
reliance upon God, and not upon one’s self. Only those who seek to exclude all 
works, even the commandments of the Lord, such as baptism in water for the 
remission of sins (Mark 16:15–16; Acts 2:38), have any difficulty in harmonizing 
Paul and James! Paul taught the necessity of obedience to the commands of 
Christ as plainly, positively, and emphatically as did James (Rom. 6:3–4). 

—Guy N. Woods 
Deceased 

       

~~§§§~~ 

What Do We Commemorate? 
abits can become so strong that they may lead us to do or say things 
without thought. This can even happen to us relative to worship if we do 
not take care. We may have sung a certain hymn for so many years that 

we can sing both words and music without thinking about them. The same is 
true concerning prayer. Sometimes one who leads prayers in the assembly will 
fall into a habit of using terminology that he perhaps has not really thought 
through (maybe borrowed from a prayer he has heard someone else pray). 

As I have travelled about over the years, I have heard the following phrase in-
numerable times in prayers involving the Lord’s Supper: “We thank Thee for this 
bread [or fruit of the vine, or the Lord’s Supper] which commemorates the death, 
burial, and resurrection of our Lord.” But does this statement reflect the teaching 
of Scripture? Is the Supper a memorial of all three of these events or of only one
—or two—of them? Just what does the Lord’s Supper commemorate when Scrip-
turally observed? 

Granted, the death, burial, and resurrection of the Son of God are sometimes 
spoken of together in the same context. Perhaps the best known such passage is  
1 Corinthians 15:3–4, where Paul stated that these three events constitute the very 
foundation of the Gospel. This trio of Gospel facts constitutes the “form [pattern] 
of doctrine” which one must obey in order to be free from sin (Rom. 6:17–18; 2–
5). However, neither in these contexts nor in any others in which the Lord’s 
death, burial, and resurrection are mentioned together, is the Lord’s Supper un-
der consideration. 

Contrariwise, in the passages that give us information concerning the aim of 
the Lord in establishing His memorial, it appears unmistakable that he had in 
mind His death alone as the object of it. Let us examine the evidence.  

The bread and fruit of the vine are (i.e., represent, symbolize) His body and His 
blood, respectively (Mat. 26:26–28a; Mark 14:22–24a; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:24–
25). The Lord distinctly connected the fruit of the vine with the blood which He 
would (and did) soon shed in His cruel crucifixion (Mat. 26:28b; Mark 14:24b; 
Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 10:16; 11:25). Can anyone question, therefore, that the symbol-
ism of His body in the bread would likewise relate to the sacrifice of His body in 
the Calvary execution? 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—that she might be restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   16 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 18 
Contribution                                         $880.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $954.77 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish

Northpoint 
Church of Christ 

Greenway Plaza, 4224 N. I-35 
Denton, Texas 76207 

940.220.9931 
northpointcoc@hotmail.com  

www.northpointcoc.com 
www.thescripturecache.com 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:30 AM 
Worship 10:30 AM 
Worship 1:00 PM 

Wednesday 
B.C./Worship 7:00 PM

The 
Northpoint 
Lighthouse 

Volume 11, Number 50 
December 13, 2015

H

http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.thescripturecache.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.northpointcoc.com
http://www.thescripturecache.com


other way, it’s a mistake to do anything that leaves the impression that we attach 
any religious significance to this time of year. We simply have no Scriptural au-
thority to do so (just as we have no authority for attaching any religious signifi-
cance to the holiday known as “Easter”). Christmas is not a celebration of the 
birth of Christ, and we are not authorized to think or speak of it in such a way. 
Jesus is not “the reason for the season.” He is the reason for our joy and hope— 
every single day of the year.  

