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Voices from The Past 

Man Does Not Live By Bread Alone 

Jimmy Tuten 
Cape Coral, Florida  

 
 
Near Kentucky Lake a few years back, a thin, elderly man was cautiously pulling 
his bass boat behind a well-used pickup truck. Suddenly there appeared behind 
him one of Detroit's latest with a young driver eager to show its capabilities. The 
fishing rig was moving too slowly and holding up traffic. So in his frustration the 
young man zipped around in front of him and brought his car to a halt crosswise 
in the road. He then jerked the older driver out of the pickup, threw him to the 
pavement and proceeded to beat him in the face, using the old gentleman's own 
wrinkled fists with which to do it. He was sued and in court pleaded self-defense. 
As strange as it may seem, there is a moral to this story: Satan takes man's own 
natural instincts and perverts them, thus bringing his downfall. 

The Bible teaches that there are two forces at work in our society: one is the devil 
and the other the cause of Christ (Eph. 2:1-6). Even man is a dual being made up 
of an outward man and an inner being (2 Cor. 4:16). Because of his flesh man is 
a feeding animal and has a natural appetite for bread. The inward part of man is 
a higher life, the true self and is more than a being dependent upon bread. 
Because of this man needs more than physical bread to sustain him. He needs 
the Bread of Life (Jn. 6:33-35). Man can feed his soul on the Bread of Life while 
his body is fasting (Jn. 6:35,48). 

While hunger is not in itself an evil in the sense of being sinful, the satisfying of 
that perfectly innocent appetite in a manner unworthy of one seeking to please 
God can result in sin. There is a clear distinction between food which simply 
supplies bodily hunger and appetite, and the food which nourishes emotion, 
affection and cultures the conscience and the will. Satan knows full well that the 
nobler part of man is nourished by faith in the Word of God and that he who 
feeds the soul will feed the body also (Jn. 6:33). He seeks to subvert this 
principle with devices of his own. In his cunning craftiness he often bases his 
force and plants an attack in the form of temptations aimed at the weakness that 
lurks in the bodily appetite. Man is so gullible and easily deceived into thinking 
that happiness comes through indulgences of the flesh. 

One can see this form of temptation in the case of Jesus (Matt. 4:14). The whole 
point of the temptation of Christ lay in the suggestion and the solicitation of the 
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satisfying of a perfectly innocent appetite in a manner unworthy of the Son of 
God. But take note of the fact that Jesus could do what we wouldn't do. His 
action reminds us that we have no right always to do the thing for which we may 
have the resources of abundant might. For example, man says, “I have the right 
to do what I please with my money,” when in reality it is not what he likes that 
he can lawfully do with it, but what is right. He has the right only to do what is 
proper with his money. The same is true in other areas. How much happier the 
world would be if it thought more of what is ethical and less about what they 
think is their right. 

Satan appeals to the flesh of man, the outer man, while God appeals to the inner 
man, the spirit (1 Jn. 2:15-17; 2 Cor. 7: 1). While Satan uses perfectly innocent 
desires through which to destroy man (Eph. 4:14; 2 Cor. 4:2), God appeals to the 
heart. The reason for this is that when the inner man is nurtured and matured 
he will control and bring under subjection the outer man so that both his body 
and soul find acceptance with Jehovah. Look at it: “let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord” (2 
Cor. 7:1). Therefore, we are to love God with all our heart (Matt. 22:37), we are 
to believe in our heart (Rom. 10:10), we are to obey from the heart (Rom. 6:17), 
etc. Everything begins with the heart. When the nation's people have their hearts 
right with God, the nation will be at peace. Peace begins in the heart of each of 
us. 

When will man learn the deception of thinking that happiness comes from 
certain indulgences? When will we ever talk less about things that make us 
happy and more about obedience to God? True and lasting happiness cannot be 
had without entertaining God in our hearts. We cheat ourselves when we think 
we can have it without him. Without God enthroned in our hearts the happiness 
we think we have found is the same as that found by lowly animals. More 
succinctly, the pleasures of sin “are but for a season” (Heb. 11:25). “Not on bread 
alone shall a man live” (Matt. 4:4). Where is the strength of man apart from that 
supplied by the armor of God to stand in the “evil day” (Eph. 6:11)? Not even 
human wisdom can bring us into a right relationship with God (1 Cor. 1:19,21). 
Only the gospel of Christ can do that (Rom. 1:16-17). Because the gospel alone 
saves and sustains us the nation cannot be holy without it (Rom. 1:16-17). 
“Blessed are the pure in heart” (Matt. 5:8). 

 

Let us then feed our souls and rest in assurance that the fed soul will put into 
safe and wise regulation all feedings of the bodily appetite. The food of the 
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spiritual is spiritual, “for to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). The temptations of man can only be 
mastered by religious principle. With an “it is written” in our hearts and on our 
lips we overcome the forces of Satan in whatever form they take. Temptation is 
possible without sin. Until the will of man consents, sin is not committed (Jas. 
1:12-15). Likewise, until men consent to the principle of “not by bread alone,” 
will discipline exist in our society. Failure to accept this biblical fact can lead 
only to defeat. 

 

Oct. 1987 

 

 

Work and Worship week begins June 21st 

 

We are a group of Christians who desire to ensure that our New England 
Christian Camp, Gander Brook, continues to provide a place for wholesome 

recreation and spiritual growth for our families.  
Click Here To Learn More 

 

http://www.ganderbrook.org/
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Better Things 

 
Scott D. Crawford 
Clay, Alabama 
 
 
Isn’t the book of Hebrews wonderful? It seems the idea of better things winds 
through the entire letter – from Jesus who is better than the angels and obtains 
a better name (1:4), to Jesus’ blood that speaks better things than the blood of 
Abel (12:24). Near the middle of the epistle, the author makes this statement: 
 
“But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that 
accompany salvation, thought we speak in this manner” (Heb. 6:9).1 
 
So, what would one suppose the better things are that the writer is speaking 
about? The following may not be what everyone sees, but perhaps there’s a 
kernel of truth in the following thoughts. Consider: 
 
“ For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need 
milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled 
in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those 
who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil” (Heb. 5:12-14). 
 
Often when one verse is read it’s the surrounding verses that really highlight 
what the writer is trying to say. Reading the end of chapter five shows us that the 
writer thinks the Hebrews needed something better than they had; a better 
beginning. At a time when the Hebrews should have been teaching others, they 
turn out to need the fundamental lessons of the oracles of God taught to them 
again. Paul tells the Corinthians practically the same thing. By the time Paul 
ends up writing the first of those two letters, he points out that he fed them with 
milk, not solid food, and then reminds them they still aren’t ready for the meat 
(1 Cor. 3:2). What a sad state of affairs when after becoming a Christian some 
folks tend to stagnate, never moving past the milk phase and their growth 
becomes stunted. Too many people forget that Christians are supposed to “grow 
up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ” (Eph. 4:15). We can’t just sit 
back and believe there is nothing left to do as Christians. As the culmination of 
                                                 
1
 All Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version unless otherwise indicated. 
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the initial salvation process, baptism is the point where the very blood of Christ 
is contacted. Christians cannot, dare not, point to that event and say, “I am 
done; there is nothing left to do.” Christians move forward! 
 
 “ Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us 
go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of 
hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will 
do if God permits” (Heb. 6:1-3). 
 
The Hebrews seemed to have a fair handle of the fundamentals: repentance and 
faith, baptism, miraculous gifts, the resurrection and the final judgment; yet, it 
also seems they were missing something -- something that would have helped in 
their maturity. Who else had a similar problem? Of course it was the 
Corinthians; the problem child of the New Testament. Paul reminds them in 1 
Corinthians 14:20 that they should “not be children … but in understanding be 
mature.” Apparently there is a facet of religious practice that goes beyond the 
nuts and bolts, so to speak, and focuses on a better understanding. Jesus 
addresses that very problem with the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23:23; 
they were keeping the particulars of the Law but were ignoring the more 
important, the more spiritual, and the deeper understanding that accompanies 
true worship to God. It matters deeply that we “do church” correctly; and yet, to 
get everything correct, down to the smallest comma and colon, but without our 
heart in what we do, produces only empty ritual. Joshua showed wisdom when 
he told the Israelites to “incline your heart to the Lord God of Israel” (Josh. 
24:23). Back to the text: 
 
“ For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted 
the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to 
renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the 
Son of God, and put Him to an open shame” (Heb. 6:4-6). 
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If the writer wasn’t addressing the Hebrews directly as those that had fallen 
away, then surely he was speaking about people the Hebrews knew had fallen 
away. More than once in the Scriptures there’s the admonition to have a better 
outcome. Jesus tells us that “no one, having put his hand to the plow, looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). Paul marvels at the Galatians 
for being turned away so easily (Gal. 1:6, 7). Further along in Hebrews the 
writer, the Holy Spirit, says that we are “not of those who draw back to 
perdition, but of those that believe to the saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:39). There 
are those in the world today that believe once one is saved, one is always saved; 
yet, that doesn’t seem like what Paul thought. Paul viewed the Christian life as a 
race to be run (1 Cor. 9:24-27), as a life to be lived (Rom. 6:16), as a course to be 
completed (Phil. 3:12-14), and that no one had ever made it until the probation 
of life has been completed (2 Tim. 4:7)!2  
 
Why does all this matter: a better beginning, a better understanding, and a 
better outcome. Look what the writer of Hebrews tells us: 
 
“ For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister” (Heb. 6:10). 
 
