
The inevitable end for us The inevitable end for us 
all….all….

 ““Heaven” or “Hell”Heaven” or “Hell”
 ““For what shall it profit a man, if he For what shall it profit a man, if he 

shall gain the whole world, and lose shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?” Mark 8:36.his own soul?” Mark 8:36.



DeathDeath

 Death entered into God’s creation as a Death entered into God’s creation as a 
result of the Fall of Man result of the Fall of Man (see Genesis 2:17, (see Genesis 2:17, 
Genesis 3:19, Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians Genesis 3:19, Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 
15:21-22). 15:21-22). 

 Many adhere to the belief that after our Many adhere to the belief that after our 
physical deaths, we cease to have any physical deaths, we cease to have any 
form of consciousness or awareness. form of consciousness or awareness. 

 Still others believe that upon death, our Still others believe that upon death, our 
souls are instantly in either heaven or hell souls are instantly in either heaven or hell 
(or “purgatory”, as per Catholicism). (or “purgatory”, as per Catholicism). 



Steve Hudgins “charts”







HellHell

 This is perhaps the least popular This is perhaps the least popular 
subject matter for most Christians subject matter for most Christians 
to discuss or analyze. to discuss or analyze. 

 Many will argue that classes or Many will argue that classes or 
sermons on hell are unnecessary, sermons on hell are unnecessary, 
uncomfortable, legalistic, uncomfortable, legalistic, 
unpleasant, etc. but it is unpleasant, etc. but it is 
important enough of a topic that important enough of a topic that 
Jesus certainly saw fit to issue Jesus certainly saw fit to issue 
warnings about it. warnings about it. 



 Nonetheless, “hell” is of vital importance to Nonetheless, “hell” is of vital importance to 
us as Christians. The reality of an eternal, us as Christians. The reality of an eternal, 
torturous separation from God for torturous separation from God for 
disobedience to His commands is direct disobedience to His commands is direct 
proof that although God may be loving and proof that although God may be loving and 
forgiving, there will be forgiving, there will be severesevere consequences  consequences 
for refusal to follow the Word of God. for refusal to follow the Word of God. 

 Many modern-day “nondenominational” Many modern-day “nondenominational” 
Christians claim that hell is not an eternal Christians claim that hell is not an eternal 
punishment, but instead lost souls will face punishment, but instead lost souls will face 
annihilation instead. Many opponents of annihilation instead. Many opponents of 
Christianity find the entire concept of the Christianity find the entire concept of the 
wrath of God so offensive that they will cite wrath of God so offensive that they will cite 
the concept of hell as a prime reason for the concept of hell as a prime reason for 
their very denial of the Bible.  their very denial of the Bible.  



From Leroy Brownlow
 “It is noteworthy that Jesus never mentioned the word 

[grace]: not in the Sermon on the Mount, not in his cutting 
sermon in Matthew 23, not in his parables, not in his 
prayers, not in his miracles, not in his temptations with 
Satan, not in sending out the 70, not in giving the great 
commission, and not in giving the promise of the 
resurrection and heaven.”
Interesting, isn’t it? 

 Jesus never mentioned the word “grace,” but he warned of 
Hell 11 times.  Would anyone therefore dare suggest that 
Jesus was a “harsh and graceless” preacher?  

 Friends, warning people of Hell and pointing them to Jesus is 
not harsh or graceless.  What greater gift could one be 
given?  Friends, preaching the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15) 
and seasoning our speech with salt (Colossians 4:6) is 
neither harsh nor graceless, but is exactly what this world 
needs.”



HellHell

 The Greek word translated as “hell” The Greek word translated as “hell” 
appears 12 times in the Greek NT (11 appears 12 times in the Greek NT (11 
times by Jesus himself and in James times by Jesus himself and in James 
3:6). “Hell” is the English translation 3:6). “Hell” is the English translation 
of the Greek “gehenna”.of the Greek “gehenna”.

 NT references to NT references to 
“Gehenna”…..“Gehenna”…..Matthew 5:22, Matthew 5:22, 
Matthew 5:29, Matthew 5:30, Matthew 5:29, Matthew 5:30, 
Matthew 10:28, Matthew 18:9, Matthew 10:28, Matthew 18:9, 
Matthew 23:15, Matthew 23:33, Matthew 23:15, Matthew 23:33, 
Mark 9:43, Mark 9:45, Mark 9:47, Mark 9:43, Mark 9:45, Mark 9:47, 
Luke 12:5, James 3:6.Luke 12:5, James 3:6.



