
   tain things to our faith (2 Pet. 1:5–7). One who fails to do so is “shortsighted, 
even to the point of blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
old sins” (v. 9). Are you growing or forgetting? 

• Knowledge without study: The amount of Bible knowledge possessed by most 
Christians is truly pitiful. Evidently they don't realize God said, “My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hos. 4:6). We need to be diligent stu-
dents of God's word (2 Tim. 2:15). How are your Bible study habits? 

• Truth without controversy: By its very nature, the Truth is controversial. But in 
our “politically correct” world few are willing to “earnestly contend for the 
faith” (Jude 3). Does the Truth make you squeamish?  

 What about your religion? Is it the religion taught by Jesus and the apostles? Is    
it sacrificial, obedient, and self-denying—or, a religion of convenience—a “micro-
wave religion”?                                                                                —Author unknown 

Denominationalism 
enominationalism refers to a “denominational or sectarian spirit or poli-
cy; the tendency to divide into denominations or sects” (Random House 
College Dictionary). In religion, the term refers to the multitude (some 
identify thousands) of religious bodies professing belief in Jesus the 
Christ as the only begotten Son of God, yet differing in name, doc-

trine, and practice from each other. 
One does not have to be a Bible scholar to realize that Jesus did not intend for 

His followers (i.e., his church) to be thus divided. His prayer concerning those 
who would believe on Him was “that they may all be one” (John 17:21a). He here 
prayed for unity among His true (not merely professed) disciples, which after 
Pentecost would be His church. However, in light of His prayer, He could hardly 
be expected to smile upon the gross divisions among professed believers consti-
tuting the denominations. He not only indicated His desire for His people to be 
one, but in the same breath He stated the pattern and measurement for that uni-
ty: “Even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee” (v. 21b).  

Denominationalism is a synonym for religious division. It is a direct affront to 
the Lord and a contradiction of His prayer. Some laud such division for its vari-
ety of names, doctrines, and practices, which offers so many choices. Its apolo-
gists count the distinctions between churches as inconsequential “because we are 
united in our belief in Christ” (which, incidentally, is not factual; Oneness-Pente-
costals, theological liberals, Trinitarians, Mormons, et al., vary greatly in their 
concepts of Jesus).  

All who praise denominationalism, however, ignore the pattern of perfect uni-
ty between the Father and the Son—the sort of unity for which Jesus prayed. Did 
the Divine Son and His Father subscribe to differences in doctrine and behavior? 
Were they “one” because they “agreed to disagree”? Did they practice “unity in 
diversity”? Jesus and the Father were one in every sense; to know one was to 
know the other (John 14:7–9). Denominationalism makes a mockery of Jesus’ 
prayer by its divisions and then makes it worse by claiming that its divisions 
somehow fulfill His prayer for unity! 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to ceasing teaching fellow inmates 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     12 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   16 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 13 
Contribution                                         $819.45  
Contribution average (2015)          $966.78 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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gregation in advance what he was going to do. In the audience were some of his 
friends and family who regularly violate Christ’s law of fellowship (cf. Eph. 5:11; 
2 John 9-11).  Yet this did not cause him to dilute the Truth, because he loves the 
Lord, the church, and the souls of men.  

Many in the brotherhood are afraid to preach about these things today. They 
fear the wrath of their “friends,” being “blackballed” by congregations, the loss 
of preaching appointments/lectureship slots, and even the loss of that weekly 
paycheck. Others don’t want to be bothered by “issues.” Even though they know 
what the Bible says about all these errors, they don’t want to “rock the boat.” If it 
doesn’t intrude on their circle of fellowship it doesn’t concern them. For shame! 
“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of 
the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the syna-
gogue:  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (John 12: 
42–43). “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evan-
gelist, make full proof of thy ministry” (2 Tim. 4:5). 

