
No Bible Heritage? 
umanists, Secularists, and political “Progressives” (pardon 
the repetition) and others are doing their best to remove all 
Biblical connections to our nation’s history. Try as they might, it will take 

them quite a while longer to do so, if ever they do, for they have a big job on 
their hands. The Biblical heritage of the USA is not only prominent in our majes-
tic Declaration of Independence and our unique Constitution, but in our civil and 
criminal codes as well. Only the ignorant or ideologically biased dare deny it. 

In spite of the best efforts of such forces, the Bible remains deeply ingrained in 
the public consciousness. Common parlance proves this beyond doubt. Even the 
Bible’s most avid enemies employ (likely unwittingly) its idioms regularly, a few 
of which follow: 
• “Shibboleth” (Jud. 12:6): A “test” or password for entrance. 
• “Washed my hands of the matter (Mat. 27:24): An attempt to avoid guilt for a 

culpable deed. 
• “Touch the hem of the garment” (Mat. 14:36): Referring to a bare minimum of 

effort or information.  
• “Apple of your eye” (Pro. 7:2, et al.): That which is greatly prized. 
• “No room in the Inn” (Luke 2:7): The unavailability of accommodation or 

space (hotel, restaurant, parking, et al.). 
• “Physician, heal thyself” (Luke 4:23): One should take his own advice or tend 

to his own affairs. 
• “Eye for an eye” (Exo. 21:24, et al.): The penalty for injury of a neighbor under 

the law of Moses; retribution in kind. 
• “Armageddon” (Rev. 16:15): Any catastrophic, climactic event. 
• “Skin of my teeth” (Job 19:20): The finest or smallest of margins, especially in 

avoiding or escaping some peril. 
• “A little bird told me” (Ecc. 10:20): Ascribed source of rumor/information 

when one does not want to disclose the actual source. 
• “David and Goliath” (1 Sam. 17:50, et al.): One who succeeds in the face of 

overwhelming odds or forces.  

Still True… 
There is not one peculiar Baptist doctrine that is the truth. And, there is not one 

good thing a person can receive in the Baptist church that he cannot have out of 
it. The Baptist Church is exalted above heaven, according to its teaching, for one 
can be saved and go to Heaven without baptism, but he cannot be a member of 
the Baptist Church without it. 

E.G. Creacy 
Deceased 

That you may know… 
New phone number…  
Janice Parks—New phone number: 940-735-7423  
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     13 
Sunday AM Worship                      13                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   11 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16  
Contribution                                         $934.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,053.84 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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• “Weighed in the balances and found wanting” (Dan. 5:27): When one is put 
to the test and comes up short. 

• “Fly in the ointment” (Ecc. 10:1): That which spoils, corrupts, pollutes, or ren-
ders an otherwise good thing useless. 

• “Casting your pearls before swine” (Mat. 7:6): Spending one’s time, effort, or 
money in a vain attempt to influence another person. 

• “Drop in the bucket” (Isa. 40:15): Amounting to very little or nothing. 
• “The right hand knows not what the left hand is doing” (Mat. 6:3): Indicating 

great confidentiality or lack of communication. 
• “As old as Methuselah” (Gen. 5:27): He lived 969 years, so this expression is a 

hyperbole of advanced age. 
• “Good Samaritan” (Luke 10:33): One who aids someone in distress. 
• “Going the second mile” (Mat. 5:41): Doing more than is expected/required. 
• “If the blind lead the blind…” (Mat. 15:14): False teachers/leaders who have 

naïve followers. 
• “A kingdom divided against itself…” (Mat. 12:25): Description of any entity 

that experiences inner conflict. 
• “Judas kiss” (Luke 22:48): Any act of betrayal.  
• “Handwriting on the wall” (Dan. 5:5): That which is strongly implied or ex-

pected, often with a dire consequence. 
The foregoing are but samples of many others. Such expressions, drawn direct-

ly from the Bible, will not easily or quickly be erased from speech and literature. 
After all, the Bible is “the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever” (1 Pet. 
1:23), and Jesus said: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away” (Mat. 24:35). 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