Hell/”Gehenna”Hell/”Gehenna”

 ““Gehenna” is derived from a site near Gehenna” is derived from a site near 
Jerusalem known as the Valley of Hinnom. In Jerusalem known as the Valley of Hinnom. In 
the OT, this was the site where followers of the OT, this was the site where followers of 
Ba’al sacrificed their own children by fire to Ba’al sacrificed their own children by fire to 
appease “Molechappease “Molech” (see 2 Chronicles 28:3 and  ” (see 2 Chronicles 28:3 and  
33:6, Jeremiah 7:31 and 19:2-6). 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31 and 19:2-6). 

 Eventually, the area became a sort of trash Eventually, the area became a sort of trash 
dump, filled with carcasses of criminals, dump, filled with carcasses of criminals, 
animals, refuse, etc. and would eventually animals, refuse, etc. and would eventually 
become associated with everlasting become associated with everlasting 
destruction and death. destruction and death. 



HellHell

 In both Judaism and Christianity, “Gehenna” In both Judaism and Christianity, “Gehenna” 
is indeed a destination for the wicked but is indeed a destination for the wicked but 
differs from “Sheol” and “Hades”. Hades is differs from “Sheol” and “Hades”. Hades is 
the Greek translation of the Hebrew Sheol, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Sheol, 
referencing a temporary abode of the dead referencing a temporary abode of the dead 
(see Acts 2:31, Revelation 20:13). (see Acts 2:31, Revelation 20:13). Sheol Sheol 
appears 65 times in the OT.appears 65 times in the OT.

 Interestingly, Luke 16:19-31 is the ONLY Interestingly, Luke 16:19-31 is the ONLY 
time “Hades” is described as a place of time “Hades” is described as a place of 
torment. torment. 

 In Latin, “Hades” is translated to In Latin, “Hades” is translated to 
“Purgatorium” (hence the English “Purgatorium” (hence the English 
“purgatory”).“purgatory”).



““Image of hell”, Bosch, 1516.Image of hell”, Bosch, 1516.



What is Hell like?What is Hell like?
 A place of punishment (see Matthew 23:33, A place of punishment (see Matthew 23:33, 

Luke 16:23).Luke 16:23).
 A place of darkness (2 Peter 2:4, Matthew A place of darkness (2 Peter 2:4, Matthew 

8:12, 22:13, 25:30).8:12, 22:13, 25:30).
 A place of fire (Matthew 3:12, 13:40-42, A place of fire (Matthew 3:12, 13:40-42, 

13:50).13:50).
 Eternal in duration (2 Thessalonians 1:9, Eternal in duration (2 Thessalonians 1:9, 

Matthew 25:46).Matthew 25:46).
 A place of unimaginable pain (Matthew 8:12, A place of unimaginable pain (Matthew 8:12, 

22:13).22:13).
 A place of no rest (Revelation 14:11).A place of no rest (Revelation 14:11).
 Worse for some than others (see Luke 12:47-Worse for some than others (see Luke 12:47-

48 and 2 Peter 2:20-21). 48 and 2 Peter 2:20-21). 
 A place of consciousness (Luke 16:19-31).A place of consciousness (Luke 16:19-31).
 A place of memory and regret (Luke 16:28).A place of memory and regret (Luke 16:28).



Gustave Dore’s “Hell”Gustave Dore’s “Hell”



““Surely, a Surely, a lovingloving God would not subject  God would not subject 
people to people to eternaleternal pain and suffering,  pain and suffering, 
right?”right?”

 Many denominations and Christians adhere Many denominations and Christians adhere 
to this modern view…..some argue that lost to this modern view…..some argue that lost 
souls are simply annihilated, specifically souls are simply annihilated, specifically 
many within the SDA, Jehovah’s Witnesses, many within the SDA, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
etc.etc.

