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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor. 
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Tim Bench

Tim Bench: Member at Hillcrest Church of Christ, Abilene TX. 1990 graduate of Abilene 
Christian University. Speaker, teacher at numerous churches in and around Abilene and 
West Texas. 

John Maybrey

John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.

 Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Hello Everyone,

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reaer here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.

Please take time to thank the men who put their time and effort into
bringing you this publication. I am sure they will appreciate it.
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Living Faithfully and Obediently

Jim Miller 
Gray, Maine 

Now that you are a Christian what is there to do. Some say well I followed the 
plan laid out in scripture so now I am safe all is good and I have nothing else to 
do. This could not be farther from the truth!

Now is when the work really begins, living a faithful life that is obedient and that
maintains the salvation you have received is a full time job in itself. You can't go 
back to your old ways and expect to stay saved. The people who believe in the 
false doctrine of once saved always saved have been fooled by the deceiver Satan 
just like Eve was in the garden.

The word Christian means you are now one that belongs to Christ. You have 
been added to His kingdom and are now a servant of righteousness. There are 
now certain things that the Lord requires of us. Think of it like this ask anyone 
who has served in the military what happens when you are at boot camp. They 
will tell you that you are conditioned or broken down and rebuilt into the type of 
person the military needs to fill the purpose of defending this country. You are 
NOT the same person you were when you enlisted. 

It is much the same for the Christian you have become a soldier in the army of 
God. You first need to give up the sinful things in life like swearing, drinking 
etc... 

We are expected to be a good soldiers (2 Tim. 2:3,4) Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen 
him to be a soldier. 

Paul tells us that we are to arm ourselves with God's armor (Eph. 6:10-13) 
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
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the wiles of the devil. 

Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 

Eph 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

From these verses we get a picture of what being a Christian is all about. 
"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone; In 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in the 
Lord; In whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through the 
Spirit." (Ephesians 2:19-22.) 

Footnote: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV Bible.
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E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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Church Websites

If you or your church needs a website to further the
Lords work in your area contact me I can make it
affordable for just about anyone. See some of my

work by following these links.
http://thescripturecache.com

http://graychurchofchrist.com
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom

http://falsedoctrinesofman.com

Contact me at jfmiller61@gmail.com
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William Tyndale Pt.2

Tim Bench
Abilene, Texas

“Tyndale knew his trial would be little more than a formality; but during that 
event he might have opportunity of speaking for his Savior, and thus he must 
prepare his defense well. In addition, he continued with the work so close to his 
heart, his writing and translation.

As Tyndale toiled and the autumn of 1535 faded, his chest and head labored with
heavy catarrh; he shivered through the day, and shivered all night as well. As he 
penned Faith Alone Justifies Before God, winter drew on and the light began to 
fail. He had only a few hours a daylight for writing. The remainder of the time he
sat in darkness alone. But he must finish his work, for this was to be his end….”. 

from “Facts From History About Our King James Bible”, by Ronald D. 
Lesley. 

Tyndale's own words, written from within his jail cell….

"I suffer greatly from cold in the head, and am afflicted by a perpetual catarrh 
which is much increased in this cell .... My overcoat is worn out; my shirts are 
also worn out .... And I ask to be allowed to have a lamp in the evening: it is 
indeed wearisome sitting alone in the dark. But most of all I beg and beseech 
your clemency to be urgent with the commissary, that he will kindly permit me 
to have my

Hebrew Bible, Hebrew grammar, and Hebrew Dictionary, that I may pass the 
time in that study...”.

See “Renaissance and Reformation”, page 253, by William Estep.  

"I call God to record against the day we shall appear before our Lord Jesus, that 
I never altered one syllable of God's Word against my conscience, nor would do 
this day, if all that is in earth, whether it be honor, pleasure, or riches, might be 
given me."

Foxe's Book of Martyrs, page 120.   

“William Tyndale gave us our English Bible. The sages assembled by King James
to prepare the Authorised Version of 1611, so often praised for unlikely corporate
inspiration, took over Tyndale’s work. Nine-tenths of the Authorised Version’s 
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New Testament is Tyndale’s …” 
William Tyndale: A Biography , by David Daniell, 1994, page 1.

“All the existing English versions lay before the translators … But the abiding 
influence of one man in particular may be traced throughout great portions 
of their work, and that man was William Tyndale” 

from The Books and the Parchments by FF Bruce, page 221.

