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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Hello Everyone,

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reaer here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.

Please take time to thank the men who put their time and effort into
bringing you this publication. I am sure they will appreciate it.
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Understanding What Is Expedient

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

We Know we must have authority for the things we do in order for it to be 
pleasing God. There are two types of authority (General and Specific). Anything 
we want to consider as expedient must be lawful and that just because 
something is lawful doesn't always make a thing expedient. It needs to be 
pointed out that there is a difference in (Expedients and Requirements). We 
want to look at the difference between a true expedient and what man wants to 
call expedient and show the proper and improper use of the word.

First, let us look at what a proper expedient is. We are told to go preach the 
Gospel, Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. We are told to “GO” but not how to “GO”. So an 
expedient to this command would be walking, riding a horse, a bicycle, a car etc. 
These things expedite going and preaching. They do not ad to or take away from 
the command to Go.

Today there are those among us who misuse the meaning of expedient to justify 
things they want to ad to worship, and things that the church can do so we have 
to be careful not to allow this abuse to creep in among us. 

Let us take a simple example, We can all agree we are instructed to sing. 
Eph_5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; an expedient to sing 
would be a song leader to assist in keeping our worship in order. Another 
expedient would be a song book so that those who may not know the word can 
participate in the singing and so that everyone is singing the same song.

However, there are those who say that we want to clap or stomp or dance around
for joy while singing. So they call these things expedient because it expresses joy 
according to what they choose to believe. The fact is that there is no authority 
given in the pattern laid out in scripture by God for these things to be lawful or 
acceptable. Some among us fail to realize that if God set a pattern he has 
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expressed exactly what he wants from us. To change this pattern is a sin. 

I will quote here from a brother from named Forest Moyer in an article I read 
many years ago he stated the following.

1. God's teaching, whether to the individual or to the congregation, authorizes 
everything that is necessary to obedience to the command. For example, we 
realize that the command to baptize authorizes water in which to baptize. The 
command to assemble authorizes a place of assembly. The command to sing 
authorizes the words that we sing.

2. May I suggest that there is no such thing as a "law of expediency." There are 
expedients because there is law. Where there is no law, there can be no 
expedients.

a. The Bible is not "silent" regarding the words of a song - it authorizes them 
whether written in a book or projected on a screen. The expedient is authorized 
by a Bible command.

b. The Bible is not "silent" regarding a place of assembly - it authorizes a place of
assembly by the command to assemble and by the fact that early Christians 
assembled in "places."

c. The Bible is not "silent" regarding a congregation's "means" of giving aid to 
the saints in need. There are adequate examples of this in the practice of the 
early church. It is silent concerning another organization's receiving 
contributions from churches to do this work for the churches.

3. Thus, general authority includes the ways and means of obeying the command
(understanding that these ways and means do not violate God's order). We 
cannot use the idea of expediency in any area that violates an order of God. For 
example, we might reason that it is expedient in our society today for women to 
preach or lead in public prayer. They might be quite effective in doing so. Yet, 
such would violate an established order of God as stated in 1 Tim. 2:8-12.

Friends we must first make sure anything we want to do is authorized by 
scripture. It is fast becoming clear that there are those among us who want to 
play fast an loose with the word of God. We as the Christian soldiers of the world
Must stand against them and demand the truth be taught and applied. I hope I 
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have shed a bright light on this subject for you and that you now have a better 
understanding of what an expedient is and how it is to be applied.

May God Bless you all.

End Notes:  All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version unless 
otherwise indicated.
                       Quotation: From an article written by Forest Moyer.

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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“Once saved, always saved” and the case of

George Sodini Pt:2
Tim Bench

 Abilene, TX. 

If George Sodini BELIEVED that his eternal salvation was assured, and had been 
TAUGHT that regardless of his own actions, inactions, deeds, or misdeeds, he would be 
“saved”, why would he NOT believe he could act in a barbaric, murderous way?  If he 
could not “lose” his salvation, regardless of what he did, what would prevent him or 
anyone else from acting out any vile, repugnant, murderous urge they had? If 
consequences for one's actions are summarily stripped away, as they are under OSAS, 
what would even be the point of continued moral, ethical, or Biblical behavior? George 
Sodini was influenced, at least partially, by arguably the most absurd, vile, abominable 
Bible “teaching” known to modern-day Christianity, and his actions reflected the 
extremes and bitter fruits of such a belief system. In short, if apostasy is an absolute 
impossibility, as OSAS suggests, then immoral behaviors, even shockingly violent 
behaviors, do not and cannot result in “Hell”, or the loss of one's “assured” salvation 
with God….George Sodini was convinced that he could kill, literally, and ZERO divine 
punishment would ensue. 

What does the Bible say about the impossibility of apostasy?  What does the Bible say 
about the inability of a Christian to “fall away”?   What do Bible definitions and the 
Bible itself have to say regarding the heresy of “Once saved, always saved”? Let's take a
brief look…

“Apostasia” (the Greek word from which “apostasy” is derived)….Strong's #646, 
defined as “defection” or “revolt”, as per www.biblehub(dot)com. From Strong's 
Exhaustive Concordance…... “falling away”, “defection from truth”. 

“The English word apostasy is derived from the Greek noun, apostasia. Thayer 
defines apostasia as 'a falling away, defection, apostasy; in the Bible sc. from the true 
religion.' The word appears twice in the New Testament (Acts 21:21, 2 Thessalonians 
2:3). Its meaning is well illustrated in its use in Acts 21:21, ... "you are teaching apostasy
(defection) from Moses." ... A kindred word is the synonym apostasion. Thayer 
defines apostasion, as used in the Bible, as "divorce, repudiation." He cites Matthew 
19:7 and Mark 10:4, ... "a bill of divorce [apostasion].” He also cites Matthew 5:31, ... 
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"let him give her a bill of divorce [apostasion]." He cites the use of apostasion by 
Demosthenes as "defection, of a freedman from his patron." Moulton and Milligan cite 
the use of [apostasion] as a "bond of relinquishing (of property sold) ... a contract of 
renunciation ... the renunciation of rights of ownership." They also cite the use 
of apostasion "with reference to 'a deed of divorce.'" The meaning of the [related] 
verb aphistēmi ... is, of course, consonant with the meaning of the nouns. It is used 
transitively in Acts 5:37, ... "drew away people after him." Intransitively, it means 
to depart, go away, desert, withdraw, fall away, become faithless, etc."….Robert Shank, 
“Life in the Son”. 

