammatical forms that were designed to convey precise 
religious ideas?

Unfortunately, this is the extreme to which some appear to be driven in their 
irresponsible attempts to extend Christian fellowship across the borders of 
modern denominationalism.

Underline the phrase “for the remission of sins” in Acts 2:38, and in your margin
make this notation: See Matthew 26:28 — same purpose phrase.”

from “Acts 2:38 – Carroll Osburn and “For the Remission of Sins”” by Wayne 
Jackson, Christian Courier. 

"The truth will never suffer by giving to 'eis' it's true significance.  When the 
Campbellites translate 'in order to' in Acts 2:38, they translate correctly...”
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If it ever means ...in the sense of a retrospective or commemorative reference to 
a past event, we have failed to find an example.”

From Baptist scholar J.W. Wilmarth, “Is Baptism Necessary for Salvation?” by 
Myles Davis, www.hebrewroot.com. See also Warren-Ballard Debate, page 186, 
and “"For" of Acts 2:38” by Robby Eversole. 

The citations from such sources number far more than space allows in this 
article, but it seems abundantly obvious to any reader who examines these 
materials that eis did not nor does not indicate action “because of”, and thus 
baptism “because of” sins already forgiven is flawed, perhaps even at the eternal 
peril of souls who would reject baptism or deny its absolute and paramount 
importance (see Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21, Matthew 28:18-19, Acts 22:16, etc.). 
The bottom line is simply that we are, as Christians, to be baptized in order to 
BE saved, NOT because we are ALREADY saved. To suggest such flies in the face
of logic,  dozens of Greek scholars and studies, the  definition of “eis” itself, the 
New  Testament, and the very words of Jesus  Christ Himself. 

Baptism is commanded by and its importance spoken of in unambiguous terms 
by Jesus Christ Himself. It is the writer's sincere hope that readers will see the 
importance, rationale, and purpose of baptism via this article (Mark 16:16, 1 
Peter 3:21, etc.)…..and that “purpose” is, as Acts 2:38 stipulates, baptism being 
“for” “the remission of sins”, clearly indicating “in order to”/”for the purpose of”.
Do not fall prey to the denominational belief that sins are “forgiven” BEFORE 
baptism, a doctrinal stance for which there exists not one example in the New 
Testament. 

Footnote: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV
Bible.
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CHRISTIANITY—A MILITANT RELIGION

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

Various circumstances have combined in recent years to put the term militant in
bad company in the minds of many.  Radical and lawless left-wing political 
groups that provoke and engage in behavior causing personal injury and 
destruction of private property are rightly labeled “militant.” Their violent antics
have caused many sane folk to shrink from anything that resembles such 
temperament. Political liberals in our nation’s capital and in the media have for 
several years been falsely influencing our citizenry to conceive of a strong 
national defense force as some sort of ill-begotten imperialistic “militancy.” The 
re-emergence of Islam as a militant and terrorist force against Western nations 
of late has caused many to shrink from any positive concept of Biblical militancy,
even in spiritual matters.  

The simple meaning of militant, however, is to be “vigorously active, aggressive, 
or combative” (Random House College Dictionary). Militant and military are 
both “neutral” words, inherently neither good nor evil. The existence of “good 
warfare” (1 Tim. 1:18) implies the existence of its opposite. Therefore, the 
respective virtue or vice connoted by these terms depends completely upon that 
to which they are applied. 

The Scriptures imply God-ordained enforcement agents of some sort that will 
punish those who are evil and protect law-abiding citizens (Rom. 13:1–5; 1 Pet. 
2:13–14). Such agents include both police forces (to maintain domestic order) 
and military forces (to defend nations against hostile forces). Both police and 
military powers have for centuries been prostituted by wicked and militant 
tyrants in order to broaden and maintain their own political power. All such 
efforts illustrate evil militancy. Likewise, the radical elements mentioned earlier 
are unquestionably militant, but in destructive causes.

