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Introduction

     Many years ago I and my Brother in Christ Hal Snyder used to write a 
monthly publication by the same name as this one. We had readers across the 
U.S. We were able to keep it going for several years till the out of pocket 
expenses finally got to be to much for us to continue.

I have lost touch with Hal over the years and to be honest I am not sure he is 
even still with us. I had started publishing The Keys of the Kingdom out of my 
home in North Carolina for the small congregation there where I attended. I 
asked Hal if he would like to take part in helping by writing and helping make 
copies for anyone one interested in learning the truth. He agreed and off we 
went. 

In the early Ninety's I moved to Tennessee and Hal and I kept in touch and kept 
the publication going as long as we could. I am not sure how we actually became 
known in other parts of the country, it may have been by one of our readers 
sending it out to relatives in other states but we were sending our small 
publication to other congregations as far west as Montana.

I recently started a new website by the same name and have had great success 
with it in teaching the Gospel. I figured since the site went over so well I might 
try to restart this publication again only this time in PDF format. 

I have asked several Brothers to assist in helping with the writing and hope to 
build a large readership and following by those who love the Lord and want to 
learn. So here is the first edition Vol:1  #1 for your approval. May God richly 
bless all who read and learn of Him through this meager effort.

Jim Miller
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Voices From The Past

The Authority Of God
Ray Ferris
Racine, Wis.

As we spend a lifetime on this earth we are, and will yet be, faced with many 
problems. Where we will spend eternity depends upon how well we solve the 
problems of this life. It is not enough for us to arrive at an answer, we must come
to the proper answer. When we were given math problems in school it was not 
sufficient for us to write down just any figure as an answer. Neither was it 
sufficient for us to work long and diligently to solve the problem and yet arrive at
an answer that did not check with the answer book. We had not solved the 
problem until we arrived at the solution that was correct. Even so, until we 
arrive at the solutions to life's problems that will check- with the answer book - 
the bible, we have not solved the problems.

In view of the forgoing, there is one problem which takes priority over every 
other problem of life, and which will, when properly solved go a long way toward
solving every other problem of life. This is the problem of submission to the 
proper authority. If we can always keep the proper perspective with regard to 
authority, then it becomes only a matter of understanding what that proper 
authority over me desires.

In studying this problem, the first thing that is essential is an understanding of 
one supreme authority that governs every activity of the universe, and everyone 
therein. God made the heavens and the earth, and everything that is found 
within them. The record of this creation is found in Genesis, chapter one. Men of
old recognized this fact. In 2 Kings 19:15 and Isaiah 37:16 we read of Hezekiah's 
acknowledgment of this truth. In Acts 4:24 the apostles also affirm this thought. 
"Lord, thou art God, which has made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that
in them is . . ." Even the kings of heathen nations were made to understand this 
truth - 2 Chronicles 2:12.

Naturally if God made everything, then everything must belong to God. "Behold, 
the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the Lord's, thy God, the earth also, with 
all that therein is." Deut. 10:14. "Blessed be thou Lord God of Israel our father, 
for ever and ever. Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is 
thine; thine is the kingdom 0 Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. Both 
riches and honor come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is 
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power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto
all. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. But 
who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly 
after this sort? For all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our 
days on the earth God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." 2 Tim. 3:16-17. Again we read that "his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue . . ." 2 Peter 1:3, The 
Bible is all I need to make me everything God wants me to be. Jude tells us we 
"should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints." Verse 3. We need no new revelation, and Paul shows the uselessness of 
such in these words: "though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed." Gal. 1:8.

All authority is concentrated in the will of God which is revealed in his word, the 
Bible. May we use the principles that are found therein to guide us in the 
solution of life's problems, ever checking the answers we derive by the great 
Answer Book!

October 1956
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Noah and Me Pt. 1
First of a 3 part series

Scott Crawford
Clay, Alabama 

Genesis 6:22 - Thus Noah did; according to all
that God commanded him, so he did.

Noah and God had a relationship, and that relationship was special enough
for Noah to be saved during one of the darkest times of mankind.  So what was it
that made Noah so special?  Was Noah extra pretty, or smart, or righteous?  I 
think the answer lies in the verse above – thus Noah did.

We all know the story, terrible times when men were filled with evil.  
Genesis 6, verses 5 and 11 tell us that mankind was filled with evil and that evil 
was present in every thought.  Then, once God had decided to destroy the earth, 
Noah was the one person that God decided would be saved (Genesis 6:8).  So 
God spoke to Noah (Genesis 6:13) and told him to build an ark that would carry 
him, his family, and a sample of all the animals of the earth through the coming 
flood.  Then the rains start, after Noah is about 600 years old, and the Bible says 
that God shut Noah in (Genesis 7:16).  Close your eyes and imagine the inside of 
the ark for a moment; a creaky wooden ark, lit on the lower decks by lamps or 
torches, the smell of animals – not a pleasure cruise.  

       Up and down, up and down – a floating barn moves through the dark waters 
that cover the earth up to 15 cubits (about 22 feet) above the highest mountain.  
40 days and 40 nights of rain pounding on the top of the ark, and then, after 
another 150 days, something very special happens and God remembers Noah 
(Genesis 8:1).  Another 150 days, or about a year from the start of this journey, 
Noah goes out of the ark (Genesis 8:18) with his wife and family and all the 
animals that rode with him, and the first thing that Noah does is build an altar to
the Lord.  The  Bible says that the sacrifice that Noah offered was a “soothing 
aroma” before God.

