
Of Special Note… 
• We now have our own YouTube channel, thanks to Jerry’s hard work! He’s 

been working on this for some time, and it became a reality last Tuesday. You 
may access it by going to our channel name, Northpoint Church of Christ, on 
the YouTube Website. At present only one sermon has been uploaded; more 
will be uploaded in time. This is another evangelistic opportunity and tool. 

• The Spring, TX, Lectureship of last February is now available on thescripture-
cache.com. This was an excellent series on “God, the Bible, and Christian 
Conduct,” and it is not available in print. Click on the Lectureships page and 
scroll down below the Bellview Lectures. 

~~§§§~~ Miracles Today? 
he word miracle has been divested of its Biblical meaning by its common 
application merely to unusual and extraordinary occurrences. A football 
player’s spectacular catch, a person’s survival of a collision that demol-

ished his automobile, or one’s recovery from brain cancer may all be called a 
“miracle.” Bible miracles, however, are events that clearly could not have oc-
curred either by mere chance or human effort or simply be inexplicable. Rather, 
they required and demonstrated Divine suspension of and/or interference with 
physical laws (e.g., raising the dead, stilling a storm on command, opening the 
eyes of the blind, causing the congenitally lame to walk, enabling men to speak 
in various unlearned languages, et al.). Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the apostles, and 
other saints they empowered performed such.  

Many modern religionists claim the power to perform the same miracles and 
signs as those recorded in the Bible. Claiming and doing are two different things. 
Many can make claims and can deceive multitudes, as did Simon the sorcerer 
(Acts 8:9–11). Jesus and the apostles did not go about claiming the power to per-
form signs and wonders; they performed them. Even their enemies could not 
deny their authenticity (Acts 4:16). The Bible teaches explicitly that miracles 
ceased with the completion of God’s revelation to men (the New Testament). 

The Corinthians were abusing their miraculous powers, and Paul wrote to cor-
rect them (12:1–30). He told them that love (non-miraculous) was superior to 
their miraculous gifts (v. 31), and that without it the gifts were vain (13:1–3). Af-
ter personifying love (vv. 4–7), he contrasted the duration of love with that of the 
gifts (vv. 8–13). Love would never fail, but the gifts (prophecy, tongues, and 
knowledge, a synecdoche for all of the gifts listed in 12:8–10) would be “done 
away” or “cease” (v. 8). He then stated when they would cease. The gifts enabled 
them to know and prophesy “in part” (God revealed His will part-by-part), but 
“when that which is perfect” (i.e., complete—God’s completed revelation) came, 
the “in part” vehicles (miraculous gifts) would be “done away” (vv. 9–10). He 
next likened their miraculous gifts to childhood traits, which one ceases to mani-
fest in maturity (v. 11). When Paul wrote these words, men could not see the full-

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (brother in Evant, TX) 
Judy Reid—continued recovery auto accident (sister in NJ, planning to move here) 
Llewelyn Reid—Judy’s husband (that he will be restored) 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison who is teaching fellow inmates daily 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     19 
Sunday AM Worship                      19                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   18 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 11 
Contribution                                         $807.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $970.07 
Internet Sermon broadcasts… 
Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 
and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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o be like Jesus—A perfect sentiment and marvelous aspiration. A Christ-
ian’ s primary goal must be to emulate the character of the One who 
bought us from sin. If all Christians would strive for this one goal—to be 
like Christ—there would be far less division and problems would be re-

solved much more quickly. When we sing songs of praise in worship to God, we 
should pay close attention to what we are “teaching and admonishing one an-
other” (Col. 3:16). The lyrics of Scriptural songs are edifying and they exhort us 
to continued faithfulness. Let us look at just a few of the Biblical principles we 
sing in the song, “O To Be Like Thee.” 
“Gladly I’ll Forfeit All Of Earth’s Treasures”: If any proof is needed that we 

should strongly consider what we say while singing in worship, this should suf-
fice. Do we really mean this phrase when we sing? The Bible does not teach us 
that we must be destitute in order to be saved, but we are taught, “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Mat. 
6:19–20). For a time, Jesus forfeited His rightful place beside the Father to be 
“lower than the angels for the suffering of death” (Heb. 2:9) so that we might 
have the opportunity to be saved and live eternally with Him. 
“Lowly In Spirit”: Jesus did not “think of himself more highly than he 

ought” (Rom. 12:3). He was meek and lowly (Mat. 11:28–30). Jesus was not 
ashamed to spend time with “publicans and sinners” (Mark 2:16) because He 
“came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (2:17). To be like Jesus, 
we must “be of the same mind one toward another.” We must not mind high 
things, but rather “condescend to men of low estate.” And we dare not be wise in 
our own conceits (Rom. 12:16). The inspired Paul also writes, “If a man think 
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6:3). 
“Jesus, Thy Perfect Likeness To Wear”: There is only one way that man can put 

on the likeness of Jesus: “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). An individual could be loving, compassionate, 
and humble all his life, but if he does not obey the Gospel of Christ, these honor-
able traits will not be “accounted to him for righteousness” (Gal. 3:6). In order to 
be like Christ, one must submit wholly to the will of the Father (Luke 22:42). 
Upon hearing the will of God (Rom. 10:17), one is called upon to believe (Heb. 
11:6), repent of sins (Luke 13:3), confess that Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 8:37), 
and be immersed in water to have his past sins forgiven (Acts 2:38). After follow-
ing God’s plan to save, one becomes a “new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17) to “walk in 
newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). This new life is “in Christ” (Rom. 6:3), whose like-
ness we have “put on” through obedience to Him. 

Let us obey God and study daily so that we can be like our Redeemer. 
—Brad Green 
Knoxville, TN 

ness of God’s revelation (it was still being transmitted), but the fullness of that 
revelation would provide fullness of knowledge (v. 12). Paul followed a similar 
line of argumentation in Ephesians 4:7–13. 

If God has finished His revelation to mankind, the gifts ceased upon its com-
pletion. His revelation is complete:  
• 2 Peter 1:3: “His divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto 

life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by his own 
glory and virtue” (emp. DM). 

• Jude 3b: “Contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered 
unto the saints” (emp. DM). 

• Revelation 22:18–19: “I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto 
him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from 
the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book” (emp. 
DM).  

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

nless we have a distinctive plea we have no right to exist. The day we 
become like the denominations around us, that day ends our right to 
exist as a distinct religious people. If we have a distinctive plea, in that 
consists our strength. I believe that our distinctive principles are made 

less prominent in our pulpit now than formerly.  
I do not mean that our preachers should be always on what is called “first 

principles.” Very far from it. But I do mean that all our members should be 
deeply indoctrinated in the things that distinguish us from other religious peo-
ples. The people should understand why they occupy the position they do. The 
better this is understood the more it will be appreciated, and the more firm and 
consistent will be the Christian life.  

When people are led to believe that sectarianism is about as good as New Tes-
tament Christianity their influence for the cause we plead is positively hurtful. 
Whenever we begin to curry favor with the sects and fawn upon them for recog-
nition, we are certain to say but little about a plea that lays the axe at the root of 
the whole denominational tree.  

Whenever we begin to curry favor with the world, we are certain to fall in with 
the world’s notions, and adjust ourselves to the world’s ways. Hence much of 
that in which churches now indulge in the way of worldly amusements, carnal 
methods of raising money, the spirit of mere entertainment in the worship, etc., is 
due to the fact that they copy the sects, rather than the New Testament churches; 
and are filled with the spirit of the world, instead of the spirit of Christ.  

—F. G. Allen  
(1836–1887) 
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