While God’s servant shrinks from the horrors of misplaced militancy and 
misused military, let us not be too quick to discard these terms in their 
legitimate connotations. (It is never proper to use the abuse of a word or a 
principle as a reason to discard or abandon the word or principle itself.) Only 
those who are totally ignorant of the content of the New Testament could 



possibly be unaware of the frequency with which the inspired writers employ 
military metaphors. These are designed, apparently, not only to teach its readers
valuable lessons about the nature of the kingdom and its work, but also to 
motivate us to be militant in the service of Christ with courage and valor. 

We Are Soldiers and We Are at War
As Epaphroditus (Phi. 2:25), Timothy (2 Tim. 2:3), Archippus (Phi. 2), and Paul 
were soldiers of Christ, so are we. The Christian is not promised a life free of 
conflict filled with ease and comfort. Contrariwise, the Bible says we are at war: 

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh (for 
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before God to 
the casting down of strongholds) (2 Cor. 10:3–4). 

Although the Lord’s kingdom does not war according to the flesh and we do not 
use physical weapons against the enemies of Christ, Paul declares that the 
“normal” environment in which the church operates is a war zone. 

Real Soldiers Suffer for the Cause
No soldier can know at the time of enlistment what experiences or perils he will 
face. He may be sent on a mission under sealed orders, learning only when he 
reaches his destination that his task is life-threatening. However, loyalty to his 
enlistment oath—to obey his commander-in-chief and to defend his country—
will motivate him to execute his orders at whatever cost. 

Likewise, no soldier of Christ can foresee what all he may be called upon to bear 
for his Lord, but bear it he must. That decision should have been made at the 
time he confessed Christ as the Son of God and as his Lord (Rom. 10:9–10) and 
then “enlisted” by being baptized into Christ (6:3–4). Jesus describes 
persecutions and other sacrifices made for Him as a “cross” that each of us must 
bear if we would faithfully follow Him: Whosoever doth not bear his own cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple (Luke 14:27; cf. 9:23). A good soldier 
of Christ Jesus will suffer hardship rather than retreat under enemy fire or 
compromise with evil and error (2 Tim. 2:3). 

Soldiers in the armies of men must devote their full attention to their service. No
soldier who is truly serving his commander …entangleth himself in the affairs of
this life; that he may please him who enrolled him as a soldier (v. 4). Soldiers 
on duty or in battle must not allow non-military pursuits to distract them from 
pleasing their commanders. 

Jesus’ soldiers must remember that they are “on duty” all of the time. The Lord’s
army is weak and struggling in many areas of the battlefield because the service 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 18



of the troops is occasional and irregular. They have allowed the care of the 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches (Mat. 13:22) to entangle and distract them
so that they no longer seek more than anything else to please Him Who enrolled 
them and to place the interests of His kingdom first (6:33).

We Know Who the Enemy Is
The Bible specifies the commander-in-chief of the enemy forces on the great 
battlefield of life. Satan, the devil, the arch-adversary, leads this awful onslaught 
against Truth and righteousness. He would destroy every soul eternally if he had 
his way. He stalks his prey, requiring our constant vigilance: Be sober, be 
watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour, whom withstand stedfast in your faith… (1 Pet. 5:9). He 
disguises himself and thereby deceives the undiscerning masses: For even Satan
fashioneth himself into an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). The devil is crafty and 
clever; we must ever be aware of and stand against his wiles (Eph. 6:11). 

Satan employs men in his despicable assaults (Paul identified Elymas as a son of
the devil [Acts 13:8–10]). The devil uses fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul (1 Pet. 2:11). However, our real warfare is 

…[N]ot against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the 
powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). 

The Lord Provides Our Equipment
An army can be no better than its equipment, both for defending itself and for 
attacking the enemy. Jesus Christ, our Commander-in-Chief (Mat. 28:18; Col. 
1:18; 1 Tim. 6:14–16), has equipped His army well. He provides armor for our 
protection. This armor is identified generally with light and with righteousness 
(Rom 13:12; 2 Cor. 6:7). The spiritual soldier who will be able to withstand in 
the evil day is he who has put on the whole armor of God (Eph. 6:13), as Paul 
itemizes:

Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put 
on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace; withal taking up the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
evil one. And take the helmet of salvation… (Eph. 6:14–17a).