     Finally, after all that happened, the Bible says the God does another thing for 
Noah – a very special and wonderful thing for Noah – He blesses him (Genesis 
9:1).

Now, what were those things that happened between God and Noah?
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1. Noah finds grace in God’s eyes – Genesis 6:8.
2. God speaks to Noah – Genesis 6:13.
3. God shuts Noah in – Genesis 7:16.
4. God remembers Noah – Genesis 8:1.
5. Noah leaves the ark – Genesis 8:18.
6. God blesses Noah – Genesis 9:1.

Wow, Noah, what a great man in the history of mankind, even mentioned in the 
“role call of the faithful” in the 11th chapter of Hebrews.  Wouldn’t it be great if 
we could be more like Noah?  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could have a 
relationship like Noah did with God: to be close to God, to be chosen by God, to 
have a grand purpose for the Lord like saving mankind?  There are those that say
we will never be able to be like Noah, but I say we can, and we are.

Noah finds grace in God’s eyes.

Look at the first point, and notice that when the earth was filled with evil, 
Noah finds grace in God’s eyes.  We also, like Noah, live on an earth that is filled 
with men and women that have no thought for the good things of God.  We live 
in the last times, a Christian dispensation, and like II Timothy 3:1 - 5 says; we 
live in perilous times.  Men are lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 
proud, and blasphemous.  Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a 
form of godliness but at the same time denying the power of God.  Paul tells 
Timothy to turn away from such people.  This is the time that we live in – a time 
punctuated by a human race in which more people are lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God.  Our world is filled with no less the amount of evil as those 
olden times.  Any type of pleasure you can imagine can be found today.  Any 
perverted wish your heart can dream can be fulfilled.  Our world seethes with 
sin, and it seeps out all around us like purulent drainage from an infected 
wound.  And yes – I wanted that visual to be distasteful in the extreme.

     But do you know what Paul says to the Romans about our relationship to God 
through Jesus; that we have received grace (Romans 1:5).  We, like Noah, have 
found grace in the eyes of God.  God knows us, and wants us to come unto Him. 
Peter tells us in II Peter 3:9 that the Lord is longsuffering, so that none should 
perish.  Perish here means to fall short and spend our eternity in hell, banished 
from the presence of the Lord.  We have found grace in the eyes of God.  We are 
a special people because God loves us – He loves everyone (John 3:16), although 
not everyone accepts that love. We are a special people because we are the 
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children of God – everyone is His child (I John 3:1), although not everyone 
acknowledges that.  We are a special people because like Ephesians 1:4 says; we 
were chosen from before the foundation of the world to be holy and without 
blame before God through Jesus Christ.  The entire human race has a potential 
to be holy, to be without blame, to be part of God’s nation through Jesus, 
because God has bestowed His wonderful grace on mankind.  When Paul was 
hurting, and something was going wrong in his life, God told him, in II 
Corinthians 12:9, that His grace was sufficient.  That grace that was sufficient for
Paul is also sufficient for you and me.  

We have found grace in the eyes of God, just like Noah.
We are special to God, just like Noah.
God wants us to be saved from the storm, just like Noah.

God speaks to Noah.

I hesitate to even go into this topic because there are those that believe that
unless you hear the voice of God, God is not speaking to you.  Rubbish.  God 
spoke to Noah, and He speaks to us today.  Just like the Bible says in Hebrews 
1:1; that in these last days God speaks to us by Jesus, who has revealed the true 
and acceptable will of God to us.  Jesus said it over and over, in Mathew 11:15; 
13:9; 13:16; 13:43; and 15:10 – that if you have ears, listen and understand.  
These verses from Mathew are but a small sampling of the same words in the 
other Gospels.  Not only that, but in Mathew 17:5; Mark 9:7; and Like 9:35 God 
Himself spoke from the heavens and said, “This is my beloved son, Hear Him.”  
The words of Jesus are life to us, and we are called to listen to Him.  Jesus has 
revealed the mystery of eternal life to us and by those words we will live – we 
ride through the storm of this life by those words.  Jesus spoke the everlasting 
words of God, and those same words are now available to us through the Bible.  

God speaks to us through the Bible – and maybe that is not as directly as 
some would like, as when God spoke to Noah, or Moses; but God’s words still 
hold the same amount of authority today, via the words written by the inspire 
men of God.  II Timothy 3:16 tells us the words of the Bible are given by 
inspiration of God, and are profitable for us for doctrine, or to live by.  The Bible 
is profitable for us for reproof, or to judge by.  The Bible is profitable for us for 
correction, or to be guided by and hear the discipline of God.  The Bible is 
profitable for us for instruction, or to learn by.  The Bible is filled with the 
wisdom of God so that we – like Noah – can be equipped for every good work.

     I John 3:5 says that the message that was heard from Jesus, has been 
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declared to us.  We have been told what has been said.  John also says that if we 
want to know that we know Him, we will keep His commandments.  Noah was 
told to build an ark; so long, so wide, and so high.  The ark was to be made out of
gopher wood, and to be pitched inside and out, and to have a door and a 
window.  Do you think if Noah had said maybe not quite so long, or that four 
floors would have been better than three, that the ark would have worked?  
Absolutely not.  Noah was given specific instructions on how to be saved, and so 
are we – no matter how much some men will say otherwise.  The instructions are
there, in the Bible, written in a manner that we can understand if we “rightly 
divide” the words of truth.

