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Voices From The Past
Lying

Irven Lee
Jasper, Alabama 

Honesty is more than the best policy. It is an essential principle of the 
Christian's standard of life. Lying is not some little misdemeanor. It is a grievous
sin that can prepare one for the lake that burns with fire and brimstone. Let this 
little effort be dedicated to the task of awakening all of us to an acute awareness 
to the soul-destroying danger in dishonesty. All liars shall have their part in the 
lake, which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. This is 
the seriousness of this matter (Revelation 21:8).

"That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man
truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another" (Ephesians 4:22-
25). We would all be pleased if others would put away lying and speak truth. 
They, in turn, would like for all of us to always speak only the truth. Absolute 
honesty would make a better world.

While honesty is an excellent trait, which we appreciate everywhere we find it, 
dishonesty often becomes something of a habit. Note the sad message of Titus 
1:12, 13: "One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, the Cretians are 
always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke 
them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith." Imagine the difficulty of 
trying to establish a faithful congregation among such people, and yet that is the 
very task at which Titus was to work so diligently. Souls were and are in danger. 
The sharp rebuke and all other efforts that the Lord recommends should be 
made to save people from the soul-destroying evil.

Some speak things, which they ought not for filthy lucre's sake (Titus 1:11). The 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. There are, and always have been 
religious racketeers. The most dangerous deceivers are the religious receivers. 
These false teachers subvert whole houses. They should be convicted by sound 
doctrine so that their mouths are stopped.
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Liars must sear their conscience to have any rest. This can be done. Men may 
destroy this precious part of their make up if they are determined to walk the 
false way. Those who depart from the faith, and sear their conscience as with a 
hot iron, may speak lies in hypocrisy. (Please read I Timothy 4: 1, 2). Liars are 
among those who cast their fiery darts at the faithful soldiers of the Lord's army 
(Ephesians 6:10- 17).

The love of money or covetousness is often the motive of those who speak evil of 
the way of truth. They make merchandise of men. They speak things, which they 
ought not for filthy lucre's sake. They speak feigned words, or lies in hypocrisy. 
Such men are false prophets. This is the form of dishonesty with which the New 
Testament deals most often.

Some seem to think that a man who claims to preach could not be dishonest. He 
is a gospel preacher, they say. Could he be a false teacher? Have there been such 
in the past? Notice 2 Peter 1:21-2:3: "For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man: But holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall 
be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you: Whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not."

I am much impressed with the church at Ephesus and its accomplishment in 
regard to false apostles. Note the Lord's commendation in Revelation 2:2. "I 
know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear 
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and 
are not, and hast found them liars." It is wonderful that they discovered that 
they were liars. Their words would have been damnable heresies. Their words 
would "eat as cloth a canker" (2 Timothy 2:17).

It is easy to see that such men should be marked, avoided, and rejected (Titus 
3:10, 11; Romans 16:17, 18).

False teachers or deceitful workers serve not our Lord Jesus Christ. They deceive
and destroy. They are enemies of the cross of Christ. It is as appropriate now as 
it was in the day of the great apostle to the Gentiles for men to weep as they 
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behold their soul destroying efforts. Think seriously of these words from this 
apostle. "Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as
ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly' and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things)" (Philippians 3:17-19). Such enemies of the 
cross of Christ should not be supported as gospel preachers. They deserve no 
honor. Let us use again the strong words of the scripture in saying they are to be 
marked, avoided, and rejected. They are as wolves among sheep. The sheep 
should be warned.

Is there any difference in speaking perverse things and in speaking lies in 
hypocrisy? Paul was speaking of such deceitful workers when he warned the 
elders at Ephesus of the grievous wolves who would enter in among them, 
destroying the flock. He wept as he warned day and night. He commended them 
to the word as their great protection. By it they could test the teachers and 
recognize the perverted ones.

The church at Ephesus later had liars to appear among them who said they were 
apostles, or men sent of God. The church learned the truth on these liars and 
was commended for it. If you had lived then and had heard Paul's warning, 
would you have been among the first to detect the cunning craftiness of these 
liars, or would you have been among those who were deceived and blown about 
by their perverseness? Are you sure? Could you be trusted to discover, mark, 
avoid, and reject a dishonest preacher today, or would you be among the number
fighting those who speak the truth in love? I am not asking a trivial question. It 
does make a difference. We do not want to be found fighting against

In this lesson I keep trying to warn of the danger in our day of deceitful workers. 
Be not deceived. Awaken to the fact that all is not gold that glitters. Awaken to 
the fact that all are not Christians who preach. To stamp this on our minds 
better let us consider 1 John 4:1. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world." The false prophets are not on Mars. They are in the world! It is very 
urgent that we all try the spirits whether they are of God. One who may once 
have been a true teacher may now be false. Read the story of the prophet 
Balaam. Many false prophets are gone out into the world, the apostles said. 
Evidently he was right, and that sad situation still prevails.
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Men are not always what they seem. They transform themselves into another 
image if they speak lies in hypocrisy (2 Corinthians 11:12-15). "But what I do, 
that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion, that 
wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. For such are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no 
marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works."

Were there those who would seek or desire occasion to hinder work done by 
Paul? Of course, there were. That was a common problem that he faced. Would 
some today seek occasion to hinder a good work? If not, why not? Men are still 
prone to covetousness, ignorance, pride, envy, and jealousy. Men still find 
pleasure in unrighteousness. Would you recognize a satanic influence even if it 
should appear as an angel of light? Would you soon recognize one who speaks 
lies in hypocrisy even if he claimed to be a minister of righteousness? Are you 
sure? Please be watchful or vigilant as the Lord so often requested us to be. It is 
no wonder the apostle Paul wept as he warned of the false prophets in his day. 
Many did not recognize the wolf-like nature. They saw only the sheep like 
clothing of hypocrisy.

In this article I am not so much discussing the true doctrine or showing what it 
is. I am seeking to show that men can be removed from it by a perverted gospel, 
and that the man who does preach another gospel stands accursed before God. 
He would not have us honor such or bid him godspeed. Whole houses can be 
subverted by these who speak things, which they ought not. From the first 
chapter of Galatians we can learn that teachers of a perverted gospel can remove 
many churches from Christ. Tremble at the danger. This is an ever-present 
danger. Beware!

December 1966
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The False Doctrine Of Liberal Redefinition

By: Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

There is little that can be said about the way our nation has ended up at this point. In 
fact, there is very little that needs to be said at all. The reason I say this is because, just 
as the Jews of the Old Testament turned their backs on God time and again, so has 
America. So has the world for that matter. Yes, there are still sound faithful Christians in 
the world and yes there are some sound and faithful churches in the United States. 
However, it is because we have allowed God to be taken out of our society and 
government that we face these very troubling times today.

It should surprise no one that Christians are being openly persecuted once again or that 
the very wolves we are warned about in Scripture now ravage the church and lead so 
many astray. This has always been the goal of the great deceiver, Satan. Somewhere 
along the road we set God aside and started following man. This has happened many 
times throughout history and at one point even led to what we know as the Dark Ages. 
Look at the destruction caused by one man (Hitler), and look at the never ending battle 
with the Islamic world today. It just seems to get worse at every turn, and some are 
really starting to feel hopeless.

We fought a Revolution to get away from the tyranny of the king of England, and the 
founders of this nation were willing to give up all—including their lives—for the
freedom they sought, not just for themselves, but for all who would be Americans. When
Ben Franklin was asked, “What have you given us,” he plainly stated, “A Republic if 
you can keep it.” These men who fought and died so that you and I could be free did so 
believing in God and knowing that it was God’s providence that had made it possible for
all men to be free.

They understood that all rights of man came from God, and they based our Declaration 
of Independence and Constitution on this very fact. In all the years that have followed 
we have ever so slowly put that same God in a box, hoping that “out of sight” would be 
“out of mind.” Yet, just as in the first century, Christians continued to spread theWord. 
Over the years trouble and strife have beset us in the form of false teachers and heretics 
who would lead some down a path to destruction and damnation, and still today this 
battle rages and will rage till that great and notable day of Christ’s return. I admit that it 
has not been and is not now a pretty picture. But, all is not lost.
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Since the beginning Satan has sought to lure man away from God the Creator. And yes 
the Devil has had much success, especially with redefining Biblical principles, which 
redifinitions dominate the liberal mindset of today. If they don’t like a Bible word or 
principle, they give it a new definition. Today when one looks around he can't help but 
wonder if the world has gone insane. It sometimes seems the whole world has become a 
modern day Sodom and Gomorrah.

What Satan is counting on is that he can make this world so attractive to man that God 
will be pushed out of the picture, so to speak. It is now commonplace to hear people say 
that there is no God, or those who claim to be Christians can be heard to say, “You go to 
heaven your way, and I will go mine.” Many times you hear people say, “If God is so 
loving, why does He allow this to continue?” These questions and statements have been 
asked over and over through the years.