But let us, since we are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation (1 The. 5:8).

The commander-in-chief of an army does not personally buckle the armor on 
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each of his soldiers. Each soldier is provided with equipment for battle, and it is 
his responsibility alone to utilize it. So it is in God’s spiritual army. Although 
He has the ability to do so, God does not directly, immediately, and/or 
personally put armor on His soldiers, though some among us would have it so. 
Rather, Paul tells us that God has provided the panoply, and it is completely 
our responsibility to utilize it. 

All of these pieces of armor are related to and supplied by the inspired Word, 
which furnishes us completely for every good work, including every tough battle 
(2 Tim. 3:16–17). The word of his [God’s] grace is fully able to edify us and take 
us to our eternal inheritance (Acts 20:32). It behooves us then to follow the 
example of the noble Berean Jews who searched the scriptures daily (17:11). We 
must honor the command of Peter to add knowledge to our faith and virtue (2 
Pet. 1:5) and to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (3:18). 

Paul commands that we put on the whole armor or God” and “take up the 
whole armor of God (Eph. 6:11, 13; cf. 1 The. 5:8; 1 Pet. 4:1; emph. DM). He 
repeats as he lists them that we ourselves are to strap on each piece of armor 
(Eph. 6:14–17). The only means of putting on this armor is through diligent 
study and application of the Word of God. Many a soldier has fallen in the daily 
trench warfare of temptation because ignorance of God’s Word left him 
defenseless against the fiery darts of the evil one. How badly we all need to 
remember the perfect defense against temptation and the perfect preventive for 
sin: Thy word have I laid up in my heart, That I might not sin against thee 
(Psa. 119:11).   

Could the apostle’s instructions in Ephesians 6:11–17 be his own explanation of 
the way God will strengthen us with power through his Spirit in the inward 
man? (3:16). Note that he is discussing the means of our attaining spiritual 
strength in both contexts. In 3:16 he tells us God will give us strength. In 6:11–17
he tells us the means by which He gives it—not directly, but indirectly—
through our own utilization of His perfect instructions.

Although Paul once mentioned our weapons (2 Cor. 10:4), when it came time to 
get specific, he subsumed all of our weapons of spiritual warfare in one great 
weapon: And take…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Eph. 6:17.
(Noteworthy is the fact that each of the pieces of armor that we are to put on 
relates directly to the Word of God as it source. Thus both for defense and for 
offense, our security rests in the written Word.) 

Just as the Holy Spirit does not supernaturally and immediately furnish us with 
spiritual armor, neither does He give us knowledge apart from our study of His 
complete and all-sufficient Word. This is our mighty offensive weapon. With it 
our Commander-in-Chief withstood Satan and put him to flight in the 
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wilderness temptations (Mat. 4:1–11). The scripture cannot be broken (10:35). It
cleanses (15:3), sanctifies (17:17), and purifies (1 Pet. 1:22). It is the source of 
saving faith (John 20:30–31; Rom. 10:17). It is God’s saving power (Rom. 1:16) 
by which men are spiritually begotten (Jam. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23). 

The Lord Jesus did not send His army into the world equipped with literal 
swords and shields, but with the sword of the Spirit (Mat. 28:19–20; Mark 
16:15–16). Rather than being a dead message from an “unenlightened” distant 
era, the Spirit’s sword is alive and energetic, and its sharpness surpasses that of 
the keenest blade men can forge (Heb. 4:12).

Though Spiritual, the War Is Real
We are not participants in mere mock or “practice” battles. The fight is real. 
With Timothy, we are to war the good warfare (1 Tim. 1:18). We are urged to 
fight the good fight of the faith, and we must do so in order to lay hold on 
eternal life (6:12). We are to resist the devil so that he will flee from us (Jam. 
4:7). If we fail to resist him, we will become part of his war spoils (lit., military 
booty) (Col. 2:8). Paul, ever one to practice what he preached, could say at the 
close of his life:

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me 
only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing (2 Tim. 4:7-8). 

May we all so serve and fight as faithful soldiers of Christ that we can sincerely 
say these words when the time comes to lay down armor.