 ““Do not fear those who kill the body but are Do not fear those who kill the body but are 
unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him 
who is able to who is able to destroydestroy soul and body in  soul and body in 
hell”, Matthew 10:28 NAS.hell”, Matthew 10:28 NAS. Proponents of  Proponents of 
annihilation (conditionalists) claim that the annihilation (conditionalists) claim that the 
word “destroy” in this verse proves that word “destroy” in this verse proves that 
eternal suffering is not viable. eternal suffering is not viable. 



““Surely, a Surely, a lovingloving God would not subject  God would not subject 
people to people to eternaleternal pain and suffering,  pain and suffering, 
right?”right?”

 The Greek word for “destroy” is The Greek word for “destroy” is 
“apolesai” (derivation of verb “apolesai” (derivation of verb 
form “apollumi”). form “apollumi”). 

 Verb form occurs some 90 times Verb form occurs some 90 times 
and noun form some 18 times and and noun form some 18 times and 
in not one instance is either term in not one instance is either term 
used to describe something taken used to describe something taken 
out of existence.out of existence.

 See Luke 5:37, Luke 15:4, 15:6, John 6:27, Matthew See Luke 5:37, Luke 15:4, 15:6, John 6:27, Matthew 
8:25.8:25.



““Surely, a Surely, a lovingloving God would not subject people  God would not subject people 
to to eternaleternal pain and suffering, right?” pain and suffering, right?”

 Comments on “apolesai” and whether it indicates permanence or a temporary state…. Comments on “apolesai” and whether it indicates permanence or a temporary state…. 

 ““The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not 
of being, but of well-being”, of being, but of well-being”, W.E. Vine in W.E. Vine in 
Amplified Expository Dictionary of New Amplified Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words, 1991, page 211.Testament Words, 1991, page 211.

 “…“…to devote or give over to eternal misery”, to devote or give over to eternal misery”, 
J. H. Thayer from Greek-English Lexicon, J. H. Thayer from Greek-English Lexicon, 
1958, page 64.1958, page 64.

 “…“….apollumi does not suggest a mere .apollumi does not suggest a mere 
“extinction of physical existence”; rather, it “extinction of physical existence”; rather, it 
involves the hopeless desperation of eternal involves the hopeless desperation of eternal 
separation from God”, separation from God”, Wayne Jackson from Wayne Jackson from 
““Will Wicked People Be Annihilated in HellWill Wicked People Be Annihilated in Hell” at ” at 
www.scriptureessay.comwww.scriptureessay.com. . 

 “”“”Destroy” here is not annihilation, but Destroy” here is not annihilation, but 
eternal punishment”, eternal punishment”, A.T. Robertson in Word A.T. Robertson in Word 
Pictures in the New Testament, 1930, page Pictures in the New Testament, 1930, page 
83. 83. 

http://www.scriptureessay.com/


HellHell
 ““The idea of a literal heaven for the righteous and a The idea of a literal heaven for the righteous and a 

literal hell for the wicked is found throughout the literal hell for the wicked is found throughout the 
Bible. The Bible says, “The wicked shall be turned Bible. The Bible says, “The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that forget God into hell, and all the nations that forget God 
(Psalms 9:17). (Psalms 9:17). 

 Some say that this word “hell” in the Old Testament Some say that this word “hell” in the Old Testament 
really means only the grave; if such be true, then really means only the grave; if such be true, then 
only the wicked and those who forget God would only the wicked and those who forget God would 
ever go down into the grave. Again, God said, ever go down into the grave. Again, God said, 
“Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou “Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou 
beat him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 
from hell (Proverbs 23:13-14).from hell (Proverbs 23:13-14).

 Does “Hell” here mean only the grave? Shall we Does “Hell” here mean only the grave? Shall we 
take this passage to mean that by beating the child take this passage to mean that by beating the child 
one can keep him from dying, from the grave. Of one can keep him from dying, from the grave. Of 
course not.”course not.”

 Thomas Robertson in “Heaven and Hell” in October 14, 1954 Thomas Robertson in “Heaven and Hell” in October 14, 1954 
issue of Gospel Guardian, pages 10-11. issue of Gospel Guardian, pages 10-11. 



Hell….temporal or Hell….temporal or 
permanentpermanent

 ““Imagine God meeting Adolf Hitler at the judgment Imagine God meeting Adolf Hitler at the judgment 
day and saying: “For all your arrogance and day and saying: “For all your arrogance and 
unbelief and hatred and for all your torture and unbelief and hatred and for all your torture and 
misery that you brought upon millions of people, misery that you brought upon millions of people, 
my judgment of you is that from now on you will my judgment of you is that from now on you will 
cease to exist. You will feel nothing.”cease to exist. You will feel nothing.”