God, in his infinite wisdom, knows exactly what He is doing, and you and I should be 
grateful He has allowed us as much time as He has. If Christ were to return right now, 
what would happen to you? Would you be found faithful? God in all His mercy has 
given and is giving you the chance to serve Him as an obedient child, following His 
Word and living by it.

Now I have said all this to bring us to a point that even a lot of Christians overlook. We 
as God’s children must still be many things most will call UN-Christlike. Of course if 
you read your Bibles you should understand that in this day and age Jesus Himself 
would be considered UN-Christlike. This is both because of a lack of teaching on Jesus’ 
behavior and on such topics as hate, anger, reproof, rebuke, hell and Scriptural tolerance 
to name a few.

While liberals today attempt to redefine the words of our Constitution and of civil law, 
our concern is their redefining such aforementioned words,  thereby seeking to frustrate 
the true purpose of Gods Word. By redefining words and principles of Scripture the 
liberal justifies his Godless actions.

Hate:

Let’s start with hate. Many times in the Scripture in both Old and New Testaments hate 
plays a big part in the lives of God’s children. David, in the Psalms, shows this to be true
(emph. Added):
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Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he 
delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked (97:10). 

I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn 
aside; it shall not cleave to me (101:3)..

Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way 
(119:104).

I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love (119:113).

Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I 
hate every false way (119:128).

I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love (119:163).

I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies (139:22).

In the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Jeremiah a proper type of hate is expressed, 
including the fact that even the Lord God hates certain things (emph. added):

These six things doth the LORD (hate): yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that 
deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren Pro. 6:16–
19). 

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace (Ecc. 3:8).

Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and sending 
them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate (Jer_44:4).

Pro 6:17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

Pro 6:18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to 
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mischief,

Pro 6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

Hate in its proper application brings about righteousness. It is the love—and thus the 
redefinition—of hate that enables the justification of sin on the part of those who have 
the liberal mindset. We can see clearly from the above Scriptures that hatred has its 
place in the life of God’s people.

Anger:

Let us now move on to another concept that liberals have redefined—anger. There are 
those who call anger a sin, and in some cases this would be correct. However, the 
Christian has a God given right to be angry as long as it is guided by Scripture.

Anger is a God-given emotion. Anger is not necessarily sinful or damaging. It is a
motivating factor that God has given us for good. God is angry at all times with
the wicked (Psa. 7:11; 79:5). God was once angry with Moses (Deut. 1:37, 4:21), Aaron 
(9:20), Solomon (1 Kings 11:19), and Israel (1 Kings 17:18).

Jesus was angry; in fact his anger "ate him up" (John 2:17), yet without sin. Jesus was 
angry when he rebuked the hardhearted priests for their malice and unbelief (Mark 3:5). 
But Jesus and the Father congtrolled their anger within bounds and directed it at the 
problems that elicited such anger.

Anger, as any other emotion that is uncontrolled, is sinful. Uncontrolled does not just
mean the unsubdued explosions of wrath commonly associated with anger, but it
includes any undisciplined and unbiblical use of anger. There is always a right time and
a wrong time for anger. Look at the example of Christ when he overthrew the tables of
the merchants at and in the temple: 

And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And 
found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting: And when he had made a scourge of small cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured 
out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto them that 
sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of 
merchandise (John 2:13–16).
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Today however, theological and political liberals who seek to redefine God’s Word 
would tell you that this very action of Jesus was UN-Christlike.

I ask you: Is it any wonder that this great nation has fallen to such a depraved state? You
take God out of the picture as the liberals have sought to do and are doing and you
trample under foot the very principles upon which our nation was founded—not to 
mention the church itself. If we are seeking to do the will of God, we have a God-given 
right—yea obligation—to hate and be angry about those things that were the objects of 
the hatred and anger of God and His Son.

Next month we will pick up with the words reproof, rebuke, and hell. I hope you will
consider the above and make proper application of them. Until next we meet, 
may God bless you.

All scriptute quoted is from the KJV unless other wise stated.

If you or your church need a website to further the
Lords work in your area contact me I can make it
affordable for just about anyone. See some of my

work by following these links.
http://thescripturecache.com

http://graychurchofchrist.com
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom

http://falsedoctrinesofman.com
http://tollandcountycoc.com

Contact me at jfmiller61@gmail.com
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Outline of the Book of Romans Pt: 2

Eric Farrior
Freeport, Fl. 

Chapter 4 is a “snapshot” of the book of Romans, for it emphasizes HOW man
is justified and uses one specific man as an example: Abraham.  Abraham is 
our example in this chapter of a man that was approved of by God, thus 
Abraham lived “by the law of faith” (3:27b); which means that he was 
“justified by faith” (3:28). We will get to some pertinent questions to ask in 
this chapter, such as:
#1- Did Abraham earn his salvation? 
In order the answer this question, we need to go back to some accounts 
regarding Abraham.  The text of Heb. 11:8 says “by faith, Abraham.. obeyed!  
He obeyed to leave Mesopotamia- Acts 7, he obeyed to leave Haran when 
Terah died- Gen. 12.  Abraham was required to “be perfect” (the Hebrew word
is “tâmıı ym”, which means entire or without blemish – cf. Lev. 1:3).  Now 
would “being perfect” require any work on the part of Abraham?  It certainly 
would!  It means that Abraham would be required to walk in complete 
harmony with the will of God, to faithfully submit to and trust in the Almighty
and demonstrate such in the obedience of faith!  How though, do we KNOW 
that Abraham trusted God and complied with His commands?  How about 
the example we have in Heb. 11:17-19?  The text says this: “By faith Abraham,
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son,  Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall 
thy seed be called:  Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from
the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.”  Now, if this is not 
an example of trusting faith in God, what is?  The same God that required this
of Abraham confirmed this very thing through the inspired brother of the 
Lord-  But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?   
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar?   Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which 
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified, and not by faith only (Jms. 2:20-24).  Folks, are 
you getting this?  Could Abraham have been approved of God without 
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complying with the directive to offer his son?  Would he have demonstrated 
his FAITH in God without the WORK of offering Isaac at God’s command?  
Certainly not! Abraham was said to have “worked”, yet Paul refers to 
Abraham as being right with God “by faith” (Rom. 4:5,13), rather “than 
works” (v2)-  Did Paul contradict James?  NO! Please remember, the “works” 
that Paul refers to here correspond to the LAW he just spoke of (the law of 
Moses- cf. 3:28ff).  Abraham did not EARN his position with God thru the 
keeping of the law of Moses (or any perfect obedience, for that matter), 
rather, he was reckoned right with God by his faithful obedience.  This would 
be reckoned of “grace”, not “debt” (v4).  Absurd is the thought that a man can 
EARN his salvation simply by complying with the commands of the Almighty!
How silly is the cry of “legalism” by liberals of those who “have a faith which 
worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6).  The thrust of v5 is not one of “belief only –vs- 
obedience”, but rather a contrast of systems;  perfect adherence to the law – 
vs- faithful compliance with God’s word with Him as the object of trust.  Now 
however marginal that difference may seem to some, there is a distinction 
between the two!  Lest we believe that no man was justified under the law of 
Moses, Paul quotes David in vv. 6-8 (cf. Ps. 32:1ff).  Yet something should 
stand out here.  David lived under the law, and quite obviously, his “iniquities
were forgiven” (v7).  HOW was this man (who lived under the law of Moses, a 
law, by the way, that NO FLESH would be justified by keeping (Gal. 2:16)) 
able to say such things, knowing that he was benefitting from them?  Were 
David’s sins not forgiven (cf. 2 Sam. 12:13, Ps. 51, et al)?  David, though he 
lived under the law of Moses, was justified the SAME way Abraham was… “by
faith”!  Regardless of the law a man lived under, if he was justified, he was 
justified by faith (cf. 3:27b, Hab. 2:4).  David did not keep the law of Moses 
perfectly, just as Abraham did not live perfectly under the Patriarchal law; 
each of them, however, did live FAITHFULLY to God, submitting to His will 
and displaying their faith in obedience.  Certainly, they sinned, but 
repentance is implied with Abraham (cf. Gen. 24:40) and explicitly stated 
with David (cf. 2 Sam. 12:13a).  Thus, the man that the Lord “will not impute 
sin” is the same man that “God reckons righteous” and whose “sin is 
covered”.  This man is the one that “walks in the steps of that faith of 
Abraham” (v12)

