
tion in Sully’s mission and rejected his best friend’s friendship, the church does 
the same to God. 

It all begins with each of us. Let us be sure we are not turning our backs to 
God, and let us turn to Him our face. “Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause 
thy face to shine; and we shall be saved” (Psa. 80:7, emph. LM). 

Endnote 
1 Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Tes-

tament, ed. Johann Jakob Stam, trans. M. E. J. Richardson, CD-ROM ed. (Leiden: Brill, 
1994), BibleWorks, v.9; s.v. ׁשכם 

—Lee Moses 
Union City, TN 

First or Twenty-first? 
esus promised to build His church, which He identified as his spiritual 
kingdom (Mat. 16:18–19; John 18:36). Gabriel told Mary that Jesus, the 
Son she would conceive of the Holy Spirit, would fulfill the kingdom 
promises God made to David (and Israel) a millennium earlier (Luke     

1:26–35; 2 Sam. 7:12–13). John, Jesus, and the apostles all preached the imminent 
coming of the kingdom (Mat. 3:2; 4:17; 10:7). The Lord specifically told His con-
temporaries that it would make its appearance in their lifetimes (Mark 9:1). 

The church began in Jerusalem on the first Pentecost after the risen Christ as-
cended to sit upon the throne of His kingdom (Acts 2:34–47). The book of Acts 
records the history of the spread of the Gospel, beginning “in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8b). 
Luke provides some information regarding such things as the organization and 
worship of the church (e.g., Acts 2:42; 14:23; 20:7; 17, 28), but the New Testament 
epistles “flesh out” the picture of the Lord’s church (various congregations) as 
established and nurtured by His apostles. These men were inspired by and had 
been baptized in the Holy Spirit (Mat. 18:18; John 16:13; Acts 1:4–5; 2:1–4), so the 
church/kingdom of Christ—as they established it—was just as He designed it. 
 A crucial question for all who are serious about Christianity is, “Did the Son of 
God intend for His church to remain in its inspired, apostolic form only for their 
time or for all time?” Obviously, the vast majority of those who profess faith in 
the Christ believe that the church should change with the times. Does the asser-
tion, “We don’t need a first-century church, but a twenty-first century church,” 
represent Biblical teaching or human opinion? Shall we let the Bible answer? 
• Jesus’ “Great Commission” charged the apostles to take the Gospel to the en-

tire world, promising that those who believed it and were baptized would be 
saved (Mark 16:15–16). They began to execute this order on Pentecost, telling 
believers in the Christ to repent and be baptized unto remission of their sins 
(Acts 2:37–38). The Lord added those who were baptized—thus saved—to His 
church, and He continues to do so (vv. 41, 47). 

• The execution of the “Great Commission” was not confined to the apostolic 
age. Jesus said that preaching the Gospel and baptizing men to make them dis-
ciples was to continue “even unto the end of the world” (Mat. 28:19–20). 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     17 
Sunday AM Worship                      17                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   17 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 14 
Contribution                                         $932.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $954.32 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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These words were written in 1971 when the Lord’s church was still growing 
rapidly. When we look at what he has written, we see why the church was grow-
ing. Sadly, many of the things that he notes as distinguishing the church from 
other religious groups have changed. Has that change been good? When we real-
ize that such changes have taken away the distinctiveness of the church, it is 
clear that they are not pleasing to God. Further, the church has not continued to 
grow. We need to think carefully about bringing about changes in the church to 
be sure that any changes we make do not violate the Lord’s will. 

—Ken Chumbley 
Deceased 

n the children’s movie, Monsters, Inc., there comes a point when the long 
and close friendship of the two main characters, Mike and Sully, is 
strained. The young human girl, “Boo,” whom they have befriended 

needs help getting home, and needs saving from wicked monsters who would 
hurt her. But as Sully prepares to go out into a blizzard, Mike angrily tells Sully 
he will not be joining him. To bring that point home, he turns his back to him and 
remains in that position until Sully has departed. By turning his back, Mike em-
phasized that he would not participate in Sully’s noble and vital mission and that 
he was rejecting Sully’s friendship. 

