
Worship Involvement 
n recent years there has been considerable discussion among 
brethren about getting more people “involved” in congrega-
tional worship. No one will question that every Christian must involve 

himself in worship. I do question, however, what some mean by “involvement.” 
Some equate involvement with having a leading part of some kind as if the lead-
ers were the only participants. Others have erroneously argued that true in-
volvement is impossible except in a small group situation. Such concepts have 
led to various attempts to artificially create spirituality and worship “involve-
ment” through responsive readings, serving the Lord’s supper in Bible classes, 
replacing Gospel sermons with panel discussions, near theatrical productions led 
by “praise teams,” encouraging hand-clapping, and such like. Some are using the 
excuse of “involvement” (among others) to advocate giving leading roles to 
women in adult gender-mixed worship assemblies. 

My understanding of worship “involvement” is a bit simpler, and, I think, 
much more Scriptural and practical. If one sincerely wants to “get involved” in 
worship, consider the following: 
• The most elementary (not to say obvious) necessity for worship involvement is 

being present. Every member of the congregation should do everything within 
his or her power to attend every assembly, rather than abandoning any of them 
(Heb. 10:25).  It is a bit difficult to be “involved” in absentia. 

• When a brother leads a prayer, we should do our best to shut everything else 
out. Closing our eyes will help exclude distractions, all the while concentrating 
with all of our power on the words of the leader. Congregational prayers 
should be “lifted up…to God with one accord” (Acts 4:24). Such involvement 
makes it our prayer, also. 

• During the singing, we should pay attention to the leader and follow his direc-
tion. Even if he is leading the song at the wrong tempo in our opinion, we 
should not try to “take over” the song. Our hearts, as well as our voices and 
tongues, should be involved as we sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Of course, we 
cannot be involved in singing if we do not sing. 

The only real difference between the person who willfully disobeys God—
making no bones about it—and the person who claims to be the child of God, but 
who fails to walk the walk, is that the latter has added lying to the list of his sins. 
As the children of God, let us speak the Truth, never wavering from it to the 
right hand or to the left. Error saves no one; it will be the reason many are lost. 
But let us also walk the walk so that we do not stand before God as self-deceived 
hypocrites, our actions betraying us for what we really are, thus finding our-
selves with the many who go into destruction.         

—Charles Pogue, Stilwell, OK 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15  
Contribution                                         $832.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,089.88 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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• Involvement in the contribution should begin before we get to the assembly, 
having “purposed” (i.e., decided) in advance what our financial offering will 
be (2 Cor. 9:7), based upon our level of prosperity (1 Cor. 16:2). We do not fully 
involve ourselves in giving unless we give regularly (every Lord’s day), cheer-
fully, and gratefully— as well as bountifully (2 Cor. 9:6). 

• We have a straightforward command of Scripture to be involved in the Lord’s 
supper: “This do in remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11:24–25). Moreover, if we fail, 
we bring judgment upon ourselves (v. 29). Some people close their eyes in qui-
et meditation as they reflect on the cross. I have for years found it helpful to 
read and meditate upon one of the Scriptural records of the Lord’s suffering 
and death or upon some other appropriate passage (e.g., Isa. 53; Luke 23:32ff; 1 
Cor. 11:23–34; Heb. 9:11–22; et al.). 

• As the preacher delivers the sermon, many find it helpful to turn to the Scrip-
tures and read them as he cites/quotes them. Those who take notes generally 
retain far more than those who do not.  
These suggestions are some of the most basic (and practical) ways to be “in-

volved” in worship. Sincere participation is the key to “involvement.” 
     —Dub McClish 

      Denton, TX 

any people can speak a good line—“talk the talk,” if you 
will. It is one thing to speak the Truth, but it is quite an-
other thing to walk according to it. In identifying the Pharisees as 

hypocrites, Jesus said, “They say and do not” (Mat. 23:3). The words of the 
scribes and Pharisees bound heavy burdens on the people, but they would not 
“move them with one of their fingers (v. 4). The things they did (such as broaden-
ing their phylacteries, enlarging the hems of the garments, and taking the up-
permost rooms at feasts and the chief seats in the synagogues), they did to be 
seen of men. These men paid tithes of mint, anise, and cumin, but they left un-
done the weightier matters of the law such as judgment, mercy, and faith (v. 23). 
The scribes and Pharisees talked the talk, but they did not walk the walk. 