God speaks to us, just like Noah.
God tells us we can be saved, just like Noah.

          God instructs us in the path of salvation, just like Noah.

To be continued in our next edition

Click Here View The Videos
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PEACE WITHIN

Cougan Collins
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

As Christians, we can become so busy in our daily lives and in our pursuit of 
success that we lose our focus on God. Notice what David wrote:

Psalm 131:1 A Song of Ascents. Of David. LORD, my heart is not haughty, Nor 
my eyes lofty. Neither do I concern myself with great matters, Nor with things 
too profound for me.  2 Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, Like a weaned 
child with his mother; Like a weaned child is my soul within me.  3 O Israel, hope
in the LORD From this time forth and forever.

If anyone deserved to be haughty, it would have been David. After all, he was 
king of Israel and was chosen by God. However, he had learned not to be 
haughty or lofty. We need to understand that if we make ourselves, the positions 
we hold, and what we can do our priorities, then we are setting ourselves up for 
failure because these things will never last. As we try to maintain these things, 
we will never have the rest or the peace that God wants us to enjoy. 

David also had learned not to concern himself with great matters or we could say
with high positions. If we focus on be successful according to the world, then we 
are always going to be concerned about rising up in the ranks to have a higher 
paying job with more power. While there is certainly nothing wrong with being a
good worker and receiving promotions, think about how much more peaceful it 
will be for you if you do not worry about it and you simply put your trust in God 
and keep doing your best. Many times, those who give their employers their best 
will be promoted. So, you can have the best of both worlds. Peace and possibly 
promotions. As Paul said:

Romans 12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on
high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

David also did not concern himself with things that were too profound for him, 
such as the secret things of God. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those 
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things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.
 
There are many things about God and His ways that we do not know. We could 
waste a lot of time worrying about those things, but it would be pointless. As 
Paul said:

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

We should focus on what God has given us in His Word because that is more 
enough for us to handle without trying to bring in all the other things we wished 
we knew. Since David learned to be humble and not to concern himself about 
high things, he was able to have a calm and quite soul. He compares this to a 
weaned child. If anyone has weaned a child or been around those who did, you 
know it's a difficult transition for the young child. That child’s world will be 
turned upside down during the process. He will not be happy, he will cry, and 
become very frustrated, but eventually he moves on and is able to be at peace. 

The same thing happens to us. If we are focused on living our lives like the world
and we try to wean ourselves from worldly ways, we are not going to happy, we 
might cry, and become very frustrated, but once we get used to the idea, we too 
can move on and have a calm and quite soul because we realize we do not have 
to be like the world or concern ourselves with such things. David tells us how to 
do this:

3 O Israel, hope in the LORD From this time forth and forever.

If you really want to experience the inner peace that comes from being a child of 
God, then you must learn to put your trust in God and hope in Him. Sometimes, 
we have trust issues, but until you can learn to give yourself completely over to 
God, you will not experience the true peace that God wants you to have. Paul 
gives us this advice:

Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;  7 and 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. 
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We serve a wonderful and powerful God who wants to be part of our lives and 
wants us to really appreciate the blessings that come from being a child of God. I
hope you will learn from what David wrote, so that you can experience the 
wonderful peace that God can bring to your life. 

Basic Bible Course 

Basic Bible Course – Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

Each lesson has been reformatted. This reformatting will allow 
students to complete the course via the Internet or to download the 
files to a computer and use them as study guides.

Click Here To Take The Corse

Something To Think About

What has your past life been? With many, youth is a mistake,
middle age a losing struggle, and old age spent in regret. Quite

frankly, if most of us could live our lives over we would make some
drastic changes. However, our past is compared to "water spilt on
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again . . ." (2 Sam. 14:14).

Since it is impossible to recall the past and live it over, let us be
"forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto

those things which are before . . ." (Phil. 3:13). 
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Culture or Scripture

Pat McIntosh
Cleburne, Texas 

In the Lord’s church, “change” in worship practices and other areas continues. 
We have been realizing and attempting to deal with these changes for decades. 
In essence, as Solomon indicated, “there is nothing new under the sun” (Eccl. 
1:9). A current trend introduces and allows practices based on cultural 
acceptance. In other words, a practice may be performed in one place, but not 
another simply because of culture. In this writer’s opinion, in many issues that 
which is deemed acceptable passes the test of acceptability because of cultural 
acceptance rather than allowing God’s word to determine whether or not 
something should be practiced.

The online version of the Merriam-Webster Dictionary provides the following as 
one of the definitions for culture: The customary beliefs, social forms, and 
material traits of a racial, religious or social group; also: the characteristic 
features of everyday existence (as diversion or way of life) shared by people in a 
place or time. Let us look at a few examples of those things that may be partaken
of or practiced based on location or cultural situation. I proudly profess that I 
am a “southerner.” I like grits with my eggs (I like a little mayo with mine, but 
some prefer butter). Sweet tea is its own food group here. We are said to have a 
little more “laid back” lifestyle. We like our barbecue. We pronounce words 
differently (often dragging words out and adding more syllables just by the way 
we pronounce our vowels). And, yes, “y’all” is a real word and is totally accepted 
in this culture.

