The Prosperity Gospel
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approval for Christians.
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monetary donations to churches will garner

the approval of God, and thus serve to
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17th, 2010 , Southside Church of Christ, Fort Myers
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God for all to prosper because | see it in the Word
[of God], not because it has worked mightily for

someone else. | do not put my eyes on men, but on
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Porter, Releasing Your Inner Treasure: 8 Kingdom
Keys to Unlocking the Wealth Within Youxvi).
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financially, to have plenty of money to fulfill the
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http://www.amazon.com/Releasing-Your-Inner-Treasure-Unlocking/dp/1934466018/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1225128039&sr=8-1

Verses used by Prosperity propone

to support belief

A Malachi 3:10: "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,

t

t
t

nat there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now

herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you

ne windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
nere shall not be room enough to receive it" (KJV).

A Matthew 25:14c30: the Parable of the talents.

A John 10:10: "l am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly" (KJV).

A Philippians 4:19: "My God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (KJV).

A 3 John 2: "Beloved, | wish above all things that thou
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth” (KJV).



Theology develops

A PT began to take shape in the US during the 1950s
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A The viewpoint began to spread in popularity
dramatically during the 1980s era of televangelism.

A Prosperity churches are typically ndenominational
In structure and are overseen by a single
preacher/pastor (as opposed to elders/deacons).

A These churches will frequently plead for donations as ¢
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one gives, the more one may expect to be reciprocally
blessed financially by God even further.



A Roberts, who would ultimately found Oral Robert
University in Tulsa, began espousing PG doctrine in
1947, stating that God would return financial
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A Roberts would ultimately vow to return donations
which did not spur this dramatic sevenfold increase.
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wealthy donors to his efforts who would, for their

financial support, receive exclusive conference

Invitations and meetings with OR himself.

A See Coleman, Simon (2000). The Globalisation of Charismatic Christianity:
Spreading the Gospel of Prosperity, page 41, Robins, R. G. (2010). Pentecostalisr
iIn America, page 87, and Coleman, Simon (2000). The Globalisation of
Charismatic Christianity: Spreading the Gospel of Prosperity., page 42.



See and kear! The POWER of the Gospel of Christ :
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A In 1977, a 900foot-tall Jesusvould appear to OR and
told him to buildthe Cityof Faith Medical and Research
Center.

A In 1980, Roberts said he had a vision which encourage
him to continue the construction of his City of Faith
Medical and Research Center in Oklahoma, which
opened Iin 1981This facility wasmtended to merge
prayer and medicine in the healing process. The City o
Faith operated foeightyears before closing in late
1989.

A In 19830R claimed thatlesus had appeared to him in
person and commissioned him to find a cure for cancel



Roberts 1987
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A OR would announce in Janudr987, during a
fundraising drivethat unlesshe raised $8

million by that March, God would "call him
home."

A The resulting donations would total som@.$
million.

A Later in 1987, OR announcttat God had
raised the dead through Robertsinistry.
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A OR would ultimately turn control of ORU over to his son
Richard. RR would resign from ORU in 2007 amidst massive
O2YUNRODSNBERE 20SN) GKS F2fft 24

A RR used university funds to pay for his daughter's trip to the
Bahamas by providing the university jet and billing costs to

the school.

A Maintained a stable of horses on campus and at university
expense for the exclusive use of his children.

A Remodeled his house at university expense 11 times in the
past 14 years.

A Allowed the university to be billed both for damage done by
his daughters to universitgwned golf carts and acquired a
red Mercedes convertible and a white Lexus for his wife

Lindsay through ministry donors.

A "Oral Roberts president faces corruption lawsuitMSNBCOctober 5, 2007, Justin
Juozapavicius, Associated PresScandal Brewing at Oral Roberts JOctober 5, 2007.



http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21156263/page/1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MSNBC
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5j9XJtq8scoszIFZLWUjrR8mPuBFQD8S38PR80

Richard Roberts Ve @9

A Roberts was paid $440,000 as severance from ORU
(along with $223,600 for three additional years), for
a total package of $1,110,8Q@0er 11152008 Tulsa world).
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bonus).
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A RR would also be arrested and charged with drunk
driVing : £31-2012 (ruisa world).
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favored by God, although the thousands of donors who gave
to him were, almost without exception, not as favored.
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Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, C
Roberts, Richard Roberts




Robert Tilton | &
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alcohol. He claimed a conversion in 1969, and took his
ministry and family on the road in 1974, to preach a false
prosperity gospet by which he means his personal
prosperity.

A He discovered the power of television, where you can
market lies with slick gimmicks, and never have to account
for what you do with the money or how you live.

A After attracting thousands and making millions, he took a
trip to Hawaii, claiming it was comparable to Christ fasting in
the wilderness for 40 days. Even the media could not choke
down that lie, and with some greeeyes (over how much he
was raking in), took him to task. On this trip he concocted a
new schtick Succesd-Life, a new tool to bilk millions. In
thls newly invigorated plan $1,000 was the preferred

0S3IAIAYI | Y2dz;fu OF)

A www.godhatesthemedia.com.
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shoes, then | noticed three or four pairs
came back. | kept giving watches away,
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sucess God's way! In Positioning Yourself to Prosper, TD
Jakes will show you how to position yourself to live the life
that God has planned just for you!

Message 1: Positioning Yourself To Prosper. Learn the paramount
foundation of prosperity: giving, tithing and love.

Message 2:Turn It on a Dime. Free Yourself from lack and exercise the
Godgiven promises for every believer!

Message 3: Step it up! Be an intentional planner and become a success
story with these keys to extraordinary living.