Often one recalls the story of Cornelius, when the angel comes and says, “Your 
prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God” (Acts 19:4). 
When speaking about the good works of those that stood before the Lord in 
judgment, Jesus reminds us that “inasmuch as you did it to the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40). What we do in this life has 
consequences in the next; we are the seeds here of a flower that blooms in 
eternity.  
 
What a person does precedes them to the throne of God – a sobering thought, 
Yes? 
                                                 
2
 Coffman, James Burton. "Commentary on Philippians 3". "Coffman Commentaries on the Old and New Testament". 

<http://classic.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?book=php&chapter=003>. Abilene Christian University Press, Abilene, 

Texas, USA. 1983-1999.   
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Our Amazing Savior 

 
Cougan Collins 
Lone Grove, Oklahoma 
 
From time to time, we might find ourselves being discouraged, which is perfectly 
normal. However, as Christians, we have something that will allow us to lift our 
heads out of the dark cloud that surrounds us, because our God is an awesome 
God. God created us in His image, and He has always loved us. As you read 
through the Old Testament, you get a good sense of just how much God cared for 
His creation as He extended great mercy to us all. Asaph wrote: “My flesh and 
my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” 
(Psalm 73:26).1  
 
No matter what struggles Christians may be fighting, we must never forget that 
God is our strength and our portion forever. Of course, the greatest love that 
God has shown us can be seen in Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him.  10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life.  11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.” 
Let’s put this into perspective. What if our enemy started invading our country 
and was making good progress. They have killed thousands of our people, 
including some of our own family members. Since our enemy is not used to 
being in our country, let’s say that a disease that no longer affects us infects the 
majority of them, which will eventually kill them all. I know this next part is a 
stretch of the imagination, but let’s say that your son’s blood is the only blood 
capable of curing your enemy’s disease. There is a catch. The only way your 
enemy can be cured is by giving all of them a dose of your son’s blood, but this 
means he will have to be completely drained of his blood, which will kill him.  
Would you be willing to give up your son’s life for the sake of this vile enemy 
who has invaded us and has been killing our people? I think most people would 
say, “Absolutely not!” Why in the world would you want to cure your enemy who 
is attacking your country and killing your people?  
 
However, is this not what God did for us? Paul is telling us that though we were 
                                                 
1 All Bible quotations are taken from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated.
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full of sin and were enemies of God, our Father in heaven loved us so much that 
He was willing to give up His only begotten Son for us, knowing that the 
majority would never appreciate or take advantage of this great gift of grace.  
 
Though none of us are truly worthy of God’s grace, God gave it to us anyway. 
Jesus’ death on the cross has made it possible for all to be reconciled to God so 
that we can be saved. No wonder Paul tells us to rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. So, the next time you start struggling with life, remember what God 
did for you and what you have to look forward to. When you do this, it will 
certainly give you the strength and encouragement you need to raise your head 
high out of the dark cloud that surrounds you. I want to close with the words of 
David: “O LORD, You have searched me and known me.  2 You know my sitting 
down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off.  3 You 
comprehend my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with all my 
ways.  4 For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know 
it altogether.  5 You have hedged me behind and before, And laid Your hand 
upon me.  6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain 
it.  7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?  
8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You 
are there.  9 If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea,  10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall 
hold me.  11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the night shall 
be light about me;  12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the 
night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You.  13 For 
You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb.  14 I will 
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your 
works, And that my soul knows very well.  15 My frame was not hidden from 
You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth.  16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your 
book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were 
none of them.  17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great 
is the sum of them!  18 If I should count them, they would be more in number 
than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.  19 Oh, that You would slay 
the wicked, O God! Depart from me, therefore, you bloodthirsty men.  20 For 
they speak against You wickedly; Your enemies take Your name in vain.  21 Do I 
not hate them, O LORD, who hate You? And do I not loathe those who rise up 
against You?  22 I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies.  23 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties;  24 
And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting” 
(Psalm 139:1). 
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Does Culture Determine Truth? 

 
Pat McIntosh 
Instructor and Dean of Students, 
Brown Trail School of Preaching 
 
 
The religious, social and ethical division in the world is obvious to anyone 
honestly evaluating the culture in which we live. Equally as obvious is the fact 
that the use of different standards is the cause of such division. In the Lord’s 
church, change in worship practices and other areas continue. We have been 
realizing and attempting to deal with these changes for decades. These changes 
include the public role of women in worship and leadership, the rise of praise 
teams (men and women leading singing), the use of instrumental music in 
worship, errors regarding baptism in God’s plan to save, and a host of other 
issues. Solomon indicated long ago that “there is nothing new under the sun” 
(Eccl. 1:9).1 
 
A current trend introduces and allows practices based on cultural acceptance. In 
other words, a practice may be performed in one place, but not another, based 
simply on how culture views that practice. In this writer’s opinion, in many 
issues, that which is deemed acceptable passes the test of acceptability because 
of cultural practice, rather than allowing God’s word to determine whether or 
not something should be practiced. 
 
The online version of Merriam-Webster Dictionary provides the following as one 
of the definitions for culture: “The customary beliefs, social forms, and material 
traits of a racial, religious or social group; also, the characteristic features of 
everyday existence (as diversion or way of life) shared by people in a place or 
time.”2 Let us look at a few examples of those things that may be partaken of or 
practiced based on location or cultural situation. I proudly profess that I am a 
“southerner.” I like grits with my eggs (I like a little mayo with mine, but some 
prefer butter). Sweet tea is its own food group here. We are said to have a little 
more “laid back” lifestyle. We like our barbecue. We pronounce words differently 
(often dragging words out and adding more syllables just by the way we 
                                                 
1 All Bible quotations are taken from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated. 
2 Culture. (n.d.). Merriam-Webster, from http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/culture.
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pronounce our vowels). And, yes, “y’all” is a real word and is totally accepted in 
this culture.  
 
This is all well and good as it relates to purely secular matters. However, that is 
not the problem addressed here. A problem arises when we indicate that those 
things of a cultural nature supplant what God’s word reveals as an acceptable 
practice or doctrine. As an illustration of what I am attempting to communicate, 
I want to relate a few things that are culturally acceptable in Tanzania. If culture 
were the sole determining factor as to the viability of a practice or doctrine, 
notice what would be considered acceptable there: 
 

 It is acceptable for a man to know that his wife is capable of bearing him 
children before they marry. Therefore, premarital sex is defended on a 
cultural basis. 

 Polygamy is practiced and is culturally acceptable. It is not uncommon to 
set up a Bible study with a man with four or five wives. 

 The Massai tribe drinks cow’s blood mixed with milk as a religious 
practice. 

 Numerous groups, including the Massai, dance as a part of their 
“worship.” 

 It was discovered that, at one of our brotherhood schools of preaching, a 
student’s wife made an alcoholic drink called “pombe.” That practice was 
defended as culturally accepted if one didn’t drink it themselves. 
 

Robert Stapleton, director of the Brown Trail School of Preaching, once told this 
writer that, while working as a missionary there, he had a discussion with a 
“native.” This man was a Massai warrior who told Robert that if he would allow 
them to keep their wives and their alcohol, he could guarantee a full building 
every Sunday.  
 
Notice things that are becoming more culturally acceptable in this country. If 
culture is our guide, how long before these things are deemed acceptable? 
Gambling is on the increase. Not only are there more casinos, but the purchase 
of lottery tickets and raffle tickets are on the increase, even among members of 
churches of Christ. Unless on has been totally oblivious to news of recent 
months, the calls for gay marriage have greatly increased. Numerous states have 
amended laws to allow its practice. It has taken major strides to becoming 
culturally acceptable. As that is becoming culturally acceptable, what will our 
response be?  
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This writer acknowledges that some will say that such things are extreme 
illustrations and therefore ridiculous. However, let’s not be too hasty to rush to 
such a judgment. If the “cultural door” is opened (allowing practices because of 
cultural acceptability) where will it end? If handclapping during singing in 
worship or in response to something a preacher says is deemed acceptable 
because the culture, other considerations can be made based on that same 
supposed standard. 
 
What we must consider is that culture has never been allowed to supersede or 
trump God’s will as revealed in Scripture. Adam and Eve set a cultural precedent 
by wearing fig leaves after “discovering they were naked” (Gen. 3:7). That was 
not acceptable to God, and further instruction and provision resulted in more 
suitable attire. Numerous Scriptures show that it is God’s will, either delegated 
to Christ or penned through inspiration, which serves as the sole basis for the 
acceptability of a doctrine or practice. Jesus said that all authority had been 
given to Him (Mt. 28:18). Paul related that everything we do must be done based 
on such authority (Col. 3:17). The Bereans were more noble, or fair-minded, 
because they searched the Scriptures to ascertain if something was authoritative 
(Acts 17:11).  
 
What must our approach to such matters be? Again, we look to Scripture for the 
answer. John indicated that we must “test the spirits, to see if they are of God” (1 
Jn. 4:1). Paul instructed those in Thessalonica to “test all things” and to “hold 
fast to that which is good” (1 Thes. 5:21-22). In other words, anything and 
everything we do should pass the test of Scripture for its approval rather than 
using a man-made standard such as cultural acceptance.  
 
