
eternal life by promise. That is the way John said we have it. Paul had it “in 
hope,” and when we get to the city of God we will have it in actuality. This 
makes all seemingly contradictory passages clear and plain. All discrepancies 
disappear. When John says, “he that believeth hath everlasting life,” that is, of 
course, nothing but the truth. We do have it, but in which way? We have it in 
promise. When Paul said he had eternal life in hope, he stated the truth. When 
Jesus said, “and in the world to come, eternal life,” He spoke of the actual pos-
session of eternal life. 

One additional thought is sufficient for this essay. If one has eternal life in 
promise, then there is a possibility of being cut off from that promise by unright-
eous living. Let us, then, “take heed lest we fall.” 

 —W. Claude Hall 
Deceased 

Doctrine & Unity 
omans 16:17 speaks concerning doctrine and unity: “Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them that are causing the divisions and occasions of 
stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn away 
from them.” This passage states it plainly: Where men teach doctrines 

that are contrary to “the doctrine” and men receive them, not unity, but “divi-
sions and occasions of stumbling” result. 

Some mutter, “It is not doctrine that unites us, it is love.” Scriptural unity 
surely involves love between the parties concerned, but it requires far more. God 
loved the world immensely when He gave His Son for its redemption (John 3:16), 
but there was hardly any unity there. In light of Romans 16:17, there can be no 
Heaven-ordained unity in a climate of doctrinal diversity when said doctrine 
involves obligatory matters, departures from which will cause the loss of souls.  

This passage alone is sufficient to expose the insidious “unity in diversity” 
heresy. Carl Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett, its initiators (at least among those 
claiming to be among us) over half a century ago, have both departed this life, 
but unfortunately, they, “being dead, yet speak.” Many who once rightly—and 
mightily—condemned their error have lately embraced it—seemingly without 
even realizing what they have done. Unity on any basis that ignores or forfeits 
doctrinal Truth is not Scriptural unity. 

In the face of contrary, destructive doctrines, many yet cry for patience and 
tolerance toward their purveyors. Just how long can false teachers be allowed to 
ravish the bride of Christ? For example, how long must we wait to apply Paul's 
order to men who openly propagate divisive and contrary doctrines on marriage, 
divorce, and remarriage? These doctrines are leading thousands of saints to live 
in fornication/adultery. Purveyors of these soul-damning errors (Mat. 19:6–9; 
Rom. 7:1–4; 1 Cor. 5:1–13; 6:9–11; et al.) have captured hundreds of congregations, 
which have become open havens for the unscripturally divorced and remarried. 
The fall-out of this tragedy is already dreadful, but it will multiply with each 
generation, as men in adulterous marriages are appointed as elders and deacons. 

These doctrines have become the source of much division at home and a-
broad. If now is not the time for faithful brethren to stand up and say, “We have 
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the way the apostles were made clean through the Word, but the way any per-
son’s heart is made clean through the Word? 

Without the evidence found only in the Word, there can be no faith or belief 
created within the heart (Heb. 4:12; Rom. 10:10, 17). And, “without faith it is im-
possible to well-pleasing to God” (Heb. 11:6). 

—David P. Brown 
Spring, TX  

criptures should not be arrayed against each other. One should have in-
sight enough into the Scriptures to know there are no contradictions. If 
the Lord did not give us a perfect revelation, then we have no guide in 
religion. Infidels are made by preachers oftentimes. For instance, one 

preacher will proclaim that the Book teaches we have eternal life right now and 
can't lose it. The other will stoutly deny this and say we have eternal life in the 
world to come. Each reads his proof out of the Bible, and the poor listener cannot 
tell which is right, hence sometimes goes into unbelief. Who can blame him?  

These are a few of the passages referred to as teaching one has eternal life 
now: “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me hath everlast-
ing life” (John 5:24); “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life” (6:47); “He 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; And whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (11:25–26). There are many more such 
passages. These all seem to teach that actual possession of eternal life comes here 
and now.   

