
Centuries before Christ, Nineveh, much like America today, was faced with a 
choice. Nineveh could pursue either its own self-centered course or turn back to 
God. In what must have been one of the greatest spiritual revivals in history, 
Nineveh heard God’s warning. Its citizens believed God, proclaimed a fast, 
turned around from wrongdoing, and were saved from destruction (Jon. 3:5–10).  

The same thing can happen in America today. America has been great. It can 
be even greater. Our permissiveness, violence, and overindulgence can be either 
the beginning of the end or the crisis experience that gives us rebirth in God’s 
will. It’s up to us which of the two it will be.  

The way to live happily now and ever after is clearly and completely ex-
plained in the Bible, God’s word (Rom. 1:16–17; Heb. 4:12). 

—Thomas B. Warren 
Deceased 

“Numbers and Strength” 
Do numbers equal or imply strength in a church? “Yes” and “No.” The 
Bible urges Christians to grow and mature in the faith and to thereby 
become strong (Eph. 6:10; 2 Pet. 3:18; et al.). What God desires for His 
individual saints, He also desires for the local congregations that com-

pose them. 
Most people can hardly conceive of success in any field apart from large 

numbers of people and/or dollars. Denominational church growth and strength 
are commonly measured by these standards. Such thinking has infected the 
Lord’s people to an alarming degree. These surface signs of “growth” and 
“strength” have become so important to some elderships, preachers, and congre-
gations that they have made these the end rather than the means to the great end. 
Several congregations have attracted large numbers of people and dollars in re-
cent decades. Gullible brethren exclaim over them: “Look how big and strong 
they are,” “They must be doing something right,” and similar inanities. 

Whom are these large congregations attracting, and by what means are they 
doing so? I charge that in the preponderance of cases the multitudes are attracted 
by doctrinal and/or moral compromise. The “whole counsel of God” that Paul 
was content to preach (Acts 20:20, 27) appeals to very few in this secular age. 
Thus doctrinally soft, materialistic, worldly brethren seek out congregations 
where they may continue to live as they please and still be able to loudly sing on 
Sunday Morning (the only time many of them will be present), “O How I Love 
Jesus,” and “It Is Well with My Soul.” Couples in a second (or third) unscriptural 
marriage will never be taught or reminded that they are living in soul-damning 
adultery. None will ever be made to feel guilty about those six-packs they keep 
handy in their refrigerator. They like the preacher who uses the pulpit as a pa-
rade ground for his Scripture-starved, 15-minute entertaining series of stories. 
His “casual” preaching attire makes folk feel he is “one of them.” These congre-
gations often confuse a highly structured program of constant activity—often 
little more than “busy-work” or entertainment—with the practice of pure and 
simple Christianity. A “minister of involvement” is necessary to keep it all going. 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison who is teaching fellow inmates daily 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     17 
Sunday AM Worship                      17                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   17 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 18 
Contribution                                      $1,283.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $970.87 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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• For one to be a Christian and not be interested in saving the lost? 
• For a Christian to be in earnest about going to Heaven and willfully miss 

Bible study on Sunday? 
• For one to be a faithful Christian and miss the Wednesday night Bible study to 

watch television? 
• For people to love the Lord more than relatives when they will miss worship 

or Bible study to visit relatives or because relatives come to visit them (Mat. 
10:37)? 

• For a Christian to give 1% of his or her income to the Lord and it be liberal 
giving (2 Cor. 8:2)? 

• For a Christian to wait until the collection is being taken, run hand in pocket 
or purse, give whatever is found and it constitute giving according to “pur-
pose” (2 Cor. 9:7)?  

• For a Christian to be giving as the Bible teaches and then complain because 
the preacher preached on it? 
I have been looking for a long time to find the answer to these questions. If 

you have the answer to these questions will you please give them to me in order 
to put my mind at ease about these people? Most of the people mentioned above 
think they are going to Heaven—so surely they must have the answers. 

I would like to see all of these go to Heaven—but from where I sit I can only 
ask, “How can it be possible?” 

—Franklin Camp  
Deceased 

A nation is a lot like a person. It is born. It lives. It grows old. It dies. 
Many great nations have arisen during the history of the world. Some of 
them experienced a pattern somewhat like this: They began with strong 
spiritual and moral conviction, followed by the growth and eventual 

dominance of materialism, eventually to be destroyed by moral decay, apathy, 
and anarchy. Sounds all too familiar, doesn’t it?  

America began with spiritual conviction, and at least a great many people 
who meant it when In God We Trust was stamped on its money. Then came the 
industrial revolution, the agricultural revolution, the glorification of materialism 
in general, and a people who began to trust more in money than in God. Now we 
see signs of decadence and apathy, the next-to-last stage. As one of the Nobel 
Peace Price winners pointed out several years ago, not just in America, but in the 
rest of the world, our moral fiber is unraveling rapidly.  

Is it all over? Is it the end? Is American about to die? Well, that depends upon 
America. It depends on what we Americans decide. God gives us the choice, 
both as individuals and nations to follow our way or His way (Mat. 7:13–14). It’s 
up to us. He wants us as willing followers, not as robots with no freedom of 
choice (11:28–30).  

Ironically, numerical growth has convinced such brethren that they are God-
blessed. (The “mega-churches” of denominationalism are convinced of the same 
thing and by the same “logic,” by the way.) Numbers can be a wonderful encour-
agement and even a power in the Lord’s army, but only when they are truly de-
voted to Him. Gideon’s army (Jud. 7) should remind us that spiritual power rests 
not with numbers, but with faithful service to the Lord, even if they are few.  

Let us continue to plant and water the seed of the kingdom lovingly, boldly, 
and faithfully—and trust God to give the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). Regardless of the 
number of its members or its material wealth, a church is spiritually powerless 
and is even the enemy of God if it rests not firmly on the Word of God (just ask 
Laodicea [Rev. 3:17]). These things being so, there is more spiritual power in only 
20 saints who love the Lord and His Truth without compromise than in 20,000 
who have fallen prey to popular fads and have compromised the Truth. 

—Dub McClish  
Denton, TX 

need help with some questions. How can it be possible… 
•  For a person to be saved before Baptism, since Jesus said, “He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16)? (Further, Peter told 

those on Pentecost, “Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins” [Acts 
2:38]. He also said, “Baptism doth also now save us, not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God” [1 Pe-
ter 3:21])? 

• For there to be nothing in a name or for one name to be as good as another 
when Acts 4:12 says, “There is no other name in which one can be saved”? 

• For there to be more than one church, as the Bible says that the church is the 
body (Eph. 1:23) and there is but one body (1 Cor. 12:20)? 

• For one to be saved out of the Lord’s church, since He bought it with His 
blood (Acts 20:28)? 

• For one to be saved by faith only when the Bible teaches that we are justified 
by works and not by faith only (Jam. 2:24)? 

• For sprinkling to be baptism when Paul says we are buried with Him in bap-
tism (Rom. 6:3–4)? 

• To observe the Lord’s supper on Thursday night when Acts 20:7 says that the 
church at Troas came together on the first day of the week to break bread? 

• For a Christian not to fall from grace when the Bible warns against the danger 
of falling (1 Cor. 10:12) and even speaks of some who had fallen (Gal. 5:4)? 

• For snake handlers to quote Mark 16:18 for handling snakes and not have 
meetings to drink poison since the very next thing referred to in the same 
verse mentions drinking poison? 

• For a Christian to be interested in saving the lost and never try to teach them 
or talk to them about the Bible? 

Will America Survive? 

How Can It Be Possible?
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