May we be those who search the Scriptures and operate on God’s authority on 
these and all matters. If we deem something to be an expedient, or a cultural 
situation, let’s be sure that the Scriptures authorize a practice before we engage 
in such things. This writer has long operated on a simple perspective: there is a 
way that can always be right and never wrong. May we be those who seriously 
consider such things, and determine that what is being done has God’s “stamp of 
approval,” regardless of what man deems acceptable.  
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Making Champions 

 
Archie R. Green 
Glenn Heights, Texas 
 
 
Following worship Sunday morning, I began to reflect on a conversation that 
had been carried on by our Young Adult Bible Class, which centered on the 
subject of inconsistency. You see, our class participants often get into a fairly 
“heated” discourse over the joys and ills of parenting and erratic teaching, and 
modeling seems to be at the base of it all.  
 
The majority of us are between the ages of 25 and 55, and have experienced 
parenthood at least once, and no matter what the beginning subject or lesson, it 
seems that we all ultimately “run headlong” into what we can do better, or 
differently, in reference to childrearing. It’s not that any of us have a supreme 
argument over the principal found in Proverbs 22:6. As a matter of fact, the 
surplus of information gleaned throughout the entire Bible allows us to be 
sufficient in God’s will for our lives and the lives of the ones that are in our keep 
(2 Peter 1:3). We are all in agreement that doctrine must be obeyed in order to 
be pleasing unto God and for our own personal salvation (1 Timothy 4:16), but 
the question is how to go about it? Here is where I would like to offer one 
integral item that affects the entire matter: constancy; it’s what makes the world 
go round.  
 
What we often notice from generation to generation is that variations are made 
in what the world deems as “nurturing,” and not always for the better 
(Deuteronomy 31:19-21). Take an example from the carnal world in the teaching 
styles that our parents delivered to us. A generation ago, when your dad taught 
you driving, or how to change the oil in the car, he would demonstrate not only 
the how, but also gave you the why. You see, it made a difference how things 
were accomplished. To be meticulous was caring.  When you did not do exactly 
as demonstrated, often there was a “POP” across the top of your head. This 
meant you needed to focus and concentrate. What about Mom, when she taught 
the girls how to cook? She would painstakingly give you more than enough 
reason as to when, where, how and why to prepare a loving meal for the entire 
family. She would make a soufflé and not even allow you to breathe for fear that 
it would “drop,” and the entire endeavor would have to start all over. She taught 
you how to cook with your ears, eyes, nose and the touch of your hand: details. 
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When we were young we were taught to color “between the lines”; now it is 
considered creative when our children scribble all over the place. How many 
times a day did you hear, “Money doesn’t grow on trees!” (Now it obviously 
does).  
 
A different age group saw these things as a means to ensure that precious 
possessions would not end up damaged or destroyed by carelessness, and many 
God fearing Christians have resolved that these are the guards that have 
continually held true within scripture (Titus 2:1-8), but times have changed, and 
many of these deficiencies have lapped over into the spiritual. Remember when 
you did not have to teach someone that they should have their own wife or their 
own husband (1 Corinthians 7:1-3)? “Sleeping around” meant we were headed 
off to camp. There was no such thing as a “little white lie”; it was taught that it 
was wrong anytime and for any reason. The “end did not justify the means” 
(Proverbs 12:22). Remember when God’s Plan of Salvation was clearly delivered 
to us as children, over and over again, so that we would understand that it is 
eternal and without flaw (Ephesians 1:4)? You could never walk out of worship 
without it having been explained why, “this do in remembrance of me” 

1 (Luke 22:19). It was taught that this is not just a “habit” we have, or just a 
“practice” of the church of Christ, but one that is mandated from Heaven and 
unavoidable towards salvation (Deuteronomy 29:24).  
 
Details, details and more details – and, perhaps, that’s just the problem: 
Possibly we just got tired of hearing and doing it over and over again. We just 
simply decided to give it to our kids. With no application, it just became useless 
information and ritual to them (Possibly with many of us, also). Maybe, just 
maybe, we have neglected being unswerving in our teaching (1 Corinthians 7:17), 
or maybe we have decided that God does not know best for our lives.  
 
As Bible students, have we ever taken into consideration the prayers and actions 
of Hannah (1 Samuel 1:10-11)? Shouldn’t we realize that the children we have are 
only “on loan,” and must be given back to God (1 Samuel 1:28)? What about the 
request made by Manoah, the father of Sampson, in Judges 13:8? “Then Manoah 
intreated the Lord, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst 
send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that 
shall be born.” The question he prompted is revealed in Judges 13:12: “Now let 
thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall we do 
unto him?” Are we that unwilling, as a generation, as a people of God, to delay in 
                                                 
1 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated.
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asking Him what He desires of us? If we only have our children for a short time, 
is there any more precious gift that we can give them other than the wisdom and 
fear of God? Our kids still need the specifics today.  
 
Our Father in heaven stands firm and consistent as an example to all (Hebrews 
13:8). He encourages us to rise above the standards of this world and become 
victorious in Christ (1 Corinthians15:57). Remember, God has no 
“grandchildren,” only joint heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). They are not our 
personal possessions. We should not treat them like cheap “bric-a-brac” that can 
so easily be replaced (Proverbs 20:7).  
 
I am reminded of a time when I was in West Texas working for Athletic Supply 
Warehouse. They sold CHAMPION brand gear. I loved their logo, and still feel 
that it is a valuable statement today for us all, and in all things:”It takes a little 
more to make a Champion!” The statement implied that in order to be better, 
you have to do better than what everyone else is willing to do. The world does 
not care about our children, and definitely will not subscribe to Biblical wisdoms 
(Proverbs 14:33). What about us? Are we willing to put out just a little bit more 
effort for what is right, and become like many of those honorable people that 
came before (Hebrews 11)? No matter what it takes – no matter what the 
sacrifice is – let’s commit to making ourselves Champions...And our kids, as well 
(Romans 8:37)! God Bless. 
 
 

Basic Bible Course 

 

Basic Bible Course – Ira Y. Rice, Jr. Each lesson has been reformatted. This 
reformatting will allow students to complete the course via the Internet or to 

download the files to a computer and use them as study guides.      
Click Here To Take The Course 

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1225
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Understanding What Is Expedient? (Part 3) 
 
Jim Miller 
Gray, Maine 
 

 

So what have we learned so far? We have established that we must have 
authority for the things we do in order for it to be pleasing God; that there are 
two types of authority (General and Specific). We have learned that anything we 
want to consider as expedient must be lawful, and that just because something is 
lawful doesn’t always make a thing expedient. We have pointed out that there is 
a difference in “expedients” and “requirements.” Lastly, we want to look at the 
difference between a true expedient and what man wants to call expedient, and 
show the proper and improper use of the word. 

 
First let us look again at what a proper expedient is. We are told to go preach the 
Gospel: “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature” (Mark 16:15).1 We are told to “GO,” but not how to “GO.” So, 
an expedient to this command would be walking, riding a horse, a bicycle, a car, 
etc. These things expedite going and preaching. They do not add to or take away 
from the command to “go.” 
 
Today there are those among us who misuse the meaning of expedient to justify 
things they want to add to worship, and things that the church may do, so we 
have to be careful not to allow this abuse to creep in among us. Let us take a 
simple example: We can all agree we are instructed to sing, “Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). An expedient to singing would be 
a song leader to assist in keeping our worship in order. Another expedient would 
be a song book so that those who may not know the words can participate in the 
singing, and so that everyone is singing the same song. There are, however, 
those who say that we want to clap or stomp or dance around for joy while 
singing, so they call these things expedient, because it expresses joy according to 
what they choose to believe. The fact is that there is no authority given in the 
pattern laid out in Scripture by God for these things to be lawful or acceptable. 
Some among us fail to realize that if God set a pattern, He has expressed exactly 
what He wants from us. To change this pattern is a sin. I will quote here, from 
                                                 
1 All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version unless otherwise indicated.
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the past, from a dear brother, Forest Moyer. In an article I read many years ago 
he stated the following: 

1. God’s teaching, whether to the individual or to the congregation, 
authorizes everything that is necessary to obedience to the command. For 
example, we realize that the command to baptize authorizes water in which 
to baptize. The command to assemble authorizes a place of assembly. The 
command to sing authorizes the words that we sing. 

2. May I suggest that there is no such thing as a ‘law of expediency?’ There 
are expedients because there is law. Where there is no law, there can be no 
expedients. 

a. The Bible is not ‘silent’ regarding the words of a song - it 
authorizes them whether written in a book or projected on a 
screen. The expedient is authorized by a Bible command. 

b. The Bible is not ‘silent’ regarding a place of assembly - it 
authorizes a place of assembly by the command to assemble and 
by the fact that early Christians assembled in ‘places.’ 

c. The Bible is not ‘silent’ regarding a congregation’s ‘means’ of giving 
aid to the saints in need. There are adequate examples of this in 
the practice of the early church. It is silent concerning another 
organization’s receiving contributions from churches to do this 
work for the churches. 

3. Thus, general authority includes the ways and means of obeying the 
command (understanding that these ways and means do not violate God’s 
order). 

We cannot use the idea of expediency in any area that violates an order of 
God. For example, we might reason that it is expedient in our society today 
for women to preach or lead in public prayer. They might be quite effective 
in doing so. Yet, such would violate an established order of God as stated 
in 1 Tim. 2:8-12. 

Friends, we must first make sure anything we want to do is authorized by 
Scripture. It is fast becoming clear that there are those among us who want to 
play fast and loose with the word of God. We, as the Christian soldiers of the 
world, must stand against them and demand the truth be taught and applied. I 
hope I have shed a bright light on this subject for you, and that you now have a 
better understanding of what an expedient is, and how it is to be applied. 
 
