
• Auricular Confession—Confession of sins to a priest, A.D. 1215.  
• Sprinkling for Baptism—Universal Catholic practice, A.D. 1311. 
 Let us never forget: “But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach    
unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be 
anathema” (Gal. 1:8).              

—Adapted from anonymous article, DM 

~~§§§~~

Disbelief in God is not due to a lack of evidence, but to a desire, for one reason 
or another, to eliminate God. A belief in God brings with it a feeling of responsi-
bility, and a feeling of responsibility stirs the conscience. If a man wants to live as 
he pleases, he prefers not to be bothered with the idea of God. 

—Robertson L. Whiteside, Deceased 
Wonders of His Birth 

he Biblical record of the birth of Jesus Christ notably omits the date of its 
occurrence, so it is appropriate to turn our thoughts to this subject at any 
season of the year. Likewise, there is no hint in the New Testament that 
His disciples engaged—or should engage—in any special observance of 

the occasion. However, it is surely fitting for us to meditate on the Scriptural 
record of some of the wonders associated with it, even twenty centuries distant 
from its occurrence. Note: 
• The simple and delicate record: Inspired historians consistently treat events of 

surpassing significance with brevity and succinctness (e.g., Creation, the Flood, 
Jesus’ ascension to Heaven). In a scant forty verses (Mat. 1:18–2:12; Luke 2:1–
20), we read the facts of Jesus’ parentage and the place and purpose of His 
birth. The means of His conception is simply and matter-of-factly reported, 
providing the true purpose and perspective for the event. 

• The humble circumstances: Men expect kings to be born in pomp and splen-
dor and in great cities. The Baby Jesus began His earthly life in the poorest of 
circumstances. Bethlehem was a humble village overshadowed by nearby ma-
jestic Jerusalem. There was no house (much less a palace), no hospital, no doc-
tor, nor even a vacant room to welcome Him into this alien world. His birth-
place was a cowshed, His bassinet a feed trough. Nevertheless, He would be-
come “King of kings” and “Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). 

• The heavenly announcements and praise: The angel Gabriel announced the 
impending conception and birth to Mary. Another angel reassured Joseph of 
Mary’s purity, although she was with child. An angel alerted the shepherds to 
this miraculous event, and a grand company of angels performed a chorus of 
praise in honor of the occasion. No other birth has ever excited such attention 
and interest from Heaven.  

• The attraction of foreign sages: Weddings, funerals, and births of known 
princes have long attracted notables from distant nations, but Jesus was un-
known, even in His own nation. The magi traveled hundreds of miles to honor 
Jesus’ birth, in spite of knowing nothing of his royal lineage. His humble cir-
cumstances did not deter them from laying their gifts before Him. 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                         $745.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $960.94 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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popular in the Latin American Catholic Church during the 1980s, but was repu-
diated by Francis’s predecessors. On his way to the U.S. he visited Communist 
Cuba and its Marxist dictator, Raul Castro. Francis’s supporters say he rejects the 
Marxist brand of Liberation Theology. Yet His rhetoric says otherwise, railing 
against capitalism or free enterprise and “consumerism.” But Jesus never said to 
rob the rich to give to the poor or advocate “social justice” (cf. Acts 20:35). 

This Pope is also a devotee of “Saint” Therese of Lisieux, a 19th-century French 
Discalced (“barefoot”) Carmelite nun and mystic, as was John Paul II. Her bones 
are “venerated” by the Roman Church and millions pray to her. Yet the New Tes-
tament says we must pray to the Father through the Son, not to a dead human 
being, however pious (John 16:23–24). The Roman Church is deeply involved in 
mindless meditation and repetitive prayer or “vain repetition” (Mat. 6:7). 