This is all well and good as it relates to purely secular matters. However, that is 
not what we are discussing here. A problem arises when we indicate that those 
things of a cultural nature supplant what God’s word reveals as an acceptable 
practice or doctrine. As an illustration of what I am attempting to get across, I 
want to relate a few things that are culturally acceptable in Tanzania. If culture 
were the sole determining factor as to the viability of a practice or doctrine, 
notice what would be considered acceptable there.

• It is acceptable for a man to know that his wife is capable of bearing him 
children before they marry. 
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Therefore, premarital sex is defended on a cultural basis.
• Polygamy is practiced and is culturally acceptable.
• The Massai tribe drinks cow’s blood mixed with milk as a religious practice.
• Numerous groups, including the Massai, dance as a part of their “worship.”
• It was discovered that, at one of our brotherhood schools of preaching, a 
student’s wife made an alcoholic drink called “pombe.” That practice was 
defended as culturally acceptable if one didn’t drink it themselves.
• Robert Stapleton, while working as a missionary there, related a conversation 
with a man who said, “If you will allow us to drink and have multiple wives, the 
church will grow.”

Notice things that are becoming more culturally accepted in this country. If 
culture is our guide, how long before these are deemed acceptable? Gambling is 
on the increase. Not only are there numerous casinos, but the purchase of lottery
tickets and raffle tickets is on the increase, even among members of churches of 
Christ. Unless one has been totally oblivious to news of recent months, we see 
that calls for gay marriage continue to be heard. This will be a case that Supreme
Court will decide. If that becomes culturally acceptable, what will our approach 
be? Recently, a congregation in Abilene, TX decided to open a “bar church.” It is 
alright though, because it was announced that they could not serve drinks during
services (notice that tongue is planted fully in cheek).

This writer acknowledges that some will say that these are extremes and 
therefore ridiculous. However, let’s not be too hasty to rush to such a judgment. 
If the “cultural door” is opened (allowing practices because of cultural 
acceptability) where will it end? If handclapping during singing in worship or in 
response to something a preacher says is deemed acceptable because of the 
culture, then other considerations can be made based on other cultural 
conditions.

What we must consider is that culture has never been allowed to supersede or 
trump God’s will as revealed in Scripture. Adam and Eve set a cultural precedent
by wearing fig leaves after “discovering they were naked.” That was not 
acceptable to God and further instruction and provision resulted in more 
suitable attire. Numerous Scriptures show that it is God’s will, either delegated 
to Christ or penned through inspiration, that serves as the sole basis for the 
acceptability of a doctrine or practice. Jesus said that “all authority” had been 
given to Him (Matt. 28:18). Paul related that everything we do must be done 
based on such authority (Col. 3:17). 

14



The Bereans were considered more “noble or fair-minded” because they 
searched the Scriptures to ascertain if something was authoritative (Acts 17:11).

What must our approach to such matters be? Again, we look to Scripture for the 
answer. John indicated that we should “test the spirits”, to see if they are of God”
(1 Jno. 4:1). Paul instructed those in Thessalonica to “test all things” and to “hold
fast that which is good” (1 Thes. 5:21-22). In other words, anything and 
everything that we do should pass the test of Scripture for its approval rather 
than using a man-made standard such as cultural acceptance.

May we be those who search the Scriptures and operate on God’s authority on 
these matters. If we deem something to be an expedient or a cultural situation, 
let’s be sure that the Scriptures authorize a practice before we engage in such 
things. This writer has long operated on a simple perspective: there is a way that 
can always be right and never be wrong. May we be those who seriously consider
such things and determine that what is being done has God’s “stamp of 
approval” regardless of what man deems acceptable.

Click Here To Visit Cloyd's Page
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Pink and Blue

Archie R. Green
Glenn Heights, Texas 

 There has never been a greater need in our American society than right now to 
instruct our children on what God has willed for their lives. The threat to our 
nation’s moral core and home structure is under immense pressure. Ban on gay 
marriage has been repealed in 17 states so far and is knocking on Texas’ door 
even as we speak. More counties in every territory go “wet” each year as capital’s 
coffers look to enlarge. In 2009, 76% of all children born in the United States 
were born to single parents. 

The divorce rate has gone down, but don’t start cheering just yet…the number of 
couples simply just living together has increased over 200%. The overwhelming 
thought in our country is that the “ideal” of marriage is antiquated at best and 
these “traditions” no longer serve a new and “more educated” generation. In 
addition to all of that, a recent poll showed that only 46% of Americans accept 
the idea of Intelligent Design. God as Creator can only be taught as a theory if 
allowed to be taught at all in our school classrooms. And evolution has moved 
past theory to “textbook approved” and the “only viable” reason for man’s 
existence. Some have even declared evolution as a religion. Six literal days still 
challenge our faith inside and outside of the Church. The list goes on and every 
concerned person who claims the name of Christ should be troubled. In my 
humble opinion, the root of all these ills goes back to the beginning and the first 
teachings we received or what we should have received. 

There was a time in this great nation that you could go to ANY hospital at ANY 
time when a baby was first born and that child if a girl was wrapped in pink and 
that child if a boy would be swaddled in blue. What a concept! 

