
drinking alcohol, dancing, gambling, immodest apparel, Hell, the Bible version 
issue, adultery, denominations (or the one church), divorce and remarriage, and 
others. Many years ago I found myself in the preacher’s parade of a certain con-
gregation. All seemed to be going well. When I met with the elders, I was told 
they were considering me for the work; but, if I came they let it be known that I 
would do well not to preach on two Biblical topics (use your imagination), or the 
version issue. I thanked them for their time and then did my “Elvis imperson-
ation” and left the building! 

—Jess Whitlock 
Denison, TX 

The Words of  Jesus 
esus Christ was remarkable for His “mighty works and wonders and 
signs” (Acts 2:22). Those who heard Him were also “astonished at his 
teaching” (Mat. 7:28b; cf. John 7:46). He was fully conscious of the signifi-
cance of His words, as indicated by His repeated reference to “the words I 

have spoken.” Consider now His words (emph. DM) in regard to their: 
• Fountainhead: His words did not come from any human source. “The words 

that I say unto you I speak not from myself” (John 14:10b; cf. 7:16; 8:28). If His 
message was not from God, He was a liar, perhaps an insane liar. However, His 
signs and miracles confirmed that He was neither (John 3:2; 20:30–31; Acts 
2:22). Therefore, His words were not human philosophy or subjective opinion, 
but Divine Truth. 

• Force: “Already ye are clean because of the word which I have spoken unto 
you” (John 15:3). He spoke these words to the apostles on the eve of His cruci-
fixion. Their belief in Him and their obedience to His Word had rendered them 
cleansed of their sins. Jesus’ words have the same power for all. His Gospel is 
“the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). The sinner is cleansed of the 
stain of sin by the blood of Christ in the act of Baptism (Acts 22:16; Rev. 1:5). He 
thus cleansed His church as a whole, cleansing each member of it by “the 
washing of water with the word” (Eph. 5:26; cf. Jam. 1:21; 1 Pet. 1:22). 

• Fruitfulness: “The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are 
life” (John 6:63). As physical food nourishes our bodies, so Jesus’ words (i.e., 
the entire New Testament) provide spiritual nourishment and life. When an 
honest heart receives this “seed of the kingdom,” it produces abundant good 
fruit (Luke 8:11–15).  

• Faithfulness: “These are my words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law 
of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24:44). Je-
sus reminded His apostles that He had repeatedly identified Himself as the 
One toward whom the Old Testament pointed (e.g., Mat. 5:17; 22:42–45; John 
5:45–46; et al.). They could thus depend on His: identity claims (John 8: 24), 
teaching about His church/kingdom (Mat. 16:18–19), teaching about moral 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo, faithful 
Christian wife and mother  
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—that she might be restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $887.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $954.52 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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This country is at a critical juncture in its existence. Decent people must either 
take a stand—and a firm one—against immorality and its endorsement in high 
places, or we will witness the end of a country that once stood as a bastion of 
freedom and moral rectitude. And this is not “preaching politics.” God's longsuf-
fering ended when He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, and it could well end 
soon for this country that has been the recipient of the greatest blessings in the 
history of the human race. 

Evil men in high places may politicize morality and call it “politics,” but 
Christians must never fall for that kind of thinking. We must lift up our voices 
“like a trumpet, cry aloud, and spare not” (Isaiah 58:1), and let the chips fall 
where they may. This land is ruled (yes, “ruled” not governed) by evil men, and 
the sooner they are gone from high places, the better—and that includes, but is 
not limited to, the current White House occupant. I have never preached on poli-
tics and do not ever intend to, but evil men have trampled underfoot the moral 
laws of God, calling evil “good” and good “evil,” and we cannot remain silent in 
the face of their wickedness. 

