
The Old Testament and The Old Testament and 
the New Testament…the New Testament…

Which law governs our lives?Which law governs our lives?



The reason for this study…The reason for this study…

► One of the major ongoing topics of discussions One of the major ongoing topics of discussions 
amongst Christians is often centered around the amongst Christians is often centered around the 
“old” and “new” covenants, specifically which “old” and “new” covenants, specifically which 
applies to us today and which we live under.applies to us today and which we live under.

► The purpose of this study is to provide a general The purpose of this study is to provide a general 
overview of the rationale of most Church of Christ overview of the rationale of most Church of Christ 
members; namely that as Christians today, we live members; namely that as Christians today, we live 
under the “new” covenant of Jesus Christ. By under the “new” covenant of Jesus Christ. By 
definition, we are therefore not bound by Old definition, we are therefore not bound by Old 
Testament laws.Testament laws.



Does this mean that the Church of Christ Does this mean that the Church of Christ 
ignores/disregards the Old Testament?ignores/disregards the Old Testament?

►Absolutely not.Absolutely not.
►The Old Testament is vital to our faith; it The Old Testament is vital to our faith; it 

provides an overview of the creation of the provides an overview of the creation of the 
world, God’s purpose for mankind, the world, God’s purpose for mankind, the 
history of the development of the world and history of the development of the world and 
our faith, as well as prophecy of our our faith, as well as prophecy of our 
ultimate savior, Jesus Christ. ultimate savior, Jesus Christ. In no way do In no way do 
we cast aside the Old Testament as we cast aside the Old Testament as 
irrelevant or non-important. irrelevant or non-important. 



Does God (or Yahweh) intend that mankind Does God (or Yahweh) intend that mankind 
follow every command ever given?follow every command ever given?

► Some examples of specific commandments to specific Some examples of specific commandments to specific 
peoples….peoples….

► Noah’s Ark-God made a covenant with Noah (see Genesis Noah’s Ark-God made a covenant with Noah (see Genesis 
6:18) which Noah had to obey (Genesis 6:22, 7:5). After 6:18) which Noah had to obey (Genesis 6:22, 7:5). After 
the flood, God vowed to never again destroy all mankind the flood, God vowed to never again destroy all mankind 
via flood (9:11-17).via flood (9:11-17).

► Circumcision-both a covenant and command given by God Circumcision-both a covenant and command given by God 
to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 21:1-4, Leviticus to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 21:1-4, Leviticus 
12:3). This command no longer applies (see 1 Corinthians 12:3). This command no longer applies (see 1 Corinthians 
7:18-20, Galatians 5:1-8, 6:12-16, Acts 15:1-29).7:18-20, Galatians 5:1-8, 6:12-16, Acts 15:1-29).

► Levitical priesthood-under covenant at Mount Sinai, only Levitical priesthood-under covenant at Mount Sinai, only 
Aaron and his descendants could serve as priests Aaron and his descendants could serve as priests 
(Numbers 3:10, 18:1-7, 16:40). For us today, Jesus serves (Numbers 3:10, 18:1-7, 16:40). For us today, Jesus serves 
as our high priest, an obvious change in the law (Hebrews as our high priest, an obvious change in the law (Hebrews 
7:11-18, 1 Peter 2:5-9). 7:11-18, 1 Peter 2:5-9). 



Does God (or Yahweh) intend that mankind Does God (or Yahweh) intend that mankind 
follow every command ever given?follow every command ever given?

► Animal sacrifices-a frequent commandment in the OT (see Animal sacrifices-a frequent commandment in the OT (see 
Genesis 4:1-5, Leviticus chapters 1-7). Today animal Genesis 4:1-5, Leviticus chapters 1-7). Today animal 
sacrifices are no longer necessary because Jesus Christ sacrifices are no longer necessary because Jesus Christ 
serves as our perfect and ultimate sacrifice (Hebrews 10:1-serves as our perfect and ultimate sacrifice (Hebrews 10:1-
18).18).

► Holy days-God/Yahweh commanded Israel to keep various Holy days-God/Yahweh commanded Israel to keep various 
holy days (Exodus 12:1-28, 13:3-10, Leviticus chapter 23) holy days (Exodus 12:1-28, 13:3-10, Leviticus chapter 23) 
but this is no longer necessary (see Colossians 2:14-17, but this is no longer necessary (see Colossians 2:14-17, 
Galatians 4:10-11). Galatians 4:10-11). 

► In short, God has given differing laws to differing In short, God has given differing laws to differing 
people in differing times. Not all laws are applicable people in differing times. Not all laws are applicable 
to all persons in all eras. to all persons in all eras. 



Hebrews 7:11Hebrews 7:11

► ““If therefore If therefore perfectperfection were by the Levitical ion were by the Levitical 
priesthood, (for under it the people received the priesthood, (for under it the people received the 
law,) what further need was there that another law,) what further need was there that another 
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, 
and not be called after the order of Aaron?”and not be called after the order of Aaron?”
Hebrews 7:10-12Hebrews 7:10-12 (in Context). (in Context).

► The old law was “weak and unprofitable” in that it The old law was “weak and unprofitable” in that it 
could not provide men permanent forgiveness. could not provide men permanent forgiveness. 
With the arrival of the new law, the old has With the arrival of the new law, the old has 
fulfilled its purpose and was thus removed.fulfilled its purpose and was thus removed.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7:10-12&version=9


Hebrews 7:19Hebrews 7:19
► NIV NIV “(for the law made nothing “(for the law made nothing perfectperfect), and a better ), and a better 

hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.”hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.”
Hebrews 7:18-20Hebrews 7:18-20

► KJ KJ “For the law made nothing “For the law made nothing perfectperfect, but the bringing in , but the bringing in 
of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto 
God.”God.”

► “…“…the hope introduced by Christ’s eternal priesthood is the hope introduced by Christ’s eternal priesthood is 
better than that regulation which has been “set aside”…it better than that regulation which has been “set aside”…it 
has been set aside because it is “weak” (or “ineffective) has been set aside because it is “weak” (or “ineffective) 
and “useless” in bringing about that which believers and “useless” in bringing about that which believers 
hope….Neither the law nor the Levitical priesthood could hope….Neither the law nor the Levitical priesthood could 
accomplish our perfection-past, present, or future”, accomplish our perfection-past, present, or future”, from from 
““The College Press NIV Commentary” The College Press NIV Commentary” by Jim Girdwood and by Jim Girdwood and 
Peter Verkruyse, pages 249-250. Peter Verkruyse, pages 249-250. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7:18-20&version=72


Hebrews 8:6-13Hebrews 8:6-13
► 6 But now hath he obtained a ministry the more excellent, by so much 6 But now hath he obtained a ministry the more excellent, by so much 

as he is also the mediator of a better covenant, which hath been as he is also the mediator of a better covenant, which hath been 
enacted upon better promises. enacted upon better promises. 

►   7 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then would no place For if that first covenant had been faultless, then would no place 
have been sought for a second.have been sought for a second.  

►   8 For finding fault with them, he saith, 8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, That I will make a new covenantthe Lord, That I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and  with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah; with the house of Judah; 

►   9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers In the 9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers In the 
day that I took them by the hand to lead them forth out of the land of day that I took them by the hand to lead them forth out of the land of 
Egypt; For they continued not in my covenant, And I regarded them Egypt; For they continued not in my covenant, And I regarded them 
not, saith the Lord. not, saith the Lord. 

