
Atheism Reasonable? 
ll forms of atheism (e.g., anti-theism, naturalism, human-
ism, evolutionism, materialism) allege that believers in God 
and Christianity are unreasonable and irrational; its adherents are all 

chumps of “blind faith.” Anti-God voices condescendingly aver that we who be-
lieve in God, the Bible, and Jesus as God’s Son do so not because of any evi-
dence, but in spite of it. We are benighted dupes who believe merely because we 
want to believe. Atheists ridicule us as “pie-in-the-sky-by-and-by” simpletons. 
 Contrariwise, atheism portrays itself as the only path of rationality and reason 
(demonstrating in the process the exclusiveness and intolerance of which they 
accuse believers). One atheistic group bears the name, “The Coalition of 
Reason” (clearly implying that all theists are irrational imbeciles). Is denial of the 
existence of a supreme, supernatural, eternal Being reasonable (i.e., is the denial 
of the existence of God the rational/correct conclusion on the basis of available 
evidence?)? 
 We derive atheism from the Greek word, theos (god) and a prefixed a (the Greek 
letter, alpha), which has the force of negation. Atheism is thus the negation of the 
existence of God. Dr. Anthony G.N. Flew (1923–2010) was for many years the 
renowned champion of atheism. When he debated Dr. Thomas B. Warren on the 
existence of God (Denton, TX, 1976), he affirmed, “I know that God does not ex-
ist.” He obviously believed he had reason on his side. However, Dr. Warren 
demonstrated in the debate that atheism hardly has a monopoly on logic and 
rationality, but rather represents a denial of and retreat from logic and reason. 
 Contrary to atheistic assertions, genuine Christian faith (not the mumbo-jumbo 
of Pentecostal emotionalism or the pop-psychology of the “Evangelicals”) is in 
no sense “blind.” The Bible addresses itself to the mind and demands the proper 
use thereof. It urges men to reason about its teachings (Isa. 1:18). Jesus consistent-
ly employed flawless logic in His running debates with the religious leaders of 
His time. The “first and great commandment” includes loving God with “all thy 
mind” (Mat. 22:37–38). Rather than ignoring or denying evidence, genuine be-
lievers rely upon it and invite skeptics to fully examine it. Thus Paul enjoined: 

The WISEST Son 
A man had three sons. He wanted to test their ability to discern. So he gave 

each of them a piece of an apple with a rotten spot in it. The first ate the whole 
thing. The second threw the whole thing away. The third separated the bad and 
ate the good. 

The father noted that the third was the wisest, and he explained, “When we 
receive instruction, some of us believe everything we hear; others reject every-
thing because some is bad, but the wise separate the bad from the good and ben-
efit from the good” (1 The. 5:21). 

— Author unknown 
That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   15 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 14  
Contribution                                      $1,002.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,063.72 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 The. 5:21). God has never 
asked anyone to believe anything He has revealed without sufficient evidence to 
warrant our faith. 
 Is it reasonable to assert that even such simple things as paper clips “just hap-
pen” without designer or manufacturer? Atheists laud the superior human intel-
ligence required to design and produce the 27” Apple iMac computer upon 
which I composed this article. They know all too well that my iMac did not de-
sign/produce itself, and that it was not the result of either a cosmic accident or 
explosion. The same atheists then shamelessly assert that the human minds that 
designed/produced my iMac—minds that must be superior to my computer to 
be able to design/produce it—had no designer/producer. If one wishes to see 
absolute irrationality on display, he need look no further.  
 How much less “reasonable” then are atheists who assert that our bodies, 
minds, the earth, and the universe “just happened” from some cosmic “accident” 
apart from design and the Ultimate Designer. Even the words, intelligent design, 
to say nothing of God, provoke irrational ire in atheists. Lacking evidence for 
their negation, theirs, is the “blind faith.” The hubris and condescension of athe-
ism is astonishing.  
 Epilog: Dr. Flew stirred extreme ire in his fellow-atheists when he renounced 
his atheism in 2004. Simply put, he finally came to reason correctly concerning 
the evidence and could no longer deny the argument from design and still retain 
his personal integrity. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

Their  Own “Bible” 

he reader is probably aware of the proliferation of Bible 
translations (most often paraphrases) that have flooded the 
market in recent years. What the reader may not be aware of is one “Bible 

translation” which takes a particularly perverted approach to the sacred text. The 
Princess Diana Bible attempts to justify homosexuality—not only by whitewash-
ing the passages that warn against homosexuality, but also by teaching that het-
erosexuality is the sin.1 The first couple in the Garden is changed to Aida and 
Eve, and similar rewrites of the Biblical text take place throughout the “transla-
tion.” Consider also the justification the author makes for his “Bible”: “There are 
many different versions of the Bible; I don't see why we can’t have one.”  

This is individualism and “personal choice” gone to seed. It is not anything 
new for “every man [to do] that which [is] right in his own eyes” (Jud. 17:6). It 
still remains true that “every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should be re-proved” (John 3:20). For years there have 
been a number of homosexual activists who have tried to claim that the Bible 
does not condemn homosexuality. But this is a new low to say, “We’re not just 
going to put our own spin on the standard [God’s standard]; we are going to 
make our own standard and call it God’s standard.”  

When we acknowledge that there is a God, we acknowledge that there is 
Someone above us, and that there is a standard higher than ourselves. There is 
one standard for every man and woman, and to which every man and woman 
must conform (Mark 16:15–16; John 12:48; Eph. 4:4–6). When “the books are 
opened” at the Judgment, do we really think that the Judge will let us choose 
which books those will be? God has revealed what His standard will be at that 
day, and for this we must be thankful. We do not each have the right to choose 
(or make) a Bible that suits our own personal preferences in any respect. It is 
God’s own Bible; we must it make our own.  

Endnote 
___________________  
1. Allison Flood, “Gay Bible Angers Christians,” U.K. Guardian, December 1, 2008: 
    <http://www.guardian.com.uk/world/dec/01/princess-diana-gay-bible 

—Lee Moses 
Union City, TN 

In	Season	and	Out of Season	
here are times when general apathy prevails—when it ap-
pears impossible to rouse the people to anything like an ap-
preciation of the things of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ and when the hearts of the people appear to be closed against all that can 
be said or done to save them. They frequently hear at such times, act as orderly 
as ever, and show as much respect to the Gospel, but they do not have the heart 
and soul in it and cannot be moved to action. Their emotional nature appears to 
be utterly inaccessible. There are again times when the hearts of the people are 
open. They not only hear the Truth, pay a decent respect to it, and admire its 
beauties, but also with joy they receive it into good and honest hearts and believe 
it to be the salvation of their souls. It melts them down, fills their hearts to over-
flowing, and moves them to obedience.  

This much we know to be fact. We have tried to see the cause of this fact, but 
do not claim that we can see it. Nor do we see any particular importance in see-
ing the cause, but we ought to turn the fact to account. How can this be done? 
Paul has a period, or state of things, that he styles “in season,” and another that 
he styles “out of season.” There is a time to sow and a time to reap, a time to 
dress the vineyard and a time to gather the fruit. These periods, when the hearts 
of the people are open, are the harvest times—the time for gathering in the ripe 
grain ready for the harvest—for turning sinners to the Lord. No matter about the 
cause of it; there is the opportunity, and we should be ready and go into the har-
vest and gather precious souls into the fold of Christ.…  

Never mind explaining how the Lord opened the heart of Lydia so that she 
attended to the words spoken by Paul, nor how the Lord now is opening the 
hearts of the people [in our day]. It is enough for the man of God to find that the 
hearts of the people are open, and that they will attend to the Word of the Lord 
when it is spoken. Go on and speak to them the Word of the Lord—the words of 
everlasting life—turn them to God and save them. 

—Ben Franklin, deceased 19th century Gospel preacher and author 

T 

T