“Careful textual comparisons reveal the debt owed by these [King James 
Version] translators to previous or contemporary sources. Much of the credit 
should go to Tyndale , whose translation, according to a recent study, was used 
83 percent of the time, including for such famous lines as ‘In the beginning 
God created the heaven and earth’ (Genesis 1:1), ‘Let there be light’ (Genesis 1:3)
and ‘In the beginning was the Word’ (John 1:1). ” 

from Leonard Greenspoon's “How the Bible Became the King’s Owne
English ”.  See also “William Tyndale: He gave his life to give us the Bible” by 
John Ross Schroeder. 

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 
of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy 
you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." (II Timothy 
3:14-17). 

William Tyndale risked his family for the word of God…….William Tyndale 
risked and lost his worldly possessions for the word of God….. William Tyndale 
ran for his life, and went into

Tyndale's fate is astonishing, as is the rationale for his sentence. William 
Tyndale would be strangled AND burned at the stake by the Catholic Church…
for the crime of attempting to provide the Bible to as many people as possible, to
ensure and spur the spread of the Gospel throughout the world, and especially 
defying the enemies of Christ, in this case, the Catholic Church. Tyndale would 
DIE for trying to ensure that each and every person could possess a Bible, and 
read and study the word of God, a blessing we give almost no thought to today. 

“Tyndale obtained the full wrath of the Roman Catholic Church on October 6, 
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1536 when he was betrayed by friends, exposed to public humiliation in an 
elaborate ceremony, strangled by an executioner, and after dying, his corpse was
burned at the stake. His last words are recorded to have been, “Lord, open the 
eyes of the king of England!” This request would be fulfilled two years later when
the King announced the acceptance of “The Great Bible” as the standard version 
of the Church of England which was largely the work of Tyndale. Tyndale’s 
better translation later became the basis for the Geneva Bible and even the King 
James Version and his reformative ideas inspired faith to continue in the 
struggle to return to the biblical standard”….. ”The Blood-Stained Pages of the 
Bible- William Tyndale “, South Marion (Indiana) Church of Christ. 

“We have but one brief description of Tyndale’s execution. From descriptions of 
others like it, we can surmise that the execution took place in a public square, in 
the middle of which two great beams were set up in the form of a cross, standing 
about the height of a man. At the top, iron chains were fastened, and there were 
holes through which a rope of hemp was passed. Brushwood and logs lay at the 
base. After local officials took their seats, Tyndale was brought to the cross and 
given a chance to recant. That refused, he was given a moment to pray. John 
Foxe says that he cried out, “Lord, open the King of England’s eyes!”

Then he was bound to the beam, and both an iron chain and a rope were put 
around his neck. Gunpowder was added to the brush and logs. At the signal of a 
local official, the executioner, standing behind Tyndale, quickly tightened the 
noose, strangling him. Then an official took up a lighted torch and handed it to 
the executioner, who set the wood ablaze. One other brief report of that distant 
scene has come down to us. It is found in a letter from an English agent to Lord 
Cromwell two months later.

“They speak much,” he wrote, “of the patient sufferance of Master Tyndale at the
time of his execution.”

from “What the English Bible Cost One Man: Tyndale's comfort to persecuted 
Bible readers” by Mark Galli, Christianity Today. 

“Early in the month of October 1536, William Tyndale was led out of the castle 
toward the southern gate of the town. The sun had barely risen above the 
horizon when he arrived at the open space, and looked out over the crowd of 
onlookers eagerly jostling for a good view. A circle of stakes enclosed the place of
execution, and in the center was a large pillar of wood in the form of a cross and 
as tall as a man. A strong chain hung from the top, and a noose of hemp was 
threaded through a hole in the upright. The attorney and the great doctors 
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arrived first, and seated themselves nearby. The prisoner was brought in and a 
final appeal was made that he should recant.

Tyndale stood immovable, his keen eyes gazing toward the common people. A 
silence fell over the crowd as they watched the prisoner’s lean form and thin, 
tired face; his lips moved with a final impassioned prayer that echoed around the
place of execution, "Lord, ope the king of England’s eyes."

His feet were bound to the stake, the iron chain fastened around his neck, and 
the hemp noose was placed at his throat. Only the Anabaptists and lapsed 
heretics were burnt alive. Tyndale was spared that ordeal. Piles of brushwood 
and logs were heaped around him. The executioner came up behind the stake 
and with all his force pulled on the rope noose. Within seconds Tyndale was 
strangled.

