
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise…the earth shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, 
and the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up…by reason 
of which the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat? (2 Pet. 3:9–10, 12). 

 The first time God destroyed the entire earth was with water. The final time      
that He destroys the earth it will be done with fire and will include the entire uni-
verse! Should we not fear and respect such an awesome God? Should we not pre-
pare for such a time? God will once again show forth His majesty and His power! 
Noah obeyed God (Gen. 6:22). We must do the same today (Heb. 5:8–9). 

—Jess Whitlock  
Denison, TX 

Ethics & Morals 

yodor Dostoyevsky wrote the classic novel, The Brothers Karamazov. 
Whatever else might be said of Dostoyevsky, he grasped one of the es-
sential implications of Atheism, Humanism, Romanticism, and Natural-
ism. At one point, he had Ivan (one of his characters) observe: “If there is 

no God, everything is permitted.” 
 Ethics and morals have to do with right and wrong conduct and standards for    
human behavior. The mere mention of ethics and morals implies some sort of 
standard or standards. Men proffer many “standards,” all of which are fathered 
by personal opinions, advantages, desire for sensual fulfillment, and/or merely 
their preferences. All such “rules” are subjective and are as varied as their origi-
nators’ druthers. When men reject a common, duly constituted authority, they 
are left to do—and they do—what is “right in their own eyes” (Jud. 17:6). This 
circumstance well describes the “culture” in our nation to an alarming degree.  
 Human beings undeniably possess a “sense” of morality and ethics (I do not    
mean an innate, instinctive moral compass or conscience). Apart from an ulti-
mate objective standard, however, the word ought is meaningless and we 
“ought” to cease using it, for neither “oughtness” nor “un-oughtness” applies to 
any human behavior. No behavior is innately right/good or wrong/evil if no 
static standard exists. 
 Men propose various ethical/moral “standards”:    
• Hedonism, from the Greek word, hedone, for pleasure, insists that the aim of life 

is to seek the greatest pleasure and the least pain (but what if one must inflict 
pain on another to avoid pain for oneself?). 

• Nihilism from the Latin word, nihil, for nothing, holds that life has no 
“objective meaning, purpose, or intrinsic value,” and there is no God, 
thus no such thing as “morality” (cf. Dostoyevsky’s Ivan).  

• Determinism denies human responsibility, averring that man is a product of 
social and biological forces he cannot help (thus none should ever be punished 
for murder, rape, etc.).  

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $681.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $959.29 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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“Confessions of a Deist,” in which the writer says, “I think Jesus was a great 
teacher, a great healer, a great philosopher, a great man.” Would your enemies 
publicly express admiration for your abilities? 

Compare the Lord’s teaching with others. Those who heard Him classified the 
Lord as better than any they had heard. “The officers answered, Never man so 
spake” (John 7:40–53). Compare the suppressing teaching of Buddha. The Hindu 
Vedas command the widow to throw herself alive on the husband’s burning fu-
neral pyre. Consider the self-serving teaching of Mohammed. Someone has accu-
rately observed, “When Mohammed wanted another wife, a revelation was 
forthcoming to sanction it. When he wanted to marry the wife of another, divorce 
was sanctioned by revelation.” Consider Zoroaster’s misconceptions. In his view, 
material prosperity and godliness go hand in hand. Consider Socrates’ uncertain-
ty. Plato tells us that at his death, Socrates said, “Death is one of two things. Ei-
ther it is annihilation...or, as we are told, it is really a change...” (Plato, Apology, 
40c–d). Why say such? Because of his basic teaching that we only seek to know, 
not that we can know. 

Jesus is certain. We can know. Peter is right: “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we have believed and know that thou art the 
Holy One of God” (John 6:66–69). 

—Ron Cosby 
Oklahoma City, OK 

he account of the worldwide floodwaters of Noah’s day is one of 
the earliest Bible stories that I can recall. I still marvel at the 
majesty of God’s power. In one day, the fountains of the great 

deep (oceans and seas) were broken up by God. The windows of heaven opened 
up with non-stop rain for forty days and nights: 

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seven-
teenth day of the month, on the same day were all the fountains of the great 
deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights (Gen. 7:11–12).  
In the past few years we have beheld the incredible power of volcanoes. The 

lava from erupting volcanoes can move slowly. However, the pyroclastic flow 
travels rapidly. The temperature can easily exceed 800 degrees! That flow can 
destroy everything in its path. The volcanic eruption of Mount Saint Helen’s af-
fected the weather of our planet for an entire year. 

Geologists who believe the Bible to be inspired are convinced that the flood 
was a combination of volcanoes erupting in the “great deep” and volcanoes 
erupting on land. Erupting volcanoes can produce or destroy mountain ranges. 
The rains coming from the heavens, the destructive damage done by volcanoes, 
and God’s power coming over the earth resulted in a worldwide cataclysm. The 
power of God was made known to a corrupt people (Gen. 6:5–6). 

• Utilitarianism seeks the greatest happiness or pleasure (“good,” subjectively 
defined) for the most people (Hitler’s atrocities were “good” by this criterion). 

• Relativism denies the existence of universal moral “truth”; “morality” is cul-
turally determined by the traditions, preferences, or conventions of the people 
of a region and/or time, (except when the “standard” of a region respects an 
absolute standard). 

• Romanticism rejects reason in favor of intuition, emotion, and imagination; 
one’s subjective feelings about a given behavior trump any suggestion of an 
objective standard. 

• Situationalism denies moral absolutes. “Loving” behavior eclipses any moral 
absolutes, depending on the given situation (of course, each person is allowed 
to define “loving” behavior in each situation). 

 Is everything permitted? Are some things permitted? Who is to decide? Apart    
from God and His revelation we are morally adrift on a sinful, selfish, and self-
destructive sea. Solomon’s words concerning national ethics are eminently true 
for all ages: “Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Pro. 14:34). His words are no less true of personal ethics. However, without a 
standard there is no such thing as righteousness or sin: “but where there is no 
law, neither is there transgression” (Rom. 4:15). By repudiating God and His law, 
men think they are done with sin. However, God and His Son will have the last 
word: “For we must all be made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that 
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). We may reject Jesus and His 
words here, but He will still judge all men by them (John 12:48). 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

icodemus, who was a teacher in Israel, respectfully called Jesus a teacher 
(John 3:1–2). Other teachers of renown fail to compare in ability or doc-
trine with Jesus. Eyewitnesses describe Jesus’ teaching. At the early age 

of twelve, He amazed His hearers (Luke 2:47). This admiration was not just for 
the moment. It was continuous throughout His teaching life (4:22). Listeners 
were astonished at His teaching and authority (Matt. 7:28-29; Luke 4:31–32). Even 
after hearing Him for three years, His words still captured the disciples’ hearts 
(24:30–32). Albert Barnes wrote, “This is an expression denoting the deep interest 
and pleasure which they felt in his discourse....” If we had been there, we too 
would have admired the Lord. 

Centuries later, even His antagonists publicly extolled the Lord as a great 
teacher. A Unitarian Universalist clearly acknowledges Jesus as a great teacher, 
saying, “...Jesus remains a great religious teacher.” From the pen of another an-
tagonist, we have this acknowledgment: “Many Wiccans view Jesus as a great 
teacher and prophet.” The PBS Frontline program said, “[Thomas] Jefferson dis-
covered a Jesus who was a great teacher of common sense.” Add to these, the 
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