[This MS originally appeared in a slightly different form as an “Editorial 
Perspective” in The Gospel Journal, January 2004, of which I was editor at the 
time. DM]

The Keys Of The Kingdom 21



Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and

passages 
http://thescripturecache.com

The Keys Of The Kingdom 22

http://thescripturecache.com/


ASK SEEK KNOCK—THE POWER OF
PERSEVERANCE

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

The text under consideration is Matthew 7:7-11.

Why do some people succeed in having their prayers answered?  Why do some 
people have a greater understanding of the Bible?  And, why do some reach 
more souls for Christ than others?  Is it skill; is it genius; or is it just dumb luck?
The answer is suggested by Calvin Coolidge:  “Press on!  Nothing in the world 
can take the place of perseverance.  Talent will not; nothing is more common 
than unsuccessful men with talent.  Genius will not; unrewarded genius is 
almost a proverb.  Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts.”
In his sermon on the mount, Jesus talked about the virtue of perseverance—
especially in its relevance to prayer.  This gives us motivation to persevere in our 
service to God.  It is in our text (Matthew 7:7-11) in which we find Jesus teaching
about ASK, SEEK, AND KNOCK.

Let us look at the principal of “perseverance” found in Matthew 7:7-8.  
Perseverance is implied in these verses.  It is implied by the tense of the Greek.  
It is the present tense, which most often stresses “continuous action.” Literally 
then, Jesus is saying:  “Keep on asking,” and it will be given to you.  “Keep on 
seeking.” and you will find. “Keep on knocking,”  and it will be opened to you.  
By the progression of the terms themselves “asking”  is one level of inquiry.  
“Seeking” suggests a step up, as one goes about to find what they ask (this is 
asking plus action.) “Knocking” is another step up, as one persists in finding that
which they seek.  (You can think of it as asking, plus action, plus persevering.)  
Perseverance is particularly relevant to the matter of “prayer” as later applied in 
Matt. 7:11.  Jesus often stressed persistence in teaching on prayer. In the parable
of “The Persistent Friend” for example (Luke 11:5-8).  Also in the parable of the 
“Persistent Widow” as we read in Luke 18:1-8.

Perseverance is also applied to the matter of “Bible Study.”  Many people give up
too soon in their studies.  But those who persevere in their studies are ones who 
benefit from the blessings that God’s word provides.  Psalm 1:1-3—“Blessed is 
the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way
of the sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the law
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of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  And he shall be like
a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”

Persistence is also stressed in the matter of “evangelism.”  Many do not bear 
fruit because they give up too soon.   But we reap what we sow; the more 
persistent we are in sowing, the more we will eventually reap.  If we desire 
success in any venture, but especially in prayer, Bible Study, and evangelism, 
then we must adopt the virtue of “perseverance.”

To encourage us to do so, Jesus goes on to provide a “motive” for perseverance 
(Matt. 7:9-11).  God delights in giving good things to His children.  To illustrate 
this, Jesus gave a simple argument. (from the lesser to the greater)  That is, men 
give good gifts to their children who ask.  How much more so, will our Father in 
heaven give good gifts to His children that ask for them?  Jesus stressed this 
Fatherly attribute of God in his sermon on the Mount.  In regards to our physical
necessities, Jesus had this to say:  “Therefore take no thought, saying, What 
shall we eat?  Or, What shall we drink?  Or, wherewithal shall be be clothed?  
(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” (Matt. 6:31-32)   And now in 
regards to things that are good for us he says he says:  “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?” (Matt. 7:11)  
This is especially true in regard to prayer!   As Jesus promised to his disciples, 
(John 15:7) “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you.”  Please notice, that those blessings are 
conditioned upon us abiding in Him.  I have heard many people say:  “Well, I 
prayed for such and such and God never gave me anything.”  Are you abiding in 
Him?  And are you allowing his word to abide in you?  Examine yourself to see if 
this is so!  Just as the apostle John wrote in I John 5:14-15—“And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, 
he heareth us:  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” Our receiving anything that 
we pray for is conditioned upon our asking according to God’s will;  Which we 
assumes we know His will for us (i.e., His word is abiding in us).  James wrote 
concerning this in James 4:2-3—“Ye ask, and have not:  ye kill, and desire to 
have, and cannot obtain:  ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon 
your lusts.”  We ask amiss when we ask for personal and selfish gain.  But many 
do not receive and enjoy God’s blessings simply because they do not ask any 
thing from the Father at all!
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Ask/ Seek/Knock:  To persevere, then, is a noble virtue, especially in regards to 
prayer.  We have a Father in heaven who is not untouched by the persistent 
pleas of His children.  That is, providing we do not ask amiss, persistent prayers 
will not go unanswered!  If we desire to receive, find, and have doors opened to 
us, then let us  keep on asking.  Let us keep on seeking.  And let us keep on 
knocking—not only in regards to prayer, but in ALL ventures worthy of 
Christians. (e.g., Bible Study, and evangelism)!