The attorney placed a lighted torch to the tinder, and the court and commoners 
sat back to watch the fire burn. Not until the charred form hung limply on the 
chain did an officer break out the staple of the chain with his hammer, allowing 
the body to fall into the glowing heat of the fire. After the body was in the full 
heat of the fire, more brushwood was piled on top. The gathered witnesses 
marveled "at the patient sufferance of Master Tyndale at the time of his 
execution," according to Foxe.”

from “Facts From History About Our King James Bible” by Ronald D. 
Lesley.  See also “Tyndale's betrayal and death” by Brian H. Edwards. 

“William Tyndale is the true father of the English Bible. He was the first to 
translate the New Testament in English based on a Greek text. He himself 
suffered martyrdom, but his ambition to put the Bible in the hands of the people 
lived on, eventually resulting in the appearance of the illustrious King James 
Version”.

From “How we got the Bible” by Neil Lightfoot, page 207. 

"William Tyndale was a special instrument appointed by the Lord as God's 
pick-axe to shake the inward roots and foundation of the pope's proud 
churchdom. The prince of darkness, with his impious imps, had a special malice 
against him, leaving no way unsought to craftily entrap him, falsely betray him, 
and maliciously spill his life…

For so long the abominable doings and idolatries maintained by the pharisaical 
clergy could not be espied because they had achieved that either the Bible should
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not be read at all, or if it were, they would darken the right sense with the mist of
their sophistry and so entangle those who rebuked or despised their 
abominations. Wrestling the Scripture unto their own purpose, contrary unto 
the meaning of the text, they would so delude the unlearned lay people that 
though those felt in their hearts that what they were hearing was false, they were
unable to untangle their subtle riddles.”
      From Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, page 191. 

"It is easily established that he was involved with the churches of Christ in 
England, particularly those meeting at Bow Lane." 

from Traces of the Kingdom by Keith Sisman, page 284.  

Tyndale was so detested, loathed, abhorred, and hated by the Papacy that even 
SEVEN YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH….

“In 1543, the Catholic decree "An act for the advancement of true religion, and 
for the abolishment of the contrary" stated that "All manner of books of the Old 
and New Testament in English, being of the crafty, false, and untrue translation 
of Tyndale, shall be clearlyand utterly abolished, extinguished, and forbidden to 
be kept or used.“
    From “Tyndale’s New Testament” from The Pilgrim 

Church”  by E. H. Broadbent, 1931. 

Oh, but this was all 500 years ago, many will suggest…...the world is very 
different now, and Bibles and translations abound…...everyone around the globe
has access to the Word of God, right?   

Nothing could be further from the truth….72% of US citizens mistakenly believe 
that the Bible is readily available in ALL languages, when in reality, of the 
world's 6,101 languages, less than half 43%) have a Bible translation in their 
dialect 3; there are some 7 billion people on this planet 4, and hundreds of 
millions have NO ACCESS to the word of God, and no access to the words of 
Jesus Christ, and tragically no access to salvation. And more directly, what we 
we doing about it?

  There is nothing new under the sun, we are told in Ecclesiastes. Whether it be 
in first century Rome, or in England in the 16th century, or today in numerous 
countries (and increasingly in our own), Christianity is not only frowned upon 
but is CRIMINAL…..North Korea punishes ANY possession of religious 
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literature by either imprisonment or execution…..China places great restrictions 
on Bible imports and distribution…...numerous Muslim nations and 
governments punish Christianity with impunity...governments throughout the 
world, and throughout history, have done all within their power to crush and 
eradicate Christianity….even within our own borders, Christianity is becoming 
systematically more restricted. Thus, what do YOU do to promote the name of 
Jesus Christ, even when the “world” would oppose you?

William Tyndale is merely one of hundreds of examples of martyrs throughout 
the ages who have died as a result of ensuring that YOU, here today, centuries 
removed by time, thousands of miles removed by distance, can sit in this church 
today with a Bible in your hands. Merely holding a Bible in your hands is a 
luxury most of the world does not share, even today, and yet we take it for 
granted. Most of the world cannot meet for services as we have here today, and 
yet we take it for granted. And people were burned at the stake, literally, to help 
grant you these blessings…...and we barely give it a second thought. 