May God Bless you all. 
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Church of Christ Downtown Cedar Hill 
332 W. Cedar St. Cedar Hill TX 75104 

Invite All To Attend 

 
“God Still Cares”  

1 Peter 5:6-8 

 

June 4-Richard Stevens God still cares that He is known as the Creator…Gen 1:1 
 
June 11-Marvin Weir God still cares about mankind…2 Peter 3:9 
 
June 18-Ivie Powell God still cares that we obey (only) Him…1 John 5:3 
 
June 25-David Rectin God still cares that many teach false doctrine…Titus 1:9-11 
 
July 2-Robert Dodson God still cares WHEN we sin against Him…Isaiah 59:1-2 
 
July 9-Jim Laws God still cares about repentance…Acts 17:30 
 
July 16-David McElwain God still cares about forgiveness…Colossians 3:13 
 
July 23-Mike Bonner God still cares that we love one another…Ephesians 5:30-32 
 
July 30-Hubert Smith God still cares about marriage…1 Corinthians 7:1-2 
 
August 6-Mike Crosby God still cares that we worship Him AS HE DESIRES…John 4:21-24 
 
August 13-Willie Alvarenga God still cares about the Lord’s church…Matthew 16:18 
 
August 20-Bob Moss God still cares about baptism…1 Peter 3:21 
 
August 27-Bill Burke God still cares about our salvation…Romans 5:8 
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What is Truth? (Part 1) 
 

Robert Alexander 
DeFuniak Springs, Florida 
 
The most important question that has ever been, or that ever will be asked, is, 
“What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30; cf. 2:37). When men ask this 
question it certainly pleases God, because He desires the salvation of all 
mankind (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9), and it certainly demonstrates man’s concern 
for his soul and its place in eternity (cf. Matt. 16:26; Ecc. 12:13,14). However, 
God has made it clear that salvation is conditional. One such condition of 
salvation is found in First Timothy 2:4, in which Paul declares:  
 

a) God’s desire (“…all men to be saved…” 1), and;  
b) God’s condition (“…come unto the knowledge of the truth.”) 

 
In order to understand THE truth, it is imperative that all come to know what 
this truth is, because it is by this truth that Christ said that men are made free 
(Jn. 8:32).  Hence, we might consider as the second greatest question ever 
asked: “What is Truth?” (Jn. 18:38), because to answer the question about truth 
is to consider THE truth Paul talked about in First Timothy 2:4, which makes 
men “…wise unto salvation…” (2 Tim. 3:15), and to consider truth is to consider 
the answer to the greatest question man could, and can ever, ask. One cannot be 
saved from sin without first having knowledge of saving truth.  

 
Introduction to Truth (Examination of John 18). 
 
In John 18, Jesus, having been betrayed into the hands of the Jews and tried and 
convicted (unfairly) by the Jews, is brought before Pontius Pilate, who at the 
time was Roman Procurator of Judaea, to procure a sentence of death. Pilate, 
correctly ascertaining the true motive of the Jews, told them to “…judge him 
according to your law…” (v.31), to which these Jewish leaders responded by 
saying, “…it is unlawful for us to put any man to death…” (v.31).  This, in turn, 
led to a “Q and A” session, as it were, culminating with Christ’s words that affirm 
that His kingdom is spiritual (v.36), and was never intended to be a physical 
one. Pilate then follows up by asking Jesus once more (cf. v.33) if He was a king 
(v.37), to which Jesus affirmed with a “thou sayest” (v.37), which is equivalent to 
                                                 
1 All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version unless otherwise noted.
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our modern day “yes.”  Further, Jesus added, “To this end I was born, and for 
this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.”  The answer of Christ in this 
verse:  
 

1) Relates directly to His mission in coming to earth;  
2) Relates directly to God’s scheme of redemption—that system of     

faith (Jude 3; Rom. 16:25)—by which men are saved, and;  
3) Relates directly to the truth.  

 
It is after hearing these words that Pilate gave his response, which was one full 
of far reaching and eternal ramifications: “What is truth?” (v.38).  The question 
that is often asked regarding Pilate is this: “Was he sincere in asking, or was he 
asking in a skeptical, or even indifferent manner?” Some commentators say he 
was genuine, while others say he was skeptical or indifferent. It is this scribe’s 
conviction that Pilate did not genuinely care about truth in his asking of the 
question. BUT, no matter the attitude in which Pilate posed the question — 
sincerely or indifferently — the answer to his question stared him right in the 
face (cf. Jn. 14:6). Further, whether the question was asked sincerely or not, 
these words still hold staggering ramifications for men today, and are vitally 
important for all to consider, since it is knowledge of the truth which produces 
faith necessary to please God (cf. Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6), and thus be saved (1 
Tim. 2:4). Thus, all men must consider the answer to the question seriously and 
honestly, “What is truth?” 
 
However, in considering the question, men answer it in a variety of ways. Some 
believe that truth is whatever one wants it to be; that is, truth is relative 
(Relativism). To others truth does not exist because there are no absolutes 
(Atheism). Still others believe that we cannot know truth, or we cannot be sure if 
truth can be known (Agnosticism). Then others believe that all views of truth are 
correct (Pluralism).  
 
These same views of truth have carried over into the religious world as a whole, 
and sadly, there are members of the precious bride of Christ — the church – who 
have swallowed these views “hook, line and sinker.” Relativism has reared its 
“ugly head” in religion, with its claims that truth is not absolute, nor is it 
objective, but rather it is subjective; that is, truth is whatever one would have it 
to be, or that it can change.  Further still is the idea that some have even 
espoused the lie that “truth is not attainable,” which is outright Agnosticism, and 
even a form of Atheistic thinking. The consequences of such views are seen in 
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the plethora of churches which exist today, with their various “plans of 
salvations,” which are not compatible to Biblical truths, but are worldly and 
ungodly.  
 
The aforementioned consequences are the result of men willing to accept 
“anything” and “everything” as truth, rather than THE truth of God’s word. Such 
individuals are described thusly: “For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3,4). “And with all the 
deceiveableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 
Thess. 2:10-12).  These texts teach the following principles:  
 

1) Truth can be rejected (and is rejected); 
2) Truth can be hated (and is hated); 
3) Truth can be perverted (and is perverted by error); 
4) God will allow men (through their personal choices) to believe lies  

– He will not circumvent man’s free moral agency; 
5) Failing to accept and believe the truth will cause one to be lost  

eternally.  
 
Understanding the problem, let us ask: What can be done? The answers are 
simple:  
 

1) Man needs to “fix” his attitude towards and regarding truth, and; 
2) Man needs to be taught, and therefore learn, the nature of truth.   

 
This is what I propose to do in this series of articles regarding the question, 
“What is truth?” In following articles, the nature of truth will be set forth by way 
of:  
 

1) Definition;  
2) Declaration—that it has been and is manifested to mankind;  
3) Design, and;  
4) Distinction.  
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The objective in this series of articles is to demonstrate that all can know the 
truth; that all can obey the truth, and; that all can live in accordance to the 
truth, if they so choose.  Consequently, it will therefore be demonstrated that 
truth is absolute and cannot be changed, and that this truth is manifested 
through the authoritative written word of God (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1:3).  
 

 

LG Ministry is a new video production work that is overseen by the elders of the Lone 
Grove Church of Christ. Cougan Collins is the speaker/producer of this work. We already 
have over 100 full sermons and 60 devotionals to offer at this time. They can be seen 
online at http://www.lgchurchofchrist.com/videos.html or you can catch them on GBN 
on Fridays at 5:30 pm. central and M - F 12:30 pm.  

Here you will find video lessons from the Bible by Cougan Collins. 

   LG Ministry Video Center      www.lgchurchofchrist.com 
 

 

 
e-Sword is feature rich and user friendly. This combination is what I pursued, so there 

were decisions I had to make when implementing features. If a feature became too 
complicated, I abandoned it to keep things simple. The $500.00 software might be 
able to do more, but does the average user know how to take advantage of it? No! 

Below are features that make studying God's Word enjoyable and enriching. 

 
 

Get E-Sword  Click Here 
 
 

http://www.lgchurchofchrist.com/videos.html#_blank
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgchurchofchrist.com%2Fvideos.html&h=YAQGBQLKhAQGYi9UKLWwm0_nq0xlPwr88nEBnI4DxYnHpRA&s=1#_blank
http://www.lgchurchofchrist.com/
http://www.e-sword.net/
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Some “Hard” Questions from Leviticus  
(Part 3) 

 
Devin Dean 
Corner, Alabama 
 
What is the Scapegoat (Lev. 16:8)? 
 