Pink for girls and blue for boys. 
It not only allowed for a parent to recognize easily the sex of their child, but I 
personally accept the fact that the teaching of God’s intention had already 
begun. The Bible states this pattern in Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them.” God set in motion an eternal doctrine of the husband and his wife…long 
before the Mosaic Dispensation and long before the Christian Dispensation. It 
cannot be undermined. It cannot be undone. Society and religious bodies can 
argue their personal points, but when reasoned correctly within the confines of 
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God’s word, marriage is what it is…an institution given of God intended for a 
man and a woman. Period. Matthew 19:4-6 

The latest ESPN news brings this to light. Michael Sam is being lauded as the 
“Jackie Robinson” of his generation. Words like champion, hero, brave and 
courageous now flood the networks in description of his coming out and trying 
to become the first openly gay athlete to be drafted into the NFL. Two issues and
neither of them have to do with Michael the person, God loves all of humanity 
and we are commanded to love all of humanity as well. Galatians 6:10 First of 
all, no matter how great of an athlete he is, no matter how good of a heart he 
owns HIS LIFESTYLE PLACES HIM OUTSIDE THE GRACE OF GOD.

Secondly, no matter how much society thinks he is brave or valiant, no matter 
how much applause they give him for his stance, no matter how many newscasts 
suggest love has no judgments to it HIS ACTIONS CONDEMN HIM. And it 
condemns us as well if we disregard clear Bible teaching on the subject. II John 
9-11 We can feel for him and we can pray for him, and others like him, but we 
cannot condone his walk of life. I feel for him personally, but all of us have our 
own cross to bear. Luke 9:23 But God demands that all of us turn our life over to 
His Son. Acts 17:30-31 Our children must learn and commit themselves to being 
pink or blue…not a combination or having a reversed role. They deserve and God
definitely deserves much better. God Bless.

We are a group of Christians who desire to ensure that our New
England Christian Camp, Gander Brook, continues to provide a

place for wholesome recreation and spiritual growth for our
families. Click Here To Learn More
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Come Ye Out

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

2Co 6:17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

2Co 6:18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

In this day and age when apostasy and heresy seem to fill every corner of our 
world, isn't it a wonderful assurance to know that if we will but come out from 
among those in the world and follow the Savior that we too will be sons and 
daughters of the most high God?

Dear Reader, the scriptures are filled with assurances of a loving God who wants 
all to be saved so much so that He sent Christ to die for us even though we were 
and are not worthy. However, this love and salvation are predicated upon our 
willingness to come out of the world and live our lives according to His will.

Coming out of the world is what most people do not want to do. They get caught 
up chasing the almighty dollar the new cars the fancy TV's and electronics along 
with the big house and all that goes with it. Coming out of the world and coming 
to Christ requires the we give up our cares for all these things. We see the same 
thing to day as they did in the first century look at the case of the rich young 
ruler. 

Mat 19:16  And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 
Mat 19:17  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good

but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments. 

Mat 19:18  He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear 
false witness, 

Mat 19:19  Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 

Mat 19:20  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my
youth up: what lack I yet? 
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Mat 19:21  Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come and follow me. 

Mat 19:22  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

Mat 19:23  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich
man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Mat 19:24  And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

Here we see a young man more interested in keeping his worldly goods than 
securing a home in heaven and we see the warning form the Lord that those who
cling to the world will not reach that home either. How many of us who are 
Christians still fall from time to time because we lose focus. 

Are we not instructed to keep watch over our hearts. Col 3:2  Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth. Col 3:3  For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God. 

Folks there is nothing you can obtain in this world that is as precious as the 
home you will receive form God come the end of time here. You must come out 
from among those of this world and cling to the hope given you by the Lord. 
Once you come out of the world then turn your attention to helping and teaching
other to do the same. There is nothing more rewarding than bringing someone 
to Christ. To watch them come out of the world and turn to the Lord is a glorious
sight. Amen! 

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free software

package. Click Here 
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The Future of the Local Church

Robert Alexander
DeFuniak Springs, Florida 

The church of Christ is a divine institution. It is not a product of man’s 
design or thoughts as some have averred through the years and as some still do. 
To study the pages of God’s word is to study about the church belonging to the 
Christ (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22,23) in purpose (Eph. 3:9-11), prophecy (Isa. 2:1-ff;
Dan. 2:1-ff; etc...), preparation (study the work of John the Baptizer), promise 
(Matt. 16:18) and purchase (Acts 20:28). There is but one Scripturally 
authorized church and that is the ONE body belonging to the Christ (Eph. 
1:22,23; 4:4; 1 Cor. 12:12-27) as seen in the pages of the New Testament. 

When one obeys the Gospel through hearing the word and believing it (Rom. 
10:17), repenting of sin (Lk. 13:3), confessing faith that Jesus is the Christ the 
Only Begotten Son of God (Rom. 10:9,10) and is buried with Him in baptism 
into His death, contacting His cleansing blood by faith (Rom. 6:3,4; Col. 2:12) 
they enter into the state of salvation having gotten into Christ in baptism (Gal. 
3:27; Acts 4:12 and are added by Christ Himself to His church (Acts 2:47; Col. 
1:13).  Thus, to become a Christian is to become a member of the church of 
Christ (the name of which denotes possession–“the church belonging to Christ”).

As members of the body of Christ, we are members universally (the church as a 
whole–Christians worldwide who have obeyed the Gospel) and locally (the 
church in a specific location such as here at College Ave.)

As Christians today, no matter how long we have been children of God, it is 
because of the labors and love of faithful Christians of past years that has made 
it possible for local congregations of the body of Christ to exist today. Without 
the hard work from faithful Christians of past years in establishing and 
maintaining local congregations we would not be here today to enjoy, appreciate 
and to continue in their ‘labors of love.’ 