“So the next time you open one of the several copies of the English Bible you 
possess, think upon the blood that has been spilt to ensure that God’s Word 
could reach and save you. First and foremost, consider Christ’s blood which was 
shed to prepare the Gospel. But don’t forget God’s providence in allowing the 
Gospel to reach us over two millennia later in our common tongue. Take time to 
also consider God’s use of people like John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, and 
William Tyndale; these people died to ensure that you have a copy of Scripture 
to study for yourself. Our Bibles are stained with blood. Let us never forget that 
fact”…..South Warsaw Church of Christ. 

hiding, and smuggled Bibles into England, all for the word of God…...and 
William Tyndale would ultimately pray the ultimate price, his LIFE, as the 
“punishment” for his dedication and zeal and determination that the Bible 
should be in the hands of the common man…..he was willing to risk and even 
lose his own life in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Today, what would YOU be willing to risk?  What would you be willing to lose?  
What price would you be willing to pay?  Examples abound throughout history 
of people burned at the stake, and tortured, and imprisoned, and yet many 
professed “Christians” today find it “inconvenient” to even invite someone to 
church…..or “too much trouble” to host a Bible study in their homes…..they are 
“too busy” to attend church services, and certainly “do not have any extra money
to spend” on evangelism efforts of the church, or missionary support….many of 
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us today cannot even “evangelize” if doing so even “cramps” our “schedules”… 
William Tyndale (and hundreds of others) were not “too busy”, or 
“inconvenienced”, or “troubled” to suffer for the name of Christ, and neither 
should we be today. Does Jesus become an afterthought in your daily routine, 
behind work, and mowing the yard, and paying the bills, and the other mundane
demands of life….or is Jesus the reason for your being?  

Matthew 28:16-20 (KJV)
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where 
Jesus had appointed them.

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Is spreading his word to every remote corner of the globe your overriding 
passion? And is it enough of a passion that you would be willing to do without, 
and suffer, and face loss for it? This evening, where is your focus? Where is your 
heart?  Where is your allegiance? Is it on self…..or is it on others, others you may
well never even meet or know? 

1-”Tyndale went to Germany and met with Martin Luther in 1525 and then 
moved on to live in Antwerp. He translated the scriptures into the English of 
that time and it was printed in 1525”, 
www.roylefamily.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/tyndale.htm

2-”Tyndale left England in 1524 and traveled to Hamburg, Germany. Already at 
work on his translation of the New Testament into English, Tyndale visited 
Martin Luther in Wittenberg, and by 1525 he had completed the translation and 
arranged for the printing of his English New Testament in Cologne”, “Tyndale 
New Testament” at www.fowlerbiblecollection.com. 

3-http://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2015/04/access-to-the-bible/.
4-http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/9351/in-what-countries-is-it-illegal-to-own-a-
bible-the-most-banned-book-in-the-world
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FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLY—
A GRIEVOUS, AGE-OLD SPIRITUAL MALADY

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

It is obvious that many—some who have been in the church for decades—are 
merely playing at the job of being Christians. One tell-tale sign is their sloppy 
attendance habits—or none at all—regarding the church’s worship and Bible 
study assemblies. Habitual, recurrent non-attendance remains a persistent 
problem in most congregations, but it is hardly a new phenomenon. Hebrews 
10:25 states: “Not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of 
some is, but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day 
drawing nigh” (Emph. DM).

There is indeed more to being what God wants us to be than attending every 
meeting, but no one will ever convince me that the God Who gave His Son and 
the Christ who suffered Calvary for us can be pleased with less than our absolute 
best in this regard. Those who do not count these matters to be serious do not 
know the meaning of serious in spiritual terms. Those who do not appreciate 
plain Bible preaching on this subject will appreciate even less the Lord’s 
evaluation of their ungodly habits at The Judgment. Those who do not want 
their elders to “bother” them when they backslide will like being “bothered” on 
The Last Day even less. They should not become angry at the preacher or the 
elders, but at their own spiritual slovenliness—and repent. 

Able-bodied saints can almost always do what we ought to do, and being present 
for every meeting of the church for worship and study is one of the things we 
ought to do. If we do not have time to eat without missing Bible classes or 
worship, we can eat later or even miss a meal without starving to death. If we 
can go to work, to school, or to shop when we have a headache or it is raining, we
can go to worship and Bible classes under these conditions. If it is within our 
power to do so, we must arrange our schedules to be present when the church 
meets because we are a part of it and we love the Lord who owns it—and us (Acts
20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19–20). These matters pertain to seeking first the kingdom (Mat.
6:33).

