
Legalism and Love 
hose who do not want to obey the teachings of the New Tes-
tament often accuse those of “legalism” who dare empha-
size obedience to God’s commands. Legalism is defined as “strict, or ex-

cessive conformity to the law.” In the religious context, this definition refers to 
God’s law. One who truly loves the Lord should consider it a compliment to be 
called a “legalist” by the foregoing definition. It is impossible to practice “exces-
sive conformity” to God’s laws, as long as one is determined to preach and prac-
tice only God’s laws. Often people use legalist to refer to some who overempha-
size one part of God’s law to the neglect of others or those who elevate a human 
opinion to the level of Divine law. In these senses the scribes and Pharisees of 
Jesus’ time were “legalists” (Mat. 15:3, 6–9; 23:23). Some of the same types of 
“legalists” are around today. They ought to be exposed and condemned per Je-
sus’ example. 

However, a clear distinction needs to be made between the foregoing loose us-
age of legalism and the Scriptural doctrine of obedience to the commands of the 
Gospel. Insistence upon obedience to the New Testament dare not be equated 
with legalism, for God has ever required obedience of mankind. From the be-
ginning, disobedience has equaled sin—and it still does (1 John 3:4; 5:17). Salva-
tion by Christ is not available short of obedience (Heb. 5:9). A fiery judgment 
awaits those who “know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (2 The. 1:7–9). 

There is much more. Jesus and the inspired writers make love of and obedience 
to Him inseparable. “If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments…; He that 
loveth me not keepeth not my words…; If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love…; For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments” 
(John 14:15, 24; 15:10; 1 John 5:3). Were Jesus and John thus telling us we must be 
“legalists” by emphasizing obedience?  

Whoever teaches that the commands of Christ are unessential to salvation (e.g., 
“Only believe and ask Jesus to come into your heart, and you will be saved”) 
does not love Christ by Jesus’ statement on the matter, regardless of his claims to 

our of sins (Luke 13:3), confessing our faith in Christ (Acts 8:37), being bap-
tized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38) and living a life devoted to Christ. 
Death will come to all of us. Are you prepared to meet God?  

—Jerry C. Brewer 
Elk City, OK 

IT BEARS REPEATING… 
The atheist can’t find God for the same reason that a thief can’t find a policeman. 

If there are any good traits in an atheist, he got them from the Bible. 

          ~~§§§~~
That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   13 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                   9  
Contribution                                         $887.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,057.83 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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the contrary. This is the crucial place where the faith-only salvation doctrine breaks 
down. One may believe in Christ and still refuse to obey Him for lack of love 
(e.g., those who say, “Lord, Lord” [Mat. 7:21], the rulers [John 12:42–43], the de-
mons [Jam. 2:19], et al.). All such mere “believers” will be lost (Mat. 7:22–23). Let 
those who emphasize the essentiality of strict obedience not be ashamed to be 
called “legalists.” Indeed strict respect for and obedience to law constitutes legal-
ism in its most basic definition. Love of Christ demands just such “legalism.”  

This matter relates to the faithful service we should render in Christ’s king-
dom, also. I have watched in dismay through the years as some Christians seek 
other things first besides the kingdom (Mat. 6:33). On a given Lord’s day there 
will be some who choose to stay in bed, go fishing or hunting, visit relatives, or 
fail to worship while traveling—with little or no thought of their duty to Christ. 
They may still “believe” in a shallow sense, but they have a serious love prob-
lem. They need to become legalists. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

Missing Scriptures  
ast week I was reading though what I thought was my Bible. 
It looked the same as mine, but it actually was one given to 
me by a friend who wanted me to look through it and see what I thought 

of it. It was called the APV, which I had not heard of before. He had given me a 
letter explaining about the translation (Hmmm. What had I done with that?). As I 
was thumbing through it, much to my surprise, I discovered that 2 John 10–11 
was missing. What? How odd. Verses 1–8 were there, as were verses 12 and 13—
only they were now numbered 9 and 10. “Who would dare to remove three vers-
es from the Bible?” I thought to myself. I stared at it in disbelief, but those three 
verses remained gone. 

I couldn’t help wondering if any other verses were missing. It seemed to be 
otherwise normal. It took a while, but as I was skimming through it, I noticed 
that 1 Corinthians only contained 15 chapters! When did that change occur? 
Surely, the entire text was not missing in early manuscripts. And 1 Corinthians 
5:1–13 was missing entirely. Ephesians 5:11 was gone, and Titus 3:10–11 was also 
absent. “This is crazy!” I thought. I decided the only way to make any sense out 
of all this was to find the accompanying explanation. Where was that letter? Af-
ter searching for a bit, I found it mixed in with some newspapers. It read: 

The publishers of the APV hope that you enjoy the efforts of selected breth-
ren to make the Bible relevant. The most appropriate title we could think of 
to describe the work is the APV (As Practiced Version). Everyone is aware that 
needless divisions have existed in the church over the past 20 [more like 30! 
DM] years. Many different views have surfaced over such matters, and lines 
of fellowship have been drawn which exclude large segments of brethren 
from loving and appreciating one another. We all agree that these barriers are 
harmful to the cause of Christ, so passages that might be misconstrued, 
along with those that have been misused, have been removed. Matthew 

7:15–20 is now gone because who among us can identify someone else as “a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing”?  
With this version you will be able to fellowship Rubel Shelly, Max Lucado, 
Jerry Rushford (who directed the Pepperdine lectures for 32 years), and 
many others. So what if some brethren, such as F. LaGard Smith and Edward 
Fudge, deny that Hell, as defined in the Bible, exists? Can we afford to with-
draw from everyone with whom we have honest disagreements? Why, we 
would have to banish to the theological scrap heap Mac Deaver and his Holy 
Spirit teachings, the A.D. 70 folks, and probably those who do not object to 
instrumental music in worship. Brethren, how far are we willing to go? 
Eventually no one will be left. The As Practiced Version will unite all of us by 
removing that which divides us. Harmony ought to result among God’s 
people. 

—Gary W. Summers 
Winter Park, FL 

Death	Comes to All	
eath is the common denominator of all men. Rich and poor 
alike must some day walk through the valley of the shadow. 
That truth is expressed in these lines from the classic poem, Thanatopsis, 

by William Cullen Bryant: “All that wealth, all that beauty e’er gave/ await alike 
th’inevitable hour/the paths of glory lead but to the grave.” Death is an ap-
pointment that every man, woman, and child upon the earth shall keep. “...[I]t is 
appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). Many 
people think that death automatically makes a person a Christian and sends him 
to Heaven. But that’s not true. As one dies, so he remains for all eternity. One 
who dies in sin is forever separated from God’s presence. Jesus demonstrated 
that fact in His account of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19–31. He said 
there is a great gulf fixed between the wicked and the righteous dead that can 
never be crossed. 

Death is an appointment that is both certain and uncertain. It is certain in that 
all shall die, but it is uncertain because no man knows when that hour shall 
come. James wrote, “For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away” (Jam. 4:14).  

There is hope of life after death. For Christians death is the end of labors and 
trials which will be rewarded (Phi. 1:21), and John wrote, “Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors; and their works do follow them” (Rev. 14:13). But the key to 
having that eternal rest is faithfulness in this life. One’s eternal destiny is sealed 
at death. There is no “second chance.” Death does not save one who refuses to 
obey God in this life, but is a line of demarcation between this world and the 
next, from which there is no return and no appeal.  

This life is our trial, and Judgment Day is a time of sentencing. Now—in this 
life—is the time to prepare for death by believing in Christ (John 8:24), repenting  
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