►   10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
After those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, And After those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, And 
on their heart also will I write them: And I will be to them a God, And on their heart also will I write them: And I will be to them a God, And 
they shall be to me a people: they shall be to me a people: 



Hebrews 8:6-13Hebrews 8:6-13
►   11 And they shall not teach every man his fellow-citizen, 11 And they shall not teach every man his fellow-citizen, 

And every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: For all And every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: For all 
shall know me, From the least to the greatest of them. shall know me, From the least to the greatest of them. 

►   12 For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And their sins 12 For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And their sins 
will I remember no more. will I remember no more. 

►   13 In that he saith, 13 In that he saith, A new covenant he hath made the A new covenant he hath made the 
first old. But that which is becoming old and waxeth aged first old. But that which is becoming old and waxeth aged 
is nigh unto vanishing away. is nigh unto vanishing away. 

► These verses quote from Jeremiah 31:31-34 wherein God These verses quote from Jeremiah 31:31-34 wherein God 
would make a new covenant differing from the old would make a new covenant differing from the old 
covenant with Israel. Jesus has now fulfilled this covenant covenant with Israel. Jesus has now fulfilled this covenant 
and established the new law, in harmony with God’s will and established the new law, in harmony with God’s will 
(verses 9-10), not contrary to it. (verses 9-10), not contrary to it. 



Re: Galatians 2:14-17Re: Galatians 2:14-17
► ““First, he (Paul) said, “We agreed long ago that First, he (Paul) said, “We agreed long ago that no amount of no amount of 

observance of the law can make a man right with Godobservance of the law can make a man right with God. That is a . That is a 
matter of grace. A man cannot earn, but must accept the generous matter of grace. A man cannot earn, but must accept the generous 
offer of the love of God in Jesus. Therefore, offer of the love of God in Jesus. Therefore, the whole business of law the whole business of law 
is irrelevant”.is irrelevant”.

► Next, he said “You hold that to forget all this business about rules and Next, he said “You hold that to forget all this business about rules and 
regulations will make you a sinner. regulations will make you a sinner. But that is precisely what Jesus But that is precisely what Jesus 
Christ told you to doChrist told you to do. He did not tell you to try to earn salvation by . He did not tell you to try to earn salvation by 
eating this animal and not eating that one. He told you to fling yourself eating this animal and not eating that one. He told you to fling yourself 
without reserve on the grace of God. Are you going to argue then, that without reserve on the grace of God. Are you going to argue then, that 
he taught you to become a sinner?” Obviously, there could be only one he taught you to become a sinner?” Obviously, there could be only one 
proper conclusion, proper conclusion, namely that the old laws are wiped outnamely that the old laws are wiped out…”…”

► It could not be right for Gentiles to come to God by grace and Jews to It could not be right for Gentiles to come to God by grace and Jews to 
come to him by lawcome to him by law”.”.

► From “From “The Letters to the Galatians and EphesiansThe Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians” by William ” by William 
Barclay, pages 20-21, 1954.  Barclay, pages 20-21, 1954.  



Galatians 2:16Galatians 2:16

► ““The new life is lived on the principle of faith in The new life is lived on the principle of faith in 
Christ rather than that of legal obedience…Christ rather than that of legal obedience…

► If righteousness could be obtained by law, the If righteousness could be obtained by law, the 
death of Christ would be unexplainabledeath of Christ would be unexplainable; it would ; it would 
be a wasted gesture…be a wasted gesture…

► The Law was to run a certain course, fulfilling its The Law was to run a certain course, fulfilling its 
mission of preparing the way for the seed-Christ, mission of preparing the way for the seed-Christ, 
who is “the end of the law for righteousness” who is “the end of the law for righteousness” 
(Romans 10:4)….(Romans 10:4)….

► From “From “The Wycliffe Bible CommentaryThe Wycliffe Bible Commentary”, page ”, page 
1290 and 1292, 1962.1290 and 1292, 1962.  



Galatians 2:19Galatians 2:19
► KJ “KJ “For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 

live unto God.”live unto God.”
► ““To die to a thing is to cease to have any relation to it, so To die to a thing is to cease to have any relation to it, so 

that it has no further claim upon or control over one…that that it has no further claim upon or control over one…that 
to which reference is made here is evidently the law as a to which reference is made here is evidently the law as a 
legalistic system, a body of statutes legalistically legalistic system, a body of statutes legalistically 
interpreted. It was on the basis of this law in this sense interpreted. It was on the basis of this law in this sense 
that it was demanded that the Gentile believers should be that it was demanded that the Gentile believers should be 
circumcised and keep the law of Moses. circumcised and keep the law of Moses. It was under this It was under this 
that Paul had lived as a Pharisee, and under which he had that Paul had lived as a Pharisee, and under which he had 
ceased to live-died to it.”ceased to live-died to it.”

► From “From “A Commentary on the New Testament A Commentary on the New Testament 
Epistles: Second Corinthians & GalatiansEpistles: Second Corinthians & Galatians”, Volume ”, Volume 
3, by David Lipscomb, page 214. 3, by David Lipscomb, page 214. 



Galatians 3:21-22 Galatians 3:21-22 

►““Is the law then against the promises Is the law then against the promises 
of God? God forbid: of God? God forbid: for if there had for if there had 
been a law given which could have been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should given life, verily righteousness should 
have been by the lawhave been by the law..

►But the Scripture hath concluded all But the Scripture hath concluded all 
under sin, that the promise by faith of under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe.”that believe.”



Galatians 3:24Galatians 3:24

► ““Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith”,us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith”,

► ““The law was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. The law was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. 
Now faith has come, so Now faith has come, so we are no longer under we are no longer under 
the schoolmasterthe schoolmaster. To be “under” a law means to . To be “under” a law means to 
be subject to it or under obligation to obey it-note be subject to it or under obligation to obey it-note 
4:4,21 (1 Corinthians 9-20-21, Matthew 8:9, 4:4,21 (1 Corinthians 9-20-21, Matthew 8:9, 
Romans 3:19). We are not just freed from Romans 3:19). We are not just freed from 
condemnation of the law, but we are free from the condemnation of the law, but we are free from the 
law itself, which was the schoolmaster”, from law itself, which was the schoolmaster”, from 
www.gospelway.comwww.gospelway.com. . 

http://www.gospelway.com/


Major point of GalatiansMajor point of Galatians

► ““Now, Now, we are discharged from the law, dead to we are discharged from the law, dead to 
that which held us captivethat which held us captive. Paul is saying here that . Paul is saying here that 
there is captivity in law. We are dead to that which there is captivity in law. We are dead to that which 
held us captive, held us captive, so that we no longer serve under so that we no longer serve under 
the old written codethe old written code, but in the new life of the , but in the new life of the 
spirit. And yet, so many Christians did not spirit. And yet, so many Christians did not 
understand it. The Galatians were determined to understand it. The Galatians were determined to 
go back into a codal system, back to mere law, go back into a codal system, back to mere law, 
and Paul says “Stand fast and do not submit again and Paul says “Stand fast and do not submit again 
unto the yoke of slavery…unto the yoke of slavery…

► From “From “Freedom in Christ; 20Freedom in Christ; 20thth Century Sermons Century Sermons” ” 
by Bob Douglas, pages 18-19. by Bob Douglas, pages 18-19. 