 And if you think that would be a terrible thing for And if you think that would be a terrible thing for 
Adolf Hitler (or anyone else) ask yourself if you Adolf Hitler (or anyone else) ask yourself if you 
were miserable during any of the thousands of were miserable during any of the thousands of 
years that you did not exist before you were born.years that you did not exist before you were born.

 The pain you experienced for not being born would The pain you experienced for not being born would 
be the pain Hitler experiences if he ceased to exist, be the pain Hitler experiences if he ceased to exist, 
which is no pain at all….”, which is no pain at all….”, from from The Doctrine of Endless The Doctrine of Endless 
TormentTorment by Matt Black, June 4, 2006,  by Matt Black, June 4, 2006, www.baptistinfo.comwww.baptistinfo.com. . 

http://www.baptistinfo.com/


Denial of Hell….a new Denial of Hell….a new 
concept?concept?

 ““In recent surveys among denominationalists with In recent surveys among denominationalists with 
modernistic tendencies, it is significant that a modernistic tendencies, it is significant that a 
greater number of persons always deny the greater number of persons always deny the 
existence of hell than the number who deny the existence of hell than the number who deny the 
existence of heaven. existence of heaven. 

 I have never known of any undenominational I have never known of any undenominational 
Christian who doubted an eternal reward for the Christian who doubted an eternal reward for the 
saved, but I have known several who have denied saved, but I have known several who have denied 
eternal punishment for the losteternal punishment for the lost. This seems to . This seems to 
indicate that "the wish is father to the thought." indicate that "the wish is father to the thought." 
Hell seems unfair to our finite minds, and so we Hell seems unfair to our finite minds, and so we 
rationalize it away.”rationalize it away.”

 Dan Walters from Dan Walters from Truth MagazineTruth Magazine, pages 618-619, , pages 618-619, 
September 25, 1980September 25, 1980. . 



From Gus Nichols, famous 
Church of Christ preacher
 “…the New Testament speaks of 

eternal punishment of the wicked in 
some fashion more than twice as much 
as eternal reward for the righteous.

 It's probably because people are so 
disposed to reject Hell but believe in 
Heaven. Yet the same Book teaches 
both“.

 GN, from interview with Howard Denham, 9-28-2014. 





April 14, 2011 Time magazine April 14, 2011 Time magazine 
and Rob “No Hell” Belland Rob “No Hell” Bell

 ““Bell, a tall, 40-year-old son of a Michigan federal judge, Bell, a tall, 40-year-old son of a Michigan federal judge, 
begs to differ. He suggests that the redemptive work of begs to differ. He suggests that the redemptive work of 
Jesus may be universal — meaning that, as his book's Jesus may be universal — meaning that, as his book's 
subtitle puts it, "every person who ever lived" could have a subtitle puts it, "every person who ever lived" could have a 
place in heaven, whatever that turns out to be. Such a place in heaven, whatever that turns out to be. Such a 
simple premise, but with Easter at hand, this slim, lively simple premise, but with Easter at hand, this slim, lively 
book has ignited a new holy war in Christian circles and book has ignited a new holy war in Christian circles and 
beyond. When word of Love Wins reached the Internet, one beyond. When word of Love Wins reached the Internet, one 
conservative Evangelical pastor, John Piper, tweeted, conservative Evangelical pastor, John Piper, tweeted, 
"Farewell Rob Bell," unilaterally attempting to evict Bell "Farewell Rob Bell," unilaterally attempting to evict Bell 
from the Evangelical community. R. Albert Mohler Jr., from the Evangelical community. R. Albert Mohler Jr., 
president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, says president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, says 
Bell's book is "theologically disastrous. Any of us should be Bell's book is "theologically disastrous. Any of us should be 
concerned when a matter of theological importance is played concerned when a matter of theological importance is played 
with in a subversive way." In North Carolina, a young pastor with in a subversive way." In North Carolina, a young pastor 
was fired by his church for endorsing the bookwas fired by his church for endorsing the book.  (continued).  (continued)