#2-  Are we saved by the same principle?  Yes!  As stated previously, if ANY 
man has ever been saved, it has been by this principle!  God justifies man 
when man believes, trusts and obeys the divine commands given him.  Indeed
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we are required to “walk in the steps of that faith of Abraham” (Rom. 4:12)!  
We will see this point very clearly taught in chapter 6, that the Roman 
Christians were made “free from sin” by their obedience, notice:  Know ye 
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?   But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.   
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness 
(Rom. 6:16-18).  This was a consistent theme taught in the New Testament by 
inspired men!   Now, some try to validate denominational arguments by the 
comparison between baptism and circumcision seen in this chapter. In 
reality, the clearest teaching in the New Testament on the two subjects 
together is seen here: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ:   Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead.  And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having 
forgiven you all trespasses (Col. 2:11-13).  It is not true that man can be 
righteous BEFORE baptism, rather, man is forgiven of sin (thus right with 
God) when he submits to the commands of God in baptism (cf. Acts 2:38,41; 
22:16)!  
Is it possible to submit to the authority of God in the obedience of faith and 
still be reckoned right “by grace”, rather than “debt”?  Obviously!  Verses 6-8 
emphasize the same truth that was alluded to in 3:27b-28; that the man that 
lives “by faith” is “reckoned righteous” and his “sin is not imputed unto him”. 
(Compare this truth with the teaching of Rom. 8:1-6, Col. 1:21-23 and 1 Jn. 
1:7-9)

The implication of v15 is one that the religious world should study and strive 
to understand.  Sin is not imputed where there is no law.  Folks, if there were 
no law today (as liberals claim) then there could be no sin (cf. 1 Jn. 3:4)!  We 
most certainly are under law to Christ (1 Cor. 9:21, cf. Jms. 1:25, 2:12)
Please do not miss the significance of vv. 17-21 either.  Abraham believed 
what God said about him being the father of many nations (Gen. 17:4).  Yet 
the very act of conceiving a son required some effort on the part of Abraham!  
He knew full well WHO the object of his trust was (God, who promised- cf. 
Gen. 15, 22), yet he was still required to do something!  How strange it is 
when folks claim that obedience is excluded from faith! 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 15



God reckoned Abraham righteous (v22) when he submitted to the “word of 
faith” (Rom. 10:8) in the obedience of faith (Rom. 1:5, 4:12).  
Verses 24-25 say:  But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;  Who was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our justification.   We too can be 
reckoned right in the sight of God IF we “walk before Him” (Gen. 17:1) and 
act “by faith” (Heb. 11:17-19).  Those who obey the gospel of Jesus can receive 
those blessings (Acts 2:41,47- “believe on” is used as a synecdoche, cf.  Acts 
16:31-34).  Thank God for the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ!  
Thank God for the pure gospel of Christ, which makes the benefits of His 
sacrifice available to all men (Rom. 1:16-17)!  Without this we would have no 
hope!

 
(All scripture from the KJV unless otherwise noted)
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Nero (Part 5)

Tim Bench
Abilene, Texas

“As the fire raged, Nero returned to the city from Anzio and immediately took 
extensive, even heroic measures to relieve popular suffering and to resurrect the 
city on a much sounder basis, with a strict and sensible building code. 

As a good emperor should, he looked for religious relief as well: elaborate efforts 
were made to propitiate the gods, and the perpetrators were alleged to have been
discovered among an aberrant Jewish sect which hated the human race and 
predicted that the earth would soon end in flames.” From “Nero Reconsidered” 
by Edward Champlin, New England Review, Spring 1998, page 103. 

“The first persecution of the Church took place in the year 67, under Nero, the 
sixth emperor of Rome. This monarch reigned for the space of five years, with 
tolerable credit to himself, but then gave way to the greatest extravagancy of 
temper, and to the most atrocious barbarities. Among other diabolical whims, he
ordered that the city of Rome should be set on fire, which order was executed by 
his officers, guards, and servants. While the imperial city was in flames, he went 
up to the tower of Macaenas, played upon his harp, sung the song of the burning 
of Troy, and openly declared that 'he wished the ruin of all things before his 
death.' Besides the noble pile, called the Circus, many other palaces and houses 
were consumed; several thousands perished in the flames, were smothered in 
the smoke, or buried beneath the ruins.

This dreadful conflagration continued nine days; when Nero, finding that his 
conduct was greatly blamed, and a severe odium cast upon him, determined to 
lay the whole upon the Christians, at once to excuse himself, and have an 
opportunity of glutting his sight with new cruelties. 

This was the occasion of the first persecution; and the barbarities exercised on 
the Christians were such as even excited the commiseration of the Romans 
themselves. Nero even refined upon cruelty, and contrived all manner of 
punishments for the Christians that the most infernal imagination could design. 

In particular, he had some sewed up in skins of wild beasts, and then worried by 
dogs until they expired; and others dressed in shirts made stiff with wax, fixed to
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axletrees, and set on fire in his gardens, in order to illuminate them. 

This persecution was general throughout the whole Roman Empire; but it rather
increased than diminished the spirit of Christianity. In the course of it, St. Paul 
and St. Peter were martyred.” from Fox's Book of Martyrs, Chapter II, “The Ten 
Primitive Persecutions”, “The First Persecution, Under Nero, A.D. 67”.

“Early Christians expected suffering. Christ had died on the cross, so there was 
no higher honor than to imitate that death through accepting martyrdom 
(witness by one’s blood). The Jewish legacy portrayed, in writings such as the 
Fourth Book of the Maccabees, the glorious nature of death rather than 
renunciation of Israel; even without this, Christianity would inevitably have held
the martyr’s death in high esteem. As the writer of 1 Peter expressed it, “If you 
suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name.” (4:16).

How was it that the church underwent such sacrifices? The Roman religion was 
not intolerant; Rome had accepted into its pantheon deities from the Italian 
tribes and from Asia Minor. In the provinces, the great territorial gods—such as 
Saturn in North Africa and Jehovah among the Jews—were accepted as “legal 
religion” on the grounds that their rites, even if barbarous, were sanctified by 
ancient tradition. Countless local gods and goddesses, worshiped by the ordinary
inhabitants of the Greco-Roman world, were often provided with a classical 
equivalent name and worshiped as “Roman” deities.

Despite this toleration, by the early second century the Roman governor of 
Bithynia (on the Black Sea) had no hesitation in sending to immediate execution 
those who had been denounced as being Christians. The name alone was a 
sufficient death warrant.

Persecution did not begin with the Roman authorities. The New Testament 
writings tell of fratricidal strife between Jews and Christians, the latter 
challenging the Jews by claiming to be “the New Israel.” In the early chapters of 
Acts, Stephen (7:57) and James, the brother of John the disciple (12:2), became 
victims of the Jerusalem mob and of King Herod Agrippa, respectively. Indeed, 
the writer of Luke-Acts appears to go out of his way to reassure the Roman 
authorizes of the loyalty and general value of the Christians and the hostility of 
the Jews toward them.
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The persecutors and their motives changed in A.D. 64. On July 19 that year a 
great fire engulfed much of Rome; only four of the fourteen quarters of the city 
escaped damage. Suspicion immediately fell on Emperor Nero: was this a 
madcap way of clearing part of the city to make room for new, magnificent 
streets and buildings in his honor? Nero, however, managed to deflect blame 
first, apparently, on the Jews, who had a reputation for large-scale arson but 
also had friends at court; and then onto the Christians. Many Christians 
(perhaps including Peter) were seized, tortured, and done to death in the arena.

Tacitus, writing in c. 115, included an account of the incident in his Annales (XV,
44). Except for the manner of the Christians’ deaths, which he thought 
excessively cruel, he showed no sympathy for the Christians. Recording that 
“Christus, from whom the name [Christians] had its origin” was executed by 
“one of our procurators, Pontius Pilate,” Tacitus described the Christians as a 
“class hated for their abominations” and guilty of “hatred of the human race,” an
accusation he also made against the Jews. Theirs was not a “religion” but a 
“deadly superstition,” and hence worthy of repression. Though there was no 
immediate sequel to Nero’s persecution, the fire forfeited any chance Christians 
might have had of being recognized as “legal religion” (  religio licita  ) separate 
from Judaism.”

From “Persecution in the Early Church; Did you know?” by Everett Ferguson, 
Abilene Christian University, July 1, 1990, Christianity Today.

“When Emperor Nero said let there be light, there was light. Mainly thanks to 
the bodies of crucified Christians he set on fire and used as torches to illuminate 
the Colosseum's night games...He not only dipped Christians in boiling pitch and
used them as human candles, but murdered his pregnant wife by repeatedly 
kicking her in the stomach and killed his own mother.

“Nero, Ivan, Adolf – so who was the most depraved tyrant of all?”, by John 
Costello, 1-27-2013, www.independent.ie. 

“The church was often under local and sporadic (though intense) persecution 
from the Jews from her earliest years. But following the burning of Rome in July
of 64 A.D., the infamous Nero, seeking to shift blame for the fire from himself 
accused the Christians of having fired the city, and inaugurated an empire-wide 
effort to exterminate the entire body of Christians in all his domain. This was the
first of ten such imperial persecutions, and many thousands perished in the 
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awful onslaught.” from “The Bible --- Of Divine Or Human Origin?”, 9-13-1962 
issue of “The Gospel Guardian”. 

Why would Nero decide to choose the Christians as his nemesis and assign them 
the blame as the culprits of the massive fire? How Christians were viewed by the 
citizens of the city and the ruling authorities provides great insight into this 
question….