Have you asked today?  Have you sought today?  Have you knocked today?  
There is a door of salvation awaiting to be opened to all that will ask, seek, and 
knock.  But there is someone who is knocking at your door right now.  He is 
seeking to save you that are lost, and he is asking you to have faith in him and to 
turn your life over to Him.  He will not make you do it.  You must make that 
choice.  He asks you to hear his word, and believe. (Rom. 10:17) He asks you to 
repent. (Luke 13:3,5)   He pleads with you to confess his blessed name. (Matt. 
10:32)   And then to be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:38; and Mark 16:16)   Then after 
having done all that, he asks you to be faithful unto death in order to receive a 
crown of glory.  (Rev. 2:10)  Consider what he asks you to do; it is so little in 
comparison with the great reward of eternal life that he will give to us who obey 
him to the end.  ASK  SEEK   KNOCK! → →

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.

The Keys Of The Kingdom 25

Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.
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 A RESPONSE TO KEVIN PENDERGRASS AND
HIS

“STUDY ON MUSIC IN THE CHURCH” (PART 1)

Doug Post 
Salisbury, Maryland 

In this current article, we deal with the false doctrine of Kevin Pendergrass
concerning Instrumental music in worship. Although his entire article will be
reproduced, it can also be found on his blog: 

http://www.kevinpendergrass.com/study-music-church-longer-bind/

His entire article will be left intact as I address the points he raises.  Due to the 
length of his article and the inclusion of my responses, this will be a two part 
series.  I have not included the subtitles Pendergrass used for each section of his 
article. However, you can read them on his blog.  

Kevin Pendergrass: I have since changed my position. I believe that it is only 
fair for me to explain why I changed my position. I have changed because of my 
study in the Word of God and I am thankful to be able to share those studies 
with you.

Doug Post: Of course, all of us are aware of many who have changed their 
views on matters, and every one of them claim to have studied the word of 
God in greater depth and have prayed about it. The Christian church and 
denominationalists who advocate instruments of music in worship all claim 
to study and pray. Therefore, claiming to study and pray does not mean one’s
position is correct, nor does it justify one’s conclusion. After all, much error, 
like Calvinism or the idea that baptism is because of the forgiveness of 
sins” exist today because some have claimed to study, especially those 
perceived to be scholars in the world of religious academia. While study is 
good and needed, I have to question the sincerity of Kevin’s study, because of
his use of oft repeated arguments from past from those who have advocated 
instrumental music in worship. Of Course, Kevin takes issue with us for 
saying such things, but it remains a fact. Since he has offered anything new 
with regards to the justification of the instrument in worship, I have to 
question his sincerity of study.   
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Kevin Pendergrass: One central point that I emphasize in my study on the 
frequency of the Lord’s Supper is that I do not believe it should be made an 
issue of fellowship either way. In other words (regardless if you agree with 
my conclusion or not), this shouldn’t affect our fellowship with one another 
(Rom. 14:10-13). I believe that we can disagree on this issue without causing 
division or strife. Vocal music is biblical and one can go to heaven without 
ever using an instrument. I also believe that one can go to heaven if they do 
use a mechanical instrument in worship as I will demonstrate in this study.