Hebrews 7:28Hebrews 7:28

► NIV-”NIV-”For the law appoints as high priests men in all their For the law appoints as high priests men in all their 
weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, 
appointed the Son, who has been made appointed the Son, who has been made perfectperfect forever.” forever.”
Hebrews 7:27-28Hebrews 7:27-28

► KJ-”KJ-”For the law maketh men high priests which have For the law maketh men high priests which have 
infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the 
law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore…”law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore…”

► ““His (Jesus) uniqueness sets him apart from other high His (Jesus) uniqueness sets him apart from other high 
priests. They must offer sacrifices daily, for their own sins priests. They must offer sacrifices daily, for their own sins 
before those of others. Christ’s sacrifice before those of others. Christ’s sacrifice is a once-for-all is a once-for-all 
offering of himself to Godoffering of himself to God”, ”, from from Interpreter’s One-Volume Interpreter’s One-Volume 
Commentary on the BibleCommentary on the Bible, page 907., page 907.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7:27-28&version=72


Ephesians 2:15Ephesians 2:15

► KJ “KJ “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the the lawlaw of commandments contained in  of commandments contained in 
ordinancesordinances; for to make in himself of twain one ; for to make in himself of twain one 
newnew man, so making peace;” man, so making peace;”
Ephesians 2:14-16Ephesians 2:14-16

►NIV “NIV “by abolishing in his flesh the by abolishing in his flesh the lawlaw with its  with its 
commandments and regulations. His purpose was commandments and regulations. His purpose was 
to create in himself one to create in himself one newnew man out of the two,  man out of the two, 
thus making peace,”thus making peace,”

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2:14-16&version=9


Galatians 3:10-17Galatians 3:10-17
► 10 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under For as many as are of the works of the law are under 

the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book continueth not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them.of the law to do them.  

►   11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

►   12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth 
them shall live in them. them shall live in them. 

►   13 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for usbeing made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every : for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree: one that hangeth on a tree: 

►   14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith. promise of the Spirit through faith. 



Galatians 3:10-17Galatians 3:10-17

►   15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; 15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; 
Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth 
thereto. thereto. 

►   16 16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ. Christ. 

►   17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was 17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was 
confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
disannul, that it should make the promise of none disannul, that it should make the promise of none 
effect. effect. 



Galatians 4:21-31Galatians 4:21-31

► 21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 
hear the law?hear the law?

► 22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one 22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one 
by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 

►   23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. 

►   24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two 24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two 
covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth 
to bondage, which is Agar. to bondage, which is Agar. 

►   25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth 25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth 
to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children. children. 



Galatians 4:21-31Galatians 4:21-31
► 26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 

mother of us all. mother of us all. 
► 27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; 27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; 

break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the 
desolate hath many more children than she which hath an desolate hath many more children than she which hath an 
husband. husband. 

► 28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 
promise. promise. 

► 29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted 29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted 
him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now. him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now. 

► 30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? 30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the Cast out the 
bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman 
shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. 

► 31 So then, brethren, 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the we are not children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free.bondwoman, but of the free.



Galatians 5:1Galatians 5:1

► ““Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.”again with the yoke of bondage.”

► ““The meaning of scripture is plain: The meaning of scripture is plain: to be in Christ to be in Christ 
is to be free from legalistic constraints of all is to be free from legalistic constraints of all 
kinds….to give away one point is to give away all kinds….to give away one point is to give away all 
and return to the yoke of slavery…”and return to the yoke of slavery…”

► From “From “The Interpreter’s One-Volume Commentary The Interpreter’s One-Volume Commentary 
of the Bibleof the Bible”, page 830. ”, page 830. 



From Steve Hudgins collectionFrom Steve Hudgins collection





What about the Ten What about the Ten 
Commandments?Commandments?

►See Deuteronomy 4:1, 44-45.See Deuteronomy 4:1, 44-45.
►These commandments were given to the These commandments were given to the 

children of Israel after emerging from children of Israel after emerging from 
Egypt. God made a covenant with Israel via Egypt. God made a covenant with Israel via 
these tablets of stone which contained the these tablets of stone which contained the 
covenant between God and Israel. Many covenant between God and Israel. Many 
protestants today view the Ten protestants today view the Ten 
Commandments to be a specific pact Commandments to be a specific pact 
between God and a specific people. between God and a specific people. 





The Sabbath DayThe Sabbath Day

► See Deuteronomy 5:15.See Deuteronomy 5:15.
►Much like circumcision, the Sabbath day ordinance Much like circumcision, the Sabbath day ordinance 

was a sign between God and Israel (see also was a sign between God and Israel (see also 
Genesis 17 and Romans 4:11). Genesis 17 and Romans 4:11). 

► These various practices between God and Israel These various practices between God and Israel 
were to exist as long as the relationship between were to exist as long as the relationship between 
God and Israel existed…this ended when the God and Israel existed…this ended when the 
Gospel came into effect. There is no longer Jew v. Gospel came into effect. There is no longer Jew v. 
Gentile in God’s plan of salvation (see Galatians Gentile in God’s plan of salvation (see Galatians 
3:28, Ephesians 2:11-18, Acts 10:34-35, 15:7-11, 3:28, Ephesians 2:11-18, Acts 10:34-35, 15:7-11, 
Romans 10:12, Colossians 3:11). Romans 10:12, Colossians 3:11). 



www.pathlights.comwww.pathlights.com

►If the Sabbath had been lost between If the Sabbath had been lost between 
Moses' time and Jesus' day, the Saviour Moses' time and Jesus' day, the Saviour 
would not have made it His custom to would not have made it His custom to 
observe the Sabbath (Luke 4: 16). But we observe the Sabbath (Luke 4: 16). But we 
have the example of the Saviour, which is have the example of the Saviour, which is 
indeed sufficient. "He that saith he abideth indeed sufficient. "He that saith he abideth 
in Him ought himself also so to walk, even in Him ought himself also so to walk, even 
as He walked" (1 John 2:6).as He walked" (1 John 2:6).



Sabbath….the “seventh day” or “first Sabbath….the “seventh day” or “first 
day of the week”?day of the week”?

