
“ Mainline” or “Sidetrack”? 
n a syndicated newspaper column a few years ago, William 
Murchison laid bare the insipidity of the liberalism of certain 
“mainline” Protestant denominations—such has grown far worse since. 
He based his column on a poll involving the United Methodist, United 

Church of Christ (not to be confused with the church of Christ), and Episcopal 
churches. The poll concluded: “The Mainline Protestant Leaders are liberal on 
every dimension” (i.e., political, social, theological, moral, et al.). Murchison not-
ed the steady decline of these religious bodies. Rebellions against liberalism in 
the ranks of the Lutherans, the Presbyterians, and others are also observable. The 
ultra-liberal National Council of Churches is almost dead. The Southern Baptists 
have experienced turmoil involving liberal resistance to its generally strong 
(comparatively) conservative elements. It has posted some membership decline 
in recent years. 

It is ironic that, just about the time that Protestant liberalism began to prove it-
self to be hollow, deceptive, and devoid of any benefit, many of our brethren be-
gan gorging themselves on it as manna from Heaven. Liberal brethren should 
take warning that the gimmicks and gadgets which may now be producing 
artificial growth must eventually fail them as they have failed Protestantism. 
Many of the folks in our pews have been “suckered” into uncritically swallowing 
such things, either because of their ignorance or their lack of courage. Some have 
welcomed the liberal trends gladly in their desire to throw off restraints. Others 
have stood or will stand up, saying, “Enough is enough! We will forbear no long-
er”! Such faithful brethren in some cases have been/will be able to cast out the 
Gospel-perverters who fill the pulpits and/or remove the pseudo-elders who 
allowed and/or encouraged apostasy and apostates. Where they cannot root out 
such malefactors the faithful must depart and build new congregations on the 
solid rock foundation of Truth instead of on the sinking sands of doctrinal com-
promise, pop-psychology, fun and games, and numbers-at-any-price silliness. 
Sadly, these climactic upheavals will result in the disillusionment and eternal loss 
of many, for which losses the change agents must answer.  

were, in context, dealing with the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, which we 
know occurred in A.D. 70. 

I offered to study the Bible with her or enroll her in a Bible Correspondence 
Course. However, she declined. It appears she did not like what the Bible was 
actually teaching, preferring instead her own preconceived ideas. Tragically, 
many people are like that lady. Are you? Will you accept what the Bible teaches 
or will you cling to your preconceived ideas that contradict God’s Word? 

—Ken Chumbley, deceased 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     17 
Sunday AM Worship                      17                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   17 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                      $1,587.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,071.86 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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In 1984, a series of “unity forums” began between some men in the church and 
some in the Independent Christian Church. In connection with these forums, it 
was interesting (and almost humorous) to hear some of our liberal brethren de-
scribing the church to the Independent Christian Church folks. In their “irenic” 
bid for union with them, “our” liberals depicted themselves as the “mainline” 
folk or the “mainstream” of the Lord’s church. Contrariwise, they described 
those of us who opposed (and still oppose) their ungodly union-at-any-price ef-
forts (especially those who oppose instrumental music in worship) as merely a 
dissenting, disgruntled, isolated, radical element (do we see a parallel in secular 
politics here?).  

Years ago the self-heralded “mainline” folks in the church began running pell-
mell toward denominationalism (especially evident in most of the brotherhood 
universities and in the Christian Chronicle crowd). They “threw a switch” that 
diverted them to a dead-end sidetrack as far as the Truth and Heaven are con-
cerned. In the Lord’s terminology, they have left the straitened way for the broad 
way (Mat. 7:13–14). These brethren are no more “mainline” than the liberal de-
nominations are. Wherever God, His Son, and their Truth are, there is the “main-
line” track—however many (or few) are found thereon.  

—Dub McClish  
Denton, TX 

f anyone had cause to be discouraged, it was Fanny J. Crosby. 
As an infant she was accidentally blinded by a doctor’s mus- 
tard poultice applied to her eyes. Her father passed away while she was a 

small child. Fanny married at the age of 38 and her only child died in infancy. 
After 25 years of marriage she was widowed. Fanny lived her remaining 32 years 
of life alone. Yet, she wrote over 7,000 hymns in her lifetime, including “Blessed 
Assurance.” 

In the book of First John (with its 5 chapters, 105 verses, and 2,523 words) John 
reminds us that our assurance is in Christ. The child of God has assurance in 
light of our continued walk with Christ. We must walk in the light, as Christ is in 
the light (1:6–8). We are assured that the “blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
[i.e., keeps on cleansing, DM] us from all sin.”  We confess our sins in order to 
have forgiveness of those iniquities (vv. 9–10).  

It is imperative that we avoid willful sin in our daily walk, but if we sin we 
know that we have Christ as our Advocate (2:1–2). We are to “keep His com-
mandments” (vv. 3–6). Failure to keep His commandments shows that we do not 
love Him. It is important that we “Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world…” (vv. 15–17). All sin in this world has always come and will al-
ways come through three avenues of temptation: (1) lust of the flesh, (2) lust of 
the eyes, and (3) the pride of life. John tells us that if “anyone loves the world the 
love of the Father is not in him.” Life on earth is brief and fleeting, so we must 
make sure that we abide in Him (vv. 26–27).  

Then, after all of this, John states: “And hereby we know that we are of the 
Truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him” (3:19). Note the word, know! This 
section of Holy Writ culminates in the words of First John 3:24, “and hereby we 
know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He has given us.” This is the 
crowning statement of knowing that our “blessed assurance” is in Christ! 

Perfect submission, all is at rest;  
      I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above,  
      Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.” 

Paul preached in the Areopagus warning, “He has appointed a day on which 
He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He 
has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 32:17, 
emph. JW). Therefore, “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith…”  (Heb. 10:22a, emph. JW).  

This “blessed assurance” is reserved for those who are “in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
Are you “in Christ”?  

—Jess Whitlock 
Denison, TX 

Many years ago I answered the telephone one day. The 
lady on the other end of the line immediately asked, 
“Where are we in the book of Revelation?” However, she was not 

wanting to know what chapter we were studying in a Bible class, but, rather, she 
was wanting to know where, in the sense of fulfillment of prophecy, we are today 
in connection with the prophecies in Revelation and how soon it was therefore 
going to be before Jesus Christ returns. Many still ask similar questions today 
particularly because of events in the Middle East and the popularity of many 
television “evangelists” and what they teach.  

Somehow, she had come to believe that Revelation dealt with “end time 
events” and thus we should be able to see how much longer we have before 
Christ returns. I pointed out to her that John, writing under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, makes it clear that the things which he is writing about would 
“shortly come to pass” because, as he said, “the time is at hand” (Rev. 1:1, 3; 
22:10). His prophecies were to the seven churches of Asia, indicating to them, in 
apocalyptic language, things that were to take place “shortly” and not some two 
thousand years or so later.  

Being dissatisfied with my response, she then started asking about the signs 
indicating the closeness of the Lord’s return. I then took her to Matthew 24 and 
read verses 36–39, pointing out that Jesus made it clear that there were to be no 
signs of His return. Rather, life was to be going on as usual, just as in the days 
before the flood, with eating, drinking, and marrying—everyday activities of life. 
I also pointed out that the signs that Jesus gave in the earlier part of Matthew 24 
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