Message 4: Power Partnerships. Link up with a productive, Godained
LI NIYSNR YR ¢6F 00K SELRYSYUALFt FI
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Serita as "the first lady," and they live in a $1.7
million mansion on Dallas's scenic White Rock
Lake next to a building once owned by oill
magnate H.L. Hunt. As Time magazine
explained a few weeks ago, "He flies on
charter planes or in firstlass seats, sups with
a coterie In a room known as 'the king's table,’
sports a large diamond ring and dresses like
the multimillionaire he Is."”




Rick Warre
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be wealthy? There Is a word for that:
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net worth. | can show you millions of
faithful followers of Christ who live In
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A www.marriedwithdebt.com.
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Selected notes from
~www.creflodollarministries.org.
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entering your life. The Word provides the light that is needed to break the chains
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financial seeds need in order to grow.

God has given you power to get wealtlyou mustarisez 2 NJ ¢ OKl y3S &
YR LIR2AAGAZYZE AY 2NRSNI F2NJ LINR &aLIS NAR

God takes pleasure in your prosperity because He is magnified in it (Psalm 35:27)
LT e&2dz I NB &dR2¢6y 2y e2dzNJ £ dzO] € AU A
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Word is operational in your heart.

The Ward of God is your highway to the world of wealth (Job 222H v X¢c & L
uIlS 1KS aSSR 2+ D2RQa 22NR I yR Lzl ;
be in your house (Psalm 112d. 0 X { SS1 2dzil LIS2LX S 6K2 |

message of prosperity to break the poverty chain.

D2 R RQSaYQu LINPALISN) €2dz 2y GKS ol &aAa
f AGKG @&2dz KI @/Ben the\SokdksSpetionakirtydeXlife, it causes
your money seed to increase.
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Word is your foundation for prosperity.




Notes on Creflo

A CD has been criticized for his lavish lifestyle; he owns two
RollsRoyces, a private jet, a million dollar home in Atlanta,
and a $2.5 million home in Manhattan, which he sold for
$3.75 million in 2012. CD has refused to disclose his annual
salary and Creflo Dollar Ministries received a grade of "F" for
financial transparency by the organizatigdinistryWatch.

A Dollar was subpoenaed during divorce proceedings between
heavyweight boxing champiokvander Holyfielcand
Holyfield's second wife, Janice ltson, after Itson alleged that
Holyfield had donated $7 million to Dollar's ministry just
before he filed for divorce.

A On June 8, 2012, Dollar was arrested in Fayetteville, Georgia
on charges of allegedly attacking his-{&ar-old daughter.
He was charged with simple battery and cruelty to children,
both misdemeanors. He was later released on a $5,000 bail.
The charges were dropped in 2013 after a thre®nth
program including aranger managementourse and paying
court fees.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MinistryWatch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evander_Holyfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anger_management

Notes on Creflo

A On November 6, 2007, United States Senafthuck Grasslegf lowa
announced an investigation of several ministries by the United States
Senate Committee on Finance. Grassley asked for financial information
to determine whether Dollar made any personal profit from financial
donations and requested that Dollar's ministry make the information
available by December 6, 2007. The investigation also asked for
Information from five other televangelistsBenny HinnKenneth
Copeland Eddie L. Longloyce MeyerandPaula White

A On March 16, 2009, Grassley announced "My staff and | continue to_ _ _
NEOASs G(KS AY T2NYI u)\2y dSQBS NBOS
cooperated, and we continue to weigh our options for the ministries that
have not cooperated,"” noting that two of the ministrie88enny Hinnand
Joyce Meyergave full financial disclosure. CD has contested the probe,
arguing that the proper governmental entity to examine religious groups
Is the IRS, not the Committee on Finance.

A See Michael Luo (20061-15). "Preaching a Gospel of Wealth in a Glittery Market, New Yorkhe New
York Times, Kim Velsey (April 25, 2012klevangelist Creflo Dollar Sells Manhattan Condo (Pictures)"
The New York Observéitp://www.ministrywatch.com/profile/creflo -dollar-ministries.aspx "Sen.
Grassley probes televangelists' finance8JSA Today200#11-07.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Grassley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iowa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Hinn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Copeland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_L._Long
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Meyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paula_White
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Hinn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Meyer
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/15/nyregion/15prosperity.html
http://observer.com/2012/04/televangelist-creflo-dollar-sells-manhattan-condo/
http://www.ministrywatch.com/profile/creflo-dollar-ministries.aspx
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2007-11-07-televangelist-probe_N.htm
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A The Bible says to not be concerned about money and the,
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A Jesus says you cannot serve God and money. The Prosperity
Gospel says God cannot act to bless you until you have given
Y2y Se X
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A www.bedinningandend.com



http://www.beginningandend.com/
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rich is Joyce Meyer? We really do not know, but the following
facts will provide some insight into her wealth.

A She owns a $10 million corporate jet. Her husband drives a
$107,000 silvegray Mercedes Benz. Her personal residence
IS valued at $2 million and she owns other houses worth $2
million.

A These blessings, she maintains, come from the very hand of
God almighty. She believes or says she believes her great
wealth is a miracle. According to the article in the paper, Joyct
Meyer's organization expects to take in about $95 million this
year. She asserts: "If you stay in your faith, you are going to b
paid."

A www.gospelhour.net.
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(BENNY HINN MINISTRIES |
‘ DHRAPR DE INDIA.
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you have the devil's natur@¢  t-aNhoh & S
(TBN), 4/21/91).

A "Poverty is from the devil and that God
wants all Christians prosperous(TBN,
11/6/90)

A"l am a 'little messiah' walking the earth"
(Praisea-Thon" on TBN, 1-b, 1990).