Some specific verses to consider….

Galatians 5:4: “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be 
           justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” 

  For many, this is the best New Testament refutation of OSAS. Certain first-century
    Christians were attempting to combine the old law with the new, ergo the comment from
    Paul regarding being “justified by law”. One cannot be “severed” from something that
    one was not connected to at some point or included in earlier. Furthermore, one cannot
    “fall” from something that one was not a part of, or “in”, and “fallen from grace” seems 
    to plainly illustrate the fact that these persons had departed from the state of grace they 
    had previously enjoyed. The frequent OSAS contention that one  “cannot fall from 
    grace” is directly contradicted by this passage, which very clearly states that one CAN 
    “fall from grace”, a complete dichotomy vs. Baptist and Calvinistic teaching, as well as 
    the teachings and expressed beliefs of George Sodini. 

“If being “in grace” denotes salvation (see Romans 5:2; Acts 13:43), why wouldn’t 
being “away from grace” signify condemnation? Hogg and Vine are quite correct when 
they observe that: “These expressions must be understood as explicit denials of salvation
to those who . . . committed themselves to the works of the law as necessary to 
justification” (The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians, p. 243). Block off this verse in your 
Bible, and tag it: Child of God can fall from grace”….from “Galatians 5:4 – Fallen from 
Grace”, by Wayne Jackson, Christian Courier.

“Paul refers to actual instances of apostasy among the churches of Galatia:             
“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye 
are fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4). Reference is made to those Judaizing teachers 
who taught that it was necessary for Christians to be circumcised and keep the law of 
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Moses in order to be saved (Acts 15:1, 5; Galatians 2:4-9). In obligating themselves to 
obey an abolished system (Ephesians 2:14-17), they had turned from Christ, and 
therefore were severed, separated and segregated from the Lord. In short, they had 
“fallen from grace.” Please consider a simple question: “Could the Galatians have fallen 
from grace if they had never been in it?” The answer is of course, “No.” They were 
“called into the grace of Christ,” however, they were “soon removed” from that grace so 
as to be in such a state that the apostle said they had fallen from it (Galatians 1:6; 
5:4)!”….from “Can a Christian Fall from Grace?” by Dennis Gulledge, Gospel 
Gazzette. 

“Paul uses katargeo again in Romans 7:6, indicating the Christian is “freed,” “released,”
or “discharged” from the Mosaic Law.  To be “severed,” “alienated,” or “freed” from
Christ in Galatians 5:4 carries the same meaning as the identical term in Romans 7:6. 
Unless one is inclined to argue that Christians remain “bound” to the Law, it is just as
ludicrous to argue that Christians remain “bound” to Christ.  Paul uses katargeo in both
passages, indicating a severance of relationship.  In fact, to be “severed from Christ” by
not  continuing  to  abide  in  Him is  exactly  what  Christ  had  foretold  (John  15:6;  cf.
Matthew 7:15-20).  Is it possible to be severed from Christ and still enjoy salvation?
In the event any reader misunderstood, Paul repeats the warning in other words, saying, 
“you have fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4).  It is by “the grace of God” that salvation 
has appeared to men (Titus 2:11), and “by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:5).  
Paul also spoke of “the grace in which we stand” (Romans 5:2), being himself urged “to 
continue in the grace of God” (Acts 13:43).  Since salvation is indispensably connected 
to grace, what happens to those who “have fallen from grace”?  Have they not “fallen 
from salvation”?  If the phrases “severed from Christ” and “fallen from grace” do not 
indicate the loss of salvation, how do we know that “united with Him” (Romans 6:5) and
“our introduction by faith into this grace” (Romans 5:2) refer to salvation?”...from 
"Once Saved, Always Saved" - Fact or Fiction? Part II”, Leiper's Fork church of Christ, 
Franklin, TN. 

John 15:5-6: “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me,
he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into 
the fire and they are burned.” 
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Jesus Christ clearly admonishes his followers to remain faithful to him…..why would 
“staying” faithful be necessary if OSAS is a valid belief system? If I “cannot”, under 
ANY circumstances, “lose” my salvation, “staying” faithful would, by definition, be 
ludicrous and pointless. Likewise, the “unfruitful” branch is “thrown away and dries 
up”, and this branch is “cast into the fire and…burned”, certainly referencing ultimate 
rejection from and by God.  The term “he who abides in me” indicates without 
ambiguity that persons may choose to accept, or likewise deny Jesus Christ (thus, a 
measure of “free will”), and the consequences of NOT “abiding” in Christ (and as we 
have already read from various proponents of OSAS, “consequences” are rendered a 
mute point). 

““In John 15:5-6, Jesus said: “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a 
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” The Greek word translated “abideth” in
verse 5 and “abide” in verse 6 is meno, and carries with it the idea of continuing, 
remaining, etc. Therefore, those branches that don't remain in Christ (the Vine) are not 
all men, but just those who were in Christ, and did not remain there. You know this is 
what this passage is teaching as well as I do, and the only way you're ever going to 
harmonize Scripture is to give up your “impossibility of apostasy” doctrine”….from 
“Dialogue With A “Once Saved, Always Saved” Baptist” by Allan Turner. 

Hebrews 3:8-12: “Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, Like as in the day of 
the trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tried me by proving me, And saw my 
works forty years. Wherefore I was displeased with this generation, And said, They do 
always err in their heart: But they did not know my ways; As I sware in my wrath, They 
shall not enter into my rest. Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God.” 

The Israelites were delivered from Egyptian slavery, and these verses refer to those who 
were “fallen away from the living God.” Some today frequently claim that those that are 
lost “were never truly saved in the first place” (a common Baptist adage), but once 
again, one cannot “fall away” from something that one was never “in” originally. 