It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these (Heb. 9:23 – 
emphasis mine, DWD).1 

 
Leviticus 16 records the instructions concerning the Day of Atonement – the 
yearly “covering” of sins (Lev. 16:29-30) until such time as the offering and 
atonement of Christ, once “…to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 
9:26). The issue in this question seems to be the use of the term Azazel (as found 
in the ASV). Barnes notes concerning this term, “Azazel is the pre-Mosaic name 
of an evil personal being placed in opposition to Yahweh.”2 Commentators have 
many opinions on this term as seen in the following: 

 
Commentators have differed widely in their opinions about the 
character and purpose of this part of the ceremonial; some 
considering the word “Azazel,” with the Septuagint and our 
translators, to mean, “the scapegoat”; others, “a lofty, precipitous 
rock” [Bochart]; others, “a thing separated to God” [Ewald, 
Tholuck]; while others think it designates Satan [Gesenius, 
Hengstenberg].3 

 
Compounding the confusion around this term is the fact that the term Azazel 
occurs only three times in the Scriptures – Leviticus 16:8, 10, and 26.4 It is 
imperative then that we use only Leviticus 16 and those passages within the 
Scriptures that comment to us from God on Leviticus 16 to understand the term 
“scapegoat.” 
                                                 
1
 All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version unless otherwise indicated. 

2
 Albert Barnes, Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Taken from e-Sword computer program. 

3
 Robert Jamieson, A.R. Fausset and David Brown, A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments,  

Taken from e-Sword computer program. 
4
 M.G. Easton, Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Taken from e-Sword computer program. 
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The Two Goats: A Type of Christ 

 
This material is taken in a grateful manner from the book Types and Shadows, 
by W. Gaddys Roy. The following eight points are set forth concerning the two 
goats: 
 

1. GOAT TO BE SACRIFICED, DECIDED BY LOT THUS 
CONSIDERED THE CHOICE OF GOD (Lev. 16:7-10) 

2. THE BLOOD OF THE GOAT WAS SPRINKLED ON MERCY-
SEAT FOR ATONEMENT OF SINS OF THE PEOPLE (Lev. 16:15, 
16) 

3. NO MAN WAS TO IN TENT OF MEETING. HIGH PRIEST 
WENT IN WITH THE BLOOD TO MAKE ATONEMENT (Lev. 
16:17) 

4. PRIEST SPRINKLED BLOOD WITH FINGER SEVEN TIMES 
(NUMBER SIGNIFYING COMPLETENESS) FOR CLEANSING 
OF ISRAEL (Lev. 16:19) 

5. OVER HEAD OF LIVE GOAT, SINS OF PEOPLE WERE 
CONFESSED (Lev. 16:20-22) 

6. PRIEST LAYING BOTH HANDS ON HEAD OF SCAPEGOAT 
AND CONFESSING SINS OF THE PEOPLE SHOWED FAITH 
AND CONFIDENCE (Lev. 16:20-22) 

7. THIS WAS DONE ONCE A YEAR (Lev. 16:31; Heb. 10:1-4) 
8. THE TWO GOATS WERE ISRAEL’S SUBSTITUTE5 
 

The following eight points concerning Christ are offered and provided for a 
comparison and contrast of the type to the antitype. 
 

1. JESUS CHOICE OF GOD FOR A SACRIFICE FOR SIN (Jn. 3:16; 
Rom. 6:23; Acts 2:23) 

2. JESUS MADE ATONEMENT WITH HIS BLOOD (I Pet. 1:18, 19; 
Heb. 9:12; Rom. 5:9-11; Matt. 26:28) 

3. JESUS MADE ATONEMENT WITH HIS BLOOD BEFORE 
CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED (Mk. 9:1; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4) 

4. JESUS MADE COMPLETE ATONEMENT FOR US (Heb. 10:9, 
10) 

5. JESUS HAS BORNE OUR SINS (Isa. 53:4-6; Matt. 27:46; II Cor. 
5:21) 

                                                 
5
 W. Gaddys Roy, Types and Shadows, (Deatsville, AL: W. Gaddys Roy, 1992), p. 85. 
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6. WE MUST HAVE IMPLICIT FAITH THAT THROUGH 
SACRIFICE OF JESUS ALL OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN FAITH 
AND OBEDIENCE (Mk. 16:16; Rom. 6:16-18; Heb. 5:9; Rev. 
22:14) 

7. JESUS MADE ONE ETERNAL SACRIFICE FOR US (Heb. 10:10) 
8. JESUS IS THE CHRISTIAN’S SUBSTITUTE (Jn. 10:17; Rom. 

6:23; Gal. 2:20)6 
 
What Then is the Scapegoat? 
 
The scapegoat was representative (a type), in conjunction with the slain goat, of 
that perfect sacrifice that only Christ (the antitype) could make in completeness. 
Notice how the two goats (and the high priest) correlate to Christ and His 
sacrifice: the high priest was to present the sacrifice to the Lord – Christ as the 
High Priest presented Himself; the one to be slain was offered – Christ was 
crucified on the cross, by His own choice (John 10:17-18); the live goat had the 
people’s sin confessed over its head by the high priest – the High Priest 
confessed (Luke 23:34) for the people; the scapegoat was sent into the 
wilderness – Christ was forsaken and sent to paradise apart from God (Mat. 
27:46; Mark 15:34; Luke 23:43). 
 
Christ is still the only one capable of carrying out the needed function of both 
offering blood (the slain goat) and removing sin (the scapegoat) in true 
perfection by His resurrection and ascension into heaven to present His own 
blood as atonement for our sins (John 10:17-18; Heb. 9:14, 26). 
 

Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always 
into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into 
the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without 
blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: 
(Heb. 9:6-7). 
 
Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered 
both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the 
service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; (Heb. 9:9). 
 
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 

                                                 
6
 W. Gaddys Roy, Types and Shadows, (Deatsville, AL: W. Gaddys Roy, 1992), p. 86. 
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ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
(Heb 9:12-14). 
 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me (Gal. 
2:20). 

 
Which Day was the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29-30; 23:27-32)? 
 
The clear indication from both passages is that the Day of Atonement fell on the 
tenth day of the seventh month of the Jewish calendar (Lev. 16:29; 23:27). The 
question at hand seems to come from verse 32 of the 27th chapter of Leviticus 
where it states: “…in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto 
even….” Is the Day of Atonement the ninth day or as Leviticus 16:29 and 23:27 
indicate, the tenth day?  
 
The answer to this confusion lies in a proper understanding of Jewish time 
telling. For the Jews the measurement of time was in the day and lunar month. 

The term “day” (Hebrew yo m) is first found, and in fact the Jewish concept of 

the day falls into agreement with, in Genesis 1. In this grand chapter of creation 
God uses the phrase “the evening and the morning were the … day” (Gen. 1:5, 8, 
13, 19, 23, 31). So, in the beginning of time God counted the day from sunset to 
sunset. The Jewish concept of the day was based on this same principle. The 
Jewish day started at sunset and continued until the next sunset.7 

 
This leads us to the conclusion that Leviticus 23:32 indicates that the day of 
atonement was to begin at sunset (end) of the ninth day (the equivalent of our 
“midnight” – to which day does “midnight” belong?), which is the start of the 
tenth day, and lasted until sunset of the tenth day (the end of the tenth day and 
beginning of the eleventh day). As such it is evident that the Day of Atonement 
was the tenth day of the seventh month. 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
7
 International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (ISBE), Taken from e-Sword computer program. 
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Baptism: Is It Necessary for Salvation? 

 
Tim Bench 
Abilene, Texas 
 
In recent weeks, I have been involved in several friendly debates (discussions) 
with a denominational friend, whom I have had for over 30 years, on a topic that 
most Christians, given enough time, will likewise find themselves having: “Is 
Baptism a requirement for salvation?” My friend argues that “baptism is 
certainly a good thing, but we are saved, and THEN baptized,” which is followed 
by the common refrain, “We cannot save ourselves via works.” This is a stance 
that seems to be growing in popularity across our modern culture. Are these 
types of arguments valid? The purpose of this brief article is to analyze specifics 
on what the New Testament has to tell us about this topic, and hopefully educate 
and prepare ourselves for the inevitable day when we are forced to encounter 
attitudes similar to that of my friend.  
 
The question we will attempt to address is simply this: “Is Baptism a necessity 
for salvation?” In future issues, my intention is to discuss and analyze additional 
baptism related topics, such as immersion verses sprinkling, baptism of infants, 
etc., but the focus of this particular discussion is about the necessity of baptism, 
or lack thereof, in regard to eternal salvation.  
We will start with Mark 16:16, a verse avoided by many, and argued, and even 
denied, by others:  
 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.”1  

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned” (NIV).  

“He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who 
has disbelieved shall be condemned” (NASB).   

 
This seems to be as direct, simple, and understandable as any verse in the Bible 
could be; belief, followed by baptism, results in salvation, while a lack of belief 
would make every other facet of a Christian’s salvation irrelevant – a dead issue. 
Note not only the command of this verse, but also the order that Christians are 
to follow.  This verse, regardless of the translation one uses, does NOT say “a 
person is saved, and THEN baptized,” nor does any other verse in the New 
                                                 
1 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated.
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Testament. Baptism precedes salvation, not vice versa.  
 
Let us move next to Matthew 28:18-19; these words are attributed to Jesus 
Christ, Himself: “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost…” Here, in the midst of “The Great Commission,” Jesus instructs his 
followers to spread the word of the Gospel, to baptize, and then how to properly 
baptize. These are the words of Christ, as stated earlier, and it seems difficult to 
fathom why supposed “followers” of Christ would deny, ignore, or object to such 
clear and unambiguous wording. Acts 10:48 reads simply: “And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord…” Acts 22:16 famously reads: “And 
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord.” Romans 6:3-7 tells us: “Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.” First 
Peter 3:21 reads: “Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the 
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ…” New Testament verse after New 
Testament verse echoes the imperative, and non-optional, need of baptism for 
salvation; yet, akin to a horse wearing blinders, many simply refuse to accept or 
acknowledge this indisputable Biblical fact, and attempts to do so make the New 
Testament writers, the apostles, and even Jesus Christ, Himself, liars, at worst, 
and wrong, at best.  
 
