
Church Renovation 
he newspaper caption read, “Church Undergoes Renova-
tion.” A photo of a church building surrounded by scaffold-
ing, with workmen on its roof, accompanied the caption. 

The foregoing highlights the commonly—albeit mistakenly—usage of a/the 
church. Church in the New Testament translates the Greek word, ekklesia—those 
called out by whomever and for whatever purpose. The Lord and His inspired 
men employed ekklesia to describe those who hear and obey the Gospel and who 
subscribe to distinctive doctrines and practices prescribed by the Lord’s apostles 
(Mat. 16:18; Acts 2:41–47; 2 The. 2:13–15; et al.). 

The New Testament and subsequent uninspired church history make it clear 
that “the church” of today is not what Jesus envisioned and established (Mat. 
16:16–19). His church underwent major “renovations” through the centuries. 
Men, steeped in endless complex, corrupt, and unauthorized “renovations,” are 
all but universally bereft of any concept of the simple beauty of the original 
church. Worse still, few recognize or care that this is so. 

The first century had its “renovators,” whom the inspired men vigorously chal-
lenged (Rom. 16:17–18; Gal. 1:6–9; 2 Tim 4:2–4; 2 John 9–11; et al.). “Renovations” 
in church organization began as early as the second century. Scripture prescribes 
a plurality of men called “elders,” “bishops,” and/or “pastors” who are to over-
see each congregation (Acts 20:17, 28–31; Phi. 1:1; et al.). These men must meet 
strict qualifications before appointment (1 Tim. 3:1–7; Tit. 1:5–11).  

“Renovations” to this pattern—in the course of five centuries—led to the papa-
cy and all of its attendant monolithic complements. The millennium of the Mid-
dle Ages brought myriad additional alterations in doctrine and practice in Ro-
man Catholicism  (e.g., a separate and celibate priesthood, transubstantiation, 
Mariolatry, sprinkling for “baptism,” instrumental music, et al.). 

These “renovations” provoked the grand attempt to renovate the massive Ro-
man monstrosity. Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and others led the Protestant Ref-
ormation of the 16th century. While reforming some of the worst Roman corrup-

the beginning of the end or the crisis experience that gives us rebirth in God’s 
will. It’s up to us which of the two it will be.  

—Thomas B. Warren 
Deceased 

[Editor’s note: Although our late brother, Tom Warren, wrote the foregoing arti-
cle 25 or more years ago, it is even more timely now as we see our nation slip-
ping ever deeper into debauchery and utter amorality. In the upcoming presiden-
tial election, let us vote for men and/or women of Biblical moral character. DM] 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     12 
Sunday AM Worship                      18                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   18 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $899.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,073.33 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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tions, their efforts only resulted in a new set of additional “renovations,” com-
prising Protestant Denominationalism. 

In the first half of the 19th century a crescendo of voices arose, decrying all 
“renovations” and calling for a return to original New Testament ground. Jesus 
and His apostles demanded no less (John 17:17–22; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1–6; Col. 
3:17; 1 Pet. 3:8–9; 2 Pet. 2:1–3; 1 John 4:1; 2 John 9–11; Rev. 22:18–19; et al.). By 
mid-century, false brethren arose, seeking to impose their worship and evange-
lism “renovations.” 

A half-century ago the “renovation” bug bit some brethren, resulting in various 
changes (i.e., the plan of salvation, worship, congregational organization, fellow-
ship practices, etc.). The “some” have now grown into the “many.” Where “reno-
vators” have prevailed, once sound congregations have lost their Scriptural iden-
tity. 

Equally destructive, numerous preachers and congregations that until 2005 
were in the thick of the fight against the “renovators” have now joined them. For 
them now to challenge the renovators would expose their hypocrisy. They have 
accepted and defend an impenitent “renovator” in the church concerning the" 
selection and appointment of elders and to marriage. This initial fellowship com-
promise has led to their silence concerning errors and errorists they once op-
posed, and to broadening their fellowship to embrace other compromisers. If 
these brethren would open their ears, they would hear faithful pleading brethren 
with them to return to their former solid ground, joining their voices again with 
ours against all “renovators” and “renovations.” 