“Five definite facts emerge from this verse: (1) that it is possible for              
Christians to fall away from the living God; (2) that such a disaster is due to an 
unbelieving heart; (3) that an unbelieving heart is evil (not merely smart'); (4) that God 
is not a mere influence but a living person; and (5) that there are adequate grounds upon 
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which a Christian may avoid falling away. The tenderness of the author appears in his 
use of "haply." Not  wishing to write flatly that they were in mortal danger of being lost, 
he proposes such an awesome possibility as something that just might "haply" befall 
them. These words take up and illustrate the lesson of Psalms 95 which had just been 
quoted at length. The Psalm is divided into two parts, the first (Psalms 95:1-7) being a 
warning against the disobedience;  and it is the second portion of the Psalm which the 
author quoted. The message of the entire Psalm is that people should  worship God, but 
that mere worship, unaccompanied by obedience, will not avail. Regarding the 
possibility of apostasy so forcibly mentioned here, it should be noted that the Bible 
nowhere authorizes any confidence to the contrary. Apostasy comes under consideration 
again in Hebrews 6:1-8, where from its treatment there, it cannot possibly be doubted 
that the author is warning his readers against a present real, and impending danger, a 
threat to any Christian who might allow an evil heart of unbelief to develop within him. 
Indeed, if there is no such thing as the possibility that a true child of God might fall 
away and be lost, how could the author of this epistle have introduced such a subject, 
and how could he have warned them to "take heed" against a non-existent
danger?”….from James Burton Coffman Commentary on Hebrews 3, verse 12. 

Romans 8:12-13, “12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after 
the flesh.13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

Paul clearly says that IF we live according to the flesh we will die, but IF we live 
according to the Spirit we will live. It is as simple and direct as any verbiage in the 
entire Bible. Christians thus have a choice to make…these verses counter Calvinism on 
multiple levels, including “free will”, as well as the eternal consequences of rejecting 
Christ. Our salvation is conditionally based on God’s terms, coupled with our obedience 
to those terms. It is therefore possible that a Christian can be “cut off” and lost, or Paul's 
usage of “if” is incorrect and the Apostle Paul is thus a liar. OSAS adherents, and the 
likes of George Sodini, seem to ignore this and similar verses intentionally. 

“Again notice that Paul says that IF we (believers) live according to the flesh we will die
but IF we (believers) live according to the Spirit we will live. We believers thus have a 
choice to make – even we who are already saved! Our salvation is thus conditionally 
based by and on God’s terms. And so it is possible that a Christian can be “cut off” and 
thus lost. (Notice the conditional statements in Romans 8:9,10,11,13,17; 
11:17,18,21,22,23,24; etc.)”….from “What About "Once Saved, Always Saved"?”, 
Valley Church of Christ, Phoenix, AZ. 
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2 Peter 1:4-10…4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: 
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his old sins. 10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

Peter clearly tells us that our salvation is conditional and that “IF we do these things we 
“shall never fall”, yet again, the polar opposite of OSAS doctrine. 
 
What if we don’t do the things Peter mentions? What “if” we choose to deny Christ and 
deny the Gospel?  Are we told that we would be “saved”, regardless of our obedience to 
Jesus, as OSAS holds? Are we told here that we are to be “saved”, regardless of if we 
continue to worship, continue to serve, continue to believe, or if, as in the case of 
George Sodini, go on some sort of maniacal killing spree? Absolutely not. We can 
choose to live our lives as we see fit, and we can then be eternally lost…It is that simple.
We should realize by now that Scripture everywhere is filled with the very conditions of 
salvation and damnation often denoted by that little word, “IF”, a word many 
denominations seem to ignore, at their own peril. 

“Think about the words of 2 Peter 1:10 where Peter gives a warning to Christians that 
relates specifically to sin: “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call 
and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.” Why must a 
Christian “make sure” if he cannot be “unsure”? Peter said, “Be even more diligent to 
make your call and election sure.” If a person is a Christian, and if the idea of “once 
saved, always saved,” is true, then that person does not have to worry about being 
unsure! Why would a Christian need to be “diligent to make his calling and election 
sure”? We find the answer in the last part of 2 Peter 1:10—so that Christian will not 
stumble so as to ultimately be lost. If a person can never be lost, then 2 Peter 1:10 has no
meaning. Why does a person need to be sure or be diligent? Why should a person worry 
about stumbling if he can never fall? The Scriptures do teach that a Christian can be 
lost”….from “The Gospel of Christ” by Ben Bailey. John 17:12: "While I was with 
them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them 
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and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be 
fulfilled.” 

Judas could not have “perished” if first he had not been “alive,” an accepted and 
established member of the select twelve that Christ had chosen. Therefore, Judas “fell 
away” from what had been at one point an obedient relationship with Jesus, a member of
Christ's “inner circle”, so to speak. He was, after all, an apostle, chosen by Christ, and 
was even endowed with all the miraculous powers that the other apostles possessed. 
Matthew 10:5-8... “These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: "Do not go in the
way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you
received, freely give.” It would seem more than reasonable to deduce that a “lost” person
would not have these powers and gifts. 

Additionally, this information on Judas completely refutes the claim that those who are 
lost were never “saved” at all. When faced with believers who have turned to a life of 
sin, those who believe in “once saved, always saved” then often claim the person was 
never “truly saved in the first place” (it is important to note that a bona fide Calvinist 
holds that the “elect” CANNOT “lose” their salvation, while the “non-elect” CANNOT 
“gain” it). The story of Judas necessitates that Judas was either a vile, eternally lost 
sinner bequeathed with super-natural powers of healing, and was punished for all 
eternity for his “predestined” path, or was a follower of Jesus who knowingly, 
consciously, and intentionally “fell away”….the answer seems obvious.  

“Most of the proponents of this doctrine usually say that Judas was never a true disciple.
However, the gospel writers make it clear he was counted among the original twelve. In 
fact, Acts 1 is plain on this matter. Verse 17 quotes Peter saying, “For he was numbered 
with us, and had obtained part of this ministry.” Luke further adds that the group prayed 
in verse 25, “That he [Matthias] may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from 
which Judas by transgression fell.” Could language be clearer? Judas was a faithful 
disciple, until he succumbed to temptation, sinned, and compounded the problem by 
killing himself”….from “Once saved, always saved”  by David W. Hester, “Defender” 
magazine,  July, 1998. 