Many members of the Lord’s church will sit in the pew on Sunday morning 
and sing, “Oh how I love Jesus,” but fail to return for Sunday evening and for 
Wednesday evening Bible study. Like the scribes and Pharisees, they talk the talk, 
but do not walk the walk. Some of us are like the person James talked about who 
saw a brother who needed food and clothing and said, “be ye warmed and 
filled,” but did not give them the things they needed. Some of us talk about help-
ing those in need, but when opportunity arises, find some excuse to deny our 
responsibility to them.  

Christians are not to avenge themselves (Rom. 12:19). We are to pray for those 
who despitefully use us, pray for and love our enemies, and bless those who 
curse us (Mat. 5:44). How often do we acknowledge these instructions of the 

Lord, but in actual life, we declare we will get even with those who mistreat us? 
How often do we say, “Well, if that is the way he or she is going to be, I just 
won’t talk to him or her anymore?” Do we walk the walk, or just talk the talk? 

The apostle Paul instructed the Ephesian brethren, “See then that ye walk cir-
cumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil” (5:15–16). The same apostle charged the Colossians not to talk, but to walk, 
worthily of the Lord (1:10). That is the only way to please Him. 

One of the areas in which brethren have long talked the talk but failed to walk 
is in the matter of fellowship. In many congregations, for year after year there 
have been brethren who were living contrary to the commands of the Lord, but 
who would still occasionally, or in some cases, regularly, attend the worship as-
semblies. Instead of reproving, rebuking, and exhorting them with all longsuffer-
ing, many congregations applied only the longsuffering, leaving the reproving, 
rebuking, and exhorting undone. Just like the scribes and the Pharisees who paid 
their tithes, these brethren left undone the weightier commandment of God by 
failing to practice first instructive, then when that failed, corrective discipline. As 
the old saying goes, the chickens will come home to roost, and roosting they are 
relative to fellowship! One brother, who publicly expressed the view that mem-
bers of the Christian Church denomination are brethren, is still used on lecture 
programs that were once sound and renowned, but which now deserve frowns. 
Brethren talk the talk when it comes to fellowship, but if walking the walk in-
volves paying a personal price, the walk doesn’t even reach the pace of a shuffle! 

When we obeyed the Gospel, we did not rise from the watery grave of baptism 
to talk in the newness of life, but to “walk in the newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). The 
“old man” walked in disobedience to God’s commands, the “new man” walks in 
lock step with the Lord’s will. Another way to say that is that we walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit (Rom. 8:1). If we walk in the Spirit we will not fulfill 
the lusts of the flesh (Gal. 5:6). We will not just talk the talk, but walk the walk. 
Paul’s instruction to the church at Ephesus states this matter very directly: “For 
ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children 
of light” (5:8). 

A sad reality exists concerning those who do not walk according to the will of 
God. Paul expressed this truth to the brethren at Philippi:  

Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye 
have us as an example. For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ 
(3:17–18).  

Those who walk after the flesh are presumptuous and self-willed (2 Pet. 2:10), 
and if they happen to be those who claim to have fellowship with God and yet 
walk in darkness, they are liars who do not do the truth (1 John 1:6). Jude adds 
that mockers walk in their own ungodly lusts (Jude 18). It is not a surprise that 
Jesus describes man’s advancement toward eternity as a journey. A journey im-
plies a walk, and those who walk the narrow way (after God’s commands) will 
enter through the gate into life. Those who walk the broad way (after their own 
wills) will enter in through a wide gate to a road that ends in destruction (Mat. 
7:13–14). For this very reason Jesus posed the serious question, “And why call ye 
me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say” (Luke 6:46)? 

Walking the Walk
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