“The Christians were regarded by both the common people and the authorities 
as being separatists. The Christian lifestyle itself distanced it from that of the 
pagan world. The very moral standards of the Church were seen as a severe 
reproach of the pagan way of life. Indeed, some Christians lived an almost 
excessively puritanical life and thus incurred the wrath of the populace…A 
regular accusation propagated against Christianity was that of atheism. 
Christianity, because of its monotheistic faith, would not offer the customary 
sacrifices and worship to other gods: a duty of Roman subjects.” 

From “Roman Persecution of the Early Church” by Adrian Russell. 

“The popular indignation endured by the Christians made them Nero's natural 
scapegoats. All kinds of slanderous reports about Christians had been 
circulating. The Lord's Supper gave rise to rumors that they held secret 
cannibalistic meetings where they ate someone's body and drank his blood. 
Christians were despised because they refused to participate in the wicked pagan
festivals of the Gentiles.

The attitude of the Roman government toward the Church gradually changed
from  indifference  to  hostility.  They  had  come  to  see  that  Christianity  and
Judaism were  different.  Christianity  came to  be  regarded  as  a  religio  illicita
("prohibited  religion").  It  is  clear  that  though in  AD  64  the  Christians  were
charged with arson, soon they were being persecuted for the mere fact of being
Christians, and for the supposed abominations connected with that name.”
from “Christians Persecuted By Nero” by Daniel W. Petty, Truth Magazine. 

“Clearly for Roman governors in the first and second centuries, to be a Christian
was in itself a subversive act, because it entailed a refusal to sacrifice to the gods
of Rome, including the deified emperor. However, until the reign of Septimus
Severus (193-211) persecution was local and sporadic. 
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Christianity does not seem to have been a serious enough problem to warrant
the attention of the emperors.  Nero’s persecution appears to have been limited
to the city of Rome itself; Tacitus’ claim that it was an act of opportunism, and
the Christians a convenient scapegoat for the fire of Rome is plausible.”  from
“Why  were  the  Early  Christians  Persecuted?”  by  Stephen  Walton,  “The
Theologian”,www.theologian.org.uk.  

We will continue with part Six next month...........
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A PLEA FOR THE PLEA

By Dub McClish

There is no more exciting and thrilling ideal to those who hunger and thirst for 
ultimate Truth than that of being a part of the church of the Bible. The 
incomparable objective of restoring the church of Christ was necessitated by 
centuries of apostasy followed by earnest but doomed-to-fail attempts at mere 
correction of the evil monster of Rome and its apostate ancestors. The mighty 
sixteenth-century reform effort itself degenerated into another version of 
rampant abandonment of the inspired blueprint, resulting in as much deviation 
in religion as it sought to repair.

The sparks of restoration have likely always been present in the face of 
digression. They can certainly be seen in eighth-century “Publicans” (England) 
and “Paulicians” (Europe) who generally rejected the doctrine of the Roman 
Church and the growing power of the pope. Strong traces of a determination to 
subscribe only to the New Testament are evident in the intervening centuries 
through the times of the reformers. There were restoration voices as loud in 
protest to the false doctrines of Luther and Calvin as to those of the pope. Some 
of the reformers (e.g., Calvin) were as adept as the papists at inflicting torture 
and death on many of their enemies.

More recent voices of restoration were heard from such eighteenth-century men 
as John Glas, Robert Sandeman, and the Haldanes, in Scotland. About the same 
time the ideal appeared in our fledgling nation as devout men in the New World 
became heart-weary with human tradition and uninspired religious dogma. 
James O’Kelley broke with the Methodists, Abner Jones and Elias Smith with 
the Baptists, and Barton W. Stone with the Presbyterians in their determination 
to be only the Lord’s people. Later came the Campbells and others at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, all of whom had to grope (and sometimes 
stumble)—gradually an painfully—their way out of the dark tunnel of error into 
the glorious light of Truth.

While these men understandably made mistakes as they pursued their quest, 
their passion for the primitive pattern was unmistakable and resolute. They 
knew that the unity and freedom they craved in religion could and would come 
only as men were persuaded to cast aside all human religious doctrines and 
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practices so as to walk in the old paths set down for all time by the inspired 
writers. Their plea was not for a new way of their own origin, but for the old, 
original way of the Lord. Borne along by such Bible-rooted revolutionary slogans
as “Where the Bible speaks we speak, and where the Bible is silent we are silent” 
and “Let us call Bible things by Bible names and do Bible things in Bible ways,” 
these men used the fire in their own bones to ignite a spiritual blaze that caught 
fire and rapidly spread.

While many of those heralding this exciting plea were unlettered and had only 
tree stumps for their frontier wilderness pulpits, still their message with its 
innate power and verity found its mark time after time. In its wake the 
denominational authorities quaked as they saw their sects being rapidly 
consumed. Though they tried mightily to resist on polemic platform and by 
printed page, the powerful two-edged sword of the Spirit slew them hip and 
thigh, time and again. Those godly restorers had the Lord of glory and His Truth 
among them; how could they fail?

By the middle of the nineteenth century, when it appeared that the pure Gospel 
and the church that it has ever produced would literally sweep our young nation,
disaster struck. That which the subtle Serpent could not do by frontal attack 
from without, he determined to do through treason from within Christ’s 
kingdom. Some who had escaped the spiritual shackles of sectarianism, like 
Lot’s wife, began to look backward with longing and lust for some of the very 
things from which the Truth had freed them. In their desire to substitute 
missionary societies for the church’s evangelistic commission and to add man-
made musical instruments to the worship, they found it necessary to abandon 
the respect they once had for the silence as well as for the statement of Scripture.
To justify their innovation idols they invented a deadly new slogan: “Where the 
Bible is silent we have freedom to act and speak.” Predictably, this flawed dictum
not only allowed them to rationalize their cravings, but sadly, it also opened a 
Pandora’s Box. By the principle upon which they began fulfilling their new 
desires for things not explicitly forbidden in the New Testament, everything else 
not explicitly forbidden might also be justified, from doughnuts and milk on the 
Lord’s table to counting beads in prayer.

The defectors relentlessly and ruthlessly followed the Prince of this world to the 
distraction, decimation, and finally the division of the church of Christ, officially 
recognized by the federal census near the beginning of the past century (1906). 
They could boast of capturing about eighty-five percent of the church’s members
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in their cruel campaign. Their efforts have resulted in two separate Christian 
Church denominations, with even the less liberal of them still inseparably 
wedded to the utterly unscriptural motto of their spiritual forebears that reflects 
their contempt for the silence of Scripture.

The small remnant of faithful brethren had to start new congregations, build 
new buildings, and establish new schools because most of the schools and 
churches, with their respective properties, were rudely stolen from those who 
had poured so much of their lives and fortunes into them. Within a few decades, 
the faithful had more than regained the ground lost to the apostates. In the 
1950s, the Lord’s people were the most rapidly-growing religious body in the 
U.S. As a century before, it appeared that the future was only bright for the 
progress of Truth in our nation. Then Satan seemed to reflect on his earlier 
success with an internal attack; history began to repeat itself. First, there arose 
some brethren who were determined to bind optional matters as obligatory, in 
both evangelistic and benevolent works. In spite of  refutation of their doctrine 
in numerous debates, sermons, and discussions through the papers, they 
attracted considerable numbers to their cause. Perhaps to some degree in 
reaction to an unbiblical restrictive agenda of these brethren, in the 1960s, 
another group of brethren with an equally unbiblical platform began to appear. 
They, in the footsteps of the digressives of the mid-nineteenth century, pursued 
an unrestrictive agenda that insisted on making various Scriptural obligations 
optional.

This latter group of brethren is in fact so much like those who began their 
leftward movement a century and a half ago that they have been steadily urging 
a reunification with the denominations those erstwhile brethren became. The 
current crop of digressives has pursued a much broader agenda than the 
introduction of the two prized innovations of their religious fathers, however. 
These self-denominated change agents have totally abandoned the plea for 
maintenance of the restored church.

They, much as the Disciples of Christ/Christian Church denomination, deny 
both the possibility and the need for restoration. They attribute our 
distinctiveness as a religious body to the philosopher John Locke and some of 
his influence on the early nineteenth-century restorers rather than to the 
apostles. But they are wrong.

