
Thoughts on Worship 
he worship of Almighty God and His Son is at once an ex-
alted privilege and an awesome duty. Trivializing its signifi-
cance has cost many much (e.g., Cain, Nadab, Abihu, King Saul, et al.). 

Jesus rejected the worship of the religious leaders of His day: “But in vain do 
they worship me, teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men” (Mat. 15:9). 
They thought their way was better than God’s way. The vast majority of men 
continue to commit the same error.  
 The Lord specified the two great pillars of God-pleasing worship: “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). If 
we would fulfill these essentials, we must understand the purposes of worship. 
• To please and glorify God, not ourselves: To worship “in truth” means to 

worship according to the Truth of God’s Word (John 17:17) or as God has au-
thorized. Cain and all of the others named earlier, including the first-century 
Jewish leaders, did what pleased them rather than God. Men never cease to be 
remarkable innovators in religion (e.g., prayer beads, corruption of the Lord’s 
supper, instrumental music, choirs, women preachers, etc.). The excuse for all 
of them, when reduced to its essence, is, “We like it,” failing to consider 
whether or not God “likes it”—is pleased. Further, far too often, those who 
lead in worship—including preachers—appear to be seeking glory or praise for 
themselves more so than for God. 

• To express, not arouse spirituality: Worship connotes the ideas of bowing 
down, doing obeisance, giving veneration, and paying homage. These all indi-
cate an outward expression of an inner reverence and love for and submission 
to God and His Son—the appropriate “spirit” we should manifest. Confused 
men demand that worship excite or entertain them. If it doesn’t leave them on 
an emotional “high” and cause them to feel good about themselves, they are 
disappointed. There is no lack of pulpiteers and planners ready to cater to this 
expectation, which keeps filling the pews. Such a view of “worship” bas-
tardizes it and is carnally motivated. Truth be told, at times various ones in 
worship assemblies should feel anything but good about their behavior as the 

KNOWING GOD’S WORD… 

Anyone who approaches the Bible as the very Word of God, inspired in every 
part, and respects it as being breathed out from God, will know His will. It will 
never be understood, as it should be, with any other approach. 

—Jerry C. Brewer  
Elk City, OK 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                       8 
Sunday AM Worship                        8                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                     8 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 14  
Contribution                                         $855.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,100.63 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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power of the Gospel, faithfully preached, does it work. Earnest Scriptural wor-
ship will stimulate one spiritually, but this is a sublime by-product, rather than 
the purpose of worship. 

• God is the “audience”: Only in a limited sense are those in the pews an “audi-
ence” when the Lord’s people gather for worship. In the final analysis, God is 
the “audience”—at least, the “audience” that really matters—in our assem-
blies. Failing to perceive this fact leads to the spectator/performer concept. The 
preacher, prayer leaders, song leader, and others in leadership roles become 
“performers,” and those in the pews, “spectators” (with all of the “rights” ap-
pertaining thereto to throw rotten tomatoes). Since God is the audience, all 
who are gathered for worship, whether in pulpit or pew, are giving “command 
performances” before their Creator.  

• We are primarily to give, rather than to receive. In worship we are to “offer a 
sacrifice of praise” (Heb. 13:15; cf. 1 Pet. 2:5). When one complains, “I don’t get 
anything out of worship,” he misses the point. (He likely has also failed to 
bring a “bucket” in which to put anything.) He has not learned that true wor-
ship is God-centered, whereby we must seek to give rather than get. “Wor-
ship” that seeks primarily to get is selfish and man-centered. Howbeit, all who 
sincerely worship (“in spirit”) as God has decreed (“in truth”) are always 
blessed greatly thereby. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

 esus, in His Great Commission, states, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned” (Mark 16:15–16). 
Belief has always been a prerequisite for salvation, for “without faith it is im-

possible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). However, 
faith alone has never saved anyone. “Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone...by works [of obedience, BG] a man is justified, and not by faith only”  
(Jam. 2:17, 24, emph. BG). The New Testament clearly teaches that a dead faith 
will not save, but a faith that leads to acts of obedience, [i.e. repenting of past sins 
(Luke 13:3), confessing that Jesus is the Son of God (Rom. 10:9–10), being bap-
tized in order to have one’s sins washed away (Acts 2:38; 22:16), and faithful liv-
ing until death (Rev. 2:10; 1 John 1:6-9)], is the faith that will save. Thus, as Jesus 
teaches, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 

However, Jesus also teaches, “he that believeth not shall be damned.” Some, in 
the religious world, have claimed that all one must do to be saved is believe and 
that Mark 16:16 does not teach, “he that is not baptized shall be damned.” Let us 
examine the verse further, taking care to harmonize any conclusion with the en-
tirety of New Testament teaching. 

1. “He that believeth not shall be damned,” because Jesus says, “if ye believe 
not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24). Faith is a requirement 
and condition of salvation. 

2. “He that believeth not shall be damned,” because he will not repent of his 
past sins. One who does not believe in God or God’s Word will not use the 
Bible as a standard of how one is to live and act. Therefore, he will not see the 
need to turn away from anything that he practices. He will most likely deter-
mine for himself what he believes to be right and wrong irrespective of the 
truth of God’s Word. Without repentance, one will die in his sins (Luke 13:3; 
John 8:24). 

3. “He that believeth not shall be damned,” because he will not confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God. If one does not believe the teachings of the Bible, then 
he will not believe that Jesus is God’s Son and therefore will not confess His 
name before men. Without making the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God, one cannot be saved (Mat. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:10). 

4. “He that believeth not shall be damned,” because he will not be baptized. 
One who does not believe will not accept the truth that baptism saves and 
therefore will not be immersed in water to have his sins washed away. If one 
does not accept the truth that baptism saves, he will not spend the time to do 
so. The New Testament teaches that baptism saves: 
a. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). 
b. “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). 
c. “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts 22:16). 
d. “Baptism doth also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21). 

Baptism alone will not save, just as faith alone will not save. But the New Tes-
tament teaches that a living faith, which comes by hearing the Word of God 
(Rom. 10:17), will lead one to obey God’s commands to repent, confess, be bap-
tized, and remain faithful in service to God until the end of his life. One who 
does not believe in God or His Word will not be baptized and will, as a conse-
quence, not be saved. 

Mark 16:16 is very clear, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” If one wants to be saved, he will believe 
and allow that faith to lead him towards the culminating act of God’s plan to 
save—baptism. One cannot be in Christ, unless he is “baptized into Christ” (Gal. 
3:27). God will not add one to the church of His Son, Jesus Christ, without being 
baptized into that one body (Acts 2:38, 47; Eph. 1:22–23). 

—Brad Green 
Knoxville, TN 

-/-/-

ANVIL SPARKS… 
Truth is universal—that is the reason a person sometimes thinks the speaker is 
aiming everything he says at him.… When a fellow brags about being a self-
made man, he is giving proof that he did a poor job.… It might lessen crime if an 
occasional jury would suspend the criminal instead of the sentence. 

—Robertson L. Whiteside, (1869–1964) 

“…Believeth Not”
J


