
wise and strong. “For there must also be heresies (divisions) among you, that 
they which are approved may be made manifest among you” (1 Cor. 11:19). Divi-
sions must come until we are all willing to be led by God. 

—David Lipscomb  
Deceased (1831–1917) 

[Editor’s note: Lipscomb wrote these lines when the introduction of instrumental 
music into public worship was causing grievous divisions among formerly unit-
ed brethren. However, the principles he states regarding fellowship are for every 
age and for every controversy involving rebellion against the authority of the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords. DM]   

ALL or  None 
n an article on OneNewsNow.com, Peter Heck reviewed recent 
statements by Rob Bell, identified with “the hipster emerging church 
movement.” Heck discussed Bell’s suggestion of universal salvation, 
which implies a denial of the existence of Hell. Heck rightly asked:  

If one can ignore the exclusive nature of the Gospel message…, interpreting 
it away for some universalist, liberal doctrine that soothes itching ears, what 
prevents one from doing the same with any sticky or uncomfortable teaching 
of Scripture? 
Heck thereby zeroed in on a basic principle regarding the Bible: It is a unit, a 

harmonious whole. We do not have the luxury of approaching the Bible as if 
shopping in a supermarket—placing in our doctrinal “carts” only what pleases 
our palates at the moment, leaving the rest on the “shelves.” If the doctrines of 
Heaven, Hell, and salvation only for obedient believers in Jesus as the Christ 
(John 8:24; 14:6; Mat. 7:21–23; et al.) are dispensable, then by what principle is 
any of it worthy of respect? To many, of course, all of it is equally dispensable. 

Such mishandling of Scripture robs it of any authority. To thus abuse the Bible 
renders it little more than an interesting museum piece. One may as well run it 
through a paper shredder and be done with it. The Bible accentuates the all-or-
none approach to its contents. Psalms 119:160 states: “The sum of thy word is 
truth” (ASV, emph. DM). Only when we take all of it and fit it all together can we 
know fully the will of God on any subject. Accordingly, 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16; emph. 
DM). 
Early Jewish Christians sought to “cherry-pick” circumcision from Moses’ law 

and make it a condition of salvation (Acts 15:1). Paul exposed their folly: “Yea, I 
testify again to every man that receiveth circumcision, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law” (Gal. 5:3, emph. DM). God’s Word must be taken as a whole.  

Theological liberalism/modernism has always been scarcely more than thinly 
disguised universalism. The “Emerging Church” brand of liberalism simply 
takes it to its logical end. For two centuries modernist theologians have denied  

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo, faithful 
Christian wife and mother  
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—that she might be restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   16 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                            N/C 
Contribution                                      $1,229.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $960.36 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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What, by the way (wherever this is received), is the “stance” of the congrega-
tion where you are? Is the doctrine of God sounded forth powerfully and plainly, 
and without modification, addition, subtraction, or dilution? Is the congregation 
a “disciplinary” one, in that sin is rebuked, and the wayward and disobedient are 
seen to with dispatch? Are the Bible classes known for their emphasis on the 
Word of God, or are the classes given to playtime and waste-time? Have the el-
ders led the congregation in taking a stand against worldliness, sectarianism, and 
every other form of error that will weaken and finally kill the church? Is the em-
phasis of the congregation’s work that of preaching and teaching rather than en-
tertainment and social work? Are those in the congregation content to abide in 
God’s will, rather than always having a desire for something new and appealing 
that they can borrow from sectarianism? Are those who stand up to preach and 
teach grounded in the faith, with no disposition to traipse off into liberalism, 
anti-ism, or any other “ism”?  

Oh yes, a congregation has a “stance”―a name, a reputation. Preachers can 
help it be known for what it is, good or bad. Elders can do the same. So can Bible 
class teachers. So can any of the members. What is entered into the eternal record 
books, under our names, will be that which we did/failed to do while members 
of the congregations where we lived. We will partake of, support, condone, and 
further whatever “stance” the congregation has taken. Now, the question again: 
How is it where you are? Are you ready to face God concerning it?  

