
 You were a Bible class teacher and had prepared your lesson well, but when 
class time came, hardly anyone came to your class. How would you feel?  

Everyone in the church treated visitors and new members like you do. Would 
they feel welcome and “at home” among us?  

Every member of the church were just like you. How strong would the church 
be?  

This would be your last day on earth. How would you use it?  
—B.B. James 

Deceased (Lavonne’s father) 

      ~~§§§~~ 

“Born Again”  Christians 
nce, while I was discussing the Bible with a man, he said that his wife 
had become a “born again” Christian awhile back. President Jimmy 
Carter claimed to be a “born again” Christian. Born Again is the title of a 

movie that was shown nationwide a several years ago, tracing the alleged “con-
version” of one of the Watergate principals. It is not enough to be a Christian 
anymore. Unless one is a “born again” Christian, he is ostensibly only second 
rate. Apparently, what most people refer to by born again is a claim to have been 
baptized in the Holy Spirit or at least to have had some sort of sensational “spiri-
tual experience.” 

Not coincidentally, this description has emerged with the rapid numerical 
growth of the Pentecostal/Holiness phenomenon in the past three or four dec-
ades. Until then the claim of “Holy Spirit baptism” was largely confined to the 
Pentecostal sects. However, with the spread of their doctrine across denomina-
tional lines (including both Catholic and major Protestant groups), the claim of 
this subjective religious experience has become the “in” thing among small and 
great. The Holy-Spirit-baptism bug has even bitten some of our brethren, once 
sound in the faith. It is not my intent to question the sincerity of any person who 
claims to have been thus “born again,” but sincerity has never been the arbiter of 
Truth and error. Rather, what does the Bible say? 

Jesus taught that every person must be born again to see/enter the kingdom of 
God (i.e., to be saved, to be added to the church—John 3:3, 5). This simply means 
that there is no other “kind” of Christian besides a “born again” Christian. If 
one is a Christian or is saved, he is born again; if one has not been born again (by 
Scriptural definition, of course) he is not saved or a Christian. The New Testa-
ment makes no distinction. To speak of a “born again” Christian is comparable to 
speaking of an unbelieving infidel. Both expressions are prime illustrations of 
tautology. 

Jesus defined the new birth as being “born of water and the Spirit” (John 3:3, 
5). In every birth there must be a begetting or implantation of seed (from which 
the new life springs) and upon germination, a coming forth of the newly formed 
life. In the new birth, the Holy Spirit does the begetting through His inspired 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo, faithful 
Christian wife and mother  
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     12 
Sunday AM Worship                      12                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   12 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 18 
Contribution                                         $832.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $956.02 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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situations, when all is said and done, if children are rebellious enough, there 
comes the time when there is nothing that parents can do to change the rebel-
lious child. Remember, after others have done all that they can do, change is ef-
fected by the person who needs to change (Jos. 24:15; Acts 2:40; 8:22; 2 Pet. 3:9; 
Rev. 2:5). 

As a faithful member of the Lord’s church many times one’s hands are tied 
regarding the various decisions other church members make insofar as changing 
said members (2 Tim. 4:10; Rev. 2:21–25). Even when such decisions will have a 
detrimental impact on the whole church, there comes the time when the faithful 
child of God must conclude that, at least at this juncture, there is nothing else 
that can be done to alter the matter (Hos. 4:17; 3 John 9); especially is this true 
regarding false teachers. Some brethren just will not be warned.                                                                                                                                     

Finally, when all is said and done, the faithful children of God can and must 
act to protect themselves and other faithful brethren from the consequences of 
wrong decisions made by others (Jos. 9:1–21). What else could or can a faithful 
child of God do? 

“I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses con-
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). 

—David Brown 
Spring, TX 

our child came in from school and said that the teacher had given him 
some homework to do and he did not want to do it. Would you insist 
that it be done anyway?   

The child you use as an excuse for not doing your Christian duties were to get 
sick, or even die. Would not all of your excuses seem rather flimsy?  

You spent as much time reading the Bible as you do watching TV. How much 
more would you know about the Bible?  

Every member of the church resolved to go a whole day without saying a bad 
thing about another person. Would that not be pleasant?  

Every member of the church were to attend worship on a given Sunday. 
Would that not be great!  

The Lord should prosper you through the week according to the amount you 
give on the Lord’s Day. Could you get by on it? 

Someone should ask you a question about the Bible. Could you give them an 
answer? 

Someone should ask you why we meet for worship on the first day of every 
week. Could you give them an answer?  

Someone should ask why we do not use a mechanical instrument in worship. 
Could you tell them?  

Someone should ask you why we practice immersion instead of sprinkling for 
baptism. Could you show them from the Bible?  

Word, rather than through a “better-felt-than-told” experience. The spiritual seed 
in the new birth is the Word of God (Luke 8:11; Jam. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23, 25). When 
the Holy Spirit’s “seed” is “planted” in one’s heart and it begins to germinate, it 
produces (1) faith in Jesus as the Christ (Rom. 10:17), (2) a confession of one’s 
faith (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:10), and (3) the determination to repent of one’s sins 
(Acts 2:38). At this point, one is ready to be born of water (i.e., baptized—im-
mersed in and brought forth from water, not the Holy Spirit) in order to receive 
forgiveness of sins and thus be saved (Acts 2:38–41, 47; 8:36–39; 22:16; Rom. 6:3–
4; et al.).  

Jesus’ own explanation of the new birth is in Mark 16:16a: “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved.” There is no miracle or mystery to the new birth; 
it is simply obedience to Christ’s plan of salvation. Everyone who has heard and 
obeyed the Gospel terms of pardon is a Christian, thus born again—and none 
others are. 

     —Dub McClish 
     Denton, TX 

ne of the most difficult, perplexing, and heartrending situations is when 
one must sit back and watch others make decisions, the results of which 
will create more problems than the decision-makers ever thought. In 

fact, what compounds the problem is when one knows that those making the de-
cisions think that their choice is the solution to a legitimate problem or problems. 

There is a further compounding of the problem when the decision-makers 
have been taught correctly and yet to no benefit concerning the decisions they 
make. In circumstances of this nature, some persons are moved to ask what they 
can do to help the situation. The answer many times is: At this point there is 
nothing anyone can do that has not been done. 

To volunteer information to those who could have asked such of you, but did 
not, is folly. Under such circumstances people simply open themselves up to all 
manner of unwarranted charges and accusations. People need to learn where 
their responsibility begins and ends in trying to help others. Thus, under such 
circumstances and insofar as being able to help them, honest folks must finally 
conclude that their hands are tied. 

God’s hands were tied regarding Adam and Eve’s decision to sin. God had 
informed them as to what was right and wrong and had told them of the conse-
quences if they chose to sin. Their choice (and its blessings or consequences) was 
theirs alone to make (Gen. 3). Such has been the case with God and man to the 
present and will continue for all time. What else could or can God do? (Rom. 
1:21–32; 3:23; Rev. 22:17). 

Parent’s hands are tied regarding their children’s decisions. Besides setting a 
Christian example before their children, godly parents have the responsibility of 
teaching, training, and disciplining them (Eph. 6:4). Some children, while still in 
the home, will appreciate none of this and decide to go their own way. In such 
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When Hands Are “Tied”

Just Suppose That… O