These present-day liberal brethren are members of a “movement”—one bent on 
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destroying the church of Christ by denominationalizing it. I am not a member of 
a “movement” (and I wish brethren would refrain from equating the Lord’s 
church with a “Restoration Movement”). I am a member of the church of Christ 
because I obeyed the Gospel of Christ and the Lord added me to His church 
(Acts 2:38–41, 47). Anyone anywhere anytime can (and will) become a member 
of the church bought, built, and owned by Christ when he/she confesses faith in 
the Sonship of Christ, repents of sins, and is baptized into Christ in order to 
receive the forgiveness of sins by the blood of Christ. When such ones in any 
locality then worship, work, and are content to be organized into a congregation 
as specified in the New Testament, they constitute a church of Christ.
The plea to all men to become and be only Christians as defined by the New 
Testament is the message of the Gospel itself. The uncorrupted seed of the Word
of God (Luke 8:11) can produce only one fruit when it produces at all: the church
of Christ. This is the beautiful, simple plea that must and will never grow old to 
those who have discovered and obeyed the Gospel Truth and to those honest 
hearts who are searching for it. In a day characterized by apostasy and 
digression on every hand, may those of us who are in the Way not waver for one 
moment. Rather, let us all redouble our efforts to sound forth the plea of the 
pure and primitive Gospel, which alone will produce the pure and primitive 
church.

[Note: I wrote this MS for and it was published in a slightly different form as an 
“Editorial Perspective” in The Gospel Journal, January 2000, of which I was 
Editor at the time. DM]
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Learning to Give an Answer (4)

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, TN

This is a continuation of the article that was started last month within the 
'Learning to Give an Answer' series on the specific subject of “Authority” in the 
Lord's church.

Deacons:
As with elders, we are going to talk about deacons in the following order; their 
title, qualifications, and their duties and responsibilities.

Title:  The word deacon is derived from the Greek word diakanos, which literally
means servant or to serve.  This word is used in more than one sense and it is 
important that we know which sense it is being used in our discussion of the 
office of a deacon.  First, it is used in a general sense, to designate any Christian, 
since we are all, servants of the Lord Jesus and each other.  Second, it is used to 
designate a special group of servants who must meet certain qualifications (we 
will discuss qualifications later) and are used for special labor in the local 
congregation.  It is with this second point that we continue our discussion.

Qualifications:  The qualifications to be considered for the office of a deacon are 
given in First Timothy 3:8-12.  With few exceptions the qualifications of a 
deacon are the same as the biblical qualifications for an elder.  I wish to cover 
one of those contrasts in this lesson:  First, a deacon is required to have children,
just as an elder must meet the same qualification.  However, in the qualifications
of an elder, it is required for elder’s children to be of the faith.  In Titus, the first 
chapter, and verse 6, this is an undeniable qualification for those who would be 
elders in the Lord’s church. “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
having faithful children, not accused of riot or unruly.” 

Now, the qualifications of a deacon list no such restriction.  Children?  Yes.  
Faithful Children?  Not necessarily.  (I Tim. 3:12)—“Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.”   This 
means that to be qualified as a deacon a man must have children, but his 
children do not necessarily have to be faithful Christians.  In fact, his children 
may even be too young to believe and respond to the gospel call.
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A deacon, just as an elder, must be the “husband of one wife.”  Therefore a 
woman cannot serve, nor be appointed to the office of a deacon in the churches 
of Christ. 

Duties and Responsibilities:  This is where it gets a little bit hazy for deacons.  
Whereas we know that Christ is the head of the church; and we know elders are 
to be shepherds/overseers of the flock, for this is all spelled out in scripture, but 
what is the purpose of deacons, and what do they to do?
We need to be concerned about following the pattern in New Testament 
Scripture.  Local congregations of the first century church had deacons, and this 
is one of the best reasons for the church today to have them.  We can see 
evidence of this in Philippians 1:1 which says, “Paul and Timotheus, the servants
of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons:”

There are many works in the church that elders do which could (and sometimes 
should) be delegated to deacons.  This allows the elders to concentrate on their 
work of shepherding/overseeing the flock.  This was the point which was made 
in Acts 6.  Although the word deacon is not used in the KJV of the scripture, the 
word diakanos is there.  These men of Acts chapter 6 were appointed to serve 
the daily physical needs of the congregation because of a dispute which arose 
concerning the neglect of the Grecian widows as Acts 6:1 shows:  “And in those 
days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministration.”  This matter was taken before the apostles, 
and their conclusion was that if they left their own work to take care of these 
matters, then the word of God would not be preached.  “Then the twelve called 
the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we 
should leave the word of God, and serve tables.” (Acts 6:2)  Therefore the 
apostles gave instruction for the multitude of disciples to search among them 
and appoint men over these matters, so that they (the apostles) could continue 
praying and preaching the word of God.  “But we will give ourselves continually
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4)

We should be able to see from this example that deacons are special appointed 
servants and they should serve the purpose of taking some of the pressure of the
work load off of the elders.  Elders should not have to do the daily physical work 
of the church.  There is nothing demeaning about purchasing paper products, 
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taking care of the church building, going to buy church materials for Bible Study,
or taking care of benevolent work;  but the elders should be free to care of the 
spiritual needs of the local congregation, teach the lost, make decisions 
concerning the future of the congregation, visiting those who are physically and 
spiritually weak, encourage and feed young Christians, and oversee the 
preaching and teaching of the word of God.  

Deacons should be appointed to specific works, and given responsibility for that 
work.  And they should be allowed, with minimal supervision of the elders, to get
that work done.  They are never independent from the guidance of the elders, 
but should be allowed enough freedom of action and discretion to accomplish 
their work.

When this is done properly, just look at the results in the church.  “And the word
of God increased; and the number of disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; 
and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:7)

Organization (Review):
By discussing first the authority figures we should by now see clearly the 
organization of the church.  We have Christ at the head of the church.  We have 
qualified elders in the local congregation taking oversight of the spiritual needs 
and growth of the church.  Only Christ is over the elders.  And we have deacons 
that see to the physical needs of the church.  
This really is, for the most part, a review of what we have already covered, but 
there are a few points that need to be made for clarification and emphasis.

1. Elders are appointed over the local congregation.  They are not to 
interfere with another congregations business in any way.  Each 
congregation of the church of Christ has different spiritual needs, 
therefore it would be fruitless for elders of one congregation to attempt 
to exercise their authority over another.  There is always to be a 
plurality (more than one) of elders in a congregation.  For a 
congregation to only have one elder is not in keeping with biblical 
example and practice.  One person rule in a congregation breeds strife 
and contempt.

2. Likewise, Deacons are also a plurality.

3. Perhaps the most unique characteristic in the church of Christ is the 
lack of any central committee, convention, synod, or any kind of central 
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headquarters or office that governs all the congregations.  Each 
congregation is autonomous, meaning that each congregation takes 
care of the needs of the membership that attends, and provides for the 
needs of that particular community.  This differs greatly from the 
denominational world, but this is the way the Bible instructs.  After all, 
the church of Christ is not a denomination. 

Let us never think we are so wise that we think we can do things better than the 
Lord concerning the authority and organization of the church.

All scripture references are from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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“DEAVERISM” (Part Two)
Refuting Mac Deaver’s False Teaching 

On The Work of the Holy Spirit 

Doug Post
Vernon, Connecticut 

Last month we began a series of articles addressing the numerous errors taught 
by Mac Deaver regarding the work and role of the Holy Spirit in the Christian 
life. Over the past 20 years Deaver has evolved his false doctrines on the Holy 
Spirit. Following his debate with Marion Fox in 1994, he was forced to go back to
the “drawing board” and re-work some his arguments. Since then, his doctrines 
have evolved into “Pentecostalism Light,” meaning he is teaching that that Holy 
Spirit MUST work directly and immediately (without means) upon the Christian 
mind. 

Taking a page out of Calvinism, which teaches human beings are corrupt, Deaver
teaches that the Christian is unable to produce the spirituality God demands. In 
some unexplained, supernatural fashion, the Holy Spirit must make up the 
difference in what the Christian (human being) is lacking in spiritual ability. He 
or she must receive supernatural power from the Spirit. 

In whatever way one wishes to describe it, in the final analysis, the Christian is 
said to be unable to produce the appropriate level of spirituality God expects. 
Because of this alleged inability (diminished spirituality), the Holy Spirit must 
now manipulate the Christian’s mind (the inner man) in order to become 
spiritually pleasing and acceptable to God. This implies that the Christian is not 
sanctified unless and until the Holy Spirit directly (without means) works 
supernaturally and immediately upon the Christian. 

The idea that the Holy Spirit is responsible for infusing the Christian with 
supernatural strength invokes the picture of an athlete who is injected with 
steroids in order to enhance his or her performance. In like manner, Deaver has 
the Spirit, as if He is holding a needle Himself, directly infusing (injecting) the 
person with supernatural strength in order to enhance one’s “spiritual 
performance.” This spiritual injection, therefore, produces a “Super Christian” – 
a Christian who otherwise would not be “super” had it not been for this spiritual 
injection of power. 

This results in the Christian being able to overcome temptation and sin that was 
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previously impossible for him or her to overcome:

1. That the Spirit makes the Christian understand the Scriptures to a degree 
he or she could not previously understand.

2. That the Spirit makes the Christian fully produce the fruit of the Spirit, i.e.,
the Christian is not able, under normal human circumstances, to produce 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control (the fruit of the Spirit – Gal.5:22-23), to the capacity God 
expects.

3. That the Spirit makes the Christian overcome temptation and sin that he 
or she could not previously overcome without the direct help from the 
Spirit. 