► ““For many, the whole issue comes to the question of the Sabbath and For many, the whole issue comes to the question of the Sabbath and 
whether it is an abiding demand. We would argue that Covenant whether it is an abiding demand. We would argue that Covenant 
Theology's shift of the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday is exegetically Theology's shift of the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday is exegetically 
unwarranted and that it further renders its "unchangeableness of the unwarranted and that it further renders its "unchangeableness of the 
decalogue" argument null and void. We would affirm rather that the decalogue" argument null and void. We would affirm rather that the 
Sabbath had a prophetic function in its anticipation of the gospel rest Sabbath had a prophetic function in its anticipation of the gospel rest 
enjoyed by all who are in Christ, both now and in eternity (eg., Heb.4). enjoyed by all who are in Christ, both now and in eternity (eg., Heb.4). 
This is a point of Biblical Theology which Covenant Theologians have This is a point of Biblical Theology which Covenant Theologians have 
largely overlooked, although there is nothing about it that is inherently largely overlooked, although there is nothing about it that is inherently 
inconsistent with their position. However, while Covenant Theology inconsistent with their position. However, while Covenant Theology 
would argue the Puritan position that the Sabbath day is to be kept would argue the Puritan position that the Sabbath day is to be kept 
distinctively holy in this gospel age, NCT would argue that this aspect distinctively holy in this gospel age, NCT would argue that this aspect 
of the Sabbath marks the Old Covenant (eg., Exodus 31; Col. 2:16-17) of the Sabbath marks the Old Covenant (eg., Exodus 31; Col. 2:16-17) 
and emphasize rather the position of Luther and Calvin that the and emphasize rather the position of Luther and Calvin that the 
Sabbath finds its fulfillment in Christ (Col. 2:17)….”Sabbath finds its fulfillment in Christ (Col. 2:17)….”
From “A brief explanation of “New Covenant Theology”” by Fred Zaspel From “A brief explanation of “New Covenant Theology”” by Fred Zaspel 
at at www.biblicalstudies.comwww.biblicalstudies.com. . 

http://www.biblicalstudies.com/


Sabbath todaySabbath today
► The first Christians did indeed typically hold to the Jewish The first Christians did indeed typically hold to the Jewish 

custom of observing the Sabbath from Friday night sunset custom of observing the Sabbath from Friday night sunset 
to Saturday nightfall. The Church Council of Laodicea in to Saturday nightfall. The Church Council of Laodicea in 
364 AD formally decreed that Sunday was to be the day of 364 AD formally decreed that Sunday was to be the day of 
worship, not Saturday.worship, not Saturday.

► However, multiple early Christian writers such as Barnabas However, multiple early Christian writers such as Barnabas 
(100 AD), Ignatius of Antioch (107 AD), Justin Martyr (100 AD), Ignatius of Antioch (107 AD), Justin Martyr 
(145), Bardaisan (154), Ireneaus (178), Tertullian (180), (145), Bardaisan (154), Ireneaus (178), Tertullian (180), 
Cyprian (200), Victorinus (280) and Eusebias (324) wrote Cyprian (200), Victorinus (280) and Eusebias (324) wrote 
that Christians gathered on “the first day of the week” that Christians gathered on “the first day of the week” 
(Sunday) (Sunday) BEFORE the Laodicea decreeBEFORE the Laodicea decree..

► ““First day of the week” references appear in John 20:1, First day of the week” references appear in John 20:1, 
Acts 20:7, Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:2, Mark 16:9, Luke Acts 20:7, Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:2, Mark 16:9, Luke 
24:1, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Colossians 2:16-17, Romans 24:1, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Colossians 2:16-17, Romans 
14:5. 14:5. 



Synod of Laodicea (4th Century)Synod of Laodicea (4th Century)
  www.newadvent.org.www.newadvent.org.

► Canons 37: "It is not lawful to receive portions sent Canons 37: "It is not lawful to receive portions sent 
from the feasts of Jews or heretics, nor to feast from the feasts of Jews or heretics, nor to feast 
together with them“…together with them“…

► Canon 38: "It is not lawful to receive unleavened Canon 38: "It is not lawful to receive unleavened 
bread from the Jews, nor to be partakers of their bread from the Jews, nor to be partakers of their 
impiety".impiety".

► Canon 29: "Christians must not judaize by resting Canon 29: "Christians must not judaize by resting 
on the [Jewish] Sabbath, but must work on that on the [Jewish] Sabbath, but must work on that 
day, rather honoring the Lord's Day; and, if they day, rather honoring the Lord's Day; and, if they 
can, resting then as Christians. But if any shall be can, resting then as Christians. But if any shall be 
found to be judaizers, let them be anathema found to be judaizers, let them be anathema 
(excommunicated) from Christ."(excommunicated) from Christ."



► Nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the New Nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the New 
Testament.Testament.

► 1. No God but Jehovah - 1 Corinthians 8:4-6, Acts 14:15, Matthew 1. No God but Jehovah - 1 Corinthians 8:4-6, Acts 14:15, Matthew 
4:10.4:10.

► 2. No graven images - Galatians 5:19-21, Romans 1:22-23, 1 John 2. No graven images - Galatians 5:19-21, Romans 1:22-23, 1 John 
5:21, Revelation 21:8.5:21, Revelation 21:8.

► 3. Do not take God's name in vain - James 5:12, Matthew 6:9.3. Do not take God's name in vain - James 5:12, Matthew 6:9.
► 4. Remember the Sabbath. 4. Remember the Sabbath. This command is the only one of the ten This command is the only one of the ten 

that is not repeated in the New Testamentthat is not repeated in the New Testament. The only Sabbath rest . The only Sabbath rest 
promised in the New Testament is eternal life (Hebrews 4:9-11). See promised in the New Testament is eternal life (Hebrews 4:9-11). See 
especially Mark 2:27-28.especially Mark 2:27-28.

► 5. Honor your parents - Ephesians 6:2-3, Matthew 19:19, Ephesians 5. Honor your parents - Ephesians 6:2-3, Matthew 19:19, Ephesians 
6:1.6:1.

► 6. Do not kill - Romans 13:8-10, Matthew 19:18. 6. Do not kill - Romans 13:8-10, Matthew 19:18. 
► 7. Do not commit adultery - Romans 13:8-10, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.7. Do not commit adultery - Romans 13:8-10, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.
► 8. Do not steal - Romans 13:8-10, Ephesians 4:28.8. Do not steal - Romans 13:8-10, Ephesians 4:28.
► 9. Do not bear false witness - Revelation 21:8 and 22:15, Colossians 9. Do not bear false witness - Revelation 21:8 and 22:15, Colossians 

3:9.3:9.
► 10. Do not covet - Romans 13:8-10, Ephesians 5:3.10. Do not covet - Romans 13:8-10, Ephesians 5:3.
► We are to obey the commands that are repeated in the We are to obey the commands that are repeated in the 

New Testament, not because they were in the Old New Testament, not because they were in the Old 
Testament, but because they are in the New Testament.Testament, but because they are in the New Testament.



SDA, modern-day Sabbath SDA, modern-day Sabbath 
keepers.keepers.

► ““Christians are not to be judged on the observance of Old Christians are not to be judged on the observance of Old 
Testament laws, such as food and drink regulations, festival Testament laws, such as food and drink regulations, festival 
keeping, new moon festivals, or Sabbath day keeping keeping, new moon festivals, or Sabbath day keeping 
(Colossians 2:16-17). These regulations and events were (Colossians 2:16-17). These regulations and events were 
merely shadows of the Christian religion. I have had several merely shadows of the Christian religion. I have had several 
Seventh-Day Adventists try to reverse the meaning of this Seventh-Day Adventists try to reverse the meaning of this 
passage by saying, "See, you cannot judge me if I choose to passage by saying, "See, you cannot judge me if I choose to 
observe the Sabbath." observe the Sabbath." 