“What happened to Judas? What caused him to betray the Lord for the price of a slave; 
thirty pieces of silver? Baptists, and others teach that the Devil was in Judas from the 
beginning, but the Bible does not teach this! In Lk.22:1-3, we have this divine record: 
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"Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover. And the 
chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. 
THEN entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve." 
Observe that Luke says that as they were preparing to observe the Passover supper, then 
Satan entered into Judas! John states "And supper being ended, the Devil having now 
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him." Judas was a faithful 
disciple of Christ, until he allowed Satan to enter his heart. In Acts 1:16, 17, Peter said: 
"Men and brethren, this scripture must need have been fulfilled; which the Holy Ghost 
by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that 
took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry." Later 
on in this same chapter, verses 23-25, we have the record of Matthias being chosen to 
take the place of Judas, who "by transgression fell." If Judas had never been saved, how 
could he fall? What did he fall from?

The same thing that happened to Judas can happen to children of God today! He allowed
Satan to enter into his heart, and therefore "by transgression" fell”… from “What About 
Judas Iscariot?” by Ules G. Reid, Jr., 4-13-1967 issue of Gospel Guardian. 

Footnote: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV
Bible.
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REVIEWING SOME FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES

Dub McClish

Denton, Texas

Introduction

The church as God planned it and as Christ built it is revealed in only one place: 
the New Testament. It is a Divine institution. It was no mere man—not even an 
angel or an archangel—who said, “I will build my church” (Mat. 16:18), and then 
erected it on a bloody foundation. The Son of God built the church of Christ. In 
this fact rests the reason why men dare not tamper with it. 

The New Testament is filled with exhortations both to adhere to it faithfully and 
warnings against departing from the Truth as it is in Christ Jesus. Behind every 
exhortation and warning is the implication that men can and do easily drift away
from the Way. Even in the apostolic era one can see seeds of sectarianism and 
not a few cases of outright heresy. Uninspired church history is rife with records 
of apostasy upon apostasy.

If the church is to be faithful to its Founder in any age or clime, she (that is to 
say, those who constitute that sacred spiritual body of Christ) must hold certain 
principles inviolable. As surely as any of these principles are forgotten or 
abandoned, just that surely will the church drift again into apostasy. 

Commitment to the Absolute Authority of Christ

He claimed all authority in Heaven and on earth (Mat. 28:18). His claim came 
after three and one-half years of powerful public life during which He 
demonstrated His irresistible sovereignty over every physical, psychic, and 
spiritual force. His mighty signs and wonders not only demonstrated God’s 
approval of Him (Acts 2:22), but proved that He was The One He claimed to be
—the authoritative Son of God (John 20:30–31). The authority of Jesus is 
continually emphasized in the New Testament by the many times He is called 
the “Lord.” He is the “blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and the 



Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). God placed the risen Christ at his right hand, far 
above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, subjected all things to Him, and 
gave Him to be head over all things to the church (Eph. 1:20–22).  

This commitment to the authority of Christ includes the recognition that the 
church belongs to Him and that He alone has the right to determine every 
feature of it. His authority cannot be shared with any man, legislative body 
(religious or political), school, or any others who would seize it or aspire to it. 
Until all men who claim to follow Christ honor Him alone as their head, religious
confusion must reign.

Commitment to the New Testament as the Only and Final Authority
in Religion

The way in which Christ expresses and exercises His authority is through His 
“last will and testament”—the New Testament, made effective upon His 
sacrificial death (Heb. 9:16–17). This Gospel, the implanted Word, is so powerful
it can save the soul (Rom. 1:16; Jam. 1:21). It is that rule by which we all are to 
live (Phi. 3:16) because it is the standard by which we all shall finally be judged 
(John 12:48). It is the living, active, sharp, and piercing message from God (Heb.
4:12), the “sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17).

Therefore, the New Testament contains warnings—plain, strong, and numerous
—that men dare not change the message. The Gospel must be received as the 
Word of God, rather than as the word of men (1 The. 2:13). The “gospels” of 
men, or even of angels, must be received as damnable words, rather than as the 
Word of Christ (Gal. 1:6–9). In order to reject the authority of Christ we do not 
have to see Him personally and blaspheme Him: “He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him” (John 12:48a, emph. 
DM). When one rejects anything the New Testament teaches, He rejects the 
authority of Christ, and therefore, Christ Himself. For all of these reasons and 
more we dare not add anything to the Word, nor diminish ought therefrom (Rev.
22:18–19).

Men have never long been content to abide by New Testament authority. Church
history from the second to the present century is strewn with the religious 
wreckage men have created in their selfish ambitions. Even the exciting plea for 
restoration in young America had not long been championed until some within 
its ranks could no longer abide New Testament authority. First came the 
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missionary society, then the mechanical instruments of music—which opened 
the Pandora’s box that was never to be shut by the openers and their posterity. 

If the authority of Christ cannot be shared by anyone, then neither can the 
instrument of His authority—the New Testament. 

Commitment to the New Testament Plan of Salvation

There is one—and only one—plan of salvation, period. All others are sorry 
counterfeits, miserable imitations, and cruel hoaxes against which rest the 
anathema of Heaven (Gal. 1:8–9). Jesus’ plan is the only plan that ever was or 
ever will be empowered through the sufficient sin offering of His sinless blood 
on Calvary. It is that form (pattern) of teaching the inspired apostles and their 
first-century converts spread throughout their world (Rom. 6:17–18). 

The plan, first proclaimed on Pentecost, involved the sinner’s hearing the Gospel
(Acts 2:22–36), believing in and confessing the Christ (v. 37), repenting of sins 
(v. 38), and being baptized unto the remission of his sins (i.e., salvation) (v. 38). 
The inspired men preached this plan and none other from the beginning; its 
continued proclamation and results may be traced through the remainder of the 
New Testament. What began that day has continued “day by day” to the present 
(v. 47). 

