
The Glorious Cross 
    he centerpiece of God’s plan to redeem sinful mankind— 
   yea, of history—is the cross of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is 
   the “word of the cross” (1 Cor. 1:18). The cross is “the power and wisdom 

of God” (23–24). The cross is the great “peacemaker” between Jew and Gentile 
and between God and sinful men (Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20). Christians should there-
fore glory in the cross (Gal. 6:14). The cross significantly demonstrates so many 
extraordinary facts: 
• The awfulness of sin.  Most people glorify and laugh at sin, but God and His 

Son did not and do not. Sin is so repugnant to Deity that it took the horrors of 
the cross to save us from it. The Righteous One suffered on the cross for the 
sins of the unrighteous (1 Pet. 3:18). Without His shed blood there is no for-
giveness (Heb. 9:22b). Only by His sacrifice could He “put away sin” (v. 26b).  

• The love of God and Christ for Mankind. God’s love caused Him to give His 
Son to save us (John 3:16). God demonstrated His love for sinners in the death 
of His Son (Rom. 5:8). Christ expressed His love for us on the cross (2 Cor. 
5:14). God so loved us that He sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins   
(1 John 4:10). God’s love and the cross are inseparable (John 3:16). 

• The price of redemption. Christ gave himself “a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6). 
He “purchased” the church with His blood (Acts 20:28). He “gave himself up” 
for the church (Eph. 5:25; Tit. 2:14). He redeemed us “with precious blood” (1 
Pet. 1:18–19). He “gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of this 
present evil world” (Gal. 1:4). There could be no redemption without the cross. 

• The wickedness and cruelty of men. Isaiah foretold that Jesus would be “de-
spised and rejected” (Isa. 53:6–8). Judas betrayed Him for 30 coins. At Jesus’ 
first trial, Peter, one of his “inner circle,” denied he knew Him three times. The 
Jewish rulers so hated Jesus that they violated the law and ignored justice. A 
frenzied and irrational mob cried for His crucifixion. Pilate and Herod abused 
Him, and Pilate delivered Him to the cross, publicly admitting He was inno-
cent. The cross revealed the depths of cruelty and wickedness to which sinful 
men can plunge as they slew their only Savior. 

Ultimately, the goal of such schemes must be the destruction of both Christian-
ity and the family. If it is not the intention, it will nevertheless bring about the 
same result. It is time for people to quit obsessing over entertainment and pay 
attention to what is happening in our nation. It is time that all people began to 
read the Bible again and resume standing by God’s standards. Will Americans 
finally say “enough!”? 

— Gary Summers 
Winter Park, FL 

~~WWWW~~ 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     13 
Sunday AM Worship                      13                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   13 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 14  
Contribution                                         $905.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,073.93 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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• The nobility of meekness. To the many taunts and wild charges, “he opened 
not his mouth” in self-defense (Isa. 53:7; Mat. 27: 14). Although His captors 
spat upon Him, struck Him, mocked Him, scourged Him, and finally nailed 
Him to the cross, He offered no resistance or defense. “When he was reviled, 
he reviled not again” (1 Pet. 2:23). He refused to call the angelic army that 
awaited His orders to rescue Him (Mat. 26:53). Truly, they did not take His life; 
He laid it down (John 10:18). Jesus on the cross is meekness perfected. 

• Unqualified obedience to God. Jesus came to do His Father’s will (John 6:38). 
He went to the cross because God required it for our redemption—there was 
no other way (Mat. 26:39). Jesus’ obedience took Him to the cross—the ulti-
mate demonstration of obedience (Phi. 2:8). 
The first stanza of John Bowring’s poem says it well for every saint: 
                                          In the cross of Christ I glory,  
                                             Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 
                                          All the light of sacred story 
                                             Gathers round its head sublime. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