God tells us that His people of old did something very similar: 
And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught 
them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to 
receive instruction (Jer. 32:33, emph. LM). 
God had been “rising up early and teaching them”; that is, he besought them 

again and again, earnestly and persistently.1 God continually showed His care 
and concern for Israel. Yet they responded by ignoring God’s prophets and fol-
lowing other “gods.” 

This is what God called “turn[ing] unto me the back.” Turning one’s back on 
another shows unconcern for the other person, at best. Often, it is a sign of spite 
and utter rejection. This is exactly what Israel’s actions showed about their atti-
tude toward God. 

But what about us? Are we turning to God our backs or our faces? As a nation, 
we are increasingly encouraging atrocious wickedness, including the murder of 
unborn children and the legal sanctioning of sodomy as “marriage.” Our nation 
publicly ignores God and His word, whereas George Washington’s Thanksgiving 
proclamation reminded us, “It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the prov-
idence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and 
humbly to implore His protection and favor.” 

The church, Christ’s bride, body, and kingdom, intended to continue the mis-
sion Christ began, has in many places been overcome by worldliness and com-
promise. Instead of seeking the favor of God, they turn their backs on Him to 
seek the plaudits of men (cf. John 5:44; Gal. 1:10). Just as Mike rejected participa-

• The church in the first century was what it was because of the doctrine it re-
ceived. The initial description of the activity of those whom the Lord added to 
His church on Pentecost says “they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teach-
ing” (Acts 2:42). Jesus, Peter, John, and Paul all warned of false teachers (Mat. 
7:15–16; Acts 20:29–30; 2 Pet. 2:1–3; 1 John 4:1). If the apostles were on earth 
now, they would doubtless be warning men of “a different gospel” and “a dif-
ferent doctrine” (Gal. 1:6–9; 1 Tim. 1:3), even as they did twenty centuries ago. 
The “seed of the kingdom” produces only one plant (Luke 8:11; cf. Mat. 15:13). 

 Thus Jesus’ first-century church is His every-century church—including the 
twenty-first century. It exists only when men follow the Bible only, in whatever 
century they live. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

e hear a lot today about change and the need to change, particularly as 
it applies to the political realm. From time to time we also hear calls 
for change in the church. There is nothing wrong with change, in and 

of itself. Further, there is nothing wrong with having changes in the church pro-
vided that such changes do not violate the authority of God’s Word. Sadly, be-
cause of ignorance of the Truth, some would seek to introduce things into the 
church that violate the authority of God’s Word. Changes of this kind will only 
weaken the church of the Lord and cause it to lose its distinctiveness.  

A number of years ago, a church building in south Texas was destroyed by fire. 
Because of the actions of members of the congregation, the preacher’s library was 
saved. Among the last books to be brought out was a book titled Set the Church 
Afire, written by Wayne Dehoney, a former president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. In that book he made some observations regarding the Lord’s 
church that are interesting:  

A closer look at the churches of Christ would hardly reveal that their brand 
of religion is on the downgrade! This fast-growing group is one of the most 
potent missionary and evangelistic forces in the country. Their congregations 
are flourishing, and new churches are continually being established. A pro-
file of faith and practice contradicts practically every “solid conclusion” by 
the authorities of the main-line denominational establishments about the 
renewal the church must experience to “survive.” The churches of Christ are 
anti-ecumenical in their relationships; conservative in their theology; au-
tonomous and democratic in their congregational practice without any sem-
blance of a denominational super-structure; they make rigid moral and ethi-
cal demands on their members in such matters as social drinking; they are 
not “social-action” oriented; they have a “messianic complex” of being the 
true people of God and the true church! All of these factors combine to give 
them a high motivation, an unquenchable zeal, and an inescapable compul-
sion to win the world to an acceptance of their convictions and beliefs. And 
they are growing rapidly! 

IThe Church and Change
Turning the Back to God 
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