In our last article, I listed Mac’s propositions concerning the Spirit, which take 
into consideration all that I have just enumerated. For sake of convenience, I 
have once again provided Deaver’s propositions:
                
1. "The Scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit dwells in the Christian personally in 
conjunction with the word of God" (Deaver-Fox Debate in 1994, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma).
2. "The word of God teaches that the Holy Spirit directly helps (in conjunction 
with the word and never separate and apart from it) the inward man of the 
faithful child of God" (Deaver-Lockwood Debate in 1998, Robertson County, 
Tennessee).
3. "The Bible teaches that in addition to His sanctifying influence through His 
word, the Holy Spirit operates directly to sanctify the heart of the faithful 
Christian" (Deaver-Moffitt Debate in 2000, Denton, Texas).
4. "The Scriptures teach that when a person becomes a Christian he is baptized 
in water and in the Holy Spirit" (Deaver-Vick Debate in 2011, Indianapolis, 
Indiana).

In this series of articles I will fully address each of these propositions. However, 
the first proposition is not one of major concern and is not really a matter of 
fellowship. To put it another way, it is not a matter that demands disfellowship. 
However, I believe it would be beneficial to address some points regarding the 
matter.  

The New Testament teaches that God dwells in the Christian. In fact it teaches 
that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit dwell in the Christian.
Some, however contend that the Spirit literally and spatially dwells inside the 
flesh of the Christian. This is sometimes referred to as the “Personal Indwelling.”
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That the Spirit somehow is housed within the Christian, taking up space as our 
heart and lungs take up space within us. Advocates of this view have provided 
arguments (although lacking), throughout many generations in explanation of 
this.  

More recent arguments claim that since the Spirit is a “spirit,” it (He) cannot 
take up space nor can the Spirit be said to be “literally” inside the individual, 
because after all, He is a “spirit.” In other words, these arguments feign 
ignorance when it comes to understanding such words “literally,” “figuratively,” 
and “spiritually,” as well as the meaning of Bible words. For instance, since some
seemingly cannot understand the meaning of “in,” “inside,” or “within,” then 
how can they even differentiate between what is “outside” and what is “inside” 
when Paul says “For what have I to d0 with judging those also who are 
outside? Do you not judge those who are inside??” (1 Cor.5:12). Do they 
not understand what that means? Of course they do, they simply feign ignorance
in order to ignore various arguments. Then they feign ignorance concerning the 
meanings of “literally” and “figuratively.” However, they seem to understand the 
point Jesus makes when He says: 

“Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life 
in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:53-54).

They understand that Jesus did not teach cannibalism, the eating of His “literal” 
flesh and blood, but was referring to that which represents His flesh and blood. 
They, indeed, understand that His “flesh” and “blood” are to be taken 
“figuratively.”

The phrase “filled with the Spirit” appears in the New Testament as well as 
“receive” or “received the Spirit.” If the Holy Spirit is said to dwell in 
everything because He is Deity and is omnipresent (everywhere at once), then 
that means He is in people of all kinds, including sinners. But then they argue 
that only Christians “receive” the Spirit and no one else does (cf. John 14:17), 
and that everyone who does not have the Spirit is lost (Romans 8:9). 

Therefore, while they feign ignorance regarding these words they demonstrate 
that they can understand “filled with the Spirit,” “receiving the Spirit,” 
and the “Spirit dwells in,” when they argue that the Spirit dwells in Christians,
not non-Christians. So they sometimes understand the difference between 
“inside” and “outside” when it fits their view. In fact they understand it so much 
that they invented the term “the indwelling” as a “special kind of “dwelling” – a 
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term of demarcation, if you will, between the converted (“indwelling” Spirit) and
the unconverted (No “Indwelling” Spirit). 

Of course, other brethren holding to the same view have, throughout the years, 
debated and argued for a “literal indwelling” – that the Spirit “literally” dwells 
within the Christian. In fact, to underscore their point they use the words, 
“really” and “actually” as well. Mac Deaver has so argued. 

It is rather amusing to see my brethren strain and squirm at the meaning of 
certain words when they are pressed. However, to feign ignorance at the 
meaning of some words, in order to avoid arguments, is rather deceitful. For 
instance, the Hebrews, without question, understood the meaning of “literal” or 
“literally.” Solomon wrote: “But will God INDEED dwell on the earth? 
Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How 
much less this temple which I have built” (1 Kings 8:27, emph, mine). The 
Hebrew word for “indeed” is, אמְמנָנם ם or “umnam,” which is pronounced “oom-
nawm,” meaning “literally.” The Greek word is κατοικήσει. If the Hebrews and 
Greeks understood, distinguishing between “literally” and “figuratively,” then 
anyone can, including those who advocate a “literal indwelling” … if they want 
to.  

Solomon knows God dwells in the temple, but also knows He does not “literally” 
dwell on the earth nor in His temple. While God cannot be contained, He cannot
literally dwell on the earth. Because of that, Solomon, by his rhetorical question, 
demonstrates that God cannot literally dwell in His temple either. Those of the 
first century understood this concept as well (Acts 7:48, 17:24). This means that 
at no time does God literally dwell in temples because He cannot at any time 
literally dwell on the earth. Of course, since human beings are on the earth, and 
God cannot literally dwell on the earth, then God cannot literally dwell in human
beings. 

Moreover, when we come across language such as “I have you in my heart” 
(Philippians 1:7), we understand Paul to speaking figuratively. The Philippians 
were not literally inside his literal heart. Or when the expression “in Christ” is 
found, we know that it is figurative because human flesh and blood cannot be 
literally inside a Spirit Being (Christ), and certainly cannot literally be in heaven 
where God and Christ are said to be. While human beings are literally on the 
earth, we are not and cannot be literally in heaven at the same time, especially 
since no one is in heaven at this time. John writes: “I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is” … “who was killed among 
you were Satan dwells” (Rev.2:13). From this we know that Satan did not 
“literally” dwell among them nor did Satan have a literal throne among them. He
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was not sitting in the center of the city where all eyes could see him. Obviously, 
then, this is figurative language describing Satan’s rule – he was ruling in their 
lives because of their sinful actions. 

The New Testament is replete with figurative language. To suggest that God is in 
us or that we are in God does not, necessarily, demand that God is literally in us 
or that we are literally in God. When Paul wrote, “I will dwell in them And 
walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people” (2
Cor.6:16), He does not mean God would literally dwell in them any more than he
means God would literally walk in them. We understand, therefore, that this is 
figurative language. However, when it comes to these terms as they relate to the 
Holy Spirit, it seems my brethren lose all logic and reason. More can be said on 
the topic of “indwelling” but this will suffice for now since we are not dealing 
with so much “indwelling” as we are with the work of the Holy Spirit – what the 
Spirit is said to do. 

Of course, Acts 2:38 seems to be the passage of controversy when discussing the 
topic of “indwelling”: 

“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

When one reads this passage they will realize that the word “dwells” 
(“indwelling”) is not found. In fact, grammatically, the phrase can mean “the gift
from the Holy Spirit,” meaning the Spirit is not the “gift” but the “gift” is 
something the Spirit gives. Even those advocating a literal indwelling recognize 
and cede that fact. 

The background of Acts 2:38 is the promise of Joel, which Peter quotes (Acts 
2:17-21). Both sides actually agree with this. However, the entire context of Acts 
is interspersed with a miraculous element (Acts 2:1-4, 17-20, 33). There are four 
observations to consider from this background:  
 
1. Joel promises miraculous ability OUT FROM My Spirit (Acts 2:17-18). The 

word “apo” literally means “out from” or “away from the source.” 
2. Acts 2:17-18 is Ablative Genitive, as well as 2:33, which is rendered, “having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has 
poured out from this which you now see and hear.” Acts 2:38-39 then
is Peter’s summary of his sermon preached from the text of Joel.

3. The Text of Joel (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21) concerns both miraculous gifts 
given to all kinds of folks and salvation. This is exactly what Peter preached 
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and Peter summarizes what he preached in Acts 2:38-39. 
4. The phrase “gift of the Holy Spirit” is found one other time in Acts 10:45. 

There it is a miraculous gift – speaking in tongues (10:46). 

Another consideration is how did the Jews understand the Holy Spirit? All we 
simply need to do is read the Old Testament Scriptures to find our answer to 
that question. Of the 233 times the word “spirit” is found in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, 164 refer to one’s mindset (attitude or disposition), not to the Person 
of the Holy Spirit.  For instance, the “spirit of fear” or “spirit of jealousy” 
are attitudes or dispositions.  Sometimes it may refer to the “spirit of man,” the 
“human spirit.” It can also refer to “wind” or “breath” as well. However, it should
be noted that when the word “spirit” of a particular context is identified as the 
Deity, the Holy Spirit, then it always refers to the miraculous associated with the 
Holy Spirit. This, then, becomes the primary meaning of “Spirit” in the Old 
Testament, referring to the miraculous associated with the nature of the Spirit, 
not to the Person of the Spirit. 

