
“Just a Man?” 
ne of the songs in the 1970s rock opera, Jesus Christ Super-
star, has Mary Magdalene singing of Him, “He’s a man,  
He’s just a man.” This view of Jesus is by no means new, stretching all 

the way back to the Gnostics of the late first century who denied His Deity  
(1 John 2:22; 2 John 7). Some in more recent times have gone beyond denying His 
Deity, opining that Jesus is a fictional character who never actually lived. Con-
trariwise, that Jesus of Nazareth was a real personage of history most accept as a 
given, and upon good evidence. But was He “just a man?” 
• If Jesus was “just a man,” the Bible has deceived us and cannot be the Word of 

God. Isaiah foretold His coming by means of the conception and birth by a vir-
gin, and named Him “Immanuel”—“God with us” (Isa. 7:14; Mat. 1:23). John 
identified Him as the pre-existent Word and Creator, Who “became flesh, and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:1–3, 14). By means of His begettal by the Holy Spirit 
rather than by a man (Luke 1:34–35), He was “the only begotten Son” of God 
(John 3:16–18). Paul added, “For in him [Jesus] dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). Did the Bible deceive us about the Deity of Jesus? 

• If Jesus was “just a man,” He was a liar. Some theological modernists have al-
leged that Jesus never made any claims of Deity, but they are grossly mistaken: 
“I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). “He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father” (14:9). His fellow-Jews correctly inferred that Jesus claimed to be the 
Son of God and therefore sought to kill Him (Mat. 9:2–8; John 4:26; 5:17–18; 
10:30–33, 38). When Caiaphas adjured Jesus to tell him if He were the Christ, 
the Son of God, Jesus gave an affirmative answer (Mat. 26:63–64). If Jesus was/
is not God, He is not even a good man, for He has deceived men for 2000 years 
by lying about His identity and His nature. A liar certainly could not be a/the 
Savior. 

• If Jesus was “just a man,” He was a megalomaniac, a person with personal 
delusions of grandeur—a form of insanity. Besides His claims of Deity, He in-
vited all men to bring their burdens to Him and promised them rest (Mat. 
11:28–30). He claimed the ability (and promised) to give eternal life to believers 

teaches some other plan is therefore not the church Jesus built. The church Jesus 
built does not teach that one is saved by faith only (Jam. 2:24), that one can do 
nothing whatsoever to save himself (Acts 2:40), or that one can say a “sinner’s 
prayer” in order to be saved (John 9:31). A church teaching any of these false doc-
trines is therefore not the church Jesus built. 

Since salvation is only in the church of Christ, it is important to make sure that 
we are members of that one body. God reveals to us, in His Word, how to recog-
nize His church and how to be added to that body. Thanks be to God for giving 
“us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3).   —Brad Green, Knoxville, TN 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     10 
Sunday AM Worship                      10                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   10 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 14  
Contribution                                         $844.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,080.42 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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and to raise them from the dead (John 6:40; 10:28). He claimed to have brought 
His message from God the Father (John 8:28, 38; 12:49–50; et al.). He claimed to 
be the exclusive way to the Father (14:6). He claimed to be the final Judge of all 
mankind through His Word (Mat. 25:31–46; John 12:48). Was Jesus insane? 
Jesus certified His claims of Deity by manifold signs (John 3:2; 20:30–31; Acts 

2:22). The Father sealed His claims by raising Him from the dead (Acts 2:24, 32; 
3:15; 10:40; 13:30, 34; 17:31; Rom. 6:4; et al.). Jesus was fully man and fully God. In 
this great Truth resides the hope of mankind. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

n 2009, strange events took place in the streets of Iran. Fol-
lowing the results of an apparently rigged election, numer-
ous people took to the streets to protest the tyranny of their government. 

They felt that their government did not abide fairly by the law when they 
claimed election victory before the ballots could have been accurately counted. 
They felt that their government was being unduly oppressive. As if to affirm 
those protesting the tyranny of the Iranian government, Ayatollah Khamenei 
threatened to crack down if protests continue.  