  —Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

ot long ago, the following statement appeared in a national 
magazine: “No one religion is better than the other. Stop 
the hate and murder of those who don’t believe the same as you.“ 

The first sentence is false. One religion is better than all others because it has 
been verified to be true. While all religions may have some value, there is only 
one that accounts adequately for the origin of all things. Only one religion was 
foretold with hundreds of prophecies centuries in advance. Only one religion sets 
forth the highest morality possible. Only one answers questions as to why things 
are the way they are—everything from natural disasters to pain and suffering. 
Only one provides a remedy for sin—mankind’s greatest problem. Only one re-
veals the truth about existence after death. What religion—besides Christianity—
does all of these things? Not one!  

So by whose authority does someone say, “No one religion is better than the 
other”? Who possesses such knowledge and insight? There is no higher authority 
to confirm what this individual said beyond the person who said it, which means 
that no one is required to accept it. In fact, if all religions are the same, all of us 
face an immediate dilemma—that of contradiction. Suppose one religion teaches, 

“Love thy neighbor,” and another one champions, “Kill thy neighbor.” If all reli-
gions are equal, then the actions of loving and killing must be equal. If not, why 
not?  

In fact, the author of the original statement must endorse contradiction in any 
area of disagreement between two or more religions. As Thomas B. Warren 
showed in his debates with atheists, unbelief in an objective God means that no 
authority for morality exists; therefore, abortion is both right and wrong. The 
same goes for stealing, gambling, drunkenness, and every other moral issue. 
Without an objective source for morality (as saying that all religions are equal 
implies), everything falls into the realm of the subjective—with chaos resulting. 

Is the original statement aimed at fanatical Muslims, or is some other religion 
hating and murdering people on a grand scale? If radical Muslims are the audi-
ence, they too will ask, “By what authority do you say our religion is no better 
than others?” Does the questioner think his mere affirmation will suffice? If they 
would listen at all, they would see that Christianity is superior—not equal! 

—Gary W. Summers 
Winter Park, FL 

nation is a lot like a person. It is born. It lives. It grows old. 
It dies. Many great nations have arisen during the history of 
the world. Some of them experienced a pattern somewhat like this: 

They began with strong spiritual and moral conviction, followed by the growth 
and eventual dominance of materialism, eventually to be destroyed by moral 
decay, apathy, and anarchy. Sounds all too familiar, doesn’t it?  

America began with spiritual conviction, and at least a great many people who 
meant it when “In God We Trust” was stamped on its money. Then came the in-
dustrial revolution, the agricultural revolution, the glorification of materialism in 
general, and a people who began to trust more in money than in God. Now we 
see signs of decadence and apathy, the next-to-last stage. As one of the Nobel 
Peace Price winners pointed out several years ago, not just in America, but in the 
rest of the world, our moral fiber is unraveling rapidly.  

Is it all over? Is it the end? Is American about to die? Well, that depends upon 
America. It depends on what we Americans decide. God gives us the choice, 
both as individuals and nations to follow our way or His way (Mat. 7:13–14). It’s 
up to us. He wants us as willing followers, not as robots with no freedom of 
choice (11:28–30).  

Centuries before Christ, Nineveh, much like America today, was faced with a 
choice. Nineveh could pursue either its own self-centered course or turn back to 
God. In what must have been one of the greatest spiritual revivals in history, 
Nineveh heard God’s warning. Its citizens believed God, proclaimed a fast, 
turned around from wrongdoing, and were saved from destruction (Jon. 3:5–10). 

The same thing can happen in America today. America has been great. It can be 
even greater. Our permissiveness, violence, and overindulgence can be either the 

AMERICA — ABOUT TO DIE? 
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By Whose  Authority? 
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