If the Lord had to depend on members who count worship and Bible class 



attendance to be optional or even unnecessary, such congregations would die of 
spiritual dry rot in a month’s time. It is amazing how much He accomplishes 
through that generally small faithful percentage of folks who attend, give, and 
work consistently and faithfully. We can only imagine what the Lord could 
accomplish if every member were not only faithful to the Lord in attendance, but
in every other aspect of their lives as well.

Fellowship and Forsaking the Assembly

Is forsaking (i.e., not merely being unavoidably absent due to illness, age, 
accident, etc., but deserting, abandoning) the assemblies of the church a sin? If it
is not, then one can rebel against a direct, specific prohibition of the Holy Spirit 
without guilt. If it is not a sin for one member, then it is not a sin for any. 
Logically, every member could forsake the assembly repeatedly 
without sinning. Forsaking worship and Bible classes surely constitutes 
neglect of that which is good. James identified that such neglect as sin: “To him 
therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (4:17). 
Since it is a sin, does it necessitate withdrawal of fellowship if its perpetrator 
does not repent? If it does not “rise to the level of withdrawal,” why does it not? 
It is not unusual to hear some reply to this question, “Such brethren have 
already withdrawn their fellowship from the church, so it would be pointless 
(some say impossible) to withdraw from them.” This misses a major point of the 
issue, however. It assumes that Christians have fellowship only when the church 
assembles, but is fellowship thus confined? The Philippians had fellowship with 
Paul when he was not even in the same city, much less in one of their assemblies 
(Phi. 4:14–15). Fellowship also involves the element of endorsement and 
approval, whether in or out of the assembly of a local congregation (Gal. 2:9; 
Eph. 5:11; 2 John 9–11). When Paul commanded the Corinthian church to cease 
fellowship with the fornicating brother, this involved not eating a common meal 
with him, unrelated to a worship assembly (1 Cor. 5:9–11).

Paul’s charge to the Thessalonians is relevant to the question of withdrawing 
from the impenitent absentee: “Now we command you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which they received of us” (2 
The. 3:6). The Greek word translated “disorderly” “…was especially a military 
term, denoting not keeping rank, insubordinate” (Vine’s, p. 174). In the context, 
the term specifically applied to idleness and negligence, rather than to doctrinal 
or moral corruption (vv. 7–12). They were thereby “out of step” with the Word of
God, insubordinate to the Lord, and subjects of withdrawal.

What could be a more obvious sign of one’s “breaking rank” in the Lord’s “army”
than to place one’s personal convenience or preferences before the sacred duty 
and exalted privilege of assembling faithfully with the saints? What greater 
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evidence of negligence and spiritual idleness could one find than such conduct? 
Furthermore, what could be a more public display of one’s disdain for things 
spiritual and eternal than such behavior? Local congregations have the 
Scriptural obligation to withdraw fellowship from such disorderly members 
(after appropriate attempts to bring them to repentance [Gal. 6:1]), at least 
thereby demonstrating the congregation’s Scriptural disapproval of their 
behavior, even if it fails to produce repentance.

Elders and the Forsakers

Elders must “take heed…to all the flock” and “watch” for its welfare (Acts 20:28,
31). They are duty-bound to “watch in behalf of” the souls under their oversight 
(Heb. 13:17). This task involves being observant concerning anyone who may 
begin going astray, whether morally or doctrinally—or through indifference or 
neglect. When congregations continue to carry members in their membership 
lists who have not been in a worship assembly for many months (sometimes 
even years), and the elders have done nothing about it, who is at greater fault—
the assembly-forsaker or the negligent elders? God-fearing bishops will 
watch in view of both detection and correction. The fact is clear from the New 
Testament that the responsibility for the spiritual safety, progress, 
indoctrination in the Truth, and discipline of the church they oversee is upon 
their shoulders.