Commitment to the Identity of the New Testament Church

The Lord built the church according to His own wise plan. He has a pattern for 
it, which He revealed in the New Testament, just as surely as Jehovah had a 
pattern for the Old Testament tabernacle (Heb. 8:5–6). Would it not be passing 
strange were He less concerned about following His pattern for the superior 
antitype (the church) than He was for the inferior type (the tabernacle)? Indeed, 
reason and Scripture alike argue that He is even more concerned, if possible. 

The New Testament specifies every characteristic of the church (i.e., its 
organization, its worship, its designations, its work, and the way men enter it). 
The church cannot be identified, recognized, or discovered apart from these 
traits. If the identity of the church is unimportant then why is anything about it 
important? How can one know when he enters it, if he is in it, near it, or far from
it, if he cannot identify it? Faithful saints are totally committed to the Scriptural 
identity of the church.
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Commitment to the Foremost Task of the Church

Jesus had one great work, concerning which all else that He did was supportive, 
but secondary: “For the Son of man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Luke 19:10). No lesser work could have compelled Him to assume 
mortality in the ultimate example of self-denial (Phi. 2:5–8). Yes, He had 
abundant compassion on people in every imaginable kind of suffering, and He 
miraculously relieved many of them. However, He could have done all of those 
through His emissaries without ever leaving Heaven. The purpose of the signs 
and wonders was more basic than relief of physical suffering. These mighty 
deeds were the proof of His identity as the great Spiritual Doctor, their Savior 
(John 20:30–31). 

He sent His apostles into the world, not with a “gospel” of physical good health 
and prosperity. He sent them to preach the Gospel, the power to save their souls 
from sin (Mat. 28:19; Mark 16:15–16; Rom. 1:16). Incorporated in that 
commission was the charge to teach their converts to do the same work (Mat. 
28:20; cf. 2 Tim. 2:2). Is not the work of the spiritual body of Christ implied by 
the work He did in His physical body? If the church gets sidetracked to lesser (or
worse, unauthorized) causes and fails to preach the Gospel, no one else will do it.

Conclusion

It is bad enough that all of the denominational churches fail the above 
commitments (which is the reason they are what they are). It is somehow worse 
to see those who pretend to be faithful disciples abandoning these fundamental 
commitments on every hand. Many are leading (and some have already led) 
their congregations away from emphasis upon preaching the Truth to lost men. 
They have become wrapped up in social, entertainment, and recreation 
programs. These types preach such a watered-down message that sinners are left
with little to help them find the way. They have lost their commitment to the 
principal work of the church.

The church is suffering greatly because many are ashamed of the church of 
Christ. Some silly preachers have issued public apologies for ever preaching on 
the identifying marks of the church, and have promised never to do it again. To 
be ashamed of the identity of the church is to be ashamed of the church. While 
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ridiculing the distinctive characteristics of the Lord’s church, they often praise 
the unauthorized doctrines and practices of the denominations. Their agenda is 
to destroy the bride of Christ by corrupting it from within. These long ago lost 
their commitment to the identity and distinctiveness of the church.

The plan of salvation is under attack. Some are seen attacking the Biblical 
requirements of repentance. Some deny (by implication) the Scriptural purpose 
of baptism. At least one (Max Lucado) has taught that mere prayer can save 
sinners wholly apart from baptism. Apostate brethren increasingly echo the 
denominational declaration of salvation by grace alone. All such have given up 
whatever commitment they once had to the New Testament plan of salvation.

Why have a host of brethren so egregiously compromised in these and many 
other ways? At some point they stopped asking the fundamental question, “Is it 
authorized?” about every new idea and proposed practice. Had they done so they
would have unhesitatingly rejected the gimmicks and contrivances they have 
foolishly embraced. These faulty practitioners simply do not honor the Lord’s 
exclusive religious authority. 

The overriding commitment the Lord’s people must ever honor is an unflagging 
allegiance to the authority of the Son of God and to His Word. Once this 
commitment is sacrificed, there is no stopping place. The nineteenth-century 
innovators who introduced unauthorized organization and worship amply 
demonstrate this fact. The church is overflowing with liberals of an even worse 
stripe and with the same spiritual malady. They have no respect for the authority
of Christ. They just do not care what the Bible says. Such are bereft of all hope 
unless and until they repent.

[NOTE: I wrote and published this MS as my “Editorial Perspective” in the November 2000 
issue of THE GOSPEL JOURNAL, of which I was editor at the time.]
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Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and

passages 
http://thescripturecache.com
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Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.

 Click Here to View The Videos
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Gospel Meeting - Bellview church of Christ,
Pensacola, Florida.

with Jerry Brewer Preaching October 2 - 7, 2016

Fundamentals of Salvation
Sunday
Bible Class — 9:00 A.M.
Morning Service — 10:00 A.M.
Afternoon Service — 1:00 P.M.
Monday - Friday Evening Service — 7:30 P.M.
(Central Standard Time)

Sunday, October 2
Bible Class: The Deception and Growth of Sin
Morning Worship Service: Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks
Afternoon Worship Service: The Form of Sound Words Regarding Salvation

Monday, October 3 - God's Two Kinds of Laws
Tuesday, October 4 - What the Church Is and What It's For
Wednesday, October 5 - The Lost Christ
Thursday, October 6 - Baptism: What It Is and What It Does
Friday, October 7 - Salvation by Grace Through Faith

The Gospel Meeting will be broadcast live via the Internet at,
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
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A LIFE WORTH LIVING

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

Is life worth living? This question has been asked by millions through the 
years, and it is sad that many have answered “no.”  In fact, we are told that more 
than 1,000 persons (worldwide) commit suicide each day, with more than 
25,000 Americans killing themselves annually.  Others slip into severe 
depression—isolating themselves from life and reality.  Millions turn to drugs 
and alcohol because they are convinced that life is not worth living.  WHY?  Is it 
because that life is really not worth living?  NO!  It is because many have reached
a point where they FEEL that life is not worth living.  Therefore, it is important 
to examine our inner self and get our inner self to start thinking correctly.  
Solomon was right when he said:  “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he:  Eat 
and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.” (Prov. 23:7)  
Thousands give up on life because they never learned to develop the inner self 
(the inward man).  In this message, it is hoped that all will discover the true 
worth of life.