► Paul shows that Christians are free from the ordinance of Paul shows that Christians are free from the ordinance of 
circumcision and the debt of sin created by the Old Law. The circumcision and the debt of sin created by the Old Law. The 
intent of Paul's statement is to say that none can judge the intent of Paul's statement is to say that none can judge the 
Christian for not keeping the food regulations and festival, Christian for not keeping the food regulations and festival, 
new moon, and Sabbath observances. (continued)new moon, and Sabbath observances. (continued)



SDA and the SabbathSDA and the Sabbath
► Even Seventh-Day Adventists are not consistent in Even Seventh-Day Adventists are not consistent in 

the application of this verse. the application of this verse. They want to keep the They want to keep the 
Sabbath day, but they ignore the other things Sabbath day, but they ignore the other things 
included by Paul with the Sabbath day. They do not included by Paul with the Sabbath day. They do not 
follow the Old Law's rules about food and drink follow the Old Law's rules about food and drink 
restrictions. They do not keep the Passover Feast, restrictions. They do not keep the Passover Feast, 
the Harvest Feast, the Feast of Booths, or the Day the Harvest Feast, the Feast of Booths, or the Day 
of Atonement. They do not even observe the of Atonement. They do not even observe the 
monthly New Moon Festival. They understand that monthly New Moon Festival. They understand that 
these things passed away with the Old Law, yet these things passed away with the Old Law, yet 
they cling to the one piece which they want, the they cling to the one piece which they want, the 
Sabbath Day.”Sabbath Day.”

► ““Sabbath Keeping” by Jeffrey Hamilton, Sabbath Keeping” by Jeffrey Hamilton, 
www.lavistachurchofchrist.orgwww.lavistachurchofchrist.org. . 

http://www.lavistachurchofchrist.org/


What about Matthew 5:17?What about Matthew 5:17?
► ““How, then, should Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:17 be How, then, should Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:17 be 

understood? He said, "Do not think that I have come to understood? He said, "Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them." Did Jesus and Paul contradict each them but to fulfill them." Did Jesus and Paul contradict each 
other? Not at all. First, the phrase "the Law and the Prophets" other? Not at all. First, the phrase "the Law and the Prophets" 
refers to the entire Old Testament. So in this verse Jesus was refers to the entire Old Testament. So in this verse Jesus was 
not speaking of only the Mosaic Law. Also the antithesis is not not speaking of only the Mosaic Law. Also the antithesis is not 
between "abolish" and "observe," but between "abolish" and between "abolish" and "observe," but between "abolish" and 
"fulfill." Jesus did not claim that He came to observe the Law "fulfill." Jesus did not claim that He came to observe the Law 
or to keep the Law; rather He came to fulfill it. The word   ("to or to keep the Law; rather He came to fulfill it. The word   ("to 
fulfill") occurs numerous times in Matthew, and it normally fulfill") occurs numerous times in Matthew, and it normally 
means, "to bring to its intended meaning." Jesus was not means, "to bring to its intended meaning." Jesus was not 
stating that the Law is eternally binding on New Testament stating that the Law is eternally binding on New Testament 
believers. If that were the case, Christians today would be believers. If that were the case, Christians today would be 
required to keep the sacrificial and ceremonial laws as well as required to keep the sacrificial and ceremonial laws as well as 
the moral ones, and that would clearly violate other portions the moral ones, and that would clearly violate other portions 
of the New Testament. (continued)of the New Testament. (continued)



What about Matthew 5:17?What about Matthew 5:17?
► Jesus was saying that He did not come to sweep away the righteous Jesus was saying that He did not come to sweep away the righteous 

demands of the Law, but that He came to fulfill its righteous demands. demands of the Law, but that He came to fulfill its righteous demands. 
As the climax of this aspect of salvation history, Jesus fulfilled all the As the climax of this aspect of salvation history, Jesus fulfilled all the 
righteous demands and all the prophetic foreshadowing of the Law righteous demands and all the prophetic foreshadowing of the Law 
and of the Prophets. In addition Jesus was the final Interpreter of and and of the Prophets. In addition Jesus was the final Interpreter of and 
Authority over the Law and its meaning, as other passages in Mathew Authority over the Law and its meaning, as other passages in Mathew 
indicate. indicate. Jesus restated some of the Old Testament laws (19:18–19), Jesus restated some of the Old Testament laws (19:18–19), 
but some He modified (5:31–32). Some He intensified (5:21–22, 27–but some He modified (5:31–32). Some He intensified (5:21–22, 27–
28 ), and others He changed significantly (5:33–37, 38–42, 43–47). 28 ), and others He changed significantly (5:33–37, 38–42, 43–47). 
Some laws He abrogated entirely (Mark 7:15–19).Some laws He abrogated entirely (Mark 7:15–19). Jesus was not  Jesus was not 
advocating the continuation of the traditional Jewish approach of advocating the continuation of the traditional Jewish approach of 
adherence to the Law. Nor was He advocating that the Law be adherence to the Law. Nor was He advocating that the Law be 
dismissed altogether. He was proclaiming that the meaning of the Law dismissed altogether. He was proclaiming that the meaning of the Law 
must be interpreted in light of His coming and in light of the profound must be interpreted in light of His coming and in light of the profound 
changes introduced by the New Covenant.”changes introduced by the New Covenant.”

► From From www.biblicalstudies.org.ukwww.biblicalstudies.org.uk and “Applying the Old Testament Law  and “Applying the Old Testament Law 
Today” by J. Daniel Hays. Today” by J. Daniel Hays. 

http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/


What about Matthew 5:17?What about Matthew 5:17?

►““The Jews were to see in Jesus The Jews were to see in Jesus the end of the end of 
the lawthe law. Jesus came to fulfill all of the types . Jesus came to fulfill all of the types 
of the law and all the unfulfilled predictions of the law and all the unfulfilled predictions 
of the prophets; Jesus and his kingdom, of the prophets; Jesus and his kingdom, 
with all that pertains to them, constitute the with all that pertains to them, constitute the 
object and fulfillment of all the prophets.”object and fulfillment of all the prophets.”

► From “From “New Testament Commentary on MatthewNew Testament Commentary on Matthew” By H. ” By H. 
Leo Boles, page 130.Leo Boles, page 130.  



Matthew 5:17Matthew 5:17

► ““To ‘destroy’ the law would be to abrogate it To ‘destroy’ the law would be to abrogate it 
before it had accomplished its purposes; to ‘fulfill’ before it had accomplished its purposes; to ‘fulfill’ 
it was to enable it to achieve the designs for which it was to enable it to achieve the designs for which 
it was intended”, it was intended”, from “from “Questions AnsweredQuestions Answered” by ” by 
Guy Woods, page 36, 1976.Guy Woods, page 36, 1976.

► “…“….the difference in ‘fulfilling’ and ‘destroying’ the .the difference in ‘fulfilling’ and ‘destroying’ the 
Law of Moses was about the same as the Law of Moses was about the same as the 
difference between ‘paying off’ a promissory note difference between ‘paying off’ a promissory note 
and ‘repudiating’ it. In either case, it is effectively and ‘repudiating’ it. In either case, it is effectively 
removed”, removed”, from “from “Commentary on Matthew”Commentary on Matthew” by  by 
Burton Coffman, page 59, 1977.Burton Coffman, page 59, 1977.