That the New Testament teaches the church to discipline its members who will 
not discipline themselves is beyond controversy (Mat. 18:15–17; Rom. 16:17–18; 
1 Cor. 5:1–13; 2 The. 3:6, 14–15; et al.). The New Testament just as clearly 
teaches that when a church has elders, they are to make decisions concerning 
the optional and expedient details (e.g., when and how) of this obligatory action. 
In the qualifications for elders, Paul was very specific about their disciplinary 
function. They must be men who are “holding to the faithful word,” enabling 
them to “exhort in the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers” (Tit. 1:9). 
It is their duty to lead in these responsibilities. Obviously a church can 
Scripturally exist and function without elders. It can also discipline its own 
members whether or not it has an eldership. However, when a congregation has 
elders, their responsibility of shepherding, overseeing, tending, and ruling, 
including leading the church in its discipline, “goes with the territory.”

It is grievous and alarming to contemplate how few elderships ever lead their 
congregations in withdrawing from erring, impenitent members. Are all of the 
members of so many congregations so zealous and righteous that practically 
none needs to be publicly disciplined? Experience and observation deny such. 
Rather, elders have all too often been willing to wink at immorality, false 
doctrine, divisive behavior, and/or spiritual idleness and neglect rather than 
deal Scripturally with it. This neglect stems from such varied factors as not 
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wanting to offend friends or disrupt their own family relationships, fear of losing
contributions, or downright laziness. The result is not only negligent elders who 
must give account to the Lord, but severely weakened churches at best,  and 
worse—the apostasy of entire congregations in countless cases. Elders (and the 
men of the congregation in the absence of elders) simply cannot exalt Christ if 
they are unwilling to lead the church boldly in its obligation to cast out those 
who will not repent of their habitual sins, whether of doctrinal error, immorality,
or negligence.

Endnote
All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version unless otherwise indicated.

Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and Commentary on a wide
variety of  topics and passages 
http://thescripturecache.com
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GODS PLUMBLINE
John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

Amos 7:7-9  “Thus he showed me:  and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall 
made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand.  And the Lord said unto 
me, Amos, what seest thou?  And I said, A plumbline.  Then said the Lord, 
Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel:  I will not again 
pass by them any more:  And the high places shall be desolate, and  the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise against the house of 
Jereboam with the sword.”

Let us first examine the above text:  This is the third of five visions Amos saw 
concerning the judgment of God against Israel.  In this vision, Amos sees the 
Lord standing on a wall, with a plumbline in his hand.  The plumbline, with a 
plumb bob on the end of it, is used to determine the vertical perfection of a wall. 
Since the pull of gravity will stretch the string straight down it is considered to 
be  a perfect vertical standard.  Israel had been formed by the plumbline of the 
Lord (His law), the principles of uprightness by which he had sought to build the
nation. Now, with the plumbline in his hand, the Almighty is going to show how 
far out of line the nation of Israel had become; how far it is from being upright, 
and how completely crooked and unbalanced they had become.  The Bible 
elsewhere emphasizes the importance of straight and solid surfaces.  Take for 
example Matthew 7:24-27 – which speaks about a wise builder who built his 
house upon a rock and in the midst of the storm the house stood firm because 
the foundation was firm; as opposed to the foolish builder who built his house 
upon the sand, and when the storm came and the rains descended, the house 
collapsed, and “great was the fall thereof.”  A foundation must be firm and 
stable.  As the foundation sags and moves, so does the entire structure of a 
building.  

Notice that the FIRM foundation comes as we “hear” and “do” the commands of 
God.  Another reference is in I Corinthians 3:11 – “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  Our foundation will never sag 
or crack if we build on Jesus—He is the “chief cornerstone.”  We must use Christ 
as the point from which we are to plumb.  We have the perfect foundation on 
which to build, but how are we going to build?  Will our structure be plumb or 
out of plumb?  Let us now, with Amos 7:7-9 in mind, notice some ways in which 
the Almighty is “The God of the Plumbline.”

God expects every “wall” to be built by His plumbline.  We are by our every 
The Keys Of The Kingdom 20



decision and action, continually building a wall of character.  Whether we do this
consciously, or not,, we are building our wall of character by some kind of 
standard.  Let us take a look at some standards by which many build:    Some use
the rule of pleasure.   Grab your Bible and read Luke 12:13-21.   Then there is the 
standard of popular opinion:  But the Bible says:  “Thou shalt not follow a 
multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many 
to wrest judgment.” (Ex. 23:2)   Noah is perhaps one of the greatest examples of 
not following the tide of popular opinion. (no pun intended)  Then there is the 
standard of following certain prejudices.  For example:  Ones views can 
sometimes change because family is involved.   Another is attempting to follow 
the plumbline of each other.  Paul spoke about this one with much disdain. “For 
we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some 
that commend themselves:  but they measuring themselves by themselves, and 
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.” (II Cor. 10:12) Have 
you ever heard anyone try to justify their actions by the actions of others?  