Consider the following examples: “And the “spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters” (Gen.1:2). Rather than a mere a reference to the 
Person of the Holy Spirit, this context demands to be understood as the 
miraculous associated with the nature of Holy Spirit – His power because the 
context concerns Creation; “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, 
for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty 
years” (6:3). This refers to inspiration – the Spirit working through inspired 
men like Enoch (Jude 14-15; cf. Gen.5:23-24) and Noah (2 Pet.2:5; cf. 1 Pet.3:19-
21). 

The Spirit would not strive forever with the Antediluvians spurning of His 
warnings through inspired preachers. God provided a one hundred and twenty 
year period to repent before His judgment (2 Pet.3:5-7). The context refers to the
miraculous (inspired preaching) associated with the Spirit, not to a mere 
reference to the Person of the Holy Spirit. 
Note the same with reference to the following passages: 

 “The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel” 
(Judg.3:10). Another reference to inspired teaching or prophecy 
associated with the nature of the Holy Spirit. 

 “And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he 
tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat”
(Judg.14:6). This refers to miraculous activity associated with the 
nature of the Holy Spirit.
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 “Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will 
prophesy with them and be turned into another man” 

Therefore, of the 233 references to “spirit” in the Old Testament, 164 refer to 
one’s mindset (attitude or disposition) or to “wind” or “breath.” The other 
remaining 69 references refer to the miraculous associated with the Holy Spirit 
– usually prophesying and other miraculous manifestations or activities of the 
“Spirit,” which the following demonstrate:   

Gen.1:2,  6:3,  41:38;  Ex.31:3,  35:31;  Num.11:17,  25,  26,  29,  24:2,  27:18;
Deut.34:9; Judg.3:10, 6:34, 11:29, 13:25, 14:6, 19, 15:14; 1 Sam.10:6, 10,
11:6,  16:13,  19:20,  23;  2  Sam.23:2;  1  Ki.18:12;  2  Ki.2:9,  15,  16;  1
Chron.12:18, 28:12; 2 Chron.15:1, 20:14, 24:20, Neh.9:20, 30; Job.26:13,
33:4;  Psa.51:11,  104:30,  106:33;  Isa.11:2,  30:1,  32:15,  34:16,  42:1,  44:3,
48:16, 59:19, 21, 61:1; Ezk.2:2, 3:12, 14, 24, 8:3, 11:1, 5, 24, 37:1, 14, 39:29,
43:5; Dan.4:8, 9, 18, 5:11, 14; Joel 2:28, 29; Mic.2:7, 3:8; Hag.2:5; Zech.
4:6, 6:8, 7:12, 12:10; Mal.2:15. 

From the above references, we can see that when the Holy Spirit (Deity) is 
identified within the context, then reference is made to miraculous power or 
activity from the “Spirit” (Deity). This the metonymical aspect the Old 
Testament Scriptures are stressing with the usage of “Spirit.” It is metonymy for 
the miraculous manifestations or work of the Spirit. 

Thus when the Jews identified the “spirit” of the context as being Deity, they 
would have understood that “Spirit” referred to the miraculous associated with 
the nature of Spirit, and not merely to the Person of the Spirit. They would have 
understood that when the “Spirit” is identified, the context was of a miraculous 
nature, because miraculous manifestations of the Spirit were inherently part of 
His work and nature. This is especially true within the context of Joel 2:28-32, 
which serves as the background for Acts 2 and the “gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Therefore, the Jews on the Day of Pentecost would have certainly understood 
that when Peter mentions the “Holy Spirit” he is discussing the miraculous 
associated with the “Spirit” and not the Person of the Holy Spirit. At the very 
beginning of Acts 2 we find the apostles being “baptized in the Holy Spirit,” that 
is, they were receiving miraculous power from the Spirit (2:1-4). Next we read of 
Joel’s promise of miraculous ability to both Jews and Gentiles, which would 
come “out from” the Holy Spirit (2:17-18), followed by the Jews seeing and 
hearing manifestations from the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (2:33). They did 
not see the Person of the Holy Spirit, but rather that which came “out from” the
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Holy Spirit – the miraculous manifestations of the Spirit in the form of a 
“sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind” or something similar 
to a tornado (2:2). 

Now, when Peter says, “Repent and let everyone of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (2:38), the Jews would NOT have 
understood the concept of an alleged non-miraculous personal (literal) 
indwelling of Deity in their flesh, that does nothing to or for them, but simply 
hibernates within them. 

On the contrary, the Jews would have immediately understood Peter to be 
speaking of the miraculous, especially since he quoted Joel, and because they 
would have naturally thought of the miraculous associated with nature of the 
Holy Spirit per their own Scriptures. Not to mention all of the miraculous 
activity that had occurred on that remarkable Day of Pentecost. There is nothing 
within the context of Acts 2 warranting a change from the miraculous to the –
non-miraculous. Joel does not speak of a non-miraculous indwelling of the 
Person of the Holy Spirit and neither does Peter. There is nothing in Peter’s 
sermon that indicates he went from quoting Joel’s promise of miraculous ability 
to people, then to some alleged non-miraculous reception of the Person of the 
Holy Spirit. That simply takes painstaking eisegesis to reach that conclusion.  

Moreover, there is no mention or hint of some personal (literal) residency of the 
Holy Spirit within human flesh – EVER! Peter doesn’t even mention the word 
“dwell.” The only way for one to understand “dwelling” from this context is to 
read it into it. In fact, there is nothing in the Old Testament, itself, about Deity 
ever personally (literally) dwelling in human flesh. That is simply the result of 
circular reasoning. I will never understand how my brethren ever got that idea 
from the context of Acts 2. It simply is not there. 

In the final analysis, however, if one understands that the Spirit is dwelling him 
in a personal (literal) manner that is fine with me. As long as we agree that the 
Spirit dwells, what really is the harm? However, were that same individual to 
then claim that since the Spirit literally indwells him, then the purpose of said 
“indwelling” is for the Spirit to provide him with supernatural strength to 
overcome sin; and supernatural power to understand Scripture, and to produce 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit, then there would be a fellowship problem. Why? 
Because the Scriptures do not teach such. 

Such a teaching denigrates, de-emphasizes, and substitutes God’s Word with 
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something more, or less, than what has been revealed. When that occurs, then 
the teaching is not only false, it fatally false – a soul damning doctrine. This is 
because of the repeated emphasis in the Bible with regard to the importance of, 
power of, and sufficiency of the divinely revealed Word (2 Pet. 1:3; 2 Tim. 3:16-
17; Rom. 1:16-17). The very first sin in the history of mankind began with a de-
emphasis upon the Word of God. The devil, in the form of the subtle serpent, 
first asked Eve, "Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden?’” (Gen. 3:1). Satan sought to put a doubt in her mind with regard 
to God’s clear command. Then he denied God’s Word, telling Eve, "You will 
not surely die” (Gen. 3:4). 

In similar fashion, Mac Deaver (and all who teach similarly) de-emphasizes the 
importance of God’s Word by teaching modern day revelation and/or 
illumination. Mac, himself, is on record saying the Holy Spirit gives him the very
words to speak from the pulpit.  This would substitute God’s Word with the 
teaching of men. This is robbing the Word of its God-given power. The author of 
Hebrews upheld the power of God’s Word: "For the word of God is living, 
and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even
to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and 
quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. 4:12). Paul 
declared the power of the gospel: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). Paul speaks of the all-
sufficiency of the gospel: "All scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Here we see that the Holy 
Spirit, Himself, says the Word of God makes a person thoroughly complete. 
Nothing else is needed since the person is made complete by the Word. An 
infusion of supernatural power by the Holy Spirit is certainly not needed, which 
from this passage, the Holy Spirit, Himself, implies. Peter likewise addressed the
all sufficiency of a knowledge of God’s Word to provide "all things that 
pertain to life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). Any doctrine that seeks to rob the 
Word of its power and authority is a fatal doctrine. It is at this precise point 
where “Deaverism” and the doctrine of a direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon
the Christian is indeed a fellowship issue. 

In this article we have addressed the matter of “indwelling.” Although it seems 
rather self-evident that the Scriptures teach a figurative “indwelling,” this should
not be made a test of fellowship. Whether the Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian 
literally or figuratively, the result is the same. The Spirit is taught to be 
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“dwelling.” Sadly, however, many who teach a literal “indwelling” leave the 
Scriptures by going onward teaching a direct and immediate work of the Spirit 
upon the Christian. This is the folly of “Deaverism.” Next time we will address 
proposition two.   

 End notes:  Deaver, Mac: Except One Be Born From Above. Biblical Notes Publications. 
Sheffield, Texas 79781. 2013. Preface – IV-V.  

We also want to invite you to watch the
40th  annual Bellview Lectures on the

false doctrine of Preterism. Please follow
this link to watch them all and learn.