Matthew 5:17Matthew 5:17
► ““Inasmuch as the law was designed to bring the Jews to Inasmuch as the law was designed to bring the Jews to 

Christ, when that occurred, Jesus “took it out of the way, Christ, when that occurred, Jesus “took it out of the way, 
nailing it to the cross (Col. 2:14). nailing it to the cross (Col. 2:14). Thus, it is impossible for Thus, it is impossible for 
us to still be under itus to still be under it. We are “dead” to the law by the . We are “dead” to the law by the 
body of Christ (Rom. 7:4)…body of Christ (Rom. 7:4)…

► If Jesus did not take the law out of the way, or if he simply If Jesus did not take the law out of the way, or if he simply 
gave it real meaning, who will accept the inevitable gave it real meaning, who will accept the inevitable 
conclusion that conclusion that we must keep every jot and tittle of itwe must keep every jot and tittle of it? We ? We 
must conclude that Jesus fulfilled the law, that it served its must conclude that Jesus fulfilled the law, that it served its 
purpose by doing what it was intended to do, that Jesus purpose by doing what it was intended to do, that Jesus 
then took it out of the way, and then took it out of the way, and that we are now no longer that we are now no longer 
under it as a lawunder it as a law”, ”, from “from “Difficult Texts of the New Difficult Texts of the New 
Testament ExplainedTestament Explained” by W.T. Hamilton, page 94-95, 1981 ” by W.T. Hamilton, page 94-95, 1981 
44thth Annual Fort Worth Lectures. Annual Fort Worth Lectures.  



From “The Church studies the Old Testament for From “The Church studies the Old Testament for 
learning, but not law” by William Woodson at learning, but not law” by William Woodson at 

www.scriptureessay.comwww.scriptureessay.com

► The Old Testament law was given to a specific group of The Old Testament law was given to a specific group of 
people, the Jews, and was never said to have been given to people, the Jews, and was never said to have been given to 
anyone else, Christians included. God said to Moses, "...I have anyone else, Christians included. God said to Moses, "...I have 
made a covenant with thee, and with Israel" (Exodus 34:27). made a covenant with thee, and with Israel" (Exodus 34:27). 
The "children of Israel" were "to observe the sabbath The "children of Israel" were "to observe the sabbath 
throughout their generations" as a sign between "me (God) throughout their generations" as a sign between "me (God) 
and the children of Israel forever" (Ex. 31:16-17). God made and the children of Israel forever" (Ex. 31:16-17). God made 
the Mosaic covenant with the Jews of Moses' day, not with the Mosaic covenant with the Jews of Moses' day, not with 
others (Deuteronomy 5:1-3; Nehemiah 9:13-14)others (Deuteronomy 5:1-3; Nehemiah 9:13-14)

► The Old Testament law was only temporary and was, The Old Testament law was only temporary and was, 
consequently, to come to an endconsequently, to come to an end. Jeremiah foretold this fact . Jeremiah foretold this fact 
and the Hebrew writer declared its fulfillment (Jer. 31:31-34; and the Hebrew writer declared its fulfillment (Jer. 31:31-34; 
Heb. 8:6-13). God indicated that a new covenant, different Heb. 8:6-13). God indicated that a new covenant, different 
from the covenant through Moses, was to be given; the from the covenant through Moses, was to be given; the 
Hebrew writer set forth its accomplishment. He then Hebrew writer set forth its accomplishment. He then 
explained that in his day the old was "ready to vanish away" explained that in his day the old was "ready to vanish away" 
(Heb. 8:13) and that indeed "there is made of necessity a (Heb. 8:13) and that indeed "there is made of necessity a 
change of the law" (Heb. 7:12). (continued)change of the law" (Heb. 7:12). (continued)



From “The Church studies the Old Testament for From “The Church studies the Old Testament for 
learning, but not law” by William Woodson at learning, but not law” by William Woodson at 

www.scriptureessay.comwww.scriptureessay.com

► The Old Testament law was nailed to the cross of Christ and The Old Testament law was nailed to the cross of Christ and 
thereby was brought to an end as a law to guide God's peoplethereby was brought to an end as a law to guide God's people. . 
Paul declared that Christians are "dead to the law by the body Paul declared that Christians are "dead to the law by the body 
of Christ" and that this law was the law which said, "Thou of Christ" and that this law was the law which said, "Thou 
shalt not covet", i.e. the ten commandments law (Romans shalt not covet", i.e. the ten commandments law (Romans 
7:4,7). Elsewhere, Paul indicated that the veil which was 7:4,7). Elsewhere, Paul indicated that the veil which was 
"untaken away in the reading of the Old Testament ... is done "untaken away in the reading of the Old Testament ... is done 
away in Christ," the reason being it was "done away" (2 away in Christ," the reason being it was "done away" (2 
Corinthians 3:14,11). Christ "abolished in his flesh ... the law Corinthians 3:14,11). Christ "abolished in his flesh ... the law 
of commandments by the cross" (Ephesians 2:15-16). In fact, of commandments by the cross" (Ephesians 2:15-16). In fact, 
he was said to have removed the "handwriting of ordinances he was said to have removed the "handwriting of ordinances 
by nailing it to his cross" (Colossians 2:14).by nailing it to his cross" (Colossians 2:14).

► The result is, then, The result is, then, that the Old Testament as a law for God's that the Old Testament as a law for God's 
people was removed by the death of Christ. Christians, people was removed by the death of Christ. Christians, 
therefore, are not to observe the Old Testament as the law for therefore, are not to observe the Old Testament as the law for 
God's service today.God's service today.



From “Should Christians keep Old Testament From “Should Christians keep Old Testament 
laws?” at laws?” at www.beaconlight.co.ukwww.beaconlight.co.uk..  

► ““With regard to the Old Testament Law we know With regard to the Old Testament Law we know 
that the rules concerning holiness only applied to that the rules concerning holiness only applied to 
Israel. Gentiles from other nations had no chance of Israel. Gentiles from other nations had no chance of 
joining with God’s people in His presence – they joining with God’s people in His presence – they 
were left on the “outside” because they were were left on the “outside” because they were 
“unclean”. One of the reasons Jesus came was to “unclean”. One of the reasons Jesus came was to 
bring forgiveness and holiness to all who would bring forgiveness and holiness to all who would 
believe in him. So the Apostle Paul goes as far as to believe in him. So the Apostle Paul goes as far as to 
say that Jesus abolished the law when He died on say that Jesus abolished the law when He died on 
the cross (see the cross (see Ephesians 2:15Ephesians 2:15). What Paul means is ). What Paul means is 
that holiness is now given by God through faith in that holiness is now given by God through faith in 
Jesus Christ Jesus Christ rather than through keeping the rather than through keeping the 
commands of the Mosaic law.”commands of the Mosaic law.”

http://www.beaconlight.co.uk/
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ephesians%202.15


From “Are we to keep the Old Testament From “Are we to keep the Old Testament 

law?” at law?” at www.letusreason.orgwww.letusreason.org..  
► Here is what needs to be answered- did Jesus fulfill only the Here is what needs to be answered- did Jesus fulfill only the 

ceremonial law of Moses only or all of it? All these commands (613) ceremonial law of Moses only or all of it? All these commands (613) 
were the law, these are not just Moses ordinances. were the law, these are not just Moses ordinances. They were all They were all 
nailed to the cross and whatever was nailed there died with Christ. The nailed to the cross and whatever was nailed there died with Christ. The 
Old Testament law is no longer operational for the believerOld Testament law is no longer operational for the believer. Whatever . Whatever 
the apostles taught to the church were those commands to keep as a the apostles taught to the church were those commands to keep as a 
New Testament believer.New Testament believer.

