
Grapes of Thorns? 
n the process of warning about false prophets, Jesus said, 
“By their fruits ye shall know them. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles?” (Mat. 7:15–16). Jesus made a spiritual applica-

tion of a general, axiomatic principle, effective from the creation: God placed the 
power of life in the seed of each kind—to produce only after its kind (Gen. 1:21, 
25). Paul stated it succinctly: “For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6:7), again applying the principle to a spiritual issue. Just as briars do 
not produce grapes, nor thistles figs, monkeys do not come from snake “seeds,” 
and men do not come from monkey “seeds.”  

As plant, animal, and human seeds reproduce only after their kind, so do 
“seeds” in religion. Jesus identified the “seed” of His kingdom, the church, as 
“the word of God” (Luke 8:11). This seed (variously called in the New Testament 
“the faith,” “the truth,” “the doctrine of Christ,” “the law of Christ,” et al.) con-
tains the spiritual “DNA” to reproduce the spiritual life and the characteristics 
that reside in it—and only those same spiritual traits. 

Each religious order and system of men has its own “seed” of doctrine. These 
seeds contain the distinctive qualities peculiar to their respective systems, which 
will reproduce only after their own kind. The Law-of-Moses “seed” produces 
only Judaism, never Islam. The Koran “seed” produces only Muslims, never 
Buddhists or Jews. Hindu “seeds” cannot produce Confucianists. The foregoing 
statements are incontrovertible.  

This “seed principle” explains the innumerable divisions in “Christendom.” 
Baptist “seed” does not produce Roman Catholics or Episcopalians. Presbyterian 
“seed” does not produce Nazarenes, Methodists, or Disciples of Christ. 

Likewise, it is not possible for one to become a Christian by obeying the Law of 
Moses. It is part of the Bible and points toward the Christ and Christianity in 
hundreds of prophecies and types, but it is a “seed” that is distinct from the New 
Testament. Only the New Testament “seed” produces Christians—and that is all 
it produces. In the title of one of his books, the late Thomas B. Warren captured 

marijuana in Colorado. This event represents the transcendence of the drug culture in 
America. A nearly 50-year campaign by Satan and his minions has been won. What 
was once illegal and looked down on is now a multi-million dollar “industry” and a 
gateway to other mind destroying drugs.  

These folk have a hole in their lives that only God can fill. Only Jesus and His 
Gospel can heal their sin-sick lives. Christ’s church (you & I) are charged with 
spreading that Good News.                                         

—Roelf Ruffner, Columbia, TN 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     17 
Sunday AM Worship                      17                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   17 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                         $872.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,051.85 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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exactly what the New Testament teaches: The Bible Only Makes Christians Only and 
the Only Christians.  

It is grievous beyond description to observe the number of those claiming to be 
our brethren who apparently believe they can somehow contravene God’s im-
mutable law of sowing and reaping. Some of them a few decades ago began 
adulterating the Gospel seed with such doctrines as salvation by grace only, sal-
vation by faith only, faithful Christians scattered among the denominations, di-
rect influence of the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit baptism, denial of the doctrine of 
Hell, ridicule of respect for Scriptural silence, and many others.  

An inevitable corruption of practice has followed as seen in such things as giv-
ing women forbidden places of authority, using instrumental music in worship, 
changing the day of observance for the Lord’s supper, opening pulpits to denom-
inational preachers, observing Christmas and Easter as religious holidays, and 
numerous others. 

The corrupted seed has produced corrupt congregations—illegitimate half-
breeds of an unauthorized union between a smidgen of Gospel Truth and a large 
helping of compromise and error. The measure of Truth they yet preach and 
practice is more because of their lingering agreement with it than because God 
has so ordered it.  

Should we be surprised at the relentless emphasis in the Word of God on keep-
ing the “seed” (i.e., doctrine) pure (e.g., John 14:15; Gal. 1:6–9; 2 Tim. 2:2; 4:1–4; 
Rev. 22:18–19; et al.)? 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

profitable study of the Bible cannot be undertaken without 
a proper understanding of its inspiration. Paul wrote,  
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc-

trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works         
(2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

The word inspiration is translated from the Greek, theopneustos, which means, 
“God-breathed.” 

The Scriptures, including what Paul wrote in the above passage, were literally 
“breathed out” from God. He is the source of every word found in the Bible 
[when faithfully translated, DM]. Someone may ask, “You mean Satan was in-
spired when he lied to Eve about the forbidden fruit? That’s in the Bible.” The 
answer is, “No”; Satan was not inspired when he lied, but the account of his lie 
that Moses wrote in Genesis is an inspired record of it.  

The Bible was written over a period of about 1,600 years by about 40 different 
men. They were a diverse lot and included shepherds, kings, fishermen, a physi-
cian and a tax collector, among others, and when their writings were gathered 

into that single volume we call the Bible, there was not—and is not—a single 
contradiction between any of them. 

The only way to account for this phenomenon is to understand that, while they 
wrote in their own styles, God gave them the very words He wanted to convey to 
men. That is what we call,  “verbal inspiration”—inspiration that extends to the 
very words of the Bible, not just the thoughts. Paul put it this way:  

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual 
(1 Cor. 2:13). 
 God did not give the writers of the Bible an idea to express in their words, but 

expressed His own will in words of His choosing. There is a void between spirits, 
and the only way that void can be bridged is for one to express himself in words 
to another. 

That’s what Paul meant, saying,  
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God     
(1 Cor. 2:11).  

As you cannot know what is in my mind until, and unless, I tell you—reveal it to 
you—so no man could have known the will of God without His revealing it in 
His own words in the Bible through inspired men.  

—Jerry C. Brewer 
Elk City, OK 

n the magnificent third temple of Judaism in Jerusalem, Jesus 
declared:  
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, say-

ing, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on 
me, as the scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living wa-
ter” (John 7:37–38).  

In a little over forty years this grand edifice would be destroyed by heathens, and 
the covenant it represented would be abrogated by God Himself at the death of 
His only Son (Col. 2:14).  

Jesus knew that God was already missing in the lives of many in His audience. 
Some of the very priests in that temple were spiritually dead in materialism and 
unbelief (cf. Mat. 22:23–32). Others had added man-made rules and regulations 
to the Law of Moses, creating a burden, which no man could bear (Mat. 15:9; Acts 
15:10). These people lacked something in their lives—God. They lived in a spiri-
tual desert, dying from thirst. The provider of “living water” (John 4:10,1 4) stood 
before them, teaching. Yet most would reject and eventually crucify Him.  

Likewise we live in a dying world—a culture and society that is dying because 
it has rejected God’s Word and embraced hedonism—the pursuit of pleasure. A 
case in point is the pot-smoking “420” festival April 20, 2014, in Denver, Col-
orado. Thousands gathered to celebrate the legalization of the recreational use of 
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