Click Here to Watch
Or paste this link in your browser

http://graychurchofchrist.com/?page_id=125
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Travel directory of churches of Christ
Since we cannot attest to the soundness of any given assembly, we 
suggest you call ahead and speak with the Elders or Preacher. 

Remember: always make plans to worship God, even
on vacation, or just out-of-town for the weekend.

Alabama

Montevallo Church of Christ: 830 Vine St, Montevallo, AL. 35115 

Sunday Bible Class: 10 AM ***Morning Service: 11 AM***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday Bible Class: 
7 PM***No Website***Phone: 205.665.7579 ***Preacher: Ray Brunner; Scott Crawford; & John 
Hutchinson

East Huntsville church of Christ: 801 Humes Ave Huntsville, AL. 35801

Sunday Bible Study: 9:00 am***Sunday Worship: 10 am & 1 pm***Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 pm
Church Website Click Here***Phone: 256.534.4001***Preacher: Bill Cantrell 

Riverchase Church of Christ: 1868 Montgomery Hwy, Birmingham, AL 35244

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 AM***Morning Service: 8:30 & 10:30***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 205.988.5808***Preacher: Dewayne Spivey

Roebuck Parkway Church of Christ: 400 Roebuck Pkwy, Birmingham, AL 35206

Sunday Bible Class: 9 AM***Evening Service: 10 AM***Evening Service: 5 PM***Wednesday Bible Class: 7 
PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 205.833.1400***Preacher: Jason Moon

Austinville Church of Christ: 2833 Danville Rd. SW Decatur, AL 35603 

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 AM***Evening Service: 10:30 AM***Evening Service: 5:30 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone 256.353.4256***Preacher: Mark N. Posey 

Arkansas

Letona Church of Christ: P.O. box 141 Letona, Arkansas 72085

Sunday Bible Study: 10 am***Sunday Worship: 11 Am***Sunday Evening: 5 pm***Wednesday Bible Study:
6 pm***No Website***Phone: 501.230.1201***Preachers: Sid Scudder, Jack Meredith

Newton Street church of Christ: 412 Newton Street Paragould, AR. 72450

Sunday am Bible Study - 9:15***Sunday Morning Worship - 10:00***Sunday Evening Worship - 5:00
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Wednesday Bible Study – 6:30***No Website***Phone 870.378.5551***Preacher: Joshua Dement 

Connecticut

Tolland County Church Of Christ:  24 Hyde Ave (Rt.30)  P.O. Box 3201 Vernon, CT 06066 

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.***Morning Service: 10 A.M.*** Evening Service: 12:45 P.M.***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 P.M.***Church Website Click Here***Phone 860.810.9833***Preacher: Douglas Post

Florida

Bellview Church of Christ: 4850 Saufley Field Road Pensacola, Florida 32526

Sunday Bible Class  9:00 A.M.***Morning Service: 10:00 A.M.*** Evening Service: 6:00 P.M.***
Wednesday: Bible Class  7 P.M.***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 850.455.7595***Preacher: 
Michael Hatcher

Freeport Church of Christ: 17003 Highway 331 SouthPO Box 66 Freeport, Florida 32439

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:00 am*** Sunday Worship: 11am***Evening Service: 6pm***Wednesday Bible 
study: 7pm***No Website***Phone: 850.835.4640***Preacher: Eric Farrior 

College Avenue church of Christ: 337 DeFuniak Springs, FL. 32435
 
Sunday Bible Class: 9 am***Sunday Morning Worship 10 am*** Sunday Evening 6 pm***Wednesday Bible 
study 6 pm***Church Website Click Here***850-892-5384***Preacher:Robert Alexander

Midway church of Christ: 7226 Tamiami Tr. Sarasota Fl. 34243

Sunday: Bible Class: 9:30 A.M.***Morning Service: 10:30 A.M.***Evening Service: 6:00 P.M.***Tuesday: 
Ladies Class: 10:00 A.M.***Wednesday: Bible Class 7 P.M.***No Website at this time***Phone: 941-355-
6785***Preacher: Jack Pinckert Jr.

Georgia

Hartley Bridge Road church of Christ: 3465 Hartley Bridge Road, Macon, GA. 31216

Sunday Bible Class 10 AM***Sunday Worship 11 AM***Sunday Evening 6 PM*** Church Website Click   
Here  ***Phone: 478.781.1818***Preacher: Steve Waller

Kansas

Parsons church of Christ: 2900 Briggs Ave., Parsons, Kansas 67357

Sunday Bible Class: 9:45 AM***Morning Service: 10:45 AM***Evening Service: 6:00 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7:00 PM***No Website***Phone: 620-421-1497***Preacher: Cloyd “Ben” Frock, Jr.
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Kentucky

Mt Moriah church of Christ: 181 Mt. Moriah Rd. Dunmor KY 42339

Sunday Bible Study: 9 AM***Morning Service 10 AM***Evening Service:  6 PM***Wednesday Bible Study: 
6PM***No Website***Phone: 270.934.2007***Preacher: Rick Shutt 

Sturgis church of Christ: 801 N. Monroe St. Sturgis, KY 42459

Sunday Bible Class: 10:00 AM***Morning Service: 11:00 AM***Evening Service: 6:00 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 6:00 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone: (270) 333-4371***Preacher: Audie 
Cherry

Maine

Gray Church of Christ: 13 Liberty Ave, Gray Maine, 04039

Sunday Bible Class: 10 A.M.***Morning Service: 11 A.M.***Evening Service: 6 PM***Thursday Bible Class: 
6 P.M.*** church website click here***Phone: 207.299.0454***Preacher: James Miller

Michigan

Ridge Road Church of Christ: 1770 Ridge Road; Ypsilanti, MI 48198;

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.*** Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.***Evening Worship 6:00 
p.m.***Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 p.m.***Church Website Click Here***Phone 734-485-293
Preacher: Leonard J. Whit

Nebraska

Kearney church of Christ 1004 East 16th St. PO BOX 643 Kearney NE 68848 

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 a.m.*** Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.*** Wednesday Bible Class 7:00 p.m.
Church Website Click Here***Phone: 308.240.4622***Preacher:John Shafer

North Carolina

Eden church of Christ: 250 the boulevard, Eden NC 27288

Sunday Morning Bible class 9am***Sunday Worship 10am***No evening service***Thursday Bible class 
7pm***No Website***Phone: 276-340-2653***Preacher: James Oldfield 

Ohio

Wolf Creek church of Christ: Malta, OH (Rt. 78-West of town)

Sunday Morning Bible Class 9:45***Morning Worship, 10:30 AM***Evening Worship 7:00PM***
Wednesday Bible class 7:00PM***No Website***Phone: 740-962-3363***No regular preacher
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Tennessee

Sevierville Church of Christ: 208 Hicks Dr, Sevierville, TN 37862

Sunday Bible Class: 9 AM***Morning Service: 10 AM***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday Bible Study: 
7 PM***Church Wesite Click Here***Phone:  865.453.8009***Preacher: John Daniels

Cullom church of Christ: Hwy 84 & Collins Cove Rd, Livingston, TN 38570, 

Sunday Bible Study 9am***Worship 10 am***Sunday Evening 6pm***Wednesday Bible Study 6pm***
Chuech Website Click Here***No phone***William H. Sowder Sr. 

Central Church of Christ: 112 Hay Long Avenue Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 AM***Sunday  Worship: 10:30 AM***Sunday Evening: 6:00 AM***Wednesday 
Study: 6:30 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone Number: (931) 325-3040***Preacher: Danny 
Douglas

Texas

Oldham Lane Church of Christ: 5049 Oldham Lane, Abilene Texas,

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.***Morning Service: 10 A.M.***Evening Service: 6 P.M.***Wednesday Bible 
Class: 7 P.M.***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 325-695-0055***Preacher: Chris McCurley 

Northpoint Church of Christ: 4224 N. I-35, Denton, TX 76207 

Sunday Bible Class9:30 AM***Sunday Worship  10:30 AM***Sunday Evening 1:00 PM***Wedesday 
B.C./Worship 7:00 PM***Scripture Cache   www.thescripturecache.com***Church Website Click Here***
Phone: 940.387.1429***Preacher: Dub McClish

Central Church of Christ: 507 Park Ave. Weatherford, Texas 76086  

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 AM*** Sunday  Worship: 10:30 AM*** Wednesday Study: 4:30 PM***
No Website***Phone 817.304.3615***No formal preacher: David Calvert

Leonard church of Christ: 204 East Fannin St. Leonard, TX. 75452

Sunday AM B/S- 9:00-9:40***Sunday AM Worship- 9:45***Sunday PM Worship- 6:00***Wed. Bible 
study- 7:00***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 903.587.2229***Preacher: Bob Lewis 

We do allow you to print this off on your computer and give it
away, you may make as many copies as you wish as long as you

Never charge for it and Never make any changes to it. You may also
pass on this publication in its PDF format to anyone you like with

NO changes or Charge.
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Website Design and Hosting Click Here
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