
    “spaghetti strap” dresses are not permitted. Dresses must not reveal any 
cleavage nor may they have a low cut back. 

e. No mechanical instruments of music (including recordings of such) will be 
allowed in wedding ceremonies (this also applies to funerals).  

These guidelines are effective immediately and can only be altered or amended 
by the decision of the men of the Northpoint Church of Christ. 

October 1, 2015 

~~§§§~~

A critically-ill lawyer was found frantically leafing through his Bible. When 
asked why, he replied, “I’m looking for loopholes.” 

~~§§§~~
The New Testament Church 

f the church as God planned it and Christ built it is to exist in any age, men 
must be committed to certain principles. As surely as men abandon any of 
these principles, so surely will the New Testament church cease to exist. 
Consider the following necessary commitments: 

• To the absolute authority of Christ: His authority is emphasized each time the 
New Testament calls Him “Lord.” His authority was evident in His teaching. 
He “astonished” the multitudes who heard His “Sermon on the Mount,” “…for 
he taught them as one having authority…” (Mat. 7:28–29). He worked His mir-
acles and signs primarily for the purpose of establishing His Divine authority 
and identity (John 20:30–31). Just before ascending to the Father, He declared 
His all-encompassing authority “in heaven and on earth” (Mat. 28:18). This 
commitment includes the recognition that He both built and bought the 
church; consequently, it belongs to Him (Mat. 16:18; Acts 20:28). He is its head, 
and He alone has the right to determine every feature and facet of it (Eph. 1:19–
23). Until all men who profess to follow Christ submit to His singular headship 
of the church, religious confusion must reign. 

• To the New Testament as the final authority in religion: Christ expresses His 
authority through the New Testament alone. No alleged latter-day revelations 
(e.g., The Book of Mormon, The Koran) or prophets (e.g., Joseph Smith, Mo-
hammed) can be accepted by people who are serious about the New Testament 
church. This principle also relates to the Old Testament. While the Old Testa-
ment is inspired history and is necessary for our understanding of God and His 
plan of redemption through His Son, God no longer exercises His authority 
through it (Heb. 1:1–2). The laws of the patriarchs and the law of Moses have 
had no more authority since the cross than the law of Christ (the Gospel) had 
before the cross (Col. 2:14). When Jesus died on the cross, His will went into 
effect, invalidating all previous expressions of the Divine will (Heb. 9:15–17).  

• To the New Testament plan of salvation: The only plan of salvation in the 
world is the one made possible by the cross and revealed in the New Testa-
ment. It is a plan of grace and faith, but not grace only or faith only (Eph. 2:8; 
Tit. 2:11–12). It is also a plan of works of obedience (Gal. 5:6; Jam. 2:17–26). It 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     12 
Sunday AM Worship                      12                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                     9 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $762.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $955.84 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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or various reasons, the men of the Northpoint congregation have deem-
ed it both wise and expedient to formulate and publish guidelines for 
use of the property with which God has blessed us. Accordingly, the fol-
lowing policy statement is in effect immediately: 

BUILDING USE GUIDELINES 

Northpoint Church of Christ, Denton, Texas 

The use of the church’s facilities will be subject to the following guidelines:  

1. Only members of the Northpoint Church of Christ will be allowed to use the 
church facilities for functions apart from its regular worship and Bible class 
meetings. Member families are responsible for making sure the facilities are 
clean, in order, and secured following said use before the next church meet-
ing. There is no financial charge for use of the building for any approved ac-
tivity. 

2. Use of church facilities for weddings will be subject to the following guide-
lines:  
a. Only faithful members of the Northpoint Church of Christ, regardless of 

sex, shall be allowed to use the church facilities for weddings. One be-
comes a member of the Northpoint Church of Christ by obeying the New 
Testament commands of believing in and confessing in the presence of oth-
ers that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Rom. 10:9–10), followed by repent-
ing of one’s sins (turning from them to live by the Word of Christ) and be-
ing baptized in water for remission of sins (Acts 2:37–38, 41, 47). Faithful 
members from other churches of Christ may also become members of 
Northpoint Church of Christ by requesting membership therein and being 
accepted (Acts 9:26). Additionally, anyone, regardless of sex, who wishes to 
use the church facilities for a wedding will be allowed to do so only if he or 
she is Scripturally eligible to be married by New Testament definition 
(Mat. 19:6–9). Further, regardless of sex, anyone who fails to meet all the 
foregoing requirements or who, after meeting them, has ceased to live a 
faithful Christian life per New Testament teaching, will not be allowed to 
use property owned by the church for a wedding.  

b. Those who are not members of the churches of Christ (preachers or oth-
erwise) and/or unfaithful members of the churches of Christ (preachers or 
otherwise) will not be allowed to officiate at any ceremony or religious 
service in the church’s facilities. Only persons approved by the men of the 
Northpoint Church of Christ shall be allowed to occupy the pulpit or oc-
cupy a leadership role for any purpose.  

c. No religious or academic garb or regalia may be worn or used in conduct-
ing any ceremonies in the Northpoint facilities. 

d. All participants in weddings must dress in modest attire. Ladies’ dresses 
must be at least knee length (with no slits above the knee). Strapless and 

requires the believer’s response of repentance, confession of faith, immersion 
in water, and living a faithful Christian life (John 8:24; Rom. 10:10; Acts 2:38;     
1 Cor. 15:58). Baptism either is or is not necessary for salvation—it cannot be 
both. The New Testament consistently and plainly declares it is necessary 
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3–4; 1 Pet. 3:21). Those who decry the ne-
cessity of baptism for salvation remove the Lord’s point of contact with His 
blood that alone cleanses men of sin (Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3; Rev. 1:5). 

• To the identity of the New Testament church: Jesus built the church according 
to His own Divine Wisdom. He prescribed its terms of entrance (i.e., the plan of 
salvation), its designations, its worship, its work, and how it is to be organized 
and financed. If the identity of the church is unimportant, why is the church 
important at all? If it has no discernible marks of identity, how may anyone 
find it? 

• To preaching the Gospel as the foremost task of the church: Jesus had one great 
work and purpose. It was not healing the physically ill or comforting those in 
sorrow by raising their dead (these He could have done through men He em-
powered). His great work and purpose was seeking and saving the lost (Luke 
19:10; John 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:15; et al.). Such must likewise be the compelling ambi-
tion of His church (Mat. 28:18–20; Mark 16:15–16; 2 Tim. 2:2). If His church fails 
in this task, it will go undone because no others will or can do it. 
Can/does the church exist in this distant time from its beginning on the great 

Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrection? Can it exist in future ages, should there 
be such, long after we passed from this life to the next? The answer to all of these 
questions is, “Yes, but only if men tenaciously pursue the foregoing commit-
ments.” To everyone who yet holds to these principles, it is like a dagger to the 
heart to observe the throngs who, though once holding them, have abandoned 
them. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

y brethren are often condemned for preaching so much in Acts of 
Apostles, but this will be our leading book as long as we teach salva-
tion to a dying world; for this is where we find the plan of salvation 
first taught by the apostles after they had Holy Ghost baptism, which 

qualified them to preach the Gospel to all the world.  
As long as we teach the same things the apostles taught, and beg men and wo-

men to do the same things the apostles taught them to do, we are sure we are 
teaching the Word of God, and are also sure we will be rewarded for so doing at 
the last day. So let all be satisfied with the simple Word of God, to teach and fight 
it out along that line, knowing, that if we do this, Heaven will be our home.  

—J. D. Tant 
Deceased 
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