Acts 2:38 is often cited as support for baptism, and it certainly is, but the 
preceding verse 37 needs to be included, as well. The believing Jews ask the 
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Note that merely “accepting” 
Jesus as “one’s personal Savior” is NOT the reply, and neither is simply “asking 
Jesus to come into one’s heart,” which are both popular and trite sayings today. 
Peter responds to the query with, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins…” 
Matthew 3:13-17 provides us perhaps our strongest rationale for baptism, which 
was the perfect example of the Savior of all mankind, Jesus, who approaches 
John the Baptist, requesting baptism: “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to 
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Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said 
unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo 
a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” Jesus had not sinned in any way, nor would He throughout his 
lifetime, and would thus have no need for baptism for “remission of sins,” so 
why would Jesus, our perfect example to follow, engage in an action which 
pleased God, yet would be OPTIONAL for us today? 
 
Does this mean that baptism, in and of itself, is ALL that is required for 
salvation? Absolutely not. First and foremost, man can never EARN his way into 
heaven, for all of us have sinned and fallen short of the perfection of God (Rom. 
3:23), and thus grace becomes an absolute necessity for the salvation of each and 
every one of us. Does this mean that since I can never “earn” my way to 
salvation, that I should do NOTHING, including being baptized? Again, 
absolutely not. Baptism is one facet, albeit an indispensable one, of the salvation 
of mankind. We are to hear the word (Rom. 10:17); we are to believe the word 
(Acts 8:37; Mark 16:16); we are to repent of our sins (Luke 13:3-5; Acts 2:38); we 
are to confess our sins (Acts 8:36-37); and, as we have seen repeatedly, we are to 
be baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19), INTO Jesus 
Christ (Romans 6:1-4). Baptism does not serve as the final act of obedience. 
Christians are required and expected to remain devoted, dutiful, and dedicated 
to Jesus Christ after their baptism, and to continue their walk for the remainder 
of their lives.  
 
The Scriptures make it abundantly clear that baptism is not optional. Simply 
“accepting Jesus into one’s heart” for salvation, for example, appears nowhere in 
Scripture, as does the repeated commands and instructions to be baptized. 
Baptism is an action reserved for, and acted upon, by penitent, obedient 
believers in Jesus, and it is through baptism, combined with faith, grace, and the 
Christian life of servitude, that we truly become children of God. It is my sincere 
hope and prayer that readers of this brief article will see the vast importance of 
this commanded act, and will open their hearts and minds to the Biblical 
viewpoint of this topic.  
 
If you truly desire to be a Christian, baptism is not optional. Have YOU been 
baptized? If not, what are you waiting for? 
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Insights from the church in Galatia (Part 2) 

 

Logan Summers 
Midland, Texas 
 
Positive Characteristics of the Church in Galatia. 
 
The church in Galatia Understood the Gospel. 
 
Paul’s astonishment of the Galatians turning away came partly because of how 
well they originally understood the Gospel (Gal. 3:1). The wonderful thing about 
the church in Galatia was that they were the church! Had they not understood 
the Gospel, they could never have become Christians, as faith is a prerequisite to 
becoming a Christian (Heb. 11:6; cf. Jn. 1:12). Their obedience began in the 
Spirit (Gal. 3:3). Having heard the pure, undefiled Gospel in simple clear-cut 
language, the Galatians were able to respond accordingly. Further proof of this is 
that they had become “known by God” (Gal. 4:9)1, indicating acceptance by Him. 
So thankful had they been for Paul’s teaching the truth that they would have 
given their own eyes to Paul (Gal. 4:15). 
 
The church in Galatia Had Opportunity for Growth. 
 
On May 22, 2011, the Des Plaines Church of Christ in Des Plaines, Illinois, closed 
her building’s doors for the last time after their services. Due to a lack of funds 
and a lack of members, the few brethren there have dispersed themselves to 
other congregations around northern Illinois. Various elderships and men who 
are leading congregations have come to the conclusion that such and such 
congregation has reached their limit. Perhaps in times past the congregation had 
more members and more opportunity for growth, but now everyone is dying out, 
the congregation is not growing, and supposedly, nothing can be done. Again 
Paul differs with the current attitude of many people. Paul told the Galatians to 
use the liberty which they have in Christ as an opportunity for service (Gal. 
5:13)! Hard circumstances for many is an excuse to give up, find something 
easier, or just live in the same rut that has been lived in for years. The Galatians 
had been stunted in their spiritual development by false doctrine. Paul corrected 
this error and admonished the Galatians to persevere in Christian liberty (Gal. 
5:1). Yet Paul pointed out that this liberty in Christ cannot be used for the flesh 
(Gal. 5:19-21), but can and must be used through love to serve one another (Gal. 
                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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5:13) and to produce the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). This is growth! The 
Galatian church had the opportunity to develop spiritually if they walk by the 
Spirit and not by the flesh. Galatians 6:9 holds great encouragement for walking 
by the Spirit: “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season 
we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” 
 
Valuable Lessons for Today from the Galatian Church. 
 
There is only one Gospel. 
 
As with so many today, the Galatian church attempted to be justified by 
something other than the Gospel of Christ. The claim was that the Gospel of 
Christ includes circumcision. The claim now is that all that is needed is to 
believe in Jesus (obedience/works not necessary). Is just believing in Christ all 
that it takes to be justified by faith? Of course not! To be justified by faith is to 
trust in God to do what He says He will do and respond accordingly to that trust! 
The Bible teaches that those who are obedient to Christ in ALL things will be 
saved (Col. 3:17; Heb. 5:9). To believe that Christ will save you only by one’s own 
believing in Christ is comparable to believing that a man will give birth. Men 
cannot give birth and everyone knows that. No rational person believes that men 
can give birth because men cannot give birth. To trust Christ to save without 
obedience is to trust that Christ will do something that He will not do (and 
cannot do according to His nature). The fact remains clear today that there is no 
other gospel than the Gospel of Christ. To create a different gospel makes the 
entire purpose of Christ void (Gal. 5:2). 
 
A Little Leaven Leavens the Whole Lump (Gal. 5:9) 
 
Although there may not have been many at first who taught the false gospel of 
the Judaizing teachers, the false doctrine would grow if left unchecked. What 
even one man does can affect an entire congregation, nation, or more (consider 
Jeroboam [1 Kgs. 14:16])). Just a small amount of false doctrine is all that is 
needed to spread like cancer through the body of Christ. Elders, preachers, and 
teachers today need to make sure that what is being taught in the congregation is 
the Word of God! If Paul can know what some congregations are teaching in 
areas that are very far away from him, why do many leaders in congregations not 
know what is being taught down the hall? Keep the leaven of false teachers and 
false doctrine out by actively making sure that what is being taught is truth. 
 
 



  The Keys Of The Kingdom 35 

The Church in Galatia Still had Hope. 
 
Some people will not believe the Word of God. Many will not repent. Christ gave 
an admonition to His followers while still on earth, “And whoever will not 
receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, 
shake off the dust from your feet” (Mt. 10:14). Paul would do this very thing in 
Acts 13:51. The Hebrews writer explains that some Christians, who have fallen 
away, will not repent (Heb. 6:4-6). Paul did not do this to the Galatian church. 
The fact that Paul wrote to the Galatians implies that not all hope for their souls 
was lost. Galatians 5:10 reads, “I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you 
will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, 
whoever he is.” Paul had a confidence in the Galatian church that they would 
turn away from the false doctrine of the Judaizers and turn back to Christ. With 
so many congregations today falling away, there exists the idea in some minds 
that one must disfellowship once the falling away begins. However, all can learn 
from Paul and His attitude that not all hope is necessarily lost when a 
congregation begins to drift away from the truth. Further, all can take action to 
rebuke and exhort WITH LOVE (Rev. 3:19; 2 Tim. 4:2; Eph. 4:15; Gal. 6:1). 
Disfellowship is sometimes a necessary action, but other actions need to be 
taken before it. Learn from Paul and how he dealt with the Galatians who were 
falling away but had a chance to come back. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The church in Galatia had a major problem dealing swiftly, lovingly, and 
authoritatively. Let all learn from the errors of the church in Galatia not to 
repeat the mistakes of history. Let all learn from the blessings of the church in 
Galatia toward further development. Let us all through love serve one another 
(Gal. 5:13). Galatians 5:6 summarizes this letter quite well: “For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working 
through love.” 
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The “Question” of Human Morality 

 
Cloyd B. Frock, Jr. 
Parsons, Kansas 
 
 
Where We’ve Been; Where We’re Going. 
 
In my first article of this series (April, 2014), I concluded with a question: “If 
there is adequate evidence that God created all things in the heavens and on the 
earth, then why are so many people determined to continue arguing to the 
contrary?”  I answered the question this way: “If [the god of atheism – rocks 
and dirt] is the author of all life, including mankind, then who cares how one 
lives?  Live anyway you like, because there is no objective standard of morality 
that originates from rocks and dirt.  If, on the other hand, the God of our Bible 
is the author of everything (and He is), and if He has revealed to mankind an 
objective standard of morality by which to operate within the universe, 
transcending every standard of morality that man, or a society of men, might 
devise (and He has), then all mankind, everywhere, is subject to the authority 
of God, and to His objective standard of morality.” 
 
