
The Principal Quest 
ll men are seeking something; this quest, in large part, is 
what keeps us going. Various ones seek fame, riches, plea-
sure, peace, power, and other things. There is only one quest that towers 

over all others in significant consequence and that should therefore govern all 
other pursuits. Jesus Christ set it forth in the Sermon on the Mount: “But seek ye 
first his [God’s] kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Mat. 6:33). Note four facets of this challenging statement: 
• The Obligation—Seek: God’s kingdom is His church, built and purchased by 

His Son (Mat. 16:18–19; Acts 20:28). In the modern religious Babel one must 
search diligently to find it. Jesus likely means, however, we are to “seek” the 
spiritual kingdom in the sense of giving it our full attention, pursuing its wel-
fare and advancement preeminently. We are to make it the center of our lives. 
God expressed His infinite wisdom by planning from eternity to send the Word 
Incarnate among men to build His church (Gal. 4:4; Eph. 3:10–11). The church 
of the Lord is the “fulness” of Christ (1:22–23). One cannot serve God accept-
ably outside of/apart from His church; those in it must give it their best. 

• The Order—First: The Lord’s kingdom must take priority over everything and 
every one else. If we place anything before or above it, we become idolaters. 
Even earning our daily food and clothing are to be secondary—mere means to 
a greater end. Our families are very important (Eph. 5:23–31; 6:1–4), but not 
more than Jesus’ claims if conflict in loyalty between the two arises (Mat. 
10:37). We are even to be willing to die rather than deny Him (Rev. 2:10). How 
much less then should convenience, recreation, heaping up riches, or pleasure 
take precedence over God’s will and our service to Him? First means first! 

• The Object—God’s Kingdom and Righteousness: God’s eternal plan for 
man’s redemption involves the church, His kingdom (Eph. 3:10–11). It has ex-
isted since the first Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection and can be identified by 
its distinctive traits. Upon learning the way to be saved and become members 
of it, sincere seekers will welcome and obey what they learn (Acts. 2:38–41, 47). 

what the situation, the duty of men is to do God’s will. Thereby, the mighty hand 
of our Maker abundantly sustains Christians (1 Cor. 15:54; Rev. 2:10; 4:11). Let us, 
therefore, not be dismayed by the workings of the present sinful world. Let us 
meet every problem with the counsel of the God who knows best.  

— By David P. Brown 
Spring, TX 

~~§§§~~

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      18                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   18 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 13  
Contribution                                      $1,979.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,111.30 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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Having found the kingdom, Truth-lovers will “buy” it as the “pearl of great 
price” (Mat. 13:45–46). Men who love it will not think of polluting it with their 
own doctrines and practices. God’s “righteousness” is His will for making men 
righteous, which He has revealed in His Word (Psa. 119:172; 2 Pet. 2:21). We 
dare not seek first our own wills or the will of others. The Lord decrees that 
everything—everything—must be secondary to our pursuit of His will. 

• The Offer—Promise of Provisions: These things are the end of the lives of infi-
dels and pretending disciples alike. Jesus promises to “add unto” us life’s ne-
cessities (Mat. 6:32). We dare not take this assurance as an encouragement of 
laziness or of foolish unconcern, but one that calls us to trust the benevolent 
hand of our Creator. Besides the spiritual blessings of putting God’s kingdom 
and His will first, He will “throw in” our physical needs “to boot.” 

 Jesus put us sinners “first” in dying for us. Where have/will you put Him? 
God and His Son deserve to be on the throne of every heart. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

n creating the physical world, God made a place that is com-
plete for what He intended to accomplish with it. If man had 
never sinned, he could have remained in the Garden of Eden paradise for-

ever. However, because God knows all that is the object of knowledge (omni-
science), He knew that man of his own free will would sin and thereby be alien-
ated from him. Hence, from eternity in the mind of God there was found the 
great scheme of redemption (Eph. 3:7–11). Therefore, the world today is a place 
of preparation for eternity. If life in the flesh in this material world is used for 
that purpose, one rids himself of all manner of worry, frustration, and anguish 
that characterizes those who live in the flesh as if this world is their permanent 
abode. Hence, when all is said and done, we understand that God never intend-
ed for the world to be man’s eternal home, but an environment wherein man 
could prepare to be with God eternally in Heaven (Ecc. 12:13–14; Mat. 6:33; 1 Cor. 
15:42–49; 2 Cor. 5:1–10; Rev. 2:10).  

