
“Sweet” Preaching 
Today we hear much about 'the spirit' of Jesus in condemning error. The 'sugar' 
from these 'sweet tongued orators' is likely to draw flies, but the gospel (not sug-
ar) is the power of God to save the lost (Rom. 1:16; John. 6 :44-45). Jesus was the 
greatest fighter who ever lived, or shall live. He knew no compromise and made 
no mistake; all others have. He fought hard enough to conquer the enemy, but 
we are conquered by the enemy---Satan. Surely, we should all have the spirit of 
Christ---that spirit that silenced every accuser and conquered every foe. 

—Buford Holt, deceased 

Christian “Haters” 
he foregoing title is admittedly ambiguous. It can mean “Christians who 
express hatred,” or it can mean “those who hate Christianity.” The latter 
meaning describes a growing “norm” of attitude and behavior. Forget-

ting the barbaric crusade of Islam at large, let us focus upon our nation. A broad-
based coalition of secularists would banish every vestige of “Christianity” from 
our national identity if it had its way. A great number of politicians, entertainers, 
educators, and others are sometimes depicted as “anti-religion.” However, this 
description is inaccurate, for they bend over backwards to demonstrate their tol-
erance for Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and even Wicca. What they despise is 
any vestige of Biblical influence—especially the Christian religion. Their hedo-
nism and humanism simply cannot abide the Bible’s moral requirements and its 
exclusive message.  

History revisionists are doing their best to convince the younger generation 
that our nation never possessed a general, unabashed belief in the Bible and in 
Jesus Christ. However, merely viewing movies and TV programs up to the early 
1960s (especially those relating to WW II) tells a far different tale. Almost without 
exception, when the element of religion appears in these movies (e.g., prayer, 
worship, funerals, weddings), the Bible is the Book that is referenced/read/
quoted, and prayers are prayed to God the Father in the name of Jesus. Families 
in that era generally were still thanking God for their food before they ate, and 
movies and television reflected this practice. They did so, not to advance a prayer 
or religion agenda (one could hardly think of accusing Hollywood of that!), but 
because it was the norm in our nation. The enemies of Christ have gradually 
eroded this precious national faith. A century ago theological modernists/liberals 
began infiltrating the seminaries. With few exceptions, these seats of denomina-
tional pulpit training have utterly abandoned Jesus’ Gospel, adopting rather a 
humanistic “social gospel” that has robbed members of “mainline” denomina-
tions of their confidence in the Bible. The abomination of evolutionary hypothe-
sis in public schools has taught generations of children that they came from goop 
instead from God. Why should we wonder that our beloved nation is coming 
apart at the seams? 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from heart attack, stent emplacement 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      15                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 17 
Contribution                                         $797.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $951.23 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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6. Bring your Bible: Coming to worship without your Bible is like going out to 
drive your car without your car keys. 

7. Sing: Singing is not an option; it is commanded. Those who violate this com-
mand are just as guilty as if they neglected the assembly of worship in the 
first place. 

8. Practice “flexible seating”: Experience has shown that some church members 
would rather switch congregations than to switch pews. 

9. Be friendly before and after: Christians are God’s “family.” Family members 
should know and love each other. 

10. Listen carefully to the sermon: Taking notes may help. Follow along in your 
Bible. Take the message seriously. It will encourage the preacher. It will show 
non-Christians that you are earnest. 

—Author unknown 

f you went to the website of a surgeon and it said, “I am striving to be a 
surgeon as taught in medical school,” would you have much confidence in 
that person’s ability to perform surgery on you? I wouldn’t. I would rather 

go to a surgeon who says, “I am a graduate of _______ Medical School.”  
The statement that, “We are striving to be...” or “Our goal is...” indicates that 

we are not yet what we are striving to be. Yet churches use that silly terminology 
all of the time on their websites. Perhaps that’s their way of not “being judgmen-
tal.” But I see it as the liberal philosophy preached by so many college professors 
that, “Our heritage is the Stone-Campbell Movement.”  