Have you ever heard anyone say, “I know that what I am doing is not right, but it
is no worse than what so-and-so does.”  My friends, so-and-so is not our 
plumbline, only Almighty God holds the plumbline with which we are to 
measure ourselves and set ourselves straight.  Many other examples could be 
given, but I hope you can see by now, that the only straight and true wall of 
character occurs when we use God's rule; God's standard.  The plumbline, that 
by which we are to build, is God's word—His “plumbline of truth.”  All our 
thoughts and actions must be measured by God's word.  NOT man's opinions, 
NOT man's wants – but God's plumbline.  Second Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God...”  God's word is profitable.  Why?
Because it provides us the ability to mature – in line with the plumbline.   
Consider Hebrews 2:1-3 – “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to
the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.  For if 
the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;”  God has given us the 
perfect standard by which to build our wall of character.  

We cannot escape the wrath of the “inspector” – the Almighty God – if we are 
not building according to the specifications of the proper standard/the proper 
building code if you will.  First Peter 4:11 tells us:  “If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God.”  We must build our wall of character according to 
God's articles—not man's.   Don't stray from God's plumbline!
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Remember...Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof is the ways of death.”  The reason there is so much confusion
in religion and that there is a departure from morality is that people have failed 
to recognize the one perfect standard—God's plumbline.  James 1:22-25 is of 
particular significance:  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves.  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, 
he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:  For he beholdeth 
himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man 
he was.  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed.”  There has been too much curiosity about the Bible 
without corresponding convictions.  That is, there are too many people that 
acknowledge that the Bible is the truth of God, but they go their merry way as if 
it did not exist.  They refuse to acknowledge the absoluteness of its precepts.  
What would you think if a stone-mason, or a block or bricklayer building a wall 
and seeing that the wall does not line up with the plumbline and then he just 
shrugs it off?  The same casual attitude is often taken toward the Scriptures.

The plumbline emphasizes  that God judges by an exact standard.  The 
plumbline is used in the scriptures as an illustration of judgment.  Look at Isaiah
28:16-17 – “Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation
a stone, a tried stone, a precious stone, a sure foundation:  he that believeth 
shall not make haste.  Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to 
the plummet:  and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
shasll overflow the hiding place.”  The force of this text must not be missed.  The
plumbline always hangs straight, and we are going to be judged by the 
plumbline.  When a good block layer finds his wall out of plumb, he doesn't 
throw away the plumbline—he adjusts the wall so it will be plumb.  And we 
should not discard God's standard, but align ourselves to meet God's standard.  
The judgment of God is always according to truth, and God's word is truth. 
(John 17:17)  Romans 2:2 – “But we are sure that the judgment of God is 
according to truth against them which commit such things.”  This truth is 
revealed in the Bible:  John 12:48 – in the words of Jesus, “He that rejecteth me,
and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him:  the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”  Revelation 20:12 – “And I 
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened:  
and another book was opened, which is the book of life:  and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 
works.” There will be no partiality shown in the judgment. “For there is no 
respect of persons with God.” (Rom. 2:11)  And God will never read the 
measurements incorrectly.  (Gal. 6:7-8)  “Be not deceived, God is not mocked:  
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for whatsoever a man soeth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to the 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of
the spirit reap life everlasting.”  So, put simply, if we are not in line with God's 
plumbline, we will not go to heaven.

Now this next step is just as important as the previous two...in building a wall, it 
is far better to test each course as we build.  It would be foolish for a block-layer 
to wait until he finishes the wall to check to see if that wall is plumb.  It is just as 
foolish for us to build our wall of character and never check God's plumbline 
along the way.  Second Corinthians 13:5 tells us to:  Examine ourselves, 
“Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know 
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates?”  This examination to which Paul refers is not a “one time good 
deal.”  This must be a constant examination.  Daily, perhaps even more than 
once a day.  When you examine yourself...Are you out of plumb?  Are you 
measuring up to the standard which is God's word? First Corinthians 9:27 says 
that Paul... brought his body into subjection.  Are we bringing our bodies into 
subjection?  Or, are we letting the desires of our body lead the way?  Are we 
giving in to the sins of the flesh? (Gal. 5:19-21) Or are we planting the fruit of the
Spirit? (Gal. 5:22-24)  If we stray away, are we bringing ourselves back in line?  
Or do we throw away the plumbline and ignore the standards that God has set 
forth?  There is a way that we can tell for sure...Second Timothy 2:15 tells us to 
“study to shew ourselves approved unto God...”  Study to make sure we are 
aligned with God's word.  And we continue to examine ourselves through study 
to stay sure.