—W.N. (Bill) Jackson 
Deceased 

ivision in the churches is painful. It wrings the heart with anguish. 
But God asked, “Can two walk together except they be agreed?”  
(Amos 3:3). This is a strong declaration that they cannot. It is true as 

applied to both God and man. Can you walk with God unless you agree with 
Him? He claims to be the Lord, the only Ruler of the universe. 

Can you walk with him while you insist on making laws and changing his or-
der? It also applies to men. Can two walk together when one insists on going 
another way? Often, those we love force us to the choice as to whether we will 
cling to God or go with them. If we love God better than we love them, we will 
cling to God and His ways. If division must come, let it come along the lines of 
love and loyalty to God.  

If we separate from others and do not walk with God, another separation must 
come. Separation after separation must come until the lines of cleavage run with 
the line of loyalty to God. Until division along this line is reached, divisions must 
continue and multiply. As soon as, and not until, divisions along this line are 
reached, the union with God and those true to Him will be permanent. 

God is directing these things and does all things well. All we have to do is 
stand firm and true to God and His word all along the line, and leave results 
with Him. We can do nothing else. We are poor and foolish and weak; God is 

the Bible’s miracles, ridiculed its veracity, inspiration, and infallibility, and re-
placed the true Gospel with their humanistic “social gospel.” If such Biblical 
fundamentals are dispensable, why then should the Gospel’s moral strictures 
(e.g., lying, fornication, adultery, theft, sodomy, et al.) be matters of concern? The 
Emerging Church “theology” has evolved from that seedbed. This new breed of 
modernism is consistent, if nothing else—holding all Scripture in contempt. 

Some among us are little better. Most of the universities founded by brethren 
began their “supermarket” approach to Scripture decades ago, which has 
brought them to postures 180 degrees from those of their godly founders. Some 
of these schools (e.g., ACU, LU) have begun exposing their students to the 
Emerging Church weirdoes by inviting them on campus for lectures. 

There is more. So many who, until a few years ago, applied the Bible—all of it
—without fear or favor in both preaching and practice, have ceased doing so. 
They may still do the “preaching,” but they have ceased the “practice,” at least 
regarding those to whom they extend fellowship. When brethren embrace false 
teacher “A,” but continue to withhold fellowship from false teachers “B,” “C,” 
and “D,” they are “supermarket shopping” relative to Holy Writ. They have de-
cided to leave Galatians 2:6, 1 Tim. 5:21b, James 2:9, 2 John 9–11, and similar pas-
sages “on the shelf.” We call them back to the stance they have abandoned: All–
or–none application of Scripture. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

hat is the “stance” of the congregation of which you are a mem-
ber? That is a good question, and one especially appropriate in 
our day. It has been shown, time and time again, that a person 
baptized can grow and develop into a knowledgeable, working, 

and faithful child of God due, to a great extent, to the congregation wherein he 
has his membership. The opposite has been shown also. In fact, it is seen in the 
movement that some members must make through job transfers and other fac-
tors. When one leaves a sound and faithful congregation and places membership 
with and serves in a congregation known for “what it will tolerate,” that child of 
God will change also. The individual will accept and blend in with the congrega-
tion. It depends on the congregation’s “stance.”  

For sure, a congregation will have a name, a reputation, based on its work and 
its “stance.” Rome was known for having a faith spoken of throughout the world 
(Rom. 1:8). Thessalonica was known for its sounding out the Word into distant 
areas (1 The. 1:8). The churches of Macedonia were known for their liberal giving 
(2 Cor. 8:1–5). Sardis, once having a good name, and with some of that still lin-
gering in the minds of men, nevertheless was told by the Lord that “thou art 
dead” (Rev. 3:1). We recall hearing of one person’s saying, “This congregation is 
known for its love, and that congregation is known for its doctrine!” That, 
brethren, is tragic. Love and doctrine are combined within the system of the 
Lord. Jesus combined them in his statement in John 14:15.  
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