I visit a lot of websites of churches of Christ and always cringe when I see 
things like this from the Kingfisher, Oklahoma, church: “We are striving to be 
simply Christians who are following Christ and the Bible in belief and practice.”  

Or like this from the Southwest church in Ada, Oklahoma: “Our goal is to 
leave behind man-made religion and follow the Bible.”  

Or like this from Southern Oaks in Chickasha, Oklahoma: “We strive to be 
the same church described in the New Testament. It is our purpose to be identi-
fied with the Christians of the first century.”  

If the church has been restored (and it has) why tiptoe around the Truth? Why 
not make the plain statement that, “We are simply Christians,” instead of, 
“...Striving to be?” Why can't we say, “We have left man-made religion behind 
and follow the Bible,” instead of, “Our goal is...”? Why can't we say, “We are the 
same church described in the New Testament,” instead of, “We strive to be...”? 

There are so many uncertain sounds among professing “churches of Christ” 
today that it is nearly impossible for the world to hear the clarion call of New 
Testament Christianity. We need to emulate Paul and, “use great plainness of 
speech” (2 Cor. 3:12). How hard is that?  

—Jerry Brewer 
Elk City, OK 

The Bible/Christian-haters charge that we teach hatred, and therefore, Chris-
tianity is a religion of haters. (Is it not an amazing irony to hate a religion because 
it allegedly produces haters?) However, true Christians are indeed haters, but not 
in the way their accusers allege. In fact, one cannot be faithful to Christ without 
hating the things God and His Son hate, such as: 
• Evil: Those who love Jehovah hate evil (Psa. 97:10). Contrary to the belief of 

some, there is such a thing as wickedness, villainy, and malignant mischief in 
the world. It is vicious, merciless, destructive, greedy, and—perhaps most of all
—power-obsessed. Only the hopelessly naïve deny the existence of evil. 

• Error: Those who love God “hate every false way” of life and religion because 
He does (Psa. 119:104). All Biblical warnings about false prophets and teachers 
and all exhortations to adhere to sound doctrine emphasize God’s hatred of 
error. His Word alone is an unbiased, objective standard of religion and behav-
ior (John 17:17). It alone has the power to make men free if they submit to it 
(8:31–32). 

• Immorality: Those who love God must hate all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness (a “subcategory” of evil) (Rom. 1:18; Tit. 2:12). Christians therefore hate 
sexual sins (i.e., lasciviousness, fornication, adultery, and homosexual acts), 
theft, drunkenness, murder, and all such like (Rom. 1:29–31; 1 Cor. 6:9–10; Gal. 
5:19–21; et al.). 

 Yes, we are haters—haters of all of those things that destroy, demean, and de-
base humankind. However, we love the souls of those who are destroying them-
selves, their families, and our nation, by behavior that rational men and women 
abhor. 

—Dub McClish  
Denton, TX 

  
ave you ever heard someone say, “I just don’t get much out of the wor-
ship assemblies”? This may be more of a commentary on the person 
than on the meeting. Some suggestions may help us improve the quality 

of our worship when we assemble on the Lord’s Day: 
1. Make worship assemblies a priority: It is the most important commitment of 

the week. It is nothing less than a meeting with God. 
2. Do not bring God leftovers: God has always demanded the “first fruits.” He 

cannot be satisfied with the scraps. Get plenty of sleep on Saturday night and 
come to worship with an alert and refreshed mind. 

3. Prepare your mind: Discipline begins in the mind. So does discipleship. Train 
your mind to concentrate on things of the Spirit. 

4. Be on time: Rushing in late makes it difficult for you to settle into meditation 
and disturbs other worshippers. Get up a little earlier if it is necessary. 

5. Make Your Worship God-Centered—Not Man-Centered: Worship is primar-
ily a giving situation. Those who say, “I don’t get much out of worship” are 
wrongly focused. It is in the giving of ourselves that we get.                          
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Worship Assembly Tips

“We Are STRIVING…” 
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