Doug Post: This begs the question. Why is it not matter of doctrine, but simply 
a matter of opinion or preference? Who decided? Pendergrass or God? While
it may be true unity can be maintained when people disagree, that is not the 
case with this matter, since we are dealing with doctrine and not opinion or 
preference which will be demonstrated as we continue answering each 
section. Therefore, the true plea ought to be for unity that is based upon the 
teaching of THE FAITH, rather than the opinion of brother Pendergrass. 
Jesus prayed for the same: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for 
those who will believe in Me through their word” (John 17:20). The 
fact is, Jesus did not pray for mere fellowship or unity, but He did pray for 
fellowship or unity based upon adherence to the apostles doctrine (Acts 2:42)
– “through their word.” We are not discussing a matter of opinion 
(Rom.14:10-13), we are discussing a matter of faith and doctrine (1 Cor.1:10). 
Paul tells us to “mark” and “avoid” those who teach contrary the doctrine 
that has been delivered to us (Rom.16:17). Why? While I am sure Kevin 
Pendergrass will deny it, he, nonetheless, has gone beyond what is written (1 
Cor.4:6) and is not speaking just as God speaks in His word (1 Pet.4:11). He is
speaking according to Kevin Pendergrass, not God!  

 Kevin Pendergrass: There are some in the Churches of Christ who have no 
problem using instruments in worship songs as long as they are not used in 
“corporate worship.” Some will condemn their neighbor on Sunday morning 
for using mechanical instruments in worship, yet they themselves have no 
problem listening to worship songs with instruments on Sunday afternoon. 
There are some brethren who condemn worship choirs only to turn around 
and have a choir sing worship songs at a funeral or have a Church of Christ 
college choir sing at their church. I think that this belief stems from a lack of 
proper understanding of the context of Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16. 
These passages are by no means limited to the assembly or even in direct 
reference to the assembly (although I do believe they can have application to 
the assembly). God did not give different regulations and restrictions for 
worship songs when sung inside the assembly versus outside the assembly 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 27



(see: Acts 16:25; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 14:15; Ja. 5:13; etc.). I say all of 
that to say that perhaps we have been blinded by our own plank (Mt. 7:1-5; 
Rom. 2:1-5).

While I believe that pointing out the inconsistencies above is important, I want 
to make it clear that I am not making this an argument to justify instruments
in New Testament worship. This study is not about how inconsistent the 
Churches of Christ are and have been on the issue of music in worship. The 
attention and focus in this study will be on one crucial question, “Does the 
Bible sanction the use of mechanical instruments in New Testament 
worship?”

Doug Post: Well, of course, Pendergrass is using these “inconsistencies” to 
“poison the well,” otherwise he would not have mentioned them. It’s like 
someone saying, “I shouldn’t say this” but then does. If Pendergrass is honest
with himself, he will see the only reason to mention these “inconsistencies” is
to create the proverbial “straw man.” 

Human beings, in general, have many inconsistencies regarding rational, logic, 
and reasoning. Obviously, this would include Christians as well, since we are,
indeed, human beings. That being said, however, does not mean we are 
unable to recognize and know truth, or that we are somehow unable to be 
correct about matters, and know we are correct. Perhaps Pendergrass read 
Todd Deaver’s book, wherein Deaver promoted his pseudo Universalist 
doctrine, based upon these same “inconsistencies”? 

While inconsistencies can be found among us that does not negate the fact that 
absolute truth exists. Many existing inconsistencies, indeed, exist due to 
exegetical error, or are agenda driven. There may be a misunderstanding on 
the part of some regarding one or more aspects of Ephesians 5:19, but this 
simply demonstrates there is exegetical error, which Pendergrass, himself, 
recognizes. 

Moreover, Pendergrass is free and able to expose the error and inconsistencies 
of some, relating to Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16; and he is free and 
able to offer sound exegesis of those passages, with which I agree, but 
somehow does not like it when the rest of us (opponents of IM in worship) 
offer sound exegesis on the same passages. It is here Pendergrass simply 
dismisses sound arguments, adding them to his “mixing bowl” of 
inconsistencies.     