But there is another set of Scriptures that seem to teach right the opposite. 
Here are some of them: “But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time... 
and in the world to come eternal life” (Matt. 10:30). Paul, in writing to Titus, said, 
“In hope of eternal life” (Tit. 1:2). One is taught by the Bible that he cannot hope 
for that which he hath in actuality.   

What kind of explanation shall we make of these seeming contradictions? Is it 
the proper procedure to continue to array these statements against each other? 
The plan more reasonable to pursue is to find a solution which is reasonable and 
true. This may be done, for John himself, the one who wrote the former passages, 
makes the matter plain in his last writings. I have often wondered if he did not 
read his Gospel in later life and decide that some preachers in later centuries 
would misinterpret those statements, so he made one more statement which 
would forever settle the case with those who would desire a harmony of all 
Scriptures. He may have done this, but we know the Holy Spirit guided his writ-
ing and made his meaning clear. Here is a Scripture which makes both sets of 
statements relative to eternal life easily understood: “And this is the promise that 
he hath promised us, even eternal life” (1 John 2:25).  

There are two ways of having anything—one by promise, and the other in 
actuality. We men first have our wives by promise, then by actuality. We have 

taken note of these false teachers and we must turn away from them” (Rom. 16: 
17), when will the time be?  How many more churches and families must be di-
vided and how many more souls lost before we say, "This far and no further"? 
The same goes for the proponents of other heresies among us, such as the reaffir-
mation/reconfirmation–of–elders, the direct-operation-of-the-Holy Spirit, the Holy Spir-
it-baptism, and the AD 70 heresies. 

As sad and difficult as the task is, can we any longer resist the instruction of 
the Holy Spirit? I cannot determine what others will do on these matters. For my 
part, however, I have “marked” and “turned away from” such men and congre-
gations that espouse and/or tolerate such errors—and from those who still fel-
lowship them. I cannot knowingly endorse, work with, encourage, or use them 
or their materials in a way that implies fellowship or agreement (2 John 9–11).  

                  —Dub McClish 
                                                                       Denton, TX  

esus pronounced a blessing on “the pure in heart (Mat 5:8).” He said 
they would see God! Pure translates the Greek word katharos. It is an ad-
jective meaning “pure, as being cleansed.” The implication is that where 
a state of uncleanness or filthiness existed, now a process has worked to 

bring about the opposite state: that of cleanliness, that is, purity. What is the 
process that God has chosen to create a pure or clean heart in man? This is the 
most important question we could ever ask. Why? Because only “the pure in 
heart” shall see God!  

In answering our question, we must first understand what this heart is that 
has been cleansed or made pure. Originally kardia, the Greek word translated 
heart, meant, in most places, the muscle that pumped blood through the human 
body. It came, however, to symbolize the inner man (1 Pet. 3:4): the intellect 
(Mat. 9:4; Isa. 32:4; Pro. 14:10; Mark 2:6), the emotions (Mat. 22:37; Neh. 2:2; Dan. 
7:15), the will (2 Cor. 9.7; Rom. 6:17; Col. 3:15), and the conscience (Acts 2:37; 1 
John 3:20).  

Now we are better able to understand why the translators also rendered psu-
che, meaning the soul or life, into our English word, heart. The heart is represen-
tative of the complete mental and moral activity of man. We may conclude that 
heart represents the real person. For this present age it is tabernacled in the flesh 
(2 Cor. 5:1). With this explanation of the heart in mind, we are better able to com-
prehend what has been made pure.  

We may now note the process by which the Lord makes clean or pure the 
heart (intellect, emotions, will, and conscience). Jesus said that the apostles were 
made “clean through the word which I have spoken unto you” (John 15:3). In the 
parable of the soils in Luke 8, the only soil receptive to “the seed” or Word (8:11) 
was the “honest and good heart.” This “soil” heard and kept the Word and 
brought “forth fruit with patience” (8:15). May we conclude that not only is this 
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