In my second article (May, 2014), I put forth all the evidence necessary to prove 
that the God of our Bible is that one, true God, and I promised that this month I 
would “tackle” the question of human morality, and the Atheist argument that 
implies, “If humanity originated from dead, lifeless, matter, then it necessarily 
follows that human morality originated from dead, lifeless, matter.” 
 
The Moral Value of Rocks and Humans. 
 
An interesting thing about rocks and dirt (and, to ensure all our bases are 
covered, “primordial sludge” as well) is that they really don’t care. They don’t 
care if you get robbed and murdered. They don’t care if your house burns down 
and you lose all of your possessions. They don’t care if you lose your job, or if 
you are homeless, or if you are starving. Face it: rocks, dirt and “primordial 
sludge” are just cold, uncaring and unfeeling!  They have no moral or ethical 
value whatsoever, and no matter how long you may try to instill such values in 
them, they will never hold to anything more than “neutrality.” 
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On the other hand, human beings seem to care about stuff.  If we hear about 
somebody getting robbed and murdered, we feel distressed over the news. If we 
hear that someone’s house burned down, and that he lost all of his possessions, 
we sympathize and reach out to him in kindness and concern.  If we know 
somebody who has lost his job, is homeless, or is starving, we take him in, feed 
him, and try to help him “get back on his feet.” Yes, in this regard, there certainly 
seems to be a great difference between rocks and humans – the difference is that 
morality exists ONLY in the mind of a human being; and, science is 
confirming that to be true! 
 
What Scientists Have “Discovered.” 
 
Earlier this year, scientists from Oxford University “discovered” a new part of 
the human brain, which they’ve called the “lateral frontal pole.” They noted that 
this center of the brain is “unique to humans,” and is designed to “identify 
whether [we] have made bad decisions.”1  
 
It may be newly discovered to scientists, but not to God. In Romans 2:15-16, the 
apostle Paul wrote that our conscience bears witness between ourselves and our 
thoughts, “accusing or else excusing”2 us, and in First Timothy 4:1-2, and in 
Titus 1:15, Paul wrote that an improperly trained conscience could become 
“seared” and “defiled.” In other words, the Bible teaches us that we must 
properly program our conscience to successfully navigate this world, and it is 
with God’s objective standard of morality that we may do just that. The Psalmist 
put it this way: “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin 
against You!” (Psalm 119:11). 
 
Subjective Morality vs. Objective Morality. 
 
The Oxford scientists have proven that human beings have the capacity to 
properly determine “right” from “wrong,” yet the only way for there to be “right” 
and “wrong” is for there to be an objective standard by which one may determine 
“right” from “wrong”; Atheism implies that there is nothing objectively “right” 
and nothing objectively “wrong.” Notice that if it is true that nothing is 
objectively right, then it necessarily follows that nothing is objectively wrong; 
consider the implications!  
                                                 
1 Sample, I. (2014, January 29). Whoa there! Brain area found to help spot bad decisions. The Guardian. Retrieved May 26, 
2014, from http://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/jan/28/grass-greener-brain-research-lateral-frontal-pole.
 
2All Bible quotations are taken from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated.
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One cannot claim it to be objectively wrong for a neighbor to rob and murder 
him, because the robber and murderer living next door might determine that it 
IS “right” for him to rob and murder. Of course, on this point, a nearly universal 
objection is raised by our Atheist friends, because they would certainly contend 
that to rob and murder them, or a member of their family, could not possibly be 
a “right” (moral) thing to do; but, in raising such an objection, they impose upon 
themselves a logical contradiction: either it is always wrong to rob and murder, 
or it is not always wrong to rob and murder.  If it is always wrong to rob and 
murder, then objective morality DOES exist.  
 
The only question remaining is this: “From where does that objective standard 
originate?” Does it originate with the individual?  No, because there are – 
unfortunately – some people who DO believe that it is right for them to rob and 
murder their neighbor, and so the objective moral standard must originate from 
a higher source.  Does it originate with the government?  No, because there are – 
unfortunately – some governments that DO believe that it is right for them to 
rob and murder (e.g., Nazi Germany), and so the objective moral standard must 
originate from even a HIGHER source. Only from a mind that was entirely 
moral COULD such a standard originate – the mind of God.  
 
Conclusion. 
 
On the wall across from the desk in my office I have a large whiteboard, on 
which I have permanently inscribed the following logical syllogism (mine is 
written in symbolic language, so I’ll spell it out here):  
 

1) Atheism implies subjectivism;  
2) Subjectivism implies that both murder and non-murder are acceptable 

alternatives;  
3) Murder and non-murder are contradictory; 
4) Any argument that implies a contradiction is itself false, since 

contradictory statements (accurately and precisely stated) cannot both 
be true; therefore, subjectivism cannot be true;  

5) If Atheism implies subjectivism (#1), and if subjectivism implies a 
contradiction (#2 and #3), and if any argument that implies a 
contradiction is itself false (#4), then Atheism cannot be true. 

 
There is a God, and as we have previously noted, there is more than sufficient 
evidence that the God of our Bible IS that God.  If that is true, then humanity 
DOES have an objective standard of morality by which to live – the word of God. 
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Analysis of Romans 14 (Part 2) 

Discerning Between Matters of “the Faith” and Indifference 
 
Doug Post 
Vernon, Connecticut 
 
 
There are many in denominational circles that maintain the idea that it doesn’t 
matter what one believes as long as the person is honest and sincere.  That 
viewpoint is based, in part, on Romans 14. Unfortunately, these days, many in 
the Lord’s church are speaking the same thing – maintaining the same 
denominational viewpoints. Phrases like those we previously noticed in part one, 
as well as the following, are often referred to: “Let each man be fully assured in 
his own mind” (Rom. 14:5).1 “…Nothing is unclean of itself: save that to him 
who accounteth anything to be unclean” (Rom. 14:14).  “The faith which thou 
hast, have thou to thyself before God” (Rom. 14:22). Add to these the passages 
saying that God has received all sides in this, and you come up with the popular, 
but perverted, position that it doesn’t matter what we believe or practice, and we 
should fellowship anyone who has honest and sincere convictions.  
 
Did the vegetarians, and those who placed one day above another, practice what 
they did out of religious conviction? Did they do those things out of “personal 
faith,” because they thought God required it of them?  There is no doubt that 
they “personally” believed in what they were doing; they were sincere people. No 
doubt they were personally convicted as to the rightness of their actions, but 
people “personally” believe in vegetarianism and observing certain days for 
other than religious reasons – there are atheists who are passionate vegetarians. 
Such statements as, “regardeth it unto the Lord,” and “giveth God thanks,” only 
identify the correct attitude that begins with “Let each man be fully assured in 
his own mind.” Being fully assured, then, we are to do all “to the Lord.”   
 
Now, does that apply to error?  Can we “do unto the Lord,” “give God thanks,” 
and have “regard unto the Lord” in what is contrary to the will of God? That 
somehow, in all the error we espouse and practice, God will just bow down to 
our “sincerity of heart” and accept us? That our errors are clean due to our 
sincerity of heart? Of course not! May the mother of that very thought not even 
                                                 
1 All Bible quotations are taken from the ASV, unless otherwise stated.
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enter into our minds! That kind of worldly thinking is simply the doctrine of 
demons! Yet, many have allowed that kind of thinking to invade their minds, 
replacing right thinking and/or sound judgment. Ironically, however, this very 
same mindset, typically stressing the idea that works (of obedience) do NOT 
contribute to our salvation in any manner, is the very same mindset that actually 
turns “sincerity of heart” into a work of its own kind. In other words, “sincerity 
of heart,” alone, somehow obligates God to overlook their errors in thinking, 
doctrine and behavior. Evidently, but for the works of maintaining honesty and 
sincerity of heart, God does not like us maintaining good works. That type of 
reasoning is blasphemous. The whole dignity and majesty of the glorious gospel 
of Christ is trampled upon.      
 
Folks assuming that what they believe and practice are somehow the will of God, 
because they are convinced in their own minds, or because they have not pressed 
their beliefs upon someone else, have surely NOT consulted God’s Word on the 
whole matter. God’s approval of our actions is not based solely upon our 
sincerity of heart. Can we put doctrinal error in the same category?  Now, 
although they would deny it, these same folks, who are practically Universalists 
in their thinking, would have to accept the Gnostics and their teaching that 
Christ did not come in the flesh (2 Jn. 7), because they were honest and sincere 
in their own hearts. That’s the result of such ridiculous reasoning. You can 
practice anything you want as long as you are convicted that it is the will of God; 
don’t argue with anyone about it, nor condemn anyone for their belief and 
practice. Sincerity of heart, alone, is deadly doctrine. Error, unrepented of, is 
still error, and error separates man from God (Isa. 59:1-2). The Book of Matthew 
(7:21-22) records the Judgment Day, when some will claim that they did, what 
they did, in the name of Christ.  Jesus does not deny that they did “good works,” 
nor does He deny their sincerity.  He does deny that they did them in His name, 
and that is the basis of their condemnation!  
 
The category of things mentioned in Romans 14 is about matters that are 
indifferent to God.  He doesn’t care either way what we do in such things, except 
in regard to the principles we will notice below.  Whether a man eats meat, or is 
a vegetarian, it does not matter with God.  If a man observes one day above 
another, or every day alike, it does not matter with God.   
 