April 14, 2011 Time magazine April 14, 2011 Time magazine 
and Rob “No Hell” Belland Rob “No Hell” Bell

 The traditionalist  reaction is understandable, for Bell's arguments The traditionalist  reaction is understandable, for Bell's arguments 
about heaven and hell raise doubts about the core of the Evangelical about heaven and hell raise doubts about the core of the Evangelical 
worldview, changing the common understanding of salvation so worldview, changing the common understanding of salvation so 
much that Christianity becomes more of an ethical habit of mind much that Christianity becomes more of an ethical habit of mind 
than a faith based on divine revelation. "When you adopt than a faith based on divine revelation. "When you adopt 
universalism and erase the distinction between the church and the universalism and erase the distinction between the church and the 
world," says Mohler, "then you don't need the church, and you don't world," says Mohler, "then you don't need the church, and you don't 
need Christ, and you don't need the cross. This is the tragedy of need Christ, and you don't need the cross. This is the tragedy of 
nonjudgmental mainline liberalism, and it's Rob Bell's tragedy in this nonjudgmental mainline liberalism, and it's Rob Bell's tragedy in this 
book too."book too."

 Particularly galling to conservative Christian critics is that Love Wins Particularly galling to conservative Christian critics is that Love Wins 
is not an attack from outside the walls of the Evangelical city but a is not an attack from outside the walls of the Evangelical city but a 
mutiny from within — a rebellion led by a charismatic, popular and mutiny from within — a rebellion led by a charismatic, popular and 
savvy pastor with a following. Is Bell's Christianity — less savvy pastor with a following. Is Bell's Christianity — less 
judgmental, more fluid, open to questioning the most ancient of judgmental, more fluid, open to questioning the most ancient of 
assumptions — on an inexorable rise? “assumptions — on an inexorable rise? “



Bell’s influenceBell’s influence

 January 2007 issue of TheChurchReport.com, Bell was January 2007 issue of TheChurchReport.com, Bell was 
named No. 10 in their list of "The 50 Most Influential named No. 10 in their list of "The 50 Most Influential 
Christians in America“.Christians in America“.

 In June 2011, Bell was named by Time Magazine as In June 2011, Bell was named by Time Magazine as 
one of the "2011 Time 100", the magazine's annual list one of the "2011 Time 100", the magazine's annual list 
of the 100 most influential people in the world.of the 100 most influential people in the world.

 "It's been clearly communicated to many that this "It's been clearly communicated to many that this 
belief (in hell as conscious, eternal torment) is a belief (in hell as conscious, eternal torment) is a 
central truth of the Christian faith and to reject it is, in central truth of the Christian faith and to reject it is, in 
essence, to reject Jesus. This is misguided and toxic essence, to reject Jesus. This is misguided and toxic 
and ultimately subverts the contagious spread of and ultimately subverts the contagious spread of 
Jesus' message of love, peace, forgiveness and joy Jesus' message of love, peace, forgiveness and joy 
that our world desperately needs to hear.“that our world desperately needs to hear.“

 Excerpt from “Love Wins”. Excerpt from “Love Wins”. 



Early church views of Early church views of 
permanency of Hellpermanency of Hell

 ““If you have no power of suffering If you have no power of suffering 
after death, if no feeling remains, if after death, if no feeling remains, if 
severance from the body is merely severance from the body is merely 
annihilation….why do you fear death annihilation….why do you fear death 
at all?at all?

 There is nothing after death to be There is nothing after death to be 
feared if there is nothing to be feared if there is nothing to be 
feltfelt.”.”

 Tertullian, circa 197 AD.Tertullian, circa 197 AD.  



Who will be in Hell?Who will be in Hell?

 The Devil and his minions (Matthew 25:41, 2 Peter The Devil and his minions (Matthew 25:41, 2 Peter 
2:4, Revelation 20:10). 2:4, Revelation 20:10). 

