
at Gospel meetings and lectureships of other faithful congregations when possi-
ble, needs to be habitual (Psa. 122:1; Heb. 10:25). When such things as these are 
our habits, it makes it much more difficult for disturbing and distracting habits to 
enter into our lives.  

Do we have these above-mentioned favorable practices as regular habits in our 
lives? Do we have habits in our lives that we need to remove? Let us habitually 
ask ourselves, “What are our habits?” And let us make it our habit to make our 
habits the correct habits.  

—Lee Moses 
Union City, TN 

      ~~§§§~~
God’s Grace Is Inclusive 

o speak of God’s grace is to speak of the favor He offers to undeserving 
humankind. Because of His abundant love for the apex of His creation, 
God extended His grace universally through the death of Jesus Christ, 
His only begotten Son: “For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing 

salvation to all men” (Tit. 2:11). God does not desire for only some to be saved, 
but He “would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). In His incomparable longsuffering, He does not wish “that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9b). To this 
end, His Only Begotten—the Christ—“gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 
2:6a). Accordingly, John reminded the saints to whom he wrote that “Jesus Christ 
the righteous…is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 
the whole world” (1 John 2:1b–2).  

God first revealed to Abraham that He would some day bestow a great bless-
ing on all men through his “seed”: “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed” (Gen. 22:18a). This was no generic promise that the patriarch’s 
descendants would somehow be benefactors to all mankind. Rather, the promise 
had a very specific end, as Paul made plain: “Now to Abraham were the promis-
es spoken, and to his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, 
And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16).  

God’s gracious and loving gift is His Son, through Whom everyone (“whoso-
ever”) may have the opportunity to “have eternal life” (John 3:16). Every spiritu-
al blessing is in the Christ alone (Eph. 1:3). The power necessary to save the souls 
of all men is in the Gospel (Rom. 1:16). We should therefore not be surprised that 
Jesus’ final instructions to His apostles mandated the universal proclamation of 
the Gospel, His vehicle of grace. He ordered them to take it to all the nations, the 
entire world, the whole creation, and the uttermost part of the earth (Mat. 28:19; 
Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8). Although the apostles have long since gone to 
their rewards, this commission will remain in force upon the Lord’s people until 
“the end of the world” (Mat. 28:20). Paul stated the unending cycle of the trans-
mission of the Gospel of grace among the last words we have from his pen. To 
Timothy he wrote: “And the things which thou hast heard from me among many 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     10 
Sunday AM Worship                      10                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   10 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 14 
Contribution                                         $875.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $957.28 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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• We preach to show the consequence of sin. Sinner must be convicted of their 
sins (Acts. 2:37; 4:2; 7:54), for sin separates men from God (Isa. 59:1–2). They 
must see the ugliness of their separation from the presence of God and know 
assuredly that no man will change the Truth (Eze. 18:4; Rom. 6:23), and no sin 
will go unnoticed or unpunished (Rev. 21:27). So the way is to repent (Acts 
17:30).  

• We preach the Gospel of our Lord to produce faith, as the apostle Paul said in 
his letter to the Romans, “…faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” (10:17), not by men’s stories. Therefore, man needs the Word of God to 
produce faith (Acts 15:7; Rom. 10:17). In this everyone is to be taught by God 
(John 6:45–46), for without God’s Word there is no true faith (Rom. 10:13–17).  

• We preach the Gospel to condemn error and rebuke the erring. Men’s sins 
should not be tolerated (Gal. 2:5), for there is no security in sin after hearing a 
sermon preached (Acts 2:37). Repentance comes after rebukes by God’s Word 
(1 Tim. 5:20; Tit. 2:15; Eph. 5:10–11).  
God designed preaching as a means of reaching the lost world. Do you preach 

the sound Words of Christ? 
—Benard Ooko Kagaga 

Ndhiwa, Kenya 

gatha Christie wrote, “Curious things, habits. People never knew they 
had them.” Many deny that they have habits, yet each of us has them. 
People generally think of habits as negative—they think of such things 
as smoking, drinking, drugs, and other such things. Habits can consume 

one’s life to the point where that person is no longer in control over whether or 
not he does those things. A famous educator made the statement, “Habit is a ca-
ble; we weave a thread of it every day, and at last we can not break it.” The word 
of God warns against such dominion over one’s life: “All things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought under the power of any” (1 Cor. 6:12). But when 
each of us has habits, how can we avoid being “brought under the power of 
any”?  

Daniel urged Nebuchadnezzar, “Break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine 
iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor” (Dan. 4:27). Nebuchadnezzar’s habits 
had been “sins” and “iniquities,” but he was to replace those habits with the reg-
ular practice of righteousness and mercy. These were to become his new habits. If 
any of us have habits we need to overcome, the best way is by replacing them 
with healthy, wholesome, and holy habits. As Thomas à Kempis noted, “Habit is 
overcome by habit.”  

And there are habits which need to be part and parcel of our everyday life, re-
gardless of whether or not we have others we need to break. Prayer needs to be a 
habitual practice, for we are to “Pray without ceasing” (1 The. 5:21). Regular Bi-
ble reading, study, and meditation need to be daily habits (Psa. 1:1–3; Rom. 10:17; 
2 Timothy 2:15). Attendance at every meeting of the local congregation, as well as 

witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach oth-
ers also” (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Jesus did not “taste of death” for only a few or even for many, but “for every 
man” (Heb. 2:9). The Calvinistic doctrine of the “limited atonement” is palpably 
false; God extended grace through Jesus’ atonement to all mankind. The opposite 
and equally erroneous atonement error is universalism—the idea of unlimited 
and unconditional atonement through Jesus’ blood. One errs exceedingly to con-
fuse the truth that all have the opportunity to be saved with the fatal error that 
all will be saved.  

One can only marvel that the one true and living omnipotent God is so gener-
ous, gracious, and loving toward His rebellious creatures. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX  

here are so many things we cannot separate for God has joined them to-
gether. One of these is preaching and salvation of man. God commanded 
us to “Go” (Mark 16:15–16) out preaching the soul saving Gospel of our 
Lord to whoever will obey His power to save (Rom. 1:16–17), but the 

question is, “Why do we preach the Gospel?” This is asked because many folks 
have missed the focus for this.  
• We preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus to declare the Good News as the Apos-

tle Paul said, “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10:15b), that is, declaring 
the plan of salvation to mankind and creating the hope of being with God in 
Heaven at one time when the Lord will come for His kingdom: “Then cometh 
the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.” (1 Cor. 
15:24). Also as we go out preaching the Gospel we need to declare the Lord as 
John did when he said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world.” (John 1:29b). It was “Good News” that Christ died for you (Heb. 
4:15). It was “Good News” that He died, was buried, and resurrected (1 Cor. 
15:1-4).  

• We preach the Gospel to present the Truth. It is sad to see denominational bod-
ies saying that they are preaching the Truth to men. That cannot be true, for 
only the church of Christ has the right to preach the Gospel that saves a sinner, 
as Paul said, “…the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). So the Creator has loosed the 
method of preaching and has bound the message—Truth (John 8:31–32), and 
what is the Truth that we preach? God’s “Word is truth” (17:17).  

• We preach the Gospel to inform the listeners of salvation. The Word of Truth 
must be preached (Rom. 10:15a). The Word of Truth must be heard, as Paul 
said, “How shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:14c). The Word of 
Truth must be heeded (Jam. 1:18–25).  
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