—Jerry C. Brewer 
Elk City, OK 

n Joshua’s farewell address he stated, “Take good heed therefore unto 
yourselves, that ye love Jehovah your God” (Jos. 23:11). However, as we 
soon discover, the people of God did not always love Him as Joshua 
charged. In the book of Judges we learn that “the people served Jehovah 

all the days of Joshua...and Joshua...the servant of Jehovah died...and there arose 
another generation after them, that knew not Jehovah” (Jud. 2:7–8, 10); and that 
is when it happened: “And the children of Israel did that which was evil in the 
sight of Jehovah, and served the Baalim; and they forsook Jehovah, the God of 
their fathers, Who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other 
gods” (vv. 11–12). The cycle of the book of Judges involves seven apostasies, sev-
en bondages, and seven deliverances of God’s servants, the judges. Why? Be-
cause they did not take good heed and love the Lord God.  

When we come to the time of God’s servants, the prophets, things are not far-
ing any better. Isaiah penned:  

For it is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the 
law of Jehovah, that say to the seers, see not, and to the prophets, prophesy 
deceits, get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy 
One of Israel to cease from before us (Isa. 30:9–11).  
When they ceased to love God, they had no desire to hear God’s Truth. The 

people of God sank deeper and deeper into apostasy as we learn in an honest in-
vestigation of the messages of the great prophets of God.  

Today, there are those, even in the Lord’s church, that need to “take good heed 
...to love Jehovah your God.” It is utterly amazing, the increasing number of 
brethren who do not want to hear the Word of the Lord on such subjects as 

purity (Mat. 5:21–32; 15:19–20; 19:4–9; et al.), teaching about salvation (Mark 
16:16), promises to the faithful (John 14:1–3), and His promises about the 
Judgment (Mat. 25:31–46). He is “the faithful witness” (Rev. 1:5). 

• Finality: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day”  
(John 12:48). We will not be judged by human tribunals or laws, but by the ab-
solute Truth of Jesus’ words. He will have the final word. 

—Dub McClish  
Denton, TX 

atan has many devices for the corruption of humanity. Among those is 
his ability to get his followers to redefine terms of morality. Many of 
those are familiar to all of us. For instance, the practice of murdering 
babies in the womb is called “abortion,” and one of Satan's devices is to 

politicize that term, along with many others.  
A few years ago a deacon in a congregation in Oklahoma chastised the 

preacher for speaking against abortion, saying that he was preaching on “poli-
tics.” Now we all know that partisan politics have no place in the pulpit and no 
faithful Gospel preacher would ever preach on such topics. But the devil, and his 
followers in high places, know that if they can persuade men that preaching on 
the morals God has ordained is “politics” they can silence opposition to their 
immorality. The same is true with sodomy. If it can be politicized, preachers who 
preach the Truth on it can be silenced.  

It's often been said by liberals that “you can't legislate morality,” and they are 
(in a sense) correct. Man cannot legislate morality. God has already done that. 
His immutable moral code, by which He intends men to live, was impressed 
upon the human race in the beginning and cannot be changed. Of course, what 
politicians mean by that statement is that legislatures or Congress cannot legis-
late against immorality. When it is proposed that gambling, liquor, or “same-sex 
marriage” be made illegal, the cry goes up, “You can’t legislate morality.” Those 
proposals do not pretend to legislate in the moral realm. What they propose to 
do is to align man's secular laws with the moral law of God. What objectors real-
ly mean is, “You can’t pass a law that agrees with God's moral law and opposes 
our hedonism.” 

American society—and most of the world, for that matter—is as pagan as any 
ancient culture. The current White House occupant recently endorsed sodomite 
“marriages” [and the Supreme Court later legitimized them, DM] and that ought 
to make decent folks tremble. When the highest office in the land demonstrates 
that it lives by no moral code higher than an alley cat—although alley cats dis-
dain sodomy—the outlook is indeed dark for successive generations of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. And it becomes even darker when we consider that 
speaking out against such wickedness as abortion and sodomy is considered 
“preaching politics” within the church and “hate speech” without.  

I
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