As Christians, do we consider really what the future holds for the church locally. 
What will our local congregation (s) look like 5 years from now? 10 years from 
now? 20? 50? 100? WE, individually, will play a part in determining the answer 
to this important question. How can we then, make sure, the future is bright for 
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our congregation so that it will remain strong and faithful and maintaining the 
right influence in our neighborhood and community? I want to suggest to you 
three ways by which we can ensure the future will be bright. 

The future of the local church will be bright if we possess 
the right ATTITUDES.  

A primary reason why local churches struggle is the attitudes of her members 
are wrong. Far too often as Christians do we have the ‘I can’t’ mindset or a ‘fear 
of failure.’ Brethren, can you imagine where the church would be if those 1st 
century Christians possessed the dispositions we at times possess today?  
Instead of thinking and reacting negatively and pessimistically may we always 
strive to say “I can” (cf. Phil. 4:13) and “I will.” We should always say “I can and I
will do the best that I can to serve God.” That is all that God desires of us is our 
best. Nothing more nothing less. We will do our best when our love for God, our 
brethren, and the lost is where it needs to be. If we truly love the church then we 
will strive to do all that we can as members of the precious bride of Christ. This 
begins with our attitudes.
 

The future of the local church will be bright if we have 
the right AIMS.  

Personally, we all have different aims or goals we wish to meet in our lives. As 
members of the body of Christ, we must all work together for the good of the 
whole, that is, we must have the same aims in order to be successful. What 
should our aims be as members of the body of Christ locally, as well as 
universally? Let us briefly consider two. 

Our primary aim must  be to preach the Gospel to a lost and dying world which 
is the reason as to why Christ told us to ‘go’ and ‘preach’ (Mk. 16:15; Matt. 
28:18). It isn’t our responsibility to convert the lost, but it is our responsibility to
preach the truth to the lost because the power to convert is in the message itself 
(Rom. 1:16; 2 Thess. 2:14). When we preach and teach those with good and 
honest hearts, the rest will occur in due order (1 Cor. 3:9b–it is God who gives 
the increase; Isa. 55:11). “Into our Hands” the Gospel has been given. The aim 
therein of the preaching of the Gospel:is to proclaim it powerfully, entirely, 
uncompromisingly and lovingly (Eph. 4:15). 

Another aim should be to strengthen the members of the local church. 
Fellowship  one with another should be a priority for all faithful Christians. 
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Fellowship one with another strengthens our faith and helps us know that we are
all in this together. It edifies us. This occurs not only when we visit with one 
another in other’s homes, but also when we come together as the church to 
worship God. Preaching, singing, praying are other avenues by which we are 
strengthened in the most holy of faith. If the local church is to have a bright and 
strong future it will be because she has a strong membership. 

The ultimate aim of the local church should be to help one another get to 
heaven. This aim is demonstrated when her members strive to fulfill the two 
aims as has just been discussed. 

The future of the local church will be bright if we have 
the right ACTIONS.

  
Faithfulness is the prerequisite in order for heaven to be our home (Rev. 2:10). 
Faithfulness is based on our actions to God in this life. If we worship RIGHT our 
actions will be RIGHT (Jn. 4:24). If we preach RIGHT our actions will be RIGHT
(2 Tim. 4:2; Acts 20:28). If we live RIGHT (Rom. 12:1,2; Jas. 1:27; 1 Pet. 1:15,16),
then our actions will be RIGHT. If we think RIGHT our actions will be RIGHT (2
Cor. 10:5).  If our actions are off in any way in the aforementioned areas then we 
will not be faithful to God. If we are not faithful then we must make the required 
changes necessary in order to be faithful to God once more. 
As Christians today, we ought to be thankful for the faithful who have gone 
before us who have made it possible for us to be where we are. Let us strive to 
emulate their example of godly living and service. Remember, we are making 
history today, what we are doing with and in our lives now is what history will 
remember us by tomorrow. This is the challenge for us today. The future of the 
Lord’s church locally will be determined by how we–individually as Christians 
and collectively as members of the body-- conduct ourselves in the here and 
now.

Leo Woodman
Works at Kittery church of Christ
Attends Sunset International Bible 
Institute. Lives in Kittery Maine

Click Here To Visit Blog

22

http://thegospelbeacon.blogspot.com/


Bearing Fruit 

Leo Woodman
Kittery, Maine

So as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit 
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. Colossians 1:10 ESV

There are a several things to consider when we read this verse. Is our walk fully 
pleasing to the Lord, are we bearing fruit and are we increasing in our 
knowledge of God? Paul isn’t applying a litmus test here, he just wants his 
readers to consider their walk in the Lord.

We all should consider our walk with the Lord on a regular basis, because how 
we walk is how we are relating to our Lord. It is important for believers to be 
living a lifestyle that is pleasing  to the Lord, fruitful and that shows growth in 
knowledge of God and His ways.

All this really hinges on our growing knowledge of God and His ways. Certainly 
the best way to grow in that knowledge is to be in His word, because that is 
where we will find Him. The fullest knowledge we can gather concerning God’s 
nature and love is to study the ministry of Jesus. As we study Jesus we learn 
more and more about a lifestyle that is truly pleasing to God.

