
the Great Commission, He didn’t say, “Go ye into all the world and see if people 
are interested, and if they are, then preach the Gospel.” It isn’t the Christian’s 
responsibility to motivate people. It is his responsibility to, “preach the word.” 
We must never quit preaching the Gospel.  

—Jerry C. Brewer  
Elk City, OK   

       ~~§§§~~

Goodness and Severity 

he apostle Paul urged the Roman saints: “Behold then the goodness and 
severity of God” (Rom. 11:22a). In context, Paul recounted God’s severity 
toward His chosen people, the Jews, because they “fell” in unbelief, cru-

cifying their Savior and rejecting His saving Gospel. In His goodness, however, 
He accepted the Gentiles because they more readily believed and obeyed the 
Gospel, but he warned them that God would also reject them if they fell.  

This historical account demonstrates a fundamental aspect of God’s nature: 
The balance of mercy and judgment, of kindness and wrath. Men tend to view 
God in extremes. Some depict Him as a mean, wrath-filled ogre Who sits on 
high, eager to see someone transgress or fall short of His Divine will. Some see 
Him as one who makes arbitrary, capricious judgments and delights in our suf-
fering. Others view Him as a cosmic Santa Claus who is utterly indulgent toward 
us, dispensing his saving grace to all without condition and never calling anyone 
to account for sins or errors. Both extremes are equally flawed.  

The Bible provides ample illustrations both of God’s goodness and severity— 
traits, by the way, which are not contradictory, but complementary. 
The Goodness of God— 
• He created mankind in his own image, sinless, with free will—capable of re-

sponding to or rejecting His will, and with immortal souls that can live with 
Him eternally (Gen. 1:26–27). 

• When Eve and Adam sinned, God announced His plan to provide a Redeemer 
and Savior to enable men to overcome the arch foe (Gen. 3:15). 

• He providentially and historically worked through various persons, times, and 
circumstances to create the right time and conditions to send the virgin-born 
Redeemer and Savior (Gal. 4:4). 

• He revealed His will through inspired men (2 Tim. 3:16–17) and placed in the 
Gospel the power to save (Rom. 1:16). 

• He offers salvation to all, greatly desiring that all be saved from sin and eternal 
separation from Him (Mat. 11:28–30; 2 Tim. 2:4) through faith and obedience 
(Mat. 7:21; Mark 16:16; Heb. 5:9). 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family. Kelley Jo, faithful Christian wife and 
mother, passed suddenly into eternity Wednesday morning after collapsing in their home 
Tuesday and never regaining consciousness. Kelley Jo was a wonderful friend and a noble 
example of Christian womanhood to all who knew her. The home address is 1906 Stone-
wall Drive, Union City, TN 38261. The memorial service for Kelley Jo was conducted Sat-
urday in Union City.  
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   10 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                      $1,187.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $958.84 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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many “would-be gospels” competing with the one true Gospel, we find it most 
“practical” to preach the one and oppose all others.  

It is “practical” to preach for the saving of souls. I have heard men (who have 
preached long enough to know better) stand before an audience of Christians 
and non-Christians and speak for thirty, forty, or more minutes and never even 
give a clue as to what one must do to be saved (initially) or the way to be 
restored. They argue that if one wished to know, one could ask. The same is true 
for the rest of their lesson as well. If it is not “practical” to give the plan of salva-
tion and restoration, why is it not? Is it because “everyone” probably already 
knows it? That didn’t stop Peter from reminding brethren (2 Pet. 3:1–2). Preach-
ing is a time to educate, remind, and exhort. It is not a showcase opportunity for 
a public speaker. Tell people what to do to be saved; it won’t hurt you, and it 
might save them. 

—Tim Smith 
Deceased 

hurches of Christ were the fastest growing religious body in the United 
States in the 1950s, and most of that growth came from personal efforts. 
Faithful Christians made it their practice to study their Bibles and en-

gage their friends and neighbors in discussing it and teaching them the plan of 
salvation. When the time came for the annual Gospel meeting, the ground was 
prepared and the visiting evangelist planted the seed and a harvest was reaped. 
In a Gospel meeting in 1952 at Taylor, OK, a small country church south of our 
home, 25 people were baptized—including my grandfather and two uncles. The 
folks at Taylor had prepared the soil for the harvest.   