Jesus—“Narrow Minded” 
n the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus urged:  
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: be-

cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it (Mat. 7:13–14). 
The world calls these words of Jesus, “narrow mindedness.” That’s because the 

denominational world preaches a religion of comfort which winks at sin and at-
taches no guilt to anything man does. The broad way to Hell is populated with 
multitudes of denominational preachers telling folks there is nothing they must 
do to be saved and that God saves people of all denominations. But that’s not 
what the New Testament teaches. The church of the New Testament is the only 
one Christ will save (Eph. 5:23). Now, that may sound “narrow minded,” but that 
is God’s Truth. The New Testament church is the greatest institution on the face 
of the earth and encompasses all the saved. It was purposed from eternity (Eph. 
1:3–12), the Son of God promised to build it (Mat. 16:18), and its value is such 
that He gave his blood for it (Acts 20:28). 

Paul said the New Testament church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22–23), and 
there is only one (Eph. 4:4–6). Denominations do not constitute the body of 
Christ. They are man made counterfeits, devoid of any spiritual benefit for men. 
They are plants which God never planted and, as such, shall be rooted up and 
cast into the fire at the last day (Mat. 15:13), The body of Christ—the church—is 
not a monstrosity of warring members, teaching contradictory doctrines. Ask a 
Mormon, a Methodist, a Catholic, a Unitarian, a Presbyterian, or any other de-
nominational preacher, what to do to be saved or how to worship God, and all 
give differing answers. Can anyone honestly believe that Christ is the author of 

such confusion? It takes denominational doctrines to make members of denomi-
nations, but it takes the New Testament to make one a member of the New Tes-
tament church—the one body of Christ. 

Won’t you study the book of Acts and see what men did to become Christians 
under apostolic preaching? The same thing that made them Christians made 
them members of the New Testament church. When one believes in Jesus as the 
Son of God (John 8:24), repents of his sins (Luke 13:3), confesses his faith in 
Christ (Matt. 10:32; Acts 8:37), and is baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 
2:38), he is added to the New Testament church by the Lord (Acts 2:47). Salvation 
is only in Christ and to be in Christ is to be in His church. Think on these things. 

—Jerry C. Brewer 
Elk City, OK 

ENOUGH! 
everal people said, when homosexual “marriage” was legal-
ized, that the war to have perversion accepted was not over. 
It has not taken a year for the next assault on sane-thinking Americans to 

occur. Our president is pushing really hard for the “rights” of transgenders, even 
reading into laws what is not there. He apparently has the eyesight of Alice in 
Wonderland. When asked on one occasion what she saw, Alice replied, “I see 
nothing.” “Such marvelous eyesight!” came the response. “To be able to see noth-
ing —and at this distance, too.” The president is seeing problems that do not ex-
ist and in his usual dictatorial style is coercing his solutions on states whether 
citizens want them or not. 

He insists that men be allowed to use the ladies’ bathroom—or shower with 
young women in their locker rooms. When are people going to say, “This is 
ridiculous, as well as dangerous!” and stand up to a man who has taken upon 
himself powers that he does not, as president, have? He has politicized the “Jus-
tice” department with Eric Holder and continues to do with the new Attorney 
General. The IRS has been proven to be prejudiced against those not of the presi-
dent’s party. Oh, but don’t forget, he promised to get to the bottom of it. Right! 
On the Charlie Rose Show, writers are laughing about the false claims they made 
to get Obamacare passed, such as, “If you like your doctor, you can keep your 
doctor.” They now admit that this and other statements were lies that they used 
to gain public support. 

It is not unusual for elitists to think they can pull the wool over the eyes of the 
“rubes,” but how often do they admit their lies while still in office? And why 
don’t those taken advantage of muster up a little anger over these tactics? “He 
who sins is of the devil…” (1 John 3:8). Why are not more people outraged by those 
who do what the devil, the father of lies, does? Now the elitists are becoming so 
bold that they no longer feel a need to use much subtlety. They want men to be 
able to use any restroom or shower without ever a formal intention (such as a 
doctor’s evaluation that a procedure is in progress) of changing one’s gender, 
which is both bold and sick. 
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