Francis also participates in “inter-faith dialogue” or ecumenism. As with re-
cent Popes, he meets with and fellowships Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and even 
atheists. In an interview he claimed that non-believers are “all redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus Christ.” That is the false doctrine of universalism or the idea that 
all sinners were saved by Christ at Calvary, with or without faith: “But without 
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 

There is no substitute for Jesus Christ. From the Bible we can know Jesus 
Christ (John 8:31–32), and the Pope is not Jesus. I have pointed out only a few of 
the many differences. Jesus is the head of His one true church, the church of 
Christ (Col.1:18). He died for my sins, not Mr. Bergoglio. Jesus purchased us, the 
church of Christ, with His own blood (Acts 20:28). Let us think upon these truths 
this week as the Pope visits. Let us also show our friends from their Bibles that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God (Mat. 16:13–20). 

—Roelf Ruffner 
Columbia, TN 

he following are only samples of thousands of changes uninspired men 
have made to inspired doctrine and practice. While most of these came 
through centuries of layers of Roman Catholic heresy, many of these 
have been adopted by Protestant churches (e.g., “infant baptism,” 

sprinkling, “Lent,” “Easter,” special clergy and their special garb, et al.). 
• Use of Holy Water—Began, A.D. 120; required, A.D. 1009. 
• Infant Baptism—Introduced (over strong opposition), A.D. 250. 
• First Human Creed—The “Nicean Creed,” A.D. 325. 
• Mariolatry—The veneration (worship) of Mary, A.D. 389. 
• Latin Mass—Began, A.D. 394. 
• Purgatory—“Second chance” for those who die in sin, A.D. 593. 
• First Pope—Boniface III assumed title of “universal bishop,” A.D. 607. 
• Instrumental Music—First used (over strong objection), A.D. 670. 
• Celibate Priesthood—Introduced, A.D. 385; enforced, A.D. 1079. 

• The political jealousy and murder it stirred: King Herod’s insane jealousy 
could not abide any thought of a political rival. In his effort to eliminate the 
imagined threat, he slaughtered several defenseless infants and broke the 
hearts of perhaps dozens of parents. (Before we judge Herod too harshly, may 
we reflect on the 58 million defenseless babes that American mothers, judges, 
and doctors have shamelessly sacrificed on abortion’s bloody altar since 1973.) 

• It occurred without a human begettal: Mary’s conception of Jesus was by 
means of the Holy Spirit, apart from a human husband, as two angels an-
nounced and both Matthew and Luke straightforwardly recorded. Isaiah fore-
saw this singular event seven centuries in advance (Isa. 7:14). Only by the Di-
vine begettal could the Word become flesh and dwell among us and die for us 
(John 1:14, 29).  

    He deserves the praise, honor, and obedience of all humanity.  
—Dub McClish 

Denton, TX 

his week the head of the Roman Church is visiting the United States. 
His name is Jorge Maria Bergoglio or “Pope Francis,” originally of Ar-
gentina. He is the first of the Jesuit Order (Society of Jesus) to become 
Pope or Pontiff Maximus and took the name “Francis” from “Saint” 

Francis of Assisi, a medieval, ascetic monk. [His visit reminds us of Paul’s 
words:] 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition;  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shew-
ing himself that he is God (2 The. 2:3–4). 
I have no personal animosity towards Francis, but I do feel revulsion toward 

the religious system he heads. It falsely claims to be the church Jesus built. It is a 
forgery at best and an enslaver of men’s souls.  It has been a constant foe of the 
Bible, Christ’s brethren, and the Truth for centuries.  

The Pope is a very charismatic figure. The press adores him. He constantly 
expresses his concern for the poor and downtrodden. But this Prince of Vatican 
City presides over a vast multi-billion dollar empire with banks, real estate, hos-
pitals, schools, businesses, and priceless works of art. Yet the authentic head of 
the church of Christ said, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head” (Mat. 8:20). Yet the Ro-
man Church claims that Francis is the “Vicar of Christ” or Christ’s representative 
on Earth. 

As a religious institution, the Roman Church is in serious trouble. Instead of 
turning to the New Testament as a guide for change, Francis embraces Liberation 
Theology. This is a neo-Marxist doctrine, which seeks to incorporate the teach-
ings of the father of communism (Karl Marx) with the teachings of Christ. It was 
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