If we want to be fruitful in every good work we must be reflecting our knowledge 
of God in our walk. Our lives must be modeled after Jesus. Our ways must be His
ways. We want Our heavenly Father to be pleased with us, and if we are going to 
be pleasing we must follow Jesus, of whom God said  “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.”

So today, let’s decide to grow in our knowledge of God by studying the lifestyle 
that Jesus walked in. So that when we stand before God he will claims us as His 
child with whom He is well pleased.

Something To Think About

If you want to get the truth on a subject the best place to go is directly to the 
source. For example, if you want to find out how your car runs, go to the 
manufacturer who made it. If you want to know about a building go to the 
man who built it. Likewise, the best way to get the truth concerning the church 
is go directly to the source, the author, the builder of the church, Jesus Christ. 
Since we have the mind of God revealed to us through His word simply go ask 
the author. 
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The Thief's baptism

Tim Bench
Abilene, Texas

Many today in various denominations seem compelled to argue that baptism is 
not “mandatory” as a matter of salvation (or was simply “cultural” in nature in 
the first century, those who cling to salvation as a command are “legalistic”, 
etc.). 

Those who argue that baptism for the remission of sin is NOT a necessity 
for salvation will often cite the example of the “Thief on the Cross”. The purpose 
of this brief article will be to clearly demonstrate that such logic is inherently 
flawed for a plethora of reasons (only two of which we will discuss) and that the 
New Testament clearly states, infers, and dictates that baptism is indeed a 
prerequisite for the eternal salvation of a Christian. In short, the example of the 
Thief on the Cross in no way negates the absolute necessity of baptism, as we 
will see. 

This famous story appears in Matthew 27:38-39,44 as well as Luke 23:39-
43. The Luke version seems to be the source of modern anti-baptism sentiment; 
we read that “Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, 
saying, "If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us." But the other, answering, 
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same 
condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong." Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom." And Jesus said to him, 
"Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."

Thus, many today argue, is revealed the PROOF that baptism is NOT a 
necessity (despite Acts 22:16,  John 3:5, John 3:22, Mark 1:4-11, Acts 2:38, Mark
16:16, etc.). The thief was not baptized (the argument goes) and yet was told by 
Jesus he would be saved, correct? 

Let us look briefly at 2 reasons that this argument is inaccurate….

7. The thief died under the old covenant, not the covenant of the 
New Testament. Christ himself lived under the Mosaic Law (see 
Matthew 5:17,18) and likewise instructed His disciples to observe 
it. (see Matthew 23:1-3.)  The old covenant was abolished with the
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death of Jesus Christ (see Colossians 2:12-17), which was after the
thief's repentance and forgiveness by Jesus.  Baptism symbolizes 
our selfish desires having "died with Christ" (Romans 6:1-10).  So,
how could the thief have possibly been baptized into Christ's 
death when Christ had not even died yet?  

Baptism in Jesus' name was not a commandment until after His death on 
the cross. It first appears as a command in Jesus' great commission, which 
occurred after the death and resurrection (see Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15-16).  Thus, the thief's baptism example is irrelevant to Christians 
today because he was saved under a different law (the “old” law) wherein 
baptism had not yet even been commanded. 

8. We know almost nothing about this “thief”……we do not know his 
history, his hometown, his occupation, his family genealogy, his 
supposed “crime”, nor do we even know his name. 

With such scant information, how can we possibly presume to know if he 
had been baptized or not?? Is it not equally (or even more) likely that he 
HAD been baptized? Why is his baptism not being mentioned proof for 
many that he had not been baptized?

We do know that many came to hear John the Baptist preaching (see 
Matthew 3:5-6) and we likewise know from scripture that many were thus 
baptized. It is indeed possible that this unnamed thief MAY have been a 
part of the throng that heard and received John the Baptizer’s message. He
may have been baptized or he may not have been……we simply do not 
know, but decrees based on this scenario that baptism is “optional” when 
we have no idea if this man had been baptized or not seems to be a wild 
reach.  Considering the remainder of the New Testament dictates on 
baptism, it seems equally, if not more valid, to presume he HAD been 
baptized. 

Repeatedly throughout the New Testament, the absolute and 
paramount importance of baptism is emphasized (perhaps most directly in 
Mark 16:16). Why would a command which is seen and read over and over 
suddenly and inexplicably be tossed aside with the Thief on the Cross story?? 
And would such a sudden shift in the importance of baptism not, by 
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definition, make both the Apostles and Jesus Christ Himself liars??

My hope is that people who seriously desire to study the Bible and the 
inspired message of salvation contained therein will, with an open heart and 
mind, see that baptism is NOT “optional”, but is one of the five “steps” to 
salvation (i.e. hear, believe, repent, confess, baptism) for each of us. 

Click Here To View Sit And Watch The Videos
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BAPTISM
William Hayes
Taylor, Michigan 

This subject is one of the most debated issue's in the Christian community today.
Most church's denominational and non-denominational practice some form of 
baptism. Some church's sprinkle, or pour in baptism. The word "baptize" means 
to "dip or "immerse" into water. 

Believer's baptism:

Believer's baptism called "credo baptism is the Christian practice of baptism and
is understood by many Protestant church's, especially those that descend from 
the Anabaptist tradition. A person is baptized on the basis of his or her 
profession of  faith in Jesus Christ and as admission into a local community of 
faith or congregation. 