But evangelizing on a personal basis to snatch souls from Hell’s fire just 
doesn’t seem important to multitudes of individual Christians today. Perhaps it’s 
because they are infected with what I call, “The Judas Syndrome” when it comes 
to their Christianity. Judas went to the chief priests asking, “What will ye give 
me...” (Mat. 26:15). He considered the Lord not as Savior and Lord, but as a 
means to obtain some material benefit. Sadly, that’s how many so-called Chris-
tians view the Lord today. Instead of a life of sacrifice and labor in the Lord’s 
kingdom, they come to the church asking, “What will ye give me?”   

But Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; they are white al-
ready to harvest” (John 4:35). Rather than looking inward at the kingdom to see 
what we can gain, we ought to be looking outward to the “harvest field” and 
preaching the soul-saving Gospel.   

“But people aren’t as interested today,” is an objection often heard. That’s true. 
But what did Paul say? “Preach the word; be instant in season; out of season...”  
(2 Tim. 4:2). Brother Marshall Keeble used to say of that passage, “That means 
when they like it and when they don’t like it.” It’s true that interest in spiritual 
matters has taken a back seat to material pursuits in our wealthy society. But that 
does not absolve us of our responsibility to preach the Word. When Jesus gave 

• The ultimate proof of His goodness was the sending of His only begotten Son 
and the death of His Son on the cross for our salvation (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8). 

 The Severity of God— 
• He drove Adam and Eve from Eden and placed a curse upon them because of 

their sins, fulfilling His warning that if they ate the forbidden fruit they would 
that day die (Gen. 3:16–24). 

• He destroyed the world by a flood because of the almost universal exceeding 
wickedness of mankind (Gen. 6:5; 7:4). 

• He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of the abomination of homosexu-
al behavior, thereafter called “sodomy” (Gen. 19:24–25). 

• He caused Nebuchadnezzar to conquer, enslave, and deport His chosen people 
because of their idolatry and apostasy (Eze. 7:8–9). 

• He will pour out His wrath against all sin at the Judgment (Mat. 7:22–23; 25:41, 
46; Rom. 1:18; 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 The. 1:7–9; et al.). 
God will at last be “good” or “severe” to each one of us, depending on our re-

sponse to His revealed Word (John 12:48). 
—Dub McClish 

Denton, TX 

e sometimes hear this request (demand) with respect to teaching and 
preaching, and by definition it is a worthy goal. However, usually the 
one making such a statement is making it to get the preacher off of 

“doctrinal” and “procedural” preaching and to start talking about things that 
matter less. Let us consider for a moment some practical things preachers should 
preach about.  

Although many misuse and misunderstand what “doctrine” is, we will begin 
with the following to demonstrate that “doctrinal” preaching is most practical 
(usable). Second John 9–11 tells us that those not having the right doctrine do not 
have God with them, whereas those having the right doctrine have both the Fa-
ther and the Son. First Timothy 4:16 tells us to take heed to the doctrine. Acts 2:42 
tells us that early Christians continued in the “apostles’ doctrine.” Romans 16:17–
18 tells us to mark and avoid those not bringing Christ’s doctrine. Matthew 7:28 
tells us that Jesus preached “doctrine” and astonished the people. Matthew 15:9 
tells us that false doctrine renders our worship vain. First Timothy 4:1 warns of 
“doctrines of devils.” Titus 2:1 commands that we “speak the things which befit 
the sound doctrine.” Some want us to stop preaching sound doctrine and some 
have stopped doing so, but we are commanded to do it and it is most “practical” 
subject matter.  

It is “practical” to preach on adding to or subtracting from the Word of God, 
for God condemns such (Rev. 22:18–19). We are also told that there is no other 
Gospel than the Gospel of Christ that offers salvation (Gal. 1:6–9). Since there are 

CSOMETHING “Practical”

We Must Never Quit… 
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