
No Thanks—Anytime! 
bumper sticker I have seen several times over the years de-
picts a cocktail glass and the message, “No thanks, I'm dri-
ving” (I even once saw one of these on a passenger van with Church of 

Christ signage!). This message is apparently intended to warn other drivers of the 
multiplied tragedies that are daily caused by drunk drivers—a warning direly 
(and constantly) needed by the general public. However, the bumper sticker falls 
far short of what needs to be said about drinking. In fact, it implies that there is 
no harm done and that it is acceptable to drink when one is not behind the wheel 
(yes, it did this very thing on the church van). This is hardly the case, as even a 
casual observer must admit. For example: 
• Crime rates and alcohol consumption are inexorably linked. It is rare to find 

one convicted of any kind of crime who does not have a history of alcohol con-
sumption. Some are even so drunk when they commit a crime that they literal-
ly have no memory of having done so. Likewise, those who have planned a 
crime often use alcohol to give them a “shot” of “courage.” Actually, it only 
lowers their inhibitions against doing what they know is wrong. The places 
where alcohol is sold and consumed (i.e., bars, saloons, lounges, et al.) are rou-
tinely the scenes of violent behavior. The cliché, a barroom brawl, has become a 
part of our vernacular. Alcohol is perpetually involved in a large percentage of 
vehicle accidents that maim and/or kill.  

• Alcohol consumption is a major source of problems in home and family life. If 
one spouse drinks, he or she brings financial and emotional hardship on the 
other. Drinking/drunkenness is a major factor in spousal/domestic abuse cas-
es. Children in such a household may suffer more than the parents. If both 
spouses drink, problems are compounded—both for themselves and for any 
children who may be involved. Drinking has utterly destroyed millions of 
homes and has emotionally scarred many children for life. 

• Drinking has a major effect on the economy of our nation. Industry loses bil-
lions of dollars every year because of employees who are too drunk to work. 
Those who drink have a shorter life expectancy, which raises the life insurance 

teach that man can be saved by faith alone, that Christ is going to return to earth 
and set up a reign in literal Jerusalem, that we can use mechanical music in wor-
ship to God, that Christ is not deity, or that man comes into this world with a 
“sinful nature”? Yet, the NIV advocates these false doctrines plus 101 others. 

—Jess Whitlock 
Denison, TX  

           ~~§§§~~ 

That you may know… 
New phone number…  
Phil and Janet Smith—New phone number: 940-218-2856 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   15 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                   8  
Contribution                                         $922.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,049.72 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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rates of all. Drinkers are more susceptible to various major diseases (certain 
types of cancer, liver disease, mental illnesses, etc.), increasing health care and 
insurance rates for all. Auto insurance rates also reflect the heavy costs of per-
sonal injury and vehicle repair/replacement made necessary by drunk drivers. 
The messes made and destruction caused by those who drink alcohol result in 
a heavier tax burden on all of us. 
Solomon's strong warning against strong drink needs to be heard by all. While 

it may “sparkle in the cup” and “go down smoothly,…” “at the last it biteth like a 
serpent and stingeth like an adder” (Pro. 23:31–32). The wise bumper sticker 
would read, “No thanks, anytime”! 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

Why Know the Bible? 
hy must you know your Bible?  
•  To have everlasting life. In praying to the Father, Jesus said, “And 
this is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). The Bible is the only source of 
perfect, saving knowledge of God and Christ.  

• To know the greatest book ever written. The Bible is the greatest book because 
God is its author. There were forty penmen, but only one author. All of the 
writers were “moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21). “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). No other book can compare with the Bible. It 
is truly God’s book!  

• To know who you are. Only from the Bible can you know your origin, pur-
pose, and destiny—where you came from, why you are here, and where you 
are going. We are not a product of evolution. We are a product of Divine cre-
ation. God made man in His image, and made man a morally responsible, liv-
ing soul (Gen. 1:26–27; 2:7). Our purpose is to glorify God and become as God-
like as possible in preparation for the Judgment and our personal accountabili-
ty to God (Rom. 14:11–12).  

• To be saved from sin. The Bible is the only book that has as its main message 
the salvation of sinners. The Bible alone answers the world’s greatest question: 
“What must I do to be saved?” “The Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the 
world” (1 John 4:14). He saves sinners by His Gospel, which is “the power of 
God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). Thus Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15–16).  

• To identify the church of the Lord and know its importance. When one obeys 
the Gospel by being baptized into Christ, he is born again of water and the 
Spirit into the family of God (John 3:3–5). This is the spiritual body of Christ, 
the church of which He is the head (Eph. 1:22–23). He has only one body (Eph. 
4:4), one church (Acts 2:47). In the New Testament, members of the Lord’s 
church were Christians only (Acts 11:26), and, they were the only Christians.  

• To find the Christian way of life, worship, and service. The inspired Scrip-
tures are the only doctrine of the New Testament church. The Scriptures alone 
furnish us completely unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16–17). The inspired Word 
teaches us that “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live sober-
ly, righteously, and godly in this present world” (Tit. 2:12).  

• To reach the highest goal—“the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phi. 3:14). Paul counted all things “but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (v. 8). We should strive to be like Paul, 
who near the time of his departure from this life could say, “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7–8).  

—Frank J. Dunn 
Deceased 

Majority Vote? 
ears ago a bulletin crossed my desk with a cartoon de-
signed to teach a valuable lesson. It pictured a business 
meeting in some man-made church. The chairman was speaking to a 

group of men seated around a large table. The caption read, “So, it is determined 
that the will of God cannot be overturned without a two-thirds majority vote.” At 
the time, it was thought to be funny. However, how many thought that such 
thinking would ever invade the church for which Christ died? Christ died for His 
church, which is the “one body” (Eph. 1:22–23; 4:4; Mat. 16:18). 

During that time we had a group of young people taking part in Bible Bowl 
competition in the Oklahoma City area. One of the men brought it to my atten-
tion that the coordinators had decided to change the basis for the questions from 
the King James Version to the New International Version. We wrote to inquire as to 
why such a change had been made. We were informed by letter that the change 
had been made to the NIV for the Bowl “because it was by landslide the choice of 
the sponsors” of the Bowl. We asked if the sponsors voted by “landslide” to 
bring in the Baptist Manual, the Methodist Discipline, or the teachings of Calvinism 
and/or Premillennialism, what would happen? They informed me that such 
could (would) never happen. It was then that we explained that the doctrines of 
total depravity (Psa. 51:5; Rom. 7:18, 25), unconditional election (Rom. 9:16; 2 Cor. 
2:2; 5:5), salvation by faith alone (Rom. 1:7; 4:5; 10:10; Eph. 1:13), and the doctrine 
of once saved, always saved (2 Cor. 13:5–6), are all taught in the text of the NIV! 
Not only that, the NIV also denies that Jesus Christ is God’s “only begotten 
Son” (John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9), only half-translating the Greek word, 
monogenes. Don’t take our word for it—look up each passage in the NIV text. 

Christ warned, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing, but inwardly are ravening wolves” (Mat. 7:15). Every copy of the NIV that 
we’ve ever seen says somewhere on it, Holy Bible. But does God’s inspired Bible 
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