What is especially amazing about these protests in Iran is that tyranny and op-
pression had been standard fare there for decades now, yet protests to this extent 
had never taken place. It was as if the people of Iran had just woken up to the 
fact that they were being ruled by tyranny.  

Tyranny is defined in the Oxford American College Dictionary in the following 
four ways:  
1. Cruel and oppressive government and rule  
2. A nation under such cruel and oppressive government  
3. Cruel, unreasonable, or arbitrary use of power or control 
4. Rule by one who has absolute power without legal right  

Would not each of these describe the rule of Satan? He incessantly lies to seek 
his advantage (John 8:44; cf. Gen. 3:4). He sets himself as the adversary of all, 
whether his subjects or not, walking about “as a roaring lion . . . seeking whom 
he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). This is cruel and oppressive, and yet it is arbitrary: 
he does not necessarily look to devour only the most deserving, but whoever is 
most available and accessible. The “nation” under his cruel and oppressive gov-
ernment is the world: “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in 
the evil one” (1 John 5:19 ASV; cf. 2 Cor. 4:4). Yet Satan does not have legal right 
to his dominion. He lays claim to that which is of God (Rom. 11:36) and will be 
eternally punished for his usurpation and other sins (Rev. 20:10).  

But when is the world going to stand up against the tyranny to which it has 
been subject all these centuries? It is as if the people of Iran are just waking up, 
but when are we going to wake up? Even to those professing Christianity, Paul 

had to say, “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowl-
edge of God: I speak this to your shame” (1 Cor. 15:34). Through the power of 
God, the blood of Christ, and the revelation of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 1:16), we not 
only can protest tyranny, but we can throw down tyranny, at least as far as it ex-
tends to us.  

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness 
(Rom. 6:16–18). 

—Lee Moses 
Union City, TN 

The Church Jesus Built 
he church we read about in the New Testament exists to-
day. Jesus promised to build His church (Mat. 16:18), and  
in Acts 2, we read of that promise being fulfilled: “And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). Those being 

saved and thus added to the church were those who “heard” the Word of God, 
“were pricked in their heart” (v. 37), repented of their sins, and were baptized   
(v. 38). The Bible teaches that salvation is “in Christ” (2 Tim. 2:10) and that there 
is only one way to get “into Christ.” “For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27; cf. Rom. 6:3). The Bible also teaches 
that being “in Christ,” or in His body, is the same as being in His church (Eph. 
1:22–23; Col. 1:18). Since there is only one body (Eph. 4:4), then there is only one 
church. Therefore, salvation is found only in the church about which we read in 
the New Testament—Christ’s church. With this knowledge, it is imperative that 
we be able to recognize that one church today and know the way God adds indi-
viduals to that body.  

The church Jesus built is easily recognizable.  First, the church Jesus built wears 
His name: “The churches of Christ salute you” (Rom. 16:16).  Second, the church 
Jesus built can be recognized by Scriptural worship. God authorizes five acts of 
worship: singing (Eph. 5:19), praying (Acts 2:42), teaching/preaching (Acts 20:7), 
partaking of the Lord’s supper (Acts 20:7), and financial giving (1 Cor. 16:2). In 
addition, the church Jesus built did/does not use mechanical instruments of mu-
sic in worship (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) and partakes of the Lord’s supper every Sun-
day (Acts 20:7). A church that uses mechanical instruments of music in worship 
or partakes of the Lord’s supper on days other than Sunday (or only on “special” 
Sundays) is therefore not the church Jesus built.  

Third, the church Jesus built teaches the Scriptural plan of salvation. The Bible 
teaches that one is saved upon hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17), believing 
(John 8:24), repenting of past sins (Luke 13:3), confessing that Jesus is the Christ 
(Acts 8:37), being baptized into Christ to have past sins forgiven (Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 
3:21), and living a faithful Christian life (1 Cor. 15:58; 1 John 1:6–10). A church 
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