Theology:

Christians believe that baptism is the saving grace and church membership are 
gifts from God by the recipient's faith and cannot be imparted or transferred 
from one person to another by sacraments such as baptism. These beliefs render 
infant baptism meaningless within their belief system. Because infants cannot 
hear or believe the Gospel message and understand it. Credo Baptists have 
differing views concerning children who are too young to profess faith. 
( Matthew 19:14; Mark 10:14; Luke 18:16). 

Believer's baptism held by the Baptist Evangelicals state that baptism has no 
saving effect, but to be an public expression of faith. Other Christian groups say 
baptism has a salvation value. The Church's of Christ stated that immersion in 
baptism is necessary part of salvation without one  cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God. 
( Matthew 16:16; John 3:3-5; 1st Peter 3:21). In Acts chapter 2, Peter's sermon to
the Jews, pricked the hearts of 3000 souls and they were baptized into the 
Kingdom of God on that Day of Pentecost. 

Arguments for Credo baptism:

Advocates of believer's baptism argue that the New Testament does not state 
instances of infant baptism. The early church required that the person being 
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baptized must have a conscious deliberate faith in Jesus Christ. Defenders of 
infant baptism refer to the book of Acts saying that households were baptized, 
and these baptism's included children, but nowhere specifically does it say that 
children were baptized in the Scriptures. Some defenders of infant baptism 
claim that baptism replaces the Jewish practice of circumcision and that it's 
appropriate for infants. Nowhere in the New Testament states that circumcision 
replaces baptism.  

Age of accountability:

Baptism in most of the fundamental Christian church's are administer to those 
children of pre-teen and teenage children once they have a full understanding of 
their faith in Jesus Christ and understanding what salvation means. Usually the 
age's around 12 and up. This is based on the Jewish Bar Mitzvah age of 12 when 
the child becomes a man. However, some church's believe in predestination, that
God will prolong a person's life until they are capable of receiving baptism of 
their own fee will. Not all Credo Baptist believe in the doctrine of original sin. 
Only in our personal sins that we have committed. 

Comparison to liturgical tradition:

Liturgical church's ( Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox and Anglican); believe
and teach confirmation and infant baptism. Its held that infant baptism is the 
initiatory rite that believers baptism also marks. It differs from believer's 
baptism in that the baptisand is not making a profession of faith for themselves. 

Practice:

Most denominations who practice baptism either use two modes of baptism. 
Immersion or affusion. Immersion is when the person being baptized is totally 
put under the water in order for it to be valid. Affusion is either sprinkling or 
pouring of the water over the head. Most church's will honor the baptism of 
other church's but some say that in order to "join" their church, it is 
recommended to be re-baptized. The New Testament scriptures teach of only 
one baptism, one faith and one lord. 
Most baptism's in the denominational church's are done by the pastor, minister, 
reverend of the church. In the Church's of Christ, any believer can baptize the 
person being baptized. 

Denominational connections:
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Closely associated with the believer's baptism are the Baptist, Anabaptist, and 
the American Restoration Movement. Pentecostals also practice this believers 
baptism. In the holiness and other church's, they practice what's called 
"dedication" or "infant dedication" as supplements or replaces infant baptism. 

Prevalence:

Statistics show that church's who practice infant baptism represents about 80% 
of Christians. Church's that practice believer's baptism do not consider 
individuals with formal church membership who do not practice spirituality as 
true Christians. Many of the church's that practice believers baptism also 
practice congregational self government, which makes it difficult to collect 
complete data. The fastest growing branches of Christianity are the Evangelical 
and Pentecostal church's, which always practice credobaptism.

Other smaller church's teach that water baptism does not save, but baptism in 
the Holy Spirit is what save's you. They feel that water baptism is the outward 
profession of one's faith, but once you are baptized in the Holy Spirit, with the 
evidence of "speaking in tongues",  then you are considered saved. 

In conclusion, the very words of Jesus in Mark 16:16, and Peters response to 
those people on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:38-39,  show that immersion in 
water baptism, is the requirement for the believer to be saved and enter the 
Kingdom of God. In today's mega church's, you don't even seen any baptism's, 
just believe in the Gospel and you'll be saved. Most of the Full Gospel, 
Pentecostal church's teach their own doctrine that all you have to do is say the 
"sinners prayer" and receive Jesus into your heart, you will be saved, and then 
when you are ready, you can get baptized into the local church. No matter what 
view you personally hold as a Christian, the scriptures in the New Testament 
teach that you must believe and be baptized in order to be save. Many 
theologians argue the Greek wording and translations of "baptism" to give their 
specific views on baptism. I personally believe in what the New Testament states
for mankind to be saved. Mark 16:16, Acts 2:28 as well as many other scriptures. 
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    Jim Miller,             Leo Woodman,     Tim Bench,         Robert Alexander, 

    Cougan Collins,    Scott Crawford,      Archie Green,      Pat McIntosh, 

   Bill Hayes

I intend to have a guest writer each month if possible so if you are interested you
may contact me at jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

I also want to give those congregations who would like to make use of this 
publication the opportunity to announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings,
Lectures, Singing events etc...... Just use the email link above to contact me. We 
want to thank everyone who has shown interest in our efforts to spread the word
of God. Please feel free to tell others and have them signup for their copy today. 
Use this link to join the mailing list. http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?
page_id=1316 . 

May God Bless You.

Jim and the Staff 
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