 

Kevin Pendergrass: In order to know if God sanctions a practice, we need to 
first see if there is a law against it. Paul writes in Romans 4:15, “Where there 
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is no law, there is no sin.” Paul is stating a universal principle. 1 John 3:4 
specifically teaches that sin is violation of the law. Sin was brought into this 
world through a violation of law (Gen. 3:1-7). The Bible repeatedly teaches 
that there has to be a law violated in order for sin to occur. Since the Bible 
teaches that authority or approval for a practice is intrinsically 
granted in the absence of a law, those who believe that it is a sin to
use instruments in worship are obligated to provide the New 
Testament law that they feel is being violated.

Since Jesus has all authority (Mt. 28:18), this means that neither I nor you have 
the authority to make laws that God never made. We need to be careful that 
we do not bind our own beliefs and make laws where God “gave no such 
commandment” (Acts 15:24). If mechanical instruments in worship are 
sinful, it is because either God directly gave a law against their use or because
God gave a specific law which would exclude their use. I will explain why I 
believe there is no law (thus no sin) regarding the use of instruments in New 
Testament worship.

Doug Post: I agree with Pendergrass here. No one has a right to add to, or take 
away from, God’s words. We are to speak just like God does in His word (1 
Peter.4:11; cf. Gal.1:6-9), otherwise we would be guilty of perverting 
(twisting) the Scriptures. I also agree that where God has not so legislated, 
and in the realm of silence, we have no right to act (cf. Acts 15:24). However, 
we are under law, since there is sin (1 John 3:4; Rom.4:15). We are under the 
law of the faith (Rom.3:27-31; 8:2; Gal.6:2; 1 Cor.9:21, Ja.1:25). Moreover, 
we do have a specific law against instrumental music in worship to God, 
which Pendergrass overlooks, which will be pointed out next.  

Pendergrass: One can read their New Testament as many times as they would 
like and they will never find any type of proclamation against instruments in 
worship. In fact, there is not even a hint of any kind of negative connotation 
to instruments in worship. John’s vision symbolically presents 
instrumental worship to God in a positive light (Rev. 5:8; 14:2; 15:2). 
Realizing that this is symbolic, I do not want to overstate the point. However,
I do find it interesting that the times that instrumental praise is seen in the 
New Testament, it is only spoken of positively and never negatively.

It is agreed upon by all Bible students that God never gave a direct law against 
the use of instruments in New Testament worship. Even the most 
conservative members of the Churches of Christ will concede this point. 
However, God does not have to directly condemn something in order for 
there to be a law against it. Certainly that is one way to show that a practice is
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wrong, but there is also another way. When God is specific about what He 
wants, He doesn’t have to give an exhaustive list of what He doesn’t want. 
Sometimes this is called the law of specificity or the law of exclusion.

To demonstrate this point, I always used an example that I called the, “Subway 
example.” If I went to Subway for lunch and ordered a sandwich and 
specified the kind of meat, cheese and vegetables I wanted, I wouldn’t have 
to tell the worker every kind of meat, cheese and vegetable that 
I didn’t want. We would call this common sense. It would be foolish to 
expect God to state explicitly everything He didn’t want. The Bible would be 
an endless book if God operated this way. When God specifies what we need 
to do, we need to do it without adding to or taking away. I have always 
agreed with this principle and still agree with it. So, why have I 
changed my mind about binding vocal music? As I will demonstrate below, I 
have changed because I do not believe that God ever specified vocal music to 
the exclusion of instrumental music as I once did.

Doug Post: While the word “condemned” is never used in connection with 
instruments of music in worship to God, neither is the word “commanded.” 
That being said, the use of instrumental music in New Testament worship is, 
indeed, condemned. The apostle Paul tells us “not to think beyond what 
is written” (1 Cor.4:6 NKJV). 

Essentially, command corresponds to the general principle of not adding to the 
word of God (Deut.4:2, 12:32; Prov.30: 5-6; Rev.22:18-19). The leaders of the
Jerusalem church wrote: “Since we have heard that some who went 
out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, 
saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law” — to whom 
we gave no such commandment” (Acts 15:24). 

As Pendergrass alluded to Acts 15:24, we note that no such commandment was 
given, i.e., the apostles did not teach it nor did they even mention 
circumcision as a means of justification. It was not part of the teaching of the
faith – the gospel! 