Life becomes worth living when we help others.  We are truly happy 
when we are involved in helping others.  Too often we live only for ourselves.  
This makes us very selfish and miserable people.  Then, when bad health or 
disappointments come into our life—we become extremely unhappy. If life is 
only for our self, then life will let us down.  In the early history of the human 
race, Cain asked:  “Am I my brother's keeper?” (Gen. 4:9)  My friends, the 
answer is still “yes”!!!  We need to bear one another's burden, and we need to be 
concerned about one another.  (Gal. 6:1-10)  Jesus taught the importance of 
helping others in the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  (Luke 10:30-37)  Emily 
Dickinson wrote:  “If I can stop one heart from breaking, I shall not live in 
vain; If I can ease one life from aching, Or cool one pain, Or help one fainting 
robin, Unto the nest again, I shall not live in vain.”  Helping others is what pure 
religion is all about.  “Pure religion and undefiled before God is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world.” (James 1:27)  Consider Romans 14:7 – “For none of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to himself.”  You can attempt to isolate yourself in 
this life as much as you desire, but the life you live, whether it be always 
surrounded by people, or if you become a hermit;  you will influence other 
individuals.  John Donne expressed it this way when he wrote:  No Man Is An 
Island
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No man is an island,
Entire of itself,
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.
As well as if a promontory were.
As well as if a manor of thy friend's
Or of thine own were:
Any man's death diminishes me,
Because I am involved in mankind,
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; 
It tolls for thee.  

To make life worth living we need to help someone each day of our lives—when 
we are helping others, we are helping ourselves.

Life is worth living when we live to be needed.  A newspaper article 
appeared a few years ago reporting of a young boy who killed all his family. 
When the boy was asked why, his only answer was: “I felt left out.”  One of the 
basic needs of human beings is to belong, to feel needed, and when this is lost, 
life becomes a vacuum.  We must all work to keep this from happening to us.  
When one feels useless, it is not always the fault of those around us.  Many times
it is because of we just plain old “feel sorry for ourselves.”  Each of us has the 
responsibility to find where we are needed and where we can help others in this 
life.  This is where Christianity in its purity is a great asset.  Christianity is not 
just a title that we wear. Christianity is a way of life—not just a set of rituals 
performed on the Lord's day.  Christianity is a Christ centered life.  Romans 14:8
says, “For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die 
unto the Lord:  whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.”  
Philippians 1:21 echos the same sentiment.  “For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.”  Many of us feel left out because we have rejected thousands of 
opportunities to do good.  Someone once wrote, “Hell begins on the day when 
God grants us a clear vision of all that we might have achieved, of all the gifts 
which we have wasted, of all that we might have done which we did not do...”  
When opportunity knocks, we had better answer because it may never return 
again.  In the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31, the rich man 
longed for lost opportunities. I wonder how many times he wished he would 
have given Lazarus just one crumb from his table; or how many opportunities he
was given to serve his fellow man, and he refused.  And, how many times do 
preachers like me read and use this story to prove that there is indeed a heaven 
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and a hell, but we miss the mark by neglecting the real point of the story; and 
that is greed and selfishness will not give us a home in heaven; rather it will only 
sentence us to a torment in eternal flames.  When he found that there was no 
hope for himself, he wanted someone to be raised from the dead so that his 
brothers would be warned—but it was too late.  He had neglected his 
opportunities to be needed of others; he even neglected the opportunity to help 
the beggar Lazarus, and now everything was lost to him forever.   In the book of 
Acts, Luke writes of a woman named Dorcas. (Acts 9:36) “Now there was at 
Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called 
Dorcas:  this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.”  
This woman died, and still her reputation for good followed her.  “Then Peter 
arose and went with them.  When he was come, they brought him into the 
upper chamber:  and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the 
coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.” (Acts 9:39) 
What a joy it must have been for Peter to pray to God, and to ask God to bring 
this woman back to life.  God granted the request of  the prayer, and she arose 
from that bed where she had been prepared for burial.  Too many want success 
to be handed to them  without putting forth any effort on their part.  We become 
needed when we meet each challenge, large or small, with long, hard hours of 
work.  Longfellow must have had this in mind when he wrote:  “The heights by 
great men reached and kept were not attained by sudden flight, But they, while
their companions slept, Were toiling upward in the night.”  We can all be 
needed if we will only find our proper place.  We must believe in God and in 
ourselves—then find our proper place in life.   Consider for a moment Matthew 
6:26 – “Behold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, neither do they gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.  Are ye not much better 
than they?”  God provides food for the birds, but he doesn't throw it in their 
nests.  

Life is worth living when we are thankful.  The only way that we can 
honor God, allow him to remove our fears, and to direct our lives, is to be 
thankful to Him from whom all blessings flow.  When we are on the Lord's side 
and live with gratitude in our hearts; then God reduces the burdens in life to a 
level we can handle.  One man, or one woman with God, represents the majority.
Those that leave God out of their lives and make an effort to tackle life along the 
way without the help of God, will only have disappointment and fear.  Someone 
once said, “He that loses money loses little, he that loses health loses much, but 
he that loses courage loses all.”  Without God, we have no courage.  We have so 
much to be thankful for in America. Regardless of the economy in this country, 
we still live in a land of plenty.  Whatever our status is in life, we are rich if we 
live in America.  Our hearts should ache when we think of the thousands in this 
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nation who are not thankful—who have opportunities for happiness, but close 
their eyes and reject those opportunities.  However, our gratitude should not 
begin and end with physical blessings—for our greatest blessings are spiritual 
ones.   “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” (Eph. 1:3)  
Thus, we should be found “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;” (Eph. 5:20)  How easy it is to 
receive the blessings of Christ daily, and never sincerely thank God for them.  It 
has been said that the greatest possession for which to be thankful is a thankful 
heart.