► The Old Covenant of Moses is the primary focus of the Old Testament The Old Covenant of Moses is the primary focus of the Old Testament 
but it is not the initial covenant with Israel- the one with Abraham was but it is not the initial covenant with Israel- the one with Abraham was 
and the Mosaic covenant fulfills a number of its promises. The New and the Mosaic covenant fulfills a number of its promises. The New 
Covenant becomes the primary focus of the New Testament and is the Covenant becomes the primary focus of the New Testament and is the 
last covenant of the Bible because it reveals the grace of God through last covenant of the Bible because it reveals the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ to all mankind. It becomes the only way both Jews and Jesus Christ to all mankind. It becomes the only way both Jews and 
Gentiles are restored to GodGentiles are restored to God..

http://www.letusreason.org/


From “Saved by the Law?” by Timothy Morton From “Saved by the Law?” by Timothy Morton 

at at www.preservedwords.comwww.preservedwords.com..  

►““The simple fact is people in the Old The simple fact is people in the Old 
Testament were not saved like believers are Testament were not saved like believers are 
today in the present Church Age. Today one today in the present Church Age. Today one 
is saved only by faith in the work and shed is saved only by faith in the work and shed 
blood of Jesus Christ on the cross. Then, blood of Jesus Christ on the cross. Then, 
under the Dispensation of the Law, people under the Dispensation of the Law, people 
were saved by keeping the law God gave were saved by keeping the law God gave 
them through Moses until Christ's death them through Moses until Christ's death 
purchased their eternal redemption.” purchased their eternal redemption.” 

http://www.preservedwords.com/


From “The New Covenant” at From “The New Covenant” at 
www.godstenlaws.com.www.godstenlaws.com.

► ““Jesus accomplished in the new covenant what the Jesus accomplished in the new covenant what the 
old covenant was not adequate to do – defeat sin. old covenant was not adequate to do – defeat sin. 
The old covenant proved that sin was more The old covenant proved that sin was more 
powerful than the law. As soon as the law in the old powerful than the law. As soon as the law in the old 
covenant said, covenant said, “Thou shalt not...”“Thou shalt not...” mankind could  mankind could 
not resist temptation and the power of sin. Thus, not resist temptation and the power of sin. Thus, 
Israel ultimately broke the covenant. Sin Israel ultimately broke the covenant. Sin 
overpowered mankind, but Jesus overpowered sin. overpowered mankind, but Jesus overpowered sin. 
Israel was enslaved to sin, just as they had been Israel was enslaved to sin, just as they had been 
enslaved to Egypt hundreds of years earlier. Just as enslaved to Egypt hundreds of years earlier. Just as 
Moses (who was given the written old covenant) Moses (who was given the written old covenant) 
was the savior for Israel from captivity in Egypt; was the savior for Israel from captivity in Egypt; 
now Jesus (who was mediator of new covenant) now Jesus (who was mediator of new covenant) 
was the Savour for Israel (and all people) from was the Savour for Israel (and all people) from 
captivity to sin. captivity to sin. 

► The law's purpose was to expose sin (old covenant). The law's purpose was to expose sin (old covenant). 
Jesus purpose was to defeat sin (new covenant).”Jesus purpose was to defeat sin (new covenant).”



From Michael Hatcher at Bellview From Michael Hatcher at Bellview 
Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL.Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL.
► "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 

was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross" (Col. 2:14). 
"Handwriting of ordinances" refers to the Law of 
Moses. Paul says that the Law of Moses was 
"against us" in that it revealed sin to us and that we 
are guilty of sin, but there was no true forgiveness 
of sins under the Law. Thus it was "against us" and 
"contrary to us." Paul affirms that Jesus "took it out 
of the way" that is it is no longer the system of Law 
to which we are subject. Jesus nailed it to the cross 
and so it died with Him as He fulfilled it. 
(continued)



From Michael Hatcher at Bellview From Michael Hatcher at Bellview 
Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL.Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL.
► Some technical aspects: Paul uses 3 aorist participles to show Some technical aspects: Paul uses 3 aorist participles to show 

what Christ has done (completed action): (1) blotted out, (2) what Christ has done (completed action): (1) blotted out, (2) 
nailed it to the cross, and (3) spoiled principalities and nailed it to the cross, and (3) spoiled principalities and 
powers. However, "took" is perfect tense (action completed in powers. However, "took" is perfect tense (action completed in 
the past with continuing results) which stands in contrast to the past with continuing results) which stands in contrast to 
the aorist tenses. Thus He took the Law out of the way and it the aorist tenses. Thus He took the Law out of the way and it 
remains taken out of the way. The results of what Jesus did remains taken out of the way. The results of what Jesus did 
are permanent (which is contrary to some premillennialists are permanent (which is contrary to some premillennialists 
who say that the Law of Moses will be re-instituted). "Nailed" who say that the Law of Moses will be re-instituted). "Nailed" 
while an aorist participle is a modal emphasizing the means by while an aorist participle is a modal emphasizing the means by 
which the Law was taken out of the way.which the Law was taken out of the way.
This is a powerful statement showing the death of the Law of This is a powerful statement showing the death of the Law of 
Moses and they were freed from that Law so that the cross Moses and they were freed from that Law so that the cross 
could become the source for forgiveness, salvation, freedom, could become the source for forgiveness, salvation, freedom, 
and peace.”and peace.”



Typical Church of Christ view of the Typical Church of Christ view of the 
OT…OT…

► ““Men are under the authority of the law of Christ as Men are under the authority of the law of Christ as 
revealed in the New Testament.  The law of Moses revealed in the New Testament.  The law of Moses 
was in effect from the time of Mount Sinai until the was in effect from the time of Mount Sinai until the 
death of Christ.  It contained temporary laws and death of Christ.  It contained temporary laws and 
promises which have now been superseded by promises which have now been superseded by 
Christ’s “better covenant with better promises” Christ’s “better covenant with better promises” 
(Heb. 8:6).  We can still learn much from its (Heb. 8:6).  We can still learn much from its 
teachings, teachings, but the Old Testament is not the law by but the Old Testament is not the law by 
which men today will be judgedwhich men today will be judged.  Therefore, we .  Therefore, we 
must particularly look to the New Testament to must particularly look to the New Testament to 
understand God’s will and commands for our lives understand God’s will and commands for our lives 
today!” today!” 

► From From www.eddyvillechurchofchrist.comwww.eddyvillechurchofchrist.com, Eddyville, KY, Eddyville, KY

http://www.eddyvillechurchofchrist.com/


Typical Church of Christ view of the Typical Church of Christ view of the 
OT…OT…

► ““A gentile or non-Jew was never included as part of A gentile or non-Jew was never included as part of 
the Old Testament. He was not subject unto its the Old Testament. He was not subject unto its 
laws. The Jews (ie. descendants of Abraham and laws. The Jews (ie. descendants of Abraham and 
Sarah through Isaac and through Jacob) made up Sarah through Isaac and through Jacob) made up 
the priesthood and kingdom of Israel. The only way the priesthood and kingdom of Israel. The only way 
that a gentile could be a part of that covenant was that a gentile could be a part of that covenant was 
to become a Jewish proselyte. to become a Jewish proselyte. The Old covenant The Old covenant 
was given by God to govern Israel as a nation and was given by God to govern Israel as a nation and 
as a Kingdom. If the Old Testament was still in as a Kingdom. If the Old Testament was still in 
force, it would still apply to the Israelites only.”force, it would still apply to the Israelites only.”