Because “God is love” (1 John 4:8), He could not create man as a robot. In giv-
ing man a free will, He made it possible for him to make choices. When man 
makes wrong choices he must suffer for his bad selections. Without suffering the 
consequences of bad choices, man does not learn to value good over evil (nor the 
difference between good and evil). Without the space for a detailed study let us 
briefly note that man undergoes suffering due to a number of reasons.  
Wrong Personal Choices Men Themselves Make 

Man is at fault when he murders, steals, or rapes. Because God made man with 
freedom of choice, He does not stop the crime nor set aside the consequences of 
such sins at this time (John 12:48; 1 Pet. 4:15; 1 John 3:4).  

Wrong Personal Choices Made by Others 
When a deranged person decides to shoot as many school children as possible, 

such children are not suffering from anything wrong they did, but because of the 
wrong committed by the deranged person.  
Wrong Personal Choices of Our Forefathers  

Today we reap the benefits of Pasteur, Bell, and Edison (to name only a few). 
At the same time, we continue to be plagued with the consequences of false reli-
gions and philosophies. The terrible and sad condition of the world is man’s 
fault. In the Garden of Eden, before man sinned, he was free of disease, death, 
and all the other consequences of sin (Gen. 3:22–23). But when man sinned, the 
whole of creation was affected (Rom. 5:12; 8:18–22).  

In the matter of sexual behavior, venereal diseases are examples of what hap-
pens to men when they violate God’s laws (Rom. 1:24–27). There is no doubt that 
over the thousands of years since man’s fall, many germs and viruses have mu-
tated. Therefore, such diseases as AIDS appear. The natural catastrophes (floods, 
earthquakes, etc.) are no doubt the result of sin’s entering the world. Please study 
closely the state of the world before and after the flood (Gen. 1:6–7; 2:5–6; 6–8).  

God’s natural laws are constant, consistent, and dependable. When we violate 
them in ignorance, innocence, or otherwise, we suffer the consequences. But how 
terrible it would be if we never knew whether or not the law of gravity was go-
ing to work.  

While I do not understand all of the design, purpose, and value of pain, I do 
know that it is an indicator with which man is better off than he is without it. 
How many serious injuries are avoided because of painful warnings? Painful 
suffering and other kinds of trial develop the mind with the understanding that 
all things in this physical world are uncertain, fleeting, and will cease altogether 
someday (Jam. 1:1–5). The sufferings of this present world cause the wise to pre-
pare so they will not miss Heaven (Job 3:17; Rom. 8:18).  

Before Jesus gave up the “form” of God, He, being omniscient, knew the plight 
of men. Yet, knowing such, He chose to give up that heavenly form and take 
upon Himself the form of mankind. He thereby exposed Himself to the actual life 
and experiences of a sin-plagued world. What an amazing testimony to God’s 
love for the apex of His creation! No one can ever accuse the Lord of not under-
standing what it is like to actually suffer (Phi. 2:5–8; Heb. 4:14–16; 5:8).  

After days of prayer and fasting on behalf of his sick child, King David’s child 
died. He did not continue mourning, but arose; and in his answer to those who 
questioned why, with the child’s death, he did not continue mourning, he re-
vealed the inner strength that has always characterized the faithful: “Can I bring 
him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me” (2 Sam. 12:23).  

In this life we can never understand all that is involved in suffering because we 
do not know the whole design of God for man (Rom. 11:33–34). However, we do 
know enough to realize that life is God’s classroom, the Bible God’s textbook, 
and, as God has designed this world and the people who live in it, a great many 
tests try our faith in God and his system of salvation. As the apostle John wrote: 
“...we know that the whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19). No matter 
what the situation, the duty of men is to do God’s will. Thereby, the mighty hand 
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