Life is worth living when you are a New Testament Christian.   All the 
success and happiness we find on earth will be total failure if we are not right 
with God.  Happiness in religion does not come from some watered-down type 
of religion.  I could speak all kinds of things from the pulpit to make people feel 
good and to have a warm fuzzy feeling inside; but it would do you no good in 
eternity if it is not the words of eternal life.  Rest assured that God does have a 
way—he has a divine plan for man to follow, and He is not pleased with anything
less!  God sent his only Son to die on the cross that we might have forgiveness of 
sins.   He has given us His inspired word by the Holy Ghost which he promised.  
He has left us within that word the steps that one must follow in order to have 
forgiveness of sins; therefore eternal life.  We must hear His word and have faith 
in Jesus. (Rom. 10:17)    We must repent of our sins.  That means turning away 
from a life in the world of darkness, and turn toward God and the light of his 
Son. “I tell you nay; except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3)   
We must confess the name of Jesus the Christ. (Rom. 10:10) “For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.”  Then, be baptized for the remission of sins. (Acts 2:38)  When we 
rise to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4), the Lord will add you to the church 
that he suffered, bled, and died for. (Acts 2:47)  Yes my friend, life is worth living
when we put forth the effort.  This is the Lord's way. (John 14:6)  There is no 
other way.  If you are here needing to be restored to the Lord, the Lord is waiting
to forgive you.   If you need to be baptized for remission of sins, the Lord is 
pleading with you to come.  Contact someone in the local church of Christ today. 
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NOAH AND THE GREAT FLOOD

Doug Post 
Salisbury, Maryland 

Introduction
One of the ways in which atheism attacks Christianity is to attack the Bible. 
Atheists believe that if you can attack the credibility of the Bible, then you can 
attack the credibility of Christianity and the existence of God.  Our school 
systems and higher education programs are doing just that. They chip away at 
the credibility of the Bible and the faith of our children. However, I would like to 
suggest to you that Truth stands up to these attacks. 
One of the ways in which Geologists, scientists, and scholars attack the Bible is 
by trying to diminish the credibility of Noah and the Flood – the very stories our 
children have learned in their Bible classes. So, the question is, is the Bible 
correct in its recording of a world-wide flood? 

The Importance of This Study
As Christians we have an obligation to be set for the defense of the gospel 
(Philippians 1:16-17). We are to be ready to give an answer to everyone, 
including the atheist (1 Peter 3:15). The Greek word apologia, from which we get
the word apologetics, means giving a defense. Therefore, if we say we are giving
an apology for the Bible what we are really saying is that we are giving a 
DEFENSE of the Bible. We are not saying that we are “sorry” for the Bible, as in 
the modern connotation of an “apology.” 

In the long ago, the prophet Hosea declared, “My People are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject you from being priest for Me: Because you have forgotten the 
law of your God, I also will forget your children” (Hosea 4:6). Ignorance 
is not to be named among God’s people! 

Hosea refers to knowledge of the Word of God. Since Genesis chapters 1-9 are 
part of the Word of God – the Biblical narrative – we need to study it and not 
remain ignorant about it. 

Common Errors on the Biblical Flood

1. Some people think the flood lasted only 40 days. What does the 
Bible say? 
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1. Lasted over one year, actually 1 year and 10 days (Genesis 7:11; 8:13). 
2. Many do not know that 7 clean animals were taken into the ark (7:2). Noah

and his family, along with the animals (7 of every kind of clean animals 
and 2 of the unclean).

3. Most think the expression windows of the heavens refers to rainfall,  yet 
the rainfall lasted for 40 days (7:4) while the windows of the heavens 
lasted for 150 days (7:24-8:3). 

4.  When thinking about the ark, many picture it as a sailing ship but the 
Bible does not set forth such view. The Hebrew word for “ark” simply 
means “a chest or a coffer.” In our vernacular that simply means a “box.” 
The ark was designed to float, not sail. In fact, in all the details we read 
about the ark there is no mention of a rudder. 

5. We might refer to the ark as a giant “shoe-box” made of gopher wood, with
pitch (tar) on the inside and out.  Since the ark was covered with tar it was 
probably black in color (6:14).

6. The ark had 3 stories or floors (6:16). 

2. Can This Subject be Understood?

Every passage of Scripture must be understandable by man otherwise the Bible 
is NOT from God. It would be wholly out of harmony with God’s purpose to give 
man something that is impossible to understand. Such would be a cruel hoax for 
God to describe His Word as a revelation to mankind and yet design it so as not 
to be understood. 

However, God’s Word is, indeed, a revelation and, therefore, can be understood 
by all men alike, if they are they are willing. Since everything in Scripture is 
understandable, it is not wrong to try to understand any passage of Scripture. 
The Bible declares that the secret things belong to God (those things that He has 
chosen not to reveal to mankind) but the things He has chosen to reveal He has 
made known to man. The Great Flood account has been revealed and is, 
therefore, understandable.

3. Connection of Pre and Post Flood Worlds 

Moses was inspired to write the first 5 books of the Bible referred to as the 
Pentateuch, or the books of the Law. Although inspired, Moses had had excellent
sources for information. 

1. Methuselah lived 969 years – the oldest human being ever. His life 
overlapped Adam’s life by 243 years. He was able to speak with Adam and get
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first-hand knowledge of the events in the Garden of Eden. 
2. Methuselah also overlapped Noah’s life by 600 years. Certainly enough time 

to share information concerning the Garden and the events that transpired 
henceforth. 

3. Methuselah’s life overlapped Shem’s life by 98 years. 
4. Shem’s life lasted some 35 years after Abraham. Certainly enough time for 

Shem and Abraham to discuss the events of the Garden and the great flood. 
5. Here is the connection between the antediluvian world with the post flood 

world, and certainly Moses had enough source information to record the 
flood account accurately. 