Sadly, some Christians seem to believe that every doctrinal matter is to be placed 
in the category of things found in Romans 14, especially instrumental music in 
worship, the Lord’s Supper on Sundays, what constitutes worship, women’s 
roles, etc. Some even charge that we in churches of Christ have arbitrarily 



  The Keys Of The Kingdom 41 

chosen certain matters to be placed in Romans 14, and have arbitrarily kept 
other matters from being included in Romans 14. In other words, they deride 
churches of Christ for having made up lists as to what constitutes doctrine and 
what constitutes opinion.  While there may be some individuals who have been 
inconsistent in applying Romans 14 on certain matters, it does not, therefore, 
mean that churches of Christ are guilty of such a thing, does it? Of course not! 
However, there are some who are willing to create a “straw man” to beat. 
Liberals love to fabricate various scenarios, blaming churches of Christ for 
seeming inconsistencies.  However, what is truly astonishing is that these same 
liberals cannot tell the difference between Generic and Specific Authority.  
 
Specifics and Generics. 
 
God specifies things we MUST believe and practice, as well as things that are 
important to Him. God also specifies things we MUST NOT believe and practice. 
These specifics may be spelled out for us in statements or commands, or they 
may be determined by inferring what God has implied. This is called “necessary 
conclusion” from the premises (necessary inference).  When such a conclusion is 
logically reached as a necessary inference, it is a specific statement that contains 
all the options that go with a specific.   
 
Most Christians are aware that there are choices that must be made in order to 
carry out what we are specifically instructed from God.  We also call these 
choices “expedients” – picking the best possible way to carry out the instruction. 
Unanimous consent in what choices are made in any given circumstance isn’t 
always possible; people will differ on the best way to do what God tells them to 
do.  The most highly visible instance of this is Paul and Barnabas in Acts 15:36-
41.  They sharply disagreed on whether or not to take Mark with them.  Their 
decision was that Barnabas would take Mark and go one way, and Paul would 
take Silas and go another.  God commanded them to go teach all nations.  They 
had to make a number of decisions about who to include in the group.  It did not 
matter to God who went with whom, as long as they went. 
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In both Old and New Testaments, the nature of authority is the same, as is the 
nature of language.  James 2:10-11 says: “For whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet stumble in one point, he is become guilty of all.  For he that said, 
Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill.  Now if thou doest not commit 
adultery, but killest, thou art become a transgressor of the law.”  Notice that 
these are all specific statements and commands.  One does not have to disobey 
all such instruction to transgress law; just one will do.  The reason is that the 
same God who made one law, made all the rest. 
 
God said in the Old Testament that we are neither to add to the words of God, 
nor are we to take away from them.  We are to turn neither to the right hand, nor 
to the left, nor can we do more or less than what God teaches (Deut. 4:1-2; 5:32; 
12:32; Num. 22:18; 24:13; Josh. 1:7; Pr. 4:26-27).  In the New Testament, we are 
told neither to add to, nor take away from, transgress, or go beyond, what is 
written (Gal. 3:15; 1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Jn. 9; Rev. 22:18-19).  We must do just what God 
specifies, and use only generic options contained in the specific commands or 
statements.  We have no more right to declare something to be an expedient 
choice to carry out some non-existent command, than we have the right to make 
a law out of a true expedient. 
 
What God specifies does not change, and must be followed. The lists of choices 
in carrying out specific instructions do change with cultures and centuries.  We 
have more ways of doing some things today than they had in the first century, 
but the specific instruction has not changed at all.  For instance, we are still 
obligated to teach and edify.  The first century Christians had a short list of 
methods from which to choose in carrying out that command. We have a much 
longer list, and so are not limited to a first century list of choices.  For instance, 
we are commanded to go into all the world and preach the gospel (Mk. 16:15). 
Back then they only had certain means of going: by boating, by walking, by 
riding a horse, or by sending a letter. Today we have myriad of ways of going: by 
car, by train, by plane, by boat, and by Internet.   
 
Whatever we call it – option, expedient, or generic – such decisions may come 
under the rules of Romans 14, seeing that they are matters of indifference with 
God, but specific instruction cannot be included in the rules of Romans 14, 
because we can only obey or disobey specific instruction. Following specific 
instruction is not a matter of indifference with God, even though some may 
consider their personal belief to be the specific instruction of God; it may in fact 
be error. None of us can believe, practice, and make converts to error, and have 
God’s approval for all our lives, as we can with matters of indifference. Some, 
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who by reason of time should know better, try to transfer how we must deal with 
disagreements over options of generic authority, to disagreements over specific 
authority. That’s a grave error with eternal consequences. 
 
Facts to Remember 
 
There are several facts we must keep in mind regarding the people referred to in 
Romans 14. 
 

1. Each side was told not to argue with the other about their differences, 
which is the meaning of “decision of scruples.” It was disputing over 
matters of opinion, like “striving about words to no profit” (2 Tim. 2:14; 
cf. 1 Tim. 6:4).  

2. These were not things that were just about personal, sincere and honest 
belief, which no one else knew about; they were practicing what they 
believed. Vegetarians were eating only plant material and meat eaters 
were eating meat. 

3. As long as they neither ridiculed others, nor required that others believe 
and practice what they themselves were doing, they could believe and 
practice whatever they wanted with God’s full approval! God accepted 
both sides of the dispute, illustrated in the chapter; neither practice was 
unclean of itself.   

4. They could believe and practice their convictions all of their lives.  They 
would never have to change! Whether one was “weak” or “strong” did 
not matter in this regard, because the weak brother could continue in 
vegetarianism all of his life as long as he met the other restrictions 
specified. 

5. They could teach others and make converts to their belief and practice! 
They could do this with God’s approval for all their lives. They would 
never have to change, and no one, by direct command, was to dispute 
with them about it. 

 
So, how can we tell the difference between what God requires of us and what 
is a matter of indifference with Him?  The Bible tells us, and that is the only 
way we will know. We will present more ideas in the next article.   
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Of Interest 
 

 39th Annual Bellview Lectures 
June 6 – 10, 2014 
(Friday – Tuesday) 

 

Understanding The Will Of The Lord 
 

Friday, June 6 
7:00 pm  Theme of the Bible       
Wayne Blake 
7:45 pm  God’s Scheme of Redemption 
Charles Pogue 
Saturday, June 7 
9:00 am  Dispensations of Time  
Dub McClish 
10:00 am  Patriarchal Dispensation        
Michael Hatcher 
11:00 am  Mosaic Dispensation    
Dub Mowery 
Lunch Break 
1:00 pm  Christian Dispensation  
Charles Pogue 
2:00 pm  Ante-Diluvian Period  
Roelf L. Ruffner 
3:00 pm  Open Forum 
Dinner Break 
7:00 pm  Post-Diluvian Period              
Harrell Davidson 
8:00 pm  Arrangement of the Bible  
Jerry Brewer 
Sunday, June 9 
9:00 am  Patriarchal Period   
Roelf L. Ruffner 
10:00 am  New Testament Worship  
Ken Chumbley 
Lunch and Dinner Break 
5:00 pm  Period of Bondage   
Dub Mowery 
6:00 pm  Wilderness Wanderings          
Harrell Davidson 
7:00 pm  How We Got the Bible  
Doug Post 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, June 9 
9:00 am  Period of Conquest  
Ken Chumbley 
10:00 am  Period of Judges   
John West 
11:00 am  Period of the United Kingdom  
Paul Vaughn 
Lunch Break 
1:00 pm  Period of Divided Kingdom 
David P. Brown 
2:00 pm  Period of Judah Alone  
Wayne Blake 
3:00 pm  Open Forum: 
Dinner Break 
7:00 pm  Worship               
Michael Hatcher 
8:00 pm  The Church – the Eternal 
Purpose       Gene Hill 
Tuesday, June 10 
9:00 am  Period of Exile   
Doug Post 
10:00 am  Period of Restoration  
Jerry Brewer 
11:00 am  Inter-Testament Period  
Dub McClish 
Lunch Break 
1:00 pm  Period of the Life of Christ 
David P. Brown 
2:00 pm  Period of the Church  
Gene Hill 
3:00 pm  Open Forum 
Dinner Break 
7:00 pm  Second Coming and Judgment
        John West 
8:00 pm  The Whole of Man   
Paul Vaughn
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Bellview Lectures Information: New Dates for the Lectureship This year’s 
lectureship will start Friday evening and go through Tuesday. Please make 
note of these new dates.  
 
Housing The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32526) is 
providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price 
(tax not included) is $59.99—single bed and $69.99—double beds. Their 
phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending the Bellview 
Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending 
the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.  
 
Meals: The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide a free lunch 
on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants 
will be available at the registration tables. 
 
Books: The lectureship book, Understanding The Will Of The Lord, will be 
available for purchase. The price has not yet been determined. The book will 
contain 28 chapters and will be a soft-cover book. Everyone will want to 
purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The books will not 
be mailed until after the lectures are over. 
 
Books-on-CD: The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 1988-2005, 
2007-2014) will be available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of the CD is 
$37.50. The CD will also includes the Defender (1970, 1972-2013), Beacon 
(1972, 1974-2013), and other material. 
 
View Lectures Live on the Internet: If you cannot attend the lectureship in 
person, please view them live on the Internet: www.bellviewcoc.com 
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Click Here  Watch The Lectures 

 
 
 

 

 

Click Here View The Videos 
 

http://www.churchesofchrist.com/lectures2014.php
http://www.churchesofchrist.com/lectures2014.php
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058