He “…Knew Not Joseph” 
familiar statement to many is found in Exodus 1:8 “Now 
there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Jo-
seph.” This change in leadership was to result in radical changes that 

would affect God’s people. Under the Pharaoh who knew Joseph, Israel was 
greatly blessed. They had grown from seventy souls to perhaps three million 
people. They were given choice land for their cattle in the land of Goshen. Their 
wealth had increased. The God of heaven was respected because of Joseph (Gen. 
41:32–45). When Jacob died the nobles of Egypt honored him (50:7). 

How things changed because the new leader knew not Joseph or his God. Is-
rael is regarded as an enemy (Exo. 1:10). They were made slaves. Cruel taskmas-
ters were placed over them (v. 11). Orders were given to kill the male babies (vv. 
15–16). What changes had taken place because of a change in leadership! 
Changes in Leadership Are Occurring in the Church 
 We have seen a generation of great men pass on. Men like Foy E. Wallace, Jr., 
G.K. Wallace, N.B. Hardeman, H.A. Dixon, Gus Nichols, B.C. Goodpasture, and a 
host of others who stood for the Truth without wavering. They challenged false 

teachers and engaged them in debate. The church grew and remained strong in 
the faith. Strong elders watched over the churches. False teachers were not al-
lowed in the pulpits. Error was condemned by stalwart preachers and teachers. 
Young people felt secure under their leadership. Now these have gone on. There 
is a new leadership in the church. Some preachers now ridicule these men of the 
past. Elders are yielding to popular demands for softer preaching and entertain-
ment. They have been deceived into thinking this will cause the church to grow. 
What We Hear Today  
 From the same pulpits where brave and faithful men stood we are hearing: 
Salvation is by grace alone. Men can do nothing toward their own salvation. 
Others are saying that we are saved by faith only. We are told that instrumental 
music is a matter of tradition or opinion; we should not make it a test of fellow-
ship. “Pattern theology” is to be rejected. We should be less rigid in our beliefs. 
The “old paths” mentality should be rejected. We should not believe we are the 
only true church. The Scriptures should not be used as proof-texts. We need to 
give women a more prominent role in the church. Preachers are swapping pul-
pits with denominational pastors. Fellowship among all who” believe in Christ” 
should be practiced. These are just a few things being heard today in pulpits of 
the church where they could not have been preached just a few years ago. 
 Lectureships which use faithful preachers to expose such false teachings are 
being avoided by the new breed. Faithful preachers are not being used by these 
liberal churches. Schools which still teach the Bible without fear or favor are not 
being supported by these who “knew not Joseph” because they do not know the 
God of Joseph. Some of the same congregations which condemned false teachers 
a few years ago have since employed them as their preachers. The church is suf-
fering because of changes in leadership. 
What Can We Do To Prevent Apostasy? 

1. We need to appoint and support faithful elders who will properly oversee 
the flock (Acts 20:28–32).  

2. We need to be busy now training other leaders to take their place. Consider 
Joshua's training and the influence he wielded (Jos. 24:31).  

3. We need to learn again proper respect for the Word of God (Psa. 119:9–16). 
We must teach this to our children (Deu. 6:4–9).  

4. We must vaccinate against the errors of our day by exposing all false 
teachers—even if this means being “negative” (Acts 20:29–32; 2 Tim. 4:1–5). 

5. We must indoctrinate each generation. It is right to teach doctrine (1 Tim. 
4:16; 2 John 9–11).  

6. We need to pray fervently for elders and preachers (Jam. 5:16).  
7. We must be set for the defense of the Gospel (Phi. 1:17).  

—B.C. Carr 
Deceased 

[Editor’s Note: Although this article was written perhaps a third of a century 
ago, its message is no less relevant to our times. The problems it discusses have 
only intensified since it was written, and the suggested solutions are timeless. (It 
makes good practical application of our current Bible class material). DM]  
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