 Nations that forget/ignore God (Psalm 9:17).Nations that forget/ignore God (Psalm 9:17).
 Those who refuse to obey the Gospel (2 Those who refuse to obey the Gospel (2 

Thessalonians 1:8).Thessalonians 1:8).
 Those whose names do not appear in the Book of Those whose names do not appear in the Book of 

Life (Revelation 20:15).Life (Revelation 20:15).
 The “unprofitable servant” who wasted his talent The “unprofitable servant” who wasted his talent 

(Matthew 25:30).(Matthew 25:30).
 Egregious sinners with egregious sins (Revelation Egregious sinners with egregious sins (Revelation 

21:8 and Galatians 5:19-21).21:8 and Galatians 5:19-21).
 MOST people we may know (or even love) (see MOST people we may know (or even love) (see 

Matthew 7:13-14). Matthew 7:13-14). 



Universal ReconciliationUniversal Reconciliation

 Belief that ALL persons will receive salvation Belief that ALL persons will receive salvation 
ultimately through infinite grace, mercy, ultimately through infinite grace, mercy, 
love of God. love of God. 

 Viewpoint does state that there IS a “Hell”, Viewpoint does state that there IS a “Hell”, 
but it is not permanent. Instead, hell is a but it is not permanent. Instead, hell is a 
form of corrective measure, to bring form of corrective measure, to bring 
wayward opponents of Jesus back to Him.wayward opponents of Jesus back to Him.

 Eventually, Hades and Hell will be emptied Eventually, Hades and Hell will be emptied 
out and destroyed.out and destroyed.



Mark 9:42-49Mark 9:42-49
 The imagery here is truly terrifying.The imagery here is truly terrifying.
 Amputation of your limbs is better than hell. Plucking Amputation of your limbs is better than hell. Plucking 

your own eye out is better than Hell. Being thrown your own eye out is better than Hell. Being thrown 
into the ocean with a millstone and plummeting into the ocean with a millstone and plummeting 
through the darkened water to your doom is better through the darkened water to your doom is better 
than Hell. than Hell. 

 Hell will be the utter, total, and complete wrath of God Hell will be the utter, total, and complete wrath of God 
unleashed upon those who refuse him. unleashed upon those who refuse him. 

 Hell is not a barometer of God’s hatred and Hell is not a barometer of God’s hatred and 
fury towards us----it is instead a measure of fury towards us----it is instead a measure of 
God’s love for us. God’s love for us. 

 God was not willing for any of us to suffer the God was not willing for any of us to suffer the 
absolute horrors and agonies of Hell, so Jesus absolute horrors and agonies of Hell, so Jesus 
took on the agony of Hell himself, as our took on the agony of Hell himself, as our 
advocate, to shield us from the wrath of God.advocate, to shield us from the wrath of God.

 Hell is beyond our finite minds as to the Hell is beyond our finite minds as to the 
depths of its suffering, just as Heaven is depths of its suffering, just as Heaven is 
beyond our minds in regard to its reward, beyond our minds in regard to its reward, 
perfection, and bliss.perfection, and bliss.



ConclusionsConclusions
 Hell is a literal destination of suffering, pain, and agony. It is Hell is a literal destination of suffering, pain, and agony. It is 

not the grave and no Biblical example can be found of not the grave and no Biblical example can be found of 
annihilation of souls being a part of God’s plan. annihilation of souls being a part of God’s plan. 

 All of us here today are one heartbeat and one breath away All of us here today are one heartbeat and one breath away 
from our own deaths.from our own deaths.

 If you were to die this very night, would you be prepared to If you were to die this very night, would you be prepared to 
stand before God and give an account of your life? Have you stand before God and give an account of your life? Have you 
been fervent in your Christian walk and dedicated your life to been fervent in your Christian walk and dedicated your life to 
service to Jesus Christ?service to Jesus Christ?

 God loves you beyond measure (John 3:16), to the point He God loves you beyond measure (John 3:16), to the point He 
was willing to sacrifice his own Son for your soul. The was willing to sacrifice his own Son for your soul. The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ guarantees eternal life to those resurrection of Jesus Christ guarantees eternal life to those 
who would take up the Cross and follow Him (see Matthew who would take up the Cross and follow Him (see Matthew 
28:6, John 11:25-26). 28:6, John 11:25-26). 

 Look inside your own heart and honestly consider the most Look inside your own heart and honestly consider the most 
important question any person can ever ask or important question any person can ever ask or 
themselvesthemselves…..…..if I were to die today, would Hell if I were to die today, would Hell 
be my final destination?be my final destination?