Generations – Adam to Moses

1. Adam
a. lived 930 years
b. died 216 yrs. before the birth of Noah

2. Seth = Adam's 3
rd

 son
a. lived 912 years
b. Seth knew Noah for 34 years before he died

3. Methuselah (4
th

 great grandson of Seth)
a. lived 969 years
b. Methuselah knew Adam 243 years
c. Methuselah knew Seth 355 years

4. Lemech (son of Methuselah)
a. lived 777 years (died before his father)
b. he is the father of Noah
c. died 5 years before the flood

5. Noah lived 950 years
a. Methuselah knew Noah 600 years and died the year of the flood
b. Talked with his father, Lemech 595 years

6. Shem son of Noah (father of all Semites)
a. lived 600 years
b. talked with Methuselah 98 years
c. lived after the flood 502 years

7. Eber or Heber (great-grandson of Shem)
a. lived 464 years
b. knew both Noah and Shem

8. Terah (3
 
x great grandson of Eber)

a. lived 205 years
b. 130 yrs old when Abraham is born
c. talked with both Noah and Shem
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9. Abraham (Abram son of Terah)
a. lived 175 years
b. Abraham knew Shem son of Noah 150 years
c. Noah died 2 yrs. before Abraham was born
d. Heber outlives Abraham by 4 years

10. Isaac (son of Abraham and Sarah)
a. lived 180 years
b. knew Shem (son of Noah) 50 years

11. Jacob (called Israel and son of Isaac and father of the 12 tribes)
a. lived 147 years
b. knew Abraham 20 years

12. Levi (3
rd

 oldest son of Israel – Jacob)
a. knew Isaac about 45 years
b. knew Amran father of Moses who was his grandson
c. great grandfather of Moses
d. Levi passed on the oral history to his grandson Amran

13.Moses (son of Amran son of Kohath son of Levi)
a. Lived 120 years
b. brother of Aaron who knew their father approx. 65 years
c. Moses receives the Oral Tradition from God and is commanded to

write the first 5 books of the Old Testament.

4. The extent of the flood – Universal 

Deniers of the Flood declare that if there was a flood it would have been a local 
flood, rather than a world-wide deluge. 

 God said He would destroy ALL flesh (6:13,17; 7:4). A local flood cannot 
destroy ALL flesh. 

 If the Flood was but a localized occurrence, why did God have Noah work 
for more than a century constructing an Ark (of enormous capacity), when 
the family (not to mention the animals) easily could have migrated 
elsewhere to a safe region? Why build an ark? Why an ark that size? 
(450x75x45)? All one would have to do is walk for miles to higher ground 
away from the local area. The animals and birds would have instinctively 
gone to higher ground. 

 The height of the waters (7:20) could not be produced by a local flood. 
Remember, the flood lasted one year (7:11;8:14) or 371 days, the water 
could not remain above the mountains if the flood was local. After 5 
months the ark rested upon the mountain 5 months after the flood began 
(7:11; 8:4-5). No mere local flood could cover mountains for 5 months. 
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 The Mosaic language could not be plainer relative to the extent of the 
Deluge. “[A]II the high mountains, that were under the whole heaven were
covered. . . And all flesh died that moved upon the earth” (Gen. 7:19,21). 

 A portion of the Flood waters came as a result of the fountains of “the great
deep” being broken up (Gen. 7:11). The waters of “the deep” refer to the 
oceanic depths which adorn the entire planet (cf. 1:2; Psa. 104:6). This 
language certainly suggests more than a “Mesopotamian mud puddle.”

 A local flood does not cause some to remain enclosed for one year!
 There are numerous ancient traditions, from all around the globe, of a 

Flood that consumed the entire earth, and from which but one family was 
spared. Noted archaeologist Howard Vos contends that “on all continents 
and among almost all peoples of the earth flood accounts have been 
found.” Anthropologists have collected between 250 and 300 of these 
records (p. 32). This evidence hardly suggests a local flood.

 God made a covenant with Noah that no flood, of this scope, would occur 
ever again (Gen. 9:11). If that Flood was simply regional, Jehovah’s pledge 
has been violated many times across the centuries.

 Peter prophesied the future return of Christ to render judgment upon the 
entire earth (2 Pet. 3). The apostle then anticipates a responsive quibble. 
Certain mockers would chide: “Where is the promise of his coming?” They 
appeal to the apparent uniformity of nature (i.e., the present order has 
prevailed for centuries). But Peter charges that these scoffers “willfully 
forget” that the “world that then was, being overflowed with water, 
perished” (3:6). He affirmed that the earth would be destroyed at the time 
of the Lord’s return. If language means anything at all, the implication 
(indeed the affirmation) is that the entire globe of Noah’s day was ravaged 
by the Flood.

Christians must cease this senseless yielding to the criticisms of 
unbelievers relative to the integrity of the sacred text.
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‘EXCUSES, NO REAL REASON’ Pt.2

Stephane Maillet
Canada

 And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I 
may obtain eternal life?”  And He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about 
what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, 
keep the commandments.” Then he said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, 
“You shall not commit murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; and 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All 
these things I have kept; what am I still lacking?” Jesus said to him, “If you wish 
to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard 
this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much 
property. – (Matthew 19:16-22)

It is sad to see someone unwilling to pay the price. A few months ago I had the 
opportunity to teach the gospel to someone who had his heart open due to the 
passing of his mother. I sat down with him and he read the inspired scriptures 
until he wept, not because he saw the truth but rather because he knew he would
have to repent. He understood how living in sin separates us from God’s 
presence (Romans 3:23). For weeks the decision of obeying the gospel played in 
his mind until unfortunately he declined the offer of salvation by our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, and he did so grieving. He loved wealth, alcohol/drugs and 
immoral sex more than he did God. 

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. For what is a man 
profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He 
comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” – (Luke 
9:23-26)
Too great of a number are those who are unwilling to pick up the cross daily, are 
you one of them?
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Put it this way; for whatever excuse you give for not searching, studying, 
understanding, believing, repenting, confessing, being baptized and living the 
rest of your life faithful, will be, in essence, the same excuse given to you why 
you cannot enter heaven. 

“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 
disciple.” – (Luke 14:27)

“Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on His name.” – (Acts 22:16)

“There are many excuses why people don’t obey the gospel but no real reason.”

God bless

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.

Evangelist Needed

There  is a real need for a good man willing to start a new work out in 
Washington State. This preacher would need to be self supporting to 
start out. There is a couple already in the town of Ellensburg who
would like to see the Lord's church established there that will be sound
and follow the scripture. This will be a daunting task as the churches 
around the area have gone into apostasy. If you believe you are up to 
such a challenge please use the contact information below for more in 
site and information.

Thank you 
Jim Miller

Contact Information

Chuck Verkist, 906 East 2nd ave. Ellensburg, Wa. 98926 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@kvalley.com 
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