
Little Word—Big Meaning 
esus once said, “We must work the works of him that sent 
me…” (John 9:4). Must is translated from the three-letter 
impersonal Greek verb that has only three letters (i.e., dei). It refers to 
that which is necessary, indispensable, required, or obligatory—what 

one ought to do. Though it is a very little word, it is very big and significant in 
meaning. It appears numerous times in the New Testament, setting forth inspired 
obligations. What are some things we must do (emph. added in all quotes)?  
• We MUST Believe in God: “And without faith it is impossible to be well-

pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that seek after him” (Heb. 11: 6). Belief is the necessary 
beginning point in anyone’s relationship with God. Those who genuinely be-
lieve in God also believe in His Word and in His Son. The context of this pas-
sage (all of the chapter) indicates that the belief God requires is more than a 
mere intellectual admission of His or His Son’s existence. Rather, Biblical faith 
cannot be defined apart from obedience to His will, for a claimed “faith” apart 
from such works of obedience is dead (Jam. 2:14–26). 

• We MUST Be Born Again: “Ye must be born anew” (John 3:7b). Jesus had ear-
lier stated of this second birth, “Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God!” (v. 5). Birth of water refers to baptism in 
water, in which act one is cleansed of his sins by the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16; 
Rev. 1:5; 7:14). Birth of the Spirit refers to the spiritual begettal by the Holy Spirit 
through His Word. One is “…begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, through the word of God…” (1 Pet. 1:23). The new birth simply 
refers to one’s hearing and believing the Gospel, resulting in baptism, as the 
Lord Himself explained (Mark 16:16). Salvation is not possible apart from this 
new birth. 

• We MUST Worship in Spirit and Truth: “God is a Spirit: and they that wor-
ship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Worship in spirit means 
our spirits/hearts/minds must be involved— sincerely engaged. Worship in 
truth means in harmony with and according to the Truth of God’s Word, par-

• Something to Hope For: Paul wrote of the ultimate hope: “In hope of eternal 
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Tit. 1:2). 
The hope of Heaven keeps us going through sickness, pain, disappointment, 
suffering, and hardship. In fact these present sufferings are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed. God shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow; nor cry-
ing, neither shall there be any more pain. On that fair shore we shall serve the 
Lord with perfect bliss.                                                —J. Noel Merideth, deceased 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                         $957.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,047.33 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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ticularly the New Testament (the authority of the Old Testament perished at 
the cross [Col. 2:14; Heb. 9:15–17; 10:9–10]). God does not accept whatever men 
choose to offer Him in worship (Gen. 4:4–5; Heb. 11:4). He accepts only those 
acts of homage He has authorized; all else is “vain worship” (Mat. 15:9; Col. 
3:17). 

• We MUST Be Judged by the Son of God: “For we must all be made manifest 
before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 
5:10). None shall escape or avoid the Judgment; it is an appointment we shall 
all keep (Heb. 9:27b). The standard of judgment for all who have lived since the 
cross will be the New Testament of Christ (John 12:48). Those who are wise will 
prepare for, rather than ignore this Great Day. 

While must is a very small word, it possesses a very big meaning! 
—Dub McClish 

Denton, TX 

common complaint lodged against Gospel preachers and 
faithful churches is that they “answer questions nobody  
is asking, and fail to answer the questions people are asking”: “Why 
is the preacher preaching about baptism when people are wondering 

where they’re going to get next month’s rent?” “Does the preacher really think 
he’s going to attract the ‘unchurched’ by preaching about the one church when 
people are concerned about their friendships?” “What does the preacher think 
he’s going to accomplish by preaching about ‘true worship’ when people don’t 
care about any kind of worship?”  

It is certainly valid and valuable to consider the questions on people’s minds 
and answer them from a Biblical standpoint. But this is not to be the thrust of the 
church’s preaching. Consider three significant facts: (1) Not all questions are 
equally important; (2) people do not always know the questions they should be 
asking; and (3) the Bible provides the questions people should be asking, in addi-
tion to the answers to those questions.  

On the first Pentecost following the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth, none of 
the throngs of pilgrims present in Jerusalem appeared to be asking for proof that 
Jesus had been raised from the dead. None were asking what they could do to be 
forgiven for their part in crucifying Him. However, the inspired apostle Peter 
went ahead and answered those questions they weren’t asking. He provided 
proof that Jesus had been raised from the dead (Acts 2:24–32). It was only after 
Peter had preached this, and after he had pointed out his hearers’ guilt that they 
asked the all-important question, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (v. 37).  

Paul wrote, “For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:22–23). The questions the people were asking were, “May 
we please have a sign?” or, “Could we get some wisdom (based on Greek philos-

ophy) over here?” But Paul answered the question about Christ crucified, and all 
that it entailed (cf. Acts 8:5, 12). Even though hearers were not asking this ques-
tion, that is what Paul answered. Even though it was a “stumblingblock” to 
them, “Christ crucified” remained Paul’s subject matter (1 Cor.2:2).  

In Lystra, the locals were only interested that “Jupiter/Zeus” and “Mercury/
Hermes” appeared to have fallen into their midst (Acts 14:11–13). However, Paul 
and Barnabas proclaimed, “We…preach unto you that ye should turn from these 
vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all 
things that are therein” (v. 15). It had never occurred to the Lystrans to ask 
whether they should turn from their deities, whom Paul and Barnabas shocking-
ly called “vanities” or “vain things.” It had certainly never occurred to them to 
ask who might be a preferable (or actual) Deity to serve. But Paul and Barnabas 
answered those questions for them regardless.  

It remains the case that most people are not asking the questions they need to 
be asking. But even if the world remains worldly-minded, the church must con-
tinue preaching those heavenly matters of eternal importance. 

—Lee Moses 
Union City, TN  

ur life upon this earth is of few days and full of trouble. 
Some days are the best of times; some days are the worst 
of times. There are moments that look like the spring of hope; others 
look like the winter of despair. Through it all we need to live a life 

with purpose and meaning. We all seek happiness as the world lashes about us. 
• Something to Do: Paul wrote: 

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phi. 3:13-14). 

Paul says he was pressing toward the mark. The pursuit is no groping after 
something undefined. He was pressing on with contentment. He had learned 
in whatsoever state he found himself to be content (4:11). To be happy in life 
we all need something to do; we need a mission to fill. As preachers we blow 
the trumpet clear so people will know the battle for Truth is on. Do not be dis-
armed by the smiling tolerance of the new school of peaceful co-existence. Let 
us stand for the right and not lose sight of our duty to serve the Lord, do jus-
tice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  

• Someone to Love: “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). It 
brings happiness to love God. We are to love the Lord with all our heart. He 
first loved us and we should return our love. We also need our family and 
friends to love. To visit with friends and enjoy good times together brings sun-
shine into our days. 

Life with Purpose
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On Answering Questions
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