—Roelf  L. Ruffner 
Columbia, TN 

oday's world has many “conveniences”: cell phones, instant pudding, 
remote controls, drive-through lanes, and microwave ovens. There's 
nothing inherently evil about conveniences, but living in such a world 
can lead us to develop unhealthy spiritual attitudes, for example: 

• Salvation without sacrifice: Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9:23). You 
can't have salvation without sacrifice! Jesus asks for our sacrifice, not occasion-
ally, but “daily”! 

• Remission without repentance: Repentance is perhaps God's hardest com-
mand. Repentance is more than saying you're sorry (2 Cor. 7:10). It requires us 
to change our mind and our behavior (Mat. 3:8). Repentance is a requirement! 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3; cf. Acts 17:30). “God 
…now commands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). 

• Righteousness without obedience: Many people excuse themselves from 
obeying God. But the Bible says, “Now by this we know that we know Him, if 
we keep His commandments” (1 John 2:3). Claiming to know God without 
keeping His commands makes one a liar (v. 4)! Jesus is “the author of eternal 
salvation” to “all who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9) and His commands are not “bur-
densome” (5:3). 

• Morality without self-denial: We live in a society without self-denial. It is im-
possible to live a moral life without self-denial (Tit. 2:11–12). Paul said he had 
to “discipline” his “body and bring it into subjection” (1 Cor. 9:27). Are we 
greater than the humble apostle? 

• Growth without diligence: Unfortunately, most Christians remain spiritual 
“babies” (Heb. 5:12–14). Peter said we must “give all diligence” to “add” cer-

The New Testament’s depiction of the church, as Jesus planned it and as the 
apostles established it, was not only non-denominational; it was anti-denomina-
tional, as seen in the following facts: 
• Jesus promised to build—and built—only one church (Mat. 16:18); denomina-

tionalism consists of many churches. 
• Jesus’ church is “narrow” with few members (Mat. 7:13); denominationalism 

is a “broad way” that attracts many in its acceptance of many names, doc-
trines, and practices (v. 14). 

• Jesus’ church observes the authoritative will of its Founder (Col. 3:17); denom-
inationalism caters to the whims, desires, traditions, and opinions of men 
(Mat. 15:9; Col. 2:8). 

• Jesus will save those who are in His church and who remain faithful to Him 
(Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23); denominationalism holds “church membership” to be 
unnecessary to salvation (which, of course, is true of denominational church 
membership). 

• Jesus’ church is an unshakable spiritual kingdom (John 18:36; Heb. 12: 28); 
God will uproot denominationalism, which He did not “plant” (Mat. 15:13).   
One of the saddest spectacles to observe in the Lord’s church over the past 

few decades has been the rise of the relentless change agents who love denomi-
nationalism. They have carried a large portion of the church with them into this 
religious maelstrom, claiming the pursuit of unity as their motive. They are mis-
taken in the worst way. Jesus’ church is not a denomination—and vice versa. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

recently heard a sermon that epitomizes what real preaching is all 
about. A brother was holding a Gospel meeting for a congregation in 
middle Tennessee. He had been the preacher for this congregation years 
before and knew many in attendance. He also knew that they had prob-

lems relative to fellowshipping false teachers, unfaithful congregations and un-
sound brotherhood organizations.  

At the risk of being ostracized and denounced, he preached on 2 John 9–11 
and pointed out that the church and the individual Christian should not fellow-
ship the following: 1) congregations that use women preachers, 2) congregations 
that use mechanical instruments of music in worship, 3) marked false teachers 
such as Jeff Walling, Mac Deaver, and Dave Miller, 4) compromising brotherhood 
organizations such as Apologetics Press, and Gospel Broadcasting Network, and 
5) para-church organizations such as Churches of Christ Disaster Relief, Helping 
Hands International, and the like. He pointed out that if you support a preacher 
or some religious organization financially, you are in fellowship with them (Phi. 
4:15, ASV). 

This brother spoke in a spirit of love and kindness. His love for the Truth 
overcame any fears he may have had. He even notified the eldership of that con-
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