—Andy McClish 
Marietta, GA 

or centuries James 2:14–26, has been the occasion of much controversy; 
and, it was this passage which prompted Martin Luther to regard the 
Epistle of James with considerable contempt and to describe it as “a right 

strawy one.” Others, who entertain no doubts regarding the inspiration of the 
book and passage, have nevertheless engaged in much useless and vain specula-
tion thereon in an effort to harmonize an alleged conflict of teaching between 
James and Paul. There are those who believe that Paul, in Romans 4:1–6, teaches 
that justification is by faith without works of any kind; and, inasmuch as James, 
in this passage (2:14–26), quite obviously affirms that there is no justification 
apart from works, it poses quite a problem for the advocates or the doctrine of 
salvation by faith only. Moreover, Paul, in Ephesians 2:8–9, wrote: “for by grace 
have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not of works, that no man should glory.” 

Yet, James asserted: 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac 
his son upon the altar? Thou seest that faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect (Jam. 2:21–22). 
It should be apparent to the most casual reader that Paul and James are dis-

cussing two different kinds or works in these passages. Paul refers to works 
which are excluded [all emph. DM] from God’s plan to save; James discusses 
works which are included in it. Each writer gives the characteristics of the works 
under consideration. Those excluded, discussed by Paul, are works in which one 
might glory (exult in, boast of); the works included (mentioned by James) are 
those which perfect faith. Of the first category, works of which a man might boast 
and in which he might glory, are human, meritorious works, works of human 
achievement, works the design of which is to earn salvation. Were it possible for 
man to devise a plan by which he could save himself, he could dispense with 
grace, accomplish his own deliverance from sin, and glory in God’s presence. 
Such of course, is utterly impossible. All such works are excluded. 

The works included, and discussed by James, are the commandments of the 
Lord, obedience to which is absolutely essential to salvation (1 John 2:4; 2 The. 
1:7–9). Humble submission to the will of God as expressed in His command-
ments, far from involving works of the type excluded, demonstrate complete 

However, that He had His sacrificial death and that alone in mind as the intent 
of His memorial Supper is conclusively seen in Paul’s words: “For as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death [not “death, bur-
ial, and resurrection”] till he come” (1 Cor. 11:26, emp. DM). While it is impossi-
ble for the religion of Christ to exist apart from the resurrection (and the burial 
from which He arose), the Lord did not have these in mind when He established 
the supper and said, “This do in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:24–
25).  

Let us take care to pray in harmony with the teaching of Scripture, both at the 
Lord’s Table and elsewhere. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

ndoubtedly, during this holiday season more people (in our culture, at 
least) will be thinking and talking about the birth of Jesus than at any 
other time of the year. We see the effect of this phenomenon in various 

marketing and advertising campaigns, music that is played on popular radio 
stations, greeting cards, and slogans such as, “Jesus is the reason for the season.”  

The birth of Christ is certainly among the most important (supernatural) 
events in the overall history of the world. It was/is a cause for great joy—some-
thing which God saw fit to have recorded in His Word. It signaled the implemen-
tation and the culmination of His Scheme of Redemption, the gift of complete 
forgiveness, available to all mankind. However, as important as the birth of the 
Son of God is, it pales in comparison to His death and resurrection. Christ’s birth 
was simply the means God chose to bring the Savior into this world. His birth 
was not (as is true with us) the beginning of His existence (John 1:1–2, 14). But 
His death and resurrection are the events without which we would all be con-
demned to eternal torment.  

The Scriptures authorize and obligate us, in very specific language, to have a 
special, religious observance to commemorate the death of Jesus (every first day 
of the week—Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:26). The scriptures are completely silent, how-
ever, with regard to any special commemoration of His birth. We’re not even told 
when it occurred.  

Lest the point of this article be misunderstood, there is nothing wrong with 
Christians participating in the secular traditions surrounding “Christmas” that 
have evolved in this country. It is no different, in principle, from observing vari-
ous traditions that we associate with Independence Day (e.g., fireworks and 
cookouts). It is good for families and friends to come together, exchange gifts, 
and share a special meal; and no Scriptural principles are violated by these prac-
tices.  

However, we need to be careful that we don’t give anyone the wrong impres-
sion about what we’re doing when we celebrate “Christmas.” False teaching and 
practice are just as wrong on this subject as they are on any other. To put it an-
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