ConclusionConclusion

 ““A person’s eternal destination is completely A person’s eternal destination is completely 
the decision of that person….a life of service the decision of that person….a life of service 
and dedication to God results in Heaven, and dedication to God results in Heaven, 
while a life of disobedience results in Hell. while a life of disobedience results in Hell. 
We decide our respective fates….God allows We decide our respective fates….God allows 
us “free will” to make that decision.us “free will” to make that decision.

 ““There are only two kinds of people in the There are only two kinds of people in the 
end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done’, end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done’, 
and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy 
will be done.”will be done.”

   from The Great Divorce  from The Great Divorce  by C.S. Lewisby C.S. Lewis



Examples of persons opposed to Examples of persons opposed to 
Jesus, right to the bitter end…Jesus, right to the bitter end…

 "Christianity will go. It will vanish and shrink. I 
needn't argue with that; I'm right and I will be proved 
right. We're more popular than Jesus now; I don't 
know which will go first - rock 'n' roll or Christianity. 
Jesus was all right but his disciples were thick and 
ordinary. It's them twisting it that ruins it for me.“  
John Lennon in March 4, 1966  edition of London 
Evening Standard. 

 ““I call Christianity the one great curse, the one I call Christianity the one great curse, the one 
enormous and innermost perversion, the one great enormous and innermost perversion, the one great 
instinct of revenge, for which no means are too instinct of revenge, for which no means are too 
venomous, too underhand, too underground and too venomous, too underhand, too underground and too 
petty -- I call it the one immortal blemish of mankind”. petty -- I call it the one immortal blemish of mankind”. 
-- -- Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, The AntichristThe Antichrist (1888),  (1888), 
quoted from quoted from Encarta Book of QuotationsEncarta Book of Quotations (1999). (1999).



The “whole purpose” of man…The “whole purpose” of man…

 Our wealth on this earth is irrelevant. Our wealth on this earth is irrelevant. 
Our jobs and earthly “achievements” Our jobs and earthly “achievements” 
are ultimately meaningless. Our are ultimately meaningless. Our 
homes, cars, clothing, and every item homes, cars, clothing, and every item 
we hold dear will be destroyed. we hold dear will be destroyed. 

 Thus, evangelism and spreading the Thus, evangelism and spreading the 
Gospel to the lost is the most Gospel to the lost is the most 
important act we will ever be a part of. important act we will ever be a part of. 
People’s souls hang in the balance.People’s souls hang in the balance.



The purpose of man…The purpose of man…

 ““The whole The whole 
purpose of life purpose of life 
in time is to in time is to 
gain merit for gain merit for 
life in eternity”,life in eternity”,  
St. Augustine,St. Augustine,  
Letter 130.Letter 130.  



A Christian’s A Christian’s 
responsibility…responsibility…
 You will face death, and there are no exceptions. You will face death, and there are no exceptions. 

Whether it be from age, injury, disease, etc. you Whether it be from age, injury, disease, etc. you 
are certain to die at some point. are certain to die at some point. 

 We must live our lives preparing for this We must live our lives preparing for this 
inevitability…our ongoing tasks include studying inevitability…our ongoing tasks include studying 
and believing in the Word of God and believing in the Word of God (II Timothy 2:15),(II Timothy 2:15),  
trusting in God’s infinite love, wisdom, and power trusting in God’s infinite love, wisdom, and power (I (I 
Timothy 4:10),Timothy 4:10), spreading the Gospel  spreading the Gospel (Mark 16:15),(Mark 16:15),  
enduring suffering and overcoming temptation enduring suffering and overcoming temptation 
(James 1:12),(James 1:12), to love both God and others  to love both God and others 
(Matthew 22:37-40),(Matthew 22:37-40), and to never grow weary of  and to never grow weary of 
doing good doing good (II Thessalonians 3:13).(II Thessalonians 3:13).





ConclusionConclusion

 ““When the lights all go dimWhen the lights all go dim
 And the dark shadows creep,And the dark shadows creep,
 And those who love youAnd those who love you
 Are gathered to weep,Are gathered to weep,
 Can you truthfully sayCan you truthfully say
 With your dying breath,With your dying breath,
 You’re ready to meetYou’re ready to meet
 The Angel of Death…”The Angel of Death…”
 ““Angel of Death”,Angel of Death”, 1952, Hank Williams  1952, Hank Williams 

Sr.Sr.  
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