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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 The church of Christ was established in
Jerusalem 33 AD as recorded by Luke in Acts 2

Stephane Maillet
Canada

Approx. 2ooo years ago the church of Christ was established in Jerusalem 33 AD
as recorded by Luke (Acts 2:38). To have been added (Acts 2:47) to the Lord’s 
church you had to have heard that Jesus Christ was the son of God the savior of 
all mankind (Romans 10:17). You had to believe His death, burial and 
resurrection was proven to be true (John 8:24). You needed to repent (Luke 
13:3) of your sins (which meant to stop living IN them) because sins is what 
separates you from God and you can’t make it to heaven in that condition 
(Romans 3:23). You needed to confess (vocally) that Christ was indeed the son 
of God (Matthew 10:32). You were commanded to be baptized (full immersion in
water at an age of accountability) FOR your sins to be forgiven/washed/erased 
by the blood of Christ (Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, 1 Peter 3:21, Romans 
6:3-4, Colossians 2:12). Last but not least you needed to live a life of faithful 
obedience, attending worship and studies with the saved/saints/disciples on a 
weekly basis (Revelation 2:10). That was the gospel Christ shed His blood for 
(Acts 20:28), His church (Romans 16:16), His wife (Ephesians 5:23). This is the 
very same biblical teachings that some of us still follow today, and will till the 
end of time (Matthew 28:19-20). 

All other so called “religious” groups have departed from the original gospel to 
create their own man made doctrine of tradition (1Timothy 4:1), ultimately 
giving them false hope of a heaven to which they have no permission to enter 
(1Thessalonians 4:13). 

 “I am not ashamed of the GOSPEL, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes” – Romans 1:16. 

“He will punish (eternally) those who do not know God and do not OBEY the 
GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus.” – 2 Thessalonians 1:8
Back then, throughout history and just like today, many tried to change the 
gospel so as to accommodate their own selfish beliefs and traditions, giving rise 
to all sorts of divisions. This was addressed:

“Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to 
pervert the GOSPEL of Christ.” – Galatians 1:7. (Today that applies to Catholics, 
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Baptist, Pentecostals, new age ‘faith only’ assemblies, Wesleyans, Evangel halls, 
gospel halls and EVERY other so called “religious” group that teach contrary to 
the one and only gospel (Ephesians 4:5)recorded in the inspired scriptures). 
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who DOES the will of my Father who is in heaven.” – Matthew 7:21
"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to hell, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to heaven, and only a few find it.” – Matthew 7:13-14
“Whoever believes AND is baptized will be saved” – Mark 16:16. Many false 
teachers would love it if that verse would say ‘whoever believes without baptism 
is saved’…. But it DOESN’T! And if you’re part of a group that believe your saved 
BEFORE baptism you best smarten up because they don’t understand what 
immersion in water stands for through God’s eyes, you best get out or you’ll have
hell to pay… literally! That includes those who make you think sprinkling water 
on a baby saves them, WRONG!

It’s easier for you to get mad at me for quoting these Words because putting a 
human physical face to it means you won’t have any guilt, however the truth is 
your not talking, insulting, mocking, gossiping, arguing, debating or hurting 
me….. Its God Himself you’re doing that to and He assures you that there will be 
eternal consequences (Revelation 20:15).  

WAKE UP & READ UP!

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.

 Click Here to View The Videos

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058


Evangelist Needed

There  is a real need for a good man willing to start a new work out in 
Washington State. This preacher would need to be self supporting to 
start out. There is a couple already in the town of Ellensburg who
would like to see the Lord's church established there that will be sound
and follow the scripture. This will be a daunting task as the churches 
around the area have gone into apostasy. If you believe you are up to 
such a challenge please use the contact information below for more in 
site and information.

Thank you 
Jim Miller

Contact Information

Chuck Verkist, 906 East 2nd ave. Ellensburg, Wa. 98926 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@kvalley.com 
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Website Design and Hosting Click Here
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