► From From www.mooresvillechurchofchrist.orgwww.mooresvillechurchofchrist.org in Mooresville,  in Mooresville, 
NC.NC.

http://www.mooresvillechurchofchrist.org/


Morton St. Church of Christ statement of Morton St. Church of Christ statement of 
beliefs, by Travis Bookoutbeliefs, by Travis Bookout

► ““The Morton Street church of Christ believes in the importance The Morton Street church of Christ believes in the importance 
of the Old Testament, without binding the Laws of it on of the Old Testament, without binding the Laws of it on 
Christians today.  The Old Covenant was fulfilled by Christ Christians today.  The Old Covenant was fulfilled by Christ 
(Matthew 5:17, 18), abolished in His flesh (Ephesians 2:15), (Matthew 5:17, 18), abolished in His flesh (Ephesians 2:15), 
and is not bound on Christians today (Colossians 2:16).  and is not bound on Christians today (Colossians 2:16).  
Therefore, we do not practice Old Testament teachings on Therefore, we do not practice Old Testament teachings on 
animal sacrifices, tithing, burning incense, priestly robes, the animal sacrifices, tithing, burning incense, priestly robes, the 
Levitical priesthood, musical instruments, Jerusalem worship, Levitical priesthood, musical instruments, Jerusalem worship, 
Temple worship, capitol punishment, etcTemple worship, capitol punishment, etc.  These things were .  These things were 
“a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance “a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance 
belongs to Christ” (Colossians 2:17).  However, the Old belongs to Christ” (Colossians 2:17).  However, the Old 
Testament is still extremely important for us to learn from Testament is still extremely important for us to learn from 
(Romans 15:4), see examples of how God deals with His (Romans 15:4), see examples of how God deals with His 
people (1 Corinthians 10:6, 11; Hebrews 4:11), see and people (1 Corinthians 10:6, 11; Hebrews 4:11), see and 
develop faith in Christ (2 Timothy 3:15), and to be brought to develop faith in Christ (2 Timothy 3:15), and to be brought to 
Christ (Galatians 3:24, 25).” Christ (Galatians 3:24, 25).” 

► See at See at www.thelordsway.comwww.thelordsway.com. . 

http://www.thelordsway.com/


Conclusions…from “The Proper Usage of the Conclusions…from “The Proper Usage of the 
Old Testament” Old Testament” 

by Mike Willis at www.truthmagazine.com.by Mike Willis at www.truthmagazine.com.

► ““The Jews of the first century, rejected the Messiah-the Lord's The Jews of the first century, rejected the Messiah-the Lord's 
appointed sacrifice for sin. Having rejected the blood of Christ appointed sacrifice for sin. Having rejected the blood of Christ 
as the grounds for forgiveness, they were left with nothing as the grounds for forgiveness, they were left with nothing 
but the Old Testament law-a law with the divinely revealed but the Old Testament law-a law with the divinely revealed 
grace removed from it. Their only means of justification, grace removed from it. Their only means of justification, 
therefore, was perfect compliance with the statutes of that therefore, was perfect compliance with the statutes of that 
law. Furthermore, with the change in law, the conditions for law. Furthermore, with the change in law, the conditions for 
receiving God's grace were also changed. The one who does receiving God's grace were also changed. The one who does 
not comply with the conditions will not receive God's grace. not comply with the conditions will not receive God's grace. 
Paul assured the Jews who rejected Christ as the all-sufficient Paul assured the Jews who rejected Christ as the all-sufficient 
sacrifice for sin that they could not be justified by lawsacrifice for sin that they could not be justified by law (i.e.,  (i.e., 
perfect law keeping). Paul wrote, "Therefore we conclude that perfect law keeping). Paul wrote, "Therefore we conclude that 
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. 
3:28). "For as many as are of the works of the law are under 3:28). "For as many as are of the works of the law are under 
the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do 
them" (Gal. 3:10). (continued)them" (Gal. 3:10). (continued)



Conclusions…from “The Proper Usage of the Old Conclusions…from “The Proper Usage of the Old 
Testament” Testament” 

by Mike Willis at www.truthmagazine.com.by Mike Willis at www.truthmagazine.com.

►Inasmuch as the Christ has come, men Inasmuch as the Christ has come, men 
cannot be saved by obeying the law of cannot be saved by obeying the law of 
Moses. The Lord has replaced the Old Moses. The Lord has replaced the Old 
Testament covenant of grace which was Testament covenant of grace which was 
given to Israel with a superior covenant of given to Israel with a superior covenant of 
grace which is given to every manthe gospel grace which is given to every manthe gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Those who try to be justified of Jesus Christ. Those who try to be justified 
by the law of Moses reject the grace in by the law of Moses reject the grace in 
Jesus Christ and cannot be saved (Gal. Jesus Christ and cannot be saved (Gal. 
5:4).”5:4).”



Conclusions….what laws are we to Conclusions….what laws are we to 
follow today?follow today?

► ““When Jesus came to earth there were 613 When Jesus came to earth there were 613 
commandments in the Torah. One day a lawyer, Judaism’s commandments in the Torah. One day a lawyer, Judaism’s 
typical figure, tested Jesus with an inquiry regarding the typical figure, tested Jesus with an inquiry regarding the 
greatest commandment, Judaism's typical question. greatest commandment, Judaism's typical question. 
“Teacher,” he probed, “which is the greatest “Teacher,” he probed, “which is the greatest 
commandment in the law?” That question must have commandment in the law?” That question must have 
perplexed every man who took these rules seriously. Out perplexed every man who took these rules seriously. Out 
of these 613 commandments, which is the most of these 613 commandments, which is the most 
important?important?

► The scribes would say that the law of the Sabbath, or the The scribes would say that the law of the Sabbath, or the 
law of circumcision, was the most important. The priests law of circumcision, was the most important. The priests 
would insist that worship through the temple rituals and would insist that worship through the temple rituals and 
assigned holy days was the most important. The Pharisees assigned holy days was the most important. The Pharisees 
would argue that separation from everything that was not would argue that separation from everything that was not 
distinctly Jewish was the greatest command of the law. distinctly Jewish was the greatest command of the law. 
Jesus didn’t hesitate….” (continued)Jesus didn’t hesitate….” (continued)



Conclusions….what laws are we to Conclusions….what laws are we to 
follow today?follow today?

► ““You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And the second is like it, You shall and first commandment. And the second is like it, You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. love your neighbor as yourself. On these two On these two 
commandments depend all the law and the prophets.”commandments depend all the law and the prophets.”

► From “From “The New CommandmentThe New Commandment” by Joe Barnett, pages ” by Joe Barnett, pages 
149-150 of 1970 ACU Lectureships.149-150 of 1970 ACU Lectureships.

► These are the words of Jesus Christ himself. If I These are the words of Jesus Christ himself. If I 
love my neighbor, I will not rape, kill, steal from love my neighbor, I will not rape, kill, steal from 
him, etc. and if I love God with all my being, I will him, etc. and if I love God with all my being, I will 
honor, worship, and obey Him. There are 2, and honor, worship, and obey Him. There are 2, and 
only 2, commandments we are to follow. only 2, commandments we are to follow. 
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