The Judaizers were guilty of adding to the word of God. They were guilty of 
going beyond what had been written. Folks, this is exactly where the matter 
of instrumental music in worship falls. It exceeds and goes beyond the 
authority of God. Therefore, there is law against all teaching and all practices 
that go beyond or is added to the word of God. In fact, there are grave 
consequences for doing that very thing (Gal.1:6-9).  

Following his “Subway” example above, Pendergrass says this: 
“It would be foolish to expect God to state explicitly everything He didn’t want.

The Bible would be an endless book if God operated this way. When God
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specifies what we need to do, we need to do it without adding to or taking
away.”

Pendergrass has, unwittingly, undone his argument in this entire matter, 
because the truth he set has forth in the above quote, ironically, is the very 
truth he is condemning. Ephesians 5:19 says: “singing (adontes) and 
playing (psallontes) your heart to the Lord.” More literally it rerads as 
follows: “singing and plucking the strings of your heart to the Lord.” 
What is written? SINGING and PLAYING (plucking the strings of) your 
heart to the Lord. The imperative that is carried out is through “singing 
and playing your heart.” That which is to be carried is specific, dare I say 
explicit. Of course, Pendergrass reminded us above, saying, “When God 
specifies what we need to do, we need to do it without adding to or taking 
away.” Pendergrass has condemned himself! He is the one adding 
mechanical instruments to this specific imperative of “singing and 
playing the heart to the Lord.” God did not have to make of list of 
things we cannot do in addition to what is already specified. Quite simply, it 
is Pendergrass who is hoisted on his own petard!  It is Pendergrass and his 
ilk who are the real “troublers of Israel” (1 Kings 18:17) as they are truly 
guilty of going beyond what is written, and who are guilty of adding to God’s 
word. 
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C ONVERSION STORIES IN THE BOOK OF
ACTS

Stephane Maillet
Canada

Acts 2:38-41….. the very first believers were Jews; the start of the church at 
Pentecost

Acts 8:5-12…….Philip preaches in Samaria. People respond in faith by being 
baptized

Acts 8:26-40…...Philip teaches the Ethiopian eunuch who responds by being 
baptized

Acts 9:18……….the conversion of Saul to Paul
Acts 10:47-48….the “Gentile Pentecost”-God shows Peter the Gospel message is 

not for Jews alone
Acts 16:15……...the conversion of Lydia and her household
Acts 16:16-34….Paul and Silas’ jailer (and his household) respond in faith and 

are immediately baptized
Acts 18:8 ………Crispus, the synagogue ruler  
Acts 19:3-5……..those that had not heard yet of Jesus are baptized
Acts 22:16……...Paul’s story revisited --his sins are washed away, calling on the 

name of the Lord in baptism

 Baptism in the book of Acts and throughout the New Testament is always 
practiced by adults who have:  

a.) heard the message of the gospel (of the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ ), 

b.) believed that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and paid for their sins on the 
cross, 

c.) turned away from their sins (repented) and 
d.) turned to Christ in faith and then 
e.) were fully immersed in water into Christ and into new life.

 There are these five basic events, combined, that mark conversions in the New 
Testament:

1. Hear
2. Believe (faith)
3. Repent of our sins
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4. & 5. Confess verbally faith in Jesus and Be baptized (fully immersed) in water 
for the forgiveness of our sins.

6. Remain faithful

It’s that simple. 

 In the Book of Acts, these five “ingredients” all take place in a very short time
period, almost as a singular event.

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.

Evangelist Needed

There  is a real need for a good man willing to start a new work out in 
Washington State. This preacher would need to be self supporting to 
start out. There is a couple already in the town of Ellensburg who
would like to see the Lord's church established there that will be sound
and follow the scripture. This will be a daunting task as the churches 
around the area have gone into apostasy. If you believe you are up to 
such a challenge please use the contact information below for more in 
site and information.

Thank you 
Jim Miller

Contact Information

Chuck Verkist, 906 East 2nd ave. Ellensburg, Wa. 98926 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@kvalley.com 
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