
A common compliment given preachers is, “I’ve never heard him preach er-
ror.” But has he addressed the marriage, divorce, and remarriage issues that en-
snare so many brethren today? Has he preached against “social” drinking and 
immodest attire? Has he preached against liberalism? Has he addressed any of 
the fellowship issues the church faces today?  

One cannot preach the Truth without preaching against error. One cannot live 
righteously without being warned against sin. A congregation cannot long re-
main faithful without deliberately avoiding the missteps of the faithless.  

Let us never be afraid or ashamed to preach God’s “noes.”  
—Lee Moses 

Union City, TN 

 ~~§§§~~
God’s Grace Is Exclusive 

hat God “would have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. 2:4) is the declaration 
of his ideal will. God also has what may be described as His conditional 
will, however, which limits His ideal will. He created us with free will, 

and our free will stands between God’s ideal and conditional wills. Man’s liber-
ty to choose is a limitation God imposed upon Himself (for none other can limit 
Him in any way).  

The true disciples of the false prophet, Mohammed, swelled (and swell) their 
ranks by the sword. The true disciples of Jesus employ sacrificial, persuasive love
—never compulsion: “Come unto me, …and I will give you rest” (Mat. 11:28). 
Jesus’ Cross will draw men to Him or they will not be drawn: “And I, if I be lift-
ed up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself” (John 12:32). 

The end of God’s grace is man’s eternal salvation: “The Lord…is longsuffering, 
…not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance”      
(2 Pet. 3:9). In spite of His ideal will, only “few” will be saved at last because 
only few will thus exercise their free wills to enter the narrow gate and walk in 
the straitened way (Mat. 7:13–14). The conclusion is therefore irresistible that 
God’s bestowal of saving grace (Tit. 2:11) is conditional, thus exclusive. Those 
who deny that God’s grace is exclusive, requiring certain conditions, imply the 
doctrine of universal salvation since God wills the salvation of all. The Calvinistic 
doctrine of “irresistible grace” is equally false. Since Eve’s sin in Eden, all men 
have had the power of choice when confronted with God’s offer of grace. Paul 
begged the Corinthians to “receive not the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor. 6:1). Fur-
thermore, those once in the grace of God can fall therefrom (Gal. 5:4).  

The following statements by Jesus are samples of many that demonstrate the 
fact that God’s grace is exclusive:  
• John 3:5: “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God!” Jesus excludes 
from God’s grace all who are not born of water and the Spirit. 

• John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.” Je-
sus excludes all unbelievers. 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     17 
Sunday AM Worship                      17                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   12 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $796.22  
Contribution average (2015)          $953.53 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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first century A.D. and is recorded in the New Testament (Rom. 16:16). Campbell, 
along with a number of others, did determine to leave man-made churches and 
return to the New Testament. This, indeed, we commend him for doing. We also 
urge all people who are concerned about their souls to do the same today.  

Those who read these words should now understand that Mr. Campbell had 
nothing whatsoever to do with the establishment of the church of Christ. There is 
only one church mentioned in the New Testament and every person is urged to 
obey the Gospel of Christ, whereupon the Lord will add him to His church (Acts 
2:47). Churches of men offer no hope beyond the grave, for they all shall be root-
ed up (Mat. 15:13). Christ is going to deliver up His church to the Father follow-
ing the Day of Judgment (1 Cor. 15:23–24; Eph. 5:27).  

I plead with all to obey the Gospel of Christ, become a member of His church, 
and worship and serve him faithfully while you have the opportunity, for there is 
salvation in none other (Acts 4:12).  

—Jim Miller 
Gray, ME 

he story is told of a congregation that had long been known for teaching 
the Truth. However, this congregation got a new preacher, and within a 
couple of years had descended into total and fatal error. The previous 

preacher had been there for three decades, and the faithful respected him for 
preaching nothing but the Truth. Everybody wondered, “What happened?” 
“How did this happen?” One person who knew the congregation well explained 
it this way: “The previous preacher told them the Truth all those years. What he 
didn’t tell them was what wasn’t the Truth.” By not being warned against specif-
ic error, the congregation was left an essentially untaught congregation and an 
easy target for a change agent seeking to take over a church.  

This story has unfortunately been repeated countless times with slight varia-
tions. Elders have demanded the Truth be taught from their pulpits, at the same 
time telling preachers, “Don’t preach against that error—it’s not a problem here.” 
So when that problem finally arrives, no one is prepared for it. “Conservative” 
congregations are too often what one writer described, “Conservative in an igno-
rant, non-polemic, sweetness-and-light kind of way, which is just meat for the 
wolves.”  

No is not a very popular thing to say—and not a pleasant thing to hear. In to-
day’s pluralistic “no-one-way-is-better-than-another” mindset, even people who 
nod their heads aggressively to the firm “yeses” of the Gospel cringe whenever 
they hear the “noes.”  

The negative plays a crucial role in preaching. Two-thirds of the Lord’s com-
mission to Jeremiah was negative (Jer. 1:10). Gospel preachers are charged to 
“reprove, rebuke, exhort,” again, two-thirds negative (2 Tim. 4:2). Faithful Gospel 
preachers preach the “noes.”  

• Luke 13:3: “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner 
perish.” Jesus excludes all who refuse to repent of their sins. 

• Mat. 10:33: “But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 
before my Father who is in heaven.” Jesus excludes all who do not confess 
their faith in Him in the presence of others. 

• Mark 16:16: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that dis-
believeth shall be condemned.” Jesus excludes all who do not believe the 
Gospel and are not baptized in order to be saved. 

• Luke 9:23: “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me.” Jesus excludes all who will not live, yea, 
even suffer for Him daily. 
God’s grace is exclusive because it is conditional, depending upon the deci-

sions we make, whether to obey or disobey Him (Mat. 7:21–23). 
—Dub McClish 

Denton, TX 

hose who charge that Alexander Campbell was the founder of the church 
of Christ do so for one of the following reasons: (1) they do not know any 
better and are ignorant of the truth, (2) they do so to ridicule and to re-

flect upon the Lord's church in a bad way, or (3) they are afraid to admit that the 
church of Christ is the church of the New Testament (Mat. 16:18; Acts 2:47).  

The Lord promised to build His church (Mat. 16:18). We later read where the 
Lord began to add people to His church (Acts 2:47). Earlier in Acts 2, we learn 
that the apostles preached the Gospel in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. Those 
who believed in Jesus were instructed to repent of their sins and be baptized to 
be forgiven of their sins (Acts 2:37–38). About 3,000 of them obeyed those com-
mands, were saved, and were added to the church (vv. 41, 47). The other apostles 
were the ones who stood up with Peter, as he preached this first Gospel sermon. 
There is no mention of a man by the name of Alexander Campbell in Acts 2. 

Campbell was born in Northern Ireland in 1786 and came to this country on 
September 29, 1809. He was at one time a member of Presbyterian, and later, Bap-
tist churches. Upon finding that neither of these churches followed the teachings 
of Christ, he could no longer remain in them. Taking his New Testament, he read 
his way to an understanding of Truth.  

Here are some facts for consideration: (1) Christ established His church in A.D. 
33 (Acts 2). Campbell was not born until 1753 years later. (2) Christ purchased the 
church with His blood (Acts 20:28). Campbell never died to purchase any church. 
(3) Paul stated in approximately the year A.D. 64 that the Colossians had been 
delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of Christ 
(Col. 1:13). These were added to the kingdom/church of Christ over seventeen 
centuries before Campbell was born.  

Campbell did not originate a single doctrine or practice in the church of Christ. 
In fact, every doctrine and practice of true churches of Christ dates back to the 
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