
The Grace of God 
race may be the most beautiful and significant word in the 
Bible. None will be saved except by God’s grace (Eph. 2:8). 
This word refers to God’s bestowal of undeserved favor upon men, 

making fellowship with Him now and eternal life with Him in the future possi-
ble. While the concept of God’s grace is so very important, it is also one of the 
most misunderstood and perverted Bible doctrines. Yet, if one would be saved 
from the guilt and consequence of sin, he must understand it.  

Consider the following facts about God’s grace: 
• Grace is free. The eternal life that is availed through grace is a “free gift” (Rom.

6:23). That is, God chose to bestow it; it is free in the sense that we could never 
earn it and He was under no obligation to offer it (5:17–18). 

• Grace is conditional. That grace is free does not mean it is unconditional. Were 
this so, none would be lost, for ideally, God “would have all men to be saved”  
(1 Tim. 2:6). That God’s grace will save some and not others (Mat. 25:31–46; et 
al.) implies that God’s grace is conditional (John 3:16). These conditions involve 
our obedience to God (Mat. 7:21–23; 2 The. 1:7–9; Heb. 5:9). 

• Grace does not eliminate law. If grace excludes law, it thereby also eliminates 
sin, for sin does not exist apart from God’s law (Rom. 4:15b; 5:13; 7:8). Apart 
from sin, there is no need for grace. Grace, therefore, instead of eliminating or 
excluding law, implies, law. 

• Grace does not exclude all works by the sinner. We never can live so that God 
would be obligated to save us; we cannot earn salvation (Eph. 2:8–9; Tit. 3:5a). 
These passages clearly identify the works that do not save—works of “our own 
righteousness” in which we might “glory.” Works of another class are neces-
sary for salvation, however—works that involve our obedient response to Di-
vine commands. Faith, repentance, and baptism are such “works” (John 6:28–
29; Acts 2:38), which save (Gal. 5:6; Tit. 3:5b; Jam. 2:20–26). Grace includes/de-
mands such works. 

• Grace does not coerce. Calvinism insists that sinners whom God has elected 
for salvation cannot resist His grace. Contrariwise, the Bible teaches that all 

Sixth: Revering your maker. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
But fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Pro. 1:7). “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; And lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, And he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: 
Fear the Lord, and depart from evil” (3:5–7). “Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man” (Ecc. 12:13).  

— J. A. McNutt  
Deceased 

~~WWWW~~ 
That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     10 
Sunday AM Worship                      10                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                     9 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 17  
Contribution                                         $850.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,065.93 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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men can choose to accept or resist Divine grace (Mat. 11:28; Mark 16:15–16; 
Rev. 22:17). While God’s grace does not force us, it does instruct us to deny un-
godliness and to live righteously (Tit. 3:11–12). 

• Grace does not give license to sin. Some use God’s grace as an excuse to sin 
(Jude 4)—implied by the idea that grace excludes law and obedience. While 
grace frees us from the guilt and consequence of sin, we dare not use it as “an 
occasion of the flesh” (Gal. 5:13, 19–21). To do so is to presume upon God’s 
grace (Rom. 6:1–2). 
As mentioned above, none will be saved in Heaven at last apart from the Grace 

of God. The ultimate expression of God’s grace is Jesus Christ, to Whom we must 
respond in faith and obedience to be saved (John 8:24; Heb. 5:9).  

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

“A Higher Morality” 
e need a higher morality, a more pure and unadulterated 
piety and greater simplicity of benevolence. We do not want 
money extracted from the pockets of the people by the church offering 

them sensual gratification, amusements, and entertainments, to say nothing of 
the ball, the lottery, and other gambling. Let us in the name of the Lord and of 
religion, in a manly way, come directly to the people for means to support reli-
gion and ask them to give from love to Christ, and no matter if we do not obtain 
one-fourth the amount, it will do ten times as much good. The Lord needs no 
money made by lotteries, gambling, fairs, festivals, or any such appeals to the 
lust of the flesh, the human appetite, the love of fine companies, etc. He needs no 
money, only that given to Him through love and devotion to His cause.  

Those who appeal to entertainments, amusements, fine companies of men and 
women, the dance, lotteries, festivals, fairs, etc., etc., thus publish to the world 
their impression that there is more potency in these worldly and secular appli-
ances than there is in the grace of God and the love of Christ, and we doubt not 
they find it to be so, in raising money in their assemblies. They have tried it and 
demonstrated it to be so. We care not if it be so; we care not if it has been demon-
strated that the people will give more money for a monkey show than for the 
kingdom of God. We will not resort to the monkey show, nor do we care if they 
will give more money for reveling than for the holy cause for which Jesus died. 
We will not resort to the reveling. There are other matters aside from the ques-
tion, how much money can we raise, that must be kept in view.  

We must maintain our piety, devotion to the Lord, purity, and must not be con-
formed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our mind. We have 
never consented to this modern element that will appeal to anything and every-
thing that will raise money. It is not Godliness, nor the love of God, but sensual; 
it is devilish. Come directly to the children of God in the name of the Lord and 
appeal to them for His sake to give—to give freely and of a willing mind, [under-
standing] that “it is more blessed to give than to receive,” and [to] appreciate 
what is given in his name.                                          —Benjamin Franklin, Deceased 

[Editor’s Note: The author or the foregoing article was a very influential 19th-cen-
tury Gospel preacher and writer (a descendant of the 18th-century statesman). 
His article reveals that the fun and games approach to religion among brethren 
was alive and well 150 years ago. In our time we have had such inanities as 
“Gymnastics to the Glory of God,” “Magic for the Master,” and “Juggling for Je-
sus” (what, no “Hollering for the Holy Spirit”?) to attract the crowds. One con-
gregation produced a full-fledged Broadway play (complete with scanty attire). It 
is increasingly commonplace for congregations to offer a catered meal (for which 
they charge attendees) before meeting time on Wednesday night. The list of 
gimmicks and gadgets—appealing to the flesh rather than to the spirit—is almost 
endless. Whether to draw in dollars or people, Franklin’s opposition to such folly 
is altogether in keeping with Paul’s command: “And be not fashioned according 
to this world…” (Rom. 12:2a). DM] 

No	Regrets—Six	Things	
irst: Showing kindness to an aged person. “Thou shalt rise 
up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man, 
and fear thy God: I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:32). “With the ancient is wis-

dom; And in length of days understanding” (Job 12:12). “Hearken unto thy father 
that begat thee, And despise not thy mother when she is old” (Pro. 23:22).  

Second: Destroying a letter written in anger. “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not 
the sun go down upon your wrath:… Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:26, 31–32). “A wrathful man stirreth up 
strife: But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife” (Pro. 15:18).  

Third: Offering the apology that saved a friendship. “A soft answer turneth 
away wrath: But grievous words stir up anger” (15:1). “Therefore if thou bring 
thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against 
thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, 
whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 
the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into 
prison” (Mat. 5:23–25).  

Fourth: Stopping a scandal that would wreck a reputation. “A prudent man 
concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness” (Pro. 
12:23). “He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a 
matter separateth very friends” (17:9). “An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth 
his neighbor: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered” (11:9).  

Fifth: Taking time to show loved ones consideration. “My son, hear the instruc-
tion of thy father, And forsake not the law of thy mother: For they shall be an 
ornament of grace unto thy head, And chains about thy neck” (1:8–9). “But if any 
provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